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PREFACE. 


I T is time the attention of the Legiilature of this kingdom 
Ihould be awakened to the concerns of Britifh fubjeds in 
the Eaft Indies, which, notwithftanding all that has been 
faid or written concerning India affairs, feem to have lain 
negleded, as if thofe diftant individuals were not members of 
the fame body-politic, or did not deferve the care of the mo- 
ther-country, while this government as yet receives every ad- 
vantage it choofes from them as fubjeds. 

All the inquiries which have hitherto been made, either by 
Government or the Eaft India Proprietors, have flopped fhort 
at fome temporary expedient. No permanent fyftem has been 
yet adopted for the fecurity of thofe dominions ; and the 
knowledge which the members of the Legiilature have had the 
opportunities of obtaining, upon thofe inquiries, has been in 
general very infufficient for forming a right judgment of the 
internal danger to which thofe poffeflions are expofed, or of 
the remedies neceffary fpr removing the evils felt, or to pre- 
vent fuch as may be dreaded ; but if due care be not fpeedily 
taken, the nation will not only be foon deprived of the re- 
fources at prefent furnilhed, but the poffeffion of the very 
Aliatic territories themfelves mull be endangered. 

Unequal as the Writer deems himfelf to this talk in other 
refpeds, yet as far as his own local experience could furnilh 
fads, or his induftry materials which might contribute to- 
wards a right knowlege, he has been induced to undertake 
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this inadequate performance, which he now lays with all defe- 
rence and humility before the refpectable tribunal of the Pub- 
lic. The importance of the objects will plead his cxcufe for 
the attempt ; and if the facts herein related with all the fim- 
plicity of truth fhould, before it be too late, awaken the at- 
tention of Government to thofe weighty concerns, or be happy 
inftruments for relieving at prefent, or protecting in future 
one Britilh fubject in thofe diftant dominions from mifery and 
oppreflion, the Writer will think himfelf amply rewarded for 
his trouble. 

In fpeaking of Britilh fubjects, we would be underftood to- 
mean his Majefty’s newly-acquired Aftatic fubjects, as well as 
the Britilh emigrants reliding and eftablifhed in India. 
Whatever odiurn fome among the latter may have incurred, 
they are not all Nabob-makers ; they are not all revolutionifls . 
And notwithftanding the prevailing notions of the eafe with, 
which iramenfe fortunes are acquired in thofe parts, from the 
examples that have been lately exhibited, there are at this 
time in Bengal many poor and induftrious Britons deprived 
even of the means of getting an honeft livelihood by their bed; 
endeavours, who are deferring of a more maternal care from 
their native country. 

Let not his Majefty’s fubjects in Afia fay they have been 
fold to the leaders and chiefs of an incorporated trading body 
of their own fellow-fubjects, for the fum of four hundred 
thoufand pounds fterling per annum l Much more valuable 
and permanent advantages may be derived from thence with 
equity and eafe, as well as with dignity to Government ; 
while the profperity of thofe Afiatic dominions might be fe- 
cured in the happinefs of the inhabitants, and the commer- 
cial, and therefore only true interefts of the milinformed pro- 
prietors of Eaft India flock be rendered profperous and fecure. 

From a fociety of mere traders, confined by charter to the 
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employment of fix fhips and fix pinnaces yearly, the Company 
are become fovereigns of extenfive, rich and populous king- 
doms, with a ftanding army of above fixty thoufand men at 
their command. In this new fituation of the fociety, fo widely 
different from its original inftitution, their true commercial in- 
terefts appear almoft entirely mifunderftood or neglected ; and 
it may be fafely faid, there is fcarcely any public fpirit appa- 
rent among their leaders, either in England or India. The 
loaves and fifhes are the grand, almoft the foie object. The 
queftions, How many lacks fhall I put in my pocket ? or, How 
many fons, nephews, or dependents fhall I provide for, at the 
expence of the miferable inhabitants of the fubjeded domini- 
ons ? are thofe which of late have been the foremoft to be pro- 
pounded by the Chiefs of the Company on both Tides the 
ocean. Hence the dominions in Alia, like the diftant Roman 
provihces during the decline of that empire, have been aban- 
doned, as lawful prey, to every fpecies of peculators ; info- 
much that many of the fervants of the Company, after exhibit- 
ing fuch feenes of barbarity as can fcarcely be paralleled in the 
hiftory of any country, have returned to England loaded with, 
wealth ; where, intrenching themfelves in borough orEaft-In- 
dia-ftock influence, they have fet juftice at defiance, either in 
the caufe of their country or of opprelfed innocence. 

The affairs of the Eaft India Company are therefore now 
become an objed of the utmoft importance to this nation, 
which it is to be feared may be involved in great difficulties 
whenever the Indian dominions are loft ; or, what is the fame 
thing, whenever they are fo impoverifhed and ruined as to ren- 
der the pofleflion of them unprofitable. Bengal and the do- 
minions dependent thereon are entirely commercial countries, 
which can only flourifh while trade is profperous, the princi- 
ples of which are invariably the fame in all climates. But 
when the affairs of Bengal and its dependencies get into a 
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ruinous courfe, the affairs of the Company, which fo greatly 
depend on thofe provinces, muft of neceflity do the fame. And 
nothing can be more certain than that thofe countries will not 
profper while the Company continue thefre the Merchant- 
fovereign and the Sovereign-merchant, even were it poflible, 
without altering their prefent conftitution, to free their affairs 
from the numberlefs inconveniencies arifing from the diftance 
between the feat of government and the fubjedted provinces ; 
the mifinformation or ignorance among Proprietors and Di- 
rectors, the conftantly fluctuating ftate of parties, the confe- 
quent abfurd and contradictory orders which are continually 
lent out to India, and likewife from the want of due power in 
the Company for controlling their fervants abroad : which 
power it is conceived can never be given to them, becaufe it 
would be erecting imperium in imperio. 

Monopolies of all kinds are in their natures unavoidably per- 
nicious; but an abfolute government of monopolifts, fuchas at 
prefent that of Bengal in faCt is, muft of all be the moft dreadful. 

The foil, revenues, juftice and interior government of thofe 
countries are entirely in the hands of the Englifh Eaft India 
Company ; the prince, whom they call the Grand Mogul, 
being the mere inftrumerit of their power, fet up by them, and 
fupported by a penfion for the ferving of their own private 
purpofes ; the pretended Nabobs of Bengal and Bahar being 
the actual ftipendiary fervants of the faid Company, and the 
Dewannee, under which title they pretend to hold thofe ter- 
ritorial poflfeflions, being a mere fiction, invented for the pri- 
vate purpofes of the Company and their fervants ; and parti- 
cularly intended, if poflible, to fereen their feizing on the fove- 
reignty of the country, by impofing on the Britilh nation ; 
though the difguife was too flimfey to deceive either the in- 
habitants of Hindoftan or other European nations who have 
iettlements in thofe Countries. 
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There is in Bengal no freedom in trade, though by that alone 
it can be made flourifhing and importantly beneficial to the 
Britilh ftate. All branches of the interior Indian commerce, 
are, without exception, entirely monopolies of the moft cruel 
and ruinous natures ; and fo totally corrupted, from every fpe- 
cies of abufe, as to be in the laft ftages towards annihilation. 
Civil juftice is eradicated, and millions are thereby left en- 
tirely at the mercy of a few men, who divide the fpoils of the 
public among themfelves ; while, under fuch defpotifm, fup- 
ported by military violence, the whole interior country, where 
neither the laws of England reach, or the laws or cuftoms of 
thofc countries are permitted to have their courfe, is no better 
than in a ftate of nature. In this fituation, while the poor in- 
duftrious natives are opprefled beyond conception, population 
is decreafing, the manufa<ftories and revenues are decaying, 
and Bengal, which ufed not many years ago to fend annually 
a tribute of feveral millions in hard fpecie to Dehly, is now re- 
duced to fo extreme a want of circulation, that it is not im- 
probable the Company (whofe fervants in Calcutta have al- 
ready been neceffitated, in one feafon, to draw above a mil- 
lion fterling on the Directors, for the exigencies of their trade 
and government) will foon be in want of fpecie in Bengal to 
pay their troops, and in England feen pleading incapacity to 
pay the very annual four hundred thoufand pounds which is 
now received from them by Government. 

The natives of Bengal, whofe miferies have of late been, 
greatly increafed by a calamitous famine, have long looked up 
to heaven and to this nation for relief; which if much longer 
with-held, while they bewail the inefficacy of a conftitution fo 
much boafted of to them, they may be rendered defperate in 
the purfuit of redrefs, and made to join hand and heart with 
the nrft power that happens to oppofe the Engliffi in thofe do- 
minions. Let fuch who place their fecurity in the pretended 
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degeneracy or effeminacy of the natives recoiled, that they are 
thofe very natives who light our Indian battles ; which they 
have fometimes done without a fingle mulket being fired by 
our European troops, to whom they have, on many occafions, 
ihewn themfelves no way inferior in perfonal courage. Per- 
haps it may appear to a confiderate man, upon refledion, that 
it is only the exaggerated fame of what has paft which pre- 
ferves the poffellion of things at prefent, and that the power of 
the Englifh in India may ceafe to be formidable as foon as that 
power becomes well underftood. The fame caufes will ever 
produce like effeds in all countries ; the many muft in time get 
the better of the few, by the fame means whereby the few got 
the better of the many. Let thofe who defpife the Afiatics far- 
ther refled, that the moft defpicable reptiles will turn when 
trod upon ; and that hiftory abounds with inftances of nations 
driven into madnefs by the cruelty of oppreflion. It muft cer- 
tainly be beft to avoid giving occafion for fiich extremities. Be 
it then the more laudable objed, as moft worthy of this na- 
tion, to fecure the hearts of the natives by eftablilhing a due 
adminiftration of juftice, and by encouraging manufadories 
and a free trade in the inland parts of the fubjeded provinces, 
without which they can never profper. Happily for the Eu- 
ropean invaders of India, there is fuch an equipoife between 
Mahomedans and Hindoos, as makes the government of the 
whole, by a few foreigners, more ptadicablc in Bengal than 
it would be in any other part of the world ; fo that if Juftice 
did but hold the fcale, that fuperiority might perhaps be for 
ages maintained. 

The revenues of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and part 
of Oriffa, which the Company colled, were in the year 1765 
eftimated to amount to upwards of three millions fix hundred 
thoufand pounds fterling per annum, and. by proper manage- 
ment they might with eafe have been improved by this time 
£0 fix millions. Befides, there are immenfe commercial ad- 
vantages 
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vantages which might be made of thofe territories by this 
kingdom j but at prefent, under the ridiculous plan of a 
double government, they are every way exhaufled by plun- 
der and oppreflion; and while this nation is gazing after the 
fruit, the Company and their fubftitutes are fuffered to be 
footing up the tree. 

The different interefls of the Company, as fovereigns of 
Bengal and at the fame time as monopolizers of all the trade 
and commerce of thofe countries, operate in diredl oppofiti- 
on, and are mutually definitive of each other ; fo that 
without a new fyflem, the progrefs mull be from bad to 
worfe. The Company, if left of purfue its prefent fyflem, 
will foon ruin itfelf ; the pofleflions in Bengal will be beg- 
gared, and this kingdom deprived of the advantages of thofe 
poffefTions which might be the means of greatly relieving 
the circumftances of the nation, and of railing it to a flate 
of prolperity and power almofl beyond example. 

An unlimited power can fcarce exifl without opprefiion ; 
and governments, when at a great diflance from the con- 
trolling power, are naturally fubjedt to a corrupt adminiflra- 
tion of Juflice ; where the oppreflions of the governed will 
in general be ever found proportionate to tne degree of 
power pofleffed by the Governors. Such is the nature of 
human frailty : and none have ever exhibited greater proofs 
<!>f this frailty than fome of our European Bafhaws in India. 
The meafures neceflary to be taken for the prevention of 
fuch evils, and for eflablifhing the permanent profperity of 
the fubjedted provinces, can never be expected from the 
Company j and particularly while it continues with a con- 
flitution fo defective, and fo inadequate to the prefent alter- 
ed flate of its affairs. 

It is the wifdom mid power of the Legiflature alone that 
can prevent the total impoverifhment or lofs of the Bengal 
provinces, either of which misfortunes might now prove fatal 
in its confequcnce'8 to this kingdom. This can only be effedted 
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by laws for fecuring the impartial adminiftration of juftice 
throughout thofe dominions ; for preventing the commiflion 
of thofe oppreflions and irregularities which have of late years 
prevailed, to the difgrace of a Britifh government ; for more 
eafily and effectually punifhing in India the authors of fuch 
enormities when committed, and for improving and render- 
ing permanent thofe refources which the nation has a right to 
expeCt from the conquered countries. Such laws would equally 
tend to promote the laudable and defirable objeCt of regaining 
and fecuring an intcreft in the hearts of the fubjeCted natives, 
who wilh only to receive their protection and happinefs from 
a Britifh Sovereign : in which ftate of things this nation might 
long poflefs the Bengal provinces, even againft the combined 
efforts of Indian enemies and European rivals. 

If objects like thefe fhould not be thought unworthy <jf the 
fcrious attention of the Britifh Government, then will the fol- 
lowing flieets, for the information they contain, however un- 
deferving in other refpeCts, merit the perufal of every member 
of the legiflature. And it fhould be hoped, that all pleas 
grounded on fuch charters as are not wholly conftitutional, 
will be treated with the contempt they defervc, when fet up 
as a defence for obftruCting the inquiries, or preventing the 
mod effectual intervention of parliament, for fecuring thofe 
grand objeCts of true national policy, which by fuch means 
can only be fecured. And it ought equally to be hoped, that 
the wifdom of parliament will eftablifh due fecurity againft 
any unconftitutional influence of military power ; becaufe it 
would, in its effeCts, prove equally ruinous to thofe coun- 
tries, the Company and this kingdom, in the prefent fttu- 
ation of Britifh affairs. 

The Writer of thefe fheets, who was many years in the fer- 
vice of the Company in Bengal, and is an Alderman or Judge 
of the Mayor’s Court of Calcutta, agreeably to the chai u_r, 
writes not with any view of advantage to himfelf. He lias felt 
the iron rod of oppreflion from the Company and their fer- 
vants, in many instances equally grievous with any that are 

herein 



XI 


PREFACE. 

herein laid before the public ; but having appealed for jufticc 
to the laws of this country, (though it mlift be fome years 
before he can obtain it) he forbears at prefent to fay more of 
himfelf or his caufe than, that he was marked out for venge- 
ance in Bengal, for his profeflional abilities, even fmall as 
they were, and his fuccefs in fuch mercantile undertakings as 
rather entitled him to the bleffings of the natives and the ap- 
probation of this country, as they were ufefully obflrudtive 
to mifehievous monopolifts, and of fervice to the Company, 
though offenfive to their principal fervants. During the 
whole period of his fervitude, he never had violated a law of 
this kingdom, or been guilty of any bad pra&ice ; but had 
always been faithful and zealous in the fervice of the Compa- 
ny, whofe Directors he defies to lay before their conftituents 
fo much as a fingle charge that can vindicate their proceed- 
ings againft him, or any accufation, grounded on truth or 
reafon, to convift him of a breach of duty in any moral ca- 
pacity or conncdion, or that will ftand the teft of candid 
Scrutiny by any one man of real honour and undemanding. 
Nevertheless, by the oppreflions under which, fingle and 
unfupported, he has patiently fuffered, he has actually loft 
fixty out of ninety thoufand pounds fterling of a fortune ac- 
quired by many years induftry in lawful and laudable com- 

Thus much the Writer has prefumed he was in jultice au- 
thorized to fay of himfelf, in order to obviate calumny, 
which is often added to perfection, for the fake of juftify- 
ing it. He is fenfible that this publication will even endan- 
ger his getting poffeflion of a great part of the remainder of 
his fcattered fortune : neverthelefs, moderate and contented 
with what will remain to him, let what may be the confe- 
quence, he has at this, critical juncture, preferred to every 
temporizing view, the difeharge of his confcience, from a 
real and fincere regard to the .welfare and rights of mankind 
in general, and to the interefts of this kingdom in particular; 
for tho’ he has not the honour of being a natural-born fub- 
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jed of Great Britain, yet being from his infancy bred in it, 
and having always lived among the natives of this happy 
country, he is in heart an Englishman, and wifhes to be no 
other, fo. long as the oppreffed can obtain, from Englifh laws, 
juftice adequate to their injuries. 

Many gentlemen of the profeffion of Nabob-makings per- 
haps not a few who have in view the entering upon that pro- 
feffion, and even fome Directors, who may be ftiled the makers 
of Nabob- makers, who together may pofiefs a powerful mafs 
of wealth, will naturally be the underhand arraigners or oppo- 
fers of what is advanced or recommended in the feveral parts 
of this work : but as fails are obftinate things, the Writer does 
not much apprehend they will venture openly to difpute the 
truth of fuch as he now offers to the confideration of the pub- 
lic. He has confined himfelf as much as poffible to fuch pub- 
lic ails of Indian government as were neceffary to be exhibited 
in proof of what he has in many places aflerted, wherein it is 
not men but meafures , when bad, that he wiffies to expofe, in 
order only for reformation ; efteeming it his undoubted right, 
in common with all others, to ferutinize into the public tranf- 
ailions of all men in public ftations, but particularly as they 
may appear calculated for the good or hurt of the fociety of 
which he is a member. The India Direilors will fcarce tax 
the Writer with ingratitude, after having treated him with the 
mod extreme cruelty, or blame him for expofing their fecrets, 
when national benefit is the objed in view j but if they jfhould 
deem him adverfe to the Company’s intereft, which he really 
is not, as the prefs is the fureft tell of truth, it mufi be allowed, 
that he who refers the merits of his arguments and fads to that 
feverefl of trials, does not ad like an ungenerous adversary. 

After perufing the many extraordinary accounts contained 
in thefe Iheets, the impartial reader will naturally wonder, 
how fuch things could fo long be concealed from the public. 
The reafon of which however has been, that the perfons ca- 
pable of informing them have been interefled in with-hold 
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ing fuch information. Even the friends * in England of in- 
jured men abroad will not often venture to make their letters 
public, for fear of heaping heavier misfortunes on the op- 
prefled, or thole connected with them, who are in the pow- 
er of the Company, or their fubftitutes in India ; as the 
Court of Diredors have always ftridly prohibited f, to their 
dependents, the communication of any accounts of their 
affairs in India to private perfons in England. Sometimes 
the injured 1 who come home for redrefs, hold their tongues 
in order to make their terms with the Company, and go out 
again to India in advantageous ftations : and, in ftiort, among 
almoft all the gentlemen who have once been in thofe coun- 
tries there is fuch a powerful ftring of connedions, and 
fuch hopes or fuch fears prevail, either for themfelves or 
their friends, as make the obtaining of authentic vouchers 
very difficult. If this had not been the cafe, we fhould 
liave had it in our power to have laid before the public ma- 
ny documents of a more curious and interefting nature than 
even thofe we have produced, and which mull now remain 
concealed, till time, the difeoverer of all truth, gives us an 
opportunity for exhibiting them in another volume. 

* A narrative of the murder of an Englifli gentleman, by the fervants of a 
Zemindar in the diftrids of Sutalury, eaftward of Calcutta, which happened in 
December 1766, was with-held from the writer upon this very principle. 

+ In the 96th and 97th paragraphs of a letter from the Honourable Court of 
Eaft India Diredors to the Prdident and Council at Bengal, dated the 19th Fe- 
bruary 1 766* are the following words. 

4t We have frequently reprefented the bad tendency of fending to private per- 
“ fons accounts or our affairs in India, and forbade iuch pradices, particularly 
4 ‘ in our letters to you under date of the ift April 1760, par. 116; the 19th Feb. 
44 1762, par. 57 j and the ift June 1764, par. 48. And as the like notices 
44 were communicated to our other Prcfidences, no perl'on can with propriety 
44 plead ignorance of them. In order intirely to put a ftop to theft; prejudicial 
•* pradices, we now confirm, in the ftrongeft manner, the diredions we have 
u given in our before-mentioned letters-, and we enjoin you, our Prefidcnt and 
44 Council, to take care that they are ftridly carried into execution for the future; 
44 and you are to make thefe our orders as publickly known as pofiible, that no 
44 perlhn, in whatever ftation he may be, can have it in his power to plead u>no- 
44 ranee.**'— And the general mftrudions of the Diredors to their laid Prefitkm 
and Council have of late years always been, that if any perfon or perfons fhould 
be guilty of the fmalleft contravention of their orders, they were to have the 
Company's protection withdrawn from them , and be (ent prifoners to England. 
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r HE papers contained in the Appendix are many of them copies 
of very imperJ'eCt tranjlations of treaties, fuch as are in the poffieffion of 
the kaft India Company, and being all the work of others, we are not 
anfwerabk for their incorreClnefs. We have taken the liberty of al- 
tering the titles of forne of thofe papers, and fometimes of correcting the 
Jpelling of proper names and other unlranfated AJiatic words, for the writ- 
ing of which in European characters there has been no fettled mode of fpel- 
ling, every one having written fuch words as they Jlruck his own ear, or ac- 
cording to his own peculiar way qffpeUing ; though it mujl be confejfed the 
founds of fame AJiatic letters cannot be cxprejfed by European characters. 
The want however of a competent knowledge in reading and writing the 
Indian languages has been the principal caufe of this variety of fpelling, and 
has often occajioned the ufng of wrong words : fuch as Sflbah, which, al- 
though it means the diJlriCt under a Subahdar, is not unfrequently, though 
erroneoufly ufed for the latter word, even by Eajl India Directors. In 
quoting authentic papers, or the writings of others, we have frequently been 
neceffitated to retain the AJiatic words j and in writing them, in the body of 
this work, we have endeavoured to adhere to the orthography of the natives 
where it could be praClifed-, excepting in words now commonly known among 
us, which would thereby be Jo difguifed as to become unknown. For example, 
though we have thought proper to write Jagucer Japenjion) injlead of Jag- 
hire, Dehly ( the capital of Hmdojtdn) injlead of Delly, we have not ven- 
tured to write Ahmedabad for Amadavat, the capital of Guzerdt, or 
Sipahy infead of Seapoy or Sepoy, the words by which the Black Infantry 
are now univerfally known. Another reafon has alfo obliged us to retain 
feveral of the AJiatic words, as ufed by others, there are many names, 
particularly of the offices of government , which cannot be tranfated into 
Englijh without much circumlocution, to fubfitute that Engliffi word 
which appeared nearejl to the Afiatic, would be conveying to the mind of the 
reader a very inadequate idea of the objeCl. Such words, therefore, as 
occur in the text unexplained, the reader will be pleafed to feek in the fol- 
lowing GlojJ'ary, wherein we have given J'ucb explanations, according to 
the Bengal ufage, as have been adopted by others, together with Jbme that 
rre new j and we have alfo accented the words * to direct the pronunciation. 

Notwilhflanding the utmof attention of the Writer in Juperintending 
the prefs, many errors have crept in, which he has not bad in his power to 
correct. Some are taken notice of in the fubjoined Errata; and fuch 
others, ?iot noticed, as will appear evidently to be errors of the Prejs, he 
mujl leave to the correction of the indulgent reader, to whofe candor he 
alfo J'ubmits the many errors in compoftion which may occur to him : the ob- 
jects of the Writer having been only to convey to the reader a knowledge of 
fa bis in plain Englijh, as a merchant, in the bejl manner the little leifure 
be is tnajler of would enable him. 
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A 

AN N A. The fixteenth part of a Rupee . 

" Jumtm . An officer employed by the government to infpedl the ftate of the revenues of 
anydiflriCl ; a fupervifor. Alfo fometimes an arbitrator, or umpire. 

A 6 ml. 1 An officer inferior to* or under the Aumeen , employed on the fame bufinefs of the 

Aumildar . 3 revenues. 

Aur&ng. A manufacturing town, or village. 

B 

Banyan . See chapter IX. page 83. 

Batta , The extraordinary allowance paid the tnilitary^when on field-duty. Alfo the agio, 
allowance, or rate of exchange between rupees of different fpccies. 

Bazar, A market place. — A daily market. 

Bath-leaf. The aromatic leaf of a fhrub growing like a vine, which is always chewed, to- 
gether with the nut called beetle-nut. It is called Paan by the natives. 

BetU-nui . A nut produced by a very tall, (lender, and upright tree : which, with other in- 
gredients, is conftantly chewed by all ranks of people, from the king to the beggar ; 
infomuch that it is efteemed a neceffary of life. It is called Soopary by the natives. 

Begum. A princefs. Any great man’s wife. Some have erroneoufly tranflated it, queen ; 
whereas the king’s lady is called Mhleekah. 

Bercunduz . A foot-fold ter, armed with a matchlock. 

Buckjhy . Pay-maffcr of the troops. Alfo pay-mafter, in general, for all difburfements of 
government. 

Buckferree. A foot-foldier, armed with fword and target, or a fpcar j generally employed :as 
a. guard in conducing treafure or goods. 

Bunder . A fea-port. — Alfo fometimes ufed for a cuflom-houfe.. 

Buxbunder. The office of cufloms at Hoogly. 

Callary . Properly Khaliary *— A fait- work : commonly called fait- pans. 

Canongo . The officer appointed by the fovereign as regiflerof a province. 

Chbkey . A watch-houfe. — Alfo a place appointed for the receipt of cufloms, or duties. 

Chokeyddr . A watchman. — Alfo the officer of a Cbokey . 

Chout , A fourth part. Commonly ufed for the tribute of the fourth part of the revenues 
which the Marahtahs claim from many governments in India. Alfo the duty col- 
lected upon judicial dcciftons in the Cutchcrry- courts of Hindoflan. 

Choutarry . A Bengal corruption of Chout . 

Chewdry . A chief of land-holders, or farmers. Properly he is above the Zemindar in rank ; 

, but according toprefent ufage in Bengal, he is deemed the next in rank to theZemindar, 

Chowdrawy . Properly Cbowdrayet. The jurifdidion of a Chewdry . 

Chuhdar , A flaff-bcarer, A neceffary attendant in the train of a great man, who proclaims 
the approach of vifitors, &c. He generally carries a large filver flaff of about five feet 
long in his hands : and among the Nabobs he proclaims their praifes aloud as he runs 
before their palanqueens. 

Chucklah . An affcmblage of the fmaller divifions of a province, generally the jurifdiCtion of a 
Fowzddr . 

Chuncim . Lime made of fhetlsx>r floncs. Such, as the natives eat with their beetle, is made 
of the former, 

Cooley. A porter, or labourer of any kind, 

Ccury. 
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Cowry. A fmall fhell, which paffes for money, of which, from 4000 to 4800, go to a rupee. 
The cheapnefc of provifions in -Bengal makes it convenient to have io very low a me- 
dium for dealings among the poor. 

Cron of Rupees. One hundred lacks. 

Crooty . Properly Karooree. An officer who collc&s the revenues under a lord-lieutenant of a 
province ; for which h? makes himfelf refponfible, in confideration of a commillion 
of 2 or 3 per cent . 

CuJJqu. The allowance, or agio upon the exchange of rupees, in contradiftin&ion to Btitia. 
Batta is properly the fum deduced, and Cujfore the fum added, 

Cutclwry . A court of jufticc. Alfo an office Into which the rents are delivered * or for the 
tranfa&ion of any other public bufinefs, 

CutwdL An officer who in all cities has the care of punching thieves ; thofe who drink or fell 
intoxicating liquors and keep diforderly houfes ; and who takes cognizance of fuch 
other matters as are not of confequence enough to he brought before the fowziar* 

D 

Dainty . The money paid in advance to a merchant* or manufacturer, on a contract for 

goods. 

Dolled. A broker. 

Duroga. An overfccr. 

Dawk . Poftmcn Rationed at ftages, of about 10 miles diflance from one another, for the 
conveying of letters. 

Dufter Kbana. An office for keeping the government-accounts. In common v fage, any 
office or counting-houfe. 

Durbar . The court of a Mogul, Nabob, or any great man, Sometimes it means the pa- 
lace, and fometimes the levee only, 

Dujl'ore. A cuftomary allowance. In Bengal generally under&ood to be that which the 
Banyan receives on all Tales and purchafes. 

Dujluek . A paffport, permit, or order. In the Englilh Company** affairs it generally means 
the permit under their broad leal, which exempts goods from the payment of duties, 

E 

Enam. A gift from a fuperior to an inferior. 

ftmaum . A divifion of a province under the fuperintendency of an Etmaumdar , 

Etmaumdar. A land-holder, or fuperintendant of the revenues of a fmall divifion of a province, 
called Etmatan. 

F 

fir maun. A grant, order, decree, or command of the emperor. In Bengal, it is commonly 
ufed for the patent of the Emperor Furrukhfeer, granting to the Englifti a liberty of 
trading duty-free. 

f owzdar , An officer in all great cities, originally appointed by the emperor, who has charge 
of the police, and takes cognizance of all criminal matters. Sometimes it is one who 
receives the rents from the Zemindars, and accounts with the government for them : 
The diftriCt of lands under hisjurifdidtion, or fuperintendency in fuch cafe, is called 
a Chucklab. 

G 

Chat. An entrance into a country over mountains, or through any difficult pafiage.— .Alfo a 
landing place on a river fide— particularly where duties are collected. 

Ghatbarry . A tax uoon boats, collected at the Ghats or Cbbkeys . 

Golah . < A warehoule, of which the walls are generally raifed of mud and thatched, fpr keep- 
ing grain, fait, &c. 

Gomajlab . An agent. In Bengal it is generally underftood to be thofe who are fent info 
the country to purchafc goods, on monthly wages ; commonly Gcntoos. 

Gunge . A granary, or market for grain. 

CuTdrbaUn. An officer who collects dities on the high roads and at the ferries# 


Hacktnu 
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Hacieref. A fpccles of cart, drawn by oxen. 

Hagee. One who has performed the pilgrimage to Mecca, which every true Mahomedan 
thinks himfelf bound to do once in his life. 

Havt . A market kept on dated days. 

HavaUar, A fubaltern officer of feapoy9, of the rank of a fericant. 

Htgera . The flight of Mahomed from Mecca, from which the Mahomedan iEra com* 
menccs. It begins the 16th July, A. D. 622. 

Hujbulbookwn. An official confirmation, under the feal of the vizier, enforcing obedience t* 
the Emperor’s Firmaun . 

Huzzoor . The prefence.— Applied, by way of eminence, to the Mogul’s court, According 
to polite ufage it is now applied to the prefence of every Nabob, or great man. 

Huzzoor Nevees . The fccretary who refides at court, and keeps copies of all Firmauns records, 
or letters, 

I 

Imahm. An ordinary pried. 

IJJam. The true faith, according to Mahomedans. 

Jagueer . Any penfion from the Grand Mogul, or King of Dchly 5 generally inch as are 
affigned for military ferviccs. 

Jagucerddr . The holder, or pofleffor of a Jagueer. It comes from three Perfian words, Ja , a 
place ; gueriftun> to take ; and dajhtun , to hold : quafi a placeholder, or penfioner. In 
the times of the Mogul empire, all the great officers of the court, called Omrahs y were 
allowed Jagueer s y either in lands of which they colle&ed the revenues, or affignments 
upon the revenues for fpecified fums, payable by the lord lieutenant of a province : 
which fums were for their maintenance, and the lupport of fuch troops as they were 
neceffitated to bring into the field when demanded by the Emperor, as the condition of 
their Jagueers, which were always revocable at pleasure. 

Jarnaddr . An officer of horfe, or foot.— Alfo the head, or fuperintendant of the Peons in the 
Sewaury, or train of any great man. 

K 

Kdzy. A Mahomedan judge, or magiftrafce ; appointed originally by the Count of Dehly to 
adminiftcr juilice according to their Written law; but particularly in matters relative 
to marriages, the Tales of houfes, and tranfgreffions of the Koran.— He attefls or au- 
thenticates writings, which under his fcal arc admitted as the originals, in proof. 

Kijlbundee . ^ An account agreed to of payments to be made at dated times, iu difeharge of a 
fpecified fum. 

Kbalfab . Belonging to the king. 

Kbalfab- Lands. Crown Lands. 

Kbdifab Sbereef \ The office in which the king’s accounts were palled. 

L 

Lack of Rupees . One hundred thoufand rupees ; which fuppofing them flandard, or ftcc as y at 
two {hillings and fixpence, amounts to 12,500!. derling. 

M 

Mahdh A harne given to every fund producing any particular revenue, or duty ; as the fait 
or nimuck-tnahal is that on which arife the duties on fait. 

Mangon . An impofition collated by the officers of the Cbokeys and Ghdt% as a perquifite for 
thcmfelves, or the Zemindars . 

Maund . A variable weight. In Bengal from 72 to 80 lb. 

Mobur . Aflfeal. — Alfo a gold rupee. ' 

Mohuree . Any writer, or under-clerk among the natives in Bengal, 

MoKinguee . A worker of fait, a falt-makcr. 

MootecbphiL An officer who examines accounts, and puts his Teal on them, when palled in 
the fubordinate Cutcherries % before they are fent to court, 

[cj 
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Afouzn. A parifb. — Sometimes a hamlet only. 

Ahickhaudum. A fuperior officer of the revenues in a village ; the fame as Cbowdry . 

Alufty . A high pried. It fignifics properly, interpreter of the law. — He is under the KAzj . 

Mullah. A iVIahomcdan judge. — An interpreter of the Koran. Likewife a School- matter, 

Mitnjly. A fecreiary for the feriian language. 

Ahojub. A title, or dignity ; pod, or office. 

A hjnud. An elevated place of diftin&ion in the Durbdr for the prince to fit on. A throne. 

Mutchukah. An obligatory, or penalty-bond, generally taken from inferior* by an adt of com- 
pulfion. 

Mutfed'let . A general name for all officers employed in taking the accounts of the S6bab t or 
government ; it is alfo ufed for the clerks of any great man. 

* N 

Nabob. Properly Navdb , the plural of Naib. As ufed in Bengal, it is the fame as Nazim, It 
is a title alfo given to the wives and daughters of princes, as well as to the princes 
themfelves. 

Naib. A deputy. 

N linear. An allowance in an affignment upon the revenues, or the lands themfelves, origi- 
nally given as charity for the relief of the poor \ but generally -taken by the rich. 

Nazim. The lord lieutenant, vicc-roy, or governor of a province : the fame as Subabdar , or 
Nabob. 

Nod at. The pod, office, or jurifdiftion of a AWZ-, or deputy. 

A izamut. The pod, office, or jurifdi&ion of a Naiii 0 , or Viceroy of a Province. 

Nuzzer. ? A prel'cnt, or offering from an inferior to a fuperior. In HindoiHn no man 

\ uzzerdnah. 5 ever approaches his fuperior for the fird time on bufinefs, without an offer- 
ing, of at lead a gold or filver rupee in his right hand ; which if not taken, it is 
citeemed a mark of disfavour. A uzzeidnab is alfo ufed for the fum paid to the go- 
vernment, as an acknowledgement for a grant of lands, or any public office. 

O 

Uhlahdur. An officer of the revenues, the fame as Cmry. 

Umrah. A man of the firit rank in the Mogul empire. A nobleman. It is the plural of the 
Arabic Ameer . 

P 

Pad/hah. Emperor. King. 

Palati queen. A vehicle carried on men’s fhoul Jer9, commonly ufed for riding in. They are 
of two forts, one for fitting in like a fedan, and the other containing a bed, on which 
the perfon extends himfelf at full length. 

Peon. A foot-foldier, armed with fword and target. In common ufe it is a footman fo armed 
employed to run before a Palanquecn. — Piadah is the proper word, from which Peea 
is a corruption.- 

Pe'gbnnah. The larged fubdivifion of a province, whereof the revenues are brought to one 
particular Head CuUberry , from whence the accounts and cafh are tranfmitted to the 
general Cutcheny of the province. 

Pttu'anab. An order, warrant, gtant, or even a letter from a fuperior to a dependent. 

tUjhcnjb. A fine, tribute, or quit-rent paid to government, as an acknowledgment for any 
tenure. 

Pod/ir. A money changer, or teller, under a Shroff'. 

Pykar. A broker, inferior to thofe called Dallals> who tranfa&s the bufinefs at firft hand 
with the manufmfturer, and fometimes carries goods about for fate. 

Pyke. A wat.hman employed as a guard at night. Likewife a footman, or runner, on bu- 
finefs of the lands. They are generally armed with a fpear. 


R 

SLubadit . An officer who has charge of the highways, the examination of paflcngeri, and the 
collection of cudoras where any are there collected. 

Rebi)t)k. 
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Recayah, It is fo written in the Company’* ^Treaties, but it fhould be Redyaby which U the 
plural of the Arabic Ryot. 

Refaula. A command. A regiment. 

Riw&na. A certificate from the calie&or of the cuftoms. 

Rupee. A filver coin worth about two (hillings and fixpence. 

Ryot . A tenant, who is generally: both a hufbandman and manufacturer. 

S, 

Stopoy . Afoldier. This word is generally ufed for the Indian Infantry difeiplined after the 
European manner. 

Seer. The fortieth part of a Mamd. 

Serai . A building on the high road, or in large bities, ere&ed for the accommodation of tra- 
vellers. 

Sewaury, . The train of attendants who accompany a Nabob, or other great man on the 
road. 

Sezdwul. An officer employed at a monthly falary to collect the revenues. 

Shah. The king, 

Shah Mum. Tnc king of the world, — The title given to the India Company’s Grand Mo- 
gul, the Prince Ally Gohdr. 

Shdjlro. The religious books, or Scriptures of the Brahmins. It is alfo ufed in common for 
any book of Science. 

Shtreef. Noble, or magnificent. 

Shroff'. A banker, or money-changer : properly Serdf. 

Sicca. Any new coin. It means ftamft or f caled \ but is particularly ufed for the ftandard 
filver-rupee. 

Siddeey or Sedte. An Arabic title, by which the Abiffinians,or//^/y; are always diftinguifhed 
in the courts of Hindoftan $ where being in great repute for firmnefs and fidelity, they 
arc generally employed as commaivders of forts., or in polls of great trufl. 

Sircar , Any office under the government. It is fometimes ufed for the ftate,or government 
itfelN Likewife a province, or any number of Perg&tmahi placed under one head in 
the government-books, for convcniency in keeping accounts. In common ufjge in 
Bengal, the Under -Banyans of European gentlemen arc called Sircars. 

Sirdar , or Surdar. A chief, leader, or commander. 

Soontaburddr. An attendant, who carries a filver bludgeon in his hand, of about two or three 
feet long, and runs before the Palanqueen . He is inferior to the Chubdar ; the propriety 
of an Indian Sewaury requiring two Soontaburddr s for every Chubdar in the train. 

Subah. The general name of the vicc-royfhips, or greater governments, into which the 
Mogul empire was divided, confining of feveral provinces. The jurifdi£tion of a Su » 
bahddr ; the fame as Subahjhip, Subahddree or Nizdmut. 

Subahddr. The vice-roy, lord lieutenant, or governor, holding a Sabah ; the fam* as Nakst> % 
or Ndzim. Alfo the black commander of a company of Seapoys. 

Subahddree. ^ 

Subahddry. > Sec Subah * 

Sdbahffiip . ^ 

Sultdnut. The crown; throne ; empire, or government, 

Sun. The year: thus Siccas of the ill, zd, or 3d Sun , are the ftandard filver rupees of thr 
1 ft, 2d, or 3d year of a prince’s reign ; which is marked on the coin. 

S&nnud. A grant, charter, or patent from any great man in authority. 

Sunott. Rupees of old dates, on which a dilcount is allowed, are fo called ; properly k 
Ihould be Sunwdt. 

T 

Tagdbey. Money lent to a hulbandman at intereft, to enable him to cultivate his land ; fm 
payment of which the enfuing crop is bound. 

TrttcMJry I A fubdivifton of the lands of a Zemindar y, held by a TafaMar. 

[ C2 ] 
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Talookdar, A renter under a Zemindar , of the fubdivifion called Takok, 

Tankf&lL A mint. 

'I anna, A frnall fort. 

Tcep. A note of hand. In Bengal particularly ufed for thofe notes given before-hand for 
money to be paid for fervices to be performed. 

Tunkhaw . An alignment of lands* or the revenues of them, for any particular dilburfe- 
ments, or purpofe of government. 

U 

Ultumgau . An allowance paid from the revenues, as a largefs, to religious men, dolors# 
or profeflors of fcience. It Khould be writted jfltumghau. 

V 

VakeeJ. An agen t, or charge des affaires, 

Vizmut, The poll, or office of a vizier. 

Y 


Tefawul. A ftate-meflenger. 


Z 


Zemindar . Literally a land-holder, who is accountable to government for the revenue** 
Zeminddry , The jurifdiftion of a Zeminddr: the lands held by him. 
fynana. Belonging to women. — The women’s apartments. The Seraglio. 
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INDIA AFFAIRS. 


C H A P. I. 

INTRODUCTION. 


I N the degrees fcope and encouragement are given to induftry, 
a country will naturally grow populous and wealthy : but though 
the great objeCts of nations, as of individuals, are profperity and power, 
the means either of acquiring or preferving them are not unfrequently 
miftaken. 

Induftry will be beft applied to agriculture, manufacturing and com- 
merce. Of thefe, the two former are mutual fupports of each other ; and 
when made to co-operate with commerce and navigation, they, all toge- 
ther, will lay the mod lafting foundations of opulence and might. 

Thefe arts, with efficient laws for individual protection and due punilh- - 
ment, and an able and upright administration of juftice, if made all fully 
to operate under a wife, moderate and beneficent government, will con- 
ftitute what may be called the perfection of human policy ; and prove 
equally the fource of abundant wealth, power and felicity. 

Agriculture, fingly, perhaps never did materially enrich or ftrengthen 
any country; as, in fuch cafe, even the commerce and navigation 
arifing from it will be carried on by other nations. Manufactories, 
beyond all other means, ferve to populate and enrich a country : but 
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thole only which are mod laborious * add greatly to its Arength. Na- 
vigation, on the other hand, ftrengthens more than it enriches : and com- 
merce introduces not only abundant wealth, but likewife much ufeful 
knowledge. 

Hindothin, from time immemorial, pradtifed agriculture and manu- 
facturing in an extraordinary degree ; and they ferved to make her po- 
pulous and wealthy almolt beyond example. But by negleding foreign 
commerce (he has continued deficient in various kinds of ufeful know- 
ledge ; and from her want of many laborious arts, and not pradtiling navi- 
gation in any confidcrable degree, (he never grew iufficiently powerful to 
be fecurc of her own defence. 

The extraordinary religious fupcrftitions of the Hindoos, or Gcntoos *f* # 
and the very unfociable manners that naturally were confequent there- 
of, proved infuperablc bars to their viliting foreign countries. They 
therefore principally confined themfelvcs to agriculture and manufa&ur- 
ing, leaving remote commerce and navigation to thofe who would go and 
deal with them in their own country : lb that, as hath already been ob- 
lervcd, the induftry which fo abundantly augmented their wealth, did 
not ferve to increafc, in any proportional degree, either their general 
knowledge or national power. 

From very ancient times, we hear much of far-diAant nations going 
to trade with the Indians, but nothing of the people of India ever going 
to trade with them. In like manner, the writers in remote times make 
frequent mention of the great wealth of the Indians, but fay little of 
their power: nor indeed could the latter have ever been very confi- 
tlerable* bccaufe we know they were cafily fubdued at different periods 
of time. 

Perhaps the principal provinces of HindoAan, while they continued 
nneonquered by any foreign power, were never much farther united 
iban by religion and manners. Their original population, which muft 
have been extremely ancient, was inanifeitly of the primitive or patri- 
archal kind. Communities grew out of families, which continually 
were branching off j and with but little variation from each other, they 

* All fitting employments are apt to debilitate the human frame, and thofe which are excef- 
ftvely toilfomc too fall eahauft its llrcngth ; but fuch as are moderately laborious ferve greatly to 
invigorate both the body and mind, as is apparent from the practice of hufbandry, navigation and 
njoftof the handicuft arts j for they generally make men animated, vigorous and robufh 
t Gtntia is a Portuguexe word, meaning Gentila , in the Scriptural phrafe j by which general 
appellation, thev at firtt called all the natives of India, whether Mahomedans or Hindoos. From 
them the Enalifo have adopted the term Gttttsa j by which, according to theprefent ufage, they 
diftinguifh the Hindoos, or followers of Brimha, from the Mahomedans* or MufTulmen, whom 
they commonly, though improperly, call Moors* Of Moormen. 
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lived by fuch rules as were preicrihcd by an original Lawgiver, Chief, 
or R&jah, by whofe name each refpe&ive country was originally known. 
One caft, or tribe, were appointed to inftrudt, another to protect and 
rule, and the reft to fuch profeflions and occupations as were uleful 
and neceflary ; in which modes of preferibed practice, as far as they were 
able, they have iince continued to live. 

The Hindoos, like the Chincfe, pretend to tlic honour of exiftence, 
as a nation, for a great abundance of ages before the Chriftian calcula- 
tion of the commencement of time, or creation of the world. But as 
every thing which they fay of fuch fuppofed times is confidered as fa- 
bulous, the writers who molt favour their pretcnfions to antiquity arc 
not inclined to believe they can have any hiftorical accounts of their coun- 
try, to be relied on, fo far backward as five thoufand years. 

The Samfcrit, or Shanfcrit *, a moft noble and ancient, though now 
a dead language, underftood only by the Brahmins, has been hitherto 
the impenetrable repofitory of the literary treafures of that order of 
men. They are known to have many books that treat of religion 
and philofophy, and it is faid like wife of hiftory. Their four books of 
Divine Laws and Inftrudtions, called Bhades, are written in poetic 
ftanzas ; and they are held fo (acred, that no other order of their own 
people are permitted to read them, (hould they be able fo to do, And 

fuch 

* The curious reader will cxcufe the following extracts relative to this language from parti 
of a letter of the father Pons, a French miflionary, written from India in the year 1740, as con- 
tained in Lettics Edifiantes. Paris edition, 1743, Vol. 26, pages 221 to 232. 

“ Les fciences k les beaux arts, qui ont ete cultives avee autant de gloire k de fucces par les 
Grecs & Ics Romains, ont flcuri parcillement dans PInde ; k toutc Pantiquitc rend temoinage au 
meiite des Gyrnnofophiftcs, qui font evidemment les Brahmancs, ec fur-tout ceux qui parmi 
eux renoncent au mondc, & fe font Saniajji. 

La Grammaire desBrahmanes peut etre mife au rang dei plus belles fciences; jamais Panalyfe 
& Ja Synthcfe ne furent plus heureufement employees, que dans leurs ouvraccs grammaticaux 
de la langue Samjkret on bumjkroutan. 11 me paroit que cette langue fi admirable par fon harmo- 
nic, fon abondance, & fon energie, etoit autrefois la langue vivante dans les Pays babites paries 
premiers Brahmancs. 

II eft etonuant que Pefprit humain ait pu atteindre a la perfection de Part, qui eclattc dans ce* 
grammaircs : les auteurs y ont reduit par Panalyfe la plus riche langue du monde, a un petit 
nombra d’elemens primitifs, qu’on peut regarder commc# Caput mortuum de la langue. CcseJe- 
nrxns'ne font par eux-memes d f aucun ufage, ils nc fignifient proprement rien, ils ont fculemc nt 
rapport a une idee ; par cxemple, Kru a PidCe d’a&ion. Les elemens fecondaircs qui affc&ent lc 
primitif, font, les terminaifons qui le fixent b etre nom ou verbe ; celles felon lefquellcs il doit fc 
dcclincr ou conjuguer; un certain nombrede fyllabcs a placer entre Pele'ment primitif k les ter- 
minaifons quelquei propofitions, &c, — APapproche dcs elemens fecondaircs Ic primitif change fou- 
vent de figure • Kru , par exemple, devient, felon ce quiltii eft ajoute, Kar, Kar, Kri, Kir, Kcr, 
kc. La fynthCfe reunit k combine tous ccs elemens k cn forme une variete infinie de termes 
d’ufage. 

Ce font les regies de cette union k de cette combinaifon des elemens, que la grammaire en» 
(eigne, deforte qu’un Ample dcolier, qui ne f^auroit rien que la grammaire, ncuten operant felon 
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fuch is the influence of prieftcraft and fuperftition over their minds, that 
they have been made to believe any endeavour at the acquifition of fuch 
knowledge would be an unpardonable fin : they therefore never feek to 
obtain it. And ffiould a Brahmin be known to communicate any part 
of thofe books to men of other tribes, his punilhment would be imme- 
diate excommunication, or expulfion from his own, which would be 
a degradation and infamy that they confidcr to be far worfe than death. 

No ftronger proof can be furnifhed of the infuperable difficulties to be 
encountered in fuch an undertaking, than the fad, well known in India, 
of an Emperor of Hindoftan, the great Akbur, mifearrying in an artful 
endeavour for that purpofe *. He impofed a well-inftruded youth on 
the Brahmins, as an orphan of their tribe, to be educated by them, in 
order to acquire a knowledge of their fecrets, language and learning : but 
his defigns were all fruftrated. 

Great difficulties mud occur in all attempts to acquire the Samfcrit 
language, as well from the great referve of the Brahmins, as from the 
total want of fuch books as mud be neceffary for that purpofe j the 
utmoft of what has been publifhed in Europe thereon, extending no 
farther than to the letters of its alphabet •f’> and their combinations. It 
has however often been undertaken by feveral Engliffi gentlemen, 
though hitherto without fuccefs, from the want of fufficient helps. 
During two years refidcnce at Ban&ras, the writer could find no books 
in any other language that would ferve in any degree as a medium for 
acquiring it, though there are, in it, very good ones for that purpofe : 
fo that whoever undertakes to learn this language, muft frame his own 


les regies, fur une racine ou dldment primitif, en tirer plufieurs milliers de mots vraiment Sam- 
fonts \ cV-ft cctart qui a donne )e nom a la langue, car Samforet fignific fynthetique ou compose. 

Peut £tre que depuis le venerable Pere de Nobilibus, il n*y a eu perfonne aflez habile dans 1 c 
Samfirfty pour examiner les chofes par foi-meme. J*ai vu dans un manufcrit du Perede Bourzes, 
que dans certain Pays de la C6tc de Malabar, les Gentiles celebroient la delivrancc dcs Juifs fous 
Efther, ct qu'ils donnoient A cette Fete !c nom de Yuda Tirounal % Fete de Juda. 

Lc feul moyen de pin£ticrdans Pantiquitc Indienne, furtouten cc qui conccrnc Phiftoirc, 
c’eftd’avoir un grand gout pour cette fcience, d’acqucrir unc connoiflfance parfaitedu Samforet y k 
de faire des depenfes aufquelles il n*y a qu’un grind Prince qui puiffc fournir : jufqu’a ce que 
ccs trois chofes fe trouvent r^unies dans un m£me fujet, avec la fant6 n6cellairc pour foutenir 
IV tu dedans 1’Indc, on ne f^aura r\cn y m prefquerien del’hiftoire anciennede ce vafteRoyaumc.” 

It is our misfortune that we have no European whatever who hath acquired a knowledge of 
this primitive, noble, and perhaps antediluvian language, fufficient to read and tranflate (without 
being expofed to the impofitions and ignorance of the modern Brahmins) thofe ancient works, 
which, however blended with fable and fuperftition, micht ferve to throw new and important 
lights upon ancient hiftory and fcience, and alfo furnim us with what is much wanted, a true 
and genuine account of the ancient Hindoos j fomcof whofe principles and do&rines of religion, 
morality and fcience, feem in the remoteft antiquity to have been eagerly adopted by far diftant 
nations, even from Japan and China to Egypt and Greece. 

* Dow's Historv of Hindostan. Vol. I. page 25 of the Diflertation, firft edition, 
t Sec Kirchra'i China Iilostrata* Printed in Amlterdam, 1667, Pages i6s, &c; 

grammar, 



ON INDIA AFFAIRS. 


5 

grammar and dictionary : in order to cffeCt which, he will be under a ne- 
cefllty fird to learn, as a medium, either the Pcrfian, or one of the many 
dialedts now ufed in the different parts of Hindoitan, of which that of 
Bengal, of all the fouthern provinces of India, is neared: to the Samfcrit j 
one fourth part of its words, the forms of Tcveral of its letters, and the 
names and order of the whole alphabet, agreeing exactly therewith. As 
fo much time then mud be fpent in the attainment of a language not 
requifite for bufinefs, there can be little rcafon for expecting it will 
ever effectually be accomplifhed by any one whofe great objeCt, from 
going to India, is the acquisition of wealth. It is therefore an under- 
taking that probably never will be properly engaged in, unlefs by the 
encouragement of fome government, or great Seminary of learning j and 
as it might prove the means of making many difeoveries that at lead: 
would be curious, it fhould be thought deferving of the patronage of the 
favourers of Science. 

The moft ancient hidorical account we have of the Hindoos, is from 
the trandation of a poem from the Samfcrit into the Perfian language : 
and perhaps they have few other kinds of very ancient records of their 
country, than verfilications of old, but very current traditions of transac- 
tions, by men like the ancient Welch, Irifh, Highland, or Englifh bards, 
who have generally every where been the hidoriographers of rude ages, 
for even Homer was no more. Farther literary treafures, therefore, of 
very ancient times of this at leaf!, or perhaps any other kind, may not be 
in the poffedion of the Brahmins: and indeed were there others, they 
might be matters more of curioiity than utility. But there may be fome 
of later times greatly more important, as that tribe of Indians, if not ge- 
nerally learned, have at lead been always dudious. 

The Englifh nation know little more of their ancedors in the times of 
the Druids than what has been learned from Such other nations as hap- 
pened then to be more enlightened. Yet the Druids, like the ancient 
Brahmins, were prieds and philofophers ; between whom there was a 
Similarity in manners and praddicc, both orders being Secret, myderious 
and referved, how widely Soever they might differ in their principles of 
religion. The Brahmins however aflert, and with Some appearance of 
rcafon, that the lawgivers of other nations have borrowed from the indi- 
tutes of Brimha, as they judge from what they have Seen of the Mahomc- 
dans and Jews, and probably from what they may have heard of the 
Heathens * and Roman Catholics. 

* The Hindoos pay a kind of divine honours to fuch perfons as were diftinguifhed by extra* 
ordinary merits : which were really the Heathen motives for many deifications, and arc pre- 
tended fo to be for moft Popifh canonisations. , 

Concerning 
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Concerning the hiftories which we have, hitherto been furnilhed with 
of HindolHn, it may with truth be faid, that they have not been pro- 
perly of the Hindoo nations or people, but of fuch foreign invaders as 
i'ucceflively fubdued and ruled over them. The ancient Rajahs were 
probably Sovereigns of the feveral provinces, or did: rifts of India, being 
lords of the foil, warriours by profeffion, and of courfe proteftors from 
intcreft ; and their government being on the arbitrary principles of 
parental defpotifm, they were never oppofed, but from the irreliit^ble im- 
pulfe of nature to witnftand intollerable oppreffionj beyond which the 
people of India do not appear, from their praftice, to have ever had any 
idea of public right or liberty. 

It is natural to fuppofe, in the progrefs of ages, that Rajahs, like 
all other Sovereigns, became infefted with ambition, when difputes led 
to conquefts, by which fway grew extended ; fo that there might have 
been temporary power acquired that was even enormous. But pro- 
bably there never was a native government of all Hindoftan: nor in- 
deed has there lince been entirely fuch of any race of invaders who 
eftabliflied themfelves at Dehly. 

Some of the provinces of India were long tributary to the Perfians ; 
as they afterwards were to the Afgan, or Patan Tartars, whofe feat of go- 
vernment was Ghifni, in the mountainous country between Perfia and Hin- 
dodan j from whence they made frequent inroads into the neared Indian 
provinces, to plunder and impofe tributes, till the beginning of the four- 
teenth century, when they edablilhed themfelves at Dehly. Of this Tartar 
government it may be faid, as of the race of Tamerlane which fucceeded 
it in Hindodan, that it never was complete over the whole country ; was 
frequently redded even by tributary Rajahs, and fometimes difmembered of 
its principal provinces. 

W e diall enlarge no farther here on the ancient date of Hindodan, 
than jud to obferve, that among the deicendants of Shem, named in 
the tenth chapter of Geneds, there is mention made of an Ophir, in 
the fourth generation ; who probably gave his name to the place from 
whence Solomon afterwards obtained his large returns of gold *. All 
thofe generations from Shem, mentioned by Mofes, are faid by him to 

* Some learned writers have conje&ured the antient Ophir to have been the port which in 
later ages has been called Sofala, fituated on the continent of Africa, oppofite to Madagafcar ; 
but that port is not Caftward of the country which Was firlt peopled after the FlooJ. It may not 
then be thought prefumptuous to hazard fo contrary an opinion, as to fuppofe the ifland of Su- 
matra was the place to which Solomon’s fleet failed ; as there is a mountain on the north cad of 
it, which is to this day called Ophir, where much gold ever has been and is yet found } the dis- 
tance of which likewife better agrees with the time Solomon’s fleets took to perform thofe voy- 
ages in, than by fuppofing them to have gone no farther than to Sofala. 
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have been peoplers of countries in the eaftern parts of the world} 
which, even according to the Jewilh and Chriftian fyftems, makes the 
population of thofe regions extremely ancient, though infinitely fhort of 
the fabulous ages fuppofed by the Hindoos. 

In our next chapter, by the help of better lights, we {hall treat with 
more certainty of the affairs of Hindoftan, while under the dominion of 
the Moguls ; and then proceed in our confiderations to the preient {late 
of the Bengal provinces, which have for fome time been a part of the 
Britifh territories. r 

But many having of late perfuaded the public to believe, that we may 
fecurely rely on the paflive and refigned dilpofition of the natives of the 
acquired countries, and the timid difpofition of Indians in general for 
our fecure poffeffion of thofe provinces, it may be nCceflary in this place 
to {hew fuch opinions to be erroneous ; and that the prefervation of them 

mufl depend more on our wifdom and jullice than on our military and 
maritime power. 1 

. There can be no juft grounds for our fuppofing there have not at all 
times been people of valour in India. It is at this time well known, 
that many of the Indian powers have large and well-difciplincd native 
armies of both horfe and foot. So likewife the feapoys in the fervice of 
the Enghffi Eaft India Company are brave, well-trained, and able-bo- 
died men. Perhaps no people have more diftinguilhed themfelves by 
fortitude and resolution, in a variety of iufferings, "than the Eaft Indians. 

I he feventies of their voluntary religious penances are almoft incredible. 
They have frequently fubmitted to be maimed, nay would often die un- 
der torture, rather than difeover concealed wealth, to the ruin of their 
families. Even their very women, who live fequeftered from the world, 
and of courfe are unexperienced in fuch difficulties and misfortunes as 
ferve to fortify the mind and heart, or fuch dillrefles as will render 
life irkfome, or impel to defperation, often manifeft fuch fortitude as 
amazes Europeans but to hear of, in the horrid deaths which they vo- 
luntarily brave, of burning alive with the dead bodies of their hufbands 
m funeral fires. 

There are feveral nations In India, now living under diftinift govern- 
ments of their own, who never were fubdued by the Moguls, though 
indeed moft of them, at times, have been their tributaries. They, how- 

tributaries 6 DCVer ^ l ° makC the Marahtahs cUher their fubjefts or 

Thefc people are governed by an ariftocracy of Rljahs of the Hin- 
doo religion, who for many ages have done more than defend them- 
lelves, for they have impofed tributes on moft of their neighbours ; and 
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at laft they even obliged the famous Mogul Aurengzebe to fubmit to 
the mortifying and diflionourable terms of paying them a Cbout*, or 
annual tribute of the fourth part of the revenues of the Dcckhan : fo 
that it might be fuid, the emperor thereby not only acknowledged their 
independency of himfclf, but likewife their joint right of fovereignty 
.\ith him over thofe provinces that produced the revenues out of which 
the Cbout was paid. 

This Cbout, or tribute was continued to be received by the Marahtahs 
from the Mogul even long after the revenues of the Dcckhan provinces 
had ceafed to be paid into the royal -p treafury at Dehly: for in the 
year | 1 740, when the deputies of the Sahoo Rajah (King of Sittarah) 
arrived as ufual at Dehly to receive the Cbout, they were told by the 
Mogul’s miniitry, “ That Nader Shah had lately fo exhaufted the trea- 
“ ill rv, that the Emperor was rendered utterly incapable of fatisfying 
“ their demand--, the more efpecially as the revenues of the Bengal 
“ pro\ inces had been withheld from the year 1738 by the rebellion of 
“ AUavcrdy Khaun, who, in conjunction with his brother IJagee Ahmed, 
“ had ufurped the government of that Subahdary ; they requefting at 
“ the fame time, that the deputies would entreat their mailer, in the 
“ Emperor’s name, to fend an army of fufficicnt force to exad the 
“ amount of the Cbout that was due to them, and alfo to take the heads 
“ of A/lavcrdy and his brother, and reftorc the family of Sujah Khawn to 
“ the Subahlnip ; as the diftraited Rate of the empire put it out of his 
“ power to fend a force ftrong enough to reduce the two rebels.” 

Thus power was given to the Marahtahs by a real Mogul, upon the 
lofs of the Dcckhan, to levy their tribute on the Bengal provinces, in 
lieu of what they had received as their Cbout from the Deckhan reve- 
nues. But the truth was, the revenues of both Subahs were alike loll 
to the Mogul ; fo that his minifters may be fuppofed to have given fuch 
an anfwer merely to get rid of a troublefome demand, though even 
made without juitice. However, the Marahtahs accepted of the tranf- 
ferred pledge, With the fervicc annexed to it, which had the appearance 
t f giving them likewife a new title to their Cbout-, and they accordingly 
proceeded to ad: from thofe powers for both purpoles. An army of 
eighty thoufand horle was expeditioufly fent by them into the Bengal 
provinces, under the command of Bojkhar Pundit, who, after explain- 
ing the nature of his powers fl, demanded of the ufurper, Allaverdy 

* Hcawru.’s Historic At Events, Part I. pages 104—107. + Ibid. page 108. 

i 1 8ip. pages 108 ami 109. || Ibid, page 113. 

Kba ten. 
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Khatvn, “ Three years arrears of the Chout, the treasures of the two late 
“ Subahdars, and that in future an officer of their own (hould have a 
“ feat in every cutcherry throughout the provinces, to colleit the fourth 
“ part of the revenues on their behalf.” 

Thefe demands being refufed with extreme indignation, preparations 
were of courfc made for a decilion by arms. The lirfh confequence of 
which was, that Alhiverdy found himfelf in fo dangerous a tituation, 
as, with twenty-five thoufand Patan and Bengal foldiers, to be necelii- 
tated to force his way defperately through the whole Marahtah army, 
and make a fighting retreat from Burdwan to the oppolite tide of the 
river at Cutwah ; which he effe&ed in three days, with the lot's of all his 
men, except five-and-twenty hundred Patans and fifteen hundred of his 
Bengal forces. ■< 

During the continuation of this war, which was to the latter end of 
the year. 1 747, one of the brothers, Hagee Ahmed, was put to death in 
a very cruel and ignominious manner. The other, AHaverdy Khaivn, 
though not unfuccefsful in the field, after performing many extraordinary 
exploits, from immenfe protufions of blood and treafurc, found it necef- 
fary to purchafe peace of the Marahtahs with the ceffion of Cuttack, and 
the payment of an annual Chout of * twelve lacks of rupees. 

The Engliih Bail India Company have iince got pofleffion of Bengal# 
Bahar, and fo much of OvilTa as had been prelervcd by the latter Na- 
bobs; and there have been negociations entered into by their fervants 
with the Marahtah llajahs, particularly Janoogec and Ragoonaut Row, 
concerning the Chout j the latter of whom, the Court of Directors were 
informed from their Prelident and Council in Bengal, under date of 
the 5th January 1768, had aflembled an army at Benfr ; and, by dif- 
patches of the 29th of the following month they were farther adviiui, 
that “ The Prelident, fincc Mahomed Reza Khawn’s arrival in Calcutt 1, 
" had in conjunction with that minifter, had levcral conferences with 

the Marahtah Vakeel on the fubjeCt, who allured them, that his 
“ matter would not liften to any accommodation for the cel lien of Cut- 
“ tack and confideration for the Chout, on any other terms than the 
“ annual payment of -f Jixtcen /ticks of rupees, to he accounted lor from 
“ the time the Company took charge of the Deicantiee of thole province , 
“ and the feleCt Committee on their behalf, to be guarantees for the A 'a- 
“ bob' s faithful performance of the treaty. Jn liipport of the propriety 
“ of thcle demands, lie recited the promile made to liis matter by Mr. 


* One hundred and fifty thoufand pounds flerling. 
i Two h uiulicd thoufand pound* sterling. 
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“ Vanfittart, in the year 1763, of faying all arrears of the Cbout , ort 
“ condition that he did not join his forces to the troops of the Nab6b‘ 
“ Coffim Ally Kbawn ; and laid much drefs upon the aflurance given 
“ him by Lord Clive, that whenever the treaty mould be concluded with' 
“ them, the annual fum ftipul'ated for Jhould commence from the time the 
“ Company were invefled with the Dewannee of the provinces. After many 
“ debates the Vakeel confented, with alTuranccs of his matter’s concur-' 
“ rence alfo, that the rents which have been collected in Orifla during 
“ the above period (hould be fet againft the annual arrears which he de- 
“ manded. 

“ By fuch an agreement,” (proceed the Governor and. Council) “ and 
“ a proper examination of their accounts, the arrears will be considerably 
“ diminilhed ; and although we mutt expedt, from the di (traded ftate of 
“ the Marahtah government, that they have not collected the whole 
“ amount of the revenues of that province, yet we have reafonto believe, 
“ tint under your government, and the immediate infpedion of your fer- 
“ vants, they may in time amount to, if not exceed, the annual tribute 
“ demanded. 

11 As this was a matter which we deemed of the higheft importance, 
“ fo it has engaged our mod ferrous attention : when we conlider the 
“ many benefits which mutt naturally rcfult from thus uniting the Com- 
“ party’s territories on the coaji with your valuable fojfejjions in Bengal, a ftep 
“ which will complete the chain of your influence and dominions, from the 
“ banks of the Caramnafla to the farthefl extremity of the coafl of Coro - 
u mandcl, a meafure that mutt tend fo greatly to the prefervation of both 
** fettlements, by the mutual fupport which at all times it will enable 
“ them to give to each other ; the removing at once every pretence of 
« the Marahtahs for difturbing the peace and tranquillity of thefe pro- 
*• vinces, and the (hock it will give to their ftrength and power, when- 
“ ever it may be found necefiary to feparate fo principal a member as 
“ Jartoogee ; who, during the whole courfe of his negociations, has ex- 
“ preffed an earned defirc to enter into an offenfive and defenfive alli- 
“ ance with us : all thefe confiderations having been attentively weighed 
“ and debated in Committee, we refolved to acquiefce in the fropofab 
•• of the Vakeel, and- to bring the treaty to as (needy a conclufion as 
“ poflible : the Preltdent has accordingly fignified our aflent in a letter 
" to Janoogee, and has requeded of the Nab6b to agree to it on his 
“ part.” 

Thus we fee negociations were long ago on the carpet between the 
Marahtahs and the Englifh Ead India Company, not only for the re- 
edablUhmcnt of their Cbout, or tribute, but even for the payment of 

arrears 
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arrears from the time of our acquiring thole territories. What has been 
farther done in thefc matters, wc pretend not to fay ; but we know it is 
faid in India, and has been lately written from thence hither, that there 
are important points which the Marahtahs have in view, and that they will 
perfevere in the purfuit of them. 

■ The Marahtans are in poflefllon of a very extenlive country, and their 
Jjulbandroen and manufa&urers are on their military, or rather militia- 
cftablifhment. Being all bred to arms, and heretofore entirely cavalry, 
they are enterpriling from long practice, and ever ready to march out of 
their country to ravage the territories of, or impole tributes on their 
neighbours, or for any other purpofe. Being ferocious and rapacious, 
they are naturally cruel ; infomuch that they maim * and murder as well as 
fpoil, and often torture to extort difeoveries, when they think treafures are 
concealed. 

It has already been fhewn, they long ago were very formidable $ but 
they are grown much more fo of late. In their expedition already 
mentioned againft AHaverdy Khawn, in the year 1742, they almolt 
inftantly marched an army of eighty thoufand horfe into the Bengal 
provinces : the remains of which being obliged to retire the next 
year into their own country, two more armies, each of + fixty thou- 
sand horfe, were diretfly fent on the fame fervice j and their point was 
at laft carried. What they have long proved themfelves by practice, 
they are now univerfally acknowledged to be, by far the mod powerful 
of all the Hindoo nations. They have fliewn they are greatly an over- 
match for Hyder Ally ; and as of late years they have been forming an 
infantry, which muft be a regular force, fhould they make it but to- 
lerably numerous and well difeiplined, they will be foon able at any 
time to fwell their numbers to what degree they pleafe, as there are || 
fuppofed to be no lefs than one fourth part of the natives of IlindolUn, 
taking the country throughout, that are foldiers of fortune ; who, 
from ill pay and difeontent, will be ever ready to join them in any 
undertaking § from which advantage can be hoped ; fo that a great mi- 
litary power in India may at any time be foon formed : it fhould therc- 

* See Holwell’s Historical Events, Parti, pages 134, and 135. 

•f Ibid, page no. 

j Ibid, page 136. 

II Dow’s Hindostan, Vol. II. page 401. fecond edition. 

§ This hath been the real cafe for ages part, wheneverthe Marahtahs made fudden expeditions 
for plunder. It appears by no means improbable, that the very terms now in general ufe of 
MarauJtrzni Marauding, are derived from the Marahtah name, as they arc exprefliveof Marnhuh 
practice ; efpccially as the Portugucze grofs term of reproach, Afarctc, which may be conflated 
to mean a fturdy, defperate vagrant, appears to have been an early corrupt importation from 
thecoaft of Malabar. 
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fore be hoped, that the ruling powers in this kingdom will he always 
greatly on their guard, left an ignorant or iniquitous admrniftrcttion of 
power in India ihould facrifice advantages that may be bnt ill eftimated at 
prefent here, but which might be foon made of the utmoft importance 
to the ftate. 

No rational doubt can be entertained, from the plunders and miferies 
which they have experienced from frequent changes of mafters, and the 
entire want of legal protection and juft ice, but that all the moft valuable 
people in the Bengal provinces, who are the hufbandmen and manufac- 
turers, would quietly fubmit to any government that had but the virtue 
to treat them with humanity, and patiently labour on, fo long as they 
find themfelves able by their induftry to fubfift. But whenever that' end 
can be no longer obtainable by fuch means,' they m«ft and certainly will 
feek refuge from intolerable mifery by any kind of defperation. 

The fingle objedt which an opprefled people ever have in view, is to 
free themfelves by any means from the prefent tyranny which they fufifcr, 
with trufting to chance for whatever may follow : and we fhotild be ex- 
tremely weak to fuppofe the people of Bengal can ever want inftigators to, 
or Aipporters in a revolt. Thole pofteftions are envied Great Britain alike 
by the powers of Europe and Afia ; who will not fcrunle, either feparatelv 
or -conjointly, by any means whatever, to deprive her of acquifitions of lucn. 
infinite importance. 

Thus evidently doth it appear, that there is a native power now in India 
which may be confidered as great, and at this very time extremely for- 
midable to the Company j being mafters of a great part of India, and by 
late acquifition in affual pofleffion of the greater part of Oriffa, which 
they now hold as a pledge, and which, to be re-obtained, mod in effect 
be purchafed by the payment of arrears ; and the Company’s fervants 
muft likewife be fureties for the payment of an annual tribute in future of 
tivo hundred thoufand founds, only becaufe demanded of them by a neigh- 
bouring Indian nation. 

Such is the prefent ftate of the Britifh dominions in Bengal, entrufted 
to the care of the Eaft India Company, whofe government there is ren- 
dered hateful to the natives by opprellions, has occasioned defertions of 
many of the people, is in general odious in India, difgufting to and en- 
vied by many of the powers of Europe, and tyrannical in the extreme to- 
wards their refulent fellow-iubje&s : from all which circumllances, let the 
mp artial and judicious be judges of the degree of fecurity the ftate can 
have in thofe polTrifions, (liould opprcfiivc conduCl and ill policy be 
longer fuffered to pievail. 


CIIAP. 



ON 1N4)IA AFFAIRS. 


*3 


CHAP. II. 

On th« MOGUL EMPIRE, before the INVASION or 

NADER SHAH. 

r EMOOR BEG, othcrwife called Tcemoor Lung, or Tamerlane, in- 
vaded Hindoftin about the 1397th year of Chrift, or the 800th of 
the Higera, where he was guilty of abundant ravages and murders ; but 
loon retired to his own country, and never vifited India more. 

It was not till about the year 1525, that Baber, one of his defendants, 
got pofleflion of Dehly, feated himfelf on the throne of Hindoftan, and 
properly eftablilhcd the Mogul empire in India ; the duration of which has 
not much exceeded two hundred years, with various degrees of fortune, 
figure, and profperity. 

The principles of the Mogul government were however fo moderate 
and mild, that while the empire did continue to flourilh, it certainly 
muft have been more owing to the prejudices and peculiarities of the 
people, than to any faults in their rulers, that they did not grow power- 
ful in proportion to their profperity. As the Court of Dehly always ap- 
peared ready to give every kind of encouragement to the commercial 
intercourfes of other nation* with the natives of Hindoftan, we may 
reafonably fuppofe they would have been equally ready to favour any 
commerce, which their own fubjedts had dilcovered an inclination to 
profecute with diftant countries, efpecially as all fcruples of a religious 
nature muft have been entirely out of the qneftion : for the Chri'ftian 
could not have been more offenfive than the Hindoo religion to a Ma- 
homedan government. But indeed it does not appear, that they ever 
much concerned themfelves about the religion either of their own In- 
dian fubje&s, or of thofe who traded with them. All people who went 
to deal in India found welcome and indulgence from the .Sovereigns of 
the country : from which practice we may infer, that they would as' 
willingly have encouraged a fpirit of Commerce as of mauufadluring in 
the natives of India j to which they probably had not unfrequcntlv 
been invited by 6hc fovereigns of many other countries. Such was at 
lfeaft the cafe with rcfpedl to England; for both Queen Elizabeth and 
her fucceffor did give them fuch encouragement. And as fuch would 
have been the beft means that could be deviled for eftablifhing in thur 
country a maritime power, which muft equally have added to their p« - 
liticai importance and national ftrength, (both of which were n* 
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favourite objects to Mahomedan governments) they would from policy 
have been inclined to favour fuch undertakings. And wc may the 
more readily fuppofe them capable of comprehending a fyftem of policy 
like this, as we know their right ideas or the advantages refulting from 
manufacturing, induced them to give every encouragement to the practice, 
even in fome inftances, coniiderably to the lelfening of their own revenues 
by fo doing. 

The lands of Hindoftan were principally the property of the Moguls, 
and almoft the whole of their income arofe from the rents of them ; the 
reft of their revenues confuting of little el fe than a few low-rated port 
and inland duties. Yet fo very attentive were they always to the ma- 
nufacturing intereft, and of courfe to the welfare and prolperity of their 
people, that in the profperous times of the Mogul government, the rents 
of their lands were always kept extremely low; though of late years the 
rates * of them may at leaft in Bengal be luppofed to have doubled. The 
ancient laws of Hindoftstn indeed prohibited any advancement of the rents 
of the lands on thofe who really occupied them ; nor could the agreements 
be violated that were made with fuen tenants, fo long as they continued 
the regular payment of their rents : which furely may be confidered as 
remarkable inftances of royal attention to the welfare of the ftate, the hap- 
pinefs and effectual protection of the people, and of extraordinary mode- 
ration in a government that was defpotic, efpecially in fo interefting an 
objeCl as that of the revenue, and even the principal part of it ; for thofe 
rents were made to anfwer almoft every purpofe of taxation for fupporting 
the tftablifhments of a fplendid court and great empire. Such was the 
wife and benignant internal policy, and fuch were tne humane and juft 
laws of the Mogul government. 

Bv fuch judicious regulations, provilions were rendered cheap : and 
.as there were no kinds of burthenfome levies on the people of Hin- 
doftan, the rates of all labour were confequently very low ; fo that ma- 
nufactures were thereby made fo favourable in prices, that they forced 
their own fale in the remoteft regions of the globe ; which caufed fuch 
treafurcs to ftream from all quarters into thole countries that produced 
them, as kept Hindoftan enriched, beyond comparative example in the 
records of time. A quick fuccefiion, however, of rapacious mafters 

* See a Letter from Mr. Sykes to theSELECT Committee at Calcutta, No. XXXIX. 
in the Appendix, page 140. And likewife Mr. Holweil’s Letter to the Board of Direc- 
tors 111 London. Dated December 1 765. Historical Events, Part I. page 222 , &c. 

It may be proper juft to mention here what will be enlarged on hereafter; that there were two 
ways of paying thofe rents, according to ftipulations. One by a fixed value in money, as 
rent is now paid in this kingdom ; the other by apart of the produCls of lands, paid in money, 
tccording to the rates of the markets when due. 

iince, 
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fince, with a total change of policy and practice, have of late years been as 
rapidly impoverifliing thole countries again. 

So likewife, in order to encourage the purchafc of fuch manufactures, 
thofe Princes manifefted equal wifdom and generofity in granting to foreign 
traders their royal firmauns * of exemption from the payment of all 
duties i which was leflening another branch of the revenue, for the gene- 
rous purpofc of promoting public profperity, and the reverfe of what was 
ever pradtifed cither by ignorance or tyranny. 

It muft then have been the fault of the Hindoo people, and not of their 
Mahomedan government, that India did not many ages part figure as much 
in commerce abroad as in manufacturing at home ; and (he would thereby 
not only have acquired the valuable arts of the weftern nations, of many of 
which (he is yet much in want, but likewife what would have been above 
all, probably fuch maritime power -}* as might have effedually protected 
her againft any nation on that element. 

But 


* Exemptions from fuch duties, to favour a beneficial trade that was carried on by foreigners, 
were certainly wife meafures j as were likewife the fixing of low import-duties on things nccef- 
fary or ufefiil ; and more efpecially when they ferved to promote a mutual traffic, which, upon the 
whole, had been experienced to be extremely profitable. But on the contrary, nothing can be 
more abfurd than to value a trade, however lofing on the balance, for the import-duties, or in- 
ternal taxes which it is made to occafion confumers to pay ; becaufc direft or indired national 
profit fliould be the only public end in view, from cither profecuting or encouraging any kind 
of foreign commerce. 

Yet it has not been uncommon to hear the value of the India trade of this kingdom eftimated 
by the duties and taxes which government has been enabled to levy on fuch commodities, imported 
from Afia to be confumed in ibis country ; which is judging contrary to everv principle of found 
policy. Suppofe, for example, we paid yearly a million balance to India, for tea, coffee, calli- 
coes, muflins, wrought filks, and other article* of luxury which we could well do without, in 
order to enable government annually to raife two millions by taxes on the people • government 
would, in fuch cafe, be actually purchafing thofe powers of taxation at fifty per cent, Jofs to the 
ftate, befides injuring the induftry of the nation in an equal degree : for manufactures to anfwer 
all the purpofes of thofe fo imported, and even coffee, might be produced in the Britifh domi- 
nions. As for tea, we had better not confume it at all ; bccaufe it is cxpenftve in the purchafc, and 
many ways hurtful in its ufe. It fliould therefore be thought the reverfe of good policy to en- 
courage unneceffary or pernicious imports, merely for the fake of the duties and taxes on them 
which are paid by confumers at homt 5 becaufc fo much as the people are able to pay to govern- 
ment might be drawn from them by means that would neither prove hurtful to themfdvcs, or 
injurious to the ftate. 

+ Had there been ever any material maritime ftrength in India, which would really have been 
contrary to the genius of that country, it muft have been impoffiblc for the Portugueze either to 
have acquired or kept poffeffion of the territories which they fo long held in Hindolttn ; for they 
were always in a ftate of religious war with the natives, and never able to fupport a confidcrable 
navy. And yet, that they did Jofe their fuperiority in Afia at laft, was in no degree owing to any 
power in the Indians, but to their fubjugation to Spain, with which nation the Dutch were 
then dcfperatcly contending even for cxiftcncc as a people. Perhaps the greateft maritime power 
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Uiit fo entirely did the principles and manners of the Hindoos pre- 
vent their viliting foreign countries, that, not only ail their diftant ma- 
ritime commerce, but even their traffic by caravans from the back parts 
of their own country, together with molt of their coading, and much 
of their inland trade, were profecuted by foreigners : to which caufes 
mull h i vc been greatly owing their wcaknefs in pad times, and their 
pref.mt n of. Table fubjugation to a body of the trading fubjedts of one of 
the molt diitantly-fituated potentates on the globe. Indeed a free in - 
toicoml'c with remote countries would not have lefs tended to drengthen 
them as a military than a maritime power, becaufe all the great im- 
provements which, in late ages, have been made in the art of war, were 
of European invention, as hath likewile been the cafe with refpedt to other 
uleful arts. 

To the peculiar religious principles and confequent referved manners of 
the people, therefore, may be attributed the continual weaknefs of Hin- 
doftan ; and to the excels of their extreme defpotifm has been owing 
the inltability of their governments. Tyranny was never long fecure 
in any country but Germany ; and there, by compadt, it has been ren- 
dered conditutional : a confederacy of military defpots having engaged to 
be the fupporters of each other. 

Wealth in other countries is ufually confidcred as the foundation of 
power ; but in Hindodan it has proved otherwilc : it has there rather 
been the fource of weaknefs. The very idea of defpotifm with riches, is 
apt to occafion indolence : and with great delegated power l'ervants 
loon grow to be mailers of thofe whom they appear to obey ; of which 
the Iliilory of Hindodan abounds with driking examples. But that the 
Mogul empire, in the days of its fplendor, was one of the mod extenfive 
and rich that the world has ever known, was always believed, and of 
late lias been made evident by many writers, from indisputable au- 
thorities. 

The mod: authentic account that has been publilhed of the revenues 
of this empire, while in its flourilhing date before the invafion of Nader 
Sluh, is of the reign of the Emperor Aurengzebe *, who died in the 
year 17075 when the annual revenues are fpccified to have amounted to 

ever belonging to HindofUn was that of Mgria , who (as Grofe informs us in his voyage to 
India, page 130.) had the priTumption to demand a yearly tribute of twelve fecks of rupees, 
or an hundred and fifty thoufand pounds fieri ing, from the Englifh company, to let their /hips 
pafs unmokfted : and yet wc faw his whole power very fpcedily and cffeduaily dellroyed during 
the late war, by Admiral Watfon, with but few (hips, 

* Sec Mi. James Fraser** History of the Mogul Emperors, page 35* 
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thirty-feven millions, feven hundred twenty-four thoufand, fix hundred 
and fifteen pounds ftcrling *, the Subahs, or greater governments being 
rated as follows. 


Sftbahs. 

Dehly 

Agra 

Azmcer 

Illahabad 

Panjab 

Audih, or Owd 

Multan 

Cabool 

Cafiimecr 

Guzcr&t 

Bengal 

Bahar 


Orissa 

Scind 

Dowlatabad 
Malva . 
Bertlr 
Khandeifii 
Bedr 

Hyderabad 

Vizapore 


Dams -J- 


Dams. 

1,221,950,137 

1,146,760,157 

6 5 2 > 345 > 3 62 

45 6 * 543 » 2 4 ^ 

826,132,107 

322,327,829 

2x4,442,936 

161,039,354 

229,911,397 

607,849,135 

524,636,240 

407,161,000 


142.820.000 
91,816,810 

1,034,945, 10° 
403,901,658 

614.025.000 

448.630.000 

372 , 974 . 37 0 

1. 1 13.360.000 

1.078.305.000 

12,071,876,840 


• 1,639,488 5 0 

1,272,378 2 6 


2,911,866 7 6 

446,312 10 o 


L. Sterling 


Pounds Sterling. 

3,818,594 3 6 

3,583,625 10 o 

2 ,° 3 8 »579 5 0 
1,426,697 13 o 
2,581,661 16 8 
1,007,274 10 o 
670,134 3 6 

503,248 o o 
7x8,473 2 4 

1,899,529 3 6 


3,358,178 17 6 
286,927 10 o 
3,234,203 9 o 

i. 262, 192 13 6 
1,918,828 2 6 

1,401,969 o o 
1,165,545 o o 
3,479,25° o o 
3.369,703 2 6 


,724,615 2 6 


Every perfon well acquainted with Hindoltan will allow, if the above 
Aim found its way into the King’s treafury at Dehly, that it may, with 
great moderation, be admitted, twice that fum at leaft was collected from 
the tenants, or hulbandmen, as will be made to appear evident to the 

* In the account of the embafly of Captain William Hawkins to Dehly, it appears the 
yearly revenue of the Mogul, Shah Seleem, fon and fucccilbr of the great Alcbur, in the year 
1610, was rated at fifty millions fterling j and Sir Thomas Roe, another of King James’s am- 
bafladors to the Mogul, afterwards confirmed that eftimation : but the provinces which were 
then pofleficd by the Mogul are not enumerated. See Purchas’s Pilgrimes, printed at London 
1625 and 1626. 

t 7 he land revenues were computed at the court of Dehly by dams, which are here reckon- 
ed, according to Mr. Frafer, at forty for each ilandard, or ucca rupee, and each rupee at two 
ih tilings and fix-pence. 

[C] 
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reader in a following chapter, which will treat of the revenues and me- 
thods of collecting them in thofe countries. 

Mr. Holwell, formerly Governor of Bengal *, afierts, that “ the re- 
“ venues of the lands are very nearly in a quadruple proportion to the 
“ rents of them." Wc are therefore certainly fecure in eftimating them 
at only half that value ; by which calculation we have the fum given 
us of upwards of feventy-five millions four hundred thouland pounds 
fterling, for the annual produce of the farmed lands of the Mogul em- 
pire in Hindoftin about the year 1707. 

In further proof of the late grandeur of this empire, it will not be 
foreign to our purpofe to put the reader in mind of fome circumftances, 
as related by others -f-, attending Nader Shah’s invafion of Dehly about 
the beginning of the year 1739. 

The throne of the then emperor, Mahomed Shah, known through- 
out HindoMn by the name of ‘Tukhte-Taoos, or the Peacock Throne, 
as taken by that invader, was valued at ten crores of rupees, or about 
twelve millions and a half fterling ; which, together with the other re- 
galia, trealure and valuables that Nader and his nobles carried away 
with them, amounted, in the whole, to no lefs than from feventy to 
eighty millions fterling. The computation of the damage otherwife 
done to the capital and its inhabitants on this occafion would fcarcely 
be believed, if it was not fo well vouched by Mr. Frafer in his tranfla- 
tion of Mirza Zuman of Dehly’s very particular journal of the t ran facti- 
ons of that period, and alfo by the concurrent teftimonics of many re- 
putable perfons ftill living in Ilindoftan. 

The foregoing particulars, it is hoped, will be deemed fufficient for 
our prefent purpofe of ftiewing, in a compendious view, what have been 
the revenues and fplcndor of this empire, even at fo late a period of 
time as hath been mentioned. If any one would with to fee a more 
particular account of the riches and magnificence of the court of Dehly, 
when in its profperity, let him read the accounts of Monfieur Bernier J, 
who was an eye-witnefs of what he relates of Aurengzcbe’s court. 

With refpedt to the ftatc of Juftice in the Hindoo governments, wc 
might be induced to form the moft romantic notion of it from the inge- 
nious performance of the writer before quoted, who, from having been 
many years in the Eaft India Company’s fervice, and for fome time their 

* Historical Events, Parti, pageaig. By Rcotnuts is here meant the fum paid to the 
lovercign ; and by Rtnn t the fum collected from the original cultivator of the foil, 

f See Dow’s Hindustan, the firft edition, page 26 of the Apptndix : and Orme's Indos- 
tan, page 23 of the Diffcrtatioti. See alfo Lettres Edifiantes, Paris edition 1741, 
Vol. 25, pages 444, 452, & c . 

t Voyages tic Francois Bernibr, printed at Amjitrdam 1699. 
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Governor in Bengal, might reafonably be fuppofed to have had good 
intelligence. Speaking of Bijfenpore, the dominions of Gopaul Sing, a 
Rajah to the weftward of BurdwHn, who was then faid to have pre- 
ferved the antient independence of his country, Mr. Holwell fays *, 
“ In this diftridt are the only veftiges of the beauty, purity, piety, re- 
“ gularity, equity and ftridtnefs of the ancient Hindojldn government. 
“ Here the property as well as the liberty of the people are inviolate. 
“ Here no robberies are heard of, either private or public : the tra- 
“ veller, either with or without merchandize, on his entering this dil- 
“ tridt, becomes the immediate care of the government, which allots 
“ him guards, without any expence, to conduct him from llage to 
“ llage ; and thefe are accountable for the accommodation of his per- 
“ fon and cffedls,” &c. &c. 

But whatever may have been the ancient (late of that country, there 
are others in England who have long refided in many parts of India, 
and do not remember ever to ha wtfecn in any part of Modern Hindojlan, 
which they have traverfed, fo much as one example of fuch purity of 
manners as this gentleman here mentions j though, from evidence that 
Ihould be thought indifputable, it may be admitted, that there is no 
reafon to think the natives of HindofUn have not in former times been 
as virtuous and happy as any people whomfoever. 

With regard to later times, another modern writer on this fubjedl, 
allures us •f, “ that the laws of IlindolUn were wifely inftituted as bar- 
“ riers again!! oppreflion, and continued in force till the invalion of 
“ Nader Shah ; till when there was lcarce a better adminillcred govern- 
** ment in the world. The manufadtures, commerce and agriculture 
“ flourished exceedingly; and none felt the hand of oppreflion, but 
“ thofe who were dangerous by their wealth or power. For, till within 
“ thefe very few years, merchants were no where better protedled, nor 
“ more at their eafe than under this government : nor is there a part of 
“ the world where arts and agriculture have been more cultivated, of 
“ which the vail plenty and variety of manufadtures, and the rich 
“ merchants were proofs Sufficient.” 

During the Mogul government, though they had no laws in Hiri- 
doltan like Englilh adts of parliament, they had various books, written 
by learned and religious men, containing colledtions of the Mahomedan 
immemorial ufages and cultoms, founded on reafon and the Koran, 
which, as in other countries, may be properly called their civil and 

* Holwei.l’s Historicai Events, Parti, pages 198 and 199. 
t Luke Scrafton’s Reflections on the Government of Hin^oltdn. Printed 1770, 
pages 24, 25 and 26. 

[ C 2 ] religious 
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religious laws ; particularly thole written, oc compiled by Balia al Deeti 
Mahomed Aumly, Malek Shaftc, Hanbai, ana Abul Haneefa ; by 
which the officers of the government were ufually guided in their dcci- 
Jions. In cafes not capital or criminal, where Hindoos, or Gentoos 
alone were concerned, particularly in affairs of their calls, or tribes, 
which arc of the moll confequcnce to Hindoos, the matters (excepting 
where the Mahomedan Governor or the K&zy were more than ordinarily 
bigotted) were generally left to their own Brahmins to be decided ac- 
cording to their Shaftros, or ancint Scriptures, of which, as before 
obferved, we have but little knowledge ; and, upon decilion, a certain 
duty or fine was levied for the government. 

The tcnacioufnefs of the Hindoos to their own ancient cuftoms forced 
the new comers to this expedient ; for as, on the one hand, it was im- 
polfible that Mahomedans could conform to the cuftoms of the Hindoos, 
l'o, on the other, it was equally impoflible for the Hindoos, from the 
peculiarities of their own civil and religious conftitution, to adopt the 
manners and cuftoms of the Mahomedans, or to receive thofc invaders 
into their calls or tribes. But whatever expedient might have been 
adopted to leffen the great confufion and diforder which mull naturally 
have been introduced on the mixture of two nations fo widely different 
in every religious and political fentiment, it is certain, as we may judge 
from prefent experience, that nothing could prevent therefrom a cor- 
ruption of manners. 

All the offices and forms of government at the Court of Hindoftan, 
during the empire of the Moguls, have ever been imitations of the 
Perfian, as the names of them evince ; to the keeping up of which, the 
conllant ingrefs of adventurers from that kingdom, who generally met 
with a favourable reception at Dehly, mull greatly have contributed. 
Thofe, therefore, who are delirous of knowing what the HindolHn 
government, as inllituted by the Moguls, (hould be, if the original were 
well imitated, may fee it in the Chevalier Chardin’s * very particular 
account of Pcrfia. 

Hindoftan is in many places greatly favoured by nature for commer- 
cial advantages j and the provinces of Bengal, which are the more 
immediate objects of our confiderations, above all others. This Subah 
of the empire, which was emphatically ftiled by the Emperor Aureng- 
ticbe, The Paradife of Nations , fpontaneonlly produces, in great abun- 
dance, ahnoft every thing requifite for the fupport and even high enjoy- 
ment, of mankind. No country can be better watered, by a variety of 

• Voyage eo Perfc, du Chevalier Cbardin, 

confiderabte 
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confiderable ftreams falling into or from the great rivers Pudda and 
Brinibaf>utre, which render the inland navigation very extenfive and 
convenient for the purpofes of trade -f*. This great facility of obtaining 
water, and the natural fertility of the foil, every where aiftfted by the 
periodical rains from May to September, render the cultivation of the 
earth an inviting talk, and fo eafy as to afford the hufoandman great 
leifure for application even to the arts of manufacturing. 

Dehly, without the aid of filver or gold mines, was in her times of 
profperity a receptacle into which the gold and filvcr of the greateft 
part of the world had been flowing by regular channels for ages, till 
foreign invaders interrupted its courfes. This great influx of wealth 
was owing, firft, to the extraordinary fruitfulnels of the dependent do- 
minions } fecondly, to the fober induftry of the inhabitants, either ap- 
plied to agriculture, which was greatly encouraged, or to manufacturing 
thofe commodities which have for many ages been in elteem throughout 
the world j and, thirdly, to the Itrong protection that was granted to 
merchants. 

The encouragement of foreign and domeftic trade was more particu- 
larly ncceflary in the Subah of Bengal, which, not containing mines of 
diamonds, gold, or lilver, depended folely upon its manufactories for 
that very large balance of trade in its favour, which alone could enable it 
to pay fo conlidcrable a tribute, as hath been fhewn, annually to the 
court of Dehly. Accordingly, as Mr. Scrafton hath expvefled it, “ till 
“ of late years inconceivable numbers of merchants, from all parts of 
Afia in general, as well as from the reft of Hindoftan in particular, fome- 
times in bodies of many thoufands at a time, were ut'cd annually to ro- 
fort to Bengal with little elfe than ready money, or bills, to purchafe the 

} produce of thofe provinces. The caufes and effects of the unfortunate 
ailure of fuch commerce ftnee, will hereafter be made appear. 


t The Indians of Bengal formerly carried on a confiderable trade by fca, and had fomc f u , t 
ot maritime power, a»we read in many parts of Pnrchas’s Collection i particularly, in the 
year 1607, an account is given of a fleet from the King of Bengal having invaded the Mai- 
divia Iilands. It is moft probable that this fleet was compofed only of eo. tiling boats, fuel) as 
are (till built in lome parts of the Bay. But whatever might be the (late of fuch navies here- 
tofore, it is certain that the Indians have not figured in the maritime w ay fincc the I’ortu- 
gueze found their way among them round the Cape of Good Hope. However, the late 
Augria, whom we have before mentioned, at Gfijria on the Coalt of Malabar, gave many 
fienal proofs of what might be done, even by an Indian navy, in Indian feas, under the direc- 
tion of only one able man ; and our Eaft India Company may perhaps repent the lurrcndcf of 
that port, which they fo imprudently and eafily gave up to the Marahtahs. 


Wf Mill km 

•NSTITUTI.Of CULTURC 
UWUHY 


W1Z 


CHAP. 




22 


CONSIDERATIONS 

CHAP. III. 

On the State of HINDOSTAN, fince the total Subversion 
of the EMPIRE ; and the prefent condition of the Prince whom 
we now call the GREAT MOGUL*. 

A FTER the pidure exhibited in the preceding chapter, nothing 
can afford a more ftriking example of the instability of human 
power than the contrafl which will appear in this. 

From authors who have particularly treated of this fubjedt, it is too 
well known to need being enlarged upon here, that after the invafion 
of Nader Shah, in the year 1729, an imbecility fucceeded, which foon 
dilinernbercd the empire, under the then Emperor Mahomed Shah. 
Every Subahd&r, or governor of a province, regardlefs of the Firmauns 
from the Court of Dehly -f, fet up for himlelf, and murderers and 
ufurpers foon abolifhed all laws and eftablifhed ufages, and fpread ,dc- 
vaftation and mifery throughout the empire. “ The | country was 
“ now torn to pieces by civil wars, and groaned under every fpccies 
“ of domeftic confufion. Villany was pradtifed in every form ; all 
“ law and religion were trodden under foot ; the bands of private 
“ friendfhips and conneftions, as well as of fociety and government, 
** were broken ; and every individual, as if amidft a foreft of wild 
“ beafts, could rely upon nothing but the ftrength of his own arm.” 

From the time of the Emperor Aurenezebe, there had been many 
princes of the blood kept in prifon at Dehly j from whence, in fuc- 
cceding times, they were fometimes taken out and raifed to nominal dig- 
nities, only to be made ufe of upon occafion, as the ufurpers found 
convenient § for their own ambitious views; and in this imoecile ftate 

1 * We make ufe of this title as being beft known in Europe, tho' it appears to have been 
adopted on no other authority than that of the French miflionaries, who, in the firft publi- 
cations of their travels to the Eaft, have been pleafed to ftile him the Grand Mogul. There 
is not the fanftion of any authority for it, from any appellation or title at any time given this 
monarch in the empire, where he is called fimoly Snah, or Padflxah, in Pcrfian meamngKing. 

t The Moguls have at different times reitded at other favourite cities, as Azmeer, Ca- 
rouse, Agra, and Futtehpoor ; but the rites of coronation have been always performed at 
Denly, as well as in general all ails of government. Purcbas • 

X Dow's Hindostan. Appendix, page 57. 

§ The HindofUnnert have had frequent examples in Perfia of this treatment of kings for 
private purpofes fince the time of Nader Shah. See Lettres Edifiantes, Vol. 28, pagd 
227.— In a letter from P*re prjmmL dated at Ifpahafj the. 20th Augufl 1750. *• Depuis la 
“ mort de Nader Chah^il'y 1 eft cinq TtpTs, iroia ont et£ maflacres, lequatrieme aveugle, 
44 le cinquieme a ete prodame depuis peu. < C'eft uw enfant, II n'a ete fait Roi, dit on, que 
%i pour la m6ntre ct pour donner occafion k ccififc tqui l'obfcdent de tirerdcs fommes con- 
14 fidcrablcs dcs villcs cloignics.’* 

Of 
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of the government, the Emperors themfelves became the tools of their 
own traitorous officers. Thus the Omrah, Gazi al Deen Khawn, who 
was Buckfhy of the empire, orpaymafter of the troops, in the year 
1753, dethroned his matter the Emperor Ahmed Shah, who was the 
fon and fucceflor of the before-mentioned Mahomed Shah ; from which 
period] the Mogul empire with the greateft propriety may be coniidered 
as totally fubverted and not cxifting. From that time, whatever pretend- 
ers there have been to the title, there has been properly no Emperor ; 
almoft all the provinces which were then tributary to Dehly having been 
difunited, and become fo many feparate, independent governments. 

The rebellious Omrah, Gazi al Deen Khawn, after dethroning his So- 
vereign, fent him to prifon, where the fcveral other Princes of the royal 
blood were alfo kept confined ■, and he afterwards obliged a furgeon who 
had been long in the Emperor’s fervice, named Yacoob Jan, and who 
is now retained in the emplov of Mahomed Reza Khawn at Muriheda- 
bad, to put out his Majefty js eyes. 

At the very time this rebel put out his mafter’s eyes, he took another 
Prince, named Yaz al Deen, out of prifon, whom he placed nominally 
upon the throne of Dehly, by the name of Allum Gueerj and after 
having ufed this prince as an inftrumcnt till he found him grow trouble- 
fome, he then laid a fnare for him, and fome time in the month of De- 
cember 1759, had him aflaflinated. 

After the murder of Allum Gueer.the ambitious Gazi al Deen Khawn 
took another prince out of prifon, and placed him in like manner on the 
throne of Dehly, by the name of Shah Jehan ; but the ambitious views 
of this traitor being defeated on the invafion of the Dehly provinces, 
engaged in by the Marahtahs in the year 1761, he then thought fit to 
retire from the feene of public villainy, and fled into the country of 
the Jates. 

The mock Emperor, Shah Jehan, having fat in fliadowy greatnefs but 
a few weeks on the throne of Dehly, was fuddenly depofed, and again 
imprifoned by the conquering Marahtahs j who in his (lead placed on the 
thrown Jew an Bukht the eldeft fon of Ally Gohar, another prince 
of the line of Tamerlane, whom Gazi al Deen had, among the reft, kept 
a Rate prifoncr. This Prince, Ally Gohar, who is the eldeft fon of 
the before-mentioned Allum Gueer, is the fame whom the Englifh Eaft 
India Company afterwards created Emperor of Hindostan. 

Akhmet Abdalla, chief of the nation now called Durannies, or Ab- 
dullas* a native of Candahir, who had raifed himfelf from being a 
Chubddr of Nader Shah’s, and in the confufion which enfued upon 

Nader’s 
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NaderVieath, had ufurped all the northern provinces ceded to perfia by 
Mahbtned Shah, was at this time grown very powerful'. He had already 
Ohce invaded Hihdoftin, and fought leveral battles with the Mafahtahs, 
With whom the contention in fad was, who Should jjlice a King on the 
thrbnc of Dehly, as t tool of their own. 'Upon hrs fecond rrtvafion of 
Dehly he gave thetti a total overthrow, on the 8th of February 1760 : 
hut was pleafed'tb confirm the appointment made by the Marahtahs of 
the young Jewan Bukhtto the throne, now circumfcribed in authority 
to the provinces of Dehly j and after fettling the annual tribute to be 
paid by the young hominal King, for the provinces thus conferred upon 
him, and putting him under the guardianlhip of a RohiHa Chief, one of 
his own creatures, named Nigib al DoWlah, Abdallah returned to his 
own country. 

In the mean while, that is, forne time in the year 1758, the before- 
mentioned Prince, Ally Gohar, had found means toefcapefrom the 
prifon in which he and feveral brothers had been born, at Dehly ; and 
it was his good fortune at laft to fall into better hands than his predecef- 
fors had done, thofe of the Englifh Eaft India Company. But it was 
not, however, till after the unfortunate Prince had received many re- 
buffs, and experienced various calamities, that the Englifh Company 
condefccndcd to create him their Grand Mogul. 

After his efcape from prifon, he led a vagrant kind of life for about 
nine months, till he was drawn into a fnare by the famous Gazi al Deen, 
and again confined. By an aft of gallantry he freed himfelf from this 
fecond confinement, and fought refuge with a Marahtah Chief, named 
Ittul Row, who protefted him for fome months, plundering the country 
in his name. Tired of his fituation with this Chief, he next betook him- 
felf to the befbre-mentioned Rohilla Chief, Nigib al Dowlah, at Secun- 
dra ; who, not choofing to engage in his fchemes, was foon quitted by 
him, and he went over to Sujah al Dowlah *, Subahd&r of Owd, who 
•lfo preferring the independence which the confufion of the empire had 
given him, made the Prince Ally Goh&r a fmall prefent, and defired 
him to quit his dominions. 

Our wandering Prince, who was alfo known by the name of Shah- 
zada, during the life of his father, Allum Gucer, next took refuge with 
Mahomed Kuli Khawn, Nab6b of lllahaMd, with whom he con- 
certed a plan for invading and taking pofleflion of the territories of 

• The fame who in 1 764 was conquered and driven out of his dominions by the Engli/b 
Company, fome time before the arrival of Lord Clive at Calcutta, by whom he was af- 
terwards reitored. 

Bengal, 
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Bengal* having for that purpofe fome time before had the caution private- 
ly to obtain from his father a grant of that SO bah (hip, as a royal favour. 

Accordingly an army of defperate adventurers and difaffedted Ze- 
mindars being collected together, about the end of December 1758, they 
marched from Illahabid towards Bengal, to take pofleffiort of tnofe pro- 
vinces which, in fa<ft, the Englifh Eaft India Company’s Governor, 
then Colonel Clive, had in June 1757 taken from the Nab6bof Bengal, 
Serajah al Dowlah, and conferred on one of his officers named Mcer 
Jaffier Ally Khawn. 

Our Prince was very unfuccefsful in this expedition ; and fo little 
refpeft did the Englifh in Bengal hold him in at this period, that Colo- 
nel Clive, at the requeft of his new made Subatidar Jaffier Ally 
Khawn, marched to * punifh thofe Raljahs “ who had dared to join hint" 
The Prince reprefented to the Colonel in a very pathetic letter, “ that 
“ he had no intentions againft Meer Jaffier’s life or government that all 
“ he aimed at was an army to make head againft the Vizier j and that 
“ if it pleafed God to favour his caufe, the Colonel might command 
“ any advantages for the Company or himfelf.” Colonel Clive having 
communicated this to the Nabdb’s fon and minifters, it was on all 
hands agreed, that “ it would be dangerous to have a Prince of the 
“ blood in any of the provinces. The Colonel therefore fent back the 
** meflenger with a refpe&ful letter and a prefent of about one tboufand 
“ pounds fierling j which behaviour fo charmed the Prince, that he fent 
** word to Colonel Clive he would force himfelf under his protection, 
u and dare him to deliver him up ; but the Colonel was neceffitated to 
“ anfwer, that be ailed under the Suhahddr JqfJier Ally Khawn s orders , 
“ and would therefore by no means advife him to put himfelf in his 
** power. Whereupon our Prince was obliged to feck fome other refuge 
“ and the Colonel, to intimidate the neighbouring powers from ever 
** difturbing the Bengal provinces again, thought fit to fhew his refent- 
** ment to Sujah al Dowlah (who hadaffifted tnc Prince) by reprefenting 
“ to him, that as he could not but know the inviolable friendfhip fub- 
“ fifting between him and Mcer Jaffier, he wondered he fiiould pre- 
“ fume to fend forces into his country, that if he ftillperfifted iii 
“ fentiments of enmitv, he ought to own it frankly; in which cafe he 
“ (Colonel Clive) would march up again after the rains, and appeal to 
“ the decifion of the fword.” 

It was not convenient to the Englifh in Bengal at this time to ac- 
knowledge the authority of this Prince. It may not however be amifs 

• See Mr. Luke Scrafton’s Letteri, entitled, Rtfieft'mt on the Government of Hm- 
dojian, Pages J17, xt8 and no. , 
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now to turn our eyes to the other fide of India, and fee the ufes made 
of Gkand Moguls by the Company on the Malabar Coaft, in the cu- 
rious reafons given by Mr. Spencer, afterwards Governor of Bengal* in an 
apology to The Mogul, for taking his Majefty’s port and city of Surat 
in the year 1759. As an extra# would do injuftice to the lubje#, we 
beg leave to refer the reader to the bottom of the page for the copy at 
large of Mr. Spencer’s reprefentation * to the Mogul on the occafion. 

'Things continued quiet in Bengal for a thort time; but in the year 
1760 the Prince renewed his attempts on thofe provinces; and though 

* A Representation made to The Mo<;ur. by John Spencer, in behalf of the Ho- 
nourablc Englifh Haft India Company, 1/59. 

44 That by virtue of royal Firmauns of your Majefty’s prcdeceflbrs, the Englifh hitherto- 
44 enjoyed favour at Surat, and carried on their buiinefs in a reputable manner, till in thefe 
41 days, that the Siddccs ufurping an undue authority in the town, ufed it to the ruin of the 
44 city in general, the livis and properties of your Majejly s fubjeits being made light of by thtm, andf 
44 they even proceeded fo far as to takeaway the lives of Our people, in diredt breach of your Ma- 
44 jetty’s Firmaun ; and in Ihort, inftead of being the protestors of the place, became the op- 
44 prctVors of it to fuch a degree, that the juft oideis of your Majcfty were no ways regarded 
44 in this city by their means \ and things were conic to this pafs, that though in confidcration 
41 of the Tun thaw f the Siddec was to protedt the Bar, yet fo far was he from doing it, that for 
44 many months pafta large fleet of Sjncrajec Punt's f Balia jec Row's Naib) entirely /hut up 
44 the Bar, as did a large land-force by land, to the infinite detriment of the place and inhabi- 
44 tants in general, without the Siddce’s interfering therein j and there was the greatejl reafon h 
44 believe , that unlcjs fame fpeedy and vigorous meafures had foon been pur fued, your Majejtys famous 
44 city of Surat , the only port of good Muffulmen to the tomb of your prophet, would have been brought 
44 to Jhame , In fuch circumltanccs, tne eyes of the whole town were caft on us , as the only 
44 perfons of force fuflfcient to favc the city from the calamities that it then felt, and was ftifi 
44 further threatened with ; and in confequcnce of their folicitations to tne , though our bufmtfs 
44 in theft farts of the world is only to trade and merchandize , and we are not defuous of taking or 
44 governing cities or countries j yet as all the inhabitants of this place, great and final], were ear* 
44 ncftly dcfirous of it, and 1 Jaw it was for the good of the place , I wrote to the General of Bom* 
44 bay on the fubjedt, in fuch manner, that at an immenfe expcnce he fent hither, in Our 
44 King’s fliips, a great force of good and experienced nun, with a large quantity of artillery 
44 and other warlike ftores of ail forts, with which 1 have had the happinefs to procure fafety to 
44 the city , and cafe to the inhabitants , and have procured an intire currency to )0ur Majebly s orders 
44 in the place , and your Majejly' s authority by all ways in our power will be preferved in this place 
44 as it ufed to be ; and you will confidtr the Englijh as dejirous of receiving your orders , fuch being 
the intention of the Governor of Bombay and mylelf, whofe whole power will be ufed to 
14 maintain thecaftlc, that we have poffeffed outfelves of for your Majejly , and to preferve the 
44 Bar and fea open againft all oppofers, on your behalf j for wc Ihall not apply theTunkhaw 
44 you have granted for this purpofe to others, as has hitherto been the cafe ; and fmcc our 
4v having done this, the enemies that furrounded the place both by fea and land, to its great 
44 prejudice, have been lemoved. We are always ready for the fafety of the caftle and city, 
44 with its inhabitants, and therefore hope for your Majefty’s favour in bchalfof the Honour- 
44 able Englilh Company, for whofe good fervices on this occafion I mull refer your Majefly 
44 to the reprefentation of the inhabitants of the place/' Sec an Account of the JVar\n India,. 
by Richard Owen Cambridge, Efquire. 4to. 1761, page 226. 

i The menwe aj^rofnated ,by th« Mogul fur maintc naiK€ of a fleet at Surat* 

they 
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’they always proved unfuccefsful, yet they kept the country in troubles 
for about three years j during which time he made feveral other offers 
to the Englifh of carte blanche , as appears in a letter from Governor 
Holwell ♦, who fucceeded Colonel Clive in Bengal, dated Calcutta, the 
14th June, 1760, directed to the then Commander of the army. He 
was diftrefled and harrafled to fuch a degree during thefe campaigns, 
that on the 8th of February 1761, he was obliged to furrender himfelf 
to the Commander of the Britifh forces, then Major Carnac, at Goyah, 
in the province of Bahar. During his intercourfe with the Englifh, hav- 
ing received advices from Dehly of the aflaftination of his father Allum 
Gueer, he made them various offers, and repeated his propoials to in - 
duce them to join him in his favourite feheme of obtaining the throne 
of Dehly ; but finding that the Englifh would do nothing for him, ex- 
cept the farce of their proclaiming him Empkror at Patna , he was ob- 
liged to feek fome other refuge j and therefore about the 21ft June 
1761, he took his leave of the Englifh, and that day quitted the Bahar 
province. But he afterwards had recourfe again to the Nabob Sujah 
al Dowlah, who, upon this fecond vifit, confined him and kept him a 
clofe prifoner, making the fame tool of him as Gazi al Deen, the Marah- 
tahs and Abdalla refpedtively had done before of the other Princes of 
the blood. 

About the end of the year 1763, the Englifh having expelled Coflim 
Ally Khawn from the Subahdary of Bengal, that Nabob had retired 
with his treafure and fome of his adherents into the dominions of Sujah 
al Dowlah, whom he at length perfuaded to join him in an attempt to 
recover his loft Subahfhip. Accordingly, in the month of February 
1 764, Sujah al Dowlah came down with a confiderable force into the pro- 
vince of Bahar, and brought our Prince Ally Gohar with him. The 
Englifh army then under the command of Major HeCtor Munro, met 
them at Buxar, and on the 23d October 1764, after a very obftinaic 
battle, defeated and purfued Sujah al Dowlah into his own dominions. 
In his flight he left the Prince behind him, who once more threw him- 
felf on the Englifh for protection. 

The Englifh Eaft India Company from this period became pofiefled 
of Our Prince, and they did not any longer neglcCt to profit by the 
many examples before them, of making a proper ule of him. It was 

* See Mr. Hoi.weu.’s Letter to Major Caillacd.— India Trails, page 52. — “ The 
“ (dilation of the Prince at prefent is I’uch, that lam Cure he would readily and thankful!’/ 
“ hearken to an overture from us, and without hditation grant a Firrhaun, appoiming tl.a 
“ Company perpetual Subahdars of the province. His two h irmauns to rtie, as 1 befoic ad- 
“ vifed you, offered Cartt Blamkt for the Company ; and 1 dare fay That to you w as of the 
** fame tenor.” 

[D 2] 
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fortunate for him, from his having at this time no friends to whom h* 
could have recourfe with reliance for even mere pcrfonal fafety, that there 
could be no neccflity for his being aXually confined in fo abjeX a fituatjon y 
nay his new guardians, who in every refpeX treated him with more 
kindnefs than thofe who before had poueflion of him, even allowed 
him, while he continued in their camp, a certain fum for his daily fub- 
fiftence. From this period we fhall give this unfortunate man his newly 
acquired titles of “ Emperor,” “ Grand Mogul,” “ Shah Allum the In- 
vincible,” or “ King of the World.” 

The Englifh were fuccefsful in totally expelling the Nabob, Sujah al 
Dowlah, from his dominions ; and while it was yet uncertain how they 
would difpofe of his country, our Grand Mogul Cent a petition to the 
Preiident and Council at .Bengal, which was tranfmitted to them by 
Major HeXor Munro, dated from the camp at Ban&ras, the 22d of No- 
vember 1764, of the Company’s tranflation. of which, the following is an 
exaX copy. 

“ If this country is to be kept, put me in pofleflion of it, and leave 
“ a fmall detachment of the troops with me, to thew that I am protected 
“ by the Englifli, and they fhall be at my expence} that if any enemy 
“ comes at any time againft me, I will make fuch connexions in the 
** country, that with my own troops, and the afore-mentioned (mail de- 
“ tachment, will defend the country without any farther afliftance from 
“ the Engliih } and I will hay them of the revenues of the country what 
"fum they pall demand yearly. If the Engliih will, contrary to their in- 
“ tereft, make peace with the Vizier *, I will go to Dehly j for I can- 
“ not think of returning again into the hands of a man who has ufed 
“ me fo ill. I have no friends I depend on more than the EqgHfli } 

“ their former behaviour to me will make me ever refpeX and regard 
u them : now is their time to be in pofleflion of a country abounding 
“ with riches and treafurc} I pall he fat i sped with whatever pare they pleafe 
“ of it. The Rohillas were always enemies to the imperious Vizier : 

“ they are all my friends.” 

The Pre/ident and Council of Calcutta having confdercd the Emperor’s 
petition^ rel'olved that they would keep a part of Sujah al Dowlah ’$ 
dominions for the ufe of the Eaft India Company, and put his Majefty in 
pofleflion ot all the reft. Accordingly a paper was drawn up, dated 
December 1761* and fent up to Major HeXor Munro, Com- 

* Thi* means Sujah al Dowlah, who, whilft he had our Grand Mogul in his poiTel&on, had 
created himfclf Vizier. 

mander. 
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Blander In Chief of the army, with orders for him to get it executed by 
his Majefty. The following is an exadt copy of their tranflation of this 
paper from the Perfian. 

“ In conlideration of the alfiftanee and fidelity of die Englilh Coni- 
“ pany, which has freed us from the inconvenicncies we laboured un- 
“ der, and ftrengthened the foundations of the empire which God has 
(< given us, we have been graciouily plealed to grant to the Englilh Com- 
“ pany our royal favours, according to the following articles, which lhall 
“ remain firm, both at prelent and in future. 

“ As the Englilh Company have been put to a great expence, and 
“ their affairs expofed to danger by the war with the Nabob, Sujah al 
“ Dowlah, unjullly and contrary to our royal pleafure waged againlt 
“ them, we have, therefore, afiigned to them the country of Ghazipoie 
“ and the reff of the Zemindary of Bulwant Sing, belonging to the Ni- 
“ ?amut of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah ; and die regulation and go- 
“ vermnent thereof w< have given to their difpolal, in the fame man- 
“ ner as it was in the Nabob Sujah al Dovvlah’s. The aforefaid RHjah, 
“ having fettled terms with the Chiefs of the Englilh Company, is ac- 
w cording thereto to pay the revenues to the Company ; and the amount 
“ lhall not belong to the books of the royal revenue, but lhall be ex- 
** punged from them. The army of the Englilh Company having 
** joined our ftandard, lhall put us in pofleflion of lUahah&d, and the 
“ reft of the countries, belonging to the Niz&mut of the Nab6b Sujah 
“ al Dowlah, and the revenues, excepting thofe of RHjah Bulwant Sing’s 
*' Zemindary, lhall be in our entire management and difpofal. 

“ As the Englilh Company will be at a farther expence in putting us 
“ in pofifelfion of lllahaMd, and the reft of the Nizimut of the Nab6b 
** Sujah al Dowlah,. we will therefore, as we get polfeffion, grant to them,. 
** out of our treafury, fuch a proportion of the revenues as the exigencies 
“ of our affairs will admit of and when we are put in full poftbflion, 
“ we will rcimburfe the whole expences of the Company in this buli- 
u nefs, from the time of their joining our royal ftandard.” 

His Majefty, as might be expedled, very readily agreed to the con- 
tents of this paper j and accordingly, a few days after the receipt of it, 
that is, on the 29th December 1 764, his imperial funnud or firmaun * 
was iffued, confirming the fame. In confcquencc of this agreement, 
his Majefty was put in poffelfion of Illahabad, and all the Subahlliip of 
Owd, excepting tjie Rijahlhip, or Zemindary of Bulwant Sing, at whole 
principal city of Ban-liras a fadiory was eftablilhed by the Governor and 

* See this firmaun at large in the Appcnlix No, XIV. page ai. 
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Council for the colledion of the revenues, which were latterly fixed at 
twenty lacks *, or about 250,000 1. fterling per annum. 

Before the advices of this fuccefsful fituation of the Company’s affairs 
could be received in England, the Eaft India Company were greatly 
alarmed, and had appointed the Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive, 
as Governor andCommandcr in Chief, together with a Seletft Committee, 
who were fent from England, furniftied with ample powers to purfue 
whatever means they (hould think proper to eftablifh the peace and tran- 
quility of Bengal. Upon his Lordffiip’s arrival in Bengal, on the 3d 
of May 1765, he actually found the general affairs of the Company, 
and of the fottlcincnts at Bengal in particular, in a more flourifhing 
fl ate than they had ever been known; and that, in fad, there was no- 
thing in the general out-lines of government for him and his Committee 
to do, from which either reputation or juft emolument could be reaped, 
unlefs they cut out work for themfelvcs. They, therefore, refolved 
upon aboliihing the treaties then fubfifting, which had been folcmnly 
entered into only two months before; and to model the commercial as 
well as political affairs of the Company upon an entire new plan •j*. 
Their motives for this alteration, which the Company will ever have 
real'on to lament J, cannot with propriety be fully confidered in this 
place : luffice it that we relate thofe particular circumftances which 
materially aflcded the affairs of the Prince of whom we are fpeaking at 
prefent. $^ 312 / 

Among the alterations determined upon, this prince was to be de- 
prived of that part of the Nizamut of the Nab6b Sujah al Dowlah with 
which he had already been inverted by a folemn treaty, and the Com- 
pany was to give up the Zemindary of Bulwant Sing, all of which were 
to be reftored to the faid Nab6b, againft whofe wealth, as Mr. Dow H 
juftly oblerves, the virtue of fomc of our revolutionifts was by no means 
proof, upon his paying to the Company the fum of fifty lacks of rupees, 
or about 625,0001. fterling. Our Grand Mogul was likewife to be 
fuppofed to have been actually in pofl'effion of the provinces of Bengal : 
under which fuppofition, he was to give a paper granting to the Com- 
pany, not only the office of the Dewannee § of thole provinces, but the 

* This Zemindary actually yielded to the Rajah at leaft feventy five lacks, or about 
937,500!. llerling. 

t See a comparative view of the different treaties in our fixth chapter. 

3 It was this alteration of the Company’s affairs, and the confequenccs of it, which laid the 
foundation of all the inquiries and publications that have fincc laid open their affairs, which 
Juhjcdted them to the hulh money they now pay to the Government, and which in its further 
confequenccs will mod probably put an end, if not to the Company itfdf, at leaft to the pre- 
j’ent fvilem of its affairs, as indeed is now become highly neceflary. 

II Dow’s Hindostan, Appendix, page 78. 

£ This Diwame is explained at large in the 4th chapter. 
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revenues alfo; by which of courfe, all the treaties with the Nabobs of 
Bengal were rendered void, and new ones made neceflary. He was 
likewife to confirm to the Company the lands before granted to them by 
the former Nabobs, Jaftier Ally Khawn and Cofiim Ally Khawn, and to 
confirm Lord Clive’s jaguecr. For all which our Mogul was to be paid, 
by the Englilh Company, from Bengal, the annual fum of twenty-fix 
lacks for his cxpences and the fupport of his dignity : and he was to 
be continued in the pofletfion of Corta and part of the province of 
Ulahabad. 

The Selcdt Committee at Calcutta had not the lead doubt of bis Ma - 
jejiy's complying with all this very readily ; becauf'c, as they expreifed 
“ it *, 'The King is now dependent on our bounty, his whole hopes of pro- 
“ t edit on, and even of JubJifience-, reft upon us ; it cannot, therefore, be 
“ fuppoled he will prove obdinate in denying a requed, of little confe- 
“ quence to him in bis prefnt circumjlances , but advantageous to us, his 
“ greated benefactors, and wc may lay his only friends.” 

Tliefe were not all the ufes which, upon this occaiion, were to be 
made of our Grand Mocuj.. Upon the fame principles as before, 
funnuds for the provinces of Sicacole, &c. in the Deckhan, valued at 
die yearly revenue of thirty lacks, or 375,0001. dcrling, were to be 
obtained alio; in which Lord Clive was relblved to fuccecd, as he in- 
formed his Seled Committee, at Calcutta, in the following words, 
•f “ 1 have been defired by the Prefidcnt of Fort St. George to obtain 
“ funnuds for the five northern provinces, which being a matter of 
“ great importance, I diall make a point of fucceeding in it ; and as 
“ the Nabob (of Bengal) intends purchafing his Majedy’s favours at the 
,r price of five lacks of rupees, I make no doubt that all die funnuds 
“ demanded on the Company’s account will be afforded gratis." 

To be lure there was not the lead doubt to be entertained upon any 
of theie occafions ; for if the younged writer in the fervicc had been 
font with the authority of the Company to our Shah Ailum , it was cer- 
tain that his Majejly would have granted away the remainder of his em- 
pire, the whole world, for the lake of a l'ublidence, and the lecurity of 
his perl'on : accordingly, the grants required of him were obtained un- 
der his Imperial f/mnuds, or finnauns, as given in the Appendix, Num- 
bers XVII. XVill. XIX. XX. XXI. and XXII. pages 27 to 36. 

The reader will plcal'e to ohferve, that this is the fame Prince whom 
the lame Governor, then Colonel Clive, had. before oppofed, and even 

* The words of their proceedings at a Committee of the aid June 1765, 
i Loro Clive’s Letter to the Select Committee, dated, Mootccjill, the 91I1 J'lly 1765. 

chailifod 
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ch-.ifl.ifed the rebellious Rajahs for daring to join him ; the Prince whofe 
lunnuds, firmauns, or grants, had on many former occasions been de- 
clared absolutely invalid *, againft whom a formal treaty •f* had been 
entered into, between the Company and the Nabob of Bengal, on the 
ijth September 1760, and whofe pretenlions even the Directors | of 
the Kail India Company themfelvcs had acknowledged to be extremely 
doubtful. 

The dependence, however, of this unfortunate Prince was not to be 
appropriated to thefe public ufes only. If we may believe the accounts 
from India, many others of a more private nature were likewife made 
ot him ; and it is faid, with the greateR appearance of truth, that he 
was not left to the free management of even thofc diftri&s and the Ri~ 
pend which were ultimately allotted to him ; nor of his mints or his 
l'ervants. As fuch matters would be proper objedts of enquiry for Su- 
pervifors, it fhould be hoped, that the Directors will, for their own 
honour and the fake of juftice, caufe fuch an enquiry yet to be made, 
in order that their fervants, if any of them have in this refpedt grofsly 
abided the authority of their Rations, may be made to fuffer fuch 
punifhmcnts as they deferve. 

Upon the wliole of what has been fet forth in this chapter, it may 
fairly be pronounced, on the moft rational grounds, that in reality 
there has not been for fome years paR, nor is at this time, any 
Grand Mogul, or real Emperor of HindoRan ; that the whole country 
is in a Rate of anarchy, where there is no law, but that of the longeR 
(word ; and that we may agree with Mr. Dow, who fays, with apparent 
truth on this fubjedt, || “ that HindoRan is at prefent torn to pieces 
“ by fadtions. All laws divine and human are trampled under foot. 
“ JnRcad of one tyrant, as in the times of the empire, the country 
“ now groans under thoufands, and the voice of the opprefled mul- 
“ titude reaches heaven . It would, therefore, be promoting the caufe 
“ of juRice and humanity to pull thofc petty tyrants from the height 
“ to which their villainies have railed them, and to give to fo many 
“ millions of mankind a government founded upon the principles of 
“ vutue and jullicc.” 

* In a minute of Governor Vanfitttrt, Colonel Cailhud and other gentlemen of the Court* 

< il . t entered on the conciliations, under date otthe 1 /:!> fauutiry iybi, it is laid, 

“ A. in the 1 /ci 'ttl'i finnuun , there was a time wli n the oidei.. of i ) h 1 y h id fome weight at 
“ ih-ngal, hut i hat time is no nioic. It is h ji tl to lay who is Kin » at IJchlv, or who will be.” 

I See the ir th .11 tu le of the treaty, No. V 1 1 1. in the Appendix, page 1 j. 

I (ii'iural I tt r to Ilengal, dated 19th February ljt)0, 

|| Dow’s Hi.s'uo 1 1 an. Appendix, page ,0. 

As 
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As to the unfortunate, though very generous Prince §, who is more 
particularly the object of our prelent confideration, and whom we now 
call The Grand Mogul, we lee him dependent for his (ubliffencd 
upon the fervants, in fadt, of an incorporated fociety of English mer- 
chants, who have raifcd him to that exalted title for the ferving of their 
own purpofes ; that he is made no other than their tool, and mull, from 
neceffity, be what they pleafe to make him, at lead while he continues 
among them, and the government of that country remains on the pre- 
fent iniquitous footing. 


$ Amidft all his misfortunes this Prince has given fcveral inftances of great generofity, pai- 
ticularly to the members of the Secret Committee, for thiir djliin^uiincd merit and dilin- 
terefted fer vices. One inltancc may be feca in Lord Clive’s Letter to the Court of Directors* 
of the 30th of September 1765, where it appears his Imperial Majefty had prefented Cicne- 
ral Carnac with two lacks of rupees : See Authentic Papers concerning India Affairs, pages 9* 
and 10 ---And another Inltance was given in the year 1767, when hi* Adajefty likcwife pic- 
feuted Colonel Richard Smith with two lacks more \ as appears from the following minute of 
fhc Council at Calcutta. 

At a confutation, held the 14th September 1767, prefent, Harry Vrrelft, Efquirc, Prcfidcnt*. 
John Cartier, Richard Bcchcr, James Alexander, William Aldtrley, Chailes Ffluyci^ 
and Alexander Campbell*, Efquiies. 

u Received a letter from Colon I Richard Smith at Ulahabad, dated the 15th ultimo, in an- 
fwer to the Boaid’s letter, dated the 20th July, on the fubjed of the two lacks of rupees he 
“ requefted their peimiffinn to receive as a gratuity from the King ; offering fevcral arguments 
“ to our confideration, and acquainting us with Mis Majesty’s abfolute refufd to receive 
44 back the Peep he had granted : therefore inclofmg it for us to difpofc of, as might feern 

44 molt equitable."-. The late Nabobs of Ikngal have likcwifc, though diltrelted, given- 

'frequent inllances of the like grateful generofity to their benefactors. 


C II A P. IV. 

On the Nature of the OFFICE called DEWANNEE, and the Mo- 
tives for the East India Company’s pretending to hold the Ter- 
ritories in Bengal under that Title. 

N OTHING could have been better calculated for a blind than this 
hard word Dewannee, which, while it ferved our Eallcrn poli- 
ticians to amufe even the Britilh legislature, was no other than the name 
of an office, that in reality had not exifted for many years part. In order 
to form the mod impartial judgment of what it is, or rather was, we will 
have recourfe to the information of thofe gentlemen who, having a<ftcd 
capital parts in the management of the affairs of Bengal, may naturally 
be fuppofed to be well acquainted with the matter. 

[El 
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Mr. Vaniittart, late Governor and intended Supervifor of Bengal, tells 
us, the Dewannce * is the office of the ftcond •j* officer of the province,' 
called Dewan j whofe bufinefs it is to fuperintend the lands and col- 
lodions : that he is appointed from the court of Debly , and is in every 
refped independent of the Nazim, or Nab6b ; who, according to the 
original injhtution of the empire , has no right to interfere in the manage - 
went of the revenues. 

As explained in a letter £ to the Court of India Directors, dated Cal- 
cutta, tne nth March 1762, from fundry members of their then Coun- 
cil in Bengal, the Dewannec is faid to be “ The collection of the reve- 
“ nues of all the provinces fubjeCt to the Nabdb, which are to be ac- 
“ counted for with the Court of Dehly. It differs from the Subahdiree ; 
“ the latter being the command of the troops, and the charge of the 
“jurifdidion of the provinces, the expences whereof are paid out of 
“ the revenues by the Dew&n. It was formerly a feparate office; but 
“ the Nabdbs of Bengal, taking advantage of tne late commotions in 
“ the empire, have ajjumed it to themfelves. 

Mr. Holwell, alfo formerly Governor in Bengal, tells us, upon the 
fubjed of the Dewannee ||, that ** the rents of the lands are the property 
“ of the Emperor. In conlequence of which he has a royal Dewan in every 
“ Nabobffiip, who ought to be accountable to the royal treafury for the 
“ whole amount < 5 f the rents, as rated upon the King’s books: but as there 
“ is always a good underftanding between the Dewan and the Nabdb, 
“ .they never are at a lofs in pretending reafons for the rents falling 
“ ffiort, though the whole is nridtly and fully collected. What is di- 
“ verted from the royal treafury, is divided between the Dewan and the 
*' Nabdb, of which the latter always takes the lion’s ihare.” 

On another occafion the Dewannee is explained to be, “ The col- 
“ leCting § of all the revenues ; and after defraying the expences of the 
“ army, and allowing a fufficient fund for the fupport of the Nizimut, 
“ to remit the remainder to Dehly, or wherever the King Jhall refide or 
“ direft." 

This Dewannee, which was affumed by the faid Right Honourable 
Lord Clive and his SeleCt Committee, a little while before the writing 

* Vansittart’j Narrative, Vol. I. Explanation; page 23, and Introduction, page 4, 

1 The Viiier is the firtt. 

t See the 27th paragraph of a Letter figned Eyre Cat/, Peter Amyatt , fthn Canute , IVslliam 
Ellis, Stanlake Batjen , and Hurry Vereffl, in Holwell’j Traits, page 91. 

I Historical Events, Part I. page 210. 

\ Paragraph 22d of a Letter from the Select Committee in Benoal, dated 30th Sep- 
tember 17^51 ftgned, Clive, WiUiam Brigbtwell Sumner , ft bn Carnot, Harry Vereljt , and 
Fronds Sykes. Authentic Papers, page 83. 

of 
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of the letter laft quoted, had been long before repeatedly offered to the 
Company, as hath been (hewn in the preceding chapter, but was al- 
v/ays rejected. The words of the Court of Eaft India Directors, as con- 
tained in a letter on this fubjetft to their then governor and Council at 
Calcutta, were thefej * “Your refufal of the Dewannce of Bengal, 
“ offered by the King (meaning our Prince Ally Gohar) “ was certainly 
“ very right ; and We are well fatisfied with the juft and prudent reafons 
“ you give for declining that offer.” 

The reafons for not taking it were then alledged to be, that it would 
be the fource of continual difputes with the Nab6b, by occafioning too 
great a diminution of his power, be a continual caufe of jealoufy and 
contention with the country powers, and the European nations who had 
fettlements in Bengal might fubjed the affairs of the Company to the 
interference of the Britilh legiflature, or in the end might be attended 
with other confequences highly prejudicial to the intcrefts of the Com- 
pany. 

To inveftigate in this place all the private reafons which occafioned 
this Dewannee’s being thus affumed by Lord Clive and his Seled Com- 
mittee, would be foreign to the purpofe here intended : but of thofe 
publicly avowed or alledged in the aforefaid letter, from Lord Clive 
and his Committee, of the 30th September 1765, we will briefly take 
notice. 

“ The perpetual ftruggles for fuperiority between the Nab6bs and 
“ your agents, together with the recent proofs before us of notorious 
“ and avowed corruption, have rendered us unanimoufly of opinion, 
“ after the moft mature deliberation, that no other method could be 
“ fuggefted of laying the axe to the root of all thofe evils, than that 
“ of obtaining the Dewannee of Bengal, Bahar and Oriffa for the Com- 
“ pany*j\” 

“ By this acquifition of the Dewannee, your poffeflions and influence 
“ arc rendered permanent and fecure ; fince no future Nabob will either 
“ have power or riches fuflicient to attempt your overthrow by means 
“ either of force or corruption. The experience of years has convinced 
“ us » that a divifion of power is impojjible , without generating difeon- 
“ tent, and hazarding the whole. All muft belong either to theCom- 
“ pany or to the Nabdb ; and we leave you to judge which alternative 
“ is the moft deiirable, and the moft expedient in the prefent circum- 
“ ftanccs 

* Paragraph 55th of a General Letter, dated 9th March 1763. 
t Authentic Papers, part of paragraph 22d, page 82. 
t Ibid - - Put of paragraph 23d. Pages 84 and 85. 
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In a feparatc letter from the laid Right Honourable Lord Clive to the 
faid Directors, alfo dated the 30th September 1765, the motives for this 
l'cheme of alTuming the Dewannee are farther explained, in the follow- 
ing words. “ Though the revenues belong to the Company, yet were the 
“ Company’s officers to be the collectors, foreign nations would imme- 
“ diatcly take umbrage ; and complaints preferred to the Britilh court 
“ might be attended with very embarraffing confcquences. Nor can it 
“ be fuppofed that either the French, Dutch, or Danes will acknowledge 
“ the Englifh Company NabJb of Bengal, and pay into the hands of 
“ their fervants the duties upon trade, or the quit-rent of thofe diftrids 
“ which they have for many years poffefled by virtue of the royal fir- 
“ mauns, or by grants from former Nabdbs And again : “ In 
“ conlidering the lubjed of the Dewannee, and the confequences of your 
“ large increafc of revenues, I have already obferved, that our acquilition 
“ will give no umbrage to foreign nations with refped to our territorial 
“ jurifditfion, fo long as the prefent Appearance of the NabSb's power is 
** preserved -j\” 

Lord Clive and his Seled Committee, in their letter to the Court of 
Directors, of the 30th September 1765, before quoted, fpeak ftill more 
plainly, if pofiible, of the difference in the Company’s lituation from 
the taking tne Dewannee. Their exprefs words are in the 29th para- 
graph. “ You are now become the Sovereigns of a rich and potent king - 
“ dom And in the 38th paragraph, “ You are now not only the col- 
“ IcSlors , but the proprietors," meaning of the revenues of the NabSb's do- 
minions. 

Among the many private motives hinted at for this manoeuvre, we 
cannot conclude on this head, without taking notice, that a principal 
one was, to enable the gentlemen who planned and adopted this mode 
of government, to efablijhfuch monopolies of the trade of the country, and 
even of the common necejjaries of life, for thf.ir own private Emo- 
lument, and to the fubverfm of the natural rights of all mankind, as to 
this day remain unparalleled in the hiftory of any government, and of 
which wc (hall treat more particularly hereafter. 

From what has already been faid, wc prefumc it will appear evident 
to every impartial perfon, that the Dewannee, whatever it had been, 
was an office which, when alTumed, had no exiftence ; the grant of it 
being received, or pretended to be received, from a Prince who, in fad, 
never had it in his gift •, whofe authority, on other limilar occafions, 

* Authentic Papers, Paragraph 12th, ad Jvtm. page 26. 

t 1 Sul ... Paragraph 14th. page 28. 

^ Ibid ... page* 92 and 103. 
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had been publicly and wholly difavowed by the prefent receivers of the 
grant j and that the whole was a mere fidtion, invented for the private 
purpofes of the Company or Directors, and their fervants or confe- 
derates : and to fereen their feizing on the fovereignty of the country, 
by impofing upon and deceiving, if they could, not only the inha- 
bitants of India and foreigners, but even the Britifli nation ; as we hope 
farther to prove by the corroborating fadts contained in every iubfequent 
part of this work. 


CHAP. 


V. 


Of the NABOB, otherwife called The NAZIM, or SUBAHDAR, 

of BENGAL. 

F OR the better underftanding of our fubjed, we will examine what 
this officer ought to be, according to the ancient institutions of the 
empire j what he has been for fome years part, and what he now ac- 
tually is j fupporting what we advance by fufficient tefti monies. 

“ Though by the ancient conftitution of the Mogul empire, of which 
“ ° f Bengal, BahAr and Oriffa are parts, the Nab6b, or 

Subahdur of thofe provinces was nothing more than the Mogul’s 
“ Viceroy, yet for many years paft, as the ftrength of that conftitution 
has been gradually declining, the Subahddrs of thefe and other pro- 
“ vinces have been, in like gradation, affuming an independence of 
the court of Dehly: and the fliock which the empire received, or 
rather the JtwverJton of it (for it has never recovered, nor probably 
ever will, from the irruption of the Periians under Nader Shah) has 

„ S Klu COnfi /r d ,: hat indc P cndeflce * ^at the relation between the 
Nabdb and the Mogul is at prefent little more than nominal 

4< Mr. Vanfittart informs us, that “ The Nabob f, as he is ufually termed, 
or properly the Nazim of a province, is an officer of the Mogul go- 
M y crni P cnt ; a Ppomtcd to fuperintend the affairs of die province, dur- 
«« Jr Pj e *^ ure of the court. This commiffion extends not even to 
the life of the pojjejfor and in the early times of the empire it was 

. * , S 'f pa S°p V and 22 of * Memor, al to the Kinc’s Moft Excbuent Maiestv 
c thc „ 3d^bruary 1762 j from the Court of Enji India Diulim. slned ^ 

Comhili C ' rmail> ReUh D ' pUty ' a ' ,d Ei&hucn Printed for J. Broihcrton, 

t Vaksitt art’s Narrative, Vol. I. p. 4. 


ufual 



CONSIDERATIONS 


3 * 

“ ufual to make frequent removals *, to prevent the dangerous effefts 
“ of an increafing influence. Neither, according to the original infti- 
“ tution, has he any right to interfere in the management of the revenues \ 
“ which branch belongs to another officer called The Dewin’' (of 
whofc office we have treated in the preceding chapter) “ appointed alfo 
“ by the court, and in every refpedt independent of the Nazim. It is 
“ true, that fince the authority of the Emperors began to decline, the 
“ Nazims, taking advantage of the diftrattions of the ftate, have ge- 
“ nerally eftabliffied themfelves in fuch a degree of independency as to 
“ pay little more than a nominal obedience to the court. The forms 
“ are ftill kept up j but they ferve only to Ihew what was the original 
" inftitution. Upon the death of a Nazim, the fucceffion, whether 
“ continued in the fame family, or feized by a ftranger, is not confi- 
“ dered as valid till confirmed by the imperial patent ; but this the 
u altual pofleflor finds no difficulty in obtaining *f\” 

Such have been the Nabdbs of Bengal fince the decline, or rather, as 
the Eaft India Directors more properly fay, “ the fubverfion of the em- 
“ pirc,” according to the above quotations. But had thofe gentlemen 
boldly told the whole truth, they might have juftly faid, that fince the 
period they refer to, the Nizamut or Nabobfhip of Bengal has, to this 
day, been continually po/Tc/lcd by ufurpers and tyrants, who have been 
maintained therein by violence, fraud and murder. 

Upon the demife of the lajl lawful Nabob, Sujab Kbawn ||, in the year 
1739, his fon Scrfraz Khawn took pofleffion of this government, and 
maintained himfelf in it for about three years, until the rebellion of 
AUaverdy Khawn, who was then Governor of the Bahar province. 
This man, who had formerly been Sujah Khawn’s Hookahburdar, or 

♦ Mr, Ormt tells us, there was a time when thefe changes were fo frequent, that a new 
Nabob left Dehlv, riding contrary to the ufual manner, with his back turned to the head of 
his elephant, ana gave as a reafon for it, 44 that he was looking out for his fucceffor.” See 
Orme's Hindostan, Diffcrtation, page 28. 

f This alludes to a farce commonly pra&ifed fince the fubverfion of the empire, of ob- 
taining patents from thefe nominal Moguls who have been fet up by the different ufurpers at 
Dehly, of whom wc have treated in our third chapter. In theft times, a fum of money dif- 
perfed among the principal people about thofe ufurpers would obtain the confirmation of 
any funnud, grant, or office. It was receiving fo much clear gain for a fuppofed gift of 
what was not in the giver’s pofieffion, and by which he could lofe nothing. A ftriking 
inftancc of this mode of negotiation is given by Mr. Vanfittart, In the third volume of hut 
Narrative, page 418} where an intriguing Dew&n, or minifter of the Nabob's, named 
Nundcomar, obtains his own titles and feals before his maftar, Mcer Jafficr, receives any 
afiuranecs whatever of the royal appo'iMtnunt to the Nabobfhip. Since Mr. Vanfittart ’s go- 
vernment, the Grand Mogul's grants of that fort are become dill cheaper; the domeftic black 
fervants of many gentlemen in the fcrvice of the Englifh Eaft India Company having been by 
him created Rajahs, or Princes ; and many Enghfh Gentlemen have upturned to Europe 
with the titics of Omrahs, 

| Vansittart’s Narrative, Vol. I. page 5, 
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pipe-bearer *, after promoting an unparalleled fcene of treachery among 
the perfidious fervants of his mafter, defeated him in a battle fought on 
the 28th January 1741-2, in which the Nab6b loft his life. 

From that period the traitor ufurped the government of Bengal, and 
maintained himfelf in it againft the repeated invafions of the Marahtahs, 
(which lafted for about eight years to the great deftruCtion of the 
country and its manufactories) till, on the 10th of April 1756 f, he 
died a natural death. 

This ufurper was fuccceded by his brothers grandfon, the Tyrant 
Serajah al Dowlah, who, upon difputes with the Englifh Eaft India 
Company's fervants, circumftantially related by Mr. Holwell and 
others, difpoftefied them of all their factories, and on the 20th June 
1756, feized and facked their town and fort of Calcutta, or Fort Wil- 
liam, when fuch of the Englifh and their dependents as efcaped the 
tyrant’s fury took refuge On board the trading veflels then in the river, 
and dropped down to Fultah, where they led a moil miferable life till 
December 1756, when the Englifh fquadron, under the command of 
Admiral Watfon, and the troops under Lieutenant Colonel Robert 
Clive, arrived from the Coaft of Coromandel. Inconfiderable as this 
force was, they gallantly proceeded to the re-taking of Calcutta, and 
on the 3d January 1757, nappily accomplifhed the work, with farce 
hny lofs ; the enemy abandoning the fort on the very firft J fummons 
from the guns of his Majefty’s fhips, when brought up abreaft of it. 

The Nab6b Serajah al Dowlah came down to oppofe the Englifh, 
who by unparalleled inftanccs of bravery and intrepidity, attended with 
the moil extraordinary good fortune, baffled him in all his attempts, 
and forced him, witn his numerous army, to retire to his capital of 
Murfhedab&d ; having firft, that is on the 9th of February 1 7^7, obliged 
him to make a very advantageous treaty with them, wherein he con- 
firmed all the former pofleffions and immunities of the Company, and 
granted them feveral new privileges, as may be fecn by the treaty at 
large, and his Perwanahs, in the Appendix, N 05, 1 . and II. pages 
1 and 3, &c. 

This was the firft formal treaty that our Company had ever entered 
into with any Nabdb of Bengal. It was folemnly ratified in the 
ftrongeft manner, the Nab6b fwearing on the Koran, by God and Ma- 
homed, and Colonel Clive pledging the names of God and our Saviour 
faithfully to obferve the fame. 

• ScRAr ton’s Reflections, page 31. 

t Ibid, page 50. 

J Ibid, page 60. 
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Nece fifty $, which in politics ufuaUy fupcrfedes all oaths, treaties, 
or forms whatever, induced the Englifh Eaft India Company's repre- 
fentatives, about three months after the execution of the former treaty, 
to determine, “ by the buffing of God,” upon dlfpofleffing the Nabdh $e- 
rajah al Dowlah of his Nizamut, and giving it to another. 

Monfieur Dupleix, the French Governor of Pondicherry, who “ was 
“ the § firft difeoverer of the fuperiority of European difeipline” over 
the natives of this part of India, had already, with his fuccefles on 
tiie coaft of Coromandel, invented the traffic in Nab6bftups. Accordingly 
Meer Jaffier Ally Khawn,, who had been a Jammadar, oc commander of 
a party of horfe under the late Alhvcrdy Khawn, and was now a 
General ||, and related to the prefent Nab6h by marriage with Alfa- 
verdy’s lifter, having before tnanifefted a bold and traitorous difpofition, 
was the man pitched upon for our new Nabdb. He was preferred to 
another rebel -candidate, named Khoda Yat Khawn Laitty, and in con- 
tequence thereof, articles of agreement were privately lent to him by 
Colonel Clive, on the 2d May 1757. 

The particulars of this revolution are well known. The Nabdb Se- 
rajali al Dowlah, betrayed by his fervant Jaffier, was, with his numerous 
army of “ 20,000 -f- horfe, 50,000 foot, and 50 pieces of heavy cannon” 
beat on the plains of Plafley, on the 23d June 1757, by a handful of 
men under the command of Colonel Clive, and the Nabdb hitnfelf 
obliged to efcape in difguife. Happy it was for the Company that this, 
numerous army made fo little rcliftance that, according to Mr. Scrafton, 
there were only feventy men killed and wounded. 

In confequence of this victory, and the conditions which Mr. William 
Watts, the Company's Reiident at the city, had ftipulated, and in the 
evening of the 5th June 1757, privately executed with Meer Jaffier, 
on the 29th June *757, he was by * Colonel Clive formally placed on 

1 About this period the Engliflj at Calcutta received news of war’s being declared againft 
France; and they at the fame time di (covered that the French were feqrctly negotiating with 
the Nabob Serajah al Dowlah. k was thereupon refolved to fet afidc a neutrality with the 
French which had been at firft propofed, and to attack their fettlements immediately, a refo* 
lution no (boner tal^cn than luckily executed. While the Nabdb was artfully amufed, a 
iquadron of his Majefty's fhipe, unJcr the commands of Admirals Watfon and Pocock* 
with the Company's troops under the command of Colonel Clive, inverted Chandernagore* 
the principal (cttlement of the French in Bengal, which, on the 23d of March 1757, they 
took, after a few hours cannonading from our (hips, and afterwards razed their town and. 
fortifications level with the ground. 

§ See A Letter to the Proprietors jof East India Stock, from Loro Clive* 
Page 4, printed for J. Nourfe, 1764* 

II See Mr. Serafim's character of “ Meer Jaffier,” in a Letter to the Proprietors of Eaft 
hdia Stoik t from Mr. Henry Vanfittart . Page 44, & c* printed for J. Newbcry, 1767.— 
And Mr. Scraftou's Re/leflions. page 75, tic* 

i Scrafton’s Reflections, page 85 to 

* Ibid. - - Page 93. 
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the Mufnud or throne of the Nabobs at Bengal, at MurfliedaMcL 
A treaty *, confirmed as ufual by the oaths of the contracting parties, 
was alfo entered into between him and the Engliih Company, whereby 
he not only confirmed all their former poflemons and privileges, and 
the treaty lately made with his prcdccelfor, but granted alfo fevcral 
confiderable new privileges and territories, betides paying immenfe Aims 
of ready money, both to the Company and to individuals, as may be 
feen by the copies of the treaty and fubfequent agreements at large in our 
Appendix, No. III.. to VII. pages 5 to 10. 

In the mean time, the expelled Nabob Serajah al Dowlah was difeo- 
vered on his flight at Ragemahl, feized, and fent down by Mcer Jaffier’s 
brother to the city of Murthedabad, on the 4th July 1757, where he 
was •j* privately murdered by order of our new Nab6b. 

This was the firft Nazim or Nabdb created in Bengal by the Englith, t 
who, after their recent and repeated fuccefles againlt the late Nabdb, 
the French, and the | Dutch, had acquired fo great a reputation, and 
fpread fuch terror through the country, that there is no doubt they 
might with eafe have marched to Denly. Revolutions were now be- 
come a trade, or at lead a fund to fupply the exigencies of the Englilh 
Eaft India Company and their Aibftitutes : Mcer JafHer was foon judged 

* It was on this revolution that Colonel, now Lord Clive was creaUd or “ made an Om- 
rah 99 of the Empire by Alter J offer % who had juft before received his Naboblhip from the 
Colonel s hands. See his Lcrdjbip's Letter to the Proprietors of E'ift India Stock , page 35, 
printed for J. Nourfc, 1764, and Mr. Scraf ton's ReficLt'tons^ page qj, See . 

For form’s fake, the farce of a Mogul’s Firmaun, already mentioned in our note page 38, 
was to be exhibited; and as there was in fa& no real Emperor to grant it, application was 
made at Dehly for the feal of Allum Gucer, the prince who was taken out of prifon, fet up* 
and afterwards murdered by Gazi a] Deen Khawn, and whofe Firmauns to his foil Ally 
Gohar, at another time, Colonel Clive was fo far from admitting, that he marched to chal- 
tize the rebellious adherents of that prince upon the occaiion. By virtue of this title of 
Omrah, conferred on him by his own Nabob, Colonel Clive was Juppofed to maintain 6000 
horfe, for the fupport of which the faid Nabob ct made him a Jagueerdar,” (fee Lord Clive’s 
Letter, page 34 ) “ or Lord of the lands” ceded by the before-mentioned treaty to the Engajly 
Company , upon which the well-known yearly income, called Jagueer y of near 30,000!. fter- 
ling, was acquired by the Colonel. . * 

t Scrafton’s Reflections, page 94. 

% The Dutch of Bengal feeing the ulcs which on all hands were made of Moguls and 
Nabobs in this diftra&ed irate of the country, from the fuperiority of European difcipline* 
formed in their turn the defign of trying their fortune in the fame way. The project wa g 
fent from the Dutch fettlcment of Chinfurah in Bengal, and adopted oy the government of 
Batavia. According to which, upon a well concerted but badly executed plan, a formidable 
body of European and Malay troops, with feven {hips, were, towards the end of the year 
1 7 59 > imported into Bengal, but were defeated in their attempts by a bravery which will 
ever do honour to the Englilh ; upon which the Dutch were obliged to accede with difgrace 
to very di (advantageous articles of accommodation with the Englilh and their Nabob, and 
take their troops back again. The particulars of this affair may, be feen at large in the 
fmpilh and Dutch Memorials, printed 1762, for j, Brothcrton in Cornhill, 
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to be incapable, and not a proper perfon to hold the government that 
had been entrufted to himj which, together with the low ftate * of the 
Company’s finances, and other obje&s of the like political necejity, made 
another revolution requifite before the expiration of three years and four 
months. 

Upon this foundation it was determined to depofe Meer Jaffier ; and 
a treaty was accordingly entered into, in the name of God, with Meer 
Co Aim Ally Khawn, who had married Meer Jaffier’s daughter. Meer 
Jaffier was difplaced without any commotion or bloodfhed, .and Meer 
Coffim, though diftinguifhed at fir ft with the title only of Naib or De- 
puty-Nab6b, was railed to the Nizimut of Bengal, independent of his 
father-in-law, who was brought down to the Englifh fettleroent at Cal- 
cutta, and had a monthly ftipend allowed him there for his fubfiftence. 

The treaty entered into with this new Nabdh was dated the 27th Sep- 
tember 1 760, in which, befides other advantageous ftip&lations, Sun- 
nuds or patents were given, granting to the Englifh Eaft India Com- 
pany, to defray their expences and pay their troops, the lands of Burd- 
wan, Midnipore, and Chittigong, yielding a clear annual revenue of 
about 600,000 1 . fterling. And it was particularly ftipulated, by the 
10th article of this treaty, that the Prince Ally Gohar, the Grand Mogul 
mentioned in our third chapter, “ fhould not be fuftered to get any 
“ footing in the country,” as may be feen by the copy of the treaty. 
No. VIII. and the Sunnuds, No. IX. in the annexed Appendix, pages 
11 and 1 2. 

The Nab6b Meer Coffim foon convinced the Englifh that they had 
been deceived in their opinion of him. He was found to aim at an 
independency, which of courfe was efteemed by no means confiftent with 
the Company '8 intereft ; and in other refpeds he became fo trouble- 
(ome, that before the expiration of three years from his elevation to the 
government, it was thought expedient to remove him: a meafure which 
was not now in any refpeft fo eafy to execute as in the time of his pre- 
deceffor. War therefore was formally declared on the 7th July 1 •jb'x -f-, 
and the Englifh refolved on the re-inftatement of Meer Jaffier, to which 
they were in fome degree inftigated by the hope of ftrengthening their 
party with the adherents to, or partisans of that Nabfib, who aim took 
the field with them for that purpofe, a treaty being previonfly entered 
into, whwkwas to tike efifed upon the defeating and expelling of hit ad- 
wtry. 


* SeeT*M«rrTAKT’» NAkaavivt, VoJ. I. 
t Ibid. Val. UJ. page pf 


^ A. 

mm 



ON INDIA AFFAIRS; 43 

Meer Coffim’s troops being well paid, difciplincd and accoutred, 
fought with great intrepidity j and had not his fubordioatc commanders 
proved deficient in perfonal courage, or even had he himfelf had the 
bravery to animate nis troops properly by his own prefence in the field, 
it is more than probable that die Englilh Company would have been left, 
from that day, without a Angle foot of ground in thofe provinces. 
The fuccefs of the war was for fomc time lo uncertain, that (contrary 
to all farmer pradice) the Writers and other young perfons in the civil 
fervice of the Company were all accoutred, difeiplined and formed into 
a military corps j but by the bleffine of God tne illue of the battle of 
Gareea, wherein it was long doubtful which fide would prevail, did at 
laft turn in favour of the Englilh, after the campaign had laited about 
five months. 

Meer Cofiim fled, and was purfued from place to place, till he was at 
length totally driven out of his dominions, and forced to tike refuge 
with the neighbouring Nab6b, Sujah al Dowlah ; upon which Meer 
Jaffier Ally Knawn was reinilated in his government. 

By the treaty which was previoufly entered into with Mecr Jaffier, on 
the loth July 1763, and the fuhfequent agreement of the 16 th Septem- 
ber 1764, as in the Appendix No. X. and XI. pages 15 and 17, the 
reader will fee, that all former rights and privileges were fecured, ana 
tome confiderable additional advantages were obtained by the Englilh 
upon every revolution. The Nabdb, as may naturally he imagined, 
after thefe tranfadions was as much dependent upon the Governor and 
Council of Calcutta as could poflibly be wilhed 1 even an officer of the 
Company’s, as ftipulated for in the 7th article of the treaty, was from 
that time ftationed with him, under the denominatipn of the Company's 
Refident, on the view, not only of being a watch and check upon the 
Nabdb’s tranfadions, but alfo to enforce the execution of any bufinefs 
the Governor and Council might think proper to refolvc on. 

Meer Jaffier did not continue long in his new ftation, having died 
on the 5th February 1765: and it was thereupon thought ncceflary, 
by the Governor and Council at Calcutta, to make fuch new arrange- 
ments for the management of all bufinefs at Murlliedabid, as might 
ferve to render future Nab6bs 1U11 more dependent, and confequently 
the Company more fecure j for the execution of which defign, four 
gentlemen of the Council at Calcutta were appointed a deputation, 
who had diredions not to fix the Nab6b in the Mufnud, till he had 
agreed to their requifitions. The perfpn fixed on for this nominal go- 
vernment waif Najim al Dowlah, Meer Jaflier’s eldeft fon ; a youth then 
about eighteen years of age. He was denied the liberty of advifing 
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with thofe minifters of his father, whom he was defirous of continuing irr 
office, becaufe they were fufpedted of having embezzled a great part of 
the revenues, and of not being favourable to the views of the Company : 
nay the principal minifter was, on that account, foon afterwards feized, 
by order of the Governor and Council, and fent prifoner to Calcutta ; 
when the Nabdb found himfelf under a neceflity to appoint fuch other 
minifters and colle&ors as the Englifh pointed out to him. An inter- 
regnum of leveral weeks * palled before this bulinefs was finally Settled : 
during which period Najim al Dowlah faw himfelf adtually reduced to 
the alternative, of cither acceding to the arrangements propofed by the 
Governor and Council, or of relinquiihing all thoughts of the Nabdblhip. 
Thofe arrangements, with refpeft to the colle&ion of the revenues, were 
indeed judicioully made; and well calculated to prevent, in part, the 
very grofs embezzlements which had before been pradtifed, to the 
amount of near a million and a half fterling per Annum. The more 
that was laved to the Nab6b of the public money, the more remained, 
in fad, for the Company ; but however proper fuch appointments might 
be, yet being totally repugnant to the inclination of the Nab6b, they 
ferve to point out his entire dependence, which indeed nothing can Ihew 
in a clearer light than the treaty itfelf ; by which the Nabob was evi- 
dently deprived of his army, and the nomination of his minifters and 
officers of government. It was dated the 25th February 1765 (fee the 
Appendix, No. XV. page 22) ; which every reader Ihould attentively 
perule, who willies to form an adequate *f* judgment of fo extraordinary 
and important a negociation. 

Soon 

* Notwithftanding much time parted in altercation, the treaty, when concluded and ex- 
changed, was antedated to the 25th of February 1765, being the very day on which the de- 
puties arrived at Murfhedabdd, though Mccr JafRcr died the 5th of that month, 

t Upon all thefe revolutions large I’ums of money were obtained by the perfons who con- 
duced them ftom every new-made Nabolf. In the midlt of immenfe fortunes, fuddcnly acauireJ 
by thefe means, LordClive ’3 ftands the moft confpicuous j who upon the making of Jaffier 
Ally Kbawn, in 1757, obtained a Jagueer of about 30,0001. per annum, exdufive of other 
inuncnfe prefents. Upon the making of Najim al Dowlah, on Meer JafRer's death, in 1765, 
the gentlemen deputed from Calcutta, upon that bulinefs, likewife received confiderabie 
prelcnts •, which Lord Clive and the Selcft Committee, who arrived at Calcutta foon after, 
greatly disapproved of, and fet on foot a very fevere enquiry into the conduit of the deputies 
on that octalion. In a Letter to the Proprietors of Eaft India Stock, printed in the year 
1766, p, 53, Mx.JofinJpfoi/lonty who was chief of the deputation, in vindication of his 
own conduct, thus recriminates on his Lordlhip, who was the leader of thofe inauiries. 
'* Did the Nabob JafRer Ally Khawn intend to givc,no more to Lieutenant Colonel Clive 
#i than barely the fum of 280,000 rupees, as his equal fharc with governor Drake, of the 
M prefentof 27 lacks to the Secret Committee, and 3 lacks, as his proportion of one-eighth 
u « commander in chief, of the donation of 25 lacks given to the army? The additional 
41 prefent he received at the fame time, over and above thofe two ether (hares, wis reckoned 
44 it 25 lacks, above 300,000 pounds fterling ; and it is well known to be the general and 
4i> cftablilhed practice among the people of that country to make fuch diltinitions/ 5 
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Soon after the execution of this treaty, as we have mentioned in oiir 
foregoing chapter $, arrived the Right Honourable Lord Clive, with 
fome of the gentlemen appoined by the Court of Directors, to form a 
Seleft Committee, inverted with unlimited powers (as they chofe to in- 
terpret them) for managing the affairs of the Company. And though, 
at this time the country was in perfect tranquility, every enemy of the 
Company’s actually fubdued, and fuch agreements as were thought 
requifite for the Company’s intereft fettled likewife with the Prince 
Shall Allum and the Kajah Bulwant Sing, yet thefe gentlemen refolved 
to undo all that had been done j and, as we have before obferved, to 
new model the affairs of the Company : and, in order to effedt the in- 
tended alterations, it was determined among them to proceed, as if no 
treaties had been fettled, or peace had not cxifted in Bengal, with 
luppofing the Prince, Shah Allum, then really in poffefiion of the impe- 
rial crown of Hindoftan, and the expelled Nabob, Sujah al Dowlab, 
a&ually * Vizier of the empire, and finally, to invert themfelves, as 
Plenipotentiaries, with full and ample powers, on behalf of the Nabob, 
Najim al Dowlab, to do what they pleafed. 

The Emperor Shah Allum and the expelled Nabob Sujah al Dowlali, 
to whom the objects in view were of no Ids importance than the for- 
mer's being confirmed king of the world, and the latter’s being reftored 
to his loft dominions, readily agreed to every thing that was propofed by 
our Plenipotentiaries ; and new agreements wefe alfo made and entered 
into, by which our Nabob, Najim al Dowlah, very meekly lays down 
his Nabdbfhip, which the Englifh take up, under the title of Dewannee, 
and he agrees to accept of the annual fum of ficca rupees, fifty -three 
lacks and eighty-fix thoufand (or about 673,266!. fterling) for the 


)n a Letter to the Proprietors of Eafl India Stock, from Lord Give, printed for J. Nourfe, 
1764, p. 17, his Lordfihip had before apologized for his receiving of thofe prefents, upon 
his making the Nabob Jaflicr Ally Khawn, in the following words : 

44 The Nabob, agreeable to the known and ufual euftom of Eaftern Princes, madepre- 
44 fents, both to thofe of his own court, and to fuch of the Englifli, who by their rank and 
44 abilities had been inftrumcntal in the happy fuccefs of fo hazardous an enterprise, fuk- 
41 able to the rank and dignity of a Great Prince. I was one amongft the many who 
44 benefited by his favour. I never fought to conceal it, but declared publickly, in my 
44 letters to the Secret Committee of the India Direftors, that the Nabob’s generosity had 
44 made my*fortune tafy , and that the Company’s welfare was now my only motive for ftay* 
4< ing in India. What injuftjee was this to the Company,? They could cxbtft no more then 
41 what was Jlipulatcd in the treaty. Or what injundlion was I under to refute a prefent from. 
44 him, who had the power to make me one, as the reward of honourable fervices f I know 
44 of none.” 

J Lord Clive arrived at Calcutta the 3d May 1765. 

* See the Preamble to the Treat* with Sujah al Dowlah. 16th Auguft 176c, in the 
Appendix, N° XVII. p, 27. 
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ftipport of his government. Tie alio agrees to give the Emperor 
twenty-fix lacks, or 225,0001. per annum, for giving the Dewannee, 
or revenues of his Naboblhip to the Englilh ; who, in confideration of 
his Majefty’s granting them this Dewannee, alfo engage to become fecu- 
rities for the Nab6b Najim al Dowlah’s regularly paying that fum to the 
llmperor. The abfurdity of thefe mock negociations will beft appear 
by a reference to the treaties themfelves ; for which purpofe, as well as 
for more clearly (hewing the entire fubjedtion of thefe Indian Princes, 
we mud crave the reader's patience to turn to the Appendix, N° XVII. 
to XXIII. pages 27 to 37. 

With relpedt to the relation which the Englilh Eaft India Company at 
prefent bears to the Nabdbs of Bengal, we cannot explain it in a better 
manner than Lord Clive has already done to the Directors of that Com- 
pany, upon the fubjedt of this Nabob Najim al Dowlah, of whom we 
have been juft fpcaking. His Lordfliip’s words are thefe. , 

*f- 44 Confidering the exccfles we have of late years manifefted in our 
“ conduit, the Princes of HindoMn will not readily imagine us capable 
44 of moderation, nor can we expedt they will ever be attached to us by 
“ any other motive than fear. Meer Jafficr, Coflim Ally, the prefent 
44 Nabdb, and even Mahomed Ally the Nabdb of Arcot (the beft Muf- 
“ l'ulman I ever knew) have afforded inftances fufficient of their inclina- 
“ tions to throw off the Englilh fuperiority. No opportunity will ever 
44 be negledted that feems to favour an attempt to extirpate us, though 
“ the confequcnces, while we keep our army complete, muft in the end 
“ be more fatal to themfelves. This impatience under the fubjedtion, 
4 ‘ as I may call it, to Europeans is natural j but fo great is the infatu- 
44 ation of the natives of this country, that they look no farther than the 
“ prefent moment, and will put their all to the hazard of a fingle battle. 
44 Even our young Nab6b, who is the iffue of a proftitute, who has little 
44 abilities, and lefs education to fupply the want of them ; mean, 
“ weak, and ignorant as this man is, he would, if left to himfelf and 
“ a few of his artful flatterers, purfue the very paths of his prcdeceflors, 
44 It is impoflible, therefore, to truft him with power and be fafe. If 
44 you mean to maintain your prefent poffeflions and advantages, the 
“ command of the army ana receipt of the revenues mufi be kept in your 
“ own bands ; every wi(h he may exprefs to obtain either, he allured, 
44 is an indication of his defire to reduce you to your original Jlate of 

•* i 

-V Tart of the 15th paragraph of a Letter, dated Calcutta, the 30th September 1765. 
Authentic Paper*, p. 29. 
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“ dependency, to which you can never now return without ceasing to 

** EXIST.” 

This our young Nab6b Najim al Dowlah', ' by the agreement * made 
between him and the Company in July 1765, was to have a fettled 
income, out of the revenues of the Bengal provinces, of conftderably 
more than fifty-three lacks of ficca rupees per annum. Within two or 
three months afterwards, in confequence of the penetrating infpe&ions 
that had been made by Lord Cuvp and Mr. Sykes, it was reduced 
to lefs than forty-two lacks *j* : but he died fuddenly on the 8th May 
1766, within fifteen months after his exaltation to the Mufnud. 

The allowance to his brother and fucceflor Meer Kaneyah, alias Seyf 
al Dowlah, a youth of about fifteen years old, was reduced to thirty-fix 
lacks, which however he did not long enjoy, having, on the 10th of 
March 1 770, alfb died fuddenly. 

His youngeft brother Mobareck al Dowlah, a youth of about thirteen 
years of age, was the next Nab6b. His allowance upon his acceffion to 
this nominal Government was fettled by the Company’s fervants in 
Bengal, at thirty-two lacks a year but it was leflened, in the fame year 
1770, to fixteen lacks by the Court of Directors j who at the fame time 
alfo reduced the income of the minifter Mahomed Reza Khawn, from 
nine to five lacks per annum. 

Our prefent Nab6b Mobdreck al Dowlah, though a child, has already 
been furnifhed with a feraglio, which will fcarce contribute to promote 
a long life : but when, or how Mobareck may die, we pretend not to 
forefee. However, as he is the only remaining fon of Meer Jaffier, and 
confidering the late fatality among Nabobs, it is reafonable to imagine 
the race of them in Bengal is very nearly at an end. It is probable 
our prefent young Nabdb may prove the loft of his family, and he may 
likewife wind up the bottom of this office, with refpeft to the human 
race. Whenever he dies, in any way, perhaps one of the fta$e- 
elephants may be thought no improper fuccefifor, that being an animal 
of great fhew, very long-lived, equally $ traftable , and not fo expen- 
live to maintain as the pageant parts 0/ the human race. 

• See Appendix, No. XXIII. p. 37. 

t See Loud Clive's Letter to the Court op Director*. Authentic Papers 
concerning India Appairs, page 47. And.Svxt*’« Litter to the Seuct Committer 
E Calcutta. Apptndix, N® XXXIX. p. 139, Me. 

t See Svjcii’j Letter to the Select Committee. Attend )*, page <38. 
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CHAP. VI. 

REMARKS on thf. foregoing CHAPTERS. 


M ANY intelligent gentlemen in England, who arc unacquainted 
with the affairs of India, when they hear the Grand Mogul or 
the Naht'h of Bengal mentioned, imagine them to be independent 
Princes, potleff d of territories in their own right, and either ruling 
their fuhjedls by their own will, or by the cftablilhed laws of India. 
The foregoing chapters, we hope, will let thofc matters in a true light, 
and convince the impartial reader, that nothing can be more dillant 
from truth at prefent than the idea of Inch independency. I lie Nabobs 
of Bengal are no other than the tools ot the Engliih haft India Com- 
pany and their Reprefentatives in Alia, through whom not only the na- 
tives, but even Rnglilhmen, in thofe remote parts, arc expofed to every 
i'l'ccics of op predion ; for fo grievous is the prefent fituation ot Britiih 
Objects in thofe countries, that it is in faeff now eafily in the power of 
the Governor of Bengal, whenever he plcafes, to deprive any one of lb 
much of his property as lies within the Nabob's dominions, or even of 
his life, Ihould lie trull himfelf there, without its being poffible for 
jullicc to be procured agninlt fuch offenders by any laws now in being 
there, or even here, according to the prefent Rate of things and con- 
(litution of the Company. Every lubfequent chapter will ferve more 
to convince the reader of the truth of thefe aflertions. 

The only land which the Engliih Eaft India Company ever legally 
held by a regular grant from a real Mogul, was what the B-mpcrqr 
Eurrukhfeer granted them in the year 1717, which was not quite fif- 
teen acres, wherever they ellablilhcd their factories, as will be (hewn 
in the following chapter. And from all the concurrent tellimonies pro- 
ducal in our fourth and filth chapters concerning the Dewannec and 
the Nabob, to which teftimunies even the Right Honourable Lore! Clive 
biinielf has contributed, it appears clearly, that, according to the injhtu - 
tvvis of the empire , the Nabob, Nazim, or Subahdar ot Bengal, or in- 
deed of any other part of Hindoftan, had no power over the revenues, 
he being liable to be called upon for the whole amount of them, after 
being paid the neceffary cx pences of the Nizamut. 

The Nabob therefore could have no right to difpofe of the revenues, 
much Ids to bellow the rank of nobility by creating Omrahs of the 
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empire ; to alienate lands, or grant away to another perfon, by a for- 
mal and public ad, any part of a jaguccr which he might himfelf have 
held only conditionally, in appearance, from the Emperor, as a Ja-^ 
gueerdarj which being all imperial ads, could only be done by an' 
Emperor eftablilhed on the throne of Dehly, and fuch an one there has ; 
not been for many years pall ; confcqucntly all the terfUrcs of fuch ter- < 
ritories and revenues as have been taken by the Englilh Company, be- 
yond what were granted them in 1717 by Furrukhlcer, arc not leg-ally 
valid, according to the conjhtution of the Mogul empire , but pofteffions 
acquired and held either by violence or ufurpation. 

To fuppofe the cxiftcncc of the old eflahlilhed laws and actual form 
of government of the Mogul empire, and to argue therefiom, is highly 
ablurd in Ipcaking of the prefent (late of affairs, when no luch laws or 
empire exift. In all the publications therefore which have lately been 
made of thofc matters, we meet with numberlcfs abfurdities and con- 
tradidions j the parties themfclves having made the conflitution of the 
Mogul empire appear juft what they pleafed, by reprefenting things in 
luch lights as bell; lerved to promote their own temporary intcrclls. 

Thus in the memorial from the Court of Diredots of the Englilh 
Company to the King’s Moll Excellent Majcfty, on the fubjed of com- 
plaints from the Dutch Eafl India Company, dated the 3d February 
1 762, the Dircdors by very ingenious arguments endeavour to con- 
duce their Sovereign, that the' Nabob of Bengal was de fablo* whatever 
lie might be de jure, a * fovereign prince, and the Mogul nobody ; be- 
< ante at that time it was requilite for their purpofe that Jaflier Ally 
Khawii, our Company’s full Nabob, lhould appear independent. The 
Right Honourable Lord Clive at that time fupported the fame dodrine, 
hccaufc, in gratitude for his having fccurcd to that officer the Nabob- 
fliip of Bengal, that Nabob had made his Lordfhip an Omrah , and by 
appointing him a Jagucer, made him a Jaguecrddr, or Lord of the 
Company s lands, “ re ho icere thereby freed from all dependence , except on 
his Lordjhtp But when it becomes neceilary to affume the 

Dewanncc, as we have juft fecn, then our Nabob is nobody ; and 
Shah Allum illuch his Royal Firmauns with all Imperial authority. 

The lad is, that none of thefe revolutions or pretended grants can be 
fupported upon principles of jullice. In all the traniadions vve have 
taken notice ol, there was no right but that of the longeft fword, nor 
any law except the will of the conquerors ; who could, upon all fuch 

See A Deeence, &o. printed for J. Brothcrton, in Cornhill, 1762, page 22. 
t See Lord Ciivt’s Letter, to the Proprietors, printed for J. Nourfe, 1764, 
pages 34 to 36. r J , > / t> 
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occafions, have taken for themfetves, or given to the Company what 
they plcafed, having no check but their own confciences, or lcldom any 
rule but that of convenience. 

The Black Nabobs had the fame reafon for appearing to hold their. 
Nabdbfhips by virtue of Imperial Sunnuds, as tne Englilh Company 
had for pretending to hold tneir firft lands by grants from the Nab6b» 
and their fubfequent Dewannee from the Mogul, though they fliould be 
under the necefiity for each purpofe refpedively to create their own 
Nabfibs or Emperors ; viz. tne having fomething often fible to fcitcn 
their ufurpation, in cafe their pretended right fhould be difputed by any 
other power ; but as the fword alone would decide the point in India,, 
this cloak feems to have been chiefly calculated for fervice in our nor- 
thern climates. 

/ Perhaps Lord Clive had this idea principally in view, as a farther fe~ 
curity for his Jagueer, when on his laft trip to Bengal he changed the 
ftate of the Company’s affairs fo fpeedily, by altering all the treaties 
then fubfifting, exalting the Prince Ally Gohftr, and introducing the 
Company as deriving every thing immediately from this our new- 
created Emperor, by the manoeuvre of the Dewannee. In the then 
ftate of the Company’s affairs, it was poflible that the litigation refped- 
ing his ja|ucer might be revived, or that even Government might inter- 
fere therein j and his Lordfhip well knew that he could fcarce have 
continued in the enjoyment of it, if the Company had been averfe to 
his fo doing ; much lefs could he ever have obtained fatisfadion from 
the laws or courts of Hindojlan, to which, in the opinions of the ableft 
lawyers here, the point muft at laft have been referred for decifion. 
Every ftep, therefore, tending farther to eftablifh the authority of this, 
unfortunate Prince, as Emperor, and to make the Company appear to 
holH all they poflefled under that authority which was alfo made to 
confirm his Lordfhip’s Jagueer, was adding weight to his own claim ; 
and the additional allowance of twenty-fix lacks per annum, which his 
Lordfhip provided for this our Emperor, was binding him by intereft 
to his Lordfhi'p’s fide. 

It is fcarce poflible otherwife to account for this extraordinary and 
bold ftep of his Lordfhip, in afluming the Dewannee j which, as wb 
have fhewn in our fourth chapter, had been fo pofitively rejeded by the 
Company in March 17635 for it was a ftep that was highly incom- 
patible with the Company’s engagements then fubfifting with the Na- 
bdb, and injurious to that family from whom both the Company and 
his Lordfhip had derived the greateft benefits 5 nay, and which could 
not fail of laying open and expoiing the affairs of the Company to thofe 
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national inquiries which followed ; while in fail they had not in Ben- 
gal the appearance of receiving immediately any real advantage from 
the change. That the reader may perceive more clearly the troth of 
this laft alfertion, we will lay before him a Ihort view of the advantages 
gained by the Company upon the treaties fubfifting when Lord Clive' 
and his Committee arrived in Calcutta, compared with thofe made by 
them upon their afluming of the Dewannee. 

In order to form a right judgment of this comparifon, the reader 
muft be firlt informed of the true value of the Zeminddry of the late 
Rajah Bulwant Sing. At the capital city of Banaras, the judicious 
Governor Vanfittart and his Council had, towards the end of the year 
1 764, eftablilhed a factory confifting of a Chief and Council, for the 
collection of the revenues of that Zeminddry, which was likewife more 
advantageoufly lituated for extending and increafmg the fales of broad- 
cloth and other ftaple articles imported by the Company, than any other 
faClory they poflefled. His Lordihip and the Secret Committee (who 
appeared on this as well as- on many other occafions, to have brought 
from England all knowledge of the Rate India was in on their arrival) 
upon relinquilhing this Zeminddry, rcfolved alfo to withdraw the fac- 
tory j and without duly confulting the fervants of the Company em- 
ployed in that department, were pleafed to fix the revenues of the 
country for the lalt year they refolved the Company ihould hold it, end- 
ing the 27th November 1765, at twenty lacks of rupees. But it is well 
known that the Rajah, who died about two years ago, collected near 
four times that fum. His brother, the late Sirnaam Sing, was actually 
on the point of making propofals to the Company for giving them forty- 
five lacks per annum for that Zeminddry, about the time in which this 
country was given up by his Lordihip. In a very Ihort time the Com- 
pany therefore might with the greateft propriety, after making every 
equitable allowance to the Zemindar, have collected fifty lacks ; and 
upon his demife, by keeping the lands in their own hands, upon the 
footing of the Calcutta Pergonnahs, there is not the lead doubt to be 
entertained of their having foon yielded eighty lacks, or one million . " 
iterling per annum. 


Upon 
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Upon the treaties fubfifting in Governor Spencer *6 time, Fe- 
bruary 1755 (See the Appendix, N* XIV. and XV. pages 2r, 
22, &c. 


- Sicta Rupees. , PouniU Sterling. 

T he acceliion of five lacks of Sicca rupees 

per month in confederation of the Com- 
pany’s military expences, is, per annum 6,000,000 
The revenues of Burdwan, Midnipore, and 
Chittigong, (exclufive of Calcutta and 
the 24 Pergunnahs) agreeably to an efti- 
mate of Lord Clive’s - 5,000,000 

The revenues of Ghazipore, Bandas, &c. 
diftri&s of the Zeminddry of Bulwant 
Sing, which for the reafons before given 
may with great moderation be eftimated 
«t - * - - - * 4,500,000 


15,500,000 

2 S' 6dt each ■» • + • «* • ^*943i75 l ® 

Upon Loro Cuvb's Treaties in Auguft 1765, (fee * 
the Appendix, N- XVII. XVIII. XXII. and XXIII. 
pages 47, 49, %6 and 37.) 


Hit L&rdftup hitnielf * eftimated, that the 
whole revenues of the Company’s pro- 
vinces in Bengal, Bahai 1 and OrilTa, (ex- 
clufive of Calcutta and the 24 Pergun- 
nahs) would amount to 

From which mail he deducted. 

The annual ftipend provided by 
his Lord (hip for tot Emp&cr 
Shah Allum - - 1,600,00c 1 

The annual allowance to the 
Nab6b of Bengal, which 
though afterwards reduced, 
was firft fixed at - 5,386,131 


Or, at 2$. 6d, each 


Sicca Rup«<s. 


35 » 000,000 


7,986,131 

17,013,869 


See Authentic Papers, page a6. 
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The difference in favour of Lord Clive’s treaties, according to this 
eftimate, which comprehends every article of a permanent nature, is 
only one hundred ana eighty-two thou&nd nine-hundred and eighty- 
three pounds fterling per annum, even admitting that, agreeably to his 
Lordihip’s eftimate, 250 lacks had been edualty collected ; which wo 
believe, from a variety of caufes, has not been the cafe in any one year 
from his Lordfhip’s eftablifhment to this day. It is true, that the Na- 
bob, Sujah al Dov.'.ah, upon his being reltored to his country, paid" 
the Company fifty lacks of rupees, agreeably to the fixti) article of the 
treaty, as an indemnification for their charges in the war. But this 
being only a temporary advantage, againft which mud be alfo placed- 
the extraordinary charge of that campaign, it cannot with propriety be 
included in our eftimate among the articles of a permanent annual re- , 
venue. , 

If then we place againft the before-mentioned 1 82,983 1 . the 400,0001. 
now paid annually to Government, and the additional improvements- 
which might have been moil reafonably expe&ed from Bulwant Sing’s , 
Zemindiry, it muft be allowed that his Lordihip’s alterations, upon ajf- 
fuming the Dewannee, have been no way for the intereft of the Com- 
pany, even without bringing to account the amazing increafe in the 
charges of the civil and military eftablifhments, which nas been another 
ill conlcquence, to the almoft entire ablorption of the revenues. 

Even the Court of Eaft India Dire&ors feem to have been foon fen-* 
fible of this greatly-increaiing charge, by their letter to the Sclcft Com- 
mittee at Bengal, dated the 16th March 1768; wherein, after eftimat- 
ing what the various articles of increafe in their military and other 
charges would amount to, exclusive of what might be paid to the Ma- 
rahtahs, if their treaty with that nation ihould come to a conclufion,thcy 
thus proceed, in the 140th paragraph. '** When thefe calculations are' 
“ made, you will find we already approach the utmoji limits of lohot 
“ expence can be afforded from the revenues : and ihould there be occa- 
“ lion for any military operations, it will be found we have not altered 
“ our fituation much to our advantage; but have only exchanged a certain* 
“ P™ft in commerce for a precarious one in Revenue." 


CHAP. 
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, CHAP. VII. 

On the MOGUL’S FIRMAUNS, the Passports called DUS*. 
TUCKS, and the early POSSESSIONS of the ENGLISH 
in BENGAL. 

T HE Portugueze, who after the firft difcoveries of Vafco de Gama, 
in 1497, poflefled the greateft power and trade in India for near a 
century, uninterrupted by any European rival, had fettlcmcnts eftablilhed 
at Surat, and other places on the Malabar coaft 5 at Aniadavat in the King- 
dom of Guczrat j on the coaft of Coromandel and in Bengal, long before 
any Englitji trading vefiels vifited India. They were fo early, as about the 
year 1 534, in league with the King of Bengal, then independent of the 
court of Dehly, whom they afiifted with a large force from Goa againft 
the Patan, Sherc Khawn. Their principal fettlements in Bengal at firft were 
Porto Grande, which wc now call Chittigong, and near Hoogly, Porto 
Pequeno, where, or thereabouts, they ftill preferve their pre/ent lettlement 
of Bandell : which fettlcment at Hoogly was afterwards confirmed to them 
by the Emperor Shah Seleem, or Jehan Gueer, the grandfather of the fa- 
mous Aurengzebe, on condition of their prote&ing the Bay and Coaft of 
Bengal againft the incurfions of the Mugg pirates, which were at that time 
very frequent. 

Queen Elizabeth was the firft of Britifh Sovereigns who interefted tbem- 
felvcs in the voyages of the Englilh round the Cape, to the Eaft ; having, 
for the purpofe of eftablifhing a trade in India and China, fent her royal 
letters, by the adventurers of thofe times, to feveral of the Emperors and 
Princes of thofe countries; particularly in the year 1583, by two merchants, 
named John Newbery and Ralph Fitch; and in the year 1596, by two 
others, named Richard Allot and Thomas Bromfield. 

Her Majefty’s letter, dated in February 1583, fent by Mr. John New- 
fccry to the Great Mogul, or Emperor Akbur, was as follows. 

“ Elizabeth, by the Grace of God, See. To the moft Invincible and moft' 
“ Mightie Prince, Lord Zelabdim Echebar, King of Cambaya, Invincible 
“'Emperor, 6cc. 

“ The great attention which our fubjeds have to vifit the moft diftant 
u places of the world, not without good will and intention to introduce 
“ the trade of merchandife of al nations whatloever they can, by which 
44 mcancs the mutual and friendly trafique of merchandife on both fides 

“ may 
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M may come, is the caufe that the bearer of this letter, John Newbery, 
“ jointly with thofe that be in his company, with a curteous and honeft 
“ boldneffe, do repaire to the borders and countrcys of your empire, wee 
“ doubt not but that your Imperial Majeftie, through your royal grace, will 
“ favourably and friendly accept him. And that ye would do it the rather 
“ for our fake, to make us greatly beholding to your Majeftie ; wee fhould 
“ more earncllly, and with more words, require it, if wee did think 
“ it needful. But by the Angular report that is of your Imperial Majeftie’* 
*« humanitie in thefe uttermoft parts of the world, wee arc greatly cafed of 
“ that burden, and therefore wee ufe the fewer and lefle words : onely we 
“ requeft, that bccaufe they are our fubjedls, they may be honeftly in- 
“ treated and received. And that in refped of the hard journey which they 
“ have undertaken to places fo far diftant, if would pleafe your Majeftie, 
“ with fome libertie and fecurity of votage to gratifie it, with fuch pri- 
“ vileges as to you Ihall feem good ; which curtifie, if your Imperial 
*• Majeftie ftial to our fubjedts at our requefts performe, wee, accord- 
“ ing to our royal honour, will recompence the fame with as many 
“ dcl'erts as we can. And herewith we bid your Imperial Majeftie to farc- 
“ vvel 

Mr Ralph Fitch, who writes the narrative recorded in Hackluyt, men- 
tions their having ftaid at the court of the Emperor Akbur, which was then 
held at Futtcbpore, until the 28th September 1585; but takes no notice 
of any privileges then obtained. 

The firft Engliftiman, as may be gathered from Furchas’s Colledlion, 
who obtained privileges from the Grand Mogul in favour of this na- 
tion, was a John Mildenhall J*. He fet out from London in the year 
1599, upon a voyage up the Streights; after which he proceeded ovec 
land from Aleppo, through Perfia, to the Mogul’s court at Agra, (but was 
a conliderable time on his journey, the reafons for which delay he gives 
no account of) where he arrived in 1603. He was, as well as his letters, 
very gracioufly received by the Emperor, to whom he prefented a 
Nuzzcr of twenty-nine fine horfes, and fome jewellery ; but met with 
great oppofition from the intrigues of the Jefuits, particularly the Ita- 
lians, oi whofe enmity he complains much ; and could do nothing for 
want of the language of the country. He therefore applied hard, and 
made himfelf fufficiently matter of the Perfian tongue, whereby he 

* Sec Richard Hackluyt’s Collection, the 2d volume, page 24.<. Printed, Lon- 
don, 1599. TJ * 

t See Purchas’s Pilgrims, ill Part of his ad Book, page 114, gnnt 1625. 

found; 



56 CONSIDERATIONS 

found meins to ingratiate himfelf with the Mogu], and at laft obtained 
Firmauns much to his fatisfadtion, artd which were faid to tend greatly 
to the profit and honour of this nation * but we are not furnfhed with 
the copies of thole Firmauns. 

During Mr. Mildenhall’s peregrination, that is, on the 30th Decem- 
ber in the year 1600, Queen Elizabeth had granted her firft: letters pa- 
tent to certain adventurers, for fifteen years, for the difeovery of the 
trade to the Eaft, by the name of The Governor and Company of Mer- 
chants of London trading into the Eaft: Indies ; whiyh moft probably 
prevented Mr. Mildenhall’s Firmauns from appearing. 

Mr. Thomas Bell *, who went out to India with the direction of two 
fhips in 16 1 1, carried letters likewife from King James, and prefents to 
the Great Mogul, Shah Seldom (afterwards called Noor al Deen Jehan- 
gucer) then at Agra. On the 21ft Odtober 1612, he fettled articles of 
trade with the Mogul Governor of AmadavAt and Surat, of which he 
afterwards received a confirmation from the Mogul, in a Firmatln, dated 
at Agra the 25th January 1613 ; whereby, among other things, it was 
ftipulatcd, “ That there fhould be a perpetual peace and free commerce 
* between the Mogul’s fubjedts and the Englifll in all parts of his do- 
“ minions ; that all Englifti goods fhould pay cullom after the rate of 
“ thiee and a half percent, upon the value or price they were worth 
“ when put into tne cuftom-houfc, and that it fhould be lawful for 
“ the King of England to keep and continue an ambaftador at the 
“ court of the Great Mogul, during the time of the faid peace and 
“ commerce ; there to compound and end all fuch great and weighty 
“ queftions as might anyway tend to a breach of the faid peace.” 

In the year 1 6 r 4, Sir Thomas Roe *j-, Knight, was appointed, and 
fent by his Majcfty, King James the Firft, as Ambaftador, with pre- 
fents, and a letter to the Grand Mogul, Shah Seleem, or Jehan-gucer, 
which letter the following is a copy. 

“ James, by the Grace of Almighty God, the Creator of heaven and 
“ earth, King of Great Britain, 6cc. &c. 

“ To the High and Mighty Monarch, the Great Mogul, King of the 
“ oriental Indies, of CandahAr, Cafhmcer, Khoraflaan, 6cc. Greeting. 

“ We have notice of your great favor towards us and our fubjedts, 
*' by your great Firmaun to all your captains of rivers, and .officers of 
“ your cuftoms, for the entertainment of our loving fubjedts, the Eng- 
“ lifti nation, with all kind refpedt, at what time foever they fliall 

* See Purchas’s Pilgrims, Book II. page 456, 8tc. 
f Ibid, page 535, &c. 

“ arrive 
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« arrive at any of the ports within your dominions, and that they may 
“ have quiet trade and commerce, without any kind of hindrance or 
“ moleftation, &c. as by the articles concluded by Sheik Suffee, Go- 
“ vernor of the Guzerats, in your name, with our loving fubjed Cap- 
“ tain Thomas Bell, appearcth : having thought it meet to lend unto 
“ you our ambaffador which may more fully, and at large, handle and 
“ treat of fuch matters as are fit to be conlidercd of, concerning that 
“ good and friendly correfpondcnce which is lb lately begun between 
“ us ; and which will without doubt redound to the honour and uti- 
“ lity of both nations. In which confideration, and for the furthering 
“ of fuch laudable commerce, we have made choice of Sir Thomas 
“ Roe, Knight, one of the principal gentlemen of our court, to whom 
“ we have given commiffion under our great feal of England, together 
“ with directions and inftrudions, further to treat ol fuch matters as 
“ may be for the continuance and increale of the utility and profit 
“ of each other’s fubjeds : to whom we pray you to give favor and 
“ credit in whatfoever he Ihull move and propound towards the efta- 
“ blilhing and enlarging of the fame. And lor confirmation of our good 
“ inclination and well-wilhing towards you, we pray you to accept in 
“ good part the prefent which our faid ambaffador will deliver unto 
“ you : and fo do commit you to the merciful protedion of Almighty 
“ God.” 

Sir Thomas Roe had his firlt audience at court, then kept at Azmecr, 
on the i oth January 1 6 1 6. He was very gracioufly received: and the 
anfvver which the Emperor Jchanguecr wrote to King James’s letter, as de- 
livered to Sir Thomas, was as follows. 

After the ufual preamble and compliments, “ Your letter, which 
“ you fent me in the behalf of your merchants, I have received, where- 
“ by I reft fatisfied in your tender love towards me ; and defire you 
“ not to take it ill, for not having writ unto you heretofore ; for this my 
“ prefent letter I fend to renew our loves, and herewith do certify you 
“ that I have fent forth my firmauns through all my countries to this 
“ effed, that if any Englilh Ihips or merchants lhall arrive in any of 
“ my ports, my people ihall permit and fuller them to do what they 
“ will freely in their merchandizing caufes, aiding and afiifting them 
“ in all occafions of injuries that Ihall be offered them, and that the 
4 ‘ leaft caufe of difcourtcly be not done unto them, as alfo that they be 
“ as free and freer than my own people. And as now and formerly I 
“ have received from you divers tokens of your love, fo I dclirc your 

[ II ] “ mindful- 
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“ mindfulnefs of me by fome noveltys from your country, as an argument 
“ of friendlhip between us : for fuch is the cuftom of Princes here* 

“ As for your merchants, I have given exprefs order through all my 
“ country to fuller them to fell, buy, tranfport, and carry away at 
“ their pleafurcs, without the let or hindrance of any perion whatfo- 
“ ever, all fuch goods and merchandize, or other things, as they {hall 
“ defire to buy : and let this my letter as fully fatisfy you in the defired 
“ peace and love, as if my own fon had been the meflenger to ratify 
“ the fame. And if any in my country, not fearing God, nor obey- 
“ ing their King, or any other, void of religion, Ibould endeavour, 
“ or be an inftrument to break this league of friendlhip, I would fend 
“ my fon, Sultan Khourm, a foldier approved in the wars, to cut him 
“ off, that no obftacle may hinder the continuance and encrcafing of our 
** afffe&ions." 

Such was the nature of the firmauns and the encouragement at firff 
granted to the Englilb, at the fpecial requeft of the Sovereigns of Eng- 
land, in favour of the whole nation. By permiffion of the Mogul go- 
vernment, the Englilh Company fettled their firft factory in Bengal, at 
Hoogly, where the Dutch had fettled about the year 16255 and the 
English fadors at Bengal were dependent upon the Company’s fettle- 
ment at Chinipatam, or Madrafs. Hoogly, which is now in ruins, 
was at this time a port of confiderable trade ; to which all foreigners 
in general reforted, as to the grand emporium for the pur chafe and lale of 
all commodities in Bengal : but no Europeans were then permitted to raife 
fortifications in Bengal, being juftly kept totally dependent upon that go- 
vernment, where they had procured themfeVvcs admittance for the avowed 
purpofe of trade only. 

As the trade encreafed from the indulgences granted to foreign fettlers, 
they were naturally objedts of jealoufy to the natives ; lo that caufes 
of difputes frequently arofe in many parts of the empire wherein the 
Europeans had eftabhfhed their fa&orres. The Engliihman frequently 
met with rebuffs that he could not reconcile to his notions of liberty, and 
the Mogul governors were as frequently disappointed in their expectations 
of Afiatic fervile obedience from Engliihmcn 5 fo that irregularity and dis- 
order were as often committed on one fide, as violence and opprclBon on 
the other. 

Such contorts were by no means favourable to the Company’s trade 5 
and they were unhappily carried to fuch lengths, particularly at the 
Company’s fettle ments on the Malabar coaft, that about the year 1685, 
the Company thought they had no alternative, but either to withdraw 
their trade, or refill by force the violences of the Nabobs} which were 

after- 
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afterwards ftot a little aggravated and exaggerated by their governor of 
Bombay. Having before them, from the tranfa&ions of the Portuguese, 
recent proofs of the very great advantages over die natives ot India, 
which were Jp be had from an European naval armament, and the re- 
gular dilcipline pf European infantry, the Company determined upon 
trying what they could efteft by force; and, having obtained permif- 
fion from King James the lid. they fitted out and fent one fleet to 
cruize off Surat, and to take, plunder and deftroy all Indian (hips and 
vcffels ; and another fleet with troops to Bengal, to ad vigoroufly in that 
quarter. 

The fleet on the Malabar coaft made imtnenfe booty at fea, from in- 
difcriminately plundering all Indian merchaiit-lhips, whilft the troops 
in Bengal, under the command of Mr. Job Clianock, the Company’s 
chief fador at Hoogly, experienced many changes of fortune. Sir John 
Child, the Company’s governor at Bombay, by his * imprudent conduct 

E prolonged the war until June 1690, which was fatal to the then Com- 
, having coil them above four hundred thoufand pounds fterling, 
e they could get rid of it, befides the forfeiture of their privileges, 
and tlie lofs of their credit with the Indians and the Mogul ; vvhofo 
governor of Surat, Sedce Yacoob, took Bombay, and imprifoned the 
Company’s fadtors, obliging them to pafs through tire flrects with irons a- 
bout their f necks. 

“ The bad fuccefs of this war obliged the Englifh to fue for peace and 
“ pardon from the then Emperor Aurengzebe ; for which purpofe they 
“ difpatched from Surat two of their fadtors to Delily, under the names 
“ of Englifli Ambafladors : one, Mr. George Weldon, who was firft in 
u commiflion, and Mr. Abraham Navaar, a Jew, who was fecond. 
“ They were brought to Aurengzebe’s prefence, after a new mode for 
“ ambafladors, their hands being tied by a fafli before them, and were 
“ obliged to proftrate themfelves. The King gave them a fevere repri- 
“ mand, and then alked their demands. They firft made a confcffion of 
“ their faults, and defired pardon j then, that their Firmaun, which was 

* Hamilton, Vol. lit, pages 18s to 229, in his account of the Eafl: Indies, where he 
commanded a vcflel in the coafting trade for many years* gives a fhocking account of the 
condu& of Mr. John Child, who was related to Sir Jofiah Child, then at the head of the 
Company’s affairs in England. This Mr, Child, appointed governor of Bombay about the 
year 1682, was fcon afterwards made general in India, and created aflaionct : for money (fays 
our author), which the Company knew how to apply to the nece/Titics of King Charlct . He 
is reprefenttd to have been guilty of c^vety fpecics of tyranny, oppreflion, injuftice and 
plunder, alike towards the natives of the country and his own fd low •fubjedh ; and to have 
involved the Company in this war, Whidh at Jaft ended as diJgracefully to himfclf as to tho 
Company and the Kingdom, 

f Account of the East Indies by AUxandtr Hamilton . 1727, See alfo Harris, 
Vol. I ft, pages 901, &c. ' ' 

[ H 2 ] t€ forfeited, 
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“ forfeited, Should be renewed, and that the Scdec and his army Ihould 
“ be ordered off the illand ot Bombay. 

“ Aurengzehc, who v\ r as a mild and wife prince, accepted of their fub- 
“ million, and pardoned their faults, on condition that Governor Child 
“ Ihould leave India in nine months, and never come back again: and the 
“ Firmaun was renewed, on condition that latisfa&ion fhbuld be given to 
“ his fubjeds on account of debts contracted, robberies committed, 
“ and Ioffes and damages made good.” 

Matters being thus iettled from the great lenity of the Mogul, the Com- 
pany’s agent in Bengal, Mr. Job Chanock, obtained leave for the Englifh 
to return to their factories. He did not choofe to return to Hoogly, and 
therefore fiift fettled at Ulbareea, a village fituated on a creek upon the 
weftern fide of the river, near forty miles below Hoogly ; but, finding this 
place inconvenient, he afterwards obtained leave from the Nabob to fettle 
his factory at Sootamitty, a village now comprehended in the diftriCts of 
the prefent town of Calcutta. 

Six years afterwards, that is, about the year 1696, fcveral of the here- 
ditary landholders, headed by the Rajah of Burdwan, declared themfelves 
independent of the Mogul’s governor or Nabob of Bengal ; and, having 
railed a conlidcrable force, they proceeded to the taking and plundering of 
Hoogly, the capital Murlhcdabad, and Ragemahl, before a ftop could be 
put to their rebellion. The Englilh, French and Dutch, with great pro- 
ielTums of attachment, declared in favour of the Nabob ; and availed them- 
felves of this confufion to fortify their lcttlcments, i^dcr the pretence of 
lelf-defence. Thus arofe ^the walls of the Dutch fort at Chinfurah, the 
French fort at Chandcrnagorc, and Fort William at the Englilh fettlemcnt 
of Calcutta. 

The Nabob who had been fent by the Mogul Aurcngzebe, to quell this 
rebellion, was Azim al Shawn, a man of a molt avaricious dilpofition ; 
which enabled the Englilh, by bribery, to obtain his confent for their 
purchasing of the Zemindars, or hereditary landholders, the Zemindary 
rights of the diltriCts round them, to the extent of about one mile and 
a half fquare ; by which they annexed the villages of Calcutta and Go- 
vindpore to their jurildiClion, the accuftomcd royalties being referved to the 
Nabob. 

The advantages which the natives found under this new effablifhed 
government, from the favour Shewn to the Englilh, and the great increafe 
ol trade alter the union of their two Companies, brought a great concourfe 
of people to the Englilh fettlcment ; the importance of which inereafed lb 
fall, that, in the year 1707, the Directors in England appointed Calcutta 
to be a Prelidcncy, independent of Madrafs. 
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Wc do not hear of any thing farther palling with the Court of Dehly 
refpeding die Firmauns of the Englilh, till the reign of the Emperor 
Furrukhfecr. The trade of the Englilh Company in .Bengal had, from 
the period of their fubmilfion to Aurengzebe, continued to grow daily 
more important; but it was not carried on without frequent interrup- 
tions from the officers of the Mogul government, which it was hardly 
poflible to avoid with a colony fo lituated. Being fenfiblc likewife of 
the precarious tenures of their eftablilhments in Bengal and clfcwherc, 
in the year 1715, the Company lent a deputation of two gentlemen to 
the Court of Dehly; one an Englillnmn, named John Surman, and 
the other a very conliderable Armenian merchant, named Cogee Scr- 
haud, to folicit redrefs for part, and lecurity againft future opprellions ; 
for an cxtenlion of their old, and for many new privileges; and parti- 
cularly for a linall fpot of ground to be allowed them wherever they 
fettled a fadlory. 

It was upon this deputation that the Englilh Eaft India Company ob- 
tained their Grand Firmaun, exempting them from paying any duties 
upon their trade within the Mogul’s dominions, on paying a Pefhcufh, 
or acknowledgment of ten thoufand rupees per annum. As this is the 
Firmaun by which they were governed, till they thcmfclves became the 
makers ol Nabobs and Moguls, and will lliew what parts of the peti- 
tions of our amball'adors were granted, wc give it intirc to our readers,, 
in the tranllation which Mr. James Frafer, a gentleman well acquainted, 
with the Perfian language, has made of it, and inlertcd in his Hitlory of 
Nader Shah, viz. 

‘ All governors, people in cilices, fee. who are at prefent, and Ihnll 
‘ be hereafter in the province of Ahmedabad, and in the fortunate 

* ports of Surat and Cadi bay, being in hopes of the royal favour, 

* Know, that at this time Mr. John Surman and Cogcc Serhaud, fao 
' tors to the Englilh, have reprefented, “ That culloms on Englilh 
“ goods all over the empire arc pardoned, except at the port of Surat ; 
“ and that at the faid port from the time of the late Emperor Shaliab 
“ al Dcen Shah Jehan, two per cent, was fettled as culloms ; from the 
“ *‘mc °f the late Emperor Mohy al Decn Mahomed Aurengzcbe Al- 
“ lumgueer, three and a half per cent, was appointed j and in other 
“ places none moleftcd them on this account ; and in the time of the 
“ Emperor Abul Mazuffer Bahadr Shah, two and a half per cent, was 

fettled, and is in force until now. By realbn of the opprellions of 
“ the government officers there, it is three years fincc they have with - 
“ drawn their factory. In the provinces of Balur and OrilTa this na- 
“ tion pays no culloms ; and in the port of Hoogly, in the province 

“ of 
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“ of Bengal, they ycaily give 3,000 rupees acknowledgment In lieu 
“ of culloms; they aie in hopes, that, according to the cuftom of other 
“ ports, in the jort of Surat likcwifc a yearly acknowledgment may 
“ he failed in lieu of cuftoms : they agree therefore to a yearly Pefticulb, 
“ or ecknowkdgmcnt of ten thoufand rupees.” 

‘ d lie older that fubjeds the world to obey it, and which mu ft he 
‘ ftuet.y followed, is illucd forth : that fince they agree to ten thoufand 
‘ inpees lklhculu at the port of Surat, take it yearly; and, bcftucs 
‘ th. .r, moleft them on no account. And what goods or efkds their 
‘ hktois biing or cariy away, by land or water, to and from the ports 
‘ ol the p.rrvinccs and other paits, looking upon them to be cuftom- 
‘ bee, kt them buy and fell at tr.cir pit aline. y\nd if, in any place, 

* any <d tk.ir efteds llioulil be Holcn, ule your utmuft endcavonts to 

* tecover litem, delivciing the jobbers to punillmicnt, and the goods 

* to the owner; and wherever they fettle a tael 01 v, or buy and lell 
‘ goods, be afi tiling to them on all juft occafrons; and whomfoever of 
‘ the merchants, Ac. they may have a juft demand on by accounts, 

* according to equity, give the Knglifh their due, and let no perfon 
1 injure their fudoi's. They have likcwifc humbly reprdented, “ That 

the Dcw.tns in the pi evinces may demand the original Sunnud, or 
“ a copy, with the Nazim or Dewan’s teal affixed, that to produce the 
“ ciiginal in every place is ineradicable ; they are therefore in hopes, 
“ tli.it a copy under the Kazy’s leal flrall be credited, and they not de- 
“ mand the original Sunnud, or moleft them on account of a copy, 
“ with the Nazim or Dewan’s le.,1. And in the illand of Bombay, be- 
“ longing to the Englilh, where I’ortugueze coins are current, that, 
“ according to tiic cuftom of Madrafs, coins may be ftruck : and that 
“ whoever of the Company’s lervants, being In debt, runs away, may 
4C be lent to the chief of the j'adory ; and that on account of the 
“ * I'owztlary, and ether forbidden articles (by which means the Com- 
“ pany’s ladors and lervants arc vexed and difeouraged) they be not 
“ moleftcd.” 

‘ The ltrid and high order is iflued forth, that a copy, under the 
‘ Ka/.y’s feal, be credited ; and that in the ifland of Bombay fortunate 
‘ coins, lWick accoiding to the cuftom of the empire, be current; and 
‘ wholocver of the Company’s lervants, being indebted, runs away, 

* let him be taken and delivered to the chief of the factory, and let 

* The Fcwzd.ir in all great cities is the magiflrate for licenfing of diforderly houfes, and 
the fales ot Ipnituom. liquois, and takes cognizance of riots, &c. on which account, by tho 
iiicgularitu s ol t he hngliJh Jailors, the Company’s lervants were fiecjuently expofed to diffi- 
culties. Ins ulicvcd tlicm from the Fowzdar’s juriidi&ion. 

* them 
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* them not be molefted on account of the foi bidden articles. They have 

* likewife reprefented, “ That in Bengal, Bahar and Orifia the Com- 
tl pany have factories, and that they are willing to fettle in other places. 

“ They are in hopes, that wherever they fettle forty * Bigas of ground 
“ may be gracioufly beftowed on them by the Emperor ; and that their 
u fhips fometimes, by reafon of tempefts, run afhore and are wrecked, and 
“ that the governors of the ports do, in an opprcfiive manner, feizc the 
“ goods, and in (bme places demand a quarter part,” ‘ the royal order 

* is ifiued forth, that they aft according to the cufloms of the ftftories 

‘ in other provinces in regard to this nation, who have factories in the - 
‘ Imperial ports and dealings at court, and have miraculoully obtained 

* aFirtmun, exempting them from cuftoms. Take care, in a juft 
' manner, of the goods of their fliips that are wrecked or have loft their 
‘ pallage; and in all affairs aift according to this great order, and 

* demand not a new grant yearly. In this be punctual. Written on 

* the 4th of Saffer, in the 5th year of this glorious reign.’ (The 6th 
January 1716-7.) 

Mr. Vanfittart, in his narrative of tranladions in Bengal, has given 
*f“ another transition of this Firrtiaun, which differs in many parti- 
cular, and even in date, from this of Mr. Fraier. Both thefe autho- 
rities are fogood that we do not know which to give the preference to: 
however, as they do not differ in any of the principal points, it is nccd- 
lcfs to Iwell this chapter with the other tranllation ; which die curious 
reader may confult in Mr. Vanfittart’s work. . . 

In order to certify to the ofiicers of the country governments, fla- 
ttened at the fcveral watch-houfi's and cuftom-houles in the country, 
what was the merchandize that was to pafs by virtue of the Firmatm 
duty-free, it was always cuftomary for the governor of Calcutta, and 
fomuimes the chiefs at fubordmate faiftories, to fign a fhort note in 
I'.ngiifh, with a more full 011c on the fame paper in Perlian, directed 
to all ofiicers of the government, in general terms, with an account of 
the goods, the place from whence they were going, and the market 
they were defined to : to which was affixed the Company’s broad feaf 
and this was called a Dustuck. While the Mogul government con- 
tinued in lull vigour, this Duftuck ought to have conduced the Emdifh 
goods, duty-hec, to tho utmoft confines of his dominions j but it foon be- 
came of no fervice out of the Bengal provinces ; that is, in other words,, 
it was minded only where the Englifh power could enforce it. By con- 

• About 1 5 acres : a Sega being about 16,003 fauare feet, 
t Vq 1 .I, page 9, 
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ftant ufrgc, and the u,nnivance of the Indian government, thefe Duf- 
tucks were always look. I upon as, of right, belonging to the covenanted 
iervants of the Company alio, for the carrying on of their own private 
trade. 

•Such were the privileges which the Englifh obtained by virtue of the 
Firmaun of the Emperor Furrukhfecr, which were intended to guard them 
in the transporting of their goods to and from their principal fettlcments, 
againft the impolitions of fuhordinatc governors of provinces. At the time 
thofe privileges were granted, and for fome years afterwards, the Indian 
government could fcarcc feel the lofs or inconvenience ariftng from this 
general exemption of the trade of the Englifh from the payment of 
thofe duties which the natives were fubjed to ; as, while no other un- 
due influence could be ufed, it only occafioncd a lofs in the duties upon 
the Englifh trade, which was then inconfidcrable, aniF had not been ex- 
tended but to a few articles. The goods alfo which the Englifh were 
then ufed to buy in the inland country pafl'ed through a variety of hands 
before they received them, fo that an induftrious and intelligent native, 
who went about his own bufinels at firft hand, could, even after paying 
duties, bring his goods down to market at the Englifh fettlement as 
cheap as thole the Englishman received with the dufluck ; as even the Ar- 
menians, many of them at lead, frequently did. But in fucceeding times, 
with the altered fittution of the country, and of the Company’s affairs, 
the abulc of this privilege became the occafion of the greateft hardlhips 
upon the natives; and the lame- has been of late years a principal caufe of 
the prefent diftrefled fituation of the affairs of Bengal, as will be flieivn in 
a following chapter. 


CHAP. VIII. 

ON the EARLY TRADE of EUROPEANS to INDIA, and in 
the INTERIOR PARTS of HINDUSTAN ; and on the pre- 
sent DIFFERENCE between the TRADE ok the ENGLISH 
COMPANY AND THAT of BRITISH INDIVIDUALS and OTHER 
NATIONS in BENGAL. 

T IIE European people that firft figured highly in India, as we have 
before ohferved, were the Portuguezc ; who were indebted for all 
their ancient profperity to the enterprifing genius and refolute perfe- 
verancc of one ol their princes, of whole exalted merits they appear to 

have 



ON INDIA AFFAIRS. 65 

infenfiblc $ his fame among them having never 
at^’Jtift ' .degree, proportionate to his extraordinary worth j 
extrava g a nt in their encomiums on others, whole 
pubiiei&crita comparatively infignificant. 

. ! «jllaa ;prii*<* Wi* Dom, or Don Henrique, fo named in honour of his 
unde, Henry IV. of England, fourth fon of John the Firft, King of Por- 
tugal, by his queen, Philippa, daughter of John of Ghent or Gaunt, 
Duke of Lancaftcr, fourth Ion of Edward the Third, King of England, 
Don Henrique was Duke of Vifcu, and, with his father and, two of his 
brothers, a Knight Companion of the Meft Noble Order of the Garter, 
He was by his genius direded to deep and ufcful ftudies, and prac- 
tically applied himfelf to the making of naval difeoveries. To him his 
country owes the acquifition, and Europe its firft knowledge of the 
Madeira and Azores Iflands; and the fucceflive dilcoveries he direded, 
had, before his death, extended far on the coaft of Guinea. 

His example and fuccefs induced the court and kingdom of Portugal 
to purfue thole honourable and ufcful undertakings, which were gra- 
dually extended to the Cape of Good Hope, firft known by the name of 
the . Cape of Storms ; and at length this Cape, after many fruitlels 
attempts made by other Commanders, was fuccefsfully doubled towards 
the end of the year 1 4 9 7 > by Valeo de Gama, who purfued his voyage 
afterwards to f Calicut on the coaft of Malabar ■, where, in piogrcflion, 
many other eftablilhmcnts were afterwards made. 

The more early fruits of thefe profperous adventures were, the acqui- 
sition of the ports of Angola, which loon made the Pprtugueze mailers 
of that kingdom j and likewifc the ifland of Mofambique, to the eaft- 
ward of the Cape } from which illand, for a long time, they carried on 
a very profitable trade with the inhabitants of the t oppofite coaft of 
Africa, for gold-duft , elephants teeth, cowries, &c. * 


* dos TortiKKUs. It was firft difeovered in the year 1487, by Bartholomew Dios, 

* 1 h « A / 7 ™*rn<m land wjts dilcovered by Columbus in 1492, fo that the Eaft and Weft Indies 
were difeovered very nearly together, 

J On the eaftern coaft of Africa, extending from the Cape of Good Hope northward to the 
,k * re f * vcr *l ; ? ood harbours » Particularly thofe of Sofala and MeJinds. It is well known, 
that the country of A.onomotapa, on the lhore of which Sofala is fituated, has in it mv rich gold 
mines, and abundance of elephants ; but by being fituated to the eaftward of the Cspi of (rood 
Hope, the coaft is within the mjttdicioufly extenfive limits of thofe regions to^fclctfour India. 

C V',' “ «“« ,i * h * ' 't" e ■ r h ° r k ' “■» ,? 

TfSl foJfc. '? ,hi ’ “““y. wbicfcmight be m«l. 

a truittul fource of commerce, the India Company’s exclufive right of trade hat nude them like 
e eg m the manger, prevent others from obtaining an advantage, of which thee will not avail 
themfeives ; which furely is an objefl deferving of national confiderarion. ^ 
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The navigation to India being thus opened by the Portugueze, it would 
probably foon have introduced many rivals to them in thofe feas, 'had 
not the difeovery of America fo fpeedily followed it ; the nearer fitua- 
tion of which country, and the fudden enriching of Spain, by the great 
importations which (lie made of filver from thence, induced other na- 
tions * to prefer making expeditions to that quarter of the globe, and par- 
ticularly the Englifb, who were early and fuccefsful in their American dif- 
coveries. 

Portugal therefore was a long time unrivalled in her Afiatic commerce : 
and in however rafii and weak a manner Hie conducted her affairs in 
India, from vain-glory, bigotry, and religious pcrfecution, yet (lie became 
gradually enriched by it to an amazing degree. This profperity of Por- 
tugal continued to the time of the failure of the male branches of her 
royal family, of which misfortune Philip the Second of Spain availed 
himfelf for pretences to take pofleffion of that kingdom 5 whofe views af- 
terwards with regard to America, and whofe frequent embroils with o- 
ther powers, as well as with his own Netherland fubje&s, made him (b 
inattentive to other purfuits, as to furnifh from his own conduct and the 
example which he gave to his fucceffors, opportunities to the Dutch, 
when they had cart off the Spanifh yoke, for eftablifhing their own power, 
by means that greatly injured the Portugueze fettlemcnts in. Afia, Africa 
and America. 

To the ftrong jealoufy which Spain entertained of the Portugueze, 
and of courfe her difregard to their intereft ; to her embroils with the 
reft of Europe, and to her predilection for American purfuits, the 
Dutch were principally indebted for thofe opportunities which they had 
the fkill fully to avail themfelves of, for eftablifhing their intereft and 
power in Afia ; which till lately, particularly from their monopoly of 
the fpice- trade, had been long (uperior in India to that of all the other 
powers of Europe ; and which yet is, and probably will continue, on a very 
formidable footing. 

In the firft age of the Portugueze power in India, their merchants 
ufed to trade inland to the moft interior parts of Hindoftan j fuch 
as Agra, Azmecr, Burrampore, Lnhorre, and down the river Indus, to 
Tatta and Ainadavdt •, and, according to Ca;far Frederick’s account, about 

# The fituations of the times were alfo obftru&iveof fuch proceedings. The reformations in re- 
ligion were then taking place in feveral parts of Europe, which. introduced religious pcrfecution, 
and cauiul many mteltine broils. The royal 1’ucceiJion was likewife growing to an end in Por- 
tugal, and was alfo endangered both in England and France. Spain was moreover an objeft of 
general je.iluuly, and had provoked revolts in fome of her dependent provinces; and indeed the 
general peace of Europe was, in thofe times, by no nuans on a fecure footing. 


tht 
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the year 1563, they ufed to lend thirty or thirty-five (hips from Bengal *, 
loaded with rice, cloth, lacks, lugar, long pepper, wood oil and other com- 
modities to the Malabar Coafl every year. 

In thofe times every poflible encouragement was given by the Mogids to 
merchants of all nations, who, very contrary to the prefent impolitic condud 
cf the Englilh Eaft India Company, were allowed free ingrefs and egret's 
for their traffic to and from Bengal, by land and by water ; infomuch that 
large caravans over land were uled to come from the moft diflant parts, 
even from, Mulcovy, as well as large fleets of boats down the rivers -f* 
Jumna and Ganges, for the purpofes of trade, into Bengal and the adjacent 
provinces. 

The Portugueze, from too bigotted a zeal for religion, as, well as the 
delire of getting money too fad, had heen guilty of juch oppreiTions to- 
wards the natives as ferved effectually to root an antipathy towards Euro- 
peans in their hearts. This contributed as much as any thing to the 
ruin of their affairs in India, which was alfo not a little haftened by the 
rivalfliip of the Englilli, as well as the Dutch, after the year 1600. 
From the time of their firfl acquiring power in India, the Portugueze 
had enthufiaflically demolifhed the Idols | of the Gentoos, and by per- 
lecutions endeavoured to aholifli their cuftoms, nay, and even to force 
them to the profeflion of the Chriftnm religion, which could not but be 
definitive of all commercial intcrcourfe : and, accordingly, as foon as 
the natives found ptote&ion and toleration in any new-ellabliflicd Eu- 
ropean lcttlcments, all the trade in the neighbouring Portugueze ports fpcedily 
dwindled away to nothing. 

The trade of England, diredly with India, was hardly heard of till 
towards the latter end of the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; who in the 
year 1600, granted her firfl charter, or letters patent to certain ad- 
venturers of this country, for fifteen years, which Ihe precautionarily 
made revocable at pleafure/ on two years notice being given under the 


* See Hackiuyt’s Collection, Vol. I. page 230. In the original, it i ■. fail from Salagati ^ 
which word has puzzled all our old geographers, for want of a more intimate knowledge of the 
divifions of Bengal. Satagan, as mentioned byC.efar Frederick, means a diftridt compofed of 
feveral of the pergunnahs lubordinatc to Hoogly, of which the accounts were kept in the King’s 
books under the titleof Sircdr Sautgaum,and by which that part of the country wasgcnerally known. 

t Ibid. Page 152 to 257. Mr. Ralph Fitch, one of Queen Elizabeth’s ambafladors to the Km- 

P£T. or ^bur, lays, that in the year 1 585, when he went fiom Agra to Satagan, or Bengal, he fet 
oft in the company of many merchants, with a fleet of 180 boats, down the Jumna, loaded with 
fait, (meaning a fpecies of rock falc called Sambuli ) ophium, hing, carpets and other commodities. 

$ In the life of Dom Joam de Caftro, a nobleman ofhigh Character, whodied Viceroy of In. 
dia (publifhed at Paris 1759) there is alerter, dated the 8th March 1546, from John Ilf, Kin<> 
-ru °/n U *’" t0 Viceroy , full of the moft rigorous inftrudtions for the extirpation of Idolatry] 
The Uentoos about Goa are to this day obliged to go feveral leagues from the city, whenever 
they perform any of their religious ceremonies. 

[ I 2 ] privy 
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privy leal. We know the transitions of that Company could never 
have been very important •, and fuch even as they proved, there ap- 
peared to have been an effeitual end put to them by the troubles of 
fuccecding times. A new Company was however eftabliflied in the 
reign of Charles the Second ; to which the acquifition of Bombay, as 
part of the dowry of Queen Catherine, mud have been not a little im- 
portant. Yet this trade, during the reigns of Charles and James the 
Second, could never have been intended for other than a very limited 
profecution, as the Companies were circumfcribed to fix good thips and 
lix pinnaces to be employed therein *. So that either the utility of the 
trade mud have been drongly fufpeded, or there were fome fecret 
motives for fettering in fuch manner fo important an undertaking; 
which, if good in its nature, could not have been profecuted too far. 
But whatever were the motives for fuch a regulation, there appear no 
jational grounds for luppoling, that the trade was profecuted with any 
material degree of l'pirit during the reigns of Charles and James the Se- 
cond ; becaufe thofe who obtained the fird charter after the Revolution, 
which was granted by William and Mary, were fo languid in their 
meafurcs, as to give encouragement to an unchartered fet of adven- 
turers to eltablilh a new Company in defiance of the royal prerogative, 
and ,in oppoiition to a body of men, who were, or ought to have been, 
pofleffed of fuch knowledge, from experience, as would have given them 
material advantages over fuch rivals as probably were lets pra&ifed 
in the bufinefs. It is true, that an alteration in government might 

have occafioned an alteration in commercial matters ; and a languor in 
the proceedings of the fird Company might have principally induced 

the forming <5" another. All here contended for is, that the little fuccefs 
of preceding Companies, from what caufes foever it might happen, 
ferved rather to difcourage than animate a new one to fpirited under- 
takings ; therefore, till after the Revolution, there is reafon for fup- 

pofing the Eaft India trade of this country had been extremely infig- 

nificant. 

* It muy be thought (1 range, that the conftitution of England fhould be fo greatly (trained, if 
not v iolated, lor the fake of cllablifhing a commercial monopoly, and at the fame time, that there 
lhould be luch very limited degrees prelcribed to its operations. But Portugal in thofe days had 
recovered her independence', and India ftill continued to be a great objedt with her. One of the 
national bnbes to the marriage of Charles with the Infanta Catherine was the furrender of Bom- 
bay to this kingdom : and it is not improbable that Charles, who was always in want of money, 
had a lecrct priicnt given him to render the acquifitionof as little importance as pofiible; which 
he did by limiting the very trade of the Company, who had likewife paid him for granting t6 them 
his extlufive charur. And this may the more readily befufpedied, as in the reign of King Wil- 
burn, the glorious dilivcrcr ot this nation, he, his mimflry, and not a few of hi* parliament, were all 
i a*d to grant a new charter to an India Company, without any limitation whatever to their trade. 

However, 
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However, after the eredlon of a fecond Company, the Tpirit of rlval- 
fhip occafioned thereby muft have pufhed the profecution of that trade 
to the utmoft prudent degree 5 which might not be a little a flirted and 
encouraged by the very improving Rate of our colonies and commerce. 
This rival contention was continued till the 6th of Queen Anne ; when, 
by an ad of parliament, the two Companies were united : which United 
Company, by renewals of their charter, has exifted ever fince ; and, by a 
late extenfion of that which they poflefs at prefent, they arc likely to cxirt 
till the year 1783. 

It is certain, that fince the union of the two Companies, three commercial 
caufes have greatly contributed to the increafe of this trade} which are, 
firft, the immenfe improvement of our American, and of courfe African 
commerce, both of which have much augmented the confumption of In- 
dian commodities : fecondly, the great increafe of the callico-printing 
bufinefs in this kingdom, owibg to an extended foreign demand through a 
variety of channels ; and, thirdly, the almoft univerfal introdudion of the 
life of tea, not only in this kingdom, but likewife into its dependent do- 
minions. 

In the early periods of the Eaft India trade it appears, from various 
accounts in Purchas's Colledion, that the Englirti, as well as all other 
European adventurers, ufed to trade freely inland, under the protec- 
tion of the Mogul government ; tranfporting their goods in the • car- 
riages of the country, called Hackeries, to the moft interior parts of 
HindoftSn, where they carried on a confiderable trade in many articles, 
particularly indigo, which ufed to anfwer very well before the culti- 
vation of that plant in America. But upon the confufion introduced 
after the fubverfion and difmembering of the empire, the lecurity of 
merchants became extremely precarious ; who were made fubjed, as 
we find, to very great impofitions in the different provinces, or Nabob- 
fhips, through which they paffed. This indeed was fo much the fad, 
that both Companies, while they continued feparate, often experienced 
great inconveniencies from their agents going into the interior parts of 
the country to do their bufinefs ; where they were frequently made to 
pay confiderable films to the Mogul Governors, or Nab6bs, for their 
releafements ; for accommodations of difputes, or for reparation of in- 
juries, fometimes real, but perhaps much oftener pretended. There- 
fore, after the uniting of the two Companies, when their artairs became 
reduced to a more regular lyftem, it was made a general rule, not to 
permit any who were in their feivice, or under their jurifdidion, to 
go far into the inland country, without leave full obtained from the 
Governor and Council of the place at which they refided. There had 

been} 
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been, however, at all times, many perfons who refilled and traded in dif- 
ferent parts of the inland country, who were fubjedt to their refpe&ive laws : 
but being acquainted with the Indian languages and cuftoms, they either 
took care to keep themlclves out of lcrapes with the natives, or having got 
into them, extricated themfclves therefrom in the beft manner they could, 
from knowing they had no kind of claim to the interference of thofe who 
sided for the Company. Such reftridions on travelling as have been men- 
tioned were certainly necefiary and prudent, with regard to the fervants of, 
and dependents on the Company, while the country continued in fo un- 
fettlcd a date j but there can be no longer need of them now, at lead in 
thofe countries which are under the immediate power of the Englilh So- 
vereign-company. Yet it will be diown in fubfequent chapters, in what 
degrees the Company and their repreicntatives, in later times, have availed 
thcinfclves of that obfolctc redridion, to promote their own pernicious 
monopolies of the inland trade, and for the favouring of partial private 
views. 

The whole trade of the English Ead-India Company in Bengal confids in 
the tales of broad-cloth, perpets, copiper, iron, lead, and a few other commo- 
dities lroin Europe ■, and in the purdiafe of piece-goods, iilk, drugs, faltpetrc, 
and other articles for the cargoes of their returning Blips. The Dutch, betides 
their European imports and exports, carry on a confiderablc trade, on their 
Company’s account, from port to port in India, particularly in Japan copper, 
tin, camphire, benjamin, tuthenaigue, fugar, fpices, china-ware, arrack, &c. 
but the only trade of this kind carried on tor account of the Englilh Company, 
is a little ophium fometimes, from Bengal to Bencoolen, about 600 bales 
of cotton on a fliip now and then from Bombay or Surat, as tonnage offers, 
and a little pepper from Bencoolen to China : all of which is very inconfider- 
able. 

All the goods imported by the Englilh Company into Bengal are fold at 
dated periods by public audtion, or, as it is termed in India, at Outcry : and 
upon the fates, a dileount of nine, fix, or three per cent, is allowed, according 
as the purchaser clears out his goods within the limited time. To theft* outcrys 
all perfons, without diftinttion, are invited by the allowance of a duftuck for 
i'uch goods as they tliere purchafe, which is given by the Governor upon their 
clearing them out. 

The provifion of the invedment *, for the cargoes of the fhips re- 
turning to Europe, is made from ready money advances in the inland 
countries, partly under the direction of the Chiefs and Refidents at the 
Company’s fubordinate factories of Chittigong, Luckypore, Dacca, 

* By invefiment ii now underflow! the goods purchafcd at firft hand, from the weavers, or 
vunufolturm. 

Coffirabazar, 
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Coffim bazar, Maldah, Patna, Burdwlin, and Midnaporc, who fend black gonii- 
ftahs into the interior parts for that purpofe, and partly hy black gomdftahs at 
the other Aurungs, or manufacturing towns, under the direction of a member 
of the Board of Council at Calcutta, who fills the poft of export-warchoule- 
keeper. 

The foie lawful difference between the trade of the Englifh Company, and 
the trade of Englifh free merchants and free mariners, as it was ever underftood 
and pradiled in India during the independency of the Mogul government, was, 
that the Company’s goods, by virtue of the Mogul’s firmauh, confirmed after- 
wards by the ufurping Nabobs in their treaties with the Company, palled with 
their dufluck, duty-free, while thole of the free merchants and other tradeis 
were expofed to the payment of the duties eftablifhed by the country govern- 
ment. 

The Portugueze have, for a coniiderable time paft, fcarce carried on 
any regular trade at their fettlement of Bandcll. The Dutch, French, and 
Danes, the latter of whom at their iettlement of Scrampore obtained their 
lunnud from the Nabob Allaverdy Khawn about twenty years ago, likewife 
ought to pofl'cfs their privileges of trading in all articles without exception ; 
paying no duties on fuch goods as they import, but only two and one 
half per cent, at Hoogly upon what they export by fca, and conforming 
in all other articles of trade to the eftablifhed cuftoms of the empire. 
They likewife poftefs a fmall diftrid of land round each of their fettle- 
ments, and have been always ufed to give their refpedive duftucks alfo with 
their goods. 

The Armenians, who have ever been a great commercial body in 
Hindoftdn, have alfo long had confidcrable fettlements in Bengal, parti- 
cularly^ at Sydabad. Their commerce was likewife eftablifhed by the 
Mogul’s firtnaun, whereby the duties on the two principal articles of 
their trade, piece-goods and raw filk, were fixed at three and one half 
per 
the 
Eui 

tions of their trade. At prefent, fincc the Englifh Company have taken 
the fovereignty of the country into their own hands, they all trade un- 
der the appearance of the old forms, fubjed in all places within the 
Bengal provinces, out of the jurifdidion of their refpedive fettlements, 
to fuch regulations as the Englifh are pleafed to impofe on them *, 
through the nominal Nab6bs ; which regulations on many occafions 

* When the foreigners prove refractory, the Fowzdir of Hoogly is made to furround their 

h, r;,,Tr tr °T’ , ,“\ thc name ot th ‘ NM ’ t0 1,0 P ^eir Pavilions, and obilruit their 

bufinefs. I his has actually been frequently prartifed. 


cent. But after the fubveriion of the Mogul empire, and during 
reigns of the independent Nabdb-ufurpers, they, as well as the 
»pcans, were at times exoofed to great -imoofitions. and interrun- 


amount 
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amount to « total prohibition of their trade, being in general tempo- 
rary, contradictory, and wholly calculated for obftruCtion. 

The difference alfo between the lawful -trade of the Company’s fer- 
vants and that of English free merchants and other perfons refiding 
under the Company’s protection was, that the covenanted fervants of 
the Company, as hath been obferved in another place, were by con- 
nivance of the country government, and long eftablilhed ufage, in- 
dulged with duftucks for the carrying on of their trade duty-free, while 
the others, for want of that duftuck, were fubjeCtcd to the payment of 
the government duties. It is true, the inconveniencies and impofi- 
tions which the want of this duftuck expofed the European-free-traders 
to, were fuch as generally induced them to prefer contracting with the Com- 
pany’s fervants for the delivery of fuch goods as they wanted in Calcutta ; 
and it in fad amounted to an almoft total exclufion of them from the inland 
trade, from one place to another, which, when Bengal flourifhed, was gene- 
rally very beneficial. 

With refpeCt to the trade that was actually carried on within the Company’s 
principal fettlemcnts of Calcutta, Madrafs and Bombay, all were, or ought 
to have been upon an equal footing. 

Such was the fituation of trade before the Englifh Company made 
themielves the Sovereigns of Bengal : and this reprefentation is agreeable 
to the ideas of the former Courts of Directors in England •, who, in theic 
general letters to India down to the year 1757, and particularly in that 
year, gave their exprefs fentiments and directions upon this fubjeCt to- 
their different prefidencies, in this manner. “ That all perfons under 
“ the protection of the Company fhould have the liberty of refort ing 
“ to, and trading at all and any of the Company's fettlemcnts in the Eali 
“ Indies, and at all other places within the Company’s limits, in as full, 

“ true and extenfivc a manner as the reft of the Company’s fervants ; 

“ they paying the duties, according to the ulual and cyftomary methods 
“ and rates tftablilhcd at fuch places.” And about the fame time, in order 
to afeertain the rights of perfons refiding upon the weftern coaft of Su- 
matra, the Court of Directors were alfo pleafed to give their fentiments 
to their Prefident and Council at Bombay in the following words. “ All 
“ perfons refiding upon the weft coaft of Sumatra, who fhall refort to, 

“ or trade, either by themfclves or their agents, at Fort St. George, Fort 
“ William, or Bombay, and their refpeCtive dependencies, arc to buy 
“ and fell publicly or privately, as they themfclves fhall choofe ; deal- 
“ ing freely, and without reftraint with whomfoever they fhall think 
“ proper ; and if, contrary to this article, they fhall be oppreffed or 
“ injured by any perfon whatfoever, fuch perfon or perfons, let their * 

“ rank 
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M rank be what it may, will incur our higheft difpleafure, and (hall cer- 
“ tainly feel the weight of our refentment,” 

Thofe were the judicious orders given for the protection, of trade by 
former Courts of Directors : and by the reprefentation which has been 
juft given of the nature of the Englifh Company’s trade in India, the 
reader, who is a merchant, will eafily fee that upon a footing of fair trade, 
it muft be ever for the intereft of the Company, though not for that of 
their fervants, to encourage private traders of all nations, in India, for 
thefe obvious reafons ; that the more traders, the more purchafers of thd 
Company’s ftaple imports, the fales of which would be the more in* 
duftrioufly puihed in every corner of India $ and the more providers of 
goods at the manufacturing towns, the more the manufacturers would be 
encouraged, and upon a free inland trade, the more goods would come 
to market. But fince the F.nglifti Eaft India Company have become the 
Sovereigns, they and their fubftitutes have been cxcluiively the foie mer- 
chants of Bengal, and feem to have adopted fentiments as repugnant to 
the true fpirit of mercantile affairs, as could poflibly be conceived : nay 
they have of late even ventured to aflert, that they alone have a right 
to trade in India ; and in confequence of that abfurd opinion, they 
have di reded certain merchants, inhabitants of Calcutta,' not to trade } 
alledging, very nicely, that though they might have a legal right to re- 
fide at their fettlements, they could have no right to trade there $ which 
is the fame thing as telling a man he may have a right to live, but, 
no right to ufe the means of his profeflion for acquiring wherewithal 
to fupport life. 

It is true, that fuch reftridions have hever been laid but upon particular 
perfons whom the. Company defigned to opprefs and crufti. But how 
miferable and defpicahle muft that ftate of the government of the Com- 
pany's affairs be, wherein the general fyftem of juftice is ftopped or per- 
verted, for the fake of opprefling an individual ! 

It is true alfo, that this abfurd dodrine has never been maintained or en- 
forced till within thefe fix years part j fince which time every manoeuvre of 
thofe who govern the Englifh Eaft India concerns, and particularly in Afia, 
feems to have been calculated with a view to facilitate the monopolizing of 
the whole interior trade of Bengal. To effed this, inconceivable oppref- 
iions and hardships have been pradifed towards the poor manufadurers and 
workmen of the Country, who are, in fad, monopolized by the Company 
as fo many Haves. This fpecies of monopoly has occafioned frequent com- 
p amts from the agents of the French and Dutch Companies : the latter of 
whom, upon a late difputc, made propofals to the Englifh for a participa- 

l K ] tion 



r + CONSIDERATIONS 

tion of the weavers. As nothing can fhevv the Rate of the Company’s Sa- 
lami trade in Bengal better than the words of their Prefident and Council 1 
at Calcutta upon this very l'ubjedt, we will give them, as contained in part 
of the 62J paragraph of their General Letter to the Directors, dated the- 
14th September 1767, which were as follow. 

“ A participation of the weavers would be to throw off the tnajk, and- 
“ acknowledge ourfelves the fovereigns of the country. It would coun- 
“ tcraft, in the mod expreffive maimer, the prof efforts we make , the ap- 
“ pearances we neceffarily a fume, and the endeavours we ttfe of J'eeming to aft' 
“ from the NabSb's authority only. In a word, the dilproportion of hands 
“ neceffary to form their inveftment and yours would appear fo great, that 
“ we could not accept the propofals of participation, without confefiing all 
“ that policy requires Jhould be concealed .” 

Various and innumerable are the methods of oppreffing the poor 
weavers, which are daily prattifed by the Company’s agents and go- 
maftahs in the country ; fuch as by fines, impriionments, flaggings, 
lbrcing bonds from them, &c. by which the number of weavers in the 
country has been greatly decrcafed. The natural confequenccs whereof 
have been, the fcarcity, dcarnefs and debafement of the manufactures* 
as well as a great diminution of the revenues : and the provilion of the 
Company’s inveftment has thereby now become a monopoly, to the al- 
moft entire cxclufion of all others, excepting the lervants of the Com- 
pany higheft in ftation, who having the management of the inveftment, 
provide as much as their conlcicnces will let them for the Company, them- 
iclves and their favourites ; with excepting alfo the foreign Companies, 
who arc permitted to make feme fmall inveftments, to prevent clamours in 
Europe. 

As our 14th chapter particularly treats of the general modern trade in 
Bengal, and of the oppreflions and monopolies which have been the caufes 
of its prefent decline, wc ihall here refer our readers thereto, for what far- 
ther relates to fuch matters. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 

OF the COURTS of LAW eftablirtied by the CHARTER granted 
to the COMPANY j and of the Government, Police, and Ad- 
ministration of Justice in BENGAL. 

I N all countries the right adminiftration of jufticc is the foundation of 
national profperity j as, on the contrary, the grofs and partial abufes of 
it, will ever prove the lources of inevitable ruin. 

Defpotifm and arbitrary violences are not more pernicious to indivi- 
duals, than they arc unpropitious to trade, and hurtful in their confe- 
qucnces to a Hate. Without great pcrfonal fecurity, there will be no ex- 
traordinary exertions of induftry, nor indeed ftrong applications of any 
kind. Even fortunes will be confidered as hardly worth acquiring, if 
the pofl'efiion of them be rendered too precarious ; and Hill lefs will men 
be inclined to hazard fuch as they inherit, in commercial undertakings, 
if not protected by falutary and well-executed laws j becaufe pro- 
perty fo employed will be always in danger from the abufes of extreme 
power. 

Wherever the legiflative and executive powers are lodged in the fame 
hands, whether of one or more perfons, they, together, may be confidered 
to conrtitute complete defpotifm; becaufe there will exift the over- 
bearing power of making, altering, abrogating, interpreting, and executing 
laws at will. ° 

In a great degree, the Englifh Eaft India Company has been inverted 
with fuch powers, by the authority given them as a body- corporate, to 
make bye-laws for the regulation and management of their own con- 
cerns, although with the precautionary provifo, that fuch bye-laws 
(hall be agreeable to reafon, and not contrary or repugnant to the laws 
of the realm. This is a power which perhaps might be fafcly trurted, 
where its operations muft be within the immediate reach of the laws of 
the land, or even farther, if merely confined to commercial under- 
takings. But this high truft in the India Company, which is cxcr- 
cifed by their deputies, and even by the dependents on thofe deputies, 
from unforefeen events, has extended in the moft remote regions of the 
globe, to large, wealthy, and populous provinces, now appertaining 
to the fovereign and ftate of Great Biitain ; where the laws of this 
kingdom can afford little protection to thofe who go from hence to 
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India, and' none at all to the natives of thole countries ; who, neverthe- 
Jef$, are now the fubjedts of the ftate, and ought to be under the protec- 
tion of the fupreme legiflative power. This! high truft, which, at prefent, 
thus defeends to a fecond and even third delegation, and may be made 
productive of all kinds of injuries and oppreffions to many millions of 
people, is actually executed, at an imraenle diftance from the feat of 
government, by fuch perfons as ase too frequently moft interefted in 
the pradtice of oppreffions, and almoft every Ipecies Of injuftice and 
violence. 

In all national fettlements, Englilhmen live under the protection of 
the laws of their country ; of the full enjoyment of which right, there is 
no power in this kingdom which can conftitutionally deprive them. And 
accordingly the laws of England have exprefsly appointed, that juftice 
is to be adminiftred in the Company’s fettlements in India according 
to the Eoglilh laws, not only to the natives of this realm, but to 
foreigners who rclide there under the Company’s protection, and likewife 
to fuch of the natives of India as choofe. to appeal to them. Such is the 

fpirit of the laws made here with rcfpeCt to juftice in India ; but there 

have been furnithed, by certain unconftitufional powers given to the 
Company, that which has in practice fo corrupted, or perverted the letter 
of the law, as to render it little better than a convenient covering to a- 
bute. 

In England, the Sovereign appoints the judges, who are conftitu- 
tionally the expounders of the laws and prefiding magiftrates in the 

tribunals of diftributive juftice. But that they may continue entirely 

uninfluenced in the difeharge of their trufts, the Sovereign, who ap- 
points them, cannot difmifs them from their offices. This can only 
be done by an impeachment in parliament, on an exhibited charge of 
high crimes and mifdemcanours in their official capacities, on which 
they arc brought to trial at the bar of the Houfe of Peers : fo very 
guarded are the ftations of judges againft undue influence in this king- 
dom. 

Upon a reprefentation being made to the Crown by the Eaft India 
Company, that “ by a JlriSl and equal dijlribution of juftice within the 
“ factories and places belonging to them in the Eaft Indies, and other 
“ paits within their limits, from the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights 
“ of Magellan, they had very much encouraged, not only the fubjefls 
“ °J Cheat Britain, but likewife the fubiedts of other Princes, and the 
“ natives of the adjacent countries, to retort to and fettle in their feveral 
“ fadtories, for the better and more convenient carrying on of trade; 
“ by which means fome of the laid factories, and efpecially the faftories 

« aft 
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“ of Madrafs, Bombay, and Bengal, were become very populous : and 
“ upon the petition of the laid Company farther fuggefting, that the grant* 
V ing them fuch powers as might conduce to the punifhing of vice, ad- 
“ miniftring of juftice, for the trying and punching of capital and other 
“ criminal offences, and the better government of their laid fettlements 
“ abroad } would not only tend to the advancement of thofe good ends, 
** but alfo to the inoreafe of the national trade, and of his Majefty’s re- 
“ venues,” the two charters of juftice of the 24th Sept, in the 13th year of 
Geo. the 1ft. (1726) and of the 8th Jan. and 26th of Geo. the lid. 
( 1753) were, in purfuance of feveral ads of parliament pa (Ted for that 
purpole, granted to the Eaft India Company. 

It was upon a reprefentation from the Company, that it had been 
found, by experience, that there were fome defeds in the firft-men- 
tioned charter (of which notice will be taken hereafter) that the fur- 
render of it was accepted, and the fecond Charter granted them. 
The courts of juftice eftablifhed by the authority of the Britifh legifla- 
ture in the Company’s principal fettlements, efpccially in Bengal (of 
which we more particularly treat) as appears by the charter laft men- 
tioned, are the following. 

Firft, The Mayor's Court j being a Court of Record, confifting of a 
Mayor and Nine Aldermen, Seven of which Aldermen, together with the 1 
Mayor, muft be natural-born British fubjeds ; and the other Two Aider- 
men may be foreign proteftants, the fubjeds of any other Prince or State 
in amity with Great Britain which Court is appointed a body politic and 
corporate, to have perpetual fucceffion ; and, being perfons capable in 
law to fue and be fued, they, or any Three or more of them, (whereof 
the Mayor or Senior Alderman for the time being, then redding in the 
fettlement, to be One) are authorized to try, hear and determine all civil 
luits, adions and pleas, between party and party, that may arils within the 
laid fadorics, except fuch fuits or adions fhould be between the Indian, 
natives only } in which cafe fuch fuits or adions are to be determined 
among themfelvcs, unlefs both parties (hall by confent fubinit the fame to 
the determination of the Mayor’s Court. And this Court is further autho- 
rized to grant probate of wills, and letters of admmiftration for the eftates 
ol perfons dying inteftate. 

tor putting this charter in execution, inftrudions have been fent out by 
the Company, as drawn up bv their lawyers, for the diredion of this 
Court, as to the form and method of their proceedings} which is by bill 
and anfwer, in imitation of the proceedings in the High Court of Chan- 
cery } but the Court of Aldermen, or a quorum of three of them, as 
above mentioned, when the caufc is at iflue proceed to hearing,, and the 
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giving of judgment in matters of the greateft concern, without ever ap-' 
pointing a jury to find damages, as is the cuftom in England. 

The Governor, or IVefident and Council of Calcutta have, by char- 
ter, the appointment of the faid Mayor and Aldermen, who, after that 
nomination, are to continue for life in their refpedive offices of aider- 
men : but this continuation in office is ftrangely circumftanced ; for the 
lame Governor and Council are impowered to remove, without even the 
concurrence of the corporation, any alderman, upon a reafonable cattle, 
of which they arc left the foie judges in India; fuch their fentence, or ad- 
judication of removal being only fubjett to an appeal to his Majedy in 
Council, in England. 

The Second Court is The Court of Appeals, being alfo a Court of 
Record, confiding of the faid Governor and Council, any three of whom, 
the Governor, or in his abfence the Senior of the Council being one, are 
authorized by the charter to receive, hear and finally determine every caufe 
appealed from the decrees of the Mayor’s Court, in which the value fued 
for docs not exceed one thoufand pagodas, or about four hundred pounds 
llerling; and from all their decifions in caufes above that film, there 
lies an appeal to the King in Council, upon fecurity being given for the 
payment of the fum adjudged, with filtered from the time of the decree, 
and cods of Cu it. 

The Third Court is The Court of Requests, confiding of Twen- 
ty-four Commitfioncrs, iclcded originally by the Governor and Council 
from among the principal inhabitants of Calcutta, who are appointed 
by the faid charter to fit every Thurfday, with powers to hear and de- 
termine fuits in a fummary way, under fuch orders and regulations as 
4hall from time to time be given by a majority of the Court of Ead In- 
dia Directors ; which Commillioners, or any three or more of them, are 
to fit in rotation, and have full power and authority to determine all 
luch adions or fuits as fhall be brought before them, where the debt or 
matter in difputc fhall not exceed the value of five pagodas, or forty 
lhillings. One half of the number of the Commillioners, being thofe 
who have longed ferved, are removed by rotation annually, on the 
fn d Thurfday of December, and an equal number are chofen by bal- 
lot from among themfclv.cs. 

by the faid charter the Governor of Calcutta, and all the members of 
the Council for the time being, and they only, are appointed, and 
have power to ad as judices of the peace in and for the faid town of 
Calcutta, and all other the fadories fubordinatc thereto, with the fame 
powers as judiccs condituted by commiffions under the great feal of 
Great Britain, in and for any part of England. 

The 
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The Fourth Court is The Court of Quarter Session, confiding 
of the faid Governor and Council for the time being, any three or more 
©f whom, the Governor, or in his abfence the Senior of the Council 
then in Calcutta to be one, are authorized to hold quarter-feffions ot 
the peace four times in the year, within the didrifts of Calcutta, and 
were at all times thereafter to be a court of record, in the nature of a 
Court of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery ; and Commifiioncrs 
of Oyer and Terminer and G30I Delivery for trying and punidiing of 
all offenders and offences (high treafon only excepted) done or com- 
mitted within the didrifts of Calcutta and the factories fubordinate 
thereunto : and it is thereby ordained to be lawful for the (aid judices 
and commiffioners refpeftively, to proceed by indiftment, or by fuch 
other W 3 ys and in the fame manner as is ufed in England, or as near 
as the condition and circumdances of the place and inhabitants will admit 
of, ill'uing their warrant or precept to the Sheriff, (who is likewife elefted 
and appointed by the faid Governor and Council) commanding him to 
fummon a convenient number of the inhabitants to ferve as Grand and 
Petit Juries ; and the faid Judices are alfo authorized to do all other 
ads that Judices of the Peace and Commiffioners of Oyer and Terminer 
and General Gaol Delivery ufually and legally do; and the Court may 
affemble and adjourn at and unto fuch times and places as they fhall 
judge convenient. 

By the faid charter, the Ead India Company and their fucceffors are 
authorized to raife forces within their faid limits, and to appoint fuch 
generals and officers to command the fame by fea and land as to them 
lhall feem meet ; with powcis to make war, and to kill, day and de- 
droy all and every fuch perfon or perlons as may at any time enterprize 
the deftruftion, detriment, or annoyance of them, or of any of their 
fervants, or perfons dealing with them ; and in time of open hodiliry 
they are authorized to ule and exercife martial difeipline and the law 
martial, in fuch cafes as occafion fhall neceflarily require. In fupport 
of thefe very extraordinary privileges, granted by fuch extraordinary 
dretches of prerogative and power, to a body of merchants over their 
fellow-fubjefts, in the twenty-feventh of George the Second an aft of 
parliament was alfo paffed, entitled. An aft for punidiing mutiny and 
aefertion of officers and foldiers in the fervice of the United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the Ead Indies, whereby the Com- 
pany and their reprefentatives, the Prefidents and Councils for the time 
being at their feveral fettlemcnts, are authorized to appoint courts- 
martiai for the trial of their officers and foldiers for all offences, to be 
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tried and proceeded again ft in fuch manner as by the laid ad is di- 
rected. 

And by virtue of the faid royal charter or letters patent, all fuch 
lines, forfeitures, penalties and l'ums of money, as may be fet or im* 
pofed upon any perfon or perfons in the courfe of juftice in the faid te- 
veral courts, are given to the faid United Eaft India Company, whofe 
Directors for the time being, or the major part of them, or their Profi- 
cients and Councils, are, under certain rcftiidtions, alfo authorized to 
make and ordain bye-laws and ordinances for the good government and 
regulation of the laid fevcral corporations and courts, and to impofc 
reafonable pains and penalties upon all perfons offending againft the 
fame. 

Befides the above-mentioned courts, eftablifhed in Calcutta by the 
royal charter of juftice, there are two others ftill fubfifting, which were 
granted or connived at by the Moguls, or the Nabobs of Bengal for- 
merly, when the Company were totally dependent on the Country 
Government, as they call it. Thcfe were courts, if they may be Jo 
called, that were allowed the Company for the prefervation of order 
and good government in Calcutta, and in the very limited diftri&s for- 
merly belonging to it, when they had no other authority for the exercife of 
any judicial powers. 

One is the Court of Cutciierry, which, on its prefent eftablifh- 
ment, is com pofed of the Company’s fervants under Council, any three of 
whom, their Prefidcnt being one, upon days ftated at their own op- 
tion, meet for the hearing, trying and determining, in a fummary 
way, all matters of meum and tuum to any amount, wherein only the 
native inhabitants of Calcutta are concerned. The mode of pro- 
ceeding is indeed as fummary as poffible. The plaintiff and defendant, 
with their refpedive witneffes, being fummoned, the Court hears what 
they have to offer and prove, viva voce , and immediately proceed to 
decree in fuch matters as do not admit of much conteft. From the de- 
cilions of this Court the Company have directed appeals to lie finally to 
the Governor and Council > which however is feldom done, except in 
matters of the greateft confcquence, as it is in thofe cafes the general 
prafticc of the Court, when not unduly interrupted, to have every 
caufe determined by arbitrators or umpires, chofen by the parties, or 
with their confent ; whole decifion is final, and made a decree of the 
Court. 

The other Cutcherry is called the Zemindary, or Fowzdary 
Court, in which, according to late pradlice, prefides a member of the 
Board of Council, or fometimes a fervant under Council, alone ; his 
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bufmcfs is to enquire into complaints of a criminal nature among the hlacL 
inhabitants, and in cafes where the natives do not apply to the Englilh el- 
tabhlhed courts of jullicc ; in which cafes the charter, as we have already 
leen, directs, that the Englilh laws only (hall be oblerved. He proceeds alio 
in the above fummary way to fentence and punilhmcnt, by tine, impii- 
lonment, condemnation to work in chains upon the roads for any fpaceot 
time, even for life ^ and by flagellation, in capital cafes, even to death. 
The ancient Moguls and Nabobs would not permit any of the profeflbrs of 
Iflam to be hanged according to the Englilh cuflom, etteeming that too ig- 
nominious a death for a Mahomedau to fufler ; therefore, in Inch calcs as 
were deemed capital, only the lath was permitted to be inflidted until death 
on the Mogul’s fubjeds, Mahomcdans and Gentoos ; but the officers of the 
Court called Chan'buckjhvdrs , or Laflibearers, are fometimes fo dextrous as 
to be able to kill a man with two or three ftrokes of the Indian chawbuck. 
In cafes which, according to the ulage of this Court or Oflice, are 
deemed to deferve death, it has been ufual for the Zemindar full to obtain 
the approbation of the Prclidcnt and Council, before the fatal ftroke be 
given. 

Befides the above-mentioned, there is another Cutcherry, called 
The Coluctor’s Cutcherry, which has been eflablilhed in Cal- 
cutta ever lince the Company had any thing to do with the colledion 
of ground-rents. By the treaty of June 1757, the Nabob Jaflier Ally 
Khawn granted to the Englilh Company, as Zemindars , all the lands 
about Calcutta, to the extent of fix hundred yards without the ditch called 
'The Marahtah Ditch'*, which partly furrounds the town, and likewile 
the land lying fouth of Calcutta, genera'ly known by the name of the 
Twenty-four Pcrgunnahs ; all which is now under the jui ildidtion of the 
Collcdfor, who is generally a member of the Council, though lomctimes 
a junior fervant. 'Ibis oflicer has charge of the collcdlion of the reve- 
nues of thofe diftridds, and fuperintends, nay ablolutely diredts all ju- 
dicial matters arifing within the jurifdidtiou of the laid Twenty- four 
Pergunnahs. lie is, from the nature of his oflice, greatly coneerncd 
alio in the police of the town of Calcutta, ifluing under the Company’s 
leal the lealcs called Pot tabs to the inhabitants, for the tenuies of their 
houles and grounds, repairing the roads and difpoling of the petty farms, 
which conftitute a conliderable part of the revenue cf the town of Cal- 
cutta ; granting licences to the natives to marry, on which the Com- 

* This means a ditch fo called, which, in the year 1742, the inhabitants of Calcutta, by 
permiflion of the Governor and Council, undeitook todi^ atth»*ii own txpcncc, and cui/y 
lound the kttlcmenf, as a fecuiity agaiuil the incuifions of the Marahtahs. 
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pany alio colic dt a duty (three Sicca rupees from each party) as well as 
oil the laics of regiltcred Daves and new-built Hoops. All grain brought into 
the G tinges or public granaries, as well as every necefl’ary of life, with 
many other articles brought to the Bazars or public markets in Calcutta, 
pay a duty upon importation, the collection of which is luperintended by 
this Collector. The privilege of cxercifing many handicraft-trades is like- 
wiie farmed out by the Collector to farmers, who collcdt from fome a 
certain ium for the licence of excr<5fing their relpedtive trades, and from 
others even a part of their daily wages. The collection of many of thele 
taxes gives occafion to great opprefltons from the farmers, and the number- 
lcfs harpies who are ncceDarily employed as tax-gatherers, and are in ge- 
neral of great prejudice to indultry and population among the lower clafs 
of people, who are harraffed onallfidcsj for it is even a common thing 
to Ice the feapoys, who arc Rationed as guards at- different places, take 
from the poor as they paf's to market iomething out of every one’s 
balket. The principal or head Cutcherry of this officer is in Calcutta, 
where lie tranfadts the bufinefs of his department, and where the far- 
mers and tenants under his jurifdidtion who are backward in their pay- 
ments, as well as others for crimes and mifdemeanors, are confined, 
whipped, and otherwife punilhed, independently of the other courts efta- 
blifficd in Calcutta. 

All other matters of policy, government and police, are ufually exe- 
cuted by the Governor and Members of the Council at Calcutta, or by a 
Secret or Scledt Committee, compofed of part of the laid Council ; which 
Committee has of late been entrefled by the Court of Diredtors with powers 
independent of and fuperior to thole of the whole Council. The original 
intention of the appointment of a Seledt Committee was for condudting the 
Company’s milital-y and political operations with fccrecyj but the Go- 
vernors and Committees in Bengal, who have of late been entrusted 
with luch extraordinary powers, have turned them very conveniently to 
their emolument, and the ferving of their own private views, having for 
that purpofe extended their jurifdidtion, without limits, to all affairs, com- 
mercial, civil and criminal, as well as military and political, wherein a 
pleaded neceffity of fecrecy has been made to authorize all kinds of arbi- 
trary and unwarrantable adts. 

The Governor, who is likewife Commander in Chief of all the Com- 
pany’s forces, is always Prefident of thefc Seledt Committees } and, by the 
efhblifhed regulation of the Company’s fervice, is the perfon to whom 
all correspondence, by letter or otherwife, with the Country Powers 
is committed, and the only perfon in the fervice to whom fuch corre- 
fpondcnce, of any fort, is allowed : the fubftance of which he has en- 
tirely 
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tirely in his power to lay before his Committee or Council, at fuch time, 
and in fuch form as he pleafes, without any check or control : fo that the 
Company’s collectors, the pretended NahSbs of Bengal (whole total depen- 
dency and fervitude we have fully fet forth in our fixth chapter) in faCt 
know no other power than that of the Governor of Calcutta *, whofe or- • 
ders are by them implicitly executed in all thofe diftridb that arc without 
the bounds of the jurifdiCtion of the charter, which is confined to the 
traCt within the Marahtah Ditch, and does not even extend to the (hore of 
the river which is oppofite to the town. 

The Governor has been of late alfo allowed, or has aflumed, the pri- 
vilege of granting duftucks to fuch perfons, not fervants of the Company, 
as he thinks proper, which enable them to trade duty-free. 

Befides the abovemen tioned extraordinary privileges, the Governor, from 
the prefent and late ufage of the fcrvice, poflelTes likewife a power which is 
of worfe conlequence to the natives in the fettlement than any we have yet 
taken notice of, over whom it gives him the moll unbounded authority, 
though it may be fcarcely known to many Europeans who have refided in 
Calcutta. This is the privilege of fettling the affairs of the carts, or tribes 
of the Hindoos, by which means any individuals among them may be pre- 
vented from being reftored to their carts, when loft, or made outcafts from > 
their families and friends, by which even whole families may be branded 
with infamy never to be effaced ; fo that none of their connections, or o- 
thers of the eftccmed tribes can on any account eat or drink in their com- 
pany, without incurring themfelves the fame infamy ; nay, or even touch- 
them, without being nccellitated to an expiatory ablution in the Ganges, 
The confequcnce of this privilege, which has been of late entirely left to 
the Governor, and by him generally delegated to bis Banyan , can only be 
conceived by thofe who arc acquainted with the religious tenets and fuperfti- 
tion of the Gentoos. 

It becomes in this place neceftary, for the information of the reader, 
to explain what a Banyan is, as thofe Banyans have in faCt a principal 

* See part of a letter from two gentlemen of the Council in Bengal to the Court of D.i- 
rectors, dated Fort- William, the 14th January 1 j66> Authentic Papas conuminp India Affain . 
page 205, as follows : w * 

44 mu ft here take notice of a fource of power and influence, which any Governor, in 
the prefen t irate of affairs, has over your other fervants, that of flopping the trade in the 
country of any who become obnoxious to him. His authority over the officers of the govern- 
“ ™, nt Wl J5 ad thcm C2 g crl y t0 anticipate his refentments, and a hint to them will luffice. 

“ I he correfpondence with the officers being confined to the Governor, he has it in his op- 
“ tion to give what private orders he pleafes, and which would be certainly obeyed without h is 
44 nar|ie cv £ r appearing. Such is his power over the inhabitants of this country ; and fuch the 
“ na ^ r u c of i]x people, that every one will be ready to bear t fiimony to whatever they think 
will be agreeable to him. Thus he bears the molt abfolute command over the trade and for- 
tunes of yojr fervants, without control ; which appears to us X very dangerous fway.” 

t L 2 j (hare,, 
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/hare, as deputies and interpreters, in every department of the government, 
as well as of the commercial concerns of the Engli/h Eaft India Company 
in Bengal. 

A Banyan is a perfon (either adting for himfelf, or as the fubftitute of 
fome great black merchant) by whom the Englilh gentlemen in general 
tran/att all their bufinefs. He is interpreter, head-book-keeper, head-fe- 
crctary, head-broker, the fupplier of caffi and ca/h-keeper, and in general 
alio fecret- keeper. lie puts in the under-clerks, the porter or door-keeper, 
Howards, bearers of the iilver Haves*, running-footmen, torch and branch- 
light carriers, palanqueen-bearers, and all the long tribe of under-fervants, 
for whofe honefty he is deemed anfwerable; and he conducts all the 
trade of his maHcr, to whom, unlefs pretty well acquainted with the 
country languages, it is difficult for any of the natives to obtain accefs. 
Jn fhort, he poife/Tcs fingly many more powers over his mafter, than can 
in this country be affiimcd by any young fpendthrift’s fteward, motley- 
lender and miftrefs all together ; and farther ferves, very conveniently 
lbmetimes, on a public dil'cuflion, to father J'uch ails or proceedings as his 
mafter dares not avow. 

There is a powerful flring of connexions among thefc Banyans, who 
ferve all the Engliffi in the fettlcments of Bengal, as well in all public of- 
fices as in their private affairs. 

Since the great influence acquired there by the Engliffi, many perfons 
of the beft Gcntoo families take upon them this truth or fervitude, and 
even pay a fum of money for ferving gentlemen in certain polls ; but prin- 
cipally for the influence which they acquire thereby, and the advantage of 
carrying on trade, which they could not otherwife do ; and which in this 
fituation they frequently do, duty-free, under cover of their mailer’s du- 
ftucks. There have been few inflanccs of any European acquiring fuch a 
knowledge in fpeaking, reading and writing the Bengal language (which is 
ahfolutely neccflary for a real merchant) as to be able to do without fuch a 
Head-banyan. 

Bcfides the powers already taken notice of, the Company, and under 
them the Governor and Council, pretend, that, by the charter, they 
have a right at any time, at their plcafure, to l’eize any European fub- 
jcX in India by military force, without any form of legal procels, and 
to fend him a prifoner to England, if he refufes to go voluntarily, after 
having had what they deem a reafonable notice given him ; notwith- 
ftanding fuch perfon went out and eftabliffied himfelf in India with the 
licence of the Company : which pretended right, as we have feen in an- 
other place, the Company and their faid fervants aXually and frequently 


* Called Cbubdurs and Smlalurdtiri, 


do 
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do exercife fuddenly, and without control, fometimes even againft the 
cftablilhed magiftrates of the Mayor’s Court. 

Having thus given a brief account of all the courts eftabl i Oied and now 
exiting in Calcutta, and of the powers granted to them, or a (Turned 
by thole members of the community who compofe the principal wheels 
iii the machine of this monftrous government, we come of tourfe to 
our confederations on the extent and confequences of tin fe powers, 
and certain circumftances attending them, which we will afterwards ex- 
emplify by real matters of faft. 

By the charter of the 1 3th of George the Firft, the Mayor’s Court had the 
power of eleding their own members to fill up all vacancies : and while 
l'uch continued to be the practice, that court was the bulwark of all fecu- 
rity with regard to property in the fettlement, and might be confidcred, in 
a great degree, as independent. Indeed it was fo much fo at that time, 
(before the Company had adopted, in fo common and frequent a manner, 
the pradice of feizing perfons and fending them prifoners to England) 
that it was deemed inconvenient to the Company, who had many de- 
crees given againft them : and this was thought the grand defed before 
hinted at; againft which, though not exprefled, the Company petitioned 
the Crown, and obtained the charter of the 26th of George the Second, 
whereby the right of cleding Aldermen was transferred from their own 
body to the Governor and Council, who thereby had this unconftitutional 
power given them of making and unmaking the Judges. 

This court is compofcd partly of Company’s fervants, and partly of 
free merchants ; and l'uch Aldermen, not being covenanted fervants, as 
arc cftcemed to be complaifant to the meal'urcs of Government, as 
there called, are generally indulged by the Governor with the privi- 
lege of duftucks lor carrying on their private inland trade duty-free ; 
which, as we have before obferved, according to the ufage of the fer- 
vice, has been otherwife confined to the Company and their fervants 
only : for it muft be remarked, that the falary of an Alderman is only 
about twenty-five pounds per anti, which will icarcely pay one month’s 
houfe-rent in Calcutta. 

The Prefidcnt and Council, in their capacity of a Court of Appeals, 
decree decilivcly in all matters under four hundred pounds; con- 

fequently in fuits wherein the Company, or the faid Governor and 

Council are concerned, there is little chance of juftice being had, ex- 
cept where the fubjett in conteft amounts to above that fum, and 

when the aggrieved party can bring his caufe from India in an appeal 
to that refpeftable tribunal, the Sovereign and Council of England 5 
for which he muft be able to afford a very heavy cxpencc; to fubjedt 

himfelf 
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himfelf to great trouble and long delays; to incur the odium of the 
gentlemen in the government of Bengal, and to fuffer the dreadful efledfs. 
of their power. 

The liberty of an appeal to the King in Council, allowed by charter in 
the cafe of an Alderman difmifled from his oflice in the Mayor’s Court, 
is made perfedtly illufive in the cafes of Britilli fnbjcfts. Suppofe. the 
difmifled magiflratc comes home to profccute his appeal, and that the 
fuitence of his amotion be reverfed by that tribunal, the law lays, that no 
Britifh fubjedb lhall go to India without the licence of the Company, and 
the charter cxprefsly ftipulates, that if any Alderman be abient from 
Calcutta for the fpace of twelve months, his place or oflice lhall be void. 
The Company refufing their licence for him to return, he mull firA go 
to law with that powerful body, to oblige them to grant their licence ; 
if he fliould obtain this, and return to India, they may again remove 
him for having been too long, though necefl'arily abfent ; and thus they, 
may continue referring him from England to India, and from India to 
England, almoft as long as they plcafe. 

The Court of Rcqucfts is, in fadt, the only Court in Calcutta which, 
from being under little or no undue influence, is of real and eflential 
fervice to the poor inhabitants ; and this principally becaufe the mem- 
bers fill up all vacancies in the Court by ballot among themfelvcs, and , 
bccaufe the matters in contcft, being confined to forty (hillings, mull 
in general be beneath the notice or interference of the Governor or 
Counfcllors. 

The faid Governor and Members of the Council, being the only 
juftices of peace, can and do frequently refufe to take cognizance of 
complaints laid before them, on oath, for redrefs in lawful cafes, when 
they, or the Company, arc any way interefled in them : and in the 
fame calcs, when fitting on the bench at the General Quarter Seflion as 
judges, they have frequently put a flop to the due courfe of proceed- 
ings on the mod * frivolous pretences, or adjourned the Court from 
time to time, to evade the enquiry, while the injured parties have been 
left without refource. 

* Such as, 44 that the perfons called upon by the profccutor were fervantsof the Company, 

“ entruited with the knowledge of the records and proceedings of the Governor and Coun- 
4t cil, which they were bound by oaths to keep fccret, under penalty of forfeiting the Com- 
“ puny’s fervice, and of other heavy pumflirnents : That the profccutor might call upon them 

afl wit ne lies, in order to make tnem difclofe the proceedings of the Governor and Council 
M of Calcutta, and therefore they, the Court f could not but objeft to fuch witnefles giving 
41 evidence upon matters which might be the means of their betraying of circumfhnQes that* 
41 they were in duty bound not to divulge, as in fuch cafe they muft cither perjure themfelvcs, , 
41 gr violate their fidelity to the Company.” 
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As to the Cutcherries, particularly that called The Court of Zemin- 
dary, the bufinefs there is often carried on in fo burlelquc and ludi- 
crous a manner, and it is fo frequently made ufe of as a conveniency 
for oppreffing the inhabitants, that, confidering the Company’s prefent 
fituation, the relation they bear to the Prince whom they call Mogul 
and their coHeftors whom they call the Nabobs of Bengal, and confider- 
ing the powers they pofiefs from the charter of adminiitring judice 
according to the Englifli laws, it is a fcandal to this nation that fuch 
Cutcherries arc now permitted to exid in a British fcttlement, whatever 
may have been the neceflity for them when the Company were depen- 
dent on the Mogul, and before they had obtained their charter of 
judice. 

It is plain, from what has been faid of the nature of other privileges 
and powers, whether rightfully poffcfled, or adorned by the Governors 
and Councils, that every European within the limits, and under the pro- 
te&ion of the Company in Bengal (of whom the grand and petit juries are 
compofed) is entirely dependent upon them and their Governors, or Go- 
vernors and Councils, not only for all they have to expeft towards making 
their fortunes, but for the fecurity of their prefent pofleffions, as well as 
for their own perfonal liberty, and even jor that of their lives ; particularly, 
if they venture out of the very limited didri&s of the charter, into tho 
Nabob's dominions. 

It is fcarcc conceivable to what a low degree of eadern fervile obe- 
dience the exercile of fuch oppreflions, and the dread of being deprived 
of a fortune, or the means of making one, have 1 educed even the 
boafted free fubjefts of Great Britain in the fettlement of Calcutta, 
where to appear fenfible of the exigence of an oppreflion, is a crime ; 
to fpeak of it, treafon : but It is a fad, that perfons, who have been 
under the dilpleafure of the Governor and Council, have received let- 
ters from their moft ejleemed friends, excufing thcmfelvcs from not 
coming to vilit them, for fear it fhould be known they had been at fuch 
houfes. 

Upon a fimple perufal of the foregoing, which is a juft account of 
the date of Calcutta, with relped to the courts of law and juftice, it 
mud appear evident to every reader, that the date of juftice thcie is 
very precarious ; and that, in reality, it mud be ridiculous to expeft 
obtaining it in that fettlement in any cafes wherein the Governor, the 
members of Council or the Company are concerned ; or wherein they 
choofe, from what motives foever, to interfere j as the faid Governor 
and Council, who are the dependent delegates of the Company, ate 
the fupreme judiccs and judges in all criminal and civil affairs, and at 

the. 
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the fame time are the makers and unmakers of the mayor, aldermen, 
fheriff, and all other officers ; and farther, have not only the natives, 
hut even the grand and petit juries at their mercy. In fine, this is lb 
much the cafe, that the Mayor’s, like every other Court in Calcutta 
(except, as before obferved, the Court of Requefts) is become rather 
a fcourge in the hands of the Governor and Council than an inftru- 
ment of relief to the injured : and juffice in Bengal is made fo much 
a political farce, that no one concerned in the adminiftrafion of it 
dares fo much as to hazard the giving of offence to any gentleman in 
power. 

It is true, that by an ad of the 27th of Geo. the lid. it is cnaded, 
that “ if any of the Company’s Governors or Councils,' at their refpec- 
“ five principal fettlements, or any of them, ffiall be guilty of oppreff- 
“ ing any of his Majefty’s fubjeds beyond the feas, within their re- 
“ jpeftive jurifJiSliom or commands, or lhall be guilty of any crime ' 
“ or offence, contrary to the laws of England, fuch oppreflion, crimes, 

“ and offences may be enquired of, heard, and determined in his Ma- 
“ jelly’s court of King’s Bench, within that part of Great Britain called 
“ England, or before fuch commiffioners, and in fuch county in Eng- 
“ land" as ffiall be affigned by his Majefty’s commiffion, and by good and 
“ lawful men of the fame county ; and fuch punifhments fhall be in- 
“ Aided on fuch offenders as are ufually inflided for offences of the like 
“ natures committed in England which was repeated in another ad 
of the 10th of his prefent Majcfty, with this addition, “ that the offences 
“ committed againff that ad may be alledged to be committed, and 
“ may be laid, enquired of, and tried in the county of Middlefex j the 
“ deluidants in fuch adion or fuit having liberty to plead the general 
“ ifl'uc, and give the fpccial matter in evidence, on fuch defendant’s giving 
“ the plaintiff a note in writing of the fubflance of his defence fix or eight 
“ days before the trial of fuch adion.” 

Heie the oppreffed have the appearance of a remedy held out to 
than ; but, upon examination, it will be found an appearance only. 
The great diitauce from England, and other difadvantages, obvious 
horn what has been already faid, together with the length of time and 
the expenee neceffury for fqch undertakings, would in moll cafes 
amount to an impoflibility to profecute ; and which, in fad, would be 
impracticable in all cafes unlefs the injured party himfelf came over to 
England, whese he muff: then wait till his oppreffor comes within the 
juriutidion of the court; who may perhaps continue to refide in India 
ibr many years, and after all eftablifh himfelf in a foreign country. 

If it is the injured man’s good luck to be able to ferve the offending 

party 
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party with the procefs of the court within three or four years, he will 
then be put to the greateft difficulties with refped to evidence, which 
the laws of England fo juftly require to be viva voce. The Gentoos, 
natives of the country, from the ordinary courfe of bufinefs in Cal- 
cutta, moft probably, are the injured man’s principal witneffes : and 
if thefe people could even be induced to trull themfelves on fuch a 
voyage, and in climates fo unfavourable to them, yet they would other- 
wile be effedually prevented from coming to England, as their fo doing 
would be to violate religious tenets, and make them incur the infamy 
of expulfion from their calls, or tribes, which is what they would rather 
die than fubmit to fuffer. This of courfe mull oblige the party in 
quell of juftice to fend out a commiffion to India for the fake of evi- 
dence, which, admitting that he could furmount the difficulties which mull 
then befet him, will naturally prolong his fuit for years : or, when his 
commiffion reaches Bengal, his witneffes may be in what they call the 
Nab6b’s Dominions ; where it may be eafy for the Governor and 
Council to keep them concealed, to obftrud or evade the execution of 
the commiffion, and fo prevent his obtaining any written evidence by any 
means whatfoever. 

The legal jurifdidion, as we have already obferved, which the Com- 
pany derive from the charter and ads of parliament, as they now Hand, 
extends, or is allowed to extend, only to the town or fettlcment of 
Calcutta, and fome fubordinate fadorics ; the limits of all which together 
are of very fmall extent, and which they formerly held in fubordi- 
nation to the Moguls, or Nabobs. No warrant or fubpcena from the 
Mayor’s court is permitted to be ferved on perfons, even at the fubordinate 
fadories, except with the exprefs leave of the Governor ; and in fuch cafe 
this permiffion is looked upon as a favour. But the jurifdidion now 
aflumed and exercifed by the Company and their fubftitutes is, in fad, 
entirely unlimited, and without check or control throughout all the 
provinces called The Nab6b’s, of which they colled the revenues. 

The mercantile bufinefs of many of his Majefty’s European fubjeds, 
and of fuch of the natives as can now find ways and means to carry 
on any, principally lies in thofe inland parts to which the faid fegaJ 
jurifdidion of the charter is not allowed to extend. It has been here 
that have been felt in the moft extreme degree the ruinous effeds of 
fuch monopolies, as, it will be Ihewn in a fubfequent chapter, were efta- 
blilhed and profecutcd under the eloke and landion of the aflumed 
powers of the Deveannee. Here his Majefty’s dcfencelefs fubjeds have 
been moft expofed to oppreflion. It is here that the natives fuffer un- 

{ M ] paralleled 
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paralleled cruelties from the Company, or theif fervants, either atting 
by thcmfelves, or through the Nabbbs, without even a probability of 
fuch injured perfons ever obtaining judice, as they have no Nabdbs with 
a protecting power to apply to : and even the Engiifh laws, if duly 
enforced, leave them without remedy, becaufe the oppreffion, in cafes of 
complaint, is alledged to have been committed without the limits of the 
Company's didriCts, and aferibed to our Nab6b, who is made to father it, 
as the aCt of an independent Sovereign. 

Great oppreffions can never happen but from thofe in high power : and 
therefore the pertons who arc made to differ them in Bengal, will have 
to contend with the power and treafuries of the Compaay -<both abroad 
and at home. Bcfides, how few men who are dependent in the manner 
we have feen all mud be who are under the power of the Company in 
Bengal, will dare to be indrumental, or a Aidant to the injured, in bringing 
to judice fuch opprefiors as are fure of drong fupport ? And how few will 
have the means, the application, the fortitude, or the perfeverance requi- 
litc for the purfuit, through paths fo very difficult and precarious, of that 
redrefs, which, when obtained, can hardly be hoped to prove in any 
degree adequate to the wrong differed f From all which it mud be evi- 
dent, that the appearance of a remedy, as held out to the opprefled in 
the ads of parliament now exiding, is but lhadowy and deceitful, even 
in the cafes of European fubjeCts: and if fuch are the evils to which. 
Engliflimcn are expofed who go to refide in India, it may eafily be ima- 
gined, from what has been already faid, how much harder is the lot of 
the unhappy natives of thofe countries. Neverthelefs they are a mild, 
civilized, and polite people, and every way deferving of the protection 
of the Britifh laws ; as it is upon their indudry this nation mud finally 
depend for whatever refources the may hereafter expeCl from thofe 
dominions. 

Within the Engiifh fcttlement of Calcutta, the Members of the Board 
of Council, from acting at one and the fame time in fo many different 
capacities, have among the natives, who are in general ignorant of the 
!' nglidi laws, the power of aduming that official character which bed 
lervcs their purpofe. Thus, whenever they choofe it, they can, and do 
with great convenience, transfer the native complainant from the Coun- 
cilor to the Judice of Peace, from the Judice to the Zemindar’s 
Cutcherries, and from the Zemindar to the Secret Committee, where each 
Member is bound to the other, under oaths of fecrecy, not to divulge 
what pafl'ts. If the complaint be not totally quafhed by thefe means, 
and thofe gentlemen are apprehenfive that it may be revived within the 
fettlement in lbme ftiape or other, through the affidance of fome daring 

perfon,' 
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perfon, they have this lad refource, of transferring the complainant, under 
any pretence, from the Secret Committee to the Nabdb, where they can 
do what they pleafc with him : and this mode of proceeding has been 
actually pradifed. 

By luch means, civil judice is entirely eradicated ; and the whole inland 
country, where neither the Englifh nor the country laws or ufages have 
any force, is actually in a Rate of the mod deplorable anarchy, under the 
defpotic fway of one, or at mod a very few Englilh gentlemen and their 
Banyans ; and to fuch a pitch of wretchcdncfs and fervitude have the 
natives been reduced, that their women (a point in which they are as 
delicate and jealous as any nation on earth) have been frequently taken 
from them, without their daring or being able to complain, either from 
the power of the violator, or from their having no perfon to complain to, 
from whom they can hope for redrefs.. 

We come now to the exemplification of what we have advanced, by 
real fads ; in which the writer will cither confine himfelf to matters of 
which he himfelf hath perfed knowledge, and can even produce proof, 
or to fuch others as appear well vouched, by authentic documents exhi- 
bited in different parts of this work and we will begin with the Mayor’s 
Court. 

In confequence of a mod extraordinary oppredion in the inland parts 
of the country, of which particular notice is taken in our 13th chapter, 
an Armenian merchant, named Parfeek Arratoon, on the 15th September 
1767, filed a bill in the Mayor’s Court againd the gomadahs or agents 
of Governor Harry Vcreld and Francis 'Sykes, Efquirps, for 60,432 
current rupees, or about yeoo pounds derling, principal amount of 
fait, faid to have been forcibly taken out of the plaintiff’s warehoufes. 
The caufc was brought to an iflue j and in the month of Augud 1 768, 
on a day appointed for the hearing, all the proceedings and depofitions 
were read and fully confidered ; the demand of the plaintiff edablifhed 
to all appearance, and judgment upon the point of being pronounced, 
when the Mayor, while fitting in judgment, received a private letter * 
or note, fent from the Governor, to put a dop to the proceedings, be- 
caufe, as was alledged, he, the faid Governor, was a party concerned in 
the caufe, and was in expectation of fettling matters by a private com- 
promife. To the adonifhment of the plaintiff's folicitor, who declared 
he knew of no compromife, and had received no indru&ions from his 

client 

* The writer of thefe fheets being an Alderman of the Court, and hiving been abfent 
when this extraordinary tranladtion happened, as foon as he heard of it wrote to the Mayor 
upon the fubjedt, defiling to have a fightof the letter fent by, or by the ordcrof the Governor, 

[ M 2 J then 



9 t CONSIDERATIONS 

client upon this matter, the requeft contained in the letter or note war 
complied with, and a (top was at once put to the proceedings j the plaintiff' 
being left without any fatisfadion. 

After an indance of this fort, it may be thought needlefs to produce- 
others of a Id's criminal nature. Hut it is notorious in Calcutta, that in- 
cafes wherein the faid Governor and Council,, or thofe of their connedicni . 
have been any wife intereded, private applications, by letter or otherwife, 
have been frequently received by the Court ; who, fetting afide the forma* 
lities of procefs as diraded by the Charter, have adtually proceeded to hear 
and determine upon fuch private applications, particularly againft the at- 
tornies or folicitors of the Court, who have found it a hazardous mat- 
ter to undertake any fuit in matters of arbitrary proceedings, wherein the - 
Governor and Council have been, in the lead degree intereded feparately. or 
collcdtively. 

Upon the fame principle of fear, or fervility to the Governor and Coun- 
cil, the Court has frequently refufed to grant copies of proceedings filed 
and entered on record in the Court, to perfons intereded in fuch proceeds 
ings, who required, and had a right to them ; and the judges likewife have 
refufed to accept of fufficient and unexceptionable bail, when it has been 
offered by a defendant for a bailable offence. 

On other occafions, where a plaintiff, under the known difpleafure of 
the Governor and Council, has brought his bill of complaint into Court 
againft perfons with whom the Governor and Council were materially in- 
tereded in the event of the enufe, the Court have officioufly met, at 
their own mere motion, “ to confider and determine ’whether fuch bill of com- 
«« plaint jhould be anfwered , pleaded to, demurred to, or df miffed," long, after 
fuch bill had been regularly filed and admitted by the faid Court, and this 
merely to efted the difmiffion of fuch bill, which hath afterwards fol- 
lowed j and the plaintiff has thereby been left remedilefs in matters of the 
greated confequence, 

then Harry Verelft, Efquire, in confequence of ’ which the proceedings had been flopped. 
Alter fome days confident ion, the Mayor wrote the following cxcufe, the original of which 
is now in the writer’s pofleffion. 

44 To William Bolts, Efquire/ 

44 Dear Sir, 

44 I (hould have fent*you the note, as I promifed, if I had found it -, but having not met 
u with it among my papers, convinces me that I mull have deftroyed it, with other papers 
44 that 1 detmtd vfclcfs . 

44 I am, Sir, your moft obedient fervant, 

Calcutta, the nth Auguft, 1768, " CORNELIUS GOODWIN.” 


After 
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Alder fuch difmiffion, upon an application to the Court for copies, 
even the original bills and exhibits have been pretended to have been loft ; 
when, on an examination before the Court, it has appeared on oath 
that they were carried to the Governor by an officer of the Court. The 
writer has authentic proofs of Inch proceedings in his pofleffion. 

However, the illegal proceedings of this court are not confined to fuch 
matters only as the Governor and Council appear to be diredly or indi- 
rectly concerned in ; they arc frequently as irregular in matters wherein 
they themfelves are intcreftcd ; but whatever remedies may be pradicablc 
to prevent the undue influence of the Governor and Council over this 
Court, there can be no effectual check to prevent this evil, as things 
are at prefent; but the confciences of the refpedive magiftrates ; who 
neverthelefs, when they tranfgrefs from mere ignorance, are not, , from 
their fituation, fo very blameaWe, being perl'ons of mercantile profeflions; 
not bred up to the law, and who by the charter are obliged under a 
penalty, when eleded by the Governor and Council,- to accept of their 
offices, without even a recorder, who, were he a Barrifter at law as in 
the corporations of England, might dired them to legal determinations 
in the execution of juftice. 

For fads relative to the proceedings of this Court, which ' are not fully 
exemplified in this place, not to 1’well this chapter to an enormous 
lize, we beg leave to refer the reader to our Appendix, particularly to 
N° XXIV. page 38, the_ memorial of Mr. Thomas Hamilton ; N° XXV. 
page 40, the anfwer of Cornelius Goodwin, Efquire, then late Mayor 
of Calcutta (both addrefled to the Mayor’s Court) ; N° XXVI. page 4 3, 
the memorial of Alexander Jephl'on, Efquire, to the Court of Eaft India 
Dircdors, with the opinions of Sir William de Grey, Sir Fletcher Nor- 
ton and Charles Sayer, Efquire, thereon; N» XXVIf. page 55, the 
Cafe of Mr. Richard Whittall, with Mr. Dunning’s opinion ; and to 
N« XXVIII. page 73, the Memorial of Mr. Richard Whittall to the 
Court cf Eaft India Diredors. 

With refped to the fads relative to the proceedings of the Governor 
and Members of the Council in their multiform charaders of Counfeb 
lors, Seled Committee-men, Jufticcs of Peace, Commiffioners of Oyer 
and Terminer, Judges of Appeals, Makers and Unmakcrs of the Mem-, 
bers of the Mayor’s Court, Presidents of the Cutchcrrics, Zemindars, 
Colledors, Delegates and Reprefentatives of the Englifti Eaft . India 
Company, the Mogul’s Dewans, and Makers and Unmakers of the 
Mogul, as well as of the Company’s Rent-gatherers, now called the 
NaoSbi of Bengal, Merchants, or Sovereigns; all of which different 
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characters they can and do affume, as occafion requires : as it would In 
many cafes be difficult to trace thofe gentlemen through their various 
metamorphofes, we ffiall briefly enumerate fome principal tranfaCtions 
as they occur to us, without making any diftin&ions ; only defiring the 
reader once more to obferve, that it is not the men, but the tneafures, 
when they are bad, which we wifli to expofe, in order for procuring 
an effectual reformation. 

A gentleman of the Council at Calcutta became indebted to one Wil- 
liam Wilfon, a fail-maker, for work done in the way of his profeffion, 
amounting to current rupees 75—9—7 j for payment of which the fail- 
maker fent in his bill, with a receipt annexed. The Counlellor, who 
happened at the lame time to be Zemindar alfo, alledged the charges 
in the bill were exorbitant and unreafonable, and would neither dif- 
charge or give up the bill ; threatening the fail-maker, that he would 
get him turned out of the Company’s fervice, or fent to Bencoolen *, 
if he peril tied in his demand. The fail-maker not intimidated, 
filed his bill in the Mayor’s Court againfl: the Counfellor, who, rather 
than expole the affair to a public difeuffion, more prudently agreed 
to fatisfy the complainant, to the amount of his bill, with the colts 
of liiit, by which it was conlequently 1 welled. The complainant’s lo- 
licitor or attorney at law (as they arc called in Bengal) lent his Ban- 
yan, Radhoo Tagoor, a black merchant of Calcutta, to receive the 
amount of* the bill, repeated times without fuccefs ; till at laftthe faid 
Radhoo Tagoor delired the Counfellor ’s Banyan to inform his mailer, 
that the amount of the bill was wanted, and if it was not paid, fome bad 
confequenccs might enfue from the caufe going on in the regular courfe 
of law, and the charges being conlequently enhanced j which being 
told to (he Counfellor and Zemindar, he grew angry, and ordered the 
merchant, Radhoo Tagoor, to be immediately feized by his Peons, and 
carried to the Cutcherry ; where he was, without any examination, 
inquiry, or form whatever, tied up, fevercly flogged, and beat on the 
head with his own flippers ■f', by order of the faid Zemindar : who 
wrote a letter to the attorney at law upon the occaflon, of which the 
following is an exadt copy. 

* Bencoolen on the ifland of Sumatra, and Gombroon in Perfia, have been long looked 
upon as places very unhealthy and fatal to the generality of European conflitutions ; and from 
lome inllances of perfons in the Company’s fervice being formerly fent thither from 
other fettlements byGovernors and Councils, as was fufpedted, to get rid of them, the talking 
of fending People to Bencoolen, or Gombroon, has in India a kind of proverbial meaning 
exprelfivc of banilhment. 

f The being beat on the head with a flipper is, among the native* of India, conlidercd to 
be a very ignominious punilhment. 
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“SIR, 

" I have ordered your demand to be complied with. It is fo extravagant 
“ that I intend laying it before the court. Your Banyan was fo infolent as to 
“ tell me, that unlefs I difcharged it diredtly you would incrcalc your de- 
“ mand, for which infolencc in him I have fent him to the Cutcherry, where 
“ he will meet his deferts. 


“ Your moft humble fervant. 

** Calcutta, the 2 2d Feb. 17 65." 

Upon a complaint lodged by a poor old woman againft another in the fame 
circumftances, before the Zemindar, wherein he has been embarralTed to de- 
cide which of the two was in the right, the writer has known the poor wretches 
ordered to fight, and made to decide the queflion by the exertion of their 
feeble limbs in battle. 

A tradefman and inhabitant of Calcutta, named Gocul Sonar, complained 
of having been falfely imprifoned by one Nobekifien, then Banyan to the Go- 
vernor of Calcutta ; alledging, that during his confinement, under various 
falfe pretences, he and feveral of his family had beenotherwife moflgrievoufly 
injured and opprefled. The tradefman preferred his complaint at the court of 
general quarter feffions, held at Calcutta, on the 4th March 1767, in a petition 
to the grand jury, but without any fuccefs : for it was remarkable, that tho 
Chief Juflice, Harry Verelft, Efquire, then on the bench, getting the petition 
into his own hands from another Juflice, to whom the foreman of the Jury 
had delivered it, he immediately and fuddenly called and difmifl’ed the ju- 
ries. 

It was faid, by way of excufe, that the ccfmplarnant had not firft re- 
gularly given in his information upon oath before a Juflice of the Peace,, 
and that the affair ought to be referred, for trial, to the court of the Zcmin- 
dary. 

The injured man, however, chofe rather to depend upon the Engiifh laws 
for redrefs of his injuries; and therefore, to obviate the objection of want of 
formality, he afterwards formally applied to a Juflice of Peace, who happened 
at that time to be the Zemindar alfo. It was with fbmc difficulty, and not 
without great altercation, $iat the Juflice confentcd to receive the information 
of the complainant, but at length he promifed to receive it on the following 
day ; which was accordingly delivered in upon oath, as follows. 


« The 
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“ The Information of Gocul Sonar, Inhabitant of Calcutta, 

<l Sheweth, 

“ That on or about the iftof Phalgoon (or ioth February 1767) 

“ Ram Sonar and Ram Bania with a Hircarah * (or meffenger) belong- 
“ ing to Nobekiflcn Munfhy, came to the houfe of him the informant, 
“ and did then and there, with force, unlawfully and injurioufly enter 
“ into his inward Zenana (or womens) apartments, faying, they had 
“ orders from Nobekiffen Munfhy to take away the informant’s After, 
“ for his the faid NobekifTcn’s ufe. That on tne informant’s refilling, 
“ and calling the Dowhdy -f-, they abufed him and his mother in the moft 
** opprobrious terms, and did otherwife ill-treat them : upon which, 
“ the reft of the informant’s family being forced to fly, they unlawfully 
“ and by force did then and there feize the informant’s mother, and 
“ againft the peace of our Lord the King, did forcibly carry her away to 
“ Nobekiflcn. 

“ That on the next day the faid Ram Sonar and Ram Bania came 
“ with another Hircarah of Nobekiflen’s, and did forcibly feize and 
“ carry away the informant and his brother, named Kifn, into Nobe- 
“ kiflen’s prefence, who ordered both to be confined. Upon this we 
“ offered i'ecurity, which he refufed. We then offered that one of us 
“ fhould remain in prifon, and the other be at liberty : this alfo he, 

“ Nobekiffen, refufed; but gave orders to his Peons, who carried us to 

“ prifon in the Collector's Cutchcrry, where we were both confined in 
“ the place where felons and thieves are, with our feet in the flocks for 
“ two days and three nights; victuals being forbid to be given to us, 
“ and none of our people permitted to come near us. And during 
“ our confinement, Ram Sonar, with one of Nobckilfen’s houfe, for- 
“ cibly entered the informant’s houfe, and carried away his fifter to 
“ Nobekiflen’s houfe ; where he, Nobekiflcn, kept her confined one 
“ night, and violated her. Afterwards he, Nobekiffen, lent fpr us 

“ from the Cutcherry to his houfe, -and from thence ordered us to be 

“ carried and confined where the Company’s Ilircarahs flay, oppofite 

* Hircarah means properly a fpy. In India it is by no means an employ held in the dc- 
fptcablc light in which it is thought of in Europe. All great men have a number of Hirca- 
rahs in their train ; and in the courts of Hindoftan, the Prince’s Hcad-hircarah is a princi- 
pal ofhrcr, and frequently employed upon bufmtfs of the grcaieif trull, lecrecy and honour. 

^ The Dowhay is an exclamation ufed by the common people in Hindoltan, upon occafion 
of any fudden act at violence, much in the fame manner as in Spain and Portugal, they cry, 
jiqfy del Rcy* T hus the poor people in Bengal, perfonifying the Company, frequently call out, 
J)mbfiysCornp<wy Sab t t> } where there are none found to attend to their cries, 
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to the Governor’s houfc; where we were confined one night and one half 
“ day, and were afterwards again carried to Nobekiflen’s, and again re- 
“ turned to the fame place of the Hircarahs, from whence we were at laft 
“ releafed. 

“ That at the general quarter feflions of this town of Calcutta, on the 
“ '4th of March 1 767; this informant did reprefcnt his grievances in a 

petition to the grand jury, which he delivered to the foreman, who dc- 
“ livered it to the clerk of the peace, who delivered it to the Judges on 
“ the bench : but that no enquiry was made into the cafe of the informant, 
“ the grand jury being difmifled immediately after the delivery of his peti- 
“ tion. 

“ This informant farther faith, that on the 17th March, at about ten 
“ o’clock at night, four peons, or pykes, named Sheik Jafter, Sheik Rheyroo, 
“ Kifno and Ram, came to the informant’s houfe with a peon, named Mow- 
“ dy, who then and there feized the informant’s brother, named Kifno So- 
“ nar, and carried him to Nobekifien’s houfe, without any legal warrant or 
“ authority : nor can the informant conceive any reafon, unlefs it was to in- 
“ timidate him from feeking redrefs. Thofc of our caft (or tribe) as cufto- 
“ mary, refule to aflociate with us : and forafmuch as the faid informant 
“ conceives the above related proceedings are unlawful and injurious, and 
“ are wrongs which tend to the great damage of him, the informant, and 
“ arc againft the peace of our Lord the King, his crown and dignity ; and 
“ whereas the informant is otherwife remedilefs, he therefore humbly prays, 
“ that a warrant be granted to feizc and bind over Nobekiffen, and every 
y other perfon concerned in thefe oppreflions, to the next quarter feflions. 

(Signed) “ GOCUL SONAR.” 

“ Counterfigncd. Sworn to before me, Charles Ffloyer, one of His 
“ Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace for the town of Calcutta, &c. this 20th 

day of May 1 767. 

“ CHARLES FFLOYER.’; 

This information was fupported by another depofition of Kifno Sonar, 
taken at the fame time upon oath, and fubferibed to in like manner, 
by the beforefaid Juftice of Peace j whereupon the complainant was 
happy in the thoughts that he fhould of courfc obtain juftice for the 
injuries he complained of, according to the eftablifhed laws of Eng- 
land. But upon finding that no warrant was ifliied, or bail required 
from the accufed party, nor any other fteps taken towards having the 
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affair tried at the following fefllons, the tradefman waited upon Mr. Ffloyer, 
who, to his aftoniffiment, threatened him with the Chawbuck and told him 
he had no bufinefs with the quarter feffions, but that his complaint (hould be 
tried at the Zemindar's court. 

Thus in order to evade a fair enquiry, to ferve a private purpofe hereafter 
to be taken notice of, was this affair transferred from Mr. Ffloyer •f*, Juftice 
cf Peace, to Mr. Ffloyer Zemindar, contrary to the exprefs directions of the 
charter of juftice, and againft the will of the complainant, who was after- 
wards totally precluded from juftice, and even from the knowledge of what 
was done refpedting his complaint, having never been any further called 
upon, and never having been able, r.otwithftanding repeated applications for 
that purpofe, to obtain copies of any proceedings whatever. 

Another extraordinary cafe was of Ramnaut, a black merchant, houfe- 
holdcr and inhabitant of Calcutta, who had formerly ferved as Banyan to 
Mr. George Cray, a gentleman then of the Council at Calcutta, it has 
been already faid, that the Secret, or Seledt Committee of Calcutta, in con- 
fequence of extraordinary powers from the Court of Diredlors, alTumed ju- 
rifai&ion to thcmfelves in even fuch as they pretended were criminal mat- 
ters. In confequencc of which it has been common for them, of their own 
mere motion, to feizc and imprifon the pretended Nabob's officers, as well 
as the principal merchants of the country, by military force, within the En- 

* The inflrument for flogging ufed at the Cutcherries. 

t In order to fave appearances for this extraordinary proceeding, at leaft in the eyes of 
the Court of Eaft India Directors, fomc months after tne tranfa&ion, Mr. Ffloyer entered a 
minute upon the confutations, or proceedings of the Council at Calcutta, fo called, 
wherein he endeavours to account for it in the words following. 

u In the month of Lft, when I was the a&ing Juftice and Zemindar, the Prefident 

c< delivered tome a complaint which had been preferred to the grand jury at the quarter fdflons, 
u by one Gocul Sonar, againft Nobekiflcn, and defired me to inquire into it as Zemindar. I 
44 did fo. Hut on attefting the depofitions which had been taken by me, I flgntd them as Juf- 
44 tic t of the Peace y inflead of Zemindar. I was not flnfeb'e of the m flake until the next mornings 

when I acquainted the Prefident with it ; and as a confirmation thereof referred him to the 
44 officer* of the Cutcherry, who were the only perfons made ufe of by me, during the whole 
u courfe of the enquiry. My report to the Prendcnt, which has been laid 
44 before this board, and the records of the Court of Zemindary, will, I hope, fufficiently 
44 evince, that I a£tcd therein, in the judicial capacity of Zemindar only , and not as out of bis 
44 Map fly's Jtflicts of the Peace ” 

If any thing more be requifite toexpofe the injuftice of this proceeding, or the futility of 
the excufc, which Mr. Ffloyer doubtlcfs thought fuflicient for the Court of Dire&ors, the 
reader is defired to remark, from the complainant’s depolition, that the information of the 
4th March 1767, which was the paper faid to be delivered to Mr. Ffloyer by Governor 
Vcrtlft, could have no conneftion with the information in queftion, of the 20th May 1767 : 
this laft, as figned by Mr Ffloyer, even referring to the former one, as having been laid 
afidc without cuufe, which was the reafon of the tradefman’s laft application pcrfonally to 
Mr. Ffloyer, as one of hit Majefty’s Jufticcs of the Peace, in order to have his complaint 
heard at the next quarter feffions. 

glifh 
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gli(h lettlcment j allb to withdraw the Company’s protedion, and to pro- 
nounce fcntencc of banifhmcnt againft perfons unaccufed and unheard, in 
calcs wherein the King in England could not do either one or the other. 

This Secret Committee or the Prefident, with the Committee’s fund ion, 
had, among others, fuddenly feized the before-mentioned Ramnaut fome 
time in the month of September 1765, and clofely confined him under a 
military guard for many months. The pretences then made ufe of bv the 
Committee for this extraordinary ad were, that he had been guilty of great 
extortions and malpradiccs in the Maldah country, (where Mr. Gray had 
refided as Chief of the Company’s fadory) and it would appear the Com- 
mittee officioully undertook the examination of thefe matters in Calcutta, to 
fave the NabSb that trouble. But the real caufes as alligned by others , 
with the greateft appearance cf truth, were in order to extort evidence from 
him againfl his faid matter, with whom the Committee were then engaged 
in'vcry rancorous party -difputes. Upon what foundation lie was confined, 
what hardships he and his family fuffered, or what elfe patted during this 
his firft confinement by the Committee, is foreign to our prefent purpofe to 
relate j fuffice it to fay, that after the purpofes for which he was confined 
had been ferved, he obtained his releafement, and for a long time con- 
tinued in Calcutta unmoleftcd, with the permifiion of appearing in the 
prefence of the Governor to make his Salaam f, among other merchants. 
Thus far was neceffary for the illuftration of the fad before us. 

This man complained, that during his faid confinement he had been 
plundered by one of his countrymen of property to a confiderable amount, 
and he wanted the permifiion of the Governor and Council to apply to the 
Englifh laws for red refs, not choofing to do it, for fear of giving offence j, 
without firft obtaining the permiflion of the Board. 

The following, being an exad copy of his addrefs to the Council, will 
beft fpeak for itfelf. 

* See Authentic Papers concerning India Affairs, pages 189, 190, 193, &c. 

t According to the Afiatic (tile, he who after any difgrace is permitted to appear in the 
Huzzoor Walla, or “ High Prefence,” to make the obeifance called a Salaam, is elteemed to 
be forgiven, and reftored to favour. 

% The offending party was the Governor’s BanySn, and alfo Banyin to the Secret Com- 
mittee. 
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“ To the Honourable Harry Verelft, Efquire, Prefident, &c. Gentlemen 

“ of the Council at Fort William. 

“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

“ I take the liberty of prefenting you with this humble addrefs for two- 
“ purpofes, both which 1 hope will be efteemed to merit the confideration 
“ of your Honourable Board. One is in order to put a flop to the cor- 
“ rupt practices of a man who has been intruded with the management of 
“ tranfa&ions of the higheft nature, and of the greateft importance to the 
“ affairs of the Honourable Company; and the other is in order to 
“ obtain julticc and rcllitution for tlic oppreflion and damage done me in 
“ particular. 

“ The grievance complained of is, my having to the amount of thirty-fix 
“ thoufand rupees extorfively exidted and taken from me by Nobekiflen 
“ Munfhy, during my late confinement, ex colorc officii, availing himfclf of 
“ my ignorance of the Englifh laws and cuftoms. 

“ He uied to vifit me in my confinement, and there, by threats and under 
“ various fcandalous, villanous and falfe pretences, did demand and receive. 
‘ * from me, 

“ In the month of Ograhn, a ring, value — rupees 14,20a 
“ Pous - - 500 gold mohfirs 
“ Choytro - 400 ditto 
“ Bludro - 500 ditto 

1,400 value - - - 20,000 

“ With two pieces of Bootedars, and fundry other 
“ tilings, given by his order to his people, value - 2,000 


“ Rupees * 36,200 

“ The pretences he made ufe of were, that he would preferve me,. 
“ or get me excufed from taking my oath upon the Ganges water be- 
“ fore the Seled Committee, that 1 might have the greater latitude for 
“ what I was to declare verbally ; that he would procure my u-leafement; 
“ that he would give me a -f Khelaat, and fend me away again | Dewan. 

* About 4,500]. 

t An honorary drefs, given to perfons upon their admiffion or entrance upon any newtruft 
•r employment. 

t Properly it is the officer of the Dewannee. Sec Chap. IV. But now every Englifh 
gentleman’s Head Bany&n is, by erntefy, called his Dewan. 
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“ to Maldah ; and that he would fave my life, which I was to be de- 
“ prived of, when he found it neceffitry to threaten me, 

“ I acknowledge my ignorance of the falutary laws of Great Britain, 
“ in fuftcring myfelf to be thus impofed upon, as well as my folly in 
“ having even fuppofed him to be of fuch confequcnce to the Honourable 
“ Seledt Committee. Yet as the well-being of the Honourable Cotn- 
“ pany’s affairs in a great meafure dep-.nds upon the impartiality and 
“ integrity of thofe whofe office does any ways concern the adminiftration 
“ and execution of juftice, or the common good of the fubjedt, I humbly 
“ hope ftill to obtain redrefs. 

“ And as I have heard much of the juftice of the Englifh laws, and 
“ am informed, that the Honourable the Court of Directors have been 
“ plcafed to order, that “ If a native chufes the decifion of his gric- 
“ vances by Englifh laws, thofe, and thofe only muff be purfued, and 
“ purfued according to the diredtions in the charter •" I am very defirous 
“ of laying my cafe before the juries at the next ieffions, where only, 
“ I am informed, it is cognizable. 

“ But left the preferring in that manner my complaint agninft him, 
“ whilft in office, fhould be of any detriment to the affairs of the Honourable 
“ Company under his management, I hereby fiift liumbly beg the per- 
“ miffion of the Honourable Board. 

“ And as the grievances I complain of tend manifeftly to the evil 
“ example of all others the Company’s Banyans in office, as well as to 
“ the great oppreffion and detriment of the native inhabitants in general, 
“ I humbly hope, Honourable Sir and Sirs, that you will plcafc to grant 
“ me the permiffion required, that I may be enabled to obtain redrefs 
“ and the reftitution of my property. 

“ I am, with the greateft refpeft, &c. &c. 

(Signed) “ RAMNAUT DASS.” 
“ Fort William, the 10th April 1 767.” 


This letter he lent to the Governor, then Harry Verclfl, Elq; who, 
on the 15th April, in the evening, fummoned Ramnaut before him, and 
having queffioned him in his chamber, in a particular manner, regarding 
the circumflances of his letter, difmifled him with affurances, tliat he 
fhould have the ftridteft juftice done him. 

Upon Ramnaut’s going out of the Governor’s chamber; and coming 

into the hall, he was fuddcnly tnct by a party of feapoys with fixed 

biivc’cts. 
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bayonets, commanded by two black officers, named Sontofe and Din- 
mahomcd, who in thnt inftant * feized him ; and, not permitting him to 
ride in his palanqucen, marched him on foot through the town, from 
the Governor’s to his own houfe, where they kept him in ftrift confine- 
ment, with guards upon his doors, and even in his innermoft apart- 
ments j not permitting any perfon but his own menial fervants to hav« 
m cel's to him. 

lie war, on a fubfequent day, again marched under the fame guard to 
the houfe of Governor Verelft ; who, notwithftanding Ramnaut’s letter 
was addiclTnl to the Governor and Council, thought proper to refer it 
to the Seii'ci and Secret Committee, who had fome private fittings upon 
the yfl'iii j in order, as was ufual among them on fuch occalions, to record 
fomething after their own way upon the face of their proceedings, which 
fhould have the farcical appearance of juflicc, to amufe the Directors. 
Ramnaut was, therefore, ieveral times conducted, under his guards, 
before the Secret Committee, where they did what they pleafed 5 and 
when they had done with him, ordered him back to confinement in his 
own houfe, where ccntinels were placed at every door and window. He 
remained in that fituation until Sunday the 3d May j 767 ; on the 
evening of which day he fent to inform the writer, he had juft received 
private intelligence, that orders had been received from Governor Vcrelft, 
then with the Nabob at Murfhedabild, to Mr. Cartier, then at Calcutta, 
to deliver him, Ramnaut, up to the Nab6b for confinement; which 
matter, notwithftanding other pretences, was a principal objedt of the 
Governor's vifit to the city. He farther acquainted the writer, he had 
intelligence, that it was intended to fend him away that evening ; and 
begged he would tome to his houfe, to help him to fccure his effects. 
Accordingly the writer went to his houfe, towards night, and faw him 
in ftridt confinement, under charge of a party of foldiers, commanded by 
a black officer, named Rambukfh, greatly terrified, and in tears. Upon 
the writer’s expoftulating with him, and afking him the reafon of his 
dejedtion, he anfwered, that he was under ftrong apprehenfions of being 

• In a Secret Committee, held at Calcutta the 18th April 1767, at which were prefent, 
Harry Vcrelft, Efqj President, with Mefirs. John Cartier, Claud Ruflell and Alexander 
Campbell, Governor Vcrelft entered a minute on thofe Secret Proceedings ; wherein he ac- 
quainted his brother Committee-men, that he had fo feized and confined Kamnaut, u becaufe 
11 he had reafon to believe he was the inftrument of a concealed fa&ion againftNobeki^^en, , * 
(whowa9, as before obferved, his Bany$n, as well as Banyan to the Committee) “ and 
IC therefore he had ordered him under a guard, to prevent his being tampered with, and in« 
ftru&ed in his evidence, until he could be examined by the Committee,” In vain do 
Englilhmen exclaim againft the proceedings of a Baftile, or an Inquifition, while practices 
of this nature are fuffered to pafs in a Britnb Settlement unpunifhed, 

murdered. 
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murdered, when out of the diftri&s of Calcutta. The writer comforted 
him as well as he could, by aduring him, that no Gnglilhman would be 
concerned in fo horrid an ad, or permit the Nabtb , or bis officers , to per- 
petrate it : whereupon he exclaimed againft the Englilh laws, and be- 
wailed the misfortunes which he faid his miftaken notions of their jufticc 
had drawn upon him. 

This difeourfe was fcarcely ended, when there came another party 
of armed foldiers, under command of another black officer, named 
Muraad Khawn, with three fervants of the Governor, named Peer Ma- 
homed, Doft Mahomed, and Gordal Sing ; faying, they had the Gover- 
nor’s orders to carry him, Ramnaut, away to the Nab6b. This was like 
the arrival of a death-warrant to this diftreffed man. He changed co- 
lour, and trembling begged for time to arrange his affairs and fecure 
his papers, which only brought upon him fevere abufe and ill treatment. 
When the writer remonflrated with the feapoys thereon, telling them, 
he was fure fuch rigour was not ufed by order of the Governor, they 
even prefented to him the butt-ends of their mufquets : and in this 
fituation they haftily obliged Ramnaut, without any preparation for his 
journey, or arrangement of his affairs, to quit his houfe ; pulling him 
into the ftreet, where they bound his hands, and then hauled him 
through the town to a boat that had been prepared for carrying him away. 

By letters, afterwards received from him, it appeared, that he was 
usually transferred to the Nabob at Murlhedahad, for confinement, 
dming which time his family, at Maldah, was put to the greateft hard- 
ships and diftrefles : and after about feventeen months imprilonment, the 
writer received a letter from him, in the Bengal language, of which the 
following is a tranflation. 

“ On the 28th of the month Serrabon (or 9th Auguft) 1768, the 
“ Nabdb Mahomed Rcza Khawn delivered me over to Baboo * Ong- 
<< noofing, who demanded from me 60,000 rupees ; viz. 

On account Mr.* Verelft’s fait * 48,000 

u Ditto boats - 7,000 

“ Ditto wages to the boat people - 5,000 

“ Current rupees - 60,000 


» An officer of the Nabob’s, who fuperintended the bufmefs of the Cutcherries. 

4 This was part of the private fall concerns, taken notice of in our Xllltli Chapter. 


“ I there- 
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“ I thereupon told him, that no part of the demand was juft, except 
“ for the fait ; on which account I had already paid Mr. Verelft, by the 
“ hands of Mr. Richard Barvvell, thirty-one thoufand two hundred Sunott 
“ rupees; — that the balance which might be due, after crediting me 
“ for fundry difputed articles, as might be adjufted, I was ready to 
“ pay. That the amount of the boats was not due from me, for I 
“ never received them. On hearing this, Baboo Ongnoofing became 
“ very angry, and abufed me very much ; fending for the * Chora and 
“ Chorry, and faying, he would tie me up to the *f* Seepiyah, and flog 
“ the money out of me. At laft, he told me to fend for the papers or 
“ letters regarding the boats and the money paid, at the fame time order- 
“ ing me to pay, on account of the balance of the falt-money, eleven 
“ thoufand two hundred ficca rupees, on the fpot. After this, he ordered 
“ the feapoys to take me away, and, by the ufe of force, to fee that the 
“ money was paid on that day. 

“ I was in confequence thereof very ill treated, and on the next morn- 
“ ing was again fent for ; when he told me, I could only live by paying 

“ the money. I was afterwards carried to the J Khalfa Cutcherry, by 

“ order of the Nab6b Mahomed Reza Khawn ; who himfelf calling me 
“ before him, ordered me to pay the faid money. I reprefented, that I 
“ had no objection to pay the amount of the fait.; but hoped I Ihould be 

“ thereupon releafed from confinement, and have a fhort time allowed 

“ me. Upon which the faid Nab6b became very angry ; faid, he would 
“ have the money at any rate and immediately lent for the Seepiyah 
“ and Chawbuck. There was then prefent Baboo Ongnoofing and Ram- 
11 kifiore Sene, the Governor’s Banyan’s § Vakeel, with whom the 
“ Nab6b confulted a little, and then ordered the feapoys to take me back 
“ to my prifon ; telling me, if 1 did not pay the money within one 
“ month, he himfelf would pay it, and hang me for it. In thi9 affair, 
“ whatever the Governor’s Banyan writes, that is and will be the law ; 
“ and I am afraid there is a defign upon my life. Do you, therefore, I 
“ pray, for God’s fake, make application on my behalf ; and become an- 
“ lwerable for the payment of the money, if I can be releafed from my 
“ confinement on tnoie terms. Dated the 8th of the month Bhadro, or 
“ 2 1 Auguft 1768.” 

‘Two fpecies of whips ufed in the Cutchcrriea. 

\ An engine ufed in the Cutcherries, confiding of three bamboes, cre£ted in a triangle, 
with a rope hanging from the centre, to tic and I'ufpend the culprit during flagellation. 

t The Cutcherry where the Nabob fits in perfon, when he choofcs to tranfaft bufinefs 
himfelf. 

§ A Charge des affaires, which every great man (fuch as a Governor’s Banyan ncceffarily 
is) keeps at court. 


At 
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At the fame time this mifcrable victim wrote a letter to the Governor 
of Calcutta, of which letter, as delivered into the Council, the follow- 
ing, being an exaft literal tranflation, may alfo ferve as a fpecimcn of 
the Bengal epiftolary ftyle. . 

“ To the Great andGreateftof Governors. 

Siri, Siri, Ram * / 

“ This petition of me •f your flave, Ramnaut Daf% who mod refpedt- 
“ fully and reverently addrefl'es you, and prays for the increafe of your 
“ riches and profperity, reprcfents, that I, your petitioner, only to ob- 
“ tain juftice for myfelf, made application at your feet. From the ill 
“ fortune ftampt on my forehead I did not obtain juftice, but was 

“ imprifoned and fent here ; where I am yet confined, having been a 

“ prifoner, on and off, for near three years. There is nothing wanting 
“ to the completion of my mifery ; and my family are diftrelfcd even for 
“ viduals. I am now extremely hard prefied for the falt-money. Agree - 
“ ably to order I formerly paid, on account of that demand, thirty-one 
“ thoufand two hundred Sunott rupees to || Mr. Barwell, and the rc- 
“ mainder, which may be juftly due, I never objeded to the payment 

“ of. I therefore humbly petition, that you will order the relcafcrncnt 

“ of your fiave, and I will take ca*e and pay the money. 1 am a forlorn 
“ man. I have nobody capable of affording me protedion. You arc 
“ God’s deputy, and the giver of the laws. Be pleafed to lave the life 
“ of your forlorn fiave, by ordering his releafement. This is the requeft 
“ he humbly lays at your feet. Dated the 8th of the month Bhadrd, 
“ or the 2 ill Auguft 1768.” 

The pretence again made ufe of on the Records of the Secret Com- 
mittee for this l'econd imprifonment of Ramnaut, and fending him to 
the Nabob, was, “ That he might be delivered up to the country govern- 
“ merit," (which had not been done before) “ to be made accountable for 
“ the numberlefs extortions and villanies he had been guilty of at Mal- 
“ dah, and other places within the government’ s juriJ'diBion. Never- 
thelefs, no fuch extortions or villanies were ever legally proved againfl 

* This is one of their many invocations of God, fet at the beginning of all writings. 

In the Bengal original, the word Saheb, Matter or Lord, is lubftituted for this pro- 
noun, as “ the Lord’s flave” — “ the Lord’s imereafe of riches.” 

{ The Gcntoos, who are great predeftinarians, believe that every man’s fortune is written 
on his forehead from the moment of his birth. 

| The writer was informed by Mr. Richard Barwell, that he had aflually rcceiv-’d 31:00 
Suuott Rupees on this account. 

[0] him; 
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him ; nor, to the time of his writing, the foregoing letters, had any 
ncrfon ever confronted him with any complaints before the Nabob , nor 
Jjad the Nabob made any other demands on. him than thole mentioned- 
in his before-recited letters. 

Whatever might have been the man’s crimes, nothing can vindicate 
the mode of proceeding againft him; nor can any ftory, however plau- 
fiblc or well contrived, convince the public,, that it was juft to deny this, 
merchant the means of obtaining juftice, and to transfer his complaints 
iiom the fair and open trial of juries, to the clandeftine proceedings of. 
a junto of three or four, bound to each other by oaths or fecrecy, who. 
at the feme time were, in effeX, his original and p.refent accufers and 
opprefi'ors* and who could, as we may now juftly conclude, . have no 
other views in this clandeftine work than to keep from, the light their 
other dark proceedings, which they were doubtlels apprehenfive a pub- 
lic trial of the complaints againft NobekifTen, the Banyin to. the Select 
and Secret Committee, might ferve effectually to difclofe. This alfo* 
was the real motive that we before promifed to enlarge upon, andv 
which occafioned a fuppreflion of the complaint of GocuL Sonar *. 

One more extraordinary inftance we will give of the convenient ufes 
which are made of the Nabdbs by the Governor and Council in Cal- 
cutta, under whole direction alone they aX, whenever it isneccflary for 
any private purpofe to opprefs individuals ; and this is of certain Ar- 
menian merchants of cftablilhed credit and reputation, who, like many 
hundreds of others, had been long eftablilhed in India, and were at this 
time peaceably engaged in carrying on their own mercantile bufinefs in 
the dominions bordering on Bengal, which the Company had taken, 
from, and afterwards reftored to the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah. The bu- 
finefs they carried on greatly interfering with the private views of the 
Governor and feme of the Council at Calcutta, and their connexions, 
it was thought neceflary to have them removed. Not contented with 
their being fuddenly i'eized by the Company’s troops and confined,, 
without ever being accufed, confronted, or heard upon an y pre tended,, 
crime or mifbehaviour whatever in thejlomimons of Si ijaK al D g wlah, 
The' GoveFnor and^Council Had them brought down into their own pro- 
vinces, where they could more conveniently manage them, and where 

4 The Eaft India Direftors have been long poflefled of all the papers relative to the pro- 
ceedings concerning Gocul and Ramnaut* if they think thofc proceedings, difguifed as the 
writer knows them to be, will ftand the teft of iofpeftion, it is hoped they will, for the ho- 
nour of their fervants, lay them before the public ; or otherwife, that they will do it for the 
honour of national juftice, in expofing the parties who have offended, either by uniuftly 
promoting or fupprefling fuch complaints ; or at leaft for their own vindication, in publi/h- 
ing to tht the juft refentment they may hayc ftewa againll the principal delinquents 
in fuch infwovii tranfa£lioae fc 

they 
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tliey were kept imprifoned for fome months, to the utter ruin of them- 
fclves and families. After they had been long enough imprifoned to 
ferve the purpofes intended, they were fet at liberty, but without being 
acquainted with any reafon for luch imprifonment : and, defpairing of 
ever obtaining juftice in Bengal, two of them came over in queft of it 
to England where, flattering themfelves that the Court of Dire&ors 
would naturally difcountenance fuch oppreflion, they prefented a very 
refpedtful petition to the Court ; which, as it will give the beft ftate of 
their cafe, we will prefent the reader with a copy or, as follows. 

“ To the Honourable the Court of Directors, for the Affairs of 
“ The Honourable the United Company of Merchants of Eng- 
** land, trading to the East Indies. 

“ The Petition of Gregore Cojamaul and Johannes Padre Rafael, 

- ** Armenian Merchants, late of Bengal, 

4 

Humbly Sheweth, 

That your petitioners, who are natives of Ifphahan in Perfia, have 
** for many years reiided in India, particularly in the provinces an- 
«« nexed to Bengal, and in the dominions of the different princes bor- 
“ dering upon thofe provinces, where they have carried on, for them- 
“ felves and others, a very extenfive trade, always with the permifiion 
“ and approbation of the different princes, in whofc dominions your 
“ petitioners reiided ; always paying the duties exadted by fuch princes, 
“ and always chearfully fubmitting themfelves to the laws of fuchcoun- 
“ tries. 

“ That it has ever been the cuftom, from time immemorial, for 
“ Greeks, Georgians, Turks, Perfians, Tartars, Cafhmeerians, Ar- 
“ menians, and other nations, to refort to and traffic in India, where 
** the country Nab6bs, feniible of the benefits ariiing from the refort of 
“ foreign merchants and the increafe of trade, have at all times encou- 
ragea fuch perfons to the utmoff of their power. 

“ That befides their own traffic, your petitioners likewife, for about 
11 feven years laft part, have been honoured with buiinefs upon com- 
“ miflion from fundry Englifh gentlemen, feveral of whom are now in 
** England. 

“ That your petitioners in fuch tranfaflions have ever afterl to the 
** fatisfadion of their conftituents, and with credit to themfelves j hav- 
“ ing ever ftudioufly avoided interfering in any other th'an their own 
“ mercantile affairs ; and they have ever been wcll-wilhers to the Ho- 

[ O 2 ] “ nourablc 
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“ nourablc Englifh Eafi. India Company, having never, in the moft 
u diftant manner, afted contrary to the interefts of that Company. 

“ That your petitioners were lately refident in the dominions of the 
“ Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, and the Rajah Bulwant Sing, who, to the 
“ great furprizc of your petitioners, received orders from your Prefidency 
'* of Calcutta, or Fort William, to banifh your petitioners out of their 
“ countries. 

“ That thofc princes communicated the orders which they had re- 
“ ccived from your faid Prelidency to your petitioners, who had the 
“ honour to be favoured with the friendfhip of the faid princes ; who 
“ propofed various expedients to fereen your petitioners from violence, 

as your petitioners can fhew by authentic documents in their hands, 
“ to the fatisfaiftion of this Honourable Court. 

“ That the friendfhip of thofe princes having induced them to evade 
“ the immediate execution of fuch tyrannical orders, for which they 
“ knew no caufc, your Prefident Mr. Verelft wrote again in repeated 
“ letters, and in the moft peremptory terms, to have your petitioners 
“ feized, imprifoned, and fent down into the Company’s provinces to 
“ Patna and Murfhcdabad j and for fear of farther delays or evafions, 
“ orders were given to the immediate fervants of the Englifh Com- 
“ pany, who were employed to feize and imprifon your petitioners, as 
“ they arc likewife ready to prove to the fatisfaftion of this Honourable 
*' Court, by authentic documents and writings under the hands and feals 
“ of the faid Company’s fervants. 

'* That accordingly your petitioners were feized in the moft fudden, 
" cruel and inhuman manner, and brought down to the Company’s 
“ factories at Patna and Murfhedabad, being obliged to quit inftantly all 
“ they were poffeffcd of in that country, to a very confiderable amount, 
** together with their books and papers, and the effects of many other 
“ perfons with which they were intruded, and for which they are ac- 
“ countable. 

“ That during the confinement of your petitioners, their relations 
“ did deliver to your Prefident, Mr. Harry Verelft, fundry petitions, 
“ particularly one of the 15th May 1768, undone of the 13th June 
“ 1768, (which your petitioners imagine ftand recorded upon your Cal- 
“ cutta confultations) requefting the releafement of your petitioners, and 
“ offering to give any fuch fecurity for money, or the appearance of 
“ your petitioners, as might appear reafonable to your laid Prefident 
•* and Council. 

“ That the faid petitions were paid no regard to, but your peti- 
“ tioners were continued under confinement ; your petitioner Gregore 

“ Cojamaul 
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“ Cojamaul having been confined from the 14th March 1768 to the 
“ 23d May 1768, being two months and nine days j and your pet i- 
“ tioner Johannes Padre Rafael, from the 27th March 1768 to the 
“ 28th Auguft 1768, being five months ; during which time they were 
“ treated worfc than convicted felons ; Cogee Rafael being firft im- 
“ prifoned in a horfe-ftable, and afterwards both kept in dole confine- 
“ ment under a ftrong guard of the Company’s Teapoys, with fixed 
“ bayonets, who never luffered your petitioners to llir out of their 
“ fight. 

“ That being at laft releafed from confinement, your petitioners and 
“ their friends waited upon your Prefident, Mr. Harry Vcrelft, not 
“ only to be acquainted what were the caufes of his difplcafurc, and 
“ why they had been confined, but requefting leave to return up the 
“ country to fecure their effeds and outftanding concerns, thereby to 
“ preferve themfelves and families from ruin j but, to the misfortune 
“ of your petitioners, all their applications were paid no regard to, nor 
“ could they ever obtain any fatisfadion, or be acquainted why they 
“ had been thus capricioufly impritbned for fo long a time, and then 
“ fet at liberty, without being accufed of even a fictitious inifde- 
“ meanor ? 

“ That, to the great aftonilhment of your petitioners, upon their 
“ arrival in Calcutta, they were informed, that your Governor, Mr. 
“ Harry Verelft, and his Council had been pleated to puhlilh an edid, 
«* under date of the 1 8th May 1768, prohibiting all Armenians, Por- 
“ tugueze and their defendants, from refuting or trading in am part 
“ out of the provinces of Bengal, Bahdr and Orifj'a ; or attempting t? 
“ tranfport any merchandize beyond thofe provinces, under penalty of the 
“ utmojl fevere corporal punijhment, and the conffcatlon of Juch mereh.vi- 
“ dizei an attefted notorial copy of which molt extraordinary public 
“ edid * is in the hands of your petitioners, for the infpedion of tins 
“ Honourable Court. 

“ That your petitioners w r ere hereby not only deprived, among 
“ others, of thofe rights which were due to them, as men, by the law 
“ of nations, but were deprived of that freedom of trade which their 
“ nation had always enjoyed in the times of the worlt of the ancient 
“ Black Nab6b$, and in particular were alfo deprived of all hopes 
“ of ever recovering thofe effeds from wliich they had been thus for- 
“ cibly and capricioufly taken. 


* See this Edift, in the Appendix, N° XXIX. .page 8c. 


" That 
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“ That your petitioners, who have been therefore fteceffitated at a 
“ great expence to come to England for jufticc, now appeal to the 
“ equity of this Honourable Court ; requefting, that they will either 
“ indemnify your petitioners for the great Ioffes they fuftain, or that 
“ they will be pleafed to order home, to anfwer for themfelves, tht 
“ Preiident Mr. Verelft, and fuch of the Company’s fervants as to this 
“ Honourable Court may appear to have been the ading perfons in the 
“ oppreffions complained of. 


41 And your petitioners, as in duty bound, 
“ lhall ever pAy. 

“ London, the 12th Sep- 

“ tember 1769.” (Signed) " GREGORE COJAMAUL, 

“ JOHANNES PADRE RAFAEL." 

It was natural forthefe injured Armenian merchants, who then knew 
but little of the flate of the Company and the party views of its Direc- 
tors, to imagine that the Court would have (hewn fome readinefs, if not 
a ferious dii'pofition to redrefs their wrongs. But, to their fhame be it 
Jpoken ! the petition is faid to have been thrown afrde, and to have 
lain by, unanswered and difregarded to this day ; while thele foreign 
gentlemen, as is faid, have been left to feek redrefs at law, exactly in 
the diftrelsful fituation already deferibed ; expofed to the neceffity. of 
fending commiflions to India for evidence, and of waiting for the pre- 
carious arrival of their oppreffors from India; fome or whom may 
perhaps fhamelefsly attempt to fereen themfelves by the p radii fed and 
now ufual fubterfuge, of pretending the matter complained of was 
tranfaded by The Nab6b, in the extra-judicial diftrids of the 
charter. 

Many other inftances might be given, to prove^he badnefs of th« 
government, police, and adminiftration of juftice in thofe diftant do- 
minions ; fome of which, though there looked upon as trifles *, would 
in this country be confidered as matters of the mod ferious confe- 
quence. Indeed to enumerate all the fads of that nature which have 
come within the writer’s knowledge, would be to All a large folio volume. 

It 

* Such as a matter’s fending, upon his Ample note (or Chit , as there called) a native fcr- 
vant to the Zemindar, to receive a flagellation at the Cutchcrry i or the collecting by a mi- 
litary force, two or three dozen of Englifhmen, inhabitants of the Icttleincnf, and confining 
them, in a dungeon in the New Fort, for a day or two. This the writer himfclf know* to 
have been done, on a Ample verbal order, from a late Right Honourable Governor. The 
occafion was this.— -Complaints were made, that many Europeans kept public houfes, for 
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ft would moreover be a talk (hocking to humanity ; and as it is prc- 
fbmed fufficient have already been produced to convince the reader of 
the truth of our aflertions upon the fubjeCl-matter of this chapter, we 
(hall haften to a conclufion of it. Should the curious reader wifh to 
be farther informed, relative to other fadts than what are here proved 
refpedting our aflertions, we beg leave to refer him to our 14th chap- 
ter, on Opprellions and Monopolies in general, and to the Papers in 
our Appendix, N°‘ XXX, XXXI, XXXII, and XXXIII, pages 81 to 
1 2 1, &c. as well as to every other part of this work, where fomething 
will in all places be found to corroborate what is here advanced. 

Upon the whole of what has been faid, it furely will be allowed, that 
in the fituation in which matters now Hand, juilice can never prevail 
agaiolt the will of power in India ; and can be rarely worth purluing 
from thence to England, even in the very few cafes where it is practi- 
cable, at lea£t in a judicial way : fo that, without an effectual reforma- 
tion here, or till the laws are made to operate with fufficient efficacy in 
thofe regions, all people muft live there unprotected by laws, and always 
liable to be deprived of their rights even as men, from the laws of na- 
ture, as well as of thofe bleffings that are peculiar to the laws of Eng- 
land ; which, if duly enforced from hence by neceffary checks and 
controul, and impartially executed there, by independent, capable, and 
difinterefted judges, would prove a lafting fecuritv to the interefl of the 
Company j and, with rendering the poffeffion or thofe dominions the 
envy and admiration of all neighbouring ftates, would likewife bid 
faireft for eftablifhing the permanency of thofe rcfourccs which this 
nation has a right to cxpeCt from fubjeCted provinces fo extenfive and 
wealthy. 


the retailing of a fpirituous liquor called Pariar Arrack, to the great debauchery of the foj- 
diery. They were immediately ordered to be fought after, and carried to the New Fort; 
and the execution of this commiflion was left to the black fcapoys, who were difpatched for 
that purpofe.. A3 it was left to the difcrction of thofe ignorant people, many innocent tradef- 
men were involved with others who really did fell this liquor, and all were promifeuoudy 
condu&ed to prifon in this wanton manner : for which kinds of violences, there is no legal 
redrefs or fatisfa&ion to be obtained, .however innocent of guilt the injured parties may bo 
pfoved. 


0 h a p. 
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C H A r. X. 

Of the different COVENANTS and LICENCES under which 
British Subjects refort to the EAST INDIES for the Pur- 
poi'e of RESIDING THERE. 

I T is well known, by the charters, and ads of parliament confirming 
them, which are at prefent in force, and were originally made with 
a view only of learning to the Company the cxclufive right of trade to 
and from the Eaft Indies, that no Britilh fubjeds can iafely venture 
even to breathe the air of India, without having firft obtained the per- 
million of the Company. 

Britilh fubjedts relbrting to the Eaff Indies for the purpofe of refiding 
there, go out cither in a military or civil capacity : the former, in dif- 
ferent ilations, from the common foldier and cadet to the general of- 
ficer ; and the latter, as covenanted-fervants, free merchants, or free 
mariners. 

In the regular courfe of the Company’s bufinefs, as eitablifhed after 
the union of the two Companies, it has been ufual, except on fome very 
particular occafions, for the civil fervants to go out as Writers, not 
under, and generally at the age of fixteen years, upon their oWn pe- 
tition, or requell ; and to rife by rotation or feniority in India, to the 
flations of Fadors, junior and lenior Merchants, Counfellors and Go- 
vernors. On fuch petition being conlidercd and granted by the Board 
of Diredors, they tender to the young candidate a long printed inden- 
ture to fign, as drawn up by their own lawyers, wherein, among many 
other articles, the youth is made to fign to certain agreements and con- 
ditions between the Company and himfelf, as follow. 

“ That upon the fpecial requeft: and intreaty of him, A. B. the Com- 
“ pany have received him into their fervice, as their writer (fador, 
“ or otherwife) to l’crve them for the fpace of years *, to be 

“ employed on their bufinefs in any place within their limits, between 
“ the Cape of Good Hope and the Streights of^agellan, and engage 
“ to pay him for the fame the wages of pounds per annum Hp- 

“ And he, A. B. engages, that until the full expiration of the faid 
“ years, he will feiwe them honeftly and diligently j obferve 

“ and fulfil all orders of the Company, or their repreftntatives in India, 

* The ufual term upon the original indenture for all writers is five years. 

"t UAially fifteen pounds per annum for awriter* 

“ refilling 
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<* refilling all thofe who Avail endeavour to break fuch orders or in- 
“ flrudions ; will not do, or fuller to be done any thing to the Com- 
“ pany’s prejudice •, give the Directors the earliclt intelligence of all 
« deceits, wrongs, abufes and breaches of orders, and that he will 
“ keep and conceal the Company’s feercts *. And hr, A. B. fllfo cove- 
«< Hants and agrees, that before he leaves the Company's Jett lenient s he will 
“ faithfully pay -f* and difeharge all fuch fums as may be juflly indebted 
“ to any of the black merchants, or natives, or to any other foreigners or 
“merchants, not being the fubjebh of bis Majefy. And upon condition 
“ 0 f his keeping and performing his covenants, the Company agree, 
« that for the faid term of years, he, the laid A. B. lhall be 

<< freely permitted to trade and traffic lor his own account only, from 
“ port to port in India, or clfewhere within the limits alorefaid, (but 
“ not to or from any place without the lame) without any interruption 
“ or hindrance from them the faid Company, or their luccclfors ; lb as 
“ the faid trade be fubjedt to fuch rules and limitations as the Court of 
« Directors {hall, from time to time, diredt or appoint, and be not to 
*< t h e hurt of the Company, or their commerce. And farther, in cafe 
<< he the faid A. B. lhall walle or make life of the Company’s trea- 
« f U r C> become indebted to the Company, or in any wile make de- 
« hx U lt in performance of his covenants, in fuch cate he lhall not be 
<< i n titlcd to any of the advantages intended him, but on the contrary, 
“ it lhall then be lawful for the Company, or their Governor and 
« Council, to feize and detain the effects of him, A. B. until fatisfac- 
“ non be made. And Jorafmurh as grievous cowl taints, as is /aid, fate 
“ been made to the Company, that fcvcrtil of their Governors, Counfe/lon, 
« firftors, and other Servants have committed very heinous and grievous 
“ offences in their fathrics, and other places within their /aid limits of 
ii f r( ,dc, by unjujlly menacing, imprifoning, a fault mg, ebupig, and evil 
“ treating the natives ami black merchants, and by means of fuch violences , 
« abufes and injuries, have extorted and forced great fums of money and 


• It is fomethiti" remarkable, that this covenanted obligation to hep and conceol th Compa- 
- ffertt,, is without limit, or the qualifying cxplanatoiy word Lwful-, contrary as we 
aoDrehend, to general p.adhce in England, where the covenanting fcivant binua himlelfon- 

)v to keep his made, ’s lawful fcc.cts, nor can legally bind hhnfelt to d- more. But now 

Jit), rcjrai'd to Kail India affairs, we fee ell terms and conditions, as well as al prattiec, muff 
be abfohite, as thefe kinds of obligations ate made ; and yet it is potlible for the India Com- 
pany to have fecrets, which it would be a ve.y great crime fur any Br.alh lubjeet to 

C TTt iswr rthy of note, that though the Company hereby make their fe. rants engage nor to 
‘heir kttlcmcrts without hi If d.fehaiging all debt* due f.om them to the natives, y t 
r now make no fcruple of fuddenly forcing perfons away U. Euro, e, without ti n, b- 
' J .h' mfcKes about the jultiec due to the natives ; bccauk they have nothing to Ear luu. 
U pri/Z NMu in conference of any complaints wl„ch thofe natives can m ike 
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“ other valuable ejfcfts from fuch injured perfons , who , by reafon of the- 
“ great dijlance from this kingdom , and the wholefome laws thereof, and 
“by the reafon that the fa id Company have not been enabled to obtain and 
" render fat isf a ft ion for fuch injuries , have been remedilefs : Therefore it 
H is alfo covenanted, between the faid A B. and the J 'aid United Com- 
“ pany, that in cafe the J'aid A . B. Jhall be accufed of any fuch violences,. 
“ it Jhall be lawful for fuch injured perfons to fend over complaints and 
“ attefations of fuch mifdemeanors, in writing, to the Court of Direftors , 
“ to whom it Jhall be lawful to enquire into the truth of fuch complaints, 
“ by all fuch ways and means as they Jhall think jufl and equitable, and. 
*' to judge, determine, and award fatisfaftion and reparation jor the fame,. 
" to be made to the faid Company for the benefit of fuch injured perfons,. 
“ by the faid A . B. who agrees faithfully to pay the fums fo awarded.. 
“And forafmuch as it frequently happens, as is faid, that the fervants. 
“ of the Company, by a combination among themfelves, adjuft and, 
“ pafs their own accounts with the Company, in order to preclude any. 
“ review, alteration, or conteft of the fame, it is, therefore, further 
“ agreed, that all and every account of the faid A. B. with the faid, 
" Company, fo ftated, adjufted, balanced, or fignedin the Eaft Indies, 
“ lhall at all times be taken and efteemed to be open accounts,, 
“ formed and prepared only for the infpedtion, correction, or appro - 
“ bation of the Company, and lhall not in any article bind or conclude 
“ them. And the faid A. B. covenants alfo, that he will not be con- 
“ cerned, direCtly or indirectly, in any fort of commerce from Europe. 
“ to the Eaft Indies, or from the Eaft Indies to Europe, on his own. 
" account, under penalty of paying double the value of all goods fo. 
“ traded for, of forfeiting all benefits and advantages intended him. 
“ by and from the faid Company, and of ceafing to be their fervant,. 
“ or agent. And, in order to a difeovery of, and a fatisfa&ion for fuch. 
“ illicit trade, the faid A. B. confents, that it lhall be lawful for the 
“ Company to file any bill or bills of difeovery againft him in the, 
“ Chancery or Exchequer, to which he will not demur, or plead in 
“ bar of difeovery, nor allege any matter whatfoever, whereby to pre- 
“ vent or preclude the Company from the relief fought 'by fuch bill ;, 
“ and in confideration of the difeovery, or difclofure arifing from a full 
“ and true anfwer of the faid A. B. the Company agree to be fatisfied' 
“ for the damages on account of the faid illicit trade, upon receiving 
“ the fum of fifty pounds for every one hundred pounds of the goods, 
“ fo traded for, in lieu of the beforefaid double value of the fame. And,. 
“ laftly, it is provided, that if the faid A. B. continue longer than the. 
** faid term of years in the fervice of the Company, fuch 

“ continuance. 
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<* cofttinuance lhall be upon the fame terms and conditions as are fpe- 
** cified in the faid indenture j fave and except, that if the faid A. B. 
** lhall rife to any fuperior ftation, he (hall receive fuch wages as arc 
“ ufually paid to officers or fervants in 1 the like advanced ftations." 

To one part of thefe indentures given to A. B. the Company's Secre- 
tary fets their common feal ; and the other part, left with the Company, 
is executed in form, under the hand and feal of the young tyro, who 
alfo gives fccurity in the fum of five hundred pounds for the perform- 
ance of his part of the covenants, and trufls to the honour of the Com- 
pany for the performance of theirs. 

The fame covenants have been ufually entered into by thofe who 
went out in any fuperior ftation, varied only with regard to the period of 
fervitude (if there is any difference therein) a larger falary, and giving 
fecurity * for a larger fum. 

The indentures or covenants into which it has been ufual for thofe to 
•enter who go out under the denomination of Free Merchants, are in 
fubftance as follows. 

“ That A. B. having upon his own /pedal requeft obtained permif- 

fion of the Court of Directors of the laid United Company, to go to 
“ there to dwell and inhabit, together with free liberty t* 

“ ufe and exercife any trade and commerce in the way of a merchant, 
“ or otherwife, in any commodities whatfoever, td and from any ports 
■“ and places in the faid Eaft Indies, or elfewhere, within the limits of 
“ the Company’s charter, from the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights 
“ of Magellan, but not to or from any place without the faid limits ; 
“it is covenanted and agreed between the faid A. B. and the laid 
“ Company, that he the laid A. B. as alfo his wife, if he (hall have 
“ any, together with fuch children and fervants as have the libertv of 
44 the faid Company for that purpofe, (hall, during the time of their 
“ refpedtive abodes in the Eaft Indies, refide and dwell at as 

4t inhabitants thereof ; and (hall not remove to or refide in any other 
“ place or part of the Eafi Indies , fave at And that he A* B. 

“ s/he Jhall fo long live 9 Jhall and will refide and be at one or other of the 
4t Jhid placet for the term of *f* years, before his return to Great Bri - 

L. 500 
1000 

— 2000 
3000 

— 4000 

— j 0000 


* The writer gives fecurity for the performance of his covenants in the fum of 
Junior Merchant — — — 

t Generally, the time ftipulated is fiveycar*^ 


“ tain # 
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“ tain, unlefs be pall obtain liberty to return fooner , by writing from the 

V Court of Direthrs and that he will not receive any conlignments 

“ from Great Britain, except only for diamonds and diamond-boart, 
“ or fuch other commodities as Hull be liccnfed by the Company, he 
“ A. B. paying to the Company’s Governor one per cent, upon the 
“ value of fuch conlignments. And alfo, that neither he A. B. nor his 
** wife, children, or fervants, by bis privity, fall, direblly nor indireftly, 
“ write, or caufe to be written over to Europe, any thing or matter 
“ relating to the Company's trade in India or Europe, except to the Court 
“ of Directors ; nor be concerned in any trade or merchandize from 
“ Europe to India, or from India to Europe, other than fuch as be 
“ liccnfed by the laid Company. And alfo, that he A. B. will give a 
“ faithful account of his trade from port to port to the Company’s Go- 
“ vernor and Council, at the place where he (hall refide, in order for 
** the fame to be entered in a regiftry at the factory. And that he will 
“ pay all fuch duties and cuftoms as lhall be appointed by the Com- 
** pany, or their reprefentatives, at the ports or places where fuch 
“ trade lhall be carried on ; and will be fubjedt to fuch other regula- 
“ tions as they lhall think reafonable, for the better government of 
u their trade in, to, and from the Ball Indies. And A. B. further 
“ agrees, that whenever the Company, or their Court of DireStors, fall 
u apprehend his refidence or trade, within the limits aforefaid, to be in- 
“ convenient to them, and fall thereupon order him to remove to Great 
“ Britain, he the faid A. B. lhall ana will, within one year after notice, 
“ tranfport himfelf, family, and effefts to Great Britain, in the Ihips 
“ employed by the faid Company, and no other : which effedts lhall be 
“ returned in diamonds, or diamond-boart, or fuch other commodities 
“ as lhall from time to time be licenfed, or allowed by the Company, 
“ or elfe in bills of exchange drawn on the faid Court of Diredtors, 
“ and not otherwife. And the faid Company do covenant, promife , and 
“ agree to and with the faid A. B. that upon bis obferving and perform - 
“ ing the covenants and agreements, in the faid indenture exprejjed, faith- 
“ fully and truly , he the faid A, B. shall enjoy the Company’s 
“ protection within the limits of their charter. And 
“ the laid A. B. further engages, that he will not trade, correfpond, 
“ or deal with any perfon or perfons who do or lhall trade within thole 
“ limits by or under, or by virtue of, any foreign commiflion, licence, 
“ or authority whatfoever } nor with any perfon or perfons with whom 
" he lhall be forbid to trade; nor will be aiding, abetting, or aflilting 
“ towards the carrying on of any illegal, unlieenfed, or clandelline 
trade whatever, nor wittingly fuffer any damage or interruption to 

“ be 


II 
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** be done or given to the affairs or commerce of the faid Company ; 
“ but will do all in his power to make difeovery of, and to prevent, 
“ the fame. And in cafe the faid A. B. fhall fail in the performance 
“ of thefe covenants, then by the firft opportunity offering, after orders 
“ received for that purpole, he the faid A. B. Hull tranfport himfelf, 
“ family, and effe&s to Great Britain, in manner as above-mentioned. 
“ And in order to a difeovery of, and fatisfadtion for, any illicit trade, 
« it is agreed (in’ the fame manner as in the writer’s covenant before 
“ fpecificd) that it fhall be lawful for the Company to file a bill in the 
“ court of Chancery or Exchequer, the Company agreeing, in eonle- 
" qucncc of any difclofure or difeovery arifing from the faid A. B.’s 
“ anfwer to fuch bill, to be fatisfied with fifty pounds for every hun- 
“ dred pounds value of the goods fo traded for, together with the pro- 
“ duce of fuch illicit trade.’’ Thefe indentures are alfo executed and 
interchanged in the manner and under the condition already deferibed 
in the cafe of writers. 

Free Mariners, who have been confidercd as a clafs of lefs con- 
fequence, have ufually been permitted to go out upon only giving fecu- 
rity not to become chargeable to the Company. As the bond ufually 
giyen is but thort, and will heft explain the nature of their engagements, 
we here fubjoin it at length \ viz. 

“ Know all men by thefe prefents, that we A. B. C. I). and E. F. 
“ are jointly and fcvcrally held and firmly bound unto the United Com- 
•• pany of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies in the lum 
<< of five hundred pounds of lawful money of Gieat Britain, to be 
“ paid unto the faid United Company, or their certain attorney, fuc- 
“ ceffors, or affigns : to which payment, well and truly to be made, we 
“ and each of us jointly and feverally bind and oblige- ourfelves, our 
“ heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, firmly by thefe prefents. Sealed 
** with our feals. Dated the day of in the year of the 

“ reign of our Sovereign Lord by the Grace of God, of Great 

** Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the I aith, and fo 
“ forth s and in the year of our Lord one thoufind feven hundred 
“ and 

“ Whereas the Court of Diredtors of the above-named United Com- 
“ pany of Merchants of England trading to the Kail Indies have, at 
“ the fpccial requeft and delire of C. D. and E. F. granted leave to the 
■“ faid A. B. to refide in the Eaft Indies, under the jirotetfion of the 
“ faid United Company, he the faid A. B. giving fecurity to indemnify 
« the faid United Company, and the Governors and Councils of their 
, . , . “ lcttlcments 
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4i fettlements and fadtories in the Eaft Indies, from and againft all 
“ charges and dilburfements whatfoever, which the faid United Com- 
“ pany, or their faid Governors and Councils, {hall or may fiiftain, or 
“ be put unto, for the fupport or maintenance of the faid A. B. 

“ And whereas the above bounden C. D. and E. F. at the requeft 
“ of the faid A. B. agreed to become bound for the purpofes aforefaid, 
“ in manner herein after-mentioned. 

u Now the condition of this obligation is fuch> that if the faid 
“ A. B. C. D. and E. F. or either of them, their or either of their 
“ heirs, executors, or adminiftrators, do and {hall from time to time, 
“ and at all times hereafter, well and fufficiently defend, fave harmlefs, 
“ and keep indemnified, the faid United Company of Merchants trad- 
“ ing to the Eaft Indies, and their fticceffors, and the Governors and 
“ Councils of their feveral fettlements and faftories in the Eaft Indies, 
“ from and againft all charges and diftmrlements whatfoever, which they 
“ the laid United Company, or their fuccefl'ors, or their faid Governors 
“ and Councils, or any of them, {hall or may fuffer, fuftain, or be any 
“ ways put unto, for the fupport or maintenance of the faid A. B. dur- 
“ ing his continuance in the Eaft Indies aforefaid, then this obligation 
“ to be void. But when and fo often as default fliall be made in the 
“ premifes, to be and remain in full force and virtue. 

“ Sealed and delivered (being firft duly ftamped) 

“ in the prefence of 

Until the year 1770, fuch have been the covenants and licences un- 
der which Britifh fubjedts have reforted to the Eaft Indies, for the pur- 

E ofe of refiding there as merchants or traders. About that time there 
ad been many complaints brought home againft the Company, and 
their l'ervants, for injuries fuftained by perfons in India, in confequence 
of the power aflumed by them of leizing, imprifoning, and fending 
their fellow fubjedts to England by force. To thofe oppreflions many 
of the Diredtors themfelves had been acceffary, by the very injudicious 
orders they had from time to time fent to their fervants in India, and 
they were therefore juftly apprehenfive that fome evil confeqence might 
accrue therefrom to themfelves. In order, therefore, in fome mealure 
to fereen themfelves from the odium and penalties they had reafon to 
dread, it was determined to apply for the farther fandtion of the legif- 
laturc for this unconftitutional power j and upon a motion of the Chair- 
man of the Board of Diredtors, then a Member of the Houfe, on the 26th 
.March 1770, it was ordered in Parliament, n That leave be given to 

" bring 
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** bring in a bill,” (which was at firlt fpecioufly) “ called a bill for com- 
** pelling perfons difmifled the fervice of the Eafl; India Company, to 
M depart from the Eaft Indies ; and for better regulating the fervants 
“ of the laid Company j and for other purpofes,” of which notice will 
more particularly be taken in our following chapter. 

The Company not fucceeding in obtaining the new powers they aimed 
at bv the bill lb introduced, had rccourfe to the covenants now before us. 


at by the bill lb introduced, had rccourfe to the covenants now before us, 
which they new-modelled, adding thereto fuch claufes as were thoughts 
neceflary for fupplying the want of thofe powers for which they had in 
vain applied to parliament. 

Inftead of a. licence for an unlimited time upon a fimple fecurity- 
bond, not to become chargeable to the Company, the. Free Mari- 
ner’s indentures were alfo drawn out in form, whereby he is now li- 
cenfed only for a limited time, which is revocable, and he and his fa - 
mily made liable to be fent home by force at the pleafure of the Com- 
pany, as may be. fecn more fully in the copy of the faid indenture, in 
the Appendix,. N° XXXIV. page 126. 

In tne new indentures for the Civil Servants, all the claufes 
and ftipulations of the old ones, which were favourable to the Com - 
pany, are referved, and the new and additional claufes are in fubftanco 
as follows. 


“ That in cafe the faid A. B. fhall make default in any of the covc- 
“ nants fpecificd, or fhall embezzle any of the Company’s money or 
** effe&s, or be guilty of any breach of truft, or be concerned in buy- 
“ ing or felling any fire-arms or warlike-ftores to the natives, without 
“ licence of the Company ; or fhall, without fuch licence, hold corre- 
“ fpondence with any Prince,. Nabdb, or country power in India, or 
M any of their minifters j or fhall fupply, lend, or procure for the 
** ufe of any foreign Company, or perfons trading under their autho- 
" rity, any money at Refpondcntia, or any other fccurity, loan, or 
“ engagement whatfoever, that then, in each and every of the faid 
“ cafes, it fhall be lawful for the Company or their reprefentatives,, 
“ upon conviction thereof, to fufpend or wholly difmifs the faid A. B. 
“ from the Company’s fervice, tne faid A. B. having firfl had notice. 
u given him of luch his offence, and a reafonable time allowed him to 
“ make his defence. And it is farther covenanted and agreed, that in.. 
** cafe of fuch difmiflion, or in cafe the faid. A. B. fhall choofe, during 
“ the continuance of his indentures, to quit or refign the Company’s 
u fervice, and fuch relignation fhall be accepted and agreed to by the 
14 Company or. their reprefentatives, that, in either of the faid cafes of 

“ difmiflion. 
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“ difmifTion or refignation, it lhall not he lawful for the faid A. B. to 
“ enter into any new commercial coiKwns; but neverthelefs he, the 
“ faid A. 15. (lull in either of the faid cafes have liberty and authority 
“ to lei! hi; merchandize and efie&s on hand, and to colled in his out- 
“ ft t 'dine, debts. And the faid A. B. is alfo made to engage, that he 
“ | hail and will, within one year after fuch dilmiflion or relignation, 

“ tranfport himfelf and family to Great Britain in one of the Company’s 
“ ihips : and in cafe the faid A. B. fhall make default in this laft-men- 
“ tioned covenant, the faid A. B. doth alfo thereby confent and agree, 

“ that immediately after fuch default, it pall be lawful for the [aid 
“ Company, or their reprefentatives, to cauje the faid A. B. to be appre- 
“ bended and detained, and to put him and his Jamily on board any of the 
“ Company's feips , for the purpfe of being tranfported to Great Britain. 

“ And further, in cafe of fuch apprehending, putting on board and 
“ tranfporting the faid A. B. and his family in manner aforefaid, the 
“ laid A. B. doth covenant, promife, and agree to, and with the faid 
“ Company, that he, the laid A. B. his executors or adminiftrators, 
“ pall not , nor will fue or profecute the faid Company or their Court of 
“ Direthrs, or any of their Prejidents or Councils, Commanders or O fficers 
“ of any fuch pip, or any other perfon employed in any of the matters 
“ aforefaid, in or by any addon, luit, or other prolecution civil or cri- 
“ min al for the fame; and in calc any fuch action, luit, or profecu- 
“ lion (ball be commenced for any of the matters aforefaid, the laid 
“ A. B. doth covenant and agree, that the general if tie may be pleaded, 
“ and that the prefent indenture or any other J'pecial matter may be given 
“ in evidence by any of the defendants. And it is further and laflly 
“ provided and agreed, that if the faid A. B. lhall continue in the faid 
“ Company’s fervice after the expiration of the faid term of 
“ years, fuch continuance lhall be upon the fame terms as are in the 
“ faid indenture before made and agreed upon.” 

The claufes added to the Free Merchant’s new indentures are the 
fame as above, with refped to the power given the Company to feize 
•and tranfport him to England, and his agreeing not to profecute, favc 
and except, that in the Free Merchant's indentures it is limply ftipu- 
lated, as before, that whenever the Company or their Prefident and 
Council lhall fee caufe for the Free Merchant to leave India, they (hall 
have the laid power as above, of fending him and his family to Great 
Britain, alter giving him twelve months notice. 

Exclulive of the before-mentioned indentures or covenants which the 
Company's civil lervants engage in, there is another, reftriding the re- 
ceipt 
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ceipt of prefents in money, jewels, lands, or otberwife, in compliance with 
a refolution of a General Court of Proprietors, for which we beg leave to 
refer the reader to No. XXXV. in the Appendix, page 128. 

Gentlemen in the military fervice of the Company have, till the prefent 
new-falhioned indentures were fettled, been ufed to go out without figning 
any covenants or agreements, as upon artival in India they become liable 
to the law martial, agreeably to the adt of the 27th of George II. and 
the articles of war eftablilhed in confequcnce thereof} fince when tluy 
alfo are obliged to enter into covenants. The poor men who go out as 
common foldiers have not yet been deemed of confequence fufficient to 
require covenants ; for being generally perfons from whofe friends the 
Company have little to fear, they are treated with lefs ceremony, and 
even in this metropolis, to the great lhame of the nation, have been, 
in a mod infamous manner*, fometimes forced to go to India whether 
they would or not. 

The new indentures drawn up for the Military Gentlemen in the 
faid fervice (as may be feen at large in our Appendix, No. XXXVI. 
page 130) rcfpedl chiefly the receipt of prefents, and the Company’s power 
of fending them home to Great Britain. In cafe any military gentleman 
(hall be difmifled the fervice, by fentence of a Court-martial or by a refo- 
lution of the Governor and Council of the lettlcment where he (erves, or 
if he lhall otherwife legally quit the faid Company’s fervice, in any or 
either of the faid cafes, it is agreed to be lawful for the Company, upon 
ten days notice, after the expiration of fix months from fuch difmiflion or re- 
lignation, to apprehend, detain, and by force tranfport him to Great Bri- 
tain, for which it (hall not be lawful for fuch military gentleman or hia 
heirs to fue or profecute } as is agreed in the before-mentioned cafes of the 
Civil Servants, Free Merchants, and Free Mariners. 

It may be remarked, that in the indentures of Writers there are many 
obligations to which they are properly enough bound, and among 
others the following} “ To refill thofe who do ill, to do none themfelves, 
“ and to inform the Diredtors of the evil done by others.” Ilad die 
laft of thefe duties been ferioufly encouraged and attended to for the ge- 
neral advantage, by the late and prefent Directors, without fuffering 
thofe party-connedlions which have of late diftradled the Company’s 
affairs, to fupprefs thofe ads of their trull which, mull have been natu- 

* This alludes to the well-known practice, which feems to have been imported from In- 
dia, of keeping lock-up houfes for recruiting the forces of the Company; where their mifera- 
ble fellow-fubjedts were kept dofe confined, without communication with their friends, till 
the Company's fbips were ready, when they were fccretly conveyed on board. 
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rally dilated by reafon and confcience, it is probable immcnfe fortunes 
might not have been fo rapidly or frequently made in India ; but the 
fituation of the Company’s affairs in Afia would have been far more 
profpcrous than at prclent, and neither attachments or protections 
would probably have been directed to thofe courfes which wc have fecn 
them follow. 

There is likewife mention made, both in the old and new covenants, 

“ I hat grievous complaints had been made of governors, counfcllors, 

“ and other lervanh of the Company having been guilty of evil treating 
“ and unjudly imprifoning the natives and black merchants, and by 
“ violence extorting great films of money from them, who, by reafon 
“ of their being at fuch a diftance from this kingdom and the wholefome 
“ laws thereof, have been left remedilels, and the Company had not 
“ been able to obtain fatisfadtion for them;” and on this account the Com- 
pany covenant witli their fervants, “ that it (hall be lawful for fuch in- 
“ jured perfbns to fend over their complaints and atteftations to the Court 
“ of Directors, to whom it Jhall be lavjful .to enquire into the truth of 
“ luch complaints, and to judge, determine and award fatisfadlion to 
“ the injured, by all fuch ways and means as the v Jhall think juji and 
", equitable!' 

This claule may be faid to contain a diredtorial confeffion, that the ini- 
quities it mentions have been long pradtifed in India. Yet, notwithftand- 
ing fuch precautions, the puhlic have certainly caufe to think, that the 
evils therein complained of have, of late years, gone on incrcaling a thou- 
land-fold. The infertion of this claufe therefore never has been, nor pro- 
bably ever will be of any avail, either for the prevention or dete&ion of 
thole abufes, though it may be ungenerous to fuppofe it was not formerly 
intended fo to be ; notwithftanding we have not of late years heard of any 
rapacious governors or oppreffors being lerioufly called to account for fuch 
offences. 

It muff therefore be thought for the honour of the Court of Direc- 
tors, who have for fo long a time taken this department of juftice into 
their own hands, to fatisfy the nation what encouragements have been 
really given to the oppreffed and complaining natives of Bengal; more 
dpccially iincc the whole inland trade ana the revenues have been 
taken entirely under the diredtion of them and their chief fervants in 
thole dominions, which we know have been, and ftill continue in the 
utmoil difticfs. But fhould fuch information not be given, the public 
will have reafon to ^conclude, that fuch clauffs are as unmeaning as they 
are unbinding and illegal. 


But 
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But it is a queftion by no means improper to afk, how it became ne« 
ceflary for the aggrieved people in India to apply to a lelf-e retted court 
of judges in England, for relief by dccifions which in their natures 
muft be arbitrary, when there are, or ought to be , courts legally efta* 
blilhed on the fpot fully competent for thofe and all other good pur- 
pofes ; to the jultice of which the natives, if they plcafe, arc to be per- 
mitted to appeal? The Directors furcly have the lead pretence of any 
men to objett to the courts of India ; which, if corrupted, it is their 
duty to get reformed s but which in fad cannot be corrupted, except 
by or with the connivance of themfelves or their immediate fub- 
ftitutes. 

It is therefore to be feared, upon a due examination into this matter, 
it will be found that the aim of the Diredors, by taking upon them- 
felves the power given by the daui'e under confideration, could he no 
other than to add to that dangerous defpotifm in India which they have 
long ago affumed; and that, while they have at leaft leemed to (lit • 
countenance fome enormities that have appeared notoriouflv unjujli- 
fiable, they have refolutely been winking very hard at, if not fereening 
and encouraging the ads of thofe very fervants who have been molt 
fufpeded, nay accufed of perfections, opprelfions and grofs breaches 
of tfnft. 

The conditions impofed on the Free Merchant, merely in confidcra- 
tion of his licence, and “ the enjoyment of the Company's Protec- 
“ tion within the limits of their charter" are in many points unrea- 
fonably fevere but particularly in his being made to bind himlelf to 
continuance for a fpecified term of years at the place appointed for his 
refidenee, however unpromifing of advantage, or even prejudicial it 
may prove to him. There, at all events, according to the covenants, he 
muft remain his time out, unlefs he can obtain a written permillion for 
quitting it although he is made to bind himfelf to leave India, with his 
family, on a year’s notice being given him for lb doing, even on no 
better a plea than that his abode there is inconvenient to the Com- 
pany. He likewife binds himfelf to deal with no one with whom he is 
forbid to trade ; which is a prohibition, that if made general againft 
any man in India, muft be the moft barbarous as well as moft effectual 
of all means that could be devifed to ruin him. And it : isnvcll known, 
that innocent and worthy men have been deftined to ruin by thofe who 
have governed there. 

But the truth is, with regard to Free Merchants, that, fiom the con- 
ditions impofed on them in England, and the great reftraints t rat have 

been laid on their dealings in India, it is become fuch. a privilege ant 
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protection as arc worth no wife and good man’s foliciting, as from the 
prcient unfortunate condition of moft of thofe now in India, and parti- 
cularly in Bengal, is evident} and will become daily more apparent, 
till the happy eftablilhment of more falutary regulations (hall take place, 
for the fafety of thofe poffclTions, and to the honour and advantage of 
this kingdom. 

It is likewife to be obferved, that when the licenfed emigrants want 
to remit their fortunes to England, they muft invert their effeds in the 
manner only which the covenants preferibe, which is by remittances in 
diamonds or diamond-boart, or by bills of exchange upon the Com- 
pany; both of which are fometimes impoflible, the Governor of Cal- 
cutta engrorting the diamonds, and even the Directors fometimes having 
forbid their Governors and Councils to take money into their treafury 
lbr bills on them in Europe. 

Jf therefore the covenants here deferibed be legal, it is evident, that 
every Britifh fubjed now emigrating to India is legally expofed to una- 
voidable ruin, at the option of the Directors or their fubftitutes, and 
actually binds himfelf to what is little lets than downright flavery; for, 
confidering the whole tenor of thefe covenants, the candidate for Afia 
tloes in fad agree with the Company, that whenever it is convenient to 
them, they fliall have the privilege of robbing * or depriving him of his 
property, imprifoning him, taking him from his family, and banifhing 
him from one fide of the globe to the other ; to all which he will quietly 
iubmir, and neither he nor his heirs fhall ever profccute the Company, 
or their agents, for any lofs or damages confequent of fuch tranfadions ! 
But however conformable this may be to the prefent laws of England, 
with refped to perfons of age ; furely with regard to the Writers and 
Cadets, at the age of fixteen years, it may be juftly laid, that the Di- 
redors themfelves are guilty of feducing minors, or of impofing upon 
them fuch agreements to laws of their own making as are calculated, at 
a future period, to deprive thofe young perfons of all benefit and pro- 
tedion from the very laws of their country. Think, Britons, who 
complain of the rapacities of India, what can be expeded from thole 
who ate trained up from youth to have no confidence of their own 1 or 
what muft prove the confequences to countries that are without reftric- 
tivc or protecting laws, and that alike without mercy or forbearance 
are governed and plundered 1 

* Whatevtpdiftininions fome men may affeft to make, every .honed man will find it dif- 
ficult, as to the confequences of the aft, to diftinguilh between the thief who fteals his pro- 
perty from him, and the ruffian who, in fuch a fituation, forces him from his property. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 

On the aflumed Right of the East India COMPANY to seize 
their Fellow Subjects in INDIA, and fend them by force Pri- 
foners to ENGLAND ; on their abufes of Power in lb doing, and on 
the evil effects thereof. 

T HE abfolute prohibitions of Britilh fubjedls from going to India, 
except with licence of the Eaft India Company, now (ubiilling, 
and even the arbitrary reftridtions and treatment to which thole are lub- 
jedted who obtain fuch licence, are no lefs contrary to the Ipirit and nature 
of the Englilh conftitution, than they arc violations of the natural and 
focial rights of mankind. 

The exclufive right of trade to and from India, if legally to be given 
to any body of merchants, was all that could be granted with any colour 
of jufticc, even on the appearance of its being exercifed to great national 
utility. But that a fovereign of this kingdom can by any charter, however 
confirmed, transfer a power to one part of his fubjedts to imprifon, banilh 
and ruin another at their pleafure, either for convenience or from wanton 
malice or revenge, mud be as repugnant to the juftice and conftitution as it 
is contrary to the interefts of this country. 

For the right information of the public on fuch interefting matters, 
we will here produce certain cafes thereon, which the Eaft India Direc- 
tors have at different times, for their own information, laid before 
learned Counfel ; with the opinions that were returned them by the Ho- 
nourable William Murray, now Lord Mansfield, the Honourable 
Charles Yorke, late Attorney General, John Browning and Charles Sayer 
Efquires. 


Case the Firji. 

9 ami 10 wiiium, «p. 44. « Reference being had to theadls of parliament 

7 ditto - - 21. cited in the margin, The East India Company do 
\ Georg*" ii." ?*'. fire to be advifed, 

Question. “ Whether they have any, and 
what power, over the fubjedls of England in general, 
or over their own fervants in particular, both or either 

of 
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of them refiding in the Eaft Indies ? Whether the 
Company can order fuch perfons to leave India and 
return to Great Britain ; and, in cafe of refufal, 
can the Company forcibly put fuch perfons on board 
their fhips, and bring them to Europe ? And, Whe- 
ther the Company can any wife, and how, prohibit 
any Englifli fubjedt refiding in India from trading 
within the Company’s limits without their licence ? 
And in cafe any fuch perfons fhould trade, in India 
without fuch licence, have the Company any, and 
what remedy to prevent the fame, or to punifh them 
for fo doing ; and in what manner can they do fo, 
and can they withdraw the licence of trading which 
they have already granted to any of their own fer- 
vants or others ? And in cafe any fuch perfons fhould 
trade after fuch licence is withdrawn, arc they liable 
to any and what penalty, or can the Company order 
them to Europe ?” 

Answer by Mr. Murray. “ The Company may 
feize any Britifh fubje&s who trade, or are found 
within the Company’s limits in India, without autho- 
rity from the Company ; and bring them over to Eng- 
land to be profecutcd. The power the Company has 
over their own fervants feems, to me, not fo much to 
depend upon the ads referred to, as upon the charters 
and bye-laws of the Company. If the licences are 
granted during the pleafure of the Company, or dur- 
ing the perfons continuance in their fervice, I think 
they may .be withdrawn, and afterwards the perfon 
will be liable to all the penalties for trading without a 
licence, and may be feized and brought over ; but if 
the licences are for a time certain, or indefinite, and 
underftood to be as long as the perfon licenfed has a 
mind to trade, I do not fee how the Company can 
withdraw them. 

(Signed) WILLIAM MURRAY.” 

31ft January 1756. 


Case 
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Case the Second. 


5 Sept, totli Wm, III. laft India 

Comp^nj V clurtei granted in con- 
fluence ot the aft uf 9 and iq 
W m, III, and 44. 


Jlj 5 Geo. I.c. *1. feft. i« 


left. 2. 


7 Geo, I. c. 11. fe& 1. 


left. 3. 


9 Cco. i. c. *6. feft. 6. 


k£t, 7, 


“ And we do by thefc prefents, for us, our heirs 
u aud fucceffors, ftridMy charge, command, and nro- 
“ bibit all the fubjedts of us, our heirs and fucceffors, 
“ of what degree or quality foever they be, that none 
“ of them, diredtly or indirectly, vjlit, haunt, fire- 
** quent, or trade, traffic, or adventure into or from 
“ any of the laid Eaft Indies, or other the parts aforc- 
“ faid, contrary to the true meaning of the laid aCt, 
“ under the penalties therein contained, and upon 
u pain of incurring our higheft dilplealure, excepting 
“ the faid Company and fuch othcis as may lawfully 
“ go and trade to the Eaft Indies and other the parts 
“ aforefaid by virtue of the faid adfc, or of our royal 
“ charter or charters purfuant thereunto, and excepting 
“ their fadtors, agents, and fervants icfpedlively, who 
“ lhall be employed according to the true meaning of 
“ the laid ndt." 

Perfons repairing to the Eaft Indies contrary to law 
are punilhablc : and 

The Company may arreft fuch perfons and fend 
them to England. 

If any ot his Majefty’s fubjedts (hall repair to the 
Eaft Indies contrary to law, the Attorney General, or 
Company may file informations in any of the Courts at 
Weftminfter againft the offenders ; and 

Every fubjedt who lhall go to the Eaft Indies con- 
trary to law, lhall be deemed to have traded there. 

If any of his Majefty’s fubjedts (other than fuch as 
are lawfully authorized) lhall go to or be found in the 
Eaft Indies, the perfons fo offending are declared to 
be guilty of a high crime and mifdemeanor, and may 
be prolecuted in any of the Courts at Weftminfter; 
and, being convidted, lhall be liable to fuch corporal 
punilhment, imprifonment, or fine, as the Court lhall 
think fit. And 

Perfons fo offending may be feized and brought to 
England : and any Juftice may commit them to the 
county-gaol, till fecurity be given to appear in fuch 
Court where a profccution lhall be commenced, and 

not 
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not to depart the kingdom without leave of fuch 
Court. 

sth jjn.i6Ceo.ji. His Majefty, upon the furrender of a charter of the 
13th Geo. I. granted to the Eaft India Company cer- 
tain courts of jufticc, called the Mayor’s Court, at their fettlejnents of 
Fort St. George, Bombay, and Fort William at Calcutta, in Bengal, for 
hearing and determining all civil actions and pleas ariling within their 
fcveral jurifdidtions. 

It happens that feveral perfons, privately and without any licence from 
the Company, have from time to time gone from England to the Eaft 
Indies, and have fixed themfelves at fome of the Company’s lettlements, 
and carry on conliderable trade in the Eaft Indies for their own private 
advantage. 

This the Company has connived at, and permitted fuch perfons to re- 
main in the Eaft Indies, fo long as they did not interfere with the Com- 
pany’s trade or affairs. But when they have ailed to the Company's prejudice , 
the Company have given directions to the Governors at their fever a! Jettlements 
to Jend fuch perfons to England. 

The Governors make a difficulty in executing of fuch orders, under 
npprehenfions they may, at their own return to England, be liable to 
actions for damages at the fuit of fuch perfons j and that, in fome cafes, 
it is not in their power to comply ^vith the Company’s orders : and they 
give the following inftances ; viz. *, 

A perfon is ordered by the Company to be fent to England. This per- 
fon is a great trader in the Eaft Indies; is confiderably indebted to feveral 
perfons at the fettlement where he happens to be refident, and has alfo 
confiderable effects in the hands of his correfpondents in different parts of 
India. 

By fuch perfon ’s being fent to England, in confequence of the Com- 
pany’s orders, his effedts are embezzled, or fold greatly under value, his 
creditors in India lofe their debts, and his effedts in the hands of his cor- 
refpondents are in a great meafure loft, and the perfon himfelf ruined. 
And yet, if any of thofe reafons prevail, all the adts of parliament made 
to prevent fubjedts going to, or rending in India without the Company’s 
licence, are rendered ineffedtual. 

Question. Whether, • notwithftanding thefe objedlions, the 
Company may fafely order perfons to be fent to England, who have 
repaired to and refided in India without their licence; and will the 
Company’s Governors or Agents in India, by obeying fuch orders, be 
liable to an a&ion at the fuit of the perfon fent home, if fuch perfon 

fhould 
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Ihould make it appear he has thereby fiiftained great damage in his 
fortune?" 

Answer by Mr. Yorkc. “ I am of opinion, that if a perfon has rc» 
'fided for a confidcrable ' time in the Company’s fettlcments, traded 
openly, been converfant with their governors, officers and agents, 
and amenable to their courts, fuch perfon will be confidered as having 
diad a licence in fubftance, though not in form» by reafon of the notice 
'Which the Company muft be prefumed to have of his relidence, and 
their acquicfcing without objedion. That acquiefcence would be fuf- 
ficient to excule him from the penalties of the ads of parliament. It 
ieems fcarce advifcable to exercife the -authority of fending home per- 
sons who have gone to India without licence, unlcfs it be recently after 
their arrival." 

Answer by Mr. Browning. u Though the Company have an un- 
doubted right of arrefting any of his Majcftv.’s fubjeds who fhall repair 
to India without their licence, I apprehend this power ought to be cxer- 
cifed recently upon fuch perfon’s arriving in India, or trading there ; 
and that the- Company’s connivance at any fuch perfon’s refiding in 
their fettlements in India, and trading there for any confiderable time, 
will be Confidered as a 'tacit or implied licence fo to do ; and the feizing 
of any perfon who has been thus permitted to refide and trade in India 
for any confiderable time, by which he muft ncceffarily have contraded 
<lebt$ in trade, and have effeds in the hands of, or demands upon other 
traders there, would have the appearance of great hardship, and, as I 
apprehend, would fubjftd the perfon who fhould feize him to adions, 
and raife no final! clamour againft the Company." 

Case the Third. 

** A perfon is ordered to be fent to England who owes money to 
feveral perfons at' the fettlement where he is refident, and perhaps is 
unwilling to return. His creditor, either of his own .accord or by con- 
trivance with fuch perfon, enters an adionin the Mayor’s Court for 
the recovery of his debt, and makes an affidavit, that fuch perfon wai 
going to England : upon this an arreft-warrant ifiues from the Mayor’s 
Court, and the perfon is apprehended, and either held to bail or 
committed to prifon for want of bail." 

Question. “ What power have the Company in fuch cafe over the 
perfon fo arrefted and held to bail, or committed to prifon, the Com- 

[ R J pany’i 
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pany’s Governor and Council having no power or controul over the 
proceedings of the Mayor’s Court, and what is to be done in fuch 
<afe ? 

■ t 

Answer by Mr. Torke. “ Till the jfuit inftituted ts at an end, I 
think it would not be prudent for the Company to interpofe. If it 
appeared to be fidtitious and colourable, contrived only on purpofo 
detain the party in India, I am of opinion, that the Company might 
have redrels in their own courts, upon applying and making the truth 
appear by their proper officer.” 

Answir by Mr. Browning. ** The taking a perfon under the cii> 
cumftances above-mentioned out of the hands of a court of juftice would* 
in my opinion, be Hill more improper and unjufhfiable.” 

Case the Fourth v 
* 

*' All perfons in the Company’s forvice inlndia are lent to, and con>- 
tinue and trade there by the Company’s licence and permiffion, and 
are under particular covenants with the Company, according to their 
feveral ftations. 

Befides the Company's covenanted fcrvants, there are feveral 1 perfons, 
who from time to time apply to and obtain the Company’s leave and. 
permiffion to go and refide in the Eaft-Indies,. for the benefit of carry- 
ing on of trade in thofe parts j and theft perfons are riot at all in tne; 
Company’s forvice,. but are called Free Merchants;. 

Uppn this occafion, certain covenants are Entered into between focji 
Free Merchant and the Company, containing the place he fhall refide 
at, and the merchandizS he fhall trade in, or rather what commodities 
he fhall not trade in j befides a variety of regulations for his condudb 
and behaviour. And, among other things, every fuch Free Merchant 
covenants, 

•• That whenever the faid United' Company, or their Court of Di- 
rectors, fhall apprehend the laid A. B. his refidenee or trade in the faid 
Faft-Indies, or elfewhere within the limits aforefaid, inconvenient to 
them, and fhall thereupon order him the laid A. B. to remove to 
Great Britain, he the faid A. B. will, within one year after notice, 
tranfport himfelf, his family and effeds to Great Britain,, in- the 
fliips employed by the Court of Directors aforefaid, and no others ; 
which effeds (hall be returned in diamonds or diamond-boart, or fuch. 
other commodities as fhall' from time to time be licenfcd or allowed by 
the faid Court of Diredors, and not otherwifcJ' 

It 
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“ It is doubted whether any of the Company’s covenant-fervants and 
free merchants, under any of the afts of parliament before ftatcd, are 
liable to be apprehended and fent to England by any orders from the 
Court of Direftprs, they being all of them licenfed and permitted to go 
to and refide in the Haft Indies.” 

Question. ** Whether the Company’s fervants and free merchants 
can be ordered to be fent to England ; and, if they Ihould refufc to 
obey f«ch orders, Whether the Company can anywife, and how com- 
pel them to return; and will fuch perl'ons incur any and what penalties 
for continuing in India, after notice of fuch orders for their return to 
England f 

Answer by Mr. Torke. ** As to the Company’s fervants and free 
merchants, they are clearly not within the words or intention of the aft ; 
being all properly licenfed. The only remedy againfl them, if they 
difobey orders, will be for damages on breach of their covenants. 

9 th November, 1757. CHARLES YORKE.” 

Answer by Mr. Browning. “ I apprehend the Company's fervants 
or free merchants who go to India witn licence, cannot be forcibly fent 
to England ; but if after they are difmiffed from the Company’s fervice, 
{if fervants) and forbid to trade in India any longer, they (hall con- 
tinue to trade, otherwife than by getting in tneir effefts, I think the y, 
will fubjeft themfelves to the forfeitures inflifted on uidA^T^rafeTby 
the ftatute 9th Wm. Illd. 

9 th November, 1757. JOHN BROWNING.” 

Case the Fifth. 

• 

“ The Governor and Council at Bengal having, in their letters to 
England, exprelTed their doubts with refpeft to the powers they have of 
fending to England, perfons who miflbehave themfelves, efpecially mili- 
tary officers, who till very lately figned no contraft or agreement with 
the Company, the Court of Directors think it highly efTential for the 
intereft of the Company to have thefe matters afeertained, and to obtain 
farther parliamentary powers, if neceffary. 

Mr. Sayer therefore will be pleafed to perufe the papers and former 
opinions of Council herewith laid before him, and to give his opiiuon 
touching the powers which the Court of Direftors, or the Company’s 
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prefidencies abroad have over the feveral orders of people refidlng in 
the Eart Indies, with refpeft to the ordering and fending them home, 
in cafe of mifbehaviour or difmifiion from the Company’s fervice, or 
their own voUiutary refignations, viz. civil fervants, military officers, 
free merchants, feafaring people and their families, and any other per- 
form refiding in India, with or without the Company’s licence. And 
Mr. Saycr will alfo be pleafed to conftder the powers of the Company 
here, or their prefidencies abroad, with refpedt to their taxing, or af- 
feffing the inhabitants for the neccflary fupport and charges of govern- 
ment j and upon the whole, 

Question. The Court of Directors defirc Mr. Sayer's opinion 
as to what meafures it will be proper for them to take, and what or- 
ders to give, in the feveral matters abovementioned, to their feveral 
prefidencies ? 

Answer. “ I don’t find in the agreements entered into between the 
Company and their civil fervants, military officers, and feafaring per- 
fons any covenants on the part of fuch perfdns, which oblige them to 
leave India and return home, though ordered by the Company fo to 
do (be their continuance ever fo dangerous to the Company’s affairs) ex- 
cepting their agreements with the free merchant, who covenants, that 
upon being ordered by the Company to leave India, he will, within a 
year after fuch notice, tranfport himfelf, family and effedte to Great 
^jjjajn. Had fuch a covenant been entered into by the civil, military* 
or feafaring p?nfans, and they had refufed to return to England after 
proper notice had beSJi given them fo to do, I fhoUld have had but little 
fcruplc in advifing the Company to bring them home forcibly, though 
they arc not ftri&ly within the defeription of thofe offenders who may 
lawfully be brought from India by force. But it is fo fully within the 
intention of the many adts of Parliament for ftcuring an exclufivc trade to 
the Company, that no Britifh fubjeft fliall be in India, without the Com- 
pany’s confent, that I think, a perfon brought from thence by force, 
who had covenanted to leave India upon notice and refufed fo to do, 
would, upon an action brought for fuch force, recover damages to* 

trivial for the Company to regard. ..... .... 

As the Company’s ftipulations with their civil and military fervants. 
are fo very defective, application fhould be made to parliament for a. 
claufe to be inferted in an aft, that all their civil fervants, or military 
officers, who have been difmifled from, or left the Company’s fervice, 
atif all thofe whofe agreements with the Company for refidcnce in 

India. 
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India arc expired and at an end, and (hall refufe to leave India, in order 
to return to Great Britain, after three months notice given to fuch who 
are military officers and fea-faring perfons, and twelve month’s notice to 
fuch who are civil fervants, and free merchants, (hall be fubjed and 
liable to all the penalties and forfeitures contained in the feveral ads of 
parliament for fecuring the exclufive trade to the Company, againft 
Britifb fubjeds, who trade, or are found within the Company’s limits in 
India, without their licence or authority •, fuch a claufe, in my opinion, 
may be taffy obtained from parliament, almort without debate, as the pe- 
nalties have already been approved of by parliament, and the perfons 
wanted to be included therein being fully within the defeription of 
trading, or being found in India without the Company’s licence. 

nth Od. 1767. CHARLES SAYER." 

- Such were the opinions of the great lawyers to whom the Eaft India 
Company applied, upon the right in queftion : and the learned gentle- 
man whofe opinion’ is lad, not only items to encourage his clients to 
the pradice of imprifoning and tranfporting, becaufe the damages 
that would in certain cafes be recovered by the injured, would be too 
trivial to be minded, but alfo feems to have thought, that the Company 
would readily obtain any powers for pradifmg this fpccics of tyranny* 
by only a(king them of parliament. Encouraged therefore by 'his opi- 
nion, and alfo inftigated by the private motives mentioned in our laft 
chapter, the Court of Diredors, by their Chairman, then a member of 
the houfe, in March 1770, attempted in parliament to obtain the paf- 
fmg of the bill already mentioned, winch under the fpecious title of a 
<* Bill for compelling perfons dilmifled the ferviefc of the Eaft India Com- 
“ pany, to depart from the Eaft Indies, and for better regulating the 
<« fervants of the faid Company,” was artfully contrived to extend the 
powers of the Company bv the formal fandion of the prefent parliament: 
For this bill, in its original form, did not alone refped perfons difmilTed 
the fervice, as would appear from the title, but extended indilcriimnatcly 
to all Britilh fubjeds, who werethereby to have been made liable to be 
fent from India to England by force, at the option of the Company, or 
their Governors and Councils ; if featuring or military officers, upon 
only fix, and if Company’s fervant6, or free merchants, upon twelve 
months notice. 
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A public fpirited gentleman * who, having for many years redded in 
frugal, as a free merchant and in the Company’s military fervice, was 
well acquainted with the evils confequent of the too great powers al- 
tcady txcrcifed by the Company, and who might himfclf alfo be ma- 
terially a fleeted by the intended bill, prefented a petition to the Ho- 
nourable Houle of Commons, reprefenting that fuch part- of the bill in 
quell ion as* refpc&ed the authorizing of the Company to fend to Eng- 
land any of his Mnjcfty’s fubje&s from the Britifli fettlements in the 
Baft Indies without their own confcnt, or otherwife than by due courfc 
of law, was, as he humbly conceived, contrary to juftice ana the funda- 
mental principles of the conftitution : and praying to be heard at the 
bar ol the lioufe, by himfelf or his counfel, again (l fuch part of the 
laid bill. 

Counfel was accordingly retained, and prepared to be heard before 
the houfc, and the following reafons againft the exceptionable parts of 
the bill were printed off, and diftributed among the members of parlia- 
ment, viz. 

lft. “ Becaufe by this bill the Company will be impowered to inflidl, 
upon Britifh fubjefls, the moft fevere of all punifhments, except death, 
viz. imprifonment, banifhment, and total deprivation of property, not 
only without any legal procefs, but even without accufation of any crime j 
a power which is conceived to be inequitable,and opprellive in the higheft 
degree, and fuch as is feldom exercifed even under the moft abfolute and 
arbitrary governments in the world. 

2dly. Becaufe, under colour of this power, the Governor and Council 
of any fcttlement in India, upon the moft capricious an*, caufdefs diflike 
taken againft any Britifh fubjeft there, or on a rivalftiip in trade with 
any of the members of the Council, may fuddenly, and irretrievably 
effeft his total ruin, though fuch perfon fhould never have been concerned 
in any trade, or other matters, that interfered with the real interefts of 
the Company, in any manner whatever. 

3 d .'y- Becaufe there is not any juft pretence for granting any fuch 
injurious or unconftitutional power to the Company ; they having, by 
laws and inftitutions already eftablifhed and now in force, a fufficient 
remedy againft any encroachments upon the privileges of their charter to 
the injury of their interefts. 

4thly. Becaufe if it is even pretended, that there arc any mifde- 
mcanours which the Company is not empowered to puniih, by any ftatute 

* Tj 1 ? g cn( l«man to whom the public are indebted for this commendable conduit was Attbibald 
Stir, inquire. 
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now exifting, which may render the rcfidence of any Britifh fubjed in 
India dangerous, or prejudicial to their intereft, they may eafiiy be pre- 
vented by the covenants entered into with the Company, or fpecified by 
the Diredors, and provided againft by the wifdom of parliament, in 
a regular, legal and conftitutional manner, by fome judicial trial on the 
Ipot, in order to intitle the Company to the cxercife of fuch powers. 

ethly. Bccaufe Britifh fubjeds, going out and fettling in the Eaft 
Indies with the licence of the Company, carrying with them the rights 
and privileges not only of men, but of the Britifh conftitution, which, 
it is apprehended, cannot be furrendered to any company of merchants, 
fo as to render their freedom and property dependent— not upon general 

principles of juftice and equity not upon the known laws of their 

country — but upon the arbitrary and capricious will of fuch merchants 
or their fervants. 

6thly. Becaufe the granting fuch powers to the Company would be 
contrary not only to the general laws and conftitution of Great Britain, 
but repugnant to thofe particular ftatutes, or ads of parliament now in 
force with regard to tnc Company ; which feveral ads, refpeding the 
power of fending perfons to England, relate only to perfons going out 
to India without the licence of the Company * and the preambles of the 
faid ads plainly fhewing it was the view of the legiftaturc to give en^ 
couragement for perfons to go out, and refide and fettle at the Com- 
pany’s feveral fettlenjents. 

7thly. Becaufe the Mayor and Aldermen, or Judges of the King’s 
Court of Record, in which all matters of property are determined, called 
the Mayor’s Court, as well as the juries on all criminal matters at the 
quarterly courts of felhon of Oyer and Terminer, conftft of free mer- 
chants, free mariners, and Company’s fervants j and if this bill Ihould 
pafs into a law, all the members of the faid courts and juries would be 
reduced to fo abfolute and fervile a dependance upon the Company, 
that the will of their Governors and Councils alone would influence or 
dired their decifion, to the total fubverfion of all equity and juftice ; 
which, it is presumed, cannot be intended by the. legiflature. 

8thly. Becaufe this bill, if paffed into a law, would operate as an ad 
sx poft faflo, refpeding thofe who have already gone to India under the 
former powers which the Company poftefled •, and alfo as to thofe. who 
have become fettled inhabitants of the different prefidencies in India, 
and who may have launched largely into trade, and other branches of 
lawful and ufeful occupations, under the alfurance that the general pro- 
tedion of Great. Britain was fecured to them by the King's courts, without 
their being liable to he fent out of the country upon twelve months or fix 

months 
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months notice } notwithftanding they may have numerous fuite, claims, 
or demands, for themfelves or others, agsinft the Eaft India Company, 
or againft the very men who are left to be the fob judges when thofe 
arbitrary orders are to be put in execution j which mull ruin credit by 
defraying all fecurity. 

9thly. Becaufe this part of the bill is calculated merely to favour’ the 
oppremve and felfifli monopolies in the trade of the country, which 
have prevailed there of late years, to the great detriment of the true fil- 
tered of the Eaft India Company as well as of the nation in geflertl ; 
for the promoters of this bill are defied to ihew any one inftance, where 
the refidence of a free merchant, free mariner, or Company’s fervant, 
in the Eaft India Company’s fettlements, can be of the leaft detriment 
to the faid Company } on the contrary, the principles upon which the 
different charters have been granted, and the adts of parliament con- 
firming them, invite European inhabitants frorh all parts of the globe ; 
and this bill would leave foreigners under more favourable circum- 
ftances than his Majefty’s fubjefts, fince it is admitted, by adt 5 Geo. I. 
cap. 21. that fuch perfons, not fubjedts of his Majefty, cannot be re- 
moved from the fettlements, whilp they demean themfelves agreeably 
to the laws of the community, which is all that hi^ Majefty*s fubjedts 
arc now contending for. 

iothly. Becaufe the motives upon : which the ad of the 5th Geo. I. cap. 
* i . was paffed, and alfo the motives upon which die a£l of the yth of 
Geo. I. cap. si. was paffed, and upon which motives the prefent bill 
ought to be regulated, are artfully fuppreffed, and the reader is made to 
believe that thefc laws are adtuaJly enadted with a view to enable the 
Company to fend Britifh fubjedts out of India who were only carrying on 
the trade from port to port, or place to place, in that country j whereas 
the legiflature never had any fuch intention, which (as has been faid 
before) would have been contrary to the firft principles of the eftablifh- 
ments. But the whole view of the legiflature Was to prevent BHtifli 
fubjedts from trading to and from the 1 Eaft Indies, or adting under 
foreign commiffions, as a recital of part of the faid adl will fufiidently 
fliew *, and a view of the whole adt will demonftrate. . * 

uthly. Becaufe the great numbers of his MajeftyV fubjedts in Ihe 
Eaft Indies rather merit the attention of the legiflature, to reftrain the 

tyranny 

• "And it i« »1fo provided by the fame aft, and bv fubfequent taws, that all the goods, wire*, mer- 
chandizes, ar,;! commodities, to be laden upon any Inip or ihips bound from the Eaft Indies, or parti 
within the limits aforcf.ud, Ihould be brought, without breaking bulk, to (bme part of Great Bri- 
tain, and there be unladen, and put on land : notwithftanding which juft and rtafonable prorifions 
ttd reductions, fcvcral of bis Majcfty's fubjetts, not entitled under the laid aft of parliament, have 
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tyranny and oppreflions which have been exercifed of late by the fupe- 
rior fervants of the Eaft India Company, in order to create monopo- 
lies, than to allow thole fervants any new extenfion of powers repug- 
nant to the conftitution, with a view to promote thofc deftrudliv't 
mcafures, whereby many thoufands of Hritith fubjefts mull be expofed 
to ruin, and rendered fervilcly dependent upon the Governor and 
Council. 

i2thly. Becaufe, by the Charter of Juftice of the 26 Geo. II. it is 
there recited, that the conduit heretofore purfued had very much encou- 
raged not only our own fubjetts, but likewife the fubjeits of other Princes, 
and the natives of the adjacent countries, to refort to and fettle in the 
feveral towns of Madrafs, Calcutta, and Bombay, and other forts and 
fadtorics, tor the better and more convenient carrying on of trade , by 

prefumed to trade into, and vifit the faid Eaft Indies, and other the places aforefaid, in foreign and 
other Ihips, intending there to load goods, and bring them into Europe, and land them in foreign 
parts out of his Majetty’s dominions, to the great prejudice of the trade of this kingdom, and the di- 
minution of his Majefty’s cuftomt, and other duties. All which practices being confidered, his Royal 
Highncfs George Prince of Wales, theft guard iau of the realm of Great Britain, and his Majefty’s 
Lieutenant within the fame, was pleated, on the eighteenth day of Oftobcr, which was in the year 
of our Lord one thousand feven hundred a ad fixteen, to iffue forth a proclamation (amongll other 
things) ftriftly charging and commanding all his Maj ally's fubjefts not toferve on board any foreign, 
or other (hips, with foreign cottuniffions and colours, bound to or from the Eaft Indies, or any of the 
parts aforelaid ; or direftly or indircftly to vide, haunt* frequent, trade, traffic, or adventure into 
or from the faid Ball Indies, or other the parts before* mentioned, contrary to law. But notwith- 
ilanding the prohibitions contained in the faid aft* of parliament and proclamation, and in defiance 
of the lame, feveral evil difpofed perfons have gone on to procure and obtain feveral foreign commif. 
(ions and paffes, and under colour thereof, or otherwise, nave fitted out and manned feveral Englifli, 
and other (hips or veffets, and have failed with, or tent out the fitnc, to trade and traffic in the Eaft 
Indies, or other the parts aforefaid. Now, to the intent that fuch collufive, fraudulent, and illegal 
trade and practices may be prevented, and that fo confiderable and beneficial a branch of trade may 
be fecnrdd to this kingdom, be it enabled and declared* by the King’s moft Excellent Majelty, by 
and with the advice and content of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons in parlia- 
ment aftfembled, and by the authority of the fame, that if any of hit Majefty’s fubjefts Hull, 
from and after the twentieth day of February, in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred 
and eighteen, fail, go* or repatr to, oh* be m the Eaft Indies, or parts aforc-iftenrfoned, or any of 
them, contrary to the laws now in being, or contrary to the tenor of this aft, every fuch perfon or 
perfons fo offending (hall be liable to fuch pQnflument as by any law or laws now in being may be 
inflifted for fuch offbnte. 

And to the intent that fuch offender and offenders may be brought to juftice, it is hereby enifted, 
that it (hall and may be lawful, to and for the United Company of Merchants of England trading to 
the Eaftlndiet, and their fucceffors, to take, arrefL and feize, or c&ute to be taken, arrefted, or 
imed, fuch perfon or perfdns, being a fabjeft or fubjefts of hit Majefty, his heirs or fucceffors, at 
any place or places; or where he or they (hall be found within the limits or placet aforefaid, and the 
perfon or perfon fo taken, arrefted, and feised, fo tend and remit to England, there to anfwcr for 
the offence aforefaid according to due courfo of law. 

And it is hereby further eoefted, by the authority aforefaid, that all and every perfon or perfons, 
who from and a fer the fifth day of February, one ihoufand feven hundred and eighteen, (hall pro- 
cure, folicit for, obtain, or aft under any comraiftion, authority, or pafs from any foreign prince, 
(late, or potentate whatfoevdr, to fail, or go, or trade in or to the Eaft indies, or any the parts afore- 
faid, every fuch perfon or perfons fo offending herein (hall incur and forfeit for every fuch offence the 
Amis of five htmflred potfuds.’* 
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which means fcveral of the faid towns, faftories, and places were be- 
come very populous, 6 cc. 6 cc. Which fufficiently (hews, that the ac- 
quiring of inhabitants, and carrying on the trade of the country, were 
principal motives for the different eftablifliments. And whereas by the 
laid charter, “ the Aldermen, or Judges of the Mayor’s Court, are to 
“ continue in their refpeftivc offices of Aldermen for and during the 
“ term of their natural lives, unlefs their faid places dull be voided, 
“ or themfelves removed, in fuch manner as is therein after men- 
“ tioned.” Therefore, if this bill ffiould pafs into a law, all thofe wife 
and judicious inftitutions of our anceftors, to collect inhabitants, and 
to maintain the purity of the courts of juftice, would be defeated ; and 
thofe courts of juflice, when deprived of their independence, could 
only remain the engines of oppreffion.” 

Every thing was thus prepared to bring this important matter to a 
full difcullion before the Houfe of Commons j in the courfe of which 
many of the enormities committed in India, in confequence of the Com- 
pany’s abufe of this unconftitutional power, of fuddenly feizing, impri- 
l’oning and tranfporting their fellow-fubjefts, would naturally have be- 
come the objeft of conlidcration to the Houfe ; but the promoters of the 
bill, confcious of the badoefs of their caufe, and dreading the confe- 
quences of fuch a difeuffion, took the more prudent part of agreeing to 
withdraw all the exceptionable claufes and amend their bill, which,, 
after being purged by the committee to whom it was referred, at Iaft 
produced (he aft of the 10th of his prefent Majefty, intituled, “ An aft 
“ for better regulating perfons. employed in the fcrvice of the Eaft India 
“ Company, and for other purpoles therein mentioned,” in its prefent 
form, wherein there is not one word mentioned about the feizing perfona 
in India, and forcibly fending them to England. However by the ex- 
punging of thofe parts of the bill which were excepted to, refpefting the 
extenfion required of thofe pernicious powers, a difeuffion was evaded 
which might have led to the relieving of Britifti fubjefts from the diffi- 
culties under which they now labour from illegal imprifonments in 
India ; left as they arc to (hift for themfelves in combating laws of am- 
biguous and contradiftory natures’ againft a powerful and opulent Com- 
pany, under this farther difadvantage, that damages, when obtained,, 
will be “ too trivial for the Company to mind," and of courfc too trivial 
to prevent any wanton breach of the laws, or to prove an adequate fa- 
tisfaftion for injuries fo fuffered. 

Various have been the abufes praftifed by the Eaft India Company 
and their lubftitutes in Bengal, in confequence of this pretended right 
of feizing and forcibly fending fubjefts out of India, by fuch afts of 
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violence and outrage committed in the Britilh fettlcmcnts, within the 
diftridts of the charter, as ought to kindle indignation in the heaits of 
every well-wifher to this country and the human race, and draw on 
thofe who have been guilty of them the utmoll vengeance of the laws. 
As no general defeription can convey an idea of the cruelty of luch ads 
of oppreflion and inhumanity equal to that which mud be conceived 
from the fimple recital of fadts, we beg leave to refer the render to the 
following cafes in the Appendix, viz. N° XXX. the Cafes of Beniamin 
Wilding and John Petrie, Eiquires. page 81 ; N° XXXI. the Cafes of 
Mr. Vernon Dufticld and Mr. Francis Robertlon, page 97 ; N° XXXII. 
the Cafes of Mr. James Nicol and Mr. Thomas Davie, page m ; and 
N° XXXIII. the Cafe of John Nevill Parker, Efquire, with Sir Fletcher 
Norton’s opinion thereon, page 12 1. In which cafes will he found 
inftances of every fpecies of abufe and perverfion of juilicc ; of illegal 
imprifonments, barbarous adts of violence and ruinous tranfportations ; 
of lawyers, jufticcs and judges refufing, or evading the difeharge of 
their refpedtive duties in the mofl preffitig exigencies, and on the moft 
important matters ; luch as when Britifh fubjedfs were bdieged, or bar- 
ricadoed up in their own houfes, deprived of light, of food, and even 
obliged to live amidft their own excrement; cruelties that hitherto Rand 
perhaps unparalelled in the records of nations, on luch pretences as 
were urged for them in India; and fuch as, according to the conftitu- 
tional laws and cuftoms of this country, no offences or crimes in the 
parties, if any fuch had been proved, could poflibly have authorized 
being pradfifed. 

Alter perufing the cafes referred to, and having attentively confidered 
the reafons publifhed againft the before-mentioned bill, brought into 
parliament for a confirmation and extenfion of a power fo very dangerous 
and unconftitutional, the reader will be enabled to form a tolerable 
idea of the policy and purfuits of the Eaft India Company, and thofe 
who have adted for them. Many other grievances that have been lately 
fuffered in India, equally opprefiive with thofe we have taken notice 
of, might be inftanced. They are however all comprehended in thefe 
two effential points, the lofs of liberty and the lots of property ; and 
the cafes already adduced will be fufficient to convince every juft man, 
that it can never befafe in any community to leave rulers, unreftrained 
by determinate laws, to adt as their own conveniencies or inclinations 
may diredt. The wifdoin of the legiflature has guarded the fubjedt 
againft this kind of power in every part of the Britiili dominions, except 
the Eaft Indies. 
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The effects in India of fudden tranfportation, with refpeft to the dc*- 
ftroying of credit and all private fecurity, mull appear evident, and in- 
deed have been fevercly felt by the generality of BritiBi fubje&s fince 
thofe tyrannies have been praflifed in, Bengal; for it is well known* 
that any young writer in the Company’s fcrvice will now find it more 
difficult to borrow five hundred rupees from, a Black merchant, tham 
fix years ago he would have five thoufand. 

When perfons quit India, it has been ufual for them to leave a con- 
fiderable part of their property behftid them. But while luch is the 
pradtice, or the affiimed power of the Company, or their Governor andl 
and Council, in> whofe hands can any man trull his property, where- 
every one is in the fame predicament, of being liable to be fent away,, 
whenever the doing it may appear convenient either to the Company 
or their Governor and Council, who make therafelves abfolute arbiters, 
of the expediency of fuch ads ?' Or, who will buy either houfes,. goods*, 
or Ihips, of obnoxious or perfecuted people, who mud of neceffity fell; 
them in a fliort- time, cfpecially when it may eafily, and moll probably 
will be hinted to them, that if they do Co* they themfelvcs mall foon; 
follow ? But on fuch an event,, what mull become of, the ellates of, 
widow® and orphans left in the trull of luch obnoxious perfons, as admi-- 
niftrators or executors, by their deccafed hulbandsor parents? and what- 
mufl become of the debts due to exiles, , or of the fuits at law in which; 
they may be engaged; either for themfelves or others ? Thefe, it mull be.- 
fuppofeo, or the greater part of them,, will be inevitably loft i for who > 
would be in a hurry to piy or fettle accounts with fuch devoted people*, 
when their not doing it would infure them. favour and where, the. very 
Aldermen of the Mayor’s Court, the creatures, nay perhaps the deter- 
mined tools of a Governor and Council, are the only perfons to compel pay- 
ment, efpccially when it is known fuch perfons have only a. few months to> 
remain la India? Many mercantile adventures, in which merchants efta-* 
blilhed in India are often engaged; cannot he concluded within the fpace: 
of two years, as is well known to thofe who have relided and traded there. . 
Should fuch traders be fent fuddenly away, who would there be to liquidate 
matters properly on the returns of velFels ? In any or all of thefe cafes*, 
the Governor himfclf* or he and- feme of his chief counfellors, might 
become the purchafers of all the houfes, Blips, goods, or merchandize 
in the fettlement; which would ’ be no {m&\\ firohe in trade, and of a 
piece with many fachjirokes as have been often known to he Jlruck.svc- 
cks^fuli.y under arbitrary or defpotic governments. 

We know the aHiimcd powers given by royal patents have been often- 
pronounced illegal, and of courfc invalid, by the courts in Weftminflcr 
'Hull i. Co like wife the exclufive right of trade, from the Cape of Good. 1 

Hope. 



ON I N D T A AFFAIRS. 


141 

Hope ekAward to the Streights of Magellan, as granted by King William 
to the India Company, and approved by Parliament, was almoA im- 
mediately fet at nought by a l'elf-ercfted, unchartered company of ad- 
venturers, who traded direftly to India, in defiance of the king, mi- 
niAry and parliament, after an hundred and feven thoufand pounds 
had been expended to obtain and fecure, as was imagined, that exclu- 
five privilege. Nay, that very government-defying company, for the 
fake of a public loan, obtained, fome years afterwards, an aft of par- 
liament to authorize the fame King William to grant them alfo a charter 
for trading to the EaA Indies ; which was accordingly don^ though the 
former exclufive charter continued apparently in force, for the pof- 
feflors of it were Aill profecuting their trade. The two companies 
were afterwards united, by an aft of the 6th of Queen Anne; when 
they had jointly the exclufive right of trade given them, as ufual, from 
the Cape of Good Hope eafiward to the Streights of Magellan. 

It is true, that in tne fixth year of the reign of Queen Anne, govern- 
ment had been exprefly empowered by parliament to grant a new char- 
ter to the twa EaA India Companies, with an exclufive right of trade 
to the extreme * extent already mentioned, in confideration of a loan 
which they were to fupply. But all the EaA India Company’s claims 
of exclufive right of trade to the moA fouthern parts of America, as 
well as to many other countries within their abfurd boundaries, to which- 
they never yet have traded, nor probably ever will, were cffeftually 
invalidated. on the eAablifliment of the South Sea Company, three years 

• By th« trail, or line mwked for exclufive commerce granted to the Fall India Company, from 
the Cape of Good Hope eaftwards to the Streights of Magellan, the countriei included moll natu- 
rally have been fuppofitd to be, the Coaft of Alrica, beyond the Cape j thole of (he Red bca j the 
Gulph of Perfta; all India, China, Japan, and round by the South Seas to thole Streights; or, in ■ 
other words, that the Cape of Good Hope and the Streights of Magellan were to be the two mari- 
time doora to India, which no Englilh trading (hips were ever to paf» but thofe of the Company, 
under the penalties of feizure of perfons, confilcation, and other fevere damages. _ 

But in the ninth year of the fame reign (1710) the miniftry having near ten millions of increafed 
national debta, which they found thcmfelves neceffitated to fund, as an expedient for that purpofe, 
they obtained power from the parliament to e itablilh the South Sea Company } with an cxcluuv# 
right of trade from the river Oronoko, round Tierra dtl Fue^o, or the land of Cape Horn, through 
the South Sea* to theinorthernmoft pirts of America. They were however prohibited from tiadlng 
to, Brazil and Surinam* btesuft the former belonged to the Portugueze, and the latter to the Dutch, 
who being then refpedjvely the good allies of tnis nation, trade with.xheir American rolomei was 
left open to allBrittftl fubje£h. But the Spanifli ports, or any others within thofe extenfivc bounda- 
ries* wcrei only to be traded to* by the South Soa Company, buavj'e fcngland wa* at war wuh the 
Sovereign then on the Spanilh throne; although the Company cou.d net at that time carry on any 
trade wuh thofe countriei. . 

Such were thebaita ufed for catching gudgeons ; who accordingly fubkribed hcM-up-titbit towardi 
zJI rading. fltek, for profecuting commerce where it could nm be carried on; and which even unto 
the aid of the AJpento Contrail, after peace became eflabliflied. was n< ver faiths purfued than to 
fwcll that Stock into a Bobble, which ten yean afterwards burft into widely. fpreadmg ruins. 

alter wJiust . 
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afterwards : as by the cxclufivc rights of trade given to the latter, the 
Eaft India Company was precluded the navigation of the South Seas ; 
the preferiptive line of their exclulive right being then turned the other 
way from the Cape of Good Hope, through feas without land. Nor 
indeed could the Eaft India Company’s fhips go either way from that 
Promontory to thol’c Streights without breaking the boundary-lines for 
exclulive navigation granted to the new-eredted Company. 

Moft, if not all the Charters which had been granted before that of 
the 1 oth of King William, were to Companies of Merchants trading 
into India, That of the Second Company, then eftablilhed by that Mo- 
narch, was a lhatneful grant, becaufe his Firft Company was thencxift- 
ing with a foie exclulive right, as far as he could grant it; and on the 
plea of a loan, for which he granted the Second, he might as well have 
granted twenty more ; for had his firft exclulive charter been conftitu- 
tional, the laws muft have given it a permanent force. However, his 
fecond charter was granted to a Company of Merchants trading to India, 
by way of evafive diftin&ion. But in the charter of the 6th of Queen 
Anne, for uniting the two Companies, they were feparately mentioned, 
as the Merchants of London trading into the Eajl Indies, and the Englijh 
Company trading to the Eajl Indies-, with exprefs refervation of the 
fovercign rights and power over all forts, places, plantations, and fet- 
tlcments, in which the laws of England were to prevail j and with a 
regulated coinage. By this charter was given to this United Company 
the exclufive right of trade to and from the Eaft Indies ; and when their 
exclufive right was further prolonged, they were thenceforward called 
The United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eajl Indies, 
but without the word in and therefore internal trade could not fairly be 
implied for India, any more than for England, It was not till the reign 
of George the Firft that fuch an extenlion of exclufive right was ex- 
prefled ; when other fubje&s were, by ads of parliament, exprefly pro- 
hibited trade, traffic and adventure in, to and from the Eaft Indies-, and any 
perfon found in India, without the licence of the Company, was to be 
deemed a trader contrary to law. Perhaps the Company firft obtained the 
infertion of a comma that formed two words out of one, by artifice, and 
fo made the grant in the old idiom, of into and from, better ferve their 
purpofe by the new reading then firft given them, of in, to and from j 
for the inferences natural to be drawn from a Britilh grant of exclufive 
right to trade in India, particularly with refped to perfons who have gone 
out with the Company’s licence, are too abfurd to admit even a fuppo- 
fition that the legifl^turc really meant it for all the interior parts of India ; 
or even for all trade within the immediate jurifdidion of the Company’s 
own fcttlemcnts. 


While 
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Wiiile the Eaft India Company continued entirely commercial, and 
had but a lew acres of land affigned them, on which they were permit- 
nd to eftabliffi factories, only for the convenient carrying on of their 
import and export trade, which was all that, as merchants’, they could 
h ue occafion for, the Indian Princes keeping to themfelves the regu- 
lating and managing of government and all internal traffic; in fuch a 
li tuition of things, had an Englishman gone out in a foreign (hip, to 
a foreign lettlemcnt in India, and from thence palled into the inland 
territories of any Prince of the country, there to carry on trade which 
did not interfere in any (hape with the dealings of the Company, or 
thol'e of any of their European rivals; never intruding on the Com- 
pany’s lands or fettlements, and without ever doing them any kind of 
injury whatfoever; but proceeding innocently and honellly in the ac- 
quifition of a fortune, on the view of returning with it to his native 
country, it is fubmitted to the opinion of every able and upright lawyer. 
Whether fuch a man was really tranfgreffing the laws of his country ? 
Or if any agents of the Company ffiould find means to get him into 
their hands, Whether they would have a conflitutional right to harrafs, 
confine, and forcibly fend him a prifoner to England ? Or whether by 
lb doing they ought not to be made anfwerable, by juftice in England, 
alike for all injuries in fortune as well as perfonai fixtferings that were lb 
occafioned by them ? 

The Company and their fervants in India, however, pretend they 
have a right fo to aft. It was on this fuppofition at lead, that they 
feized on the perfons of Mr. James Nicol and Mr. Thomas Davie in the 
dominions of Sujah al Dowlah ; though on the fame principle they might 
as well purfue, as lawful prey, any Britifh fubjeft who was only tra- 
velling for the fake of curiofity, or of fciencc, even from the bottom 
of the Bay of Bengal to the borders of Ruffia, if they could extend their 
pernicious influence fo far; fince their limits arc not bounded by any 
line northward. Neverthelcfs, every man mud have the natural right 
of going where he pleafes, to difpofe of his own lawful property, and 
to extend his trade wherever he can gain admittance, cfpccially as by 
the Englilh laws, particularly the datntc of the 19th of Henry the Vllth, 
Englilh Merchants in any nation in amity are acknowledged to be (ub- 
jeft to the laws of that country where they relidc, and conlequcntly 
ought to be under the protection of the laws of fuch countries, in the 
fame manner as the fubjefts of any other country, when refident in 
Great Britain, mud: be fubjeft to and are protected by the Britilh 

It may be alledged, on the part of the Company, that no Free Mer- 
chant, Free Mariner, or Company's Servant can trade in India, but 

in. 
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"la confequence of a licence obtained from them for a certain time: 
and that a licence accepted for a limited time, implies a power in the 
granter to refufe a renewal of it for any farther time, under which 
known conditions every one goes out to fettle there; and therefore, 
after having folicited and accepted the firft grant as a benefit, no per- 
fon can have reafon to complain, at the expiration of the time limited, 
-if a fecond fhould be refufed him. 

To which it may be anfwercd, not difputing here what the conftitu- 
tional rights of Englifhmen formerly were, or now are, within or with- 
out the immediate fettlements of the Company, that there is always fup- 
pofed to be a mutual convenience, or advantage in all fuch engage- 
ments, and that honour fhould ever regulate either party in their con- 
dud. With refped to Free Mariners, or Free Merchants, that mutual 
convenience muft be fuppofed to laft fo long as new licences continue to 
be granted ; and therefore, if the poflcilbr of an expired one has not 
done any injury to the Company, or been guilty of any crime, not to 
fuffer his continuance in a ftation that had been hazardous and expen- 
sive for him to get into, is a moil unjuft, arbitrary and wicked exer- 
cife of power. Should it be faid, that the Free Merchant’s indentures 
ftipulate, that he fhall leave India whenever his ftay there (hall become 
inconvenient to the Company, it may be anfwercd, that the fame in- 
denture, more in the fpirit of the conftitution, and agreeably to the true 
interefts of the Company, oblige him to remain in India for the fpace 
of five years ; which docs not at all imply that his time is out then, if 
he fhoule choofe to remain longer, and demean hknfelf with obedience 
to all lawful orders and regulations preferibed by the Company. That 
claufe in the contrad whereby the Company make him bargain with 
them, that they fhall have power to feize him and fend him by force a 
prifbner to England upon twelve months notice, whenever they deem 
his ftay inconvenient only, is in its nature abfurd and ridiculous, as 
well as illegal ; for it makes him bargain to give away his natural rights, 
which it is conceived a man can no more do by law, than he can bargain 
away his life. 

But there is a dired unconftitutbnal ufe to be made of fuch power, 
which is, as we have feen, that of employing it to punifh men for do- 
ing their duty even in courts of juftice. They may difbblige men in 
power by refufing to be pliant judges, if in the Mayor’s Court ; or 
pliant jurors, if impannelled as jurymen at the feffions ; and may be 
therefore puni/hed with ruin, in revenge for their honeft. difeharge of 
the firft focial duty 5 which motives, as well as many others that might 
be inftanced, though they are fuch as only wicked men could be in- 
duenad to avail thcmfclvoa of, yet the power is fuch as ought not to 

2 be 
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be entrufted even with the moft juft. Nor can it be other than impo- 
litic in, and injurious to the very Company, if they knew their own 
true interefts, for their fervants in India to be veiled with luch powers : 
for the natives of Bengal, who fee that no fuch violences are ever 
committed in the French or Dutch fettlements there, mult naturally i n- 
tertain unfavourable notions of the Englifh government, at leal! on this 
point ; and another natural confequence is, the forcing of Britifh fub- 
jeds, for the probable fecurityof at lead fome part of their fortunes, to 
feek that protedion among foreigners which they find they cannot en- 
joy in the Britifh fettlements. 

Inftead, therefore, of difeouraging Britith fubjeds from going to 
Brititli fettlements, or driving away fuch as are already fettled there, 
the Company fhould, by all means in their power, encourage and pro- 
ted them in fuch refidence, as they would thereby accommodate a greater 
number of his Majetty’s fubjeds, to the augmentation of trade, parti- 
cularly in the fales of Britith commodities ; and with the confequcnt 
increafe of population, an increafe of revenues mpft neccffarily follow. 
But above all, a greater number of Britith inhabitants in the fettlements 
of the Company would give them, without cxpencc, a ftrength and 
liability which they can never otherwife potTcfs. 

The gallant behaviour of the inhabitants, free merchants and free 
mariners, when Calcutta was loft in 1756, and retaken in 1757, may 
be mentioned as a proof of what we advance. But ftill a ftronger in- 
llancc of the tame kind was given in the year 1759, againft the Dutch; 
when, had it not been for the fpirited and adive behaviour of the inha- 
bitants, the Company’s military force would not have been able to cope 
with their enemies. Again, upon the rupture with Coftim Ally Khawn, 
in the year 1763, the European inhabitants of Calcutta were formed 
into four companies of militia, and properly difeiplined for the defence 
of the fettlemcnt, while all the regular troops were font to a diftance 
againft the enemy. A body of gentlemen volunteers compolcd of free 
merchants and free mariners, under the command of Captain Henry 
Weddcrburn, adually took the field; were prefent at the taking of 
TJdwa Nulla, Mongbcer , and Patna-, and during the whole campaign 
were of the mpft lignal fervice in armed boats, in maintaing the com- 
mand of the river. Upon all thefe occafions the very exiftencc of the 
Company was wholly at flake, though in the end fortune favoured them 
with the rich acquifitions which they now pofl'efs in Bengal. 

If, therefore, there be any power which, in the prelent fituation of 
their affairs, is really neceffary to the Company, it is the power of ef- 
fectually controuling, or puniftiing their fervants in India, for difo- 
bedience of orders, breaches of truft, or other ads of mifbehaviour, 

[ T ] and 
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and not this power of feizing and tranfporting their fellow -fubjeds at 
will. On the contrary, the free and full exertion of the Englifh laws 
in their fettlcments, and the power of the fubjed effedually to apply 
to thofe laws, when injured, would be the beft, nay perhaps is the 
only pofiblc check the Company can ever have againft fuch milbehaving 
fervants. 

Baniftiment, or tranfportation, is certainly the next degree of. 
puniftiment to that of death ; but it is more than doubly increafed 
when made likewife the caufc of deprivation of fortune, which, 
as we have (hewn, on the prefent fyftem of the Company’s affairs, 
mud ever be the confequence of the fudden removal of a mer- 
chant from Bengal to Europe ; and it is inconceivable how the Bri- 
tiih Icgillature could ever have given even the appearance of their 
fandion to fo illegal an exertion of power as that by which the Com- 
pany’s fervants now tyrannize. When one law is made that is incom- 
patible with the general principles of the conftitution, a thoufand' ab- 
furdities muft be confequent thereof. Thus, in the inftance now be- 
fore us, among many other enormities, we fee the deputies of the 
deputies of a company of merchants excrcifing in theBritilh fcttlements 
in Bengal a power of withdrawing protedion, and of infliding, at will, 
the heavieft punifhments on Britilh fubjeds j fuch as, in this happy 
country, neither the Sovereign, the Lords, nor the Commons, can fe- 
parately do, or inflid; nor legally any power but that of the whole 
legillattire, by an exprefs ad for every particular purpofe, after a legal 
trial and convidion of the party for crimes deferving of fuch punifli- 
ment. Wc fee even foreigners left to enjoy, in a Britifh fettlement, 
the privileges of fecurity in their perfons and property, from which 
Epgliihmcn are formally excluded : and admitting that an Engliflunnn 
had been guilty of a crime againft this Company which could, from the 
laws in their favour, warrant a criminal profecutionj in fuch cafe, con- 
trary to one of the fundamental principles of the Englifh conftitution, , 
he is removed from the country in which the offence is fuppofed' to be 
committed, even to the oppolitc, fide of the globe, notwithftanding 
there arc courts cftabliflied in India which (hould be competent for the 
trial of all offences , except high treafon. To crown all, if the party 
thus ban ithed, or tranfported to England, be innocently fo oppreffed,. 
lie is by fuch proceedings firft ruined, or at beft rendered incapable of; 
piolecuting with effed, and then the law, as it now (lands, refers him 
to the Court of King’s Bench for juftice againft his oppreffors. 

After all, the Company cannot with truth alledge, that fuch a power 
is neceffary, or in any (hape effential to their exclufive right of trade 
U and from India-, nor can they adduce one folid argument it) fupporti 

of.. 
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of fuch a neceflity on any other pretence whatever. They are dcfpotie 
Sovereigns of the whole country, and in fa<ft Lords paramount ova 
the Englilh laws and courts of juftice. No inhabitant of their fettle- 
ments can commit any crime to endanger the fecurity of the Company, 
but what muft equally endanger the lafety of every individual member 
of the community, they being infeparably conne&ed together. What 
reafon then can be alledgcd for the neceflity of this tyrannic power of 
banifliing, or tranfporting perfons unaccujed judicially, unconfronted , and 
unbeard ? unlcfs it be a tacit acknowledgement, that the Company, with- 
out it, are incapable of governing the dominions of which, as we have 
feen, they con fefs themfelvcs Sovereigns f And in fuch cafe, what 
ftronger proof could be given of the neceflity of the moil fpeedy and 
effectual interference of the Britilh legiflature to deftroy this joint mo- 
nopoly of power, juflice and trade, which it can never be wife, fafe, 
or juft to fuller being ingrafted by any fet of men whatever. 

Upon the whole, every man will acknowledge, that there ought to be 
an efficient civil power in the Britilh fettlements in India, to prevent 
or remove injuries and abufes, to preferve order and difeipline, to 
punilh every kind of offence, and duly to fupport the authority of go- 
vernment: all which, it is humbly conceived, might be ealily and con- 
fidently effected, without prejudice to private property, and without 
infringements on public liberty. But arbitrary feizures of men; fecrct 
inquilitorial interrogations, under guards, of either offenders or wit- 
neffes ; fequeftered imprilonments by military force, and fudden and 
forcible tranfportations, or banilhments of men without trial, or legal 
convi&ion of any crime, from their families, ftations, fortunes, or pro- 
fpe£ts, and fometimes with the facrifice of all, are powers too dcteftable 
in their natures to be differed any where to exift, and much lefs by any 
authority pretended to be derived from the Britilh government. 

In England, and other parts of the Britilh dominions, while lb great 
a ftir has been made about the liberty of the fubjedt and the fecurity of 


private property, it is amazing that fo little attention has been paid to 
thefituation of Britilh fubjefts in Bengal, groaning, as they long have been, 
under the intolerable oppreflion of this enormous and iinconftitutional 
power. In the mean time, it is principally to this exorbitant power, 
the exercife of which has been greatly encouraged by the Directors in 
almoft every general letter to Bengal *, that we muft attribute the im- 


• In their general letters fince the year 17 6f, the Dire Hors have been u fed very injudictoufiy to 
authorize their (Governor and Council at Bengal, at their ovvn dilcretion, to withdraw their protre- 
tion from, or feize and fend to England any perfon or perfons who might be guilty of the fmaliell 
contravention of their orders. An authority that mult be highly dangtyous, bccuufe encouraging and 
even tempting to the abufc of it. 
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menfe fortunes which have been of late fo rapidly fqueezed from the 
natives in thofe parts j and which will continue to bring thofe provinces 
nearer and nearer to deftruCtion, if effedual meafurcs be not fpeedily 
taken to prevent l'uch violences j to enable the injured more catily to 
obtain relief, and to inflict exemplary punishments on fuch oppreffors. 
If this be not fpeedily done, neither the Company nor the nation can 
have a right knowledge of their true interefts in Indian matters, and 
polterity will juftly remark of this period of the eighteenth century, 
that it was then fuppofed the law of the land, for Britons in India to 
be imprijoned , banijhed , and tranftorted by the Englifh Eaji India Com- 
pany, unaccufed, and unheard in their defence. 


CHAP. XII. 

Of the REVENUES of BENGAL and its Dependencies; and of 

THE METHODS OF COLLECTING THEM. 

T HE revenues of Bengal and its dependencies arife from the rents 
paid for lands, either according to their meafurement or accord- 
ing to the produce of them, at certain eftablifhed rates, which vary in 
different parts even of the fame province, according to its different de- 
grees of fertility. While the empire remained unfhaken, the general 
eftablifhed rate of eftimation at Dehly, for cultivated ground in Bengal, 
was three ficca rupees, or feven (hillings and fix pence per bega of 16,003 
fquarc feet, one with another, or about twenty (hillings per acre. But 
this was not the rate of collecting the rents in thofe provinces, where 
few lands paid according to meafurement as fo much per bega-, but ge- 
nerally by a proportion of the crop eftimated on the ground, and valued at 
the then market price of inch produce. Thus ground producing rice, 
peal'e, wheat, barley and other grain generally pays one half of the 
crop: in which mode fome products make the bega very valuable, as the 
lands in Bengal, from the extraordinary fertility of the foil, in moll 
places produce two, and in fome even three crops of grain in the year. 
Ophium and fugar-cane, which yield only one crop in the year, and 
are only produced in particular diftriCts, yield to the land-holder at the 
rate of from feven to as high as fifteen rupees per bega: but the moll 
valuable product of all is the Ihrub which bears the leaf called by the 
natives Paiin, and by the Englilh Beetle-leaf; which, notwithftanding 
the vegetative advantages of the foil and climate, requires lomc nicety 
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in cultivation, and pays the land-holder as high as thirty-tWo rupees 
per bega. 

The whole of what was cohered, was the property of the Emperor, 
by whom the whole country (excepting ftich parts as were aligned on 
temporary grants to the crown petitioners, called Jagucerdars, and the 
charity-lands, allotted to religious purpofes, hy the denomination of 
Bhurmuttro, and a variety of other hard names, under the general title 
of Bazy Zcmccn, which would require whole pages to explain) was al- 
lotted for the purpofc of governing, and colledting the revenues thereof, 
to fuch perlons as he plealtd, either as luperintendants, farmers of the 
revenues, or governors, under the different ranks of Rajahs, Subahdars, 
Nazims, Nabobs, Zemindars, &c. who, whatever they might collect, 
were fddom moleftcd by any officers from the King’s Dcwan, or ’Re- 
ceiver General of the revenues, fo long as they regularly accounted for 
the lums at which their provinces were refpedlively rated in the King’s 
books, and latisfadtorily gratified the Dewaii and other great officers of 
the court. 

The Rajahs are Princes defeended from the ancient Gentoo Kings ; 
many of whom by the indulgence of the Moguls, who always had the 
jufticeor policy to fliew particular attention to this race, have had their 
rajahfliips hereditarily continued in their families : though the Moguls 
of later years have affumed the power of creating even Gentoo Rajahs, 
as well as English Omkahs. Several Raj dis of the ancient races, 
however, ftill hold rajahfliips among thole lands which arc now poffeffed 
by the Englifh Company. The other renters, called Zemindas, and 
the Governors of provinces called by the diftetent names of Subahdars, 
Nazims, er Nabobs (now moftly Mahomcdair) that hold lands, are tem- 
porary farmers, who ulually hold them from year to year, though fomc- 
times for a term of years. Thefe Rajahs, Nabobs and Zemindars, for 
fuch lands as they held, were taxed upon a general reprefentation of 
their produce, ad libitum, by the Sovereign ; who likewife could, when 
he plcafcd, refume the whole of the colledtions, as far as could come 
to his knowledge ; paying or allowing the great land-holders, or lupcr- 
intendants therefrom fuch fums as he thought proper for their Jubliffencc, 
and for the charges of the colledtions and of their refpettive governments. 

There are another fet of inferiour renters under the government, called 
Chowdrys, Talookdars and Etmaumdars, who are accountable for their 
rents to the before-mentioned great land-holders; and both the greater 
and lefier renters have ufually farmed out their lands again, for a net 
fum, .to men of property on the fpot, as undcr-farmers. I hefe laft 

^re they who fet tne lands to the Ryots % or poor tenants and manufac- 
J turers* 
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turfcri ; though the great renters do frequently keep the lands in the ir 
own hands, and colled immediately from the Ryots , at their own 
charge, by their own officers at the Cutcherries, or offices fo called, 
cftablilhed for that purpofe in every diftrid where they are found moft 
convenient, and where, in cafes of backwardnefs in payment, the Ryots 
are feverely chaftized. 

The Ryot holds his lands by a kind of leafe called a Potta/j, fpccify- 
ing the fort, quantity and rate of his land, the rent of which is to be 
paid at Hated periods ; and thefe Pottabs are irrevocable by the ancient 
dlablifhed laws of the empire, fo long as the tenant juftly pays up his 
rents ; and even in cafe of failure therein, fo tender were ancient cuf- 
toms of the hufbandman’s intereft, that he could not be difpofl'efled of 
his lands until after a failure in his payments for twelve months. 

For the purpofes of cultivation, it has been likewife ever cuftomary 
for the Nabobs to lend the Idler land-holders, and again for thofe land- 
holders or other men of property to advance to the Ryots coniiderable 
fums of money upon bond, though at a very high rate of intereft, even fo 
high as upwards of forty per cent, per am. to be repaid from the produce 
of the enluing crop. The turns advanced in this way, commonly known 
in Bengal by the term Tagabty , are employed by the Ryot in the charges 
of cultivation, particularly in buying cattle and feed, and in making 
the neceflary refervoirs and drains, which are there very requifite, and 
the moft expenfive preparatives. Without this advance to the poor 
people, the whole bufinefs of agriculture would be at a ftand : it is 
therefore evident, that the encouragement derived by the poorer fort of 
people from public protection can be no where more neceflary than in 
the interior parts of Bengal. 

Since the fubverfion of the Mogul empire, the lands of every diftridt 
of courfe become the property of each refpedtive ufurper, fo long as 
by their own power they can maintain pofieffion ; and fo long each 
ufurper deemed himfelf, and in fadf was a real fovereign. Thus, upon 
.the Englifh Eaft India Company’s affirming the Dewannee, we find that 
they alfo, in their turn, declare themfelvcs to have become the Sove- 
reigns * of a rich and potent kingdom ; of the revenues of which they 
likewife declare themlelves not only the Colleftors but Proprietors. 

• See a Letter from the Select Commi ttek at Calcutta to the Court of Fait India 
Director?, daud the ift Oflober 1767, figned by Lord Ch<vt> William Brigbtnvell Sumntr, John 
Carna( t Harry Vtreljl, and Francis Sykej, Efquircs; Authentic Papers, pages 92 and 103. See 
alfo the Proceedings of the Select Committee at Calcutta, the 1 8th September 1765, as 
contained in the following chapter. 
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When the fovereig ity of the Bengal provinces was thus taken by the 
Company upon themfelves, in 1765 Mr. Sykes was appointed, by the 
Prefident and Selett Committee at Calcutta, the Company’s Relident at 
the Durbar *, or the Nabob's Court at the capital of Murffiedabad, to 
adjuft the grofs revenues of the provinces, a nd fettle the claims of Ja- 
guserdarit as being a part of that bufmefsT This gentleman, lingle 
and without any checks, was likewife entrufted with the direction of 
the Nabob and his officers, fuperintended the interior collections, and 
the adminiftration of jufticc- in countries more extenfive and more po- 
pulous than Great Britain ; and, as if thefe were not enough for the 
fingle abilities of this gentleman, the wifdom of the Selcft Committee 
farther loaded him with the additional charge of the chicfihip of the 
Company’s factory at Coffimbazar, where molt of their filk and a great 
part of their other Bengal inveftments are provided. 

The amount of the whole revenues of Bengal and its dependencies, 
as adjufted by Mr. Sykes in the faid year, 1765, was eftimated as 
follows, viz. > 

* In order farther to underftand the bufinefs of the revenues, and of the Rcfidcnt at the Dunbar* 
fee Numbers XXXVII. XXXVIII. XXXIX. and XL. of the Appendix, pages 133 to 14*. being 
copies of four letters from Mr. Sykes to the Select Committee at Calcutta, on his adjuftmenu of the 
Dtuanntt Revtnun . 
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Which Turn of Sicca rupees, two crorcs^ fixty- eight lacks, twenty- 
feven thoufand lix hundred and fixty-one, and fifteen annas, valuing 
the Sicca rupee, according to Mr. Sykes, at nearly two {hillings and 
eight pence halfpenny, and making (£.3,630,676 18 5) the ium of 
pounds, three millions, fix hundred and thirty thoufand, fix hundred 
and l'eventy-lix pounds dcrling, Mr. Sykes fubferibed to, and declared 
it to be his opinion, that the whole would be collected in the year 
1 766, without oppreffing the inhabitants. The Right Honourable 
Lord Clive likcwil'e gave his opinion upon this datement of the Bengal 
revenues, in his letter to the Court of Directors, dated Calcutta, the 
30th September 1765, in the following words*: 

“ Tour revenues, by means of this new acquifition (meaning the De- 
“ w Wince) will, as near as I can judge, not fall Ihort, for the enfuing 
“ year, of 350 lacks of Sicca rupees, including your former pod'ef- 
“ lions of Burdwan, &c. Hereafter they will at lead: amount to 20 or 
“ 30 lacks more. Your civil and military expences in time of peace 
“ can never excecd'6o lacks of rupees. The Nabob’s allowances are 
“ already reduced to 42 lacks, and the tribute to the king is fixed at 
“ 26. So that there will be remaining a clear gain to the Company 
“of 122 lacks of Sicca rupees, or£. 1,650,900 derling, which will dc- 
“ f ra y expences of the invejiments, furnijh the whole of the China 

“ treafure, dnjiver the demands of all your other fett lenient s in India , and 
u leave a conjiderable balance in your treafury bejides . In time of war, 
“ when the country may be fubjeCt to the incurfions of bodies of cavalry, 
“ we lhall, notwithdanding, be able to collect a fufficient fum for our 
“ civil and military exigencies, and likewife for our invedments ; be- 
“ caufe a very rich part of the Bengal and Bahar dominions arc fituated 
“ to the cadward of the Ganges, where we can never be invaded. 
“ What I have given you is a real, not an imaginary fate of your revenues , 
“ and you may be affured they will not fall fort of my computation .” 

After producing two fuch good authorities, the reader will certainly 
admit, that fuch was the improVeable date of the revenues in Bengal in 
the year 1765. 

In the continual fluctuation of the property of the country, under 
different ufurpers, the mod iimple mode of taxation, under manifold 
opprclfive pretences, has been fo increaled and varied, and, by the vil- 
lany of the endlefs train of accomptants, fhruffs, or money-changers, 
receivers and other officers employed in the collections at the Cutcher- 
ries, has in many places become lb perplexed, as to render a thorough 


• See Authentic Papers, pnge 26. 
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knowledge of the prefent revenues a difficult talk ; and from the 
prefent general ftate of the country, as well as from the particular 
cuftoms and methods of conduding this bufinefs, the harpies employed 
find it cafy to pradife every fpecies of extortion and fraud. This is 
fo much the calc, that in many places, after the yearly account of a 
Pergunnah has been fettled at any of the Cutchcrries, the detedion of 
its falfity, or the proof of its truth would be a difficult undertaking 
even to the belt accomptant, however well acquainted he might be with 
the languages and cuftoms of the country. 

In fad, every method pradifed in the bufinefs of the collodions 
feems to have been calculated, in every department, to encourage de- 
ceit, and fereen it from the Sovereign ; for the very accounts of the 
Bengal collodions, which are kept in the Bengal language, are, from 
eftablilhed cuftom, kept on fmall odavo flips of paper, called Ferds, 
and filed on a firing;, which, if not fharply looked after and regularly 
abftraded, it is very cafy for the Black clerks to take off one Fcrd and 
flip on another, to ferve a particular purpofe. The Englilh collector 
can never deted a fraud of this kind, unlcfs he can write and read the 
* Bengal language, or has, what is very rare, honeft Banyans about 
him. 

The fame confufion which has prevailed in the Dehly provinces Once 
the fubverfion of the empire, has extended to the dominions of every 
ufurping Nabob. Thus, in particular, from the invafion of Nader 
Shah downwards, the independent Nabobs, or Subahdars of Bengal, 
have in general paid but little attention to the hereditary rights of the 
antient Rajahs, or Zemindars ; and fince the Englilh Haft India Com- 
pany have become the Sovereigns of Bengal, Id's ceremony has been 
ufed with them ; many of the lowcft clafs of Banyans having been put 
over them, or in their places, as well as in every department of the 
government. 

The revenues, when adjufted at Murfhcdabftd, arc taxations ad libi- 
tum, and hitherto have depended entirely on the arbitrary will of the 
Englilh chief, or chiefs; as may be all'o l'cen from Mr. Sykes’s Letters, 


*■ A very extraordinary inftance of the great utility, of this attainment, to the Englilh collectors, 
came within the writer's knowledge in the year |?G6, while Samuel Middleton, I'.f.j; « js chid of the 
Loinpanv’s factory at Patna, and fupcrlntcndam of the revenues of the Uah ir province?, under Mur- 
fhedubAd. The Vakeel of one of" the /emlndars prtfented himftlf before the cnicf with (bine heavy 
complaints, as from his mailer, which related to the affairs of his country. In lupport of his com- 
plaint, he pulled a letter out of his turban, and began to read the complairt in the Bengal lan- 
guage very fluently, trarflating it into HindoftAn for the chief, as he went along. The writer, 
who underlined a little of this language, was looking over his fhouldcr all the while, and difeovered 
to Mr. Middleton that there was not, in all the letter, a word written of what the Vakeel pretended 
to read ; whereupon his falfhood was detected, to his great (hamc and confufion* 

[ U 2 J already 
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already quoted : and thofe chiefs fo befet with harpies, who, from 
the highed to the lowed, will be always intcrefted in deceiving them 
and endeavouring to fap their integrity, can have no guides whom they 
can depend on but their own judgments and confciences. With Englilh 
collectors another let of men have been alfo naturally introduced, the 
Englilh Sircars and Banyans ; who, from the fuperior influence which 
they alfume over the red of the Black officers, as being Deivdns to the 
Lords of the country, mud generally be di d fatisfied. Under thefe 
different ranks of men, the divilions and fubdivifions are innumerable; 
all of whom, from the Nabob down to the lowed officer of a village, 
mud have a (hare of what can be fccreted from the revenues. In this 
fituation of affairs it is obvious, that there mud be innumerable abufes 
in the department of the revenues, which will el'cnpe the Englilh col- 
lector, though a man of the greated integrity; of fome of which abufes 
wc will briefly take notice in this place. 

At the commencement of every year, which in Bengal begins in 
April, there is an eftablilhed fedival, called the Poonea, which is the 
time appointed for adjuding the accounts of the revenues with the dif- 
ferent land-holders, and confirming or revoking their leafes, according 
to their merits, or otherwife. At this fead the different Rajahs and 
Zemindars cither appear at Murlhedabad in perfon, or fend their Va- 
keels, to negotiate and fettle the fum to be edablilhed for the revenues 
of their refpeftivc didrifts for the enfuing year, as well as to adjud the 
accounts of that expired. On thefe occafions, whether a Zemindar 
has been punftual or not in the payment of his rents according to the 
terms agreed on, the Mutfeddees never want a complaint againd him, 
a pretext for railing his rents, or a competitor to be oppofed to him, 
lor the purpofes of lecuring his confent to the payment of a private 
Nuzzeranah, or prefent demanded ; which Nuzzeranah is generally in- 
crcafed, by the Zemindar, in proportion as the officers, upon whom the 
generality of the Company’s chiefs muji ' depend for their information,, 
agree to decreale the fum dipulated for the next year’s revenue ; and, 
in this fituation,. he who agrees to the larged fiim of Nuzzeranah is let 
loolc upon the the country for the enfuing year. 

This adjudment, which in Bengal is emphatically called the Bundobujl 
(the tying and binding) naturally affords a fine field for the exercilc of 
the fertile genius of tiffs race of Afiatics, inferior to none in intrigues. 
The Zemindars, who upon this occalion generally are in want of large 
fums of ready cadi, as well as of fecurity to be given for the payment 
of their rents according to agreement, have been ufually neceffitated to 
•ell in the Shroffs, or bankers and money-changers, to their affillance. 

2. JugguL 
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Juggut Scat, the head of a Gcntoo family of the Weaver tribe or calf, 
m the time of the Nabob Jaffier Khawn, availed himfelf of this ciremn- 
flance, which the fuccceding times of confulion in the empire enabled 
him to improve, to the introduction of new culloms at the Durbar, in 
the department of the revenues, and to the raffing and enriching of 
himfelf and his family. From a very inconfiderable origin, he became 
the moll eminent banker in Hindodan ; having his Shops and Clomalhihs 
eftablilhed for the purpofes of drawing and remitting in all the principal 
trading towns of the empire. This bulinefs in India, in times ot public 
fccurity, which arc not likely foon to return, was advantageous beyond 
any thing that is known in Europe, as well from the percentage allowed 
upon the bills called Hundyvcaan, as on the Batta, or exchange ot ru- 
pees. By his Gomaftahs he was regularly and well informed oi all mo- 
mentous tranladions in every part of the empire. This introduced 
him into the political intrigues of the Durbar at Murlhedab.id, where he 
and his family, l'ome of whom dill remain the diadows of their father’s 
grandeur, lived with the retinue and magnificence of Princes. 

By a juggle with the Nabobs and officers of the mint and revenues, 
this great banker introduced a cudom very injurious to circulation ; 
which has been ever llnce pradifed, to the dctiimcnt of the country; 
and dill continues, to the diame of the Englifh Eall India Company. 
This was the introduction of a Batta, or agio upon the rupee called 
Sicca, which is a real coinage of ftandard diver according to the cllab- 
lifhed laws of the late empire. The current rupee, lb called by the Eng- 
liffi, is, like the pound derling, a nominal fpecic, valued at lixtccn per 
cent. Batta lei's than Sicca, for the convcnicncy, in adjuding accounts, of 
reducing into one l'pccie the innumerable forts of diflcrcnt rupees which 
have been introduced in all parts dnee the lubverfion of the empire. I his 
Batta was nominally fixed, fo that the new- coined Sura rupee fhould circu- 
late twelve months at full Batta, and then fall three per cent, under the 
denomination of Iiirfuns , or Siccas of various years. At the expiration of 
the fecond year, they funk again, under another denomination ot hunotts, 
the Batta of which was fixed at two per cent, lcls : fo that what was fix- 
teen per cent, the frft year, was thirteen per cent, the Jecond, and eleven per 
cent, the third : at which lad denomination of Snnotts they remained, 
until re-coined into Siccas ; fubjeft ncverthelcfs, like nil other rupee?, to 
fuch variations in the Batta, or agio, as the money-dealers could client, 
from the plenty or fcarcity of each particular (pecics ; for it was the 
Englidi alone who, in their own fcttlemenis and in dealings only among 
themfclvcs, tiled to adjult their accounts by the laid cllabhflicd Bum "f 
it, n, and il percent. The variety of mpees introduced in di.’hur.r 
0 puts 
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parts of the empire, is of fuch fort, that if a merchant of Murlhedabad 
wants to purchalc goods in any adjacent province, for ready money, it is 
ncecflary for him firfl. to purchafe of the money-changers in the Baz&r, 
that fort of rupees which will beft anfwer, or yield the leaft lofs in the 
country where he intends to make his purchafes ; for even the Sicca 
rupees coined at the different mints of Patna, Murlhedabdd, or Calcutta, 
when carried out of the province in which they were coined, bear a Batta, 
or pafs with a difeount. Thus the trade in rupees has long been an ex- 
tenfive and complicated branch of buffnefs, and the Batta, which is a mif- 
chievous in liniment in the hands of great exchange and money-dealers, 
was by the maum.ivrcs of this artful Shroff, or banker, at MurfhcdaMd, 
rendered a fund of infinite wealth to the family of the Seats, and remains 
yet an a bull uncorrce'led by the prefent governors of that country. 

When the Zemindars were diftreffld for a fum of ready money, or a 
bondfman, in order, upon an emergency, to fecure their farms, Juggut 
Seat was always ready. He likewife obtained the Shroffing * of all the 
revenues ; and upon occalion became anfwerable to the Subahdar, or 
Nabob, at the iullance of the Zemindars, for fuch particular payments 
on account of their rents as thty fell ihort in : for which he was well 
paid by a high filtered on the turns he advanced. By thefe means he 
acquired an influence at the Durbar little inferior to that of the Nabdb 
himfelf : as inftances of which, he was the chief inftrument in the 
acquifition of Lord Clive’s famous jagucer ; and he amaffed a fortune, 
as his countrymen calculate, of feven crorcrs of rupees, or near nine 
millions ftcrling. Such were the profits at the Durbar j which the 
reader will be farther enabled to guefs at from the following relation of 
the practices which have been introduced and followed there, more or 
lets, ever fincc. 

Among the arrangements which took place upon Lord Clive’s allum- 
ing the Dtivanmv , a fon of this Juggut Seat, fcarce eighteen years old, 
was appointed the Company’s Shroff, and affociated with Mahomed 
Reza Khawn and Doolubram, the perfons mentioned in Mr. Sykes's 
letters already quoted, as officers on the part of the Company, for con- 
ducting the luifinelb of the province and the collection of the revenues. 
But notwithff, Hiding all his Lordffiip’s precautions in thofe appointments 
they did neither put a flop to the irregularities which had taken fo 
deep root, nor prevent that fudden acquifition of fortune which his 
Lordlhip and the Secret Committee had Jo very much at heart. 

* Shroffing, (q called by the Englifti in Bengal, is the examining, forting, and weighing thevariooi 
kinds of rupees, to fix each to its diftinft fpecics, difeard the refufe, ana fettle the batta upon all, 
accord ng to the price of the day, in order to eitabliih the value in ltandard, or Jicca rvptes. 

When 
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When the term of the monthly payments agreed on becomes due, if the 
Zemindar has not his money ready in time, as is feldom the cafe, it has 
been cuftomary for the officers of the collections, in all parts of the pro- 
vinces under the Nabob, to charge him with three and one eighth percent, 
per menfetn interefl upon the furn, for the time of his default in payment; 
cxclufive of which, a dedudtion is likewile made from the turn paid in, 
of from three to eight per cent, under the denomination of Jhroffage upon 
the Cutcha Amddny. This Cutcha Amddny, which literally means the gro/s 
import, is the payment made by the Zemindar, confiding of the many 
various forts of rupees as they come up from the Pcrgunnahs, before 
the Shroffs have purified them by their batta, to reduce them to the net 
fum of flandard ficcas, for which the Zemindar will have credit in the 
books of the Nabob’s Cutcherry. Belides thefe allowances in the Bahir 
province, when the Zemindar has not been able to pay up in time his 
Hated payment, the Engliffi Governor’s Dewan has been known, in 
imitation of the old Juggut Scat, to take upon himlelf the amount of 
the payment due from the Zemindar, giving a receipt to the Nabob, called 
a PaTit, for the amount, as paid into the Engliffi treafury there ; and 
on this account the Engliffi Dewan receives from Zemindar an allow- 
ance, called Paatwa n, of ten per cent, upon the fum, for the ufe of 
his credit. In the mean time, if the Dewan is called upon for the 
money, his influence enables him ealily to raile it among the Shroffs, 
to anfwer any preffing demand of the Company. Exclulivc of this, it 
has been alfo cuftomary in the fame province to deduct five per cent, from 
the Zemindar’s payments, under the head of Rujj'um , Dujlore, or cujlotn, 
as a perquifite for the under Sircars. 

In cafes of ravage, from the incurfions of an enemy, devaflations from 
the floods occafloned by the periodical rains, fcarcity from the extra- 
ordinary drought of the feafon, or of any other public calamity, a pro- 
portionate deduction is made from the fiipulated rents : and this alfo 
affords a fpacious field for the excrcife of Aliatic ingenuity in bribery and 
intrigue, from the Nabdb down to the Ryot. 

People are alfo frequently fent by the Engliffi, or Government -mitt fed- 
dees into the Pergunnahs, under feveral different denominations ; l'uch 
as Aumcens, Aumils, &c. to examine accounts, mcafurc land, value the 
crop, or to haften and forward the collections ; who always receive 
very confiderable allowances from the Zemindars, the amount of which 
is again levied upon the Ryots, or poor tenants in the diltridts they are 
fent to, belides large fums which they moft commonly receive for con- 
cealing their difeoveries. Here it mull be remarked, that the above- 
mentioned allowances charged upon the monthly payments made by 

i the 
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the Zemindar, for the deficiency of which he mult Hill fill up the fum 
of his flipulated payment, form the charge of a compound, or aggre- 
gate fum, much greater than the fame would amount to if charged at 
once in a fixed fum per annum. 

It is likewife the cultom of the country, for the government to colleft 
a fourth part, called the Chout , upon the amount of moft judicial de- 
cilioiis in caufcs of meum and tuum between individuals at the Cutcherries, 
hut particularly on the amount of bond debts; and this alfo is, in the 
piefcnt anarchical ftate of the country, a copious field for the Banyans 
and other officers, in which they pradtife every fpecics of roguery and 
intrigue. 

But one of thegreatefl advantages, made by the principal officers of the 
revenue, has been the lending out their money, and not unfrequently 
the Company’s, as their own, upon Tagabey, as already explained, at 
the rate of 35 and 40 per cent, per annum , for which they can fecurely 
repay themfelves from the firlt monies coming in on account of the rents. 
Wc do not pretend to alfert, that any of our Englifli colledtors have 
{hared in this varietv of perquifites, though that point might have been 
worthy of the inquiry of the late intended Supervifors ; yet we cannot 
exculpate them, on the charge of employing the Nabob , and through 
him the Zemindars , to take off the cotton of their very extraordinary 
monopoly of that commodity (treated of in our 14th chapter) as in fadt 
this was neither more nor lefs than charging the revenues with the pro- 
fits on the cotton, for the benefit of the owners, and to the ruin of the 
country and manufactures. 

In (hort, fo great, and fo notorious have been the advantages to be 
gathered up at the Durbar, that even the Banyans of junior Engliffi fer- 
vauts under the Refident, have thought it worth their while to pay 
twenty-five per cent, per annum for money to fatisfy the calls of their 
mailers, rather than lole their polls, while they have lent the money lo 
railed, to their mailers at the cuftomary intereft of ten per cent, per ann. 
and fo great have been the irregularities in the bufinefs of the colledtions, 
that it has been acuflonury practice for the Zemindars to pay twenty-five 
per cent, on the grol's amount of their taxed rents, to particular per- 
ibns of influence, for the loan of their names to protedl them from ex- 
adtions, or trouble at the Durbar, inltances of which are within our 
knowledge. The writer of thefc fficets has even known a black col- 
lector, employed by the Engliffi in the Bahar province, of his own au- 
thority levy a rax of eight annas (or about fifteen pence) on every vil- 
lage in his province to indemnify himfelf for a ring which he had loll in 
the Cutcherry > which though a fmall tax on each village, yet when 
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colleded upon all the villages in the province would amount to a very 
confiderable fum. 

In this Atuation of affairs, it mu A be obvious to the intelligent reader, 
that to the old abufes many new ones have been added, from the in- 
trodudion of a new let of harpies upon the prcl'ent change of govern- 
ment ; as no prudent meafures have been yet cffcdually adopted for 
the prevention of fuch abufes in the minutix of bufinefs. And it mull 
be equally obvious, that the encouragement lb neccflaiy for ngiicultuie 
in Bengal is at prefent lefs than ever it has been ; for the merchants 
and other men of property among the natives, for want of due fecu- 
rity under this double government, dare not lend money upon 'Tiig/i- 
bey, as before, to the cultivators of the foil; nor dare the latter receive 
it from any others than thcEnglith colledors and Banyans, which when 
they do, it is reludantly; notwithftanding it is highly worthy of the 
attention of the Governours of the country to encourage the univerf.il 
lending of Tagabej, as the bed and perhaps only method practicable for 
reducing the exorbitant intereft upon the poor hulbandtmn. 

It mult be likewife obvious, that while fuch is the wretched ftate of the 
government in Bengal, the real amount of the revenues ofthofe provinces 
can never be precifely traced through fuch an intricate labyrinth of fraud 
and deceit: nor will it ever be dtefted till a complete incafurcmcnt be 
made of every diftrid, and a juft account taken of the land held by 
every Ryot. And whenever that is done, the lands paying no rents, 
held under the denominations of jagueers and charity- lands, will cut a 
mod confpicuous figure. Of this the reader may form fomc notion, when 
he is informed, that during the Chicffhip of Mr. John Johnftonc in the 
province of Burdwan alone, after an odious ferutiny, which employed 
near feventy perfons and lafted near eight months, that gentleman diieo- 
vered 568,736 begas, making nearly a fifth part of the lands of the whole 
province, to have been alienated from the revenue, and puddled c hi dly, 
upon fraudulent grants, by priefts, fuperintendents ol the leuiuie 
and favourites; under the various titles of ILizy Zcmcen, or charity - 
lands. 

Under thefe circumftanccs, it may with the greateft truth be ad-rted, 
that the lum received by the Company’s eolledtois at M^.ftiedaha.l, after 
making all due allowances, has ever fallen gieatly Omit <-1 the amount 
adlually paid by the Ryots, or original cultivators oi the country. This, 
whether wc confider the Company as the fovereign : at,d prop; ie tots of 
the revenue, as they ftile thcmfdves, or as trudecs fur the public, is a 
matter worthy of the regard of ftock-holdeis, and ol the minuteft at- 
tention of this nation. But the embezzlement ol the revenues ol lkng d 
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never will be effsdually prevented, till capital puniflifaents are in* 
Hided upon embezzlers, whomfoever they may be. The blacks, by> 
proper punifliments being inflided on two or three perfons legally con- 
vided of fuch embezzlements, would foon be awed into an honed 
pradicc : for the prefent dilhonefty of the timid natives in thofe matters 
is perhaps more owing to the frequency of bad examples in their fuperiors, 
and to tne total impunity of fuch crimes in Bengal, than to the villany of 
even thofe natives who have been moll corrupted in European fettle- 
ments. Such punilhments however as would prevent it, at lead in fomc 
legree, the Company are not, and perhaps cannot be legally impowered 
to inflid. 

The Company have of late adopted a plan which the writer recom- 
mended to them, among other improvements in the year 176 7, of fta- 
tioning their covenanted fervants .to the fuperintendcncy of the collec- 
tions at every principal' Zemindary, and appointing a board of revenue 
at Murlhedabad. Although the original fprings of the former flourilh- 
ing revenues in Bengal have been, of late years, fo choaked up or de- 
ftroyed as not eafily to be redored j nevcrthclefs by this new regulation, 
which it is drangc was fo long negleded, the Company will doubtlcfs 
■piake a very conlidcrable Hiving in the revenues, fo far as refpeds the 
prevention of frauds and alienations ; though much will be dill want- 
ing for. putting the bufinef 3 of the colledions upon a proper footing, 
and particularly for preventing the young Englilh collcdor from alio, 
becoming the only merchant and fupreme judge in the didrid under 
his fuperintendcncy, which the influence he acquires from fuch a Aation 
puts fo calily in his power. It was a midaken notion among the Diredors, 
that the influence of a young fervant, dationed in the interior country,, 
would he inconliderable, and therefore lefs pernicious than that of a 
Counfcllor ; for wherever an European is edablilhed in a public charac- 
ter, by the authority of the Company, whether a Writer or a Counfcllor, , 
lie is equally diled by the natives the Burra Salih, the Great Lord, or 
Governor. And the iVipcrior clades among them, even the country 
Rajahs and Zemindar's, have as yet but a drange conception of the 
Englilh government ; for there have been indanccs of a Rajah’s offer- 
ing one of his daughters for the feraglio of an Englilh colledor, upon 
the adjudment of his Bundobijl . Nothing at the fame time can fhew 
in a dronger light the great influence of the Englilh, and the abjed 
date of dependence to which the natives are at prefent reduced, than 
an inlhnce of this nature, fo dircdlly contrary to every tie that is held 
lacrod by Centoos. 
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The oppreflions and monopolies in trade which have been intro- 
duced of late years, but particularly within the latt feven (as treated of 
in our XHIth and XIVth chapters) have been the principal caufes of fuch 
a decreafe in the real revenues of Bengal, as very fliortly will be moft: 
feverely felt by the Company. For the Ryots, who arc generally both 
land-holders and manufacturers, by the oppreflions of gomaflahs in har- 
rafling them for goods (as inftanced in our XIVth chapter) arc frequently 
rendered incapable of improving their lands, and even of paying ihcir 
rents; for which, on the other hand, they are again chadded by the 
officers of the revenue, and not unfrequcntly have by thofe harpies been 
neceffitated to fell their children in order to pay their rents, or otherwilb 
obliged to fly the country*. 

Another obftacle to the improvement of the revenues in Bengal is the 
want, to both great and little land-holders, of a fecurc and permanent 
pofleffion of the lands ; while the chawbuck and the caprice of a Governor 
are, in faCt, almoft the only laws for the decifion of right. Thus fitu- 
ated, the renter, fo far from venturing any part of his own real pro- 
perty in improving of farms which he is liable to be difpofl'efl'cd of at 
any time for the benefit of others, does, on the contrary, entirely em- 
ploy himfelf in making the mod of all temporary advantages while he 
holds the lands, and cares not in what lituation he leaves- them to a 
fncceflor. 

Intermediate renters, or dealers, are every where, and in all things, 
thofe who make the greateft profits : and the permitting of 1b many 
ranks of fuperintendents and renters ieems to have been a material 
error in the Hindoftan policy ; becaufe, for the welfare of a flate, the 
growers and confuraers of provifions cannot poflibly approach too near 
together. 


* Bengal affords a fatal example of the ccnfcq'ienccs of a country's being once depopulated from 
©ppreflion, or violence done to the inhabitants j for a traflof 240 miles of fca-coall in the centre of die 
Company’s pofTdflons, from the ifland of Sundecp to the ifland Sapor, which was abandoned by the in- 
habitants, on account of the ravages commi ted t>y the Mugg pirates about! * $ years ago (and winch 
have been repeated in a lefa degree in later times) remains to this day a defect, overgrown with wood, 
has become very unhealthy, and is now known only to its prcfein inhabitant?, the timers and other 
wild bcafts. Thofe banditti, under the King of Arrncan, who by tlirir mmn* had rt that tunc got 
pofleflion of Chittigong and the ifland of Sundecp, nfed to delcend uoon 1 he IJcngal ifland* in large 
fleets of armed boats, and make incurfions for an hundred miles up the nuintrou uvcr<* and cicek*, 
which afforded them fhcltcr; plundering and burning the villages, and making liases of the inha- 
bitant. This larger trail, which is extremely fertile, and was alfo formerly as icmarkably po- 
pulous, is moft conveniently fituuted for trade and navigation, as may be teen upon infpc&ion ot our 
map : nevcithelcfs this important field for improvement, which now only in fome places produces a 
little fait at the ri(k of the maker’s lives, has hitherto lain totally ncglc^ed by the Company, whole 
fyllem, as of late conduced, has been by no means ca’culatcd to promote the general wchaic of 
country, or to grant, bkc good Sovereign, their effcttoal protection to the inhabit nt*. 
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It remains to be Teen, from the experience of future years, what fa- 
lutary regulations the wifdom of Courts of Diredlors will enforce for the 
management of this branch, and the general improvement of the Bengal 
dominions : a concern of the utmoft importance to the nation; and which, 
if properly attended to, we will venture to affert, the revenues of Bengal, 
as found by Lord Clive and Mr. Sykes in the year 1765, amounting, as 
by ftatement before given, to 3,630,676b might cafily, and without 
oppreffion to the inhabitants, have been improved by this time to Jix mil- 
lions Jlerling ; while, by an improper management, they have yearly 
fallen fhort of that very ftatement, and will mod probably daily con- 
tinue to grow worfe, till an effectual fyftem of reformation be eftab— 
lilhcd. 


CHAP. XIII. 

% 

On. the late MONOPOLY of SALT, BEETLE-NUT and 

TOBACCO. 


W E come now to confider a monopoly the mod cruel in its nature, 
and moft deftrudtive, in its confequences, to the Company’s 
affairs in Bengal, of all that have of late been eftablilhed there.. 
Perhaps it Hands unparralellcd in the hiftory of any government that 
ever exifted on earth, confidered as a public adt ; and we /hall be not 
lei's aftonillied when we conlider the men who promoted it, and the 
reafons given by them for the eftablilhmcnt of fuch excluftve dealings 
in what may there be confidered as neceffaries of life. 

When the Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive propofed returning 
to Bengal, as Governor of the Eaft India Company’s fettlemente, he 
wrote a * letter to the Court of Diredtors, containing fuch lentiments 
as were bed: calculated to obtain their concurrence with the Proprietors 
in his appointment and future views. Among other things, he gave 
them his opinion, “ that it was the encroachments made upon the 
“ Nabob's preferiptive rights , by the Governor and Council, and the 
“ reft of the fervants in Bengal trading in the articles of fait, beetle-nut 
“ and tobacco, which had greatly contributed to haften and bring on 
“ the troubles with the Nabob Cofilm Ally Khawn. That, therefore, as 
« the trading in fait, beetle-nut and tobacco had been one caule of the 


• See the Letter at large in the J(p<ndix, NS XLI. page 146, dated Berkeley Square, the 27th. 
4 pnl 1^64. « dilutes-, 
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" difputes which then had fubfiffed, his Lordfhip hoped thofe articles 
“ would be rcftored to the Nabob, and the Company’s fervants abib. 
“ lutely forbid to trade in them, This would be ffriking at the root of 
“ the evil, tend to reftore that ceconomy which was fo neceffary in 
“ the fervice of the Company, and ferve to prevent the fudden acqui- 
“ fition of fortunes that had of late taken place, and which, if not 
“ put a flop to, the Company’s affairs muff greatly fuff'er. And his 
“ Lot'dffiip promiled, as a means t© alleviate in fomc meafure the dif- 
“ fatisfadion that fuch reffridions upon the commercial advantages of 
“ the Company’s fervants might occafion in them, that he would not 
“ engage in any kind of trade himfelf, but leave all commercial advan- 
“ tages (the Governor's portion of which ufed to be always very con- 
“ fiderable) to the fervants, to be divided amongff themfelves.” 

His Lordffiip’s reprefentations to the Diredors, and his profeflions of 
difintereftednefs produced the defired effed. lie was nominated to the 
government of Bengal; and a Seled Committee, conlifting of his 
Lordfhip, Mr. William Brightwell Sumner, Brigadier General Carnac, 
alfo Meflieurs Harry Verelft and Francis Sykes, was appointed, with 
full powers to purfue whatever means they ffiould judge moil proper, 
to attain the dcfirable ends of reftoring and effablilhing peace anti 
tranquillity in Bengal. And the orders which the Court of Dircdors 
were pleafed to give upon the fubjed of this trade, in the letter to their 
Prelidency at Bengal, which apppointed the faid Committee, dated the 
iff June 1764, were the following. 

“ You are hereby ordered and direded, as foon after the receipt of 
" this as may be convenient, to confult the Nabob, as to the manner of 
“ carrying on the inland trade in fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, and the 
“ other articles produced and confumed in the country, which may be 
■* nioft to his fatisfadion and advantage, the intcrcil of the Company, 

“ and likewife of the Company’s fervants. 

“ You are, therefore, to form a proper and equitable plan for carrying 
“ on the faid trade, and tranfmit the fame to us, accompanied by fuch ex- 
“ planations, obfervations and remarks as may enable 11s to give our 
** ientiments anddiredions thereupon in a full and explicit manner. 

“ In doing this, as before obferved, you are to have a particular re- 
u gard to the interejl and entire J'at isj act ion of the Nabob, both with re- 
" fped to bis revenues and a proper fupport of bis government ; in 
“ fhort, this plan muff bo fettled with his frkf, will and content, and. 
u in fuch a manner as not to afford any juff grounds of complaint." 
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The great advantage to be made in Bengal from a monopoly of thefe 
three articles of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, was among thefirft which 
the manoeuvre of the Deivannee, taken notice of in our IVth and Vlth 
chapters, prefented to his Lordlhip and his affoci ate- reformers, and 
which they did not fail to avail themfelves of. The Committee, there- 
fore, foon loft light of the orders and intentions of the Court of Direc- 
tors, and, in contradi&ion to his Lordlhip’s mod folemn declarations, 
an univerfal public monopoly of thofe three articles was determined 
on : the profits of which were to be divided among themfelves, and fuch 
others of the Company’s fervants as they thought proper. All the fer- 
vants, down to a certain rank, were put upon the lift without alking 
their concurrence, or acquainting them with the particulars of the plan. 
This, confidering the monopoly even as a juft eftablilhment, was a 
manifeft injury to feveral of the junior fervants, who, from their own 
knowledge and induftry, gained, in a fair way of trade, confiderably 
more than the Ihare allotted them by this fyftem produced. Many 
wholly difapproved the plan, a6 far as they were acquainted with it ; 
but it would have been dangerous to have publicly exprefied their fenti- 
ments. They were made to fign a long indenture, authorizing the 
Committee of Trade to condud the buiinefs, though they did not know 
the particulars of the plan. The perfon who had Ihewn any backward- 
nefs, would not only have been deprived of his private trade, but pro- 
bably too have been difmifled the fervice. The proceedings on this 
occafion of the Seled Committee will beft fhew the mode which was 
adopted to carry this plan into execution : they were verbatim as 
follows. 

“ At a Seled Committee, held at Fort William, the 10th Auguft 1765, 

“Present 

“ William Brightwell Sumner, Eiq; PfCfident, and 
“ Harry Vcrelft, Efq; 

“ In conformity to the Honourable Company’s orders, contained in 
“ their letter of the iftjune 1764, the Committee now proceed to take 
“ under their confideration the fubjed of the inland trade in the articles 
“ of fait, bectle-nut and tobacco, the fame having frequently been dif- 
“ courfed of at former meetings, and Mr. Sumner having lately col- 
“ leded the opinions of the abfent members at large on every circum- 
‘‘ ftance, it is now agreed and refolved, That the following plan for 
“ comludting this trade lhall be carried into execution, the Committee 
2 “ efteeming 
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** efteeming the fame the moft correfpondent to the Company' s orders and 
* conducive to the ends which they have in view, when they require that 

the trade (hall be put upon fuch a footing as may appear moft cquit- 
** able for the benefit of their fervants, lead liable to produce difputes 
“ with the country government , and wherein their own interefts and that 
“ of the Nahtih (hall at the (ame time be properly attended to and 
«« confidered. 

“ Firft, That the whole trade (hall be carried on by an exclufive 
«« company formed for that purpofe, and confiding of all thofe who 
** may be deemed judly intitled to a (liare. That a proper fund (hall 
« be raifed by a loan at intered for the fupply and fupport of the fame, 

** and that it (hall commence in the month of September enfuing, or 
« as foon after as may be found mod convenient. 

“ 2dly, That the fait, beetle-nut and tobacco produced in or im- 
« ported into Bengal (hall be purchafed by this cdabli(hed company, and 
*• public advertifements (hall be iffued, ftriCtly prohibiting all other 
« perfons whatfoever, who are dependent on our government, to deal 
“ in thofe articles. 

** 3dly, That application (hall be made to the Nabob to iffiie the like 
«< prohibition to all his officers and fubjedls of the diftn'Cts where any 
« quantity of either of thofe articles is manufactured or produced. 

“ 4thly, That the fait fliall be purchafed by contract, on the moft 
“ reafonable terms, giving the preference to the factories ot Dacca, 

« Chittigong, Burdw&n and Midnipore, for the produce of their re- 
“ fpeCtive diftricts, to the Fowzdar of Hoogly and the other Zemindars 
“ for the produce of Ingelee, Tumlook, Myfadell, &c. and to Inch 
<< perfons as may offer the moft reafonable propofal for the quantity 
“ produced in the Calcutta lands. 

« 5thly, That the beetle-nut and tobacco (hall, in like manner^ he 
« purchafed by contract, under fuch terms and conditions as upon pro- 
“ per enquiry (hall appear to the managers to be moft conformable to ' 
“ the intereft of the concerned. 

“ 6thly, That the contractors for the fait (hall agree to deliver it at 
“ certain fixed places, at a ftipulated rate per one hundred maunds, 

“ comprehending fuch an advance upon their contracts with the Zeim\»- 
“ dars and * Molunguees, as may be efteemed an equivalent to their 
“ ri(k, trouble and bad debts. 

“ ythly. That as the advances will be made by the contractors to the 
“ Zemindars, &c. at certain periods 'ot the lcafon, in the ulual man- 


* The poor labouring people at the fiik-pani. 
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“ ncr, fo fliall the advance from the public company to the contractor* 
“ be made in proportion thereto. 

“ Stilly, That the ialt, beetle-nut and tobacco, thus purchafed by 
“ the public company, ihall be tranfported to a certain number of 
“ places for fale, to be there, and there only dhpo/ed of by their agents ; 
“ and that the country merchants may then lx come purchafers, and 
“ again tranfport tliofc articles whither they think they have the greateft 
“ profpeft of profit. That by this means not only the frequent oppref- 
“ Jions the inhabitants cj the country have Jitfered , by Europeans having 
“ pertnijjion to traver/e to eve/y place for the fale of thofe commodities , 
“ will be put a flop to; but by thus referving to the natives and mer- 
“ chants a competent lhare of the profits both in the purchafe and fale, 
“ we may hope for the good effcdl of removing the general odium that 
“ has prevailed from our Jeeking to deprive them of every part of that 
“ trade. 

“ 9thly, That as it is apprehended fome difficulty will arife in fe- 
** curing the produce of the Dacca and Chittigong diftrids, by reafon 
“ of the property of the lands being fcattcred in a number of hands, 
“ all dependent on the government, it is agreed, that application be 
“ made to the Nabob lor perwanahs on the lcvcral Zemindars of thofe 
“ diftridls, as well as thofe of Hoogly, dec. iliidly ordering and rc- 
“ quiring them to contrad for all the lalt that can be made on their 
“ lands, ’with the Eng! if alone, and forbidding the fale to any other 
“ perfon or perlons whatfoever. 

“ lothly, That the Honourable Company fhall either fliarc in this 
“ trade as proprietors, or receive an annual duty upon it, as may ap- 
“ pear to be mud for their intereft, when confidered with their other 
“ engagements and demands at this prefidency. 

i ithly, That the Nabob fhall in like manner be confidered as may 
“ he judged moll proper, either as a proprietor, or by an annual nuz- 
“ zeranah to be computed upon infpeding a ftatement of his duties on 
“ fdt in former years. 

“ izthly, That the manner in which the Honourable Company and 
“ the Nabob fhall be confidered, being once determined, the remain- 

“ dcr of this trade lhall he divided amongll the Company’s fervants 

“ arranged under certain dalles, and each clafs to fliarc a certain pro- 
“ portion of the capital flock. 

“ 1 3thly, That a committee of trade fliall he appointed to receive 

“ l hc management of this plan and profecute the fame in all its 

“ branches, and that they fliall he immediately authorifed to take mea- 
“ Turcs for railing the fund at intcrell, and to receive propofals and 

“ fettle 
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*' fettle the contrads; and further, that for their afliftance in the work 
•* a pcrfon fliall be appointed in the quality of their fecretary and ac- 
“ comptant. 

“ The foregoing refolutions the Selcdt (Committee judge will he found 
“ a fufficient ground-work for commencing this trade, to he improved 
“ hereafter as circumstances may occur and hired ; and it is therefore 
“ agreed, that they be delivered over to the committee of trade as foon 
“ as they arc appointed, with inflrudions to proceed in railing the 
“ money and making the contrads. 

“ The points contained in the ioth, nth and 12th regulations, as 
“ their not being adjufted need be no impediment to the profecution 
“ of the bufinefs, fo the committee eltccm them of fo much importance, 
“ that the fettlement of them fhould be delayed until the abfent mem- 
“ bers return to Calcutta, and they can be deliberated on at a full 
“ committee. Agreed, therefore, that the committee of trade be alfo 
advifed of this refolution, and that they fliall be hereafter informed 
“ of the diftribution which may be fettled, with any other regulations 
“ which may occur relative thereto for their government. 

“ Mr. Sumner acquaints the Committee, that being apprifed of the 
“ intention contained in the 3d and pth regulations, he defired Mr. 
“ Sykes, when he lately went up to Murflicdabad, to apply to the Na- 
bob for the neceffary perwanahs for authorifing and facilitating this 
“ trade, and that he has accordingly received from that gentleman 
“ perwinahs for this purpofe, being one hundred and fix in number *, 
“ the fame he now prelents to the Committee, together with feveral 
“ papers of information which he has collected, regarding the produce 
« of the different diftri&s, and the conditions that fait can be con traded 
“ for. 

“ Ordered, That they be delivered over to the committee of trade, 
** for their guidance. 

“ Taking now into cotifideration the appointment of this committee 
“ of trade, the Seled Committee are of opinion, that it fhould be com- 
“ pofed of two members of their body and two gentlemen of the Council. 

“ Agreed therefore, that we recommend to the Council to appoint 
“ two of their members to be joined with two of the Committee, to 
“ conftitute this board and receive charge of the plan ; and at the lame 
“ time to appoint a proper perfon to the office of fecretary and ac- 
“ comptant.” 


* So etfy is our Nabob on fuch occafinns, that we here fee 106 prams or orders obtained on * 
fitnplc application from one of the gentlemen of the committee, before the regulations were adjii e 

{ Y J Thus 
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Thus far being fettled, publications were made in different lan- 
guages, and ported up in feveral parts of the town, of- one of which the: 
following is a true copy. • * 

Advertisement. “ The Honourable the Court of Diredlors hav-- 
“ ing thought proper to fend out particular orders for limiting the in- 
“ land trade, in tne articles of lalt, beetle-nut and tobacco-, the fame 
“ is now to be carried on, in conformity to thofe orders , by a public fo- 
“ ciety of proprietors, to be formed for thatpurpofe ; and an exdufive 
“ right to the trade of thofe articles will be verted /« this fociety, by an 
** authority derived from the Company and from the Nabob; all manner 
“ of perfons dependent upon- the Honourable Company’s government 
“ are hereby ft’ridly prohibited from dealing in any refpeft, diredtly 
“ or indirectly, in the articles of fait; beetle-nut or tobacco, from the 
« date hereof ; that is to fay, that they (hall not enter into any new 
“ engagements, unlefs as contractors, either for the pu refrafe o» fale nf. 

thofe articles, with the fociety of trade.” 

<■' 

Shortly after, another Seleft Committee was held upon the fubjed of 
this monopoly, of whofe proceedings the following is a copy, viz. 

“ At a Select Committee held at Fort William the 18th Scpr 

“ tember, 1765. 

“ Prefen t, 

“ The Right Honourable Lord Clive, Prcfidcnt. . 

“ William Brightwell Sumner, 

“ John Carnac, 

“ Harry Verelrt, and ; 

“ Francis Sykes,. 

1 “ Refuming the confideration of the plan for carrying on the inland- 

-* trade, in order to determine with refpedt to the company and the 
“ clafles of proprietors, the Committe. are unanimoully of opinion, that 
“ whatever furpl us- monies the Company may find themfelves poffefled. 
“ of, after difeharging their feveral demands at this prefidency, the fame 

will be employed more to their benefit and advantage in fupplying 
“ largely that valuable branch of their commerce, the China trade, and 
“ in allirting the wants of their other fettlements, and that it will be 
“ more for their intereft to be confidered as fuperiors of this trade , and 
s* ruche a handjome duty upon it, than to be engaged as proprietors in the 

“ Jiock,. 


►Efquircs.. 

* 
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“ Jhck . Beftowing therefore all due attention to the circumftance of 
“ the Company’s being at the fame time the head and matters of our 
u fervicc, and now come into the place of the country -government by his 
“ Majefiy s royal grant of the de war. nee, it is agreed, that the inland- 
“ trade of the above articles (hall be fubje<ft to a duty to the Company, 
“ after the following rates, which are calculated according to the bett 
** judgment we can form of the value of the trade in genciul, and the 
“ advantage which may be expected to accrue from it to the pro- 
“ prietors. 

“ On fait, thirty-five per cent, valuing the hundred maunds at the 
“ rate of ninety Arcot rupees , and ii\ confidcration hereof the prelent 
“ calldry- duty to be aboli(hed. 

“ On beetle-nut, ten per cent, on the prime cott. 

“ On tobacco, twenty-five per cent . on ditto. 

“ By this calculation we hope may be produced a clear revenue to 
“ the Company of at lead one hundred thoufand pounds tterling per 
“ annum ; and (hould it appear, upon further experience of the trade, 
“ that the profits will admit of an increafe in thefe rates of duties, wc 
“ hereby refolve, that a fair and impartial reprefentation of the fame 
" (hall be made to our Honourable Matters, in order to receive their 
“ directions ; as it is our fixed determination to render them all pof- 
“ lible fatisfattion in this point. 

“ With refpett to the proprietors it is agreed and rcfolvcd, that they 
“ ttiall be arranged into three claffes ; that each clafs (hall be entitled 
“ to fo many (hares in the (lock, and that a certain capital (lock (hall 
“ be agreed upon, in order to afeertain the value of each (hare. 

“ According to this fcheme it is agreed, that clafs the firft (hall con- 
«« fift of the governor, five (hares ; the fecond, three (hares ; the ge- 
“ neral, three (hares; ten gentlemen of the council, each two (hares, 
“ twenty (hares ; two colonels, each two (hares, four (hares; in all 
“ thirty five (hares for the firft clafs. 

“ Tnat clafs fecond (lull confift of one chaplain, fourteen junior 
“ merchants, and three lieutenant-colonels, in all eighteen perfons, 
“ who ttiall each be entitled to one third of a counfellor’s proportion, 
“ or two thirds of a (hare, which makes in all twelve (hatx s lor the fc- 
“ cond clafs ; we mean always to include in this number Inch junior 
“ merchants as the Company have thought proper to (ix in their for- 
“ vice, who, as well as the factors in the next clafs that may be rc- 
“ drained from rifing as covenanted fervants, (hall however be entitled 
f f to their full (hare of the advantages of this trade. 

[ V 2 ] 
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“ That clafs third lhall confift of thirteen fafrors, four majors, four 
** firft furgeons at the prclidency, two firft furgeons at the anny, one 
“ fecretary to the council, one fub-accomptant, one Perfian tranflator, 
“ and one fob-export warehoufe-keeper ; in all twenty-feven perfons, 
“ who lhall each be entitled to one lixth of a counfellors proportion, or 
“ one third of one lhare, and which makes in all eight * lhares for the 
“ third clafs. 

“ It is neceflary however to be obferved, that by this arrangement 
“ it is intended, and it is hereby accordingly ordered, that twelve 
“ Ihares in this trade lhall be allotted to eighteen perfons, compofed of 
*' the firft fenior and junior merchants, lieutenant-colonels, and chaplain 
“ or chaplains ; all exceeding that number in thefe ranks muft ftaud 
“ excluded until they can be included in it : and chaplains, be they 
“ more or lefs, to be reckoned only as one fenior or junior merchant. 
“ That eight lhares in this trade lhall in like manner always be allotted 
“ to twenty-four perfons compofed of the fenior factors, majors, for- 
“ geons, and the three officers above fpecified j all exceeding that 
“ number of thofc ranks are not to lharc till they can be included 
u in it. 

“ The Committee have thus fettled the arrangement of the dalles and 
“ the lhares in the ftock, but they leave to the committee of trade 
“ to afeertain the amount of the capital, as they muft be the moft com- 
“ pletc judges of what fund will be required. 

“ That the trade may meet with no interruption, and for the better 
“ regulating the fame, the committee of trade may from time to time 
“ form bye-laws, which having been communicated to, approved and 
*< figned by the body of proprietors, they (the committee) lhall be im- 
“ powered to enforce and carry into execution. 

“ That the books of the fociety lhall be opened the firft of every Scp- 
'** tember, and clofed the 31ft of the following Auguft. That for the 
“ prefent year all perfons who lhall from this time be deemed proprie- 
“ tors, and whofe names lhall be enrolled by the committee of trade, 
“ agreeable to this fcheme of diftribution, lhall be entitled to their pro- 
“ portion of profits arifing on the trade during the courfc of the year, 
“whether abfence or death Ihould enfoe; and fo in all future years, 
“ after the names of the perfons who compofe the dalles lhall have been 
** regularly enrolled. 


* Here the Committee’s calculation was erroneous. It was afterwards altered, and this clafs was 
made to confilt of twenty-eight perfons, at one third of a (hare each, making in all nine lhares ami 
cue third. 


“ Relclyed, 
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« HeMved, That no perfon .Ml (hare in . d«M‘ ^ 

- receive a benefit at the fame time from his rank in the 

* Hi fo from fach employment as he may happen J Y- ^ lald 

Ordered, That a copy of thefe proceedings be p P dU 

«< before the Council, that they may tranlmit the fame, w 
teftions, to the committee of trade. 

The reader will doubtlcfs remark, that among the plaitfite rcafons 

hedged for the eftablifhment of inhabitant, of the 

tended as a means to prevent the ■ ^ a d prevailed of the Eng- 

country; to remove the general o their* trade, and to render 

-lilh feeking to deprive them of every pa of heir 

all pofiible fatisfadhon to to be expend from fach 

Extraordinary as were thofeeff p t aftoni(hcd at the private 

extraordinary mealures, we ^ all " ot ft bUfl t by Lord Clive, in his 

^ - “ 

fo P°aT: . 6 . " The neceflity of rewarding the ^"^^tyThe 
" and military 's obvioui, fince ' e »rg | 10 perform their duty 

- Company makes >t ' dc . 1 The meant of re- 

- to acquire any thmg confidcrablc y p • attcnt i 0 n, and after 

*• eulating this reward have frequently emp y y . • t proper, 

- ?he mol mature deliberation 1 hate JL 

*« or equitable as the trade in fal . JL„A. ut known to the world. 

,< the revenues the fum will »ot only h gc b ^ n ^ n . 8 propor tion 
.« The allowance being publicly pertained, every > jcalouf 

« will at all times be the occabon of much djtourfc, ^ ^ 

“ The Great will interfeie in your ‘IP n g Cr branches of their 

“ perpetually folicit you to provide : for * > g whcthc r upon the 
“ families. _ A commifhon i »pon f i r is liablc to the fame ob- 

«* provifion m Bengal, or the a the 'liberty of benefiting them- 

u jedfions. But if you allow your ■ fenran ‘the ’ will n6Atm 

felves by the trade m fair, the follow g ; houfand or five hundred 

Par. 17. I m<, • “ An advance of four mind jf j t be carried 

“ thoufand pounds is required for carrying > on ^ nl bc theirs : if it be 
« on by your fervants the advance of the treafury, at 
carried on by you, the money mu ‘ } j c f s jp ec ie to Jend home. 

“ your rifle, and you will consequently r ha wc tn ^ # imnncr fhat 

‘ Par. 18. d* “ It is very cafy to jnopo { ^ they arc in jufi.ee 
« your fervants fhall not gain to a la g 

*« jjid equity entitled to. Par. 
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Par. ig. 3 t0> “ By the bringing it to Calcutta and Dacca, and by the 
“ lofs of boats, by the failure of contra&ors and many other accidents, 
“ the profits mud always be precarious and uncertain, and confequently 
“ unknown, except to the few who may take the trouble to inveftigate 
“ the matter. 

Par. 20. 4'°- “ It will be looked upon as a profit arifing from trade, 
4 ‘ and not from the pockets of the Company , 'which might he urged, if re- 
“ wards were given out of the revenues. But here you can ajfert , that 
“ this indulgence, the only equitable one you have to grant, is in conli- 
“ deration of the large investments ordered, which, if complied with, 
“ mull fwallow up the trade of individuals ; and indeed if this indul- 
“ gence be properly proportioned, all thofe Servants, who by their age 
“ and Standing are entitled to emoluments, would have no reafon to 
“ complain, even were they altogether excluded from every article of 
“ trade which can interfere with the Company’s investments. 

Par. 22. “ It is an erroneous opinion, that fait was formerly an open 
“ trade, it ever was, and ever mujl be a monopoly. Some great favourite *, 
“ or favourites always had the whole in their own hands, for which he 
“ not only paid an annual Pelhcufh, or acknowledgment in money to the 
“ Subah, but likewife gave conliderablc prelents both in money and cu- 
“ riofities to him and to his mini(ler6. But the natives can have no juft 
“ caufe of complaint, provided they be furnithed with this article more 
“ reafonably than formerly, which will certainly be the cafe, if the plan 
“ lent home by The Cruttenden be adopted with a few amendments.” 

And in the -f general letter from the Selctt Committee of Calcutta to 
the Court of Dire&ors, dated the 30th September 1765, figned by the 
Right Honourable Lord Clive, William Brightwell Sumner, John Carnac, 
Harry Vcrclftand Francis Sykes, Efquires, after a more mature confidera- 
tion of this bufinefs, they give their fentiments in the following words. 

Par. 32. “ By confulting our proceedings of the 10th Auguft and 
“ 1 8th September 1765, you will be able to judge of the progrefs we 
“ have made in carrying your orders into execution relative to the trade 

* In the time of the Nabob Ailaverdy Khanvn, bis ftvourite, Coget IVazeed, was irregularly allowed 
to farm the trade in fait : but that merchant fold his fat then at five hundred per cent, cncaper than it 
v,as fold after the cilablifhment by this Committee of the monopoly now under coufidtration, In 
many parts of Bengal, Cogee (f aznd ufed to fell his fait for forty, fifty , or fixty Rupees per bundrid 
Maunds : and at Patna belore this monopoly took place, at one time, the market price of fait was 
lo low ris cne hundred and fifty rupees per hundred Maunds. After this monopoly was etlablifhed, fait 
was (old in many parts ot Bengal for upwards of three hundred rupees per hundred Maunds, and in fomc 
parts of the Patna province it was railed to upwards of eight hundred and fify rupees per hundred 
Maunds. 

t See Authentic Papers, page 97. 
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w in fait, beetle-nut and tobacco. This fubjedt we confidered with all 
** the attention pofiible, and regard your interclt and the good of 

“ the fervicc. We found, that to remove the inconveniences of a free 
** trade , prevent the opprelhons daily committed, fave this valuable 
*• article of commerce from ruin, and diffufe the benefits rcfulting, in- 
u difcriminatcly, among all your fervants intitled to duftucks, it was ne- 
“ cef'ary to vejl the whole in an exclufive Company'.' 

The Seledl Committee having formed thofe regulations for the carry- 
ing on of this trade, Mr. Sumner, Mr. Verelit and two other gentlemen 
of Council were accordingly conftituted a Committee of trade, for receiv- 
ing charge of the plan and managing it, on behalf of the body of pro- 
prietors ; with authority to correfpond with the fubordinate factories, 
and to purfue all fuch meafures as might, conformably thereto, appear 
to them eligible and proper. And the neceflary advices and orders were 
accordingly given to the fubordinates, and publications of prohibition 
were iflued throughout the provincesi 

The capital flock appointed by the Seledt Committee to be raifed for 
carrying on this trade, originally was current rupees 2,422,333-5 — 4* 
or, at 26 pence per current rupee, 262,420 1. fterling ; which was di- 
vided into 56} fhares of 43,000 current rupees each (hare, and the pro- 
fits which might arile were appointed to be proportionably diflributed as 
follows. 

Peifoni, Shares ra^h. Total Shat es, Cafnt 1 StocW. 

To theRight Hon. L. Clive 1 - 5 - 5 -- 215,000 

William Brightw'ell Sum- 
ner, El'quire, - - 1 - 3 “3 — I - 9 ) 000 

General Garnac - - 129,000 

To ten Counfellors and 

two Colonels - - -12- 2 -24" 1,032,000 

— <1,505,000 0 a 

To Chaplain, fenior and 
junior Merchants, and 

Lieutenant Colonels - 18 - i - 12 - -- 516,000 o o 

To Fa&ors, Majors,, and 

Surgeons - - - - 28 » x - 9' “ " “ 4 OI >333 5 4 

Perfons 61 56; Cfirrentrup. 2,422,333 5 4 

The farce of ufing the Nabob's name was thought convenient to he 
played, as is ufual in all dark a£ls of this double government. Tb* 
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reader will have perceived, as well in the proceedings of the Committee 
as in the foregoing Englifh advertifement, that this Nabob, if he muft 
be fo called, is introduced as joining with the Committee, and confent- 
ing to the ruin of his Jubjcfts, the poor people of the country, who could 
not, for that reafon, pretend to, or entertain even a hope of redrefs. 

This Nabob, therefore, was a&ually made to iffue orders to all the 
Zemindars, or hereditary land- holders of the country, to attend at Cal- 
cutta, and enter into bond, to trade with the Committee only. An 
order of the Committee *, to the fame purpofe, went forth at the fame 
time : and the Zemindars were forced to repair to Calcutta, and enter 
into bonds accordingly, of which orders and bonds the following are 
copies. 

Translation, from the Perfian, of the Nab6b’s order to one of 
the Zemindars of the country, dated the of Saffcr, or the 
Augufl 1765. 

“ To the gomaftah of Luckynarain, Chowdry of the Pcrgunnah of 
“ Jollamootan. Be it udderstood, that a requejl has been made by 
” the Governor and the gentlemen of the Committee and Council , to this 
“ purport, “ that until the contradts for fait of the faid gentlemen arc 
“• fettled, no fait fhall be made, or got ready in any diftridt ; that a 
“ gom&ftah be lent to attend on the faid gentlemen, and having given a 
“ bond, he may then proceed to his bufinefs, and make fait; but till the 
u bond be given to the Governor and the gentlemen of the Committee 
4 ‘ and Council, they fhould make none.” Therefore, this order is 
“ written, that you fend, without delay, your gomaftah to the faid 
“ gentlemen in Calcutta, and give your bond, and fettle your bufinefs; 
and then proceed to the making of fait. In cafe of any delay, it will 
not be for your good. Regard this as a flridt order.” 

Translation, from the Perfian, of an order to one of the Zemin- 
dars, under the feal of the Committee. 


The Seal of 


The Englifh Society of 
Merchants for buying 
and felling all the Salt, 
Beetle-nut and Tobacco 
in the Provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar and 
OrifTa, &c. 


the Committee. 


* See Mr. VaUmttart’s Letter to the Propriitori of East Judia Stock, printed for 
7. tiMbtryt 1767, page 90. 

3 Trusty 
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" Trusty and well beloved, Anundelal, we greet you well. 
** Whereas it has been refolved, that whatever fait fliall be procurable 
“ in the fait works of the Subahfliip of Bengal, &c. the trade thereof 
** fliall be referred to the Englifh Sircar *, and fliall not be meddled 
“ with by others; to which purpofe a Pcrwanah from his Excellency, 
** the Nabob, has iflued. 

“ Therefore this order is written, that the momliht it reaches your 
“ hands you are to fend a Vakeel and a trufty Go mart ah, that he may 
“ come here and receive the Nabob's Pcrwanah , and a til in obedience 
“ to the fame, and fettle the trade of your fait with the governor and 
“ the gentlemen.” 

Translation of one of the Mutchulcahs, or obligatory bond*, 
taken from the Zemindars. 

“ I Jadooram, Chowdry of the Pergunnah of Dcroodumna, in the 
« diftrid of Ingellee, agreeably to -an order which has iflued from the 
« Nabob to this purpofe, “ That I fliould attend upon the Gentlemen of 
«» the Committee and Council, in order to fettle my trade in fait, and 
« that I fliould not deal with any other perfon do accordingly oblige 
“ myfelf, and give this writing, that, excepting the faid gentlemen 
“ called The Englijh Society oj Merchants for buying and Jelling all the 
“ fait, bettle-nut and tobacco in the provinces of Bengal , Bah dr and 
“ Oriffa, &c. I will on no account trade with any other perfon for the 
“ fait to be made in the year 1173 (Bengal flile) ; and without their 
« order I will not otherwife make away with, or dilpofe of a Angle grain 
« of fait; but whatever fait fliall be made within the dependencies of 
** my Zcmindary, I will faithfully deliver it all, without delay, to the laid 
“ focicty, and I will receive the money according to the agreement 
“ which I fliall make in writing; and I will deliver the whole and entire 
* c quantity of the lalt produced, and, without the leave of the laid Com*, 
*< mittee, I will not carry to any other place, nor fell to any other per* 

‘ Ion a Angle meafure of fait. If fuch a thing fliould be proved againfl 
«* me, I will pay to the Sircar of the faid fociety a penalty 0 [Jive rupees 
for every maund. In witness whereof I have written this, by way 
p of obligation. Dated the September 1765.” 

Orders of this kind were iflued to all the Rajahs and Zemindars of 
the Pergunnahs where fait was to be had ; by virtue of which the pio- 
duce of the whole country was engrofl'ed by the Committee, who paid 

* Stale, or government. Here it means the Company. 

[ Z ] •" 
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at the rate of 75 rupees per 100 mounds, for what was fold in many 
places for upwards of 500 rupees per 100 maunds ; which in effcdl waff 
making a poor inhabitant pay at the rate of 61 rupees for a quantity of 
fait which, in the common courfe of the trade, he would have bought 
for one rupee. 

The extraordinary fharcs of the profits of this public monopoly to 
which the Select Committee gentlemen helped themfelves, were not the 
only advantages they reaped from it. From the regulations which they, 
in their Sclaft Committee, had previoufiy agreed upon, they were firft 
apprized of the Hidden effefls which thofe regulations could not fail of 
producing, in railing the price of fait all over the country. They, there- 
lorc, availed themfelves of this fore- knowledge, and eftablifhed a pri- 
vate focicty, among themfelves, for buying up as much as they could 
of the ready -made flit, which lay difperfed in different parts. Mr. 
Veielil, who concluded this leparate concern, and was one of their 
Committee, under the eloke ufually a (fumed on fuch extraordinary occar 
lions, of its being for the benefit of the Company's affairs, was (at his 
own recommendation) appointed to a new and unprecedented employ- 
ment, that of * Supervifor of the provinces of Burdwan and Midnipore, 
where great quantities of lalt are produced. This gave Mr. Verelft an 
opportunity of affociating himfelf with the junior fervants under him at 
Burdwan, in a contract for delivering to the Committee all the fill pro- 
duced in that province, which he accordingly did ; as may be feen in 
the copy of an indenture executed with the Committee upon this occar 
fion, in our Appendix , N° XLII. page 1 51 

The concerned in the faid private fociety, which was very extenfive 
in its operations, were the Right Honourable Lord Clive, William 
Brightwcll Sumner, General John Carnac, Harry Verclft and Francis 
Sykes, Efquires, as will appear, on examining N° XLI 1 I. of our Ap- 
pendix, page 1 c8, which is a copy of an original indenture of align- 
ment, executed by his Lordlhip, upon felling out his own lhares in the 
public and private focietics. 

No means were negleded, by the gentlemen concerned in this private 
fociety, to engrofs the whole of the ready-made fait in the country 
and fuch methods were fometimes taken by their agents, or gomaftahs, 
as obliged the owners to part with what fait they had on hand for what- 
ever thofe agents were pleafed to offer. And though, as we have 
fhewn in the XIVth chapter, the intereft of the country and Company 
were allcdged on other occafions to be greatly injured by permitting 

* Sec Authentic Fatehs concerning India Affairs, pages 89. 170. 187, &c. 

European 
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European agents to refide in the inland parts of the country, neverthe- 
less, upon the prefent occalion, thole pretended inconveniencics were 
overlooked ; and, in confequence of an application from the Committee, 
of Trade to the Selett Committee, fevcral gentlemen were appointed 
and Rationed at the following different places, as agents for the laics of 
the Committee’s fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco ; viz. 


Meflicurs Charles Bloomer, 
Pitt Lethieulier, 
Hugh Baillie, 
Thomas Lewis, 
William Bendey, 
John Robinfon, 
James Hargrave, 
John Corfar, 
William Semple, 
Abraham Leflie, 


at Dinagepore, 

Durbunga, 

> Gualparah, 

Rutigpore, 

Carangola, 

Nabobgunge, 

Chilmary, 

Silhett and Patna, 
Rajabarry, 

- belides others, 


who were font to Backergungc and Nabobgunge to build boats. 

The gentlemen concerned in the 'private focicty did not fail to 
avail themfelves of the fervices of thefe agents of the public monopoly, 
for the dilpofal of their private fait. In confequcnces of an application 
for that purpofe from the partners in the Committee of Trade below, 
to the partners in the Seledt Committee above, licence was eafily ob- 
tained, as may be feen by the following ftiort proceedings upon the 
occalion. 


*• At a Select Committee, held the pth January 1766 ; 

“ Prefent, , J , he Right Honourable Lord Clive, Prcfidcnt ; 

“ William Brightwcll Sumner, Efq. and 
“ Brigadier General Carnac. 

Received a letter from the Committee of Trade, requcdlng leave 
“ for their agents to difpofe of the balances of fait belonging to private 
« merchants, now on hand, which they imagine will conduce to the 
“ intereft of the fociety. 

“ Agreed, we acquaint the Committee of Trade, that we grant tliutf 
“ requeft, in conjideration they think it will be a public benefit . 

The eftimatc of the profits arifing upon the firA v-‘ar s trade of th:> 
public monopoly, which among other India papery was laid bcfoiC the. 
Honourable Houfe of Commons, in the year 17b!), was gieatly undu- 

[ Z 2 ] ,v ‘ tul * 
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rated. The real net profits on the firft year’s ftock which have been* 
actually received by the concerned, down to the month of December 
1770, cxclufive of their fhares of large out-ftanding debts (till coming, 
in, have been nearly as follow j viz. 

N«t profit of the 

Pcrfons, Shares each, Total Sham* firft yeai’s capital. 

ThcRt.IIon.Rob.L.Clive 1 - 5 - 5 £. fterling 21,179 40 

W. Bright w. Sumner, Efq; 1 - 3 - 3 - - - 12,707 10 o. 

General Carnac - -“1-3-3 - ~ 12,707- 100, 

Ten Counfellors and two 

Colonels - - -12-2-24 - 101,660 4 0 

Chaplain, fenior and ju- 
nior Merchants, and 

Lieutenant Colonels -18-J - 12 - - - 50,830 2 o 

Fa&ors, Majors, &Dodtors 28 - 7 - 9 > •*- -• *►- 39,534 10 o 

Perfons 61 561 jf. 'fterling 238,619 o o 

The Court of Eaft India Dire&ors repeatedly, and in the ftrongeft 
terms, forbade this monopoly in fait, bcetle.-nut and tobacco ; and par- 
ticularly in their General Letter to Bengal per the Lord Camden, dated ■„ 
the 19th February 1766, wherein they positively direfted their Gover- 
nor and Council to make a formal renunciation, by fome folemn a£t to 
be entered on their records, .of all right to trade in thofe articles; di- 
leCting their faid Prefidency to tranfmit fuch renunciation in form to the 
Nabob, in the Perfian language, with adding thefe exprefs , words : 

“ Whatever government may be eflablifhed, or whatever unforefeen occur - 
“ renccs may arife , it is our refolutiosi to prohibit, and we do abfolutely f or- 
chid this trade in fall, beetle-nut , and tobacco!*' 

In all their fubfequent letters they continued to repeat this prohibi- 
tion* giving as their, fentiments, that . “-fuch innovations and illegal, 
4( traffic had laid the foundation , of all the bloodlhed, tnafiacres and. 
“ confufion which had happened in Bengal.” 

Upon receipt of thefe repeated orders from England, the Right Ho- 
nourable Prcfident and the Gentlemen of the Select Committee took . 
them again into their ferious. confideration. . However, they did not. 
proceed to aboliffi the monopoly, but determined upon continuing it 
tor another year ; wifely incrcafing the duties to be received upon the 
trade by the Company to fuch an amount as might either fecure their 
ootifent and approbation of the lyltem from the magnitude of the fum, , 
-or their connivance at it, fo far as to prevent rctrofpeds, from the 

difficulties 
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difficulties of refunding, and of being themfelres fo deeply involved in 
the plan. ' 

As the reafons which were given for this continuation of the mono- 
poly are no lefs curious than thofe which were given for its> original 
eftabllfhment, and will bed fpeak for themfelves to the intelligent rea- 
der, we (hall give them at large from the original proceedings, 

“ At a Select Committee, held the 3d September 1766. 

“ Prefent, The Right Honourable Lord Clive, Prefidentj , 

“ Brigadier General Carnac, and 
“ Harry Vereld, Efquire. 

After mentioning, that the Court of Directors had recommended 
to his Lordfhip, to donfider of a plan for fettling the fait trade, his 
Lordfhip proceeds in his minute as follows, “ By all their letters 
“ of lad year, and by feveral of this, the Directors dill feemed inclined 
“ to. wait for our feprefentation, but by their letter of the 19th Fe- 
*5 bruary kft, by the Lord Camden, they pofitively forbid their lervants 
“ to hav^vany^concern whatfoever in this trade. At that time indeed 
“ they could not have had the lead idea of the favourable change in the 
“ affairs of thefe provinces, whereby the interejl of the Nabob with regard 
“ to fait is no longer immediately concerned. When we fird took this 
“ important matter into confideration, I joined in opinion with the red 
“ of the Committee, that if the trade could be put upon fitch a footing , 
“ that the Nabob Jhould receive more than had been received by any of bn 
“ predeceffirs, the Company be amply conjidered, the natives become pur- 
“ chafers upon terms full as reafonable as in former times ; the J'crvants 
“ might be indulged in the privilege, under fuel certain rules and rejlric- 
“• tions as would make the trade carry with it as little as poffible the 
“ odious form of a monopoly . Thcfc points having been fettled, l con- 
“ fented to the plan laid down lad year ; my abfence from the Prcli- 
“ dency, the multiplicity of affairs then in agitation, wherein the peace 
“ and tranquillity of the provinces, the iiHpred of the Company, and 
“ the honour of the nation were more immediately concerned, pre- 
“ vented my paying that attention I could have wifhed to that impor- 
“ tant objedt. Although by the acquijition of the Dewannee, the whole 
“ of tfe duties belong to the Company^ and by the diligence and zeal of 
“ th^ Members of the Committee' of Trade, many uieful rcfoimatioii' 
“ had takefi place, yet from myobfervations, w hen I was lad up the 
* ‘ country, and from the heavy . complaints againjl Uur'.pemn y .7 tie 
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“ monopoly of trade in general ', I find that the induftrious native is Hill 
“ deprived of that dure to which he lias an undoubted and more na- 
“ tural right ; nor is it yet upon that equitable footing which jujlice as 
“ well as humanity would incline this Committee to eftablifh. A few 
“ weeks more mull bring us the final refolution of the Court of Direo 
“ tors, in anfwer to our difpatches by the Admiral Stevens, and if, 

“ notwithftanding the prefent fituation of their affairs, they fiiould 

“ think proper to repeat their orders per Lord Camden, it will be our 
“ duty to obey them, and I am perfuaded they will be obeyed by this 
“ Committee: but if, on the contrary, upon receipt of our reprelenta- 
“ tions, they fiiould change their lentiments, and approve of tnc regu- 
“ lations we have already made, no time fhould be loft on our part in* 
“ eftablifliing the mode for carrying on the trade in future. The con- 
“ jidence which the Directors have been pleafed particularly to exprefs in 
“ my endeavours to fettle, upon an equitable plan, that trade which has 
Ci been the J'ource oj fo many evils, cannot but promote my zeal for the 

“ caule, and make me anxioufly wifli to fee every regulation that you 

“ may join with me in thinking neceffary to take place. 

“ The Company’s duties I beg leave to propofe fiiould be increafed ; 
ct the fervams llill receive a real'onable fliare of emolument, and the 
“ terms upon which the natives arc finally to be concerned, advan- 
“ tagcoufly fixed. 

“ i ft. That all fait provided by the Society of Trade ftiall be fold at 
“ Calcutta, and at other places where it is made, and no where elfe. 

“ 2d. That the price of fait ihall not exceed two rupees per maund, 
“ or 200 for 100 maunds. 

“ 3d. That the fait fhall be fold to the natives only, who are to 
“ tranfport it to every part of Bengal, Bahar and Orifla, and to have 
“ the whole profits arifing from the file thereof, and that no Company’s 
“ lervant, free merchant, or European Hull be concerned in that article 
“ diredtly, nor indireflly. 

“ 4th. That the Calcutta and black merchants (hall be' limited to a 
“ certain proportion of purchafe, but that no Banyans , or J'ervants what- 
“ ever belonging to any European, fhall be included or have any con- 
“ ccrn therein. 

“ 5th. That every endeavour be made ufe of to encourage the fub- 
“ ftantial merchant either to come down in perfon to the place where 
“ the fait is provided, or to fend their agents, in order to purchafe or 
“ tranlport their fait to the diftiircnt places of tale. 


“ 6th. 
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f ‘ 6th. That a ccftain price be fixed for the /'ale of every maund of 
“ fiilt at every town, market, or village, where the fait is fold, accord - 
“ ing to the dillance and former ciiltom. 

“ 7th. That if fait be ibid at any of the Bazars or markets for one 
“ cowry above the flipulated price, the vender ilv.tll not only forfeit all 
“ the lalt there found in his poffclTion, but be liable to a forfeit of 
“ one thoufand rupees for every hundred maunds of fait fo fold ; ana the 
“ money fo forfeited ihall go, one half to the informer and one half 
“ to the government . 

“ 8th. That the mniiflcrs at Murjhedabad and Patna have copies put 
“ them of theje new regulations , and that they be defined to apply to the 
“ Nabob to make the fame known throughout the three provinces ; and 
“ that every Fowzddr, hie. fee that they be put in execution, upon pain 
“ of being dif miffed from their employments. 

“ 9th. This bufmefs being entirely commercial, I propofc that in the 
“ inftrument of agreement for next year it ihall be provided, that the 
“ Society of Trade be anfwerable to the Board for their conduit; that 
“ the Board may either make new regulations, or amend thole made 
“ by the Society of Trade, as they fee fir, and that, in cafcof neceiiity, 

“ the Seledt Committee ihall have power to controul the whole. 

“ 10th. That a duty of 50 per cent, be paid to the Company upon all 
“ the fait provided on their own lands, and 50 per cent, to the govern- 
“ meat upon all the fait provided upon the lands of the government, 

“ and 15 percent, upon beetle : which duties will in fuel be In ought to 
“ the Company's credit, which, according to the prefent fiate of the lalt 
“ trade will produce the Company from 12 to 13 lacks of rupees per 
“ annum. 

“ The prohibition of a free inland trade, however difagrccablo to 
“ individuals, muft now take place, and be confined to imports and 
“ exports, and their immediate returns, which returns Ihall be made 
“ only to the prciidcncy, or to one or other of the eflablilhed fadorics.' ' 
“ The Company are Sovereigns in India: and they have declared, that ( 
“ the trade carried on for thefe four years pail: is an ulurpation, not 
“ only of their prerogative, but of the privileges of the natives, and c 
“ repugnant to tnc exprefs and repeated orders of the Court of Di- 
“ redors. The indulgence however in the trade of lalt upon the looting 
“ I hope it will now be eftabliihed, Ihould, in my opinion, obviate all * 
“ complaints; fince it feems to be the moll equitable Modus between'' 
“ the Company and their fervants, and at the fame time a diflribution 
“ of natural right to the people of the country. Confidering that the 
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“ late gteat advantages of unlimited trade are ctft off, I cannot ltn> 
“ gine the Court of Directors will deny their fervants this (hare of be- 
“ ncfit, as a recompence for their care and afliftance in the manage- 
“ mcnt of the important concerns of thefe provinces. On the other 
<• hand , I would have the fervants look upon thefe emoluments as a 
“ gift from the hands of their employers, offered to them annually in 
“ reward of their fidelity ; and which will certainly be with-held from 
“ them, if ever their authority JhoulJ be re/ifted, and difeontent and ra- 
<i pacity take place of gratitude and moderation." 

“ His Lordlhip’s minute being read and maturely confidered, the 
“ regulations therein fpecified are unamtnoujly approved.” 

The capital flock for the iecond year was divided into fixty (hares, 
and amounted to. current rupees 2,400,000, or, at 26 pence per rupee, 
260,000 pounds ilerling. And the profits which have adually accrued 
upon this (econd year’s capital, and been received by the proprietors 
upon their refpedivc {hares, down to the month of December 17?°* 
t exclylivc of balances flill outftanding, are as follow, viz. 

On the Right Hon. Lord Clive’s - 5 Shares - L. 16,656 5 0 

William Brightwell Sumner, Efq; his 3 - - - - 9 > 99 $ *5 0 

Brigadier General Carnac’s - - - 3 - - - ** 9>993 *5 0 

The reft of the fervants - -- -49---” 1 ^ 3» 2 3 1 5 0 

60 L. 199,875 o o 


The reader will doubtlefs have obferved in the former part .of this 
•chapter, that an authority for eftablifliing this monopoly was pretended 
to have been received from the Nabob , and that his tnterejl, or that of 
the country government was to be properly attended to, particularly as 
expreffed in the proceedings of the 10th Auguft 1^65, by confidering 
him either as a proprietor , or by an annual prefent, to be computed 
upon infpeding a ftatement of his duties on fait in former years. Not- 
withftanding which, in the 8th and 10th articles agreed to in the Seled 
Committee of the 3d September 1766, we find the Nabob's officers , 
throughout the three provinces, were to be difmiffed from their em- 
ployments, in cafe they did not carry into execution the regulations 
refohed on by the Committee : and we arc told, that the duties eftablifhed 
upon this trade in the Nabdb’s name would, in fad, be brought to 
(the credit .of the Company, as being the Sovereigns in India. Contra- 
•didions of this nature will be frequently obl'crved in the courfeof thefe 
, ' {beets. 
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jheeU, as well in the proceedings of die Directors, as in thofe of their 
fervants abroad, fincc the farce of their double government commenced ; 
for it is a difficult thing confidently to fupport a falfity, or fitfion, 
through a variety of circumftances at different and dirtant periods of 
time. 

Many and various were the oppreffions cxcrcifed in the conduding of 
both the public and private monopolies, of which wc arc now treat- 
ing : to enumerate them would be a diiagreeablc and tedious, if not an 
endlefs talk 5 nevci thelefs, in fupport of the truth of this affertion, wc 
will briefly mention a few circumftances. 

In the 6th and 7th articles of the regulations eflabliffied by the Select 
Committee, in their proceedings of the 3d September 1766, it is or- 
dained, that the fait of the fecond year’s monopoly fliould be fold at 
certain prices, to be fixed at every town or village, and that it any of 
the perfons who were purchafers of the Committee’s fait, fliould fell any 
at thofe markets for one cowry above the ftipulated price, the vender 
fliould not only forfeit all the fait found in his poftflion theie, hut be 
liable to a forfeit of one thoufand rupees for every hundred rnaunds of 
fait fo fold; and the fait money fo forfeited fliould go, one half to the 
informer, and one half to the government. 

In confequence of this regulation, many merchants were fined in a 
very arbitrary manner, particularly fome of the principal black mer- 
chants of Calcutta, as Soobcrambyfack, Moddundutt and othcis, who 
had purchafed of the Committee- fait to a very large amount, and were 
accufed of having fold at above the preferibed price. The Sclcd Com- 
mittee, in the fummary way adopted by themfclves, without any judi- 
cial form, or procefs whatever, collefted among thefe merchants to 
the amount of fome thoufands of pounds *, which were faid to have 
been appropriated in as arbitrary a manner to the eroding of the Court- 
houfe, a public building in Calcutta. 

Upon the eftabliffimcnt of the private copartrterfliip, or focicty, of the 
gentlemen of the Committee among themlelves, there w'as an Armenian 
merchant, named Parfeek Arratoon, who had about 2o,oco rnaunds of 
fait lying in warehoufes, upon the borders of the Rungporc and Dina- 
gepore provinces, The Armenian, fenfible, as well as the gentlemen 
of the Committee, that the price of fait would rile, ordered his go- 
maftah to faften up his warehoufes, and not to fell. As the retailing 
of this fait in thofe parts might hurt the partncrlhip’s falcs, it was 
thought expedient at any rate, if poffible, to get poffeffion ot it. Upon 

• One of tSem told the writer, that 40 ooo rupees had been levied on this occalion. 

[ A a ] failure 
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failure of the artifices which were pradtifed to induce the gomaftah to 
fell it, the Armenian merchant’s warehoufes were broke open, the fait 
forcibly taken out and weighed off, and a fum of money, eftimated to 
be the price of it, was forced upon the Armenian’s gomaftah, on his 
refilling to receive it. Such are the fadts fworn to in the depofitions 
of lcveral witneifes, upon an adtion, or bill of complaint filed in the 
Mayor’s Court of Calcutta, the 15th September 1767, by Parfeek Arra- 
toon, plaintiff, againft the gomaftahs, or agents of MefT. Verolft and 
Sykes, for current rupees 60,432. And if the proceedings of the 
Mayor’s Court have been tranfmitted home with the fame pundtual re- 
gularity as formerly, there muft be fufficient proof of thefe fadts among 
the records now in Leaden-liall-ftreet. 

Having laid before the reader an account of what have been the adtual 
and realifed profits of the two years trade of this grand monopoly, we 
will now endeavour to fhew, at one view, the amount of what the na- 
tives may be juftly faid to have been fleeced- of in that fpacc of time,, 
notwithflanding the pious profeflions of the Seledt Committee, that they, 
thould be Jttpplied as reafonably as before. 

The amount of the capital flock employed 
the firft year, is curr'. rupees 2,42 2,33 3 5 4 
or, at 2S. 2d. per C. R.. £. fterling 262,420 0 O v 

Ditto, C. R' 2,400,000. at Do. 2d year - 260,000 o o 

! 522,42©:. 

Profit, viz. 

On the Rt. Hon. Lord Clive’s 

5 fhares, the firft year - 21,179 4 O 
Ditto, 2d year - 16,650 5 0 

3 7; 8 35 9 . •- 

On William Brightwell Sum- 
ner, Efquire, his 3 {hares,., 
the firft year - - 12,707 10 o 

Ditto, 2d year - - 9»993 1 5 0 

— 22,701 5 o: 

On General Carnac’s 3 {hares, 
the firft year - - 12,707 10 o 

Ditto, 2d year -■ - 9,993 r 5 0 

22,701 5 o 


Carried forward 83,237 19 o 522,420 

On 
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Brought over 83,237 19 0 

On the reft of the Company’s 
fervants, 45^ {hares, the 
firft year - - 192,024 16 e 

Ditto, 49 {hares, 2d year 163,231 5 o 

— 3 5S»2S 6 > o 
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5 2 M a ® 


43 8 .494 


Total of the firft coft and profit for two years . 
Extraordinary duties to be paid in two years to the Nabob, 
the country government, or the Englijh Company , which- 
ever the reader pleafes to call it, 26 lacks, at 2 s. 2d. per 
current rupee - - 

Extraordinary charges beyond the common courfe-of the 
trade, to which the Committee was expofed from the 
employment of European agents and other caufes, efti- 
mated at lead at 6 lacks, or 1 

Outftanding debts on the two years trade, which have been 
or will be recovered by the influence of the country go- 
vernmet, eftimated, to the time of th« above calculation 
of profits, at 10 lacks, or - 


960,914 


281,666 


65,000 


108,333 


Total received from the natives 


J »4 I 5»9 , 3 


Deduft, 

Firft coft of thofe commodities for two years JT. 522,420 
Allowance for what the profits would have 
been in the ufual and fair way of trade, as 
prattifed when the monopoly took place at 
30 percent. - - - - 156,726 

Duties which might have been collc&cd in the 
ufual manner on this trade, in the ftate it 
then was, for two years : we will make a 
large allowance in the fum of 50,000 

To this muft be added what was feparately 
gained by the under-monopolizers j who, 
agreeably to the regulations, purchafed 
fait, &c. in the grofs from the Committee, 
being chiefly Banyans of the gentlemen 

Carried forward 729,146 1,415,913 

[ A a 2 ] them- 
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Brought over 729,146 1,415,913 

themfelves, and who tranfported it to and 
retailed it in the inland country. The net 
profits under this head may be juftly efti- 
mated, upon fait and beetle-nut, at leaft at 
12 lacks, or • • » 130,000 

859,146 

Arifing on the public monopoly - 556,76 j 

To which muft be added the concerns of the feparate 
private fociety, among the gentlfemen of the Select 
Committee, already mentioned, a 5 far ord^. as has 
come to public knowledge, via. * 

One concern, as taken notice of in the Right Honourable 
Lord Clive’s afiignment, N® XLIII. in our Appendix* 
page 158, - - of 497,001 Maunds,. 

And of one other, - - 40,000 

Maunds, 537,001. Upon which we- 
may fafely allow the gentlemen to have gained, at the 
lowcft eftimatign, a clear profit of two current rupees 
permaund, making 1,074,002 rupees, at 2s. 2d- - 116,35a 

£♦ 6 73 » ] 1 7 ’ 

By thiseftimate, which we hope will be allowed very juft by all per- 
fons acquainted with the branch of which we treat, it appears, that upon- 
the trade of two years there has been to the amount of fix hundred and’ 
feventy-three thoufand one hundred and' feventeen pounds fterling collec- 
ted for the benefit of about fixty per&ns, from the natives in general,, 
upon this fingle monopoly of what are confidered there to be all necef- 
faries of life (and the mod material one is actually fuch in all countries)’ 
more than they would haye paid for the fame,, had the trade continued! 
open and free to all who paid the eftablilhed duties. 

In a country where the nature of commerce is fo well underftood, it 
mull be needlefs to fwell this chapter,, already too long, with fuch in- 
ferences, drawn from the fadts here laid before the public,, as muft appear 
obvious to everyone at the firft view. Every merchant will agree with; 
us in one general conclusion, that fuch a monopoly muft have been in- 

the 
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the liigheft degree injurious to the population and manufactures of the 
countiy ; and we will venture to afl'ert, that, above all others, it has 
principally contributed to that decreafe of trade, and the diflrels under 
which Bengal has laboured ever fince the eftabliihmcntof this monopoly. 

We had almoft forgot, before we difmifled this head of our fubjeCt, 
to put the reader in pofl'eflion of a key for the undemanding of iuch 
parts of the proceedings of the committees herein taken notice of, as 
were calculated to evade the carrying into execution of the orders of the 
Eaft India Directors rcfpeCting this trade. 

Soon after the eflabliihment of the monopoly, the Right Honourable 
Lord Clive and the gentlemen of the Committees and Council (appre- 
henfive that they fliould not receive the approbation of the Directors of 
the Company for this eftablifliment) entered into an indenture, or bond 
of indemnity to each other, by which they engaged, under a conliderable 
penalty, That “ provided any order or diieCtion fliould ilfue or be made 
“ by the faid Court of Directors in England, thereby ordering and di- 
“ retting the faid exclufrve joint trade and merchandize to be diflolved 
“ or put to an end, or that might hinder and flop the carrying on the 
“ fame, or contain any thing conti ary to their regulations, they, the 
“ faid Right Honourable Lord Clive. See members of the Committees 
“ and Council, fliould and would, notwithftanding any fuch order or 
“ direction, keep up, continue and enforce, or caufe to be kept up, con- 
** tinued and enforced, the faid txcluiive joint trade and merchandize,” 
as the reader will fee at large, by a copy of the faid original indenture 
or deed of indemnity given in our Appendix , No. XLI V. page 1 6 1 . 

After conlidering the farces of the Dewanne’s and the laft treaties with; 
the Nabobs of Bengal, the profeflions of the mod implicit obedience tO' 
the orders of the Court of Eaft India Directors, and of attention to the 
interefls of the Nabob and the welfare of the native inhabitants, as made 
ufe of in the proceedings of the Secret Committees herein- mentioned, 
and comparing thofe profeflions with the faCts we have taken notice of, 
and particularly with the farce exhibited on the \Jl OSlober 1766, in the 
Mayor’s Court of Calcutta, as fhewn in our Appendix * No. XLV.it muft 
appear to a fenfible mind, that the whole fyftem of the government of 
Bengal at this period was in reality no other than one continued fcenc of 
impofition upon the public, under founding phrafes and pompous appear- 
ances; perhaps more ridiculous than any thing that has been held up 
under the veil of politics, and even exceeding any thing exhibited on the 
theatre of falfe religion. 

• See the Proceedings of the Mayor’s Court-, /pptnJin, page 165, upon an indenture and affidavit 
df the Right Honourable Lord Clive’t being carried in foiemn proceflion to that Court 

C H A r« 





CONSIDERATIONS 


C II A ?. XIV. 

-ON the Of.nf.rai. MODERN TRADE of the English in BENGAL; 
on the OPPRESSIONS and MONOPOLIES which have been the 
Causes of the DECLINE of TRADE, the DECREASE of the 
REVENUES, and theprefent ruinous condition of AFFAIRS in 
BENGAL. 

W ITHOUT the reader has confidered and bears in his mind the 
Rate of HindoRan, fince the fubverfion of the empire, the de- 
pendency on the F.nglifh Company of the prince whom they call The 
Grand Mogul, the condition of their collectors, whom they call The Na- 
bobs of Bengal, the foliation of individuals, and the Rate of juRice in 
thole dominions, as fet forth, particularly in our third, fourth, fifth, 
fixth, ninth, and tenth chapters, he will be fcarce able to conceive a 
pofiibility of the exifience of fuch cruel oppreffions and ruinous mcafures 
as have taken place in the Bengal provinces of late years, but particularly, 
Jince “ the Eng Up Eajl India Company are become the Sovereigns of a rich 
“ and potent kingdom, and their government in Bengal a military as well 
“ as civil government 

Having alio, towards the end of our eighth chapter, faid fomething 
on the nature of the prefent trade of the Engliih Company, and of the 
difference between that and the trade of individuals and other nations 
in Bengal, we muR beg leave to refer the reader thereto, that we may 
avoid troubling him with repetions in this place. 

When the Grand Mogul, Furrukhfeer, granted his firmaun for ex- 
empting the Engliih from the payment of all duties, their trade was 
very infignificant, as well as their legal pofleflions of lands, which, as 
we have Ren, were by the firmaun circumfcribed within forty begas , or 
about fifteen acres round every factory. At that time, and alfo for 
many years afterwards, even down to the year 1 753* ** it was the cuflotn 
for the Company in Bengal generally to provide their goods upon con- 
tracts with the merchants of the country, who received a part of the 
money in advance, which were called dadney-advances, Thefe mer- 
chants, who were known by the appellation of dadney-mer chants, con- 
tracted under penalties, to deliver the goods, at Rated times and prices, 

* See a Le t tf r from Loe d Clive and the Sf lect Committee to the Court of Direc- 
tors, »nd the Postscript to the Letter of Meff. Leycester and Gray. Authentic 
Papers, pages 92, and 195, &c, 
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at the Company’s principal fcttlenient, and were of courfe amenable to 
the laws or the country when they or their agents were guilty of any 
irregular practices. In that fituation, the detriment accruing to the go- 
vernment, from the great partiality lhewn to the Englilh in preference 
to the Mogul’s fubje&s, was, as hath been lhewn in another place, 
comparatively inconiiderablc : but the Mogul certainly had no concep- 
tion of the height to which that trade would be cariied, on which he 
had granted fo unlimited an exemption from duties. 

The' preference granted to the Englilh, gave them great advantages 
when they came to deal with the weavers in the inland country, where 
the factors and gomadahs employed by the Company, on this change 
in the mode of providing their invellmcnt, were in general treated with 
great refpett. This influence incrcafcd with the power of the Englilh 
Company ; fo that after the defeat of Serajah al Dowlah, in 1756, that 
Nabob was made to engage, “ that he or his 0 dicers fliould, on no 
“ account interfere with the gomadahs of the Englilh ; but that care 
“ lliould be taken that their bufmefs might not be obllruitcd in any. 
“ way." And thefe gomadahs fo well availed themfelves of this new 
acquired power, that after the Company, by their fubllitutes, had made 
their fird Nabob, Jaffier Ally Khawn, in the year 1757, their black 
gomadahs in every didridt ailhmcd a jurifdielion which even the autho- 
rity of the Rajahs and Zemindars in the countiy duill not withlland. 
Indances of this influence, fo detrimental to the country, arc to be met 
with in every page of Mr. Vanlittart’s Narrative. 

In this fituation of things, as the trade of the Company incrcafcd, 
and with it the inland trade of individuals alio in a much gi eater pro- 
portion, thofe evils, which at fird were lcarcely lclt, became at lall uni- 
verfal throughout the Bengal provinces : and it may with truth he now 
faid, that the whole inland trade of the country, as at prclent con- 
duced, and that of the Company’s invedment lor Europe in a more 
peculiar degree, has been one continued fcene of opprethon : the bane- 
ful effedts of which are feverely felt by every weaver and niaindadturcr 
in the country, every article produced being made a monopoly; in 
which the Englilh, with their Banyans and black gomadahs, arbitral ily 
decide what quantities of goods each manufacturer lliall deliver, and 
the prices he lliall receive for them. 

To increale the amount of the Company’s invellmcnt of goods lor 
Europe, beyond what was lent by his prcdeceflor, lus been the eonlUnt 
endeavour of every fueceeding Governor of Bengal, in order to acquire 
reputation with the Company. To obtain this increale great llnct- 
aefs has been ufed with, and great hard/ldps have been cxerciiul 
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on the manufacturers, who are in general now monopolized by the 
Englifh Company and their fervants, as fo many Haves ; which has oc- 
cafioned frequent complaints from the agents of the French and Dutch 
Companies, and thofe propofals for a participation of the weavers, of 
which we have taken notice at the conclufion of our eighth chapter. The 
feverities pradtifed towards thefe poor people, who are generally both 
manufacturers and hufbandmen, are fcarcely to be deferibed * for it fre- 
quently happens, as we have obferved in another place, that while the 
officers of the collections are diftrefflng them one way for their efta- 
blifhcd rents, the peons from the Company’s gomartahs, on the other 
hand, arc prefiing them for their goods in fuch manner, as to put it 
out of their power to pay their rents. However excufablc the opprefling 
of manufacturers might have appeared in the Company, as merchants, 
while the country belonged to another power, and the profit arifing 
from trade was their only objeCt in view, now, when they arc become 
the Sovereigns ©f Bengal, the continuation of fuch a practice can no 
otherwife be confidered than like the ideot-praCtice of killing the prolific 
hen to get her golden eggs all at once. 

But for the better underflanding of the nature of thefe oppreflions, 
it may not be improper to explain the methods of providing an invejl- 
ment of piece goods, as conducted either by the Export-warehoufe-kecper 
and the Company’s fervants at the fubordinate factories, on the Company’s 
account, or by the Englifh gentlemen in the fervice of the Company, as 
their own private ventures. In either cafe, factors, or agents called go- 
mdftahs arc engaged at monthly wages by the gentleman’s Banyan •, there 
being generally, on each expedition into the country, one head gomaftah, 
one mohiiree, or clerk, and one cafh-keeper appointed, with fame peons 
and hiredrahs ; the latter being for the purpofe of intelligence, or carrying 
letters to and fro, which, for want of regular ports, every merchant docs 
at his own cxpcncc. Thefe are difpatched, with a Per wan ah from the 
Governor of Calcutta, or the chief of a fubordinate to the Zemindar of 
the diftriCts where the purchaf«9 are intended to be made; directing him 
not to impede their bufinefs, but to give them every afliftaoce in his 
power. The next ftep is to purchafe a convenient fum in fuch fpecies of 
rupees in the Baz&r, at the batta current among the Shroffs, or money- 
changers, as will beft anfwer in the intended dirtriCts of purchafe, which 
is difpatched for the firft advances to the weavers •, and afterwards, 
generally a proportion of fuch goods as it is imagined can be fold ad- 
vantageoufly in the fatd dfftridts, and realized in time for the latter ad- 
vances, in full, to the weavers, are alfo difpatched, with the Company’s 
duftuck, and configned to thefe gomartahs. Upon the gomaftah’s 
3 arrival 
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arrival at the aumng, or manufacturing town, he fixes upon a habitation 
which he calls his Cutcherry ; to which, by his peons and hircarahs, he 
fummons the brokers, called Dallals, and Pykaas, together with the 
weavers; whom, after receipt of the money difpatchcd by his mailer, 
he makes to fign a bond for the delivery of a certain quantity of goods, 
at a certain time and price, and pays them a part of the money in ad- 
vance. The affent of the poor weaver is in general not deemed ne- 
ceflary, for the gomaftahs, when employed on the Company’s inveft- 
ment, frequently make them fign what they plcafe; and upon the 
weavers refufing to take the money offered, it has been known they 
have had it tied in their girdles, and they have been fent away with 
a flogging. The Dallals are brokers, who are ufually and necelfarily 
employed by the gomaftahs, as knowing and having accounts with all 
the weavers of the refpe&ive diftriCts. They are often as much oppreifed 
as the weavers; but when feparately employed they always make the 
latter pay for it. Under the Dallals, the Pykar* arc an inferior let 
of brokers, who manage the minutix of bufinefs between the weavers 
and the Dallals, as thefe laft do with the gomaftahs. A number of 
thefe weavers are generally alfo regiftered in the books of the Company’s 
gomaftahs, and not permitted to work for any others; being tranf- 
ferred from one to another as fo many flaves, fubjeCt to the tyranny 
and roguery of every fucceeding gomaftah. The cloth, when made, 
is collected in a warehoufc for the purpofc, called a Khattah ; where it 
is kept marked with the weaver’s name, till it is convenient for the 
gomaftah to hold a Kattab, as the term is, for aflorting, and fixing 
the price of each piece : on which bufinefs is employed an officer called 
the Company’s Jachenddr, or aflorter. The roguery praClifed in this 
department is beyond imagination, but all terminates in the defraud- 
ing of the poor weaver ; for the prices which the Company’s gomaftahs, 
and, in confederacy with them, the Jachenddrs , fix upon the goods, are 
in all places at leaft fifteen per cent, and in fomc even forty per cent, 
lefs than the goods fo manufactured would fell for in the public Bazar, 
or market, upon a free fale. The weaver, therefore, defirous of ob- 
taining the juft price of his labour frequently attempts to fell his cloth 
privately to others, particularly to the Dutch and French gomaftahs, 
who are always ready to receive it. This ocealions the Englifh Com- 
pany’s gomaftah to fet his peons over the weaver to watch him, and 
not urtirequently to cut the piece out of the loom when nearly finifhed. 
With this power and influence, the gomaftahs, in the mean time, are 
never deficient in providing as many goods as they can on their own 

[ B b J accounts. 
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accounts, and for the Banyans of their Englifh employers} which they-" 
cither fell to the agents of foreign Companies on the fpot, or difpatcn- 
to Calcutta with the goods of tneir conditucnts, tinder- cover of the 
fame Company’s duducks j in either cafe, if there is any naaket at 
all, being fure of a profit on goods, fo provided, of at lead twenty per. 
cent. 

In the time of the Mogul government, and even in that of the Na-- 
bob Allaverdy Khawn, tne weavers manufactured, their goods . freely, 
and without opprefiion } and though, there is- no fuch thing, at prefent, , 
it was then, a common pradice for reputable families of the TUnty, or 
weaver cart, to employ their own capitals, in manufacturing- goods, 
which they fold freely on their own accounts. There is a gentleman, 

now in England, who in the time of that Nab6b,.ha6 purchafed in the- 
Dacca province in one morning eight, hundred pieces of muflin at his 
own door, as brought to him by the weavers of: their own -accord.. 
It was not till the time of Serajah al Dowlah that oppreffion$ r . of . the. 
natures now deferibed, from the employing of gomaftahs, commenced > 
with the increafing power of the Englifk Company, upon their chang- 
ing the mode of providing their inveftment; and the fame gentleman, 
was alio* in Serajah al Dowlah’s time, witnefs to the fad of, above feven. 
hundred families of weavers, in the didriCts round Jungulbarry, at. 
once abandoning their country and. their profeffions on account of op- 
preflions, of this nature, which were then only commencing. Since 
thofe days the natives have had no Nabob to apply to in cafes of op- 
preffion, but fuch as were the 'dependent creatures of the Englilh Com-- 
pany,. againd whom they could hope for no redrefs. . 

With every fpecics or monopoly, therefore, .every kind of oppreflion; 
to manufacturers, of all denominations throughout the whole country, . 
has daily incrcaled ; infomuch that weavers, for daring, to fell their, 
goods, and Dallals and Pykars, for having contributed to. or connived » 
at fuch Tales, have, by the Company’s agents, been frequently feized. 
and imprifoned, confined in irons, fined confiderable. funis .of money,, 
flogged, and deprived, in the mod ignominious manner, of what they.- 
edeem mod valuable, their cads. Weavers- alfo, upon their inability 
to perform fuch agreements as have been forced from them by the. Com- - 

C ’s agents, univerfelly known, in Bengal by the name of Mutchulcahs , , 
had their goods feized, and fold on the fpot, to make good the 
deficiency : and the winders of raw filk, called Nagaads , have been , 
treated alfo with fuch injudice, that indances have been known of their 
cutting off their thumbs, to prevent their being forced, to wind filk. 

TJiis 
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This laft 'kind of workmen were purfued with fuch rigour during Lord 
Clive’s late government in Bengal, from a zeal for incrcafing the Com- M-i-f 
pany’s inveftment of raw lilk, that the mod lacrcd laws of fociety were ^ 
atrocioufly violated ; for it was a common thing for the Company’s fca- 
poys to be fent by force of arms to break open the houfes of the Armc- . 
nian merchants edablithed at Sydabad (who have, from time imme- 
morial, been largely concerned in the filk trade) and forcibly take 
the Nagaads. from their work, and carry them away to the Englifli 
fadory. 

In this fituation of the trade in Bengal, cxelufive of fuch articles as 
are necelfarily provided for the Englifli Company's inveflment,. which, 
as before obferved, is the word of all monopolies ; exclufive of what 
the Foreign Companies are permitted to provide, in order to prevent 
clamours in Europe (for which goods however fuch Foreigners are 
obliged to pay prices much fuperior to thofe given by the Englifli Go- 
madahs) and exclulive alfo of the little which the honed private mer- 
chant may be able to provide fecretly, the wljole inland trade, in al molt 
every thing elfe that the country produces, and even the tradtfTn fonie - 
principal articles of foreign import, has been carried on as monopolies, 
by a few of the fuperior fervants of the Englifli Company, with their^ 
Banyans and favourites ; and not only every public mcafure of late 
years adopted by the government at Calcutta, has been calculated to 
favour the edablifliment of fuch monopolies, but even the contradi&ory 
and injudicious orders of the Court of Direftors, on fomc occafions, from 
a want of * local knowledge, and on others from connivance at the pro- 
ceedings of their fervants abroad, or from the date of parties in Lcadeu- 
hall-ftreet, have promoted fuch Ihameful meafures. 

Among the monopolies thus eftabliflied, two were of fuch a nature, 
that they could not have been invented more deftru&ive to the country 
than they really proved. One was that of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, 
of which we have particularly treated in our preceding chapter; the 
other was of the cotton imported by fea from Surat, which tended 
dire&ly to the ruination of the callico-manufa&ories, and in the man- 
ner in which it was partly carried on, to the deftrudtion likewife of the 
revenues. This was a combination among mod of the Gentlemen of 

♦ A remahable inftance of this want of local knowledge was given before the Honourable Houfe 
of Commons, on the oth and loth of April 1767, by two Directors of the Company, then examined 
at the bar ; one of wnom declared he nad been ten years, and the other twenty in the Direction. 

They had both refpeftively held the Chair of the Company, and yet declared they did not know the 
Danes had any fettlcment in Bengal; notwithftanding their town and fattory of Seramporc, or Fre- 
derick nagore, is only about tin miles diftant frem Calcutta, upon ihc river Hoogly. 

[ B b 2 J the 
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the Council at Calcutta, to engrofs as much as they could of the Bom- 
bay and Surat cotton. The original concern of what was bought up 
on this monopoly amounted to twenty-five lacks of rupees, or upwards 
of three hundred thoufand pounds fterling, which they divided in (hares 
among themlelvcs. The prices of cotton which in Bengal, upon the 
commencement of the monopoly were at fixteen and eighteen rupees per 
t/iaund, of about eighty pounds weight, were foon run up to twenty- 
eight and thirty rupees; but, unfortunately for the concerned, the 
crop of country cotton, fo called by the Engli(h, but Capaas by the na- 
tives of Bengal, proved at that time very plentiful; and a great quantity 
of cotton was at the fame time alfo unexpectedly imported in a new track 
of trade, from a diftant country down the rivers Jumna and Ganges, 
which greatly prejudiced the fales of the monopolizers. Two expe- 
dients were therefore thought of to facilitate the fales of the cotton of 
This monopoly ; one, to employ the nominal deputy Nabdb, but in fad: 
the only man in power under the Company’s fervants, Mahomed Reza 
Khawn, at Murmedab&d, to take and diftribute it among the Zemin- 
dars ; and the other was, by means of the fame mock authority, to 
prevent the importation of the cotton from the upper countries. Ac- 
cordingly a conlidcrable quantity was actually fent from Calcutta up ta 
Mahomed Reza Khawn, and diftributed among the Zemind4rs ; ana on 
the borders of the Bahar province a new and extraordinary duty of 
above thirty per cent, was levied upon the cotton brought down from 
the high country; which was a moft effectual method of preventing its 
introduction into the Bengal provinces. 

The public monopoly next in conlequence, as of late praCtifed, has 
been that of piece-goods fit for the markets of Buflorah, Judda, Mocha, 
Bombay, Surat and Madrafs. Of thofe goods there are ' many forts 
which the Englifh Company do not deal in ; fuch as, at Dacca, the 
coarfer kinds of Mulmuls, called Anundy, Hyaty, Sonargoung and Sher- 
betty ; and at Coflimbazar and Radnagorc feveral forts of Sarries, called 
Chappa, Mugga, Tempy, Tarachaundy and MuCta; alfo Soocies and 
Soocy-larrics, Cuttanees and Taffeties, &c. in the provifion of which 
neverthelefs, under the fame influence, like opprefiions are praCtifed as 
for the Company’s inveftment. 

for the dilpofal of the goods of this joint concern, another monopoly 
is eftablilhed of the exclufive right of exportation, particularly to Buf- 
lorah, Judda and Mocha, which ufed to be the moft profitable voyages. 
For this purpofe, the Governor and Council of Calcutta fit out (hips, 
generally known by the denomination of the freight ftps, on which the 
goods of this joint-concern are firft (hipped, and the remainder of the 

tonnage 
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tonnage is filled up on freight. The management of this concern is un- 
der the direction of a Member of the Council, who is ading-owner, 
and keeps a warehoufe for this purpofe, generally known in Calcutta 
by the name of the freight warehoufe. When one of thefe freight-fhips 
is fet up, no other perfons among the few that can provide goods dare 
attempt to fet up another on the fame voyage, without the permifliou 
of the Governor and Council ; nor is any perfon fuffered to load their 
goods on any other fhip for thofe markets, if luch fliould be permitted 
to be fet up, until the loading of the freight-fhip of the Governor and 
Council be complcated. Frequent inftanccs have been known of the 
goods of private merchants, even Europeans, but particularly of thofe 
belonging to Armenians, Moguls and Gentoos, being, in confequencc 
of this monopoly, flopped on the public road, and by force carried to 
the freight-warehoufe j and the proprietors of fuch goods have been 
obliged, contrary to their wills, to fee their goods fhipped on vc/lels 
they had not a good opinion of, and going on voyages whofe defolia- 
tion and management were often contrary to their own private fehemes 
of trade : in confequence of which unwarrantable proceedings, thofe 
merchants have frequently loft their fales, have had their goods damaged, 
left at ports they never defigned they fhould touch at, and have fome- 
times loft even the goods themfelves. By all which cruel circum- 
ftanccs there have been in Bengal many inftances of families of Ar- 
menians, principal traders in this branch to Perfia and Arabia, the for- 
mer of which may properly be called their own country, who have been 
totally ruined. 

Among the many methods that have been put in pradice by the Go- 
vernor and Council of Calcutta, for fecuring the monopolies of the in- 
land trade, though under various fpecious pretences of their being for 
the benefit of the Company and natives, as well as for public good, the 
following arc fome of the moft remarkable. 

Merchants have been ftridly prohibited from fending Gonvaftahs into 
the interior country, to purchafe or provide any goods, without a Per- 
wdnah from the Governor of Calcutta. WhithoutthisPerwanah, it would 
be in vain to attempt to purchafe, notwithftanding a merchant fhould 
agree to pay double what is called the government duties ; though in fad 
fuch Perwdnah, when obtained, would in general be of no fcrvice to 
the country merchant, without fome fpecial private protedion, as the 
bonds called Mutchulcahs, already explained, arc in general taken by 
the Company’s Gomaftahs, from the Weavers and Dallals, throughout 
the whole country. 
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An order of Council was alfo iflucd, prohibiting all Englifhmen from 
quitting Calcutta, or retiding at any fubordinate fa&ory, or in any part 
or the inland country, under a pretence, that they were guilty of op- 
prellions towards the natives. It was faid this reftri&ion was by order 
of the Court of Eaft India Directors, and intended to prevent fuch irre- 
gularities. Whatever might have been the real motives for this regula- 
tion, it was admirably well calculated to favour the eftablifhment and 
continuation of monopolies, and to prevent difeoveries of tranfa&ions of 
a more private nature in the inland country, where many fecrets lay 
buried. However, when the * Gentlemen of the Secret Committee, 
who publifhed that order, found it convenient for their bufinefs in fait, 
beetle-nut and tobacco, they did not, as we have (hewn iu our laft chap- 
ter, hefitatc to appoint and ftation, all at once, no lefs than ten Englifh 
gentlemen, as agents, in different parts of the country for the Tales of 
ialt. 

After the fafts herein taken notice of, refpedting the proceedings of 
Black Gomaftahs, it would be paying a bad compliment to the natives 
of this country to fuppofe, that an Englifh agent could poflibly exceed 
the Blacks in the commiflion of every fpecies of enormity : and to fup- 
pofe that Englifh individuals were properly prohibited from refiding in 
the inland country of which the Englifh Company were the acting 
Sovereigns, on account of any irregularities they committed, would be 
admitting abfurdities. It would be admitting that the Governors of a 
country could fancy it for the benefit of that country, that it fhould not 
be inhabited by their fellow-fubjc&s. It would be fuppofing that a defpo- 
tic Sovereign, whofe power is as unlimited as he choofes to make it, 
could not prevent the commiflion of offences, or duly chaftife the de- 
linquents for fuch, when committed even within his own dominions. 
Or elfe, by maintaining the propriety of fuch an order from the Com- 
pany, or their Governor and Council of Calcutta, we muft admit what 
would not be much to their honour, that they were totally unqualified 
for holding thofe reins of government which they had taken into their 
hands, 

But this reflri&ion was no lefs abfurd in another point of view; for 
it put the Englifhman upon a worfe footing than foreigners in a country 
conquered by his own nation j fince the Governor and Council there- 
by deprived him of that right of loco-motion which, by the law of 

* Even the gentlemen who concurred in opinion of the propriety of that order upon this occafion, 
before given their fentiments in dire& oppofitionto fuch a meafure. See Authentic Papers, 
p 6 e 200. 
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nations, they could not reftrain in the French; Dutch, Portugueze, or 
Danes, who have fettlements in Bengal. 

How different the conduct of the Dutch Company ! and what arnaz* 
ing good confequences have evidently been produced by contrary mca- 
fures even at the Cape of Good Hope ! Inrtead of preventing their fel- 
low* fubjeXs from exifting or living in the interior country, their policy 
encourages it to the utnroft. They have countrymen eftablilhed in the 
inland parts at the dirtance of above fix hundred miles from their chief 
fettlement ; where* by a well-regulated police, a due adminillration of 
juftice, and the encouragement of agriculture, aflirted with the im- 
provements of European artifts, they have rendered their colony on 
that rocky mountain fo abundant in wine, cattle, grain, and all the 
fruits of the earth, and upon the whole fo beautiful and flourifhing, as 
gives occafion for great comparative reproach on the Eaft India Company 
of this Kingdom. 

But not content with the prohibitions and reftrittions of trade ioit/jin y 
the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Oriflfa, the Governor and Council 
of Calcutta, on the 1 8th May 1768, and we will fuppofe alfo by the' 
authority of the Court of Diredors, proceeded to publifh an * edid, 
prohibiting not only the Company’s fervants and free merchants* but 
every other European under the Company’s protedion, as well as all 
Armenians and Portugueze , or the defendants of Armenians and Portu- 
gueze , from carrying on any trade, diredly or indiredly, beyond, or with- 
out the limits of the faid provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orifla : and it 
was therein ordained, “ that if any of the perfons deferibed (houhl 
“ attempt to tranfport any merchandize beyond thofo provinces, all 
“ filch merchandize fhould be feized and conjifcated, and the go m art ah $ 
“ having chafge of fuch contraband trade rtiould be punijhed with the 
“ uimojl Jeverity it being intended by the Governor and Council, as 
was alledgcd, “ that none but the natives of the country ( Mujfuhnen and- 
Hindoos ) jhould enjoy the privilege of that trade." 

To particularize, in a mercantile community, all the grofs abfurdities 
and the injuftice of fuch an order, would be to offer an inliilt to every 
man of undemanding j we will therefore only remark, that this order 
principally contributed to the producing of two ruinous ert'e&s j one, 
the prevention of extending the Company’s falcs of Briti/h woollens and 
other ftaple commodities of this kingdom, and the other, adding to 
the .difeourageraent- of the inland importation of bullion, by lertcning 
all mercantile connexions with the merchants of the interior parts 01 


* See this Edifl at large in our ArrtNO ix, No XXIX. page 80. 
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1 Hindoft&n. From whence the Company, or their Governor and Coun- 
cil, could derive thefc powers of confifcation and punishment, or by 
what authority they could deprive of their natural rights, the Armenians 
and Portugucze eftabliihed in Bengal, who, as well as their forefathers, 
were natives of that country equally with the MuJJ'ulmen and Hindoos { 
or with what view they wanted to prevent all trade in the dominions 
bordering upon Bengal, notwithstanding the Princes of fuch adjacent 
countries permitted, encouraged, and according to the ufages of the em~ 
fire , could not prevent fuch trade, it mud be hard to account for, un- 
lefs from private felfiSh motives j which latter we are the more inclined 
to believe mud have been the cafe, as the very gentlemen who made 
this reftri&ive order alfo continued their own agents and gomaftahs in 
the interdicted diftriCls. 

In another place we have already obferved, that in former times it was 
cuftomary for merchants from all the inland parts of Alia, and even from 
Tartary, to refort to Bengal with little elfe than money or bills to pur- 
chafe the commodities of thofe provinces. A variety of merchants of 
different nations and religions, fuch as Cajhmeerians *, Multanys , Pa- 
tans, Sheiks , Suniaffys, Poggyahs, Betteeas and many others ufed to re- 
fort to Bengal annually, in Cafleelabs, or large parties, of many thou- 
fands together (with troops of oxen for the tranfport of goods) from 
different parts of Hindoftan ; by which the inland importation of bullion 
into Bengal always far exceeded the whole importation by fea from 
Europe and the gulfs of Perfia and Arabia. Thus, by the bad practices 
of the Company’s agents and gomaftahs in the interior parts, and by 
thofe proceedings of the Company, or their Governor and Council of 
Calcutta which we have now inftanced, all thofe foreign merchants have 
been deterred from approaching the Bengal provinces ; and things have 
come to fuch a pafs, that the whole of that advantageous trade is now 
turned into other channels, and probably loft to thofe countries for ever. 

Indeed, as we have before obferved, the proceedings and orders of 
the Courts of Eaft India Directors refpeCting the inland trade of Bengal, 
have, either from the ftate of parties or from ignorance, in general been 
equally deftruCtive of the welfare of thofe countries and the real interefts 
of the Company, with thofe of their late Governors and Councils at 
Calcutta. And in nothing has this been more apparent than in their 


• It was cuftomary for the merchant! of Cafhmeer to go and make even fait in the wood* 
called SundftbttKd, being at the very bottom of the Bay of Bengal : as may be fecn by a letter 
from the Nabob, Coflim Ally Khawn to Governor Vanfucart. See Mr. Vansittabt’s Narra- 
tive, Vol, II. page 167. 

orders 



ON INDIA AFFAIRS. 


201 


orders refpeCting the trade in fait; which trade, at any rate, has in 
general been looked upon, by mifinformed Eaft India Itock-holdcrs, 
as deftrudlive and criminal, though die fadt is, that the abufc ot 
it only has been fuch ; for the fair and open practice of it by all men, 
ever did, and ever mull contribute to the welfare of the country. Thus 
in their letters to Bengal, dated the 8th February 1764, and the 19th 
February 1766, the Court of Directors abfolutcly prohibited the trade 
in fait to all Europeans whomfoever, refiding under their protection, 
though they fiiould trade therein with paying the very utmoll duties, 
and entirely upon a footing with the natives. They likewife, at the 
fame time prohibited “ trade in all other articles that are not for export 
“ and import." 

The diltridls belonging to Bengal which produce fait, arc only fuch 
places as are walhed by the influx of the tide from the fea, for about 
fixty miles up the rivers from the bottom of the bay ; where it is made 
by boiling an artificial brine filtrated through prepared earth, by a pro- 
cel's very different from what is pradtifed in Europe, or in the other 
parts of India. The reader may fee in the map, that the lands fo 
wafhed, are thofe to the fouth of Calcutta, and acrofs the bay, from 
Chittigong to Ballafore, all which, including the provinces of Midni- 
porc and Burdwan, excepting Jcllbre, Roymungul and a few other 
Pergunnahs dependent on Hoogly, are the lands of the Company’s for- 
mer grants from the Nab6bs of Bengal, pofieffed before the letting up 
of the farce of the Dewannee. Many of thofe lands produce nothing 
but fait, from which the whole of their revenue arifes ; but from the 
fituation of the private trade of the country, as already Ihewn, as well 
as, in particular, from the fluctuating tenor of orders ifl'ued at Cal- 
cutta * relative to this trade, none of the natives would, at that time, 
or even fince, venture to make fait, unlefs privately concerned with, 
or protedted by fome gentleman of power and influence in the fervisc 
of the Company. 

In this fituation of the country, or indeed in any other, the wifcll 
meafure the Company could purfue, would have been to encourage, 

without 


* In confeqnence of repeated orders received from the Court of E aft India Diref or;, the Governor 
and Council of Calcutta, in February 1767, iflued a proclamation, cncounging the natives to make 
fait ; and upon the faith of this order many of them engaged in the bufinefs, particularly in the 
wood* ; where it is made on low grounds wnich are ovrfl-twed upon the fifing ol the Ganges, after 
the periodical rains. In the meantime the Dewan or Jn-ad Ba nyan o f the G overnor, and the Bany.i, 
of fome of the other principal gentlemen, who had formed a focictv, and became large purchal.rw'f 
the Committee’s fait (although the lame was rxprcfsly contrary to the four!) regula'ion ol the Com- 
mittee, of the 3d Scpt.mber 1766) reprefented to the Commiitce, that if the new fait was permitted 
to be brought to maiket before their own was fold off, they (hould be ruined by tbrir baigan w"h 
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without reftriClion,. Europeans and others, of all denominations, upon 
engaging to pay the eflabliflied duties, to embark in the bufinefs of 
falt-making; as well becaufe Europeans would be more likely than the 
natives to counteract, if poffiblc, the monopolizing fpirit of the fuperior 
fervants of the Company, as for the lake of the confequences which muff 
naturally follow, viz. the great improvement of the revenues of the fait 
pergunnahs, and the lowering of the price of fo principal a neceflary of 
life. Indeed it is amazing, that a commercial body of men, like the Eng- 
lish Eaft India Directors, Ihould in any lituation think of prohibiting the 
free cxercife of trade, according to eilablilhcd cuftom, in a commer- 
cial country, like Bengal; and particularly when even the profperity 
of their conflituents affairs mult depend on fuch freedom. Every 
prohibition of one let of men, in favour of another, or the allowing of 
a free trade in fomc articles, and laying partial reftriCtions on others, 
oiult tend to the ellablilhment of mifehievous monopolies; but when 
the interdicted perfons are the rulers, in a diftant country, of fubjeCts 
totally dependent and made abjeCHy fubfervient, the iffuing of fuch 
prohibitory reftriCtions is encouraging collulions for partial views ; fo 
' that the very expectation of obedienccln fuch cafes becomes not lefs ab- 
„ furd than the iffuing of fuch orders is impolitic. It is moreover, in the 
„ cafes before us, peculiarly difgraceful ; for before the Company made 
u themfelves Sovereigns there, the word or weakeft of the ancient black 
f, Nabobs, would not have prohibited even any European in Bengal from 
// trading in any particular article, fo long as he paid the full duties, and 
/, conformed to the cultoms of the land. It is likewife contrary to the 
,, fentiments and orders of former Courts of Directors; who, as wc have 
t, fhewn in our eighth chapter, allowed of all trade in India, on payment 
t of the eftablifhed duties, and only aimed at the prevention of the abufes 
l of their firmaun-duftuck ; which, in faCt, was all that they could have 
a fight to interfere with. 


/ the Committee. In confequence of this reprefentauon, on the 1 2th Auguft 1767, there was another 
procl.ima ion iftucd, forbidding the removal of an y new made fait from the ground where it was pro- 
I duccd. This was a moft effe&ual method of preventing the Tales of the new-made fait. The falt- 
raakers, called Molungue es, came up to Calcutta in a body to petition for liberty to remove their fait 
before the fuelling of the river; and the wri cr has feen above two hundred of them furround the 
f t Governor's palanqueen for that purpofc, on the high road, and falling proltrate on their faces before 
, him. They were referred to tbc Drwdn, though the very man againlf whom they complained; and 
„ before they could obtain an order, their fait was waihed away. To (hew the power of a Gover- 
¥ nor’s Dewan upon fuch occafions, the reader muft be informed, that at this very time the Vakeel of 
* the Rajah of Jcflbre, who had come up with the Molfinguees, was taken up in Calcutta by theteo- 
k nor’s Dew an, and fent a prifoner into his own province, under a guard of foldicrs, where thep kept 
i him, under a guard, ’dll the Dewan’s bufinefs was accpmplilhed. 


As 
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As to the other late prohibition of their fervants to trade in any ar 
tides but what are for export and import, it is a nice diftin&ion, which 
modem Directors alone can explain for we aflert there is not an article 
of trade in Bengal but what is either an import or an export ; and even 
the article of fait, now under confideration, is in large quantities con- 
tinually imported from the Marahtah Pergiinnahs about Ballaforc and 
Cuttack, from the coaft of Coromandel, and from Perfia. 

The orders of the Court of Directors refpc&ing duftucks have alfo ' 
been equally inconfiftent and contradictory. At one time they have 
ordered them to be granted to all their covenanted fervants indiscrimi- 
nately ^ at another they have been allowed only to thofc above the 
rank of writers 5 at this time they have ordered the free merchants to 
be indulged with them, arul at that, they have directed this indulgence 
to be with-held, according to the narrow or more enlarged notions of 
the leading Directors for the time being. 

The trade of individuals in India muft ever be to the Company’s fpecial 
advantage, and cannot affcCt their exclufive trade to and from Europe, 
but advantageoufly ) notwithftanding fome people, in order to fcrcen 
their own monopolies, have always endeavoured to make it appear per- 
nicious to the Company : and fuch prohibitions and reftriCtions as we have 
juft taken notice of, laid on trade in a commercial country, are, in faCt, 
no better than fo many public edicts for the ruin of a people j all fuch 
orders therefore muft ever be evaded, or their effeCts will indifputably 
prove fatal. 

Among the variety of iniquitous abufes praCtifcd in Bengal and the 
adjacent provinces, to the injury of individu Is and great hurt of trade 
in general, we may properly rank thofe of the fpurious coinages which 
have been made of late years both in the gold and diver fpecics, ex- 
prcfsly contrary to law, and apparently for fraudulent purpofes. 

The Englifh Eaft India Company are authorifed by charter and law to 
coin the money of the countries of India in which they have their prin- 
cipal fcttlements, with the permillion however of the governing Princes 
of thofe countries, and provided that fuch coinages be made equal i:i 
weight and finenefs to the ftandards of the refpcCtivc dates. 

There are, in the different part of India, a variety of kinds ot gold 
and diver money, which only pafs in general currency byjhcir reflec- 
tive intrinfic values. The llandard coinages of India are called Succas : 
and Vhcther Iilver rupees, or gold ones, called Mdhurs, all ate cllU 
mated according to th eir intrinfic good nets, injproportio n to their 
c omp arative value o f g old w ith f ilvcj. The Balt ns, on The exchange 
ofUich coins, are made indruments of great abufe in the hands of 

[ C c ? ] the 
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the Shroffs, or money-dealers of all kinds, as hath been {hewn in an- 
other place. 

The gold mohurs which were iffued at Calcutta in the year 176/ unr 
der the aufpices Lord Clive and his Select Committee, were,, by. their 
order, made to pals in value at fourteen iiccas, or about- fixteen current 
rupees and one quarter but- their circulation at* that rate could never 
be made general fo that they occafioned* great embarraffments and, 
of courfe, frequent heavy Ioffes. The comparative value of gold by. 
lilver, above the eftabhffiod medium, in ; thefe gold mohurs of the Cal- 
cutta mint, was laid to have been originally raifcd :only. fix per cent, and 
two per cent, more was added for coinagej-charges. . 

The ifluing of them, however}, proved the fource of great evils, and : 
was very injurious to the Company and - the public, though made pro- 
portionably advantageous to jobbers* This over-rating of • the value of 
gold foon contributed fo effe&ually to the draining of thofe provinces 
of filvcr, that the Dire£tors in England, were, under date of the 3d . 
February 1768, informed from the Governor and Council . at Calcutta, 
that it was then difficult to procure filver at that prefidency, in exchange 
even for an hundred gold mohurs. And under date of the 2 id of the 
fame month, , it was earneftly recommended to them, from the faid quar- 
ter, “ to confider of fome other means of: fupplying China with filver, 
“ than from Bengal.” 

Gold mohurs, at the fame time, for want of filver rupees, were by un- 
avoidable necefiity fent from Bengal to Madrafs, to anfwer the moft pref- 
fing exigencies of that fettlement, though it was feen that -a very heavy 
lots would attend fuch remittances; and by the fame advices the Direc- 
tors were farther informed, .that the lofs at Madrafs on fuch remittances 
of the gold mohurs from Bengal, had been thirteen per cent, as filver 
rupees would to that degree have better anfwcred. 

The Governor and Council of Calcutta likewife acknowledge, in their 
faid advices to the Directors, . that they had been greatly difappointed 
in their views of. eftablillung a gold currency, as with all their influr 
cnce, it would not pafs in. any of the provinces, “ fo wedded were the 
“ natives to the particular fpecie they had been accuftomed to.” But 
they might have faid, with more truth, that the people were 'wife 
enough not to fuffer themfelves to he cheated in fo grofs a manner. 

Private advices of a later date have mentioned, that a. great trade 
had been carried on in Calcutta in difeounting gold mohurs, at eieven 
per cent, at leaf!: ; which was principally carried on by the Banyans of 
lome of the Engliffi gentlemen high in office, by means of tbecommou 
Shroffs, Thus the public offices were continually iffuing gold mohurs, 

and; 
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and fome at leaft belonging to them were as continually receiving quan-' 
tities of them back again, with a difeount of profit of eleven per cent, 
and thus they went on iffuing and receiving, in fuch a degree of ad- 
vantage to themfelves, money which, had no currency except within 
the boundaries of Calcutta; fo that thofe who had payments to make 
beyond thofe boundaries were under a neceffny to get it exchanged at 
fo great a lofs by difeount. To fuch an extraordinary degree was 
this- fpurious gold coinage difgraced at laft even in Calcutta, that 
there was once. a quantity of them fold at public auction, by the autho- 
rity of the Mayor’s Court, which produced only ten current rupees and 
one quarter a mbhur ; which, admitting the proprietor had originally 
received them at fixteen and one quarter current rupees each, made no 
lefs a difference than thirty -eight per cent. lofs. 

With regard to the lilver coinages of rupees, they are in the fcveral 
parts of India of different values. Arcots , which are the moft inferior 
of genuine rupees, and which are now coined as currently in Calcutta 
as in the province of Arcot, are eftimated at eight per cent, better than 
current, or, what is the fame thing, at eight per cent, lefs than the 
rupees of flandard weight and finenefs, called Siccas*: and in this 
fpecies of Arcots, the Englifh European and Black troops arc made 
to receive their pay. 

Among the variety of bafe coinages which have been introduced in 
different diftrifts fince the fubverfion of the empire, there is one called 
a Viziery rupee, which is about ten per cent, worfe than Arcots. ThU 
fpccies was introduced not many years ago in one of the difmembered 
Nabobfhips, whofe Nabob calling himlelf Vizier of the empire, in times 
of diftrefs found himfelf obliged, for the payment of his troops, to 
Iffue this fpurious coin, which from him has retained the name of Vi- 
ziery rupees; and from the confufion introduced, with the univerfal 
difregard of the laws of the late empire,, the pra&ice has been too much 
followed fince, by fuch as have had opportunities and want of confciencc 
enough to acquire wealth by fo doing. 

Among thofe who have pradtifed this fpccies of robbery, the fubrti- 
tutes and dependents of the Englifh Eaft India Company have not been 
lealt diftinguifhed ; and we have had even the ba nyan s of our military 
gentlemen become matters of the mints a?~Ban5ras and IUahabad, in 
which Vizicries have been coined under the very hofe of our Grand 
Mogul, not only for the robbing of the poor foldiers, by paying them in 

* The Murftiedabad and Calcutta Sicca fhould weigh 7clwt. rt£r. and in fineneff> IhauJJ he 
better than Engltfh fiaudard at the rate of »4dwt. 7gr, &° 0 in every pound of fdver. 

/ V zier ies 
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Vizieries inftcad of good Arcots, but, as it is faid, even for the pay- 
ment of the penfion to the Great Mogul himfelf } who, notwithftanding 
his title of King of the World, has found himfelf reduced to the neceflity 
of exercifing Imperial patience, and of fuffering the injury unrefented. 

Whatever propriety there might be, fince thofe provinces became 
the property of the Britifh ftate, in the Company’s or their fubftitutes 
and dependents coining money in Bengal, independently of the fu- 
^preme executive power of this kingdom, yet certainly, to make coin- 
ages that were againft law, becaufe not according to the ftandards of 
thofe countries, and to obtrude even government-payments with them 
’ at fraudulent valuations, rnuft have been high crimes and mifdemean- 
ours, if not actually high treafon which latter is the only crime that 
by law cannot be tried in India. But furely thefe fhould be confidered 
as practices that ought effedually to be prevented in future. 

Upon the whole, it may with truth be afi'erted, that the monopolies 
which have been of late eftablifhed, and the ruinous practices and re- 
gulations that have been introduced and enforced in Bengal by the 
Englilh Eaft India Company and their fubftitutes with refped to trade, 
are haftening on that deftruftion of the manufadtories there which had 
its firft beginning in the irregularities of ufurping Nabobs, and the depre- 
dations of the Marahtahs. They have for feveral years paft been de- 
creafmg •j- in quality and advancing in price, while many manufac- 
turers of all denominatious have, by unparalelled oppreflions, been 
driven from their callings and country. 

We have feen all merchants from the interior parts of Afia effedually 
prevented from having any mercantile intcrcourfc with Bengal, while, 
at the fame time, the natives in general are in fad deprived of all trade 
within thofe provinces, it being wholly monopolized by a few Company’s 
fervants and their dependents. In fuch a fituation, what commercial 
country can flourifh ? or who can be at a lofs to account for that de- 


t By the Gentoo*r.ccounts, the former mflnafa&um in Bengal wefc incomparably finer than any 
thing now produced. There was a fort of Muflin called Abroon which was manufatlured folcly lor 
th ; u ( c of the limperor’s feraglio, a piece of which, coiling 400 rupees, or 50I. ferling, is laid to 
have weighed only five Sicca rupees, and if fpread upon wet grals to have been fcarccly viliblfs 
They ainufe us with two ltories as an indance of the finenefi of this cloth. One, that the Emp. 
/^urengzebe was angry with his daughter for (hewing her (kin through her doaths ; whereupon 
the young prince a rcmonftvatcd in her juitification, that flic had feven jamahs or fuits on : and 
another, that in the Nabob Allaverdy Kbawn’s time, a weaver was chaflifed and turned* o* t of 
the c ty ot Da<ca for his negledl, in not preventing his cow from eating up a piece of AbrooJn, 
which he had pread and carekfily left on the graii. 
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creafc of the Company’s credit]:, and the great fcarcity of current 
fpecie in Bengal ? which laft, though greatly promoted of late years by 
different drains, fuch as that of the treafures carried out of the province;; 
upon the flight of the Nabob Coffim Ally Khawn, the exportations to 
China and the other parts of India, the fufpenlion of importations from 
Europe, and the introduction at Calcutta of the above-mentioned over- 
rated bafe gold coin ; yet, as they had their beginning in, fo their con- 
tinuance is owing chiefly to the obftrudions of the oiiginal fprings of 
commerce, and the great oppreflion of the indultrious part of the 
natives. 

While the Company and their fubftitutes, by a fubverfion of the 
rights of mankind, in the unreftrained exercifc of every fpecies of vio- 
lence and injuftice, are thus fufl'ered to monopolize, not only the ma- 
nufactures but the manufacturers of Bengal, and thereby totally repel 
that far grcTtciFInffux oF wealth which ulcd to ftream in from the com- 
merce of Afia j and likewife, by every method they can fafely praCtife, 
obftruCt the trade of the other European § nations with thofe provinces, 
which is the only other inlet of wealth they poflibly can have, and at 
the fame time, while they are continually draining off from thence 
iramenfe fums annually for China, Madrafs, Bombay and other places, 
the confequences cannot prove other than beggary and ruin to thofe 
ineftimable territories. 

Thefc are circumftances that Ihould ferve to awaken the ftrong at- 
tention even of the proprietors of Eaft India flock, as well as of the go- 
vernment j who (hould pay no regard to the confident affertion, that 
fo lung as the Ganges runs through Bengal, the inhabitants will not 
quit that country. The Ganges is equally, nay more venerated in other 
‘countries to the northward of Bengal and Bahar, where the Hindoos, 
who are only one part of the people, may equally follow the rites of 
Brimba their law-giver : befides, experience evinces the fallity of fuch 
an affertion. 

The Company ought not to ereCt, or fuffer others to cftablilh any 
monopolies in Bengal ; but Ihould fo regulate matters as to feek their 
own advantage in the profperity of the country. Such can be the only 
juft, the only fafe policy to adopt j without which the poffellion of that 

X The Company’s Bengal bonds have been difeounted in Calcutta at upwards of fourteen per 

cent, -ii 

$ The nccefluy of encouraging fuch trade with other European nations on this very principle, and 
likewife for other prudential reatons, was feen and acknowledged even by Lord Clive in the year 
1765; as may be feen by his letter to the then Pireftors. Avthirtic Papers concerning 
India Affairs, Pages 28 and 29. 


3 


country, 



208 considerations 

country, with all its natural refources, will foon become burthenfome, 
inftcad of being advantageous to the Company or the nation. 

Such are the bad effedts of evil caufes, which are now operating very 
fort towards the ruin of the Bengal provinces ; fo evidently, as when 
brought to a fevere teft, which mu ft foon be the cafe, even Directors 
cannot, nor will dare to deny. If fucceflive fets of Diredtors have 
been ignorant of thefe fure effects of caufes, they have thereby (hewn 
themfelves to be unqualified for their ftations : but if they were able to 
trace them out, or were timely apprized of the evils, and negle&cd to 
adt honourably from fuch knowledge, they will have then proved them- 
felves unworthy of their truft, and muft deferve to be considered as the 
betrayers of it. 

It remains to be feen from the effedts of time, what falutary meafures 
towards the cure of prefen t exifting, and the prevention of dreaded 
evils in future, have been or may hereafter be adopted from the wif- 
dom of Diredtors ; but however the temporary proprietors of Eaft India 
ftock, or fuch a6 have an intereft in the Company’s affairs feparate 
from that of the public, may think and adt on thefe matters, it (hould 
be greatly hoped, by every real well-wifher to this kingdom, that go- 
vernment will take the prefervation and improvement of thofe Afiatic 
dominions, which it is conceived would be no very hard talk, into their 
mod ferious confideration, while there is yet time for making pre- 
ventive remedies efficacioufly to operate. The critical period cannot 
now be far tfiftant • fo that longer delays may render the application of 
teftorativc means ineffedtual, bccaufe unfortunately made too late. 
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CHAP. XV. 

On the Nature and Defects of the CONSTITUTION of 
the ENGLISH EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

O F all political tyrannies, the Arillocratic is wcJrft, having ever 
been found, from experience, the moll partial and oppreflive. And 
of all Ariftocracies, perhaps a trading one is leaft indurablc, from being 
mod likely toabufe power; as was frequently verified in ancient times, 
antkin later ages has been pra&ically exemplified in Venice and Genoa. 

The Dutch Eaft India Company is Ariftocratic in its executive ; but 
then it is thefubjett of a Democratic Trading-ftate, which has eftabliflied 
fuch effectual checks on all entrufted operative powers in India, as ferve 
fully to prevent both executive oppreflion, and the rapine of individuals. . 

The Englith Eaft India Company was originally intended to be a merely 
trading community, being firft inftituted by Queen Elizabeth’s charter of 
the 30th December 1600, expreflly “ for the honour of the nation, the 
“ increafe of navigation, and the advancement of trade and merchandize 
** within the Britifh dominions ; for the increafe of the Riches of the People 
“ and the Benefit of the Commonwealth .” And indeed this Company, by 
its conftitution, is as unfit to exercife * Sovereign authority, as by the con- 
ftitutionof the kingdom it muft be unqualified either to acquire or pofiefs it. 

The Company are inftitutionally a Democratic body, the fupreme 
power, even over the management of their commercial concerns, being 
placed, at large, in the hands of all proprietors who have five hundred 
pounds (lock : and fo entirely popular is the government of this com* 
mercial community, that any nine proprietors who are qualified for vot- 
ing at their meetings, or general courts, can at any time require and 
procure the affembling of the whole body, for fpecified bulinefs; where 
a majority of the members are antitied to demand whatever informations 
or infpe<ftion3 they pleafe j to regulate dividends, to eftablifii bye-laws 
and relbluttons, and to order their being carried into execution by their 
fubftitutes, the Twenty-four Dirc&ors, who are annually chofen ; pro* 
•tided fuch regulations be conformable to the Company s chart cr , and not re- 
pugnant to the laws of the kingdom. 

* h*may not be improper in this place to conlidcr the report' of hi - M nelly > A.ii-oca'.c, Attorney 
and Solicitor General, in the year 17;:, upon lh. lul>ieft>ot the diviit-n -il yl-tn. let or booty taai n 
by the Company, and their power ol holding or dtfpofing of terntonal acquired by con- 

sjuell or grants from the India%friiiccs. Sec our A rr bsuix No- i' 1 'PI 
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Such is the conflitution of this incorporated community; which is- 
fuitable to the nature and ends of its inftitution, being the employment 
of the joint Hock in commerce, to their own advantage, and at the 
fame time to the benefit of the Hate. The exclufive right of trade 
granted to them was for the fake of encouraging a new and important 
branch of commerce that might prove beneficial to the kingdom, and. 
which was not likely perhaps, at that time, to be properly undertaken 
or profecuted on any other conditions : and this in fad is the only confii- 
tutional rcafon that could ever be advanced to authorize the granting- 
of fuch exclufive rights by charters. While this incorporated body of 
merchants, therefore, were profccuting trade in purfuit. of their, own 
intereft, they were likewife to be conlidered as ading in truft for the 
public, under the protedion, infpedion, and control of Government ; 
becaufe, like that which is carried on between Great Britain and every 
other country, the commerce with India is the commerce of the ftate. 

So long as the concerns of the Company continued purely commercial, 
and while in India they were fubjedt to the control of the Indian Go- 
vernments, the powers they were entrufted with, under the authority 
and protedlion of the Crown of Great Britain, for the government of 
thole fettlements which they were authorized to eftablilh in fuch remote 
countries,, for the better carrying on of. their trade, might be confidered 
as lafe and requifite. The ftake then principally hazarded was the pro- 
perty of a trading community, who had no other views or expeditions, 
than of the profits ariftng from their commerce, in their management of 
which there could- be little pretence for Government's interfering:, 
though it mud be confefled the power which the Company were autho- 
rized to exercife in India was, even foon after their fird eftablilhment, , 
too frequently abuled by grofs ads of injustice and oppreffion ; fuch as 
appear to have been fuccellively continued down, with great increafe, to 
the prefent. times. 

But the circum fiances of this Company have within a few. years paft 
become greatly different from what they were, or could be foreleen . 
either at the firfl grant, or on any renewal of their charter; By the forces 
of the Company, in conjundion .with thofe of the Kingdom,, immenfe 
territories have been acquired in India, And though of right they can. 
enly, belong to the State, yet hitherto they have been with-held by, or 
rather have been farmed to the Company, together, in fad, with the 
perfons and rights of their numerous inhabitants, for, a ftipulated annual , 
confideration : fo that- the Company now poffefs and exercife in thofe 
territories, not only all their prior commercial pfivileges, , but likewife 
all the powers of defpotic Sovereignty, equally over their fellow 
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European fubjedls and the helplefs fubdued Afiatics j there being no 
courts of juftice, 4n thofe countries, that are effectual for the due pro- 
tection of either. 

The following are therefore now become interefting objedts of con- 
fideration. Whether the protcdlion and government of fuch extenlive, 
populous und wealthy provinces as may be faid to conftitute a great 
empire, and the management and appropriation of a yearly revenue of 
fevcral millions fterling, can wifely or fafely be intruded, as at prefenf, 
without adequate checks on the part of the Crown and People, to the 
care of a fluctuating, Democratic community of traders ; compofed not 
only of the native fubjedls of Great Britain, but likewife of aliens of all 
countries and religions ? And fuch confiderations as thefe arc the more 
nec«fl*ary at prefent, as the very flock of this Company, with all the 
powers and rights annexed to it, may, in efledt, be engrofled by com- 
bining proprietors. From what we have feen, it may even be appre- 
hended, that one man might obtain the command of the Company, by 
dint of wealth perhaps acquired in its fervice ; and by a dextrous ma- 
nagement of fplit flock, among temporary proprietors, get voted in his 
own favour whatfoever he pleafed. Even foreigners may combine, 
and by engrofling much flock, perhaps influence fuch rrteafures as would 
endanger the Afiatic territorial pofl'cllions, and therewith the India trade 
of this nation. At a critical feafoft they might poflibly be made inftru- 
ments for even difturbing the peace of Europe, and thereby expofe to 
hazard the future power and welfare of this kingdom. 

Whatever view we take of the conftitution of the India Company, to 
whom thofe Indian territories, and with them no inconfiderablc portion 
of the national influence and power in Europe arc intruded, it muft ap- 
pear, that fuch pofleflions are of too much confequence to be abandoned 
to twenty-four Directors, who, it may be feared, are on many accounts 
but ill qualified for the entire management of concerns of fuch infinite 
importance, being generally eledled by the combinations and intrigues 
of a few monied men, who may be adluated by no better motives than 
tire acquifition of power and influence to themffclvcs, and of rapid fortunes 
to their families, dependents and creatures. And indeed the genera! 
prevalency of the Hbufe-Li/h of candidates at Eledlions for Directors, 
and of HouJe-$ucJlions, carried by the HouJ'ebold Troops, at mod of the 
general courts, might ferve to convince usj that thole Miniftcrs of the 
Company, after they are fo chofcn, become in reality its Mailers ; though 
perhaps on foms occafions they may adt as the mere tools of fuch indi- 
viduals as helped to exalt them, and who in fo doing had their own 
diflindt interefts in view. 
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But whether the Uiredors ad under the influence of others or nor, 
when we coo filler what they have at their difpofal both in England and 
India ; whcic thue is i'o much to bellow, and confequently fo much to 
acquire in the civil, military and maritime departments; fo many 
preferences to be given in a variety of employments, and likewife in 
ulmoil all kinds of dealings; where the whole quantity of flock is lb 
limited, -and of courfe the number of proprietors qualified for voting fo 
finall ; while the requilite property for candidatelhip for the Diredion is 
fo inconliderable, in companion with the many advantages that may be 
reaped, and the gratifications that can be conferred ; and -when it is 
farther confidered, how much India (lock ufually belongs to foreigners 
abroad, to women, minors, and fuch proprietors as are not qualified for 
voting in the aflemblics of the Company; when we confider all thefe 
circumltanccs together, the proofs daily given of the undue influence 
poUcUed by the Directors over the general body of voters, can excite ia 
us no wonder. 

Thus, though in conftitution the Company is a Democracy, it is, 
from corruption, become in pradice a mere C)ligarchy. A majority of 
the twenty-four Directors can exercife fuch defpotic powers as operate 
without limit both in Europe and Afia; not only over the property of 
that rcfpedable body the real Proprietors, (which ought ever to 
be diflinguilhed from the cabals of the avaricious and ambitious) but 
likewife over the fortunes of all men who engage in the Company’s- 
fervice. And this power they no lefs exercife over the people, the re*» 
venues, the internal trade and external commerce of a very confider- 
able part of India, than over what they for fo long a time have pof- 
fcfl'ed, the whole traffic of this kingdom with the eaftern quarter of tho 
globe. 

Yet great as we know the power of Diredors to be in Europe, we 
likewife know, that there have been, and may believe there Hill are 
fuch defpots in the fervice of the company abroad, as dare not only to 
interpret the orders of their employers as may belt ferve their own pur- 
poles, whether in the eftablilhment of fuch monopolies as are grievous 
to the native people, injurious to trade and freedom, and greatly hurt- 
ful to the Company ; but even peremptorily to difpute their molt abfo- 
lutc injundions, and likewife to abufe the powers which are only in- 
putted to them for good purpofes, by grol's perverfions of jufticc, vio- 
lations of law and eftablilhed cuftom, arbitrary and unconftitutlonal 
applications of military force, and even the exercife of wanton tyranny 
for the worlt of purpofes. At the fame time we behold the impotency 
of power, if the expreffion may be allowed us, or the force of what is 
3 worfe. 
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worfe, to be fuch on this fide of the ocean, that not one delinquent in 
India is brought to judice in Europe : nor do wc hear of any kind of 
redrefs having been ever otherwife than reluctantly granted, by Directors, 
to fuch unhappy people as had been barbaroufly trampled on, wantonly 
aerfecuted, cruelly Itripped, exiled, or even ruined ; not only without 
aroved guilt that deferved punilhment, or without trial of any kind, 
aut even without fo much as the open accufation of a mil'demeanor ! 
While, on the contrary, we have feen the very opprefl'ors of innocent 
men, not only careffed, but even aflbeiated in the Direction loon after 
their arrival j while uncommon indudry has been ufed to Hide accula- 
tions, or even to bear down, by power, the differing complainants of 
injury and oppreffion. Inftances of conduct, which have lerved to re- 
mind the generous and humane, of the pro-confular ravages that were 
praCtifed in the Roman provinces, and of the applications that were 
afterwards ineffectually made either for judice or redrefs, to the tem- 
porary Directors of public affairs in Rome, the feat of univerfal empire, 
during the lad, luxurious, corrupt and rapacious dages of that once 
glorious, but then degenerated and linking Commonwealth. 

Since their affuming the Dewannec, the views confequent of conqucft 
feem to have fo engrolfed the attention of this Company, or rather of 
thofe who aCt for them, that they appear to have been as regardlefs of 
the true commercial intcreds of the kingdom as they have (hewn them* 
lelves inattentive to aCts of judice, on complaints of the word abufes 
of power: for, notwithdanding the great incrcale of their dominion, 
power and influence, there has been little, if any incrcale in the fales 
of Britilh woollens in Bengal. The Turkey trade in this branch is 
known to have greatly declined of late years, infomuch that the clothiers 
who manufacture white cloths have principally depended on the exporta- 
tion to India, and are quite at a Hand when the India Company fail in 
the quantity ufually exported by them. The trade in broad-cloths from, 
hence to India is all, except in the mereft trifles, ftriCtly prohibited to 
all dependents on the Eaft India Company, from the general praClicc, 
which indeed is common to all monopolills, not to clog markets with 
commodities, in order the better to fupport their prices. Iviererthelefs, 
without the abilities of confummate politicians, or even the knowledge 
of the moll experienced merchants, fuch regulations might be made, 
and fuch undertakings encouraged as would loon double the fales of 
broad cloth, and the other woollen manufactures of this kingdom in 
Bengal : and certainly nothing could be more laudable than the purfuit 
of every juft meafure that could be invented to encourage and increale 
the confumption of fuch articles. 

A fenfiblc 
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A fcnfible writer*, not long ago, took on himfclf the talk of repre- 
fcnting the neceffity there had become of feparating the territorial and 
commercial powers in Bengal, as much for the fecurity of the Company 
as the advantage of the Rate. His fentiments concerning the Com- 
pany were the following. “ That it is itfelf a fubjedt, poflelfing neither 
“ fupreme legiilative or judicial authority over its own inftitution of 
“ fellow fubjedls, for the government of thofe dominions ; which re - 
‘‘ prelcntative it can neither properly diredl, reftrain, controul, or 
“ inlpect j and that fuch a fubflitution is, therefore, abfolute, defpotic 
“ and arbitrary in the execution of its fovereign trull. That the Com- 
“ pany is a Sovereign in the capacity of a merchant, and accordingly 
“ adts there in that double capacity j and that thofe who adt under 
“ them are defpots and merchants, as well for themfelves as theCom- 
“ pany : which are circumllances that mull prove dellrudlive to a com- 
“ mercial country. That, being a fubjedl, depending on the govern- 
'* ment of the country in which it refides for its own protcdlion and 
“ cxidence, it is totally devoid of that quality which conllitutes the very 
“ end and being of government, which is protcdlion. 1 ' 

He then proceeds to deferibe the Company’s artificial government of 
Bengal, which is by pretending to hold an office under the Mogul, 
who was in fadt their prifoner, unacknowledged as fuch but by them- 
felvcs, thofe under their influence, or fuch as have like motives; and a 
Nabob without power, who is dependent on them for fupport. Of 
thefe, but more particularly the latter, and of the bafe ules they make of 
him, there needs no more to be laid here, but that he is forced to cover, 
and too frequently, in elfedl, to perpetrate even the moll unwarrant- 
able adlions. 

He reprefents the real government of that country to be in the hands 
of young European fervants to the Company ; on whofe proceedings 
the government of this kingdom appears to bellow very little attention, 
while they are fubmitted to by the natives with the moll timid relig- 
nation, and are but little under the controul even of their mailers, the 
Jiulia-Diredtors ; becaufe many of them may be fuppofed to depend 
chiefly, for fupport, on their interell at home. But Ihould the very 
word punilhment in the -power of Diredlors be inflidted on a Governor, 
or other great and fuccefsiul man, which is diliniffion from the fervicc, 
it is but what he was prepared for : “ being ready,” fays our writer, 
“ to embark with a princely fortune for his mother-country, where. he 
“ lets the Company at defiance ; feeing, that in an ordinary court 

* The Author of Th£ Alarm, PuUilhed by Jiwoa in 1770, 
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" of juftice they can conviCt him of nothing more than an error of 
“ judgment .” 

Having already treated of the prefent date of juftice in Bengal, we 
(hall only here obferve, that with refpeCt to criminal juftice, the Go- 
vernor and Council are, in faCt, the parties to profeente, the magi- 
Arates to imprifon, the judges to fentence, the Sovereigns to order 
execution, and fuch defpots in authority, that no grand or petit jury 
dares venture to difoblige them j while for decifions refpefting property 
they have, as we have before fhewn, the appointing of the judges, 
who decree without juries, and likewife the power of diiplacing them 
on any exhibited complaint made to thcmfclves, which it will readily he 
fuppofed they can with facility at any time procure. So likewife 
they can caufe what kinds of juftice they, pleafe to be executed on the 
unprotected natives j and fhould any of them, againft the will of their 
arbitrary rulers, but dare to avail thcmfclves of their right to appeal to 
the laws of England for juftice, they can, and do forcibly deliver them 
up into the hands of their creature of a Mock-Nabob, “ who (as the 
“ writer* laft quoted obferves) punctually and literally executes his 
“ orders. And thus (continues our author) we find this fliadow of a 
“ Nabdb ferves to effectually exclude the natives of that country from 
“ the privilege of the Englifh laws.” 

With refpeCt to commerce and internal trade, which arc the chief 
fources of wealth and power to a nation, as they likewife are of pro* 
fperity to individuals, tne whole of both, in Bengal, arc in eft'cCt mono- 
polies, either in the hands of the Company or thofe of its fervants : the 
former, from being the only merchant or commercial importer and ex- 
porter, is of courfe the exclufive buyer and feller from or to Europe, 
on felf-prefcribed conditions, at lead as far as regards Britilli com- 
merce } aud. likewife is greatly preferiptive, , in cffeCt; with refpert to 
the reft. The advantages of. one buyer over many fellers, and of one 
feller over many buyers, is no other than the acquifition of a doubly- 
monopolizing power over the property of a whole people, and there- 
fore dangerous alike to the welfare of individuals and the profperity of 
a country ; but of courfe mufl prove greatly more fo when united, as 
at prefent in Bengal, with unlimited fovereignty. 

With refpeCt to the latter, we mean the fervants of the Company, 
they direCUy or indirc&ly monopolize whatever branches they pleafe of 
the* internal trade of thole countries, whether of provifions and the ne- 
cdTarics of life, or the raw materials for manufacturing : in which kinds- 
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of commodities, without full freedom of dealings, no country can ever 
be made, or kept profperous; nor will a trading one in fuch a fituation 
long fiiblifi ; as, if fpeedy remedies be not applied, the Company and 
this nation mull, and will very foon experience, in the fatal effeds of 
the evils refulting from fuch a condud, on the manufadurcs, revenues 
and trade of the fubjeded Bengal provinces, 

Many of the evils under which Bengal has laboured for fome years 
pad, as we have obferved in another place, may truly be faid, in a 
great mcafure, to have originated in Leaden-hall-dreet, from the igno- 
rance, or worfe, ofDiredors; from the continual changes and fluduat- 
ing date of that Court, as well 'as of the General Court of Proprietors ; 
and for want of a permanent fyftem of government adequate to the 
altered date of the Company’s affairs in thofe didant regions. No 
drongcr proof can be given of the defedive conditution of this Com- 
pany, or of the incompetcncy of the Courts of Diredors, than the very 
necefiity which the prefent Court have thought themfelves under bf 
having recourfe to the expedient of fending Supervifors to India ; which, 
after all, unlefs a fydem be adopted very different from any we have 
hitherto leen, will mod probably prove as in»ffedual as every other 
merely temporary expedient has done in India affairs, or any others. 

The temptations to and the opportunities which the fituation of the 
Company have afforded of late years for the fudden acqiifition of wealth 
and power, both at home and abroad, have been great and numerous, 
and fuch as few men have the virtue towithdandj while they have 
ferved to edablifh a variety of intereds, combating each other, among 
all ranks of perfons intereded in the lociety, didind from all profpeds 
of advantage from the joint trade, and even often repugnant to the 
intereds of the nation. While fuch continue to be the fituation and 
government of the Company, it will be contrary to reafon, the nature 
of the human paflions, and indeed of all experience, to exped other 
management, or other confequences, let whatever fet of men be in the 
diredion of their affairs, either in England or India. Upon the whole, 
the Company, in its prefent fituation, may be compared to a flupenddus 
edifice, fuddcnly built on a foundation not prcvioufly well examined or 
fecured, inhabited by momentary proprietors and governors, divided by 
different intereds oppofed to each other ; and who, while one fet of them 
i» overloading the fuperdrudure, another is undermining its foundations. 
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CONCLUSION. 

A FTER fo ample a difcuflion of the various fubjedts of thefe (beets 
under diftindt heads, we (hall now proceed to draw certain im- 
portant conclufions from the whole, and then fubmit a few curfory ob- 
fervations to the confideration of the public. 

It may be deemed ridiculous in any man to fuppofc, that a far-diftant 
country will be long kept in peaceable fubjedtion by any other ties than 
juftice, humanity and convenience. Even ancient Rome, when (he 
was miflrefs of the world, could not, with all her armies, fecure the 
peaceable fubmiflion of any diftant provinces, and particularly thofc of 
Alia, under a rapacious and oppremve government. By no means, 
but fuch as are attradttve of good-will, can hundreds keep themfclves 
in fecurity againft millions, nor will any fuppofed difference in the na- 
tural, or acquired vigour of mind or body, warrant opinions of fafety 
againft fuch odds in numbers. 

After perufing the fcveral cafes and accounts of tranfadtions which 
are contained or referred to in the preceding chapters, the reader will 
hardly entertain a doubt, whether the mere will of power has not been 
the foie rule of juftice in Bengal, either with refpedt to dominion, pro- 
perty, perfonal fafety, or the inflidtion of punifhments next to death ? 
or whether the Prelident and Council, or whatever kind of junto has 
of late years been appointed to rule at Calcutta, by the Court of Di- 
redtors m London, have not there exercifcd fuch unbounded defpotil'm 
as was wholly incompatible with the laws of this kingdom, thofc of 
humanity, or fuch as would be thought intolerable even in Turkey or 
Barbary r 

It can no longer be doubted, that the pretence of governing Bengal 
by a Nab66, under a Great Mogul, is a mod fcandalous impofitioiv 
thofe puppets of fovereignty being no other than penfioned inftruments* 
of impofture and tyranny : while the annual charge upon the revenue 
for the fupport of thofe pageants in fway, has at one time been above 
a trillion uerling; though perhaps thofe dedudtions from the Com- 
pany’s income have been made, in no inconfiderablc degree, a fund in 
reverfion for the private purfes of the governing Europeans in thole 
countries ; and while the wretched, innocent natives, bereft of every 
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pfote&ion from thejuftice of their own country, have thereby alfo been- 
effectually deprived of their indifputable right of appeal to the laws of 
this kingdom, againft the ruling i'ervants of the Company or thofe de- 
pendent on them. 

It has been clearly made evident, that for the Taft fix years part: very 
oppreflivc monopolies have been dlablilhed by the chief Servants of the 
Company in Bengal and its dependencies j fo that not only the whole of 
the inland trade, which was ever free by the conftitution of thofe coun- 
tries to all who would pay the eftablilhed duties, but even the very coalt- 
ing trade, in many particulars, have alike been made jobs, and partially 
engroffed, to the obltrudion and injury of the many, for the enormous, 
advantage of the few ; that the monopoly of the inland trade, as now 
exercifed on account of the Company itfelf, is become the moft grievous 
and oppreffive of all others, as it is under the fandion of their pur- 
chafes, that all oppreflions in this department are effeded ; that fuclr 
monopolies exclude even the very natives from all free trade, whofe 
lituations are rendered the more infupportable, as the very public re- 
gulations made for the eftablilhment of thofe ruinous monopolies are 
pretended to be made for their benefit. It is true, that fome appearance 
of freedom in exports has always been preferved in the fubjeded Bengal', 
provinces : but yet there have been fuch obftrudions and embarralf- 
ments in dealings, and fuch monopolizing of workmen, as long ago oc- 
cafioned great complaints to be made by the French, Dutch and Danes.. 
Thecaufes of them Hill exirt, to the great grievance of the people, and . 
the no lefs injury of the country ; while fome of the known confe- 
quences of thofe evils have been, the lofs of foreign trade on the back- 
parts of the provinces, from which great wealth was formerly derived' 
to them ; the lelfening of a fimilar refource from the trade of the other* 
dilgufted companies, and fo great a fcarcity of money in circulation, 
as, if the draughts from thence for China and the other parts of Ihdia 
be continued, will foon leave thole provinces in want of a fufliciency of! 
Ipecic to ferve even as a medium for dealings. 

Nor lefs apparent has it been made, that power, law and juftice, as. 
well as trade, all operate as monopolies in' Bengal ; by which means 
flie manufactories are going to deltrudion, and population is decreas- 
ing, to the great lelfening of the revenues of thofe countries; while the* 
vciy revenues have been fo mifmanaged, waited, or mifapplied, as to 
make even the polfelfion of empire menace the Company with difttefs, 
if not ruin. 

Equally certain has it been made appear, that every principle of true - 
policy has been inverted in' practice, not only to the unfpeakable injury 
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of the natives, but the effectual difeouragement, nay ruin of European 
fettlers : though on the moll ample protection of the former all profpc- 
rity mull depend, as fccurity will, in a great mcafure, on the encou- 
ragement and increafe of the latter. Our firft affertion is felf-cvident; 
and in fome degree the other has been heretofore experienced, when 
the trading fettlers, as well as the civil fervants, on fevcral occafions 
voluntarily took up arms in the caufe of the Company. Lord Clive long 
ago * informed the Court of Directors, that no dependence could ever be 
placed on the powers of the country for any thing but treachery, and, 
Ihould a favourable occafion offer for it, the worft of all treatment. 
And indeed, in future times of war and danger, it may be found im- 
pofiible for the Company to keep up European forces fufficicnt for all 
kinds of fervice, in the conquered provinces, without promoting the 
free emigration of Britilh fubjeCts to India. 

On the principle of defence, therefore, it would be the higheft wif- 
dom in the Company to give every poffible encouragement to their 
fellow fubjeCts at all times to go and fettle under their protection in 
Bengal : as an extenfive population that is interefted in the defence of 
a country, muff naturally be its mod fafe and effectual fupport; as 
well againft foreign invaders, as fuch natives as may be inclined to re- 
volt. But we have feen the oppofite policy, with rclpeCt to thole coun- 
tries, uniformly purfued abroad ; while the prefent Directors, contrary 
to former practice, have adopted a fyflem of even difeouraging the 
emigration of free merchants and free mariners to India; which Ihould 
we attribute to ignorance, it would be fuppofing them unqualified for 
the direction; and if to defign, it might be confidcrcd as an indirect 
accufation of their wilfully favouring fuch monopolies and abufes as 
are ever the fruits of the worft kinds of goverment; nay it might even 
lead to the fuppofition, that fuch abufes could be made the means of 
ferving the purpofes of Directors as much at home, as they have been 
known to do thofe of their favourite fubftitutes abroad. 

The double governments for Indian affairs, fince the acquifition of 
the important territories which were fubdued by the fubjeCts and forces 
of the ftate, have been equal abfurdities on both fidcs of the globe. It 
is even difgraceful to the nation to hold them under fuch dimly dil- 
guifes as pretended grants of official contracts from merely nominal 
Princes, unknown to, and unacknowledged by every power in the 
wo*rld, except fuch as make or will; to make the fame temporary uks 
of them, as the Englilh Eaft India Company have done. r I here is fomc- 

* See Authentic Paters concerning India ArrAi*3, pages 291031, &. c. 
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thing cxceffively ridiculous in the very idea of verting a body of mere 
traders with unlimited fovereign-authority, and letting them between 
the real Sovereign and people of this kingdom, and two mock Sove- 
reigns and the whole people of the Bengal provinces, to play fecuyely 
their own game of advantage, to the prejudice of all the other parties, 
unlcfs their iiate pageants in India, who at leaft get princely incomes by 
ading farcical characters. 

No real lecurity, either to the Company or kingdom, can ever be 
derived from nominal Nabobs, or Moguls : for if their grants have not 
full force, but are difputable, they have had immenfe annual ftipends 
paid them to no kind of purpofe : and if the authority they have been 
made to affume be of real efficacy in India, or Europe, then muft fuch 
grants be not only refumable at pleafure, but even transferable at will, 
and of courfe at any time obtainable by the national rivals or enemies of 
Great Britain, for pretences to attack her in, or deprive her pf fuch pof- 
, l'effions ; whether as territories, farms, official contracts, or employ- 
ments. Such difguifes, therefore, are not more ineffectual than they 
arc dangerous i and could only have been contrived for temporary 
coverings to deceit and impofturc, though their tranfparcncy difeovera 
apprehenfions that difgrace the nation, and may furnilh pretences to 
others for queftioning that right which would otherwife be thought 
clear. 

■*' When the Portugueze acquired their firft territorial poffefiions on the 
coafts of India, their Kings ftiled themfelves, as they continue yet to 
do, Lords of the commerce and navigation of Ethiopia, Arabia, Perfia, 
and India : and we know of no nation’s ever difputing thole titles, or 
their right to any territories they had obtained. Innumerable are the 
inftanccs of pofieffions gained by conqueft, and likewife even by 
treachery, that were either never conteffcd by other nations, or elfe 
were refolutely maintained by power againft all opposition. We well! 
know how the Dutch and Spaniards got their poneflions in Alia and. 
America, and likewife how fpeedily they enjoyed them in peace, with 
an undilputed title of right. By whatever means the Eaft Indian 
provinces were obtained by the Company, they now are indifputably 
the Property of the State : and as there is no perfon in India who can 
claim them as his right, fo is there no power in Europe which has any 
right to difpute His Majefty’s title to them both by conqueft and peace- 
able pofleffion. The political eftablilhment in Bengal, in the year 1765, 
was therefore as unneceflary, as it has fince been experienced to prove 
pernicious; and certainly, if continued, it will be found ineffectual for 
the purpofes pretended ; and the affefted fears with regard to foreign 

powers. 
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powers, on the avowal of I r .ngli(h Sovereignty over the conquered pro- 
vinces, which were then lo induftrioufly iniul'cd into the minds ot Di- 
rectors, were evidently as groundlel's and idle as they moll probably 
were infinecre. 

With regard to any apprehenlions that might be entertained concern- 
ing the eflfed: likely to be produced by the Sovereign’s avowal of his 
right to thofc dominions, and taking the adminiftration of their Go- 
vernment under his immediate care, on conftitutional confiderations of 
endangering public liberty by fjch an addition to crown-influence ; the 
time reasoning will hold good again A. all future eftablilhments from new 
discoveries 5 and if it had been formerly admitted, this nation would not 
now have been in polfeflion of its North American and Weft Indian Co- 
lonies, with the immenfe advantages refulting from them. 

The Sovereign of Great Britain is now an Afiatic Potentate, more 
capable perhaps of annoying or protecting than any other Power of the 
Eaft j lo that His prefent objeds (hould be far fuperior to thofe of merely 
lupporting the monopoly of any particular community of traders, who 
perhaps are no longer necclTdry for ferving even the ends for which 
they were incorporated. The queition now is not limply, if an incor- 

f iorated exclulive Company can carry on the trade to and from the Eaft 
ndies to greater national advantage than the whole fubjeds of Great 
Britain at large ? but it comprehends another, which is, if one, two, or 
at moft three men (for it is well known there always is fuch a junto of 
leaders in the Committee of Correfpondence) from among twenty-four 
Directors annually chofen, who are moreover embarrafled with their 
own as well as the Company’s commercial affairs can, at the fame time, 
govern, or conduct the Sovereignty of large wealthy and populous king- 
doms, at fuch a diftance, to greater national fccurity and advantage 
than the King, Lords and Commons of Great Britain ? 

Without entering into a dilculfion of the firft queftion, upon which, 
after the numbcrlcfs trads that have been publilhed for an hundred and 
fifty years pall, nothing new can now be faid, we will however venture 
to aflert, that with refped to Bengal every argument in favour of that 
monopoly, which was formerly ufed with fome * appearance of reafon, 

while 

* The reafoning of Sir Joliah Child upon this fubjeft, to whole Opinion! on Trade Tome have 
juJUy given great weight, wai ai follows ; 

“ It has for many years been a moot cafe, whether any incorporating of merchant! be for 
“ public good or not. 

“ For my own part I am of opinion, 

I#. That for countries with which his Majefly has no alliance, nor can have any by reafon of 
“ their diftance, or barbarity, or non communication with the Princes ot Chnftcndom, & c. 

“ where 
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while the trade thither depended upon the country powers of Hindoftan, 
not only falls to the ground now that the Englilh are become Sovereigns, 
but militates with double force againft the continuance of fuch exclufivc 
trade to thofe fubje&ed countries, where perhaps it would not only be 
right to lay the trade open to all Britifh fubje&s, but likewife politic, 
under certain limitations, to encourage as much as poffible even the 
lhips of all other European nations to frequent thofe Indian ports. But 
whatever may be the fentiments of individuals on this point, with re- 
fpe£t to the fecond queftion, it will be generally granted, that a com- 
mercial country with a defpotic Sovereign who is the only merchant, as 
is, in fad, the prefent condition of Bengal, muft be in a fituation the 
reverie of profperity, that of lwift approach to ruin; and if it be ad- 
mitted, that all refources which this nation can hope to reap from thofe 
j'ubjcfted dominions, muft depend entirely on their profperity, it will 
then follow, that there is become an abfolute neceflity for the Britifh 
legillaturc to feparate the Merchant from the Sovereign, for the prefer- 
vation.of both. 


“ where there is a neceflity of maintaining forces and forts ( fuch as Eaft India and Guinea) 
“ Companies of Merchants arc abfolutely necc/Tary. 

“ 2d. It fee ms evident to me, that the greatelt part of thofe two trades ought, for public good, 
44 to be managed by joint (lock. 

44 3d. It is queftionoblc to me, whether any other Company of Merchants are for the public 
44 good, or hurt. 

44 qth. 1 conclude, however, that all reflri6tion> of trade arc nought ; and, confcquently, that no 
‘ 4 Company whatfoever, whether they trade in a joint Hock, or under regulation, can be for 
44 public good, except it may be eafy for all or any of his Majefly’s fubje^is to be admitted 
44 into all or any of the faid Companies, at any time, fora very inconfiderable fine; and that 
44 if the fine exceed 20 1. including all chargee of admiffion, it is too much/’ 

Discourse of Trade, Chap. III. 

Such was the reafoning of even Sir Jofiah Child, who having for fevcral years been Governor of 
the lull India Company, mull be fuppofed to have been as favourable to thecaufe of the monopoly 
as any prelent Leader of the Company naturally would be. But from Sir joflah's conduct in the 
management of the Company s ; IF.ms, there is farther reafon to conclude he was not the moll impartial 
of judges upon this point. In the year 1691, upon the death of Sir John Child (a relation of Sir 
Jonah's) a Mr. John Vaux fuocccdcd to the Government of Bombay. Mr. Vaux had been book- 
keeper in England to Sir Jofiah Child, and by the influence of his patron had been appointed judge 
in civil affairs ; when Sir Jofiah, after reminding him of favours, admonilhed him to praflife feverity 
towards all thofe who Jhould dare to queilion the Company’s pouer over Englifh fubjetts in India ; 
adding, that he expefted his orders Ihould be obferved and obeyed as laws, io which Mr. Vaux 
replying, that he, grateful for all pall favours, would flnvc to acquit himfelf with integrity and 
juflice, revolving the laws of his tommy fhould be tin; icgulators of hisconduft, Sir Jofiah angrily 
unfwercd him, 41 That he expected his orders ncic to be rules to him ; and not the laws of England, 

which were a heap of noulcijle, compiled by a few country gentlemen, who hardly knew how 
“ to laws for the good government of their own piivate families, much lefs for the regulating 
“ f 1 companies and foreign commerce.— “ I am the more particular” (continues our Author) 44 in 
44 thi-. art ount, bccaufe 1 faw and copied both thofe letters m a, mo 1606, when Mr. Vaux and 1 were 
44 pi i toners at Su1.1t. on account of Captain Lvory’s robbing the Mogul's great fhip called The 
44 Jwtty,* tie Alexander IIamil roN’r /iccount of the E ast Indies, vol. I. page 232, &c. 
punted in 1727. 

Whcn- 
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Whenever juftice and perfonal feenrity are made effectual, by an 
equitable adminiftration of Government throughout the Bengal provinces, 
the imqnenfe capitals of many of die Indians, which are now locked up, 
will be all immediately and openly employed in commerce, to the great 
benefit of thofe countries, and, eventually, of this kingdom. There 
would be foon no want of money to anfwer all the honeft purpoles of 
the hufbandman, the manufacturer, ' the dealer, or the merchant ; lb 
that inftead of having the wonderful powers of thole countries cramped., 
and rendered ufelefs, and in danger of being ruined or loft, as mutt 
otherwife foon be the cafe, an ample field would be opened for the moft- 
ftreiiuous exertions of all.human .abilities, which would foon put thole 
provinces on the moft flourilhihg footing, to the great advantage of the« 
Britilh State.- 

Such laws as are requifite for thofe falutary purpofes, a mere mono- 
polizing Company can never, have power to make, nor perhaps ever 
will have the vigour or inclination effectually to execute. 

Whatever lures the Directors may now hold out to the nation, in 
applications for a new charter of Juftice, and other pretended falutary 
regulations, by which they would appear to atone for paft mifconduCt, 
it may be proper to recolleCt, what the cffeCls proved of their obtain- 
ing the laft charter of juftice; as we may from thence conclude, with 
refpeCt to another, that under the pretence of remedying one defect, 
a tnoufand new evils will be introduced. Even the chief lervants of 
the Company abroad, while things are fuffered to remain on their pre- 
ient footing, will be continually infufing into the minds of temporary 
Directors at home opinions that are erroneous, on the view of favour- 
ing fuch fchemes as they will be continually Contriving for the ferving 
of themfelves. We do not mean here to condemn promifeuoufty all 
the fervants of the Company abroad, among whom there are fome 
Gentlemen, of the greateft honour and integrity; but that does not in- 
validate our general conjecture, which is juftified by the experience of 
what has paft of late years. Nothing therefore but the eftablifhtncnt, 
by Parliament, of the ftrongeft conftitutional checks on the executive 
power in Bengal, can ever fccure to the natives, or to thole who Icttlc 
there under Britilh protection, an equitable and honourable Adminil- 
tration of Government. 

It is a faCt well known abroad, that the late miniltcr of France, the 
Duke»de Choifeul, gave up as totally overlet, all his (chemes regarding 
the Eaft Indies, upon his firft hearing a report, current in the year 
1768, that the Crown of Great Britain was going to take into its baud'- 
the government of the territorial poffeflions held by the Englifh hull 

India 
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India Company. It was the only thing the French then dreaded ; it is 
the thing which they now moll wilh to lee delayed, till they hare an op- 
portunity of ftriking a coup d'iclat in thofe regions ; and it is the only 
ineafure which can fecure the happineft of the many millions of his 
Majefty’s Afiatic fubjetts j the ample refources which might, by proper 
management, be drawn from thence, in an. uninterrupted channel, for 
ages to this nation, or even the pofleflion of the very territories them- 
felves, or of any advantage whatfoever from thofe poflelfions. 

Whatever may be determined by the wifdom of the Britilh legiflature, 
the following powers, as exercifed by the Company in Bengal, it is 
humbly conceived, mull be taken from them,. to prevent their deftroying 
thcmfelves. 

Firjl. The power of obftrufting, perverting, influencing, or inter- 
fering with the due courfe of jufticc. 

Second. The afliimed power, in all cafes, of feizing their fellow-fub- 
jefls, and of imprifoning, and tranlporting them to Europe 
without trial, or any form of legal procefs. 

Third. All powers of oppreflion through the pretended country-Na- 
b6bs ; and under their cloke of obftru&ing, fettering and 
monopolizing the inland trade in Bengal ; which is no way 
requifite for the carrying on of their exclulive trade to and 
from India, in an equitable and beneficial manner, but on the 
contrary, is totally repugnant thereto. 

Fourth. The power of preventing any Britilh fubjeft whomfoever 
from going to refide or eftablilh nimfelf in India, who is de- 
firous thereof, and willing to fubmit to the laws of the com- 
munity. 

To effeft, in part, the ' firlfc and third of thefe lalutary reftri&ions, 
without which the inhabitants can never be fecure either in perfon or 
property, the following arc fubmitted to the confideration of the public, 
as nints of what will be neceflary; 

ift. To render the Mayor’s Court of Calcutta totally independent of 
the Governor and Council. 

2d. A Court of Appeals to be cftablilhed, independent either of the 
Governor and Council, or any other power in India. 

3d. A certain number of the members of the Court of Appeals, of the 
Mayor’s Court, and of the Company’s Council, to be conflituted 
Juftices of the Peace and Joint Commiflioners of Oyer and'Tcr* 
miner and General Gaol Delivery. 

4th. Not to coniine thejurifdi&ion of his Majefty’s Courts, as at pre- 
fent, within the Marahtah Ditch which furrounds Calcutta, but 
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to extend it at Jeaft to all the Company’s principal fadories at 
Burdwan, Midnipore, Chittigong, Dacca, ratna, Coffimbaz.ii, 
&c. where the natives fliould have the lame facility of obtaining 
juftice againft European opprefl'ors or their agents, as in the 
capital fettlemcnt of Calcutta. 

Notwithftanding what intcrelled perfons may alledge, in order to 
bafHc this laft moft neceflary regulation, that it would introduce confu- 
lion, and be impradicable, from the religious tenets and culloms of the 
natives, we aflert that there would be no confufion or inconvenience 
whatever from it, provided fome very (imple regulations were made, 
fuch as neither Eall India Directors, not the Legiflators of this Kingdom 
can want information of, whenever they are lerioufly inclined to ellabliih 
a right fyftem of juftice for the government of Bengal. 

The inhabitants, who, as wc have obferved, are groaning under the 
moft unbounded defpotifm, would receive any fuch regulations with the 
utmoft joy : and it may rationally be hoped, that thole we have already 
hinted at would at lcaft put a ftop to the moft hurtful enormities, till 
the Britilh government could be enabled to judge of their efficacy, or 
have time to form a fyftem, fuitable to their own wifdom, that might 

£ rove as lading and effectual as could rationally be expeded from any 
uman inftitution. 

The fecond power we have mentioned, as affumed by the Company, 
would naturally be aboliihed by the regulations already recommended. 
But in order to prevent this fpccies of kidnapping in India, which has 
been hitherto pradifed by the Company, under the pretended landion 
of the legiflature, fomething more is ncceffary. 

By an ad of the 31ft of Charles the Second, entitled, “ An aft for 
** the tetter Jecuring the liberty of the fubjeSl, and for prevention of impri- 
“ Jonments beyond the feas ,” it was enaded, that “ if any inhabitant of 
England (hould be feized, imprifoned, tranfported, or lent a prifoner 
into any places beyond the feas, contrary to that ad, every fuch impri- 
fonment mould be adjudged illegal, and the party aggrieved might there- 
upon maintain an adion, or adions of falle imprilonment, againft the 
perfon or perfons whofo imprifoned him, or againft any perfon or peilons 
that (hould frame, contrive, write, feal, or counter-fign any warrant or 
writing for fuch commitment, detainer, imprifonment, or tranfporta- 
tion ; or (hould be advifing, aiding, or affiiling in the fame, or any of 
them*; and the plaintiff, in every (uch adion, lhould have judgment to 
recover his treble cofts , befides damages ; which damages fo to be given, 
it is enaded, (hall not be lefs than Jive hundred pounds . In which adion, 
ao delay, ftay, or ftop of proceeding, by rule, order, or command, 
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nor no injunction, protection, or privilege vvhatfoever, nor any more 
than one imparlance /hall be allowed, excepting luch rule of the court 
wherein the action lliall depend, made in open court, aslhall be thought 
in jullice neceflary, for fpecial caufe to be expreffed in the faid rule. 
And the perjon or per Jons ivho jhall knowingly frame , contrive, write, 
J'eal or tounterfign any warrant for luch commitment, detainer or tranf- 
portation, or (hall fo commit, detain, imprifon, or tranfport any perfon 
or perfons contrary to this aCt, or be any ways advifing, aiding or ajjijiing 
therein, being lawfully convicted thereof, Jhall be difabled from thence- 
forth to bear any office of trujl or profit within the faid realm off England, 
or any of the dominions thereunto belonging. And Jhall incur and J'ufiain 
the pains, penalties and f orfeitures limited, ordained and provided in and by 
the Jlatute of proviffon and preemunire, made in the fixteenth year of King 
Richard the Second, and be incapable of any pardon from the King , his 
heirs or fucceff'ors, of the faid forfeitures, Ioffes, or difabilities, or any of 
them.” And it is well known, that the 43d article of Magna, 
Charta runs thus. “ No freeman (hall be taken, nor imprifoned, 
nor dilfeized, nor outlawed, nor exiled, nor deftroyed in any manner; 
nor will we pafs upon him, nor condemn him, but by lawful judgment 
of his peers, or by the law of the land." 

While fuch, therefore, continues to be the avowed praCticc. of the Ealt 
India Company, in oppofition to the letter and fpirit of the fundamental 
laws of this country, it would appear that Britons who go out to India 
in their fervice, and who Ihould rather on that account be entitled to 
every indulgence, on the contrary are made to forfeit the privileges of 
their birthright by fuch emigration. The Ioffes and hardlhips fuffered 
by a fubjeCt ieized in India and brought away by force, and the bad con- 
lequcnccs thereof to the community, from what we have already Ihewn, 
mull be allowed to be an hundred-fold greater than thofe fuilained by a 
perfon’s being kidnapped in England. We have alfo in another place 
ihewn, that the ufe of this power is even contrary to the true interefts 
of the Company, as the free exercife of the Britilh laws in India mult 
be the bell check, and perhaps is the only controling power which they 
want, or can have over their own fuperior fervants. There is therefore,, 
for the fake of public credit and fecurity, not only a neceffity for for- 
mally declaring all fuch leisures and tranfportations illegal, but for 
ellablilhing fuch legal penalties and forfeitures, upon the plan of the aCt 
already quoted, as lhall effectually prevent fuch oppreflions in fuiure : 
and it is prefumed the Britilh legiilature, after being acquainted with the 
enormities praCtifed in Bengal, as fet Forth in thefc pages, will be willing 
to withdraw their pretended fanCtion from fuch practice, and to declare 

their. 
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their disapprobation of the Company’s feizing, imprifbning, tranfporting 
and ruining their fellow-fubjedfs, unaccufed and unheard. ‘ . 

The fourth power poffcflcd by the Company, which is that of pre- 
venting Britifli fubjedts from going out and ertablirtiing themfclvcs in 
India, is alfo alike utinecdfary, and repugnant to the real intcrcfls of the 
fubjeded countries and this kingdom. Inftead of preventing or dis- 
couraging Europeans, on the countrary, every encouragement fhould 
be given to them to go out and eflablifh themfclvcs in India, as well for 
their being the mod natural fccurity of the conquered countries, as for 
the inftrudtion of the natives in the European arts, in the cultivation and 
manufacturing of all the articles produced in thofc countries, in almolt 
every one of which there is room for great improvements by fuch means.- 
The Company fhould, therefore, either be deprived of this power totally, 
or at leaft be obliged, without the power of a negative, to permit every 
perfon’s^oing out who fliall apply for leave, under certain equitable re- 
gulations, which might be eafily eftablifhed, and rendered effectual for 
preventing an improper emigration. 

From what we have very lately feen, even fince the publication of 
the firft edition of this work, we will not hefitate to affert, that if any 
fyftcm be adopted by Parliament merely upon the plans of bills drawn 
up by the Directors of the Eafl India Company, fuch fyflem will be 
found ineffectual for every falutary purpofe. Their bills will be always 
artfully calculated to confirm that dangerous dcfpotilm which they have 
ever in view, under which the dominions in Bengal can never profper. 
It will, therefore, be highly nccelfary to have the itridtefi: regard to 
every word of fuch regulations as may be propofed to Parliament on the 
part of the Company, before they are luffercd to pafs into a law. 

The foregoing are only confederations and hints, which the writer of 
thefe fheets, as a fincerc wcll-wifher to this Kingdom, hath prefumed 
refpc&fully to l’ubmit to the public, to be improved on by thofe who may 
know better than himfelf what is fitting to be done. It is now the turn 
of Great Britain to avail herfelf of thofe advantages which a ferics of 
jprtunatc circumftances have thrown in her way. She has as yet in her 
poffeffion the prime part of Hindoftan, which, with proper manage- 
ment, might be rendered the rlcheft jewel in the Britifh Crown, by 
being made an inexhauftible fource of extenfive commerce, maritime 
power and national wealth. She has in full view before her, the rocks 
on which her predeceffors have fplit in India, the imminent dangers to 
which fhc is at prefent expofed, and perhaps fhe has no time to lofe in 
preparing to cfcapc them. 

3 II 
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ft does not require the gift of prophecy to foretell, if the affairs of 
the Company in India, but particularly in Bengal, continue to be ad- 
miniflercd for a few years longer in the manner they have been for fome 
years part-, and the making of laws and bye-laws for the government of 
tbofe dominions be in any degree left to the Directors and fervants of the 
Company, that thofe countries will be irretrievably ruined, and the cx- 
afperated natives muft feek their own relief, or revenge, by infurrcc- 
tions and maffacres. If therefore the Legillaturc Ihould longer with- 
hold their effectual protection and paternal care from the opprefled 
Afiatics, they will hazard all the refources which Bengal at prefent may 
be faid to offer to this Kingdom: and if the Proprietors of Eaft India 
Stock (hould refufe their effectual and hearty concurrence in every falu- 
tary meafure for the relief of the native inhabitants, they will juftly dc- 
ferve to fuffer the lofs of fuch of their property as depends on the trade 
and poffeflion of the Bengal Provinces. 

Were there even a pombility of the Interefts of the India Company 
and the Happinefs and Profperity of the Natives of thofe countries which 
are under their dominion being repugnant to each other, the advantages 
derived from the connection would be of very fhort duration. Huma- 
nity muft revolt at the thought : The Honour of this Country never can 
confent, for the paltry conudcration of a (hort-livcd pecuniary emolu- 
ment, to effeCt the devaftation of fuch rich and fertile countries, and 
the extirpation or ruin of fo many millions of civilized, inoffenfive and 
induftrious inhabitants ; or to facrifice thofe folid and permanent advan- 
tages which might be derived to this country from a proper Syftem of 

Government. Thus much is due from the Writer to thofe Diftrefled 

People, to whofe unreftrained induftry he chiefly owed that Fortune, of 
which he has been deprived by the Oppreflion of the Eaft India Com- 
pany. 
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N° I. 

C OPY of a Treaty between Colonel Robert Clive, on the part of the 
Englifli Eaft India Company, and Serajah al Dowlah, Nabob of 
Bengal, in February 1757. 

Signed MUNSUR AL MULUK SERAJAH AL DOWLAH 
SHAH KULY KIIAWN BAHADER HYBUT JUNG, 
Servant of King ALLUM GUEER the Invincible. 

LIST OF DEMANDS. 

1. That the Company be not molefted upon account of fuch Privileges- 
as have been granted them by the King’s firmaun and hutbulhookums, 
and the firmaun and hufbulhookums remain in full force. That the vil- 
lages * which were given to the Company by the firmaun, but detained 
from them by the Subahdars, be likewife allowed them ; nor let any im- 
pediment or reftridtion be put upon the Zemindars. 

Agreed to according to the tenor of the firmaun. 

2. That all goods belonging to the Englifh Company, and having their 
duftuck, do pal's freely by land or water in Bengal, Bahar, and Orifi'a, 
without paying any duties or fees of any kind wnatfoever ; and that the 
Zemindars, Chokeydars, Guzcrbauns, &c. offer them no kind of mo- 
leftation upon this account: 

It is agreed to. 

3. That reftitution be made the Company of their factories and fcttle- 
megts at Calcutta, Coflimbazar, Dacca, dec. which have been taken 
from them. That all money and effedts taken from the Englilli Com- 

• Thi« means thirty-feven villages contiguous to Calcutta, which the Company applied to 
the Emperor Furrakhfecr, in 171 6, fox Liberty to f>urch,ife from the Zemindars. They were 
not given to the Englifh by that Emperor, but it was only allowed them to purchnfe the fame : 
however the Zemindars in Jafficr Kn awn's time would not part with them, and they were at 
laft mofUy wreflcd from them by fraud and violence. 
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pany, their fa&ors and dependents, at their feveral fettlements and au- 
rungs, be rcftored in the fame condition. That an equivalent in money 
be given for l'tich goods as are damaged, plundered, or loft, which Ihall 
be left to the Nabob’s juftice to determine. 

Whatever has been feized by the government (hall be refored, 

4. That the Company be allowed to fortify Calcutta in fuch a manner 
as they fhall cftcem proper for their defence, without any hindrance or 
obftruttion. 

It is agreed to, 

5. That ficcas be coined at Allenagore (Calcutta) in the fame manner 
as at Murfliedabad, and that the money ftruck in Oalcutta be of equal 
weight and finenefs with that of Murlhedabad. There be no demand 
made for a deduftion of batta: 

It is agreed , that bullion imported by the Company be coined into Jiccas. 

6 . That thefe propofals be ratified in the ftrongeft manner in the pre- 
fence of God and his Prophet, and ligned and fealed to by the Nabob and 
iome of his principal people. 

In the prefence oj God and his Prophet , thefe articles are fgned and 

fealed, 

7. And Admiral Charles Watfon and Colonel Clive promife in behalf of 
the Englifh nation, and of the Englilh Company, that from henceforth all 
hoftilitics fliall ceafe in Bengal, and the Englilh will always remain in 
peace and friendfhip with the Nabob, as long as thefe articles arc kept in 
force, and remain unviolated. 

Ot% condition that an agreement under the Company's feal, and figned 
by the Company’s Council, and fworn to according to their religion, 
be J'ent me j / agree to the articles which I have count erf gned. 

' Signed AEZ AL MULUK MO RAD AL DOWLAII 
NOWAR IS H ALLY KIIAWN BAIIADER 
ZAOOER JUNG, a Servant of King ALLUM 
GUEER the Invincible. 

MEER JAFFIER KHAWN BAIIADER, a Servant 
of King ALLUM GUEER the Invincible. 
RAJAH DOOLUBRAM BAHADER, a Servant 
of King ALLUM GUEER the Invincible. 

Witnefs, Mohindar Narrain, Canongo. 

Witnefs, Lucki Narrain, Canongo . 

Agreeement 
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Agreement of the Company, figned by the Governor and Committee, 
the pth February 1757. 

We the Eaft India Company, in the prefence of his Excellency the Nabob 
Munlur al Muluk Serajah al Dowlah Shah Kuly Khawn Bahader Hybut 
Jung, Nazim of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifl'a, by the hands and fenl of the 
Council, and by firm agreement and folemn atteftation, do declare, That 
the bufinefs of the Company’s factories within the jurildiftion ol the Na- 
bob lhall go on in its former courfe: that we will never opprefs or do 
violence to any perfons without caufe : that we will never offer proteftion 
to any perfons having accounts with the government, any of the King’s 
Talookdars or Zemindars, nor murderers, nor robbers : that we will never 
aft contrary to the tenor of the articles agreed to by the Nabob : that we 
will carry on our bufinefs as formerly ; and will never, in any refpeft, de- 
viate from this agreement. 

Agreement of Colonel Clive with the Nabob, the 7th February 1757. 

I Colonel Clive, Sabut Jung Bahader, Commander of the Englilh land 
forces in Bengal, do folemnly declare, in the prefence of God and our 
Saviour, that there is peace between the Nabob Serajah al Dowlah and 
the Englifli : they, the Englilh, will inviolably adhere to the articles of 
the treaty made with the Nabob j that, as long as he lhall obferve his 
agreement, the Englilh will always look upon his enemies as their ene- 
mies; and, whenever called upon, will grant him all the affiftance in 
their power. 


N» II. 

Copies of perwanahs from Serajah al Dowlah, Nabob of Bengal, granted 
to the Eaft India Company, for erefting a mint at Calcutta, and for 
the currency of their bufinefs ; with a copy of the Nabob’s duftuck, 
dated in March 1757. 

Perwanah for duftucks from Serajah al Dowlah, dated 9th of tho 
. Moon Rajcb. 

The Englilh Company’s goods have been carried backward and for- 
ward by land and water, always through the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 

A 2 and 



4 APPENDIX. 

and Oriffa, by the duftuck and Teal of the Paid Company, by virtue of the 
King’s firmaun, which is alfo now confirmed by me. Take care, on no 
pretence to interrupt their carrying their goods backwards and forwards 
through all the chokeys whatsoever, and not to demand any ghatbarry, 
mangon, &c. according to the King’s firmaun. Let them pafe and re- 
pafs without receiving a fingle cowrie from any of their people; and in- 
terfere not with the Englifi Company's gmajiahs on any account , but rather 
take care, that through all your diftri&s their bufincfs be not obftruded 
in any way. 

Fifteen perwanahs of the fame tenor and date were granted under the 
feal of the Nabob Serajah al Dowlah to the Rajahs and Zemindars. 

Perwanah under the feal of Nabob Munfur al Muluk Serajah al Dowlah 
Bahader Hybutjung, dated pthof Rajeb (31ft March 1757) in the 
3d year of the glorious reign Mohunlol. 

All goods belonging to the Englifii Company, which by virtue of the 
royal mandate ufed to pafs and repafs with the faid Company’s duftucks 
by land or water, through the province of Bengal, Bahar, and OrilTa, 
I have at this time granted a free currency to, in the fame manner, and 
with the fame privileges as formerly : it is neceffary that your Excellency 
write to the Officers at Dacca, Chittigong, jugdea, Akbarnagur, Silhett, 
Kangamatty, Chilmary, and Mahmudabad Pufnea, that they fuft'er the 
lame goods to pafs up and down the rivers without any moleftation or 
impofition of ghatbarry (a tax laid upon boats) or any other articles for- 
bidden by the royal court ; nor exadt the fmalkft fum from them, nor 
any ways opprefs the Company’s gomaftahs or dependents. Let them be 
pundual in this duftuck. 

Under the feal of the Nabob Serajah al Dowlah, See. dated (about 
the 9th March 1757) 17th Jemmade Sauni, the third year of the 
King’s glorious reign. 

To all Fowzdars, Zemindars, Chokeydars, and overfeers of the way 
of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa. 

All goods belonging to the Englilh Company, which by virtue of the 
royal mandate fifed to pafs and repafs through the foregoing provinces, by 
land and water, with the Company's duftiicks, I have at this time granted 
a free cuirency to, in the fame manner as formerly, and with ' the con- 
firmation of their former privileges. Let all goods, having the -Englilh 
7 Company's 
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Companny’s duftuck, pafs as before, up and down the river, without any 
moleftation or impofition of ghatbarry, or any other articles forbidden by 
the royal court 5 -nor exadt the final left fum from them, nor opprefs the 
Company’s dependents. In this be pundtual, and adt conformably to 
Urn writing, 

' Perwanah of the Nabob ScrajaH al Dowlah to the Honourable Com- 
pany, for eredting a mint in Calcutta. 

From the date of the firft of the moon Shabao, the fourth fun ficcas are 
begun to be ftampt, and through all the mint-houfes the new ficcas of the 
fourth fun are coined. Take care and eredtamintin Calcutta (called . 
Allenagore) and ftamp gold and filvcr rupees out of the bullion and gold 
imported by your nation, of the weight of rupees of gold and filver coined 
at Murfticdab&j, under the name of Allenagore (Calcutta) fhall you coin 
your money, it ihall pafs for Und revenues, & c. and no body will alk or 
fet any battaiuponthem; only take care not to coin the gold and filver of : 
other nations. 



No III. 

Copy Of a Treaty* between Colonel Robert Clive, on the Part of the- 
Engliih Eaft India Company, and Mecr Jaffier Ally Khawn, upon 
the Colonel’s placing that officer in the Nabobffiip of Bengal in 
June 1757. 

I fwear by God and the Prophet of God, to abide by. the terms of thia 
treaty whilft I have life*; 

Signed MEER MAHOMED JAFFIER KHAWN BAHADER, 
Servant to King ALLUM GUEER. 

1. Whatever articles were agreed upon in the time of peace with the 
Nabob Serajah al Dowlah Munfur«al Muluk Shall Kuly Khawn Bahader 
Hybut Jung, I agree to oomply with. 

,2. The enemies of the Engiilh arc my enemies, whether they be In- 
dians or Europeans; 


ITWk.wotdi acre yrotein hteowo hand; 


y AU : 
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3. All the effedts and fadtorics belonging to the French in the pro- 
vince of Bengal (the Paradife of nations) and Bahar, and OrilTa, Ihall re- 
main in the poflcllion of the Englifli, nor will I ever allow them any more 
to fettle in the Three Provinces. 

4. In eonfideration of the lodes which the Englifli Company have 
fuftained by the capture and plunder of Calcutta by the Nabob, and the 
charges occafioned by the maintenance of the forces, I will give them 
one crore of rupees. 

5. For the effedts plundered from the Englilh inhabitants at Calcutta, 
I agree to give fifty lacks of rupees. 

d. For the effedts plundered from the Gentoos, MulTulmcn, and other 
fubjedtsof Calcutta, twenty lacks of rupees (hall be given. 

7. For the effedts plundered from the Armenian inhabitants of Cal- 
cutta, I will give the fum of feven lacks of rupees. The difixibution of 
the linns allotted the natives, the Englilh inhabitants, Gentoos, and Muf- 
fulmcn, Ihall be left to the Admiral and Colonel Clive (Sabut Jung Ba- 
Jiader) and the reft of the Council, to be difpofed of by them to whom they 
think proper. 

8. Within the ditch which furrounds the borders of Caclutta are tradts 
of land belonging to feveral Zemindars ; befides this, I will grant the Eng- 
lilh Company fix hundred yards without the ditch. 

p. All the land lying fouth of Calcutta, as far as Culpec, fhall be under 
the Zcmindary of the Englifli Company, and all the officers of thofc parts 
ihall be under their jurifdidtion. The revenues to be paid by them (the 
Company) in the fame manner with other Zemindars. 

jo. Whenever I demand the Englifli afliftance, I will be at the charge 
of the maintenance of them. 

1 1. I will not eredt any new fortifications below Hoogly, near the river 
Ganges. 

12. As foon as I am eflabliflied in the government of the Three Pro- 
vinces, the aforefaid fums Ihall be faithfully paid. Dated 15th Ramzan, 
in. the 4th year of the reign. 

Additional Article: 

13. On condition that Meer Jaffier Khawn Bahader Ihall folemnly ra- 
tify, confirm by oath, and execute all the above articles, which the un- 
der-wiitten on behalf of the Honourable Ealt India Company do, declar- 
ing on the holy Gofpels, and before God, that we will aflift Meer Jaffier 
Khawn Bahader with all our force, to obtain the fubahflfip of the pro- 
vinces of Bengal, Bahar, and OrilTa j and further that we will alfift him 

to 
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to the utmoft agalnft all his enemies whatever, as Toon as he calls upon 
ns for that end j provided that he, on his coming to be Nabob, /hall fulfil 
the aforefaid articles. 


No IV. 

Copy of the General Sunnud from the Nabob Meer Jaflier Ally Klmvn, 
for the currency of the Company’s bufinefs, and relative to the mint, 
dated 15th July 1777. 

To all Mutfeddces, prefent or future, all Naibs, Fowzdars, Zemindars, 
Chowdrys, Canongos, &c. Servants of the government in the provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifia. 

Know, that by the royal firmaun and hufbulhookums the Englifh Com- 
pany are pardoned (Maaf exempt) from all duties; therefore I write, 

That whatever goods the Company’s gomaftahs may bring or carry to 
or from their factories, the au rungs,, or other places, by land or by water, 
with a duftuck from any of the chiefs of their factories, you (hall neither 
afk nor receive any fum, however trifling, for the fame. Know, they 
have full power to buy and fell ; you are by no means to oppofe it ; you 
are not to require front the Company’s gomaftahs, the mongons, or any 
other of the Zemindar’s impofitions. 

The Company's gomaftahs fhall buy and fell the Company’s goods 
’without the intervention of dallals , unlefs the gomaftahs are fatisfied to 
employ them ; you are to aftift them on all occafions wherever they buy 
or fell. Whoever adts contrary to thefe orders, the Englifh lave full 
power to punijh them. If any of the Company’s goods arc ftolen you are 
to recover the very effedts ftolen, or make good their amount. Any 
merchants or others, on whom the Company have any lawful demands, 
ypu are to fee that the fame be paid to their gomaftahs. Take care that 
no.one wrong or opprefs the Company’s gomaftahs. You are not to re- 
quire or flop their boats on pretence of the ghatbarry or other duties on 
boats, whether they be the Company’s own boats, or boats hired by their 
gomaftahs ; you are to give credit to the copies of all the funnuds to the 
Company under the Kazy’s feal, without requi.ing the original. Any of 
tlic Company’s debtors running from them, you are not to give them 
protedtlon or plead for them, but are to deliver them up to the Com- 
pany’s 


2 
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pany’e gomaftahs. The Fowzdary-charges, &c. impofitions of the Fowz* 
dars, which are forbid by the King, you fliall not demand of the Eng- 
Jifh, their gomaftahs, or inhabitants. Whenever the Englifh Company 
delire to fettle a new fadtory, befides thofe they are already pollefled of 
in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, you are to give them forty 
/x'gat of the King’s land. If any of the Englifh fhips are driven by bad 
weather or wrecked in any of the ports or other places, you arc to afiift 
them all in your power, and fee that the goods are reftored to the Com- 
pany ; and you are not to require the Choutarry, &c. which the King 
has forbid. 

A mint is eftablifhed at Calcutta; coin ficcas and gold mohursof equal 
weight and finencls with the ficcas and gold moburs of Murfhedabad, 
They fliall pafs in the King’s treafury. 

All that 1 have wrote mud be done ; do as I have wrote, nor alk a new 
funnud every year. The 27th of the Moon Showall, and 4th of the 
:King’s reign, being the 15th of the month of July 1757. 


N° V. 

Copy of a Pertvanah from the Nabob Mecr JafHer Ally Khawn, for the 
currency of gold and filver coined in the Company’s mint at Calcutta, 
dated the 28th July 1757. 


To the High and Mighty, the bold and valiant Commanders, the 
greateft of Merchants, the Englifh Company, on whom may the 
King’s favour reft for ever. 

A mint has been eftabliftied at Calcutta ; continue coining gold and 
filver into ficcas and mohurs of the fame weight and ftandard with thofe 
of Murfhedabad ; the impreftion to be Calcutta ; they /hall pafs current in 
the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, and be received into the trea- 
fury ; there fliall be no obftruflion or difficulty for Cafjbre — Under the foal 
of Fidvee Allum Gueer Badfha Gazce, Sujah al Muluk Hoftam 6 Dowla, 
Meer Mahomed JafHer Khawn Bahader Mahabut June, nth Zilcade, 4th 
of the King’s reign. 


N« VI. 
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N* VI. 

Copy of a pcrwanah from the Nabob Mecr JafTier Ally Khawn, dated 
the 2otli December 1 757, relative to the Zetnindary of the lands 
loutli of Calcutta, granted to the Company by the t.eaty with the 
i'aid Nabob. 

re rwan ah for the granted lands. 

Seal of the Nabob Jalficr Ally Khawn. 

nyo. Al.T.UM GUEER, F.mpcror, fighting for the Faith, hi* de- 
voted MEKR MAHOMED jAfFIER AU.V KHAWN 
BAHADKR SHU|\H AL MULUCK HOSSAM O 
DO WE All MAH ABUT JUNG. 

Anno 4. 

Yc Zemindars, Cbowdrys, Ta look da rs, Muckainhims, Recayahs, Mor- 
fawreans, Mootawcttawahs, of the Chucklalis of Hoogly, and others (itu- 
■ated in Bengal, the terreflrial Paradile.— Know, that the Zemiiulary, 
Chowdrawy, and Talookdarry ot the countries in the fubjoined lid, hath 
been given by treaty to the mold illuftrious and mod magnificent the 
Englilh Company, the glory and ornament of trade. The laid Com- 
pany will be careful to govern according to eflablithcd cuflom and 
ufage, without any gradual deviation, and watch for the profperity of 
the people. Your duty is, to give no caule of complaint to the Re- 
cayahs of the Company, who on their part are to govern with fuch 
kindnefs, that lmibandry may receive a daily incrcafe, that all diforders 
may be fupprcfl’ed, drunkennefs and other illicit prafliccs prevented, 
and the imperial tributes be lent in due time. Such part of the allow - 
laid country as may be tituated to the weft of Calcutta, on the other 
tide of the Ganges, does not belong to the company. Know thin, yc 
Zemindars, &c. that ye arc dependents of the Company , and that ye 
mutt l'ubmit to fuch treatment as they give you, whether good or had; 
and this is my exprefs injunction. 

• Twenty-four Mahals. 


The Pergunnah of - - - - - Magurali. 

Ditto KhafTpoor. 

Ditto - -- -- -- - Mcdonmul. 

Ditto Ektiajpoor, 

B The 
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The Pergunnah of Burridgehatty. 


Ditto Azimabad. 

Ditto - - - - - - - - Muragaflh. 

Ditto - ------- Pcechacooly. 

Part of the Pergunnah of - - - Shahpoor. 

Shah Nagur. 

Part of the Pergunnah of - - - Gluir. 

The Pergunnah of - Kary Jurey. 

Ditto ------ - Duccan Sagor. 

Part of the Pergunnah of - - - - Calcutta. 

Part of the Pergunnah of - - - - Paikan. 

Part of the Pergunnah of - - - Munpoor. 

Part of the Pergunnah of - - Amecrabad. 

Part of the Pergunnah of — - Mahomed Ameerpoor. 
Saltpans, or ------ Mellung Mahal. 

The Pergunnah of Uattiagur. 

Ditto ------- Meida, 

Part of the Pergunnah of - - Akbarpoor. 

Pait of tlu: J'crgunnah of - - - Bcllia. 

Pait of the Pergunnah of - - - Bullindarry. 

Dated the * 5th of Rabbi aj Sauni, anno quarto. 


(In the Nabob’s own hand, ferving by way of ligu manual.) Tt is 
written Finis. 

(In Malm Rajah Doolubram’s own hand, as Naib) Seen. 

(In Rajah Raage Bullub’s own hand, as Iluflbor Ncvife) the 5th of 
Rabbi al Sauni, anno quarto. Regiftcrcd in the imperial regilicr. 

(In Rajah Cunjoo Btharree’s own hand, as Dewan of Bengal, the 5th 
of Rabbi al Sauni, anno quarto. Regiftered in thcDewannee regilkr. 


No VII. 

Copy of the Mutcbuleali, or obligatory bond, given by the Company 
upon then - being appointed Zemindars of the lamU.louth of Cal- 
cutta, dated 

t 

V e the Knglilh Company do declare, That whereas the office of the 
Zemindar) of the Ki limit Pergunnah of Calcutta, &c. of the Sircar Saut- 
gaum, &c. belonging to the Paradiic of Nations, the Subah of Bengali, 

* About the 2Qth Dec. 1757, 

3 


in 
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in confideration of the fum of twenty thoulatid one hundred and one 
rupees (20. 101) pelheulh, &c. to the Imperial Sircar, fu>m the month 
Pools (anno 1164) in the year eleven hundred and iNtv-lbur of the 
Bengal sera, has been conferred on us, to the end that \vc attend to 
the rules and cuftoms thereof as is fitting, nor in the leaf! circui nUance 
ncgle<ft or withhold the vigilance and care due thneto; that we deliver 
into the treafury in the proper times the due rents of the Si 1 car ; that 
we behave in iuch manner to the inhabitants and lower loir <>f p-opI<g 
that hy our good management the laid IVrgunnahs may flourifh and n- 
( reale; that we fuller no robbers nor houlebreakcrs to remain within 
our diftri&s, and take fuel 1 care of the king’s highways, that tin* tra- 
vellers and paflengers may pals and repafs without fear or molellat’n.n ; 
that (which God forbid) if the effeds of any perlon be pluiuleicd or 
ilolen, we difeover and produce the robbers or thieves, together with 
the goods, and deliver the goods to the owners, and the ci iminals to 
condign punilhment, or clfe that we ourlelves be rclponiildc for the 
laid goods. — That we take cfpecial care, that no one he guilty of any 
crime or drunkennefs within the limits of our zemindary : that after 
the expiration of the year we take a dilchargc according toeullom, and 
that wo deliver the accounts of our zemiudary agreeable to the Bated 
forms every year, into the Dufter Khana of the Sircar; and that we 
refrain from demanding the articles forbidden by the Imperial Court, 
the alylum of the world. 

For this realbn we have given this writing as a mutchulcah and 
agreement, that upon any occalion reeourlc may be had thereto* 


No VIII* 


Copy of a treaty between Mecr Mahomed Coflim Ally Khawn, and 
the Englilh Kail India Company, on their depoling of !\kcr Jaf- 
fier, and making Aker Coftim Nabob of Bengal. i)at< d the 17th 
September 1760. 


Company’s Seal. 

BAIIADER’s Seal. 


Two treaties have been written of the lame tenor and reciprocally ex- 
changed, containing the articles under mentioned, between Meer Ma- 
li 2 homed 
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homed Coffim Khawti Bahader, and the Nabob Shunts 6 Dowlah, Gover- 
nor Vanlitart, and the reft of the council for the affairs of the Englifti 
Company, and during the life of Meer Mahomed Coffim Khawn Ba- 
hader, and the duration of the factories of the Englilh Company in this 
country, this agreement (hall remain in force. God is witnefs between 
up, that the following articles lhall in no wife be infringed by either 
party. 

Firft Article. The Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khawn Bahader 
(hall continue in pofl'cflion of his dignities, and all affairs be tranla&cd 
in his nam ■, and a fuitable income fhall be allowed for his expences. 

Second Ai tide. The Neabut of the Subahdarce of Bengal, A/.imabad 
(the capital of Bahar, commonly called Patna) and Oriil’a, &c. lhall 
be conferred by his excellency the Nabob on Meer Mahomed Coffim 
Khawn Bahader; he lhall be veiled with the adminiftration of all affairs 
of the provinces, and after his excellency he lhall fucceed to the go- 
vernment. 

Third Article. Betwixt us and Meer Mahomed Coffim Khawn Ba- 
liadcr a firm friendlhip and union is effablifhed, his enemies arc our 
enemies, and his friends are our friends. 

Fourth Article. The Europeans and Telengas of the Englilh army 
lhall he ready to affift the Nabob Meer Mahomed Coffim Khawn Bahader 
in the management of all affairs ; and in all affairs dependent on him 
they lhall exert themfclves to the utmoft of their abilities. 

Fifth Article. For all charges of the Company and of the faid army 
and proviiions for the field, &c. the lands of Burdwan, and Midni- 
pore, and Chittigong, lhall be affigned, and ftmnuds for that purpolc 
lhall he written and granted. The Company is to ffand to all Ioffes, 
and receive all the profits of thefe three countries, and we will demand 
no more than the three alignments aforefaid. 

Sixth Article. One half of the clnmatn (or lime) produced at Shilhctt 
for three years lhall be purchafcd by the gomaftahs of the Company, 
from the people of the government, at the cuffomary rate of that place. 
The tenants and inhabitants of thole di fir ids lhall receive no injury. 

Seventh Article. The balance of the former Tunkluw lhall be paid 
according to the kiftbunilee (or account of ffated payments) agreed 
upon with the Royroyan ; the jewels which have been pledged lhall 
be received back again. 

Eighth Article. We will not allow the tenants of the Sircar to fettle 
in the lands of the Englilh Company, neither (hall the tenants of the 
Company be allowed to li ttle in the lands of the Shear. 


Ninth 
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Ninth Article. We will give no protection to the dependents of the 
Sircar in the lands or in the factories of the Company, neither lhall any 
protection be given to the dependents of the Company in the lands of 
the Sircar ; and wholbever lhall fly to either party for refuge lhall be 
delivered up. 

Tenth Article. The mcafures for war or peace with the Shahzada, 
(meaning the prince Ally Goltar) and railing fupplics of money, and 
the concluding both thele points, lhall be weighed in the kale of reafon, 
and whatever is judged expedient lhall be put in execution; and it lhall 
be fo contrived by the joint councils, that he he removed from this 
country, nor futTcrcd to get tiny footing in it. Whether there be peace 
with the Shahzada, or not, our agreements with Meer Mahomed Coflim 
Kliawn Baliader, we will (by the name of God) inviolably oblcrvc, as 
long as the Englilh Company’s factories continue in this country. 
Dated the * 17th of the month Seller in the 1174th year of the 
Hegira. 


No IX. 


Copies of the Sunnuds given by the Nabob Meer Mahomed Cofliin 
Ally Khawn to the Company, granting them the provinces of 
Burdwan, Midnipore, and Chittigong, or Hlainabad: alio the 
cliunam (or lime) produced at Shilhett for three years. 

Sunnud under the feal of the Nabob Nailer al Muluck Imteaz 0 
Dowlah Nefl’erat lung, Meer Mahomed Cossim Khawn Ba- 

HADF.K. 


To the Zemindars, Canongoes, Talookdars, Tenants, Ilufliandmen, 
and Chief of the villages of the pergunnah of Burdwan, Ccc. the zc- 
mindary of the Rajah Tilluckclnmd, in the diflriCts of the Subah of 
Bengal. Be it known, that whereas divers wicked people have trai- 
teroufly ftretched fortli their hands to plunder the fubjeCts and wafle 
the royal dominions ; for this reafon, the laid pergunnah, &c. is 
granted to the Englilh Company, in part for dilburfemcnts of their ex- 
pcnccs, and the monthly maintenance of five hundred European boric. 


t\V9 


* Or 27 ill September 1760. 
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two thoufand European foot, and eight thoufand fcapoys, which are 
to be entertained for the prote&ion of the royal dominions-, let the 
above officers quietly and contentedly attend and pay to the pu'fons 
appointed by the Englilli Company, the dated revenues, and implicitly 
fubinit in all things to their authoiity. And the office of the colleflor 
of the Englilh Company is as follows: 7 bey jlall continue the Zemindars 
and Tenants in their places, regularly co' Let the revenues of the lands, 
and deliver them in monthly for the payment of the expences of the 
Company, and the pay of the above -ok r.tioned forces, that they may 
be always ready, cheerfully and vigcroully to promote the affairs ol the 
king. Let this be punctually obierved. 

Dated the 4th of the moon Rabbi al Awvul, 1 ft fun, anfwering 
to the ill of the month Cartic, 1176, Bengal {file. 

N. B. The Sunnuds for the Chucklah of Midnipore, in thc.didri&s 
of thcSubah of Orifla, and for the Tanna of Illamabad, or Chittigong, 
appertaining to the Subah of Bengal, arc worded as the above. 

Sunnud under the feal of the Nabob Naffer al Muluck, &c. 

To the Daroga of chunatn (or lime) and to the Naib of Silhett. Be 
it known, That whereas the Englilh Company are conftruhing a fort 
in Calcutta, and meet with great obdaclcs in finifhmg that work, in 
the want of done chunam ; for this reafon it is ordered, that of what- 
ever quantity of chunam is produced at that place, one hall (the price 
thereof being received agreeably to the rate of that place) be delivered 
to the gonialtahs of the Englilh Company for the tu rn of three years, 
that no delays may be occasioned in fuddling the fort aforefaid ; and 
the other half is to be fent for the Sircar. Let this be puniftually ob- 
lcrvcd. 

Dated the 4th of the moon Rabbi al Awvul, id fun, anfwering 
to the id of the month Cartic, 1 176, Bengal llile. 
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N° X. 

Copy of a treaty between the Englifh Eaft India Company and Meer 
jatfier Ally Khawn, on their rcinftating him in the nabobfhip of 
Bengal. Dated the xoth July 1763. 

The Company’s The fcal of the Nabob, Meer Mahomed Jaffier 
large feal. Khawn Bahader Mahabut Jung, 6cc. 

Articles of a treaty and agreement between the Governor and Coun- 
cil of Fort William on the part of the Englifh Rail India Company, 
and the Nabob Shujah al Muluck I lofl'ain 6 Dowlah, Meer Ma- 
homed JatRcr Khawn Bahader Mahabut Jung. 

On the part of the Company. 

We engage to reinftatc the Nabob, Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khawn 
Bahader, in the lubahdarce of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Oriil'a, by thedepofal of Mahomed Collim Khawn, and the effeds, trea- 
fure, jewels, &c. belonging to Meer Mahomed Cofiun Khawn, which 
Hi all fall into our hands, (hall be delivered up to the Nabob afore- 
named. 


On the part of the Nabob. 

Firth The treaty which I formerly concluded with the Company 
upon my acivllion to the nizamut, engaging to regard the honour and 
reputation of tlie Company, tluir Governor and Council, as my own, 
granting perwanahs for the currency of the Company’s bufmefs ; the 
lame treaty 1 now confirm and ratify. 

Secondly. I do grant and confirm to the Company, for defraying 
the expences of their troops, the Chiaklahsof Burdwan, Midniporc, and 
Chittigong, which were before ceded (ortho (amc purpofe. 

Thirdly. _ I do ratify and confiim to the Fnglilli the privilege granted 
them by their firmaun and (everal ludbulhookuins, of carrying on their 
trade by means of their own dulluck, free from all duties, taxes, or 
impofitions in all parts of the country, excepting the article of fait,’ on 
which a duty of 2 | per cent, is to be leived on the Rowana or Hoogly 
market price. 

Fourthly. 
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Fourthly. I give to Company half the falt-petrc which is pro- 
duced in the country oWurnea,. which their gomaftahs fhall fend to 
Calcutta. Thus other half fiiall be collected by my fowzdar, for the 
tile of my offices } and I will fuffer no other perfon to make purchafes 
of this article in that country. 

Fifthly. In the Chucklah ofSilhett, for the fpace of five years, com- 
mencing with the Bengal year 1 170, my fowzdar and the Company’s 
gmnaftah (ball jointly prepare chunam, of which each fit all defray half 
the expenccs 5 and half the chunam fo made lhall be given to the Com- 
pany, and the other half lhall be for my ufe. 

Sixthly. I will maintain twelve thoufand horfe and twelve thoufand 
foot in the three provinces. If there fhould be occalion for more, the 
number lhall be incrcafed by confent of the Governor and Council pro- 
portionably to the emergency. Befides thefe, the forces of the Englilh 
Company lhall always attend me when they are wanted. 

Seventhly. Wherever I lhall fix my court, either at MurlhedaMd or 
elfcwhere, I will advife the Governor and Council; and what number 
of Englilh forces I may have occalion for in the management of my 
affairs, I will demand them, and they lhall be allowed me > and an 
Englilh gentleman lhall refide with me to tranfatt all affairs between 
me and the Company ; and a perfon lhall alio refide on my part at 
Calcutta, to negociate with the Governor and Council. 

Eighthly. The late perwanahs ilfued by Colfim Ally Khawn, grant- 
ing to all merchants the exemption of all duties for the fpace of two 
years, lhall be * reverfed and called in, and the duties colledted as before. 

Ninthly. I will caufe the rupees coined in Calcutta, to pafs in every 
refpedt equal to the ficcas of Murlhedab&d, without any deduction of 
batta ; and whofoever lhall demand batta, lhall be punilhed. 

Tenthly. I will give thirty lacks of rupees to defray all the ex- 
pences and lofs accruing to the Company from the war and ftoppage of 
their inveftment; and I will reimburfc to all private perfonsthe amount 

* By the firmaun granted by the Mogul Furrukhfeer to the Englilh, to fecure them from theop* 
preffions of fubordinate governments, they traded by theirduftuck, dutyfree. Upon the dllTolu- 
tionof the Mogul empire, the provincial government of Bengal alfo became independent: where 
the Englilh trade growing extremely extenlive, the privilegesgranted them by the dull nek became 
a notorious abnfc, which in effeft made them the monopolizers of all trade, even from the native* 
of the country. The Nabob Meer Colfim, very fenftble that fuch was the cafe, and findind it 
difficult to fettle any plan with the Englilh which had not a tendency td opprefs his own fubjeas, 
abolifhed all duties for two years. He was foon after depofed ; and as this abolitkmofduties 
ferved to put the natives ou the fame footing of trade with the Englilh Company and their 
fervants, therefore this article of the'prefent treaty was made, that Me* Coffim’s perwanahs 
fhould be recalled, and that the duties fhould again be paid by the natives, white the Englilh' 
Were exempted. 
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of fuch loflcs proved before the Governor and Council, as they may 
ibftain in their trade in the country 5 if 1 fhould not be able to difeharge 
this in ready money, I will give alignments of land for the amount. 

Eleventhly. I will confirm and renew the treaty which I formerly 
made with the Dutch. 

Twelfthly. If the French come into the country, I will not allow 
them to ereft any fortifications, maintain forces, hold lands, zemin- 
daries, &c. but they lhall pay tribute and carry on their trade as in 
former times. 

Thirteenthly. Some regulations lhall be hereafter fettled between 
us, for deciding all difputes which mayarife between the Englilh agents 
and gomaftahs in the different parts of the country, and my officers. 

In teftimony whereof, we the faid Governor and Council have fet our 
hands and affixed the feal of the Company to one part hereof, and the 
Nabob aforenamed hath fet his hand and feal to another part hereof, 
which were mutually done and interchanged, at Fort William, the 
10th day of July 1 763. 


Signed HENRY VANSITTART. 
JOHN CARNAC. 
WILLIAM BILLERS. 
WARREN HASTINGS. 
RANDOLPH MARRIOTT, 
Fort William, the 29th De- HUGH WATTS, 
cember 1763. 


A true Copy. 

JOHN GRAHAM, fecretary. 


No XI. 

Copy of the demands made by the Nabob Meer Jaffier Ally Khawn, 
and agreed to by the Governor and Council, upon the treaty of 
the 10th of July 1763 (N'X.); and alfo copy of the Nabob’a 
agreement to pay the company 500,000 rupees per month during 
the war with the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah. Dated the l6th Septem* 
her 1764. 

‘ Firft. I formerly acquainted the Company with the particulars of 
my own affairs, and received from them repeated letters of encourage- 

C ment 
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ment and kindnefs, with prefents: I now make this requeft, that vow 
will write in a proper manner to the Company, and alfo to the King of 
England, the particulars of our friendfhip and union, and procure for 
me writings of encouragement, that my mind may be affured from that 
quarter, that no breach may ever happen between me and the Englilh, 
and that every Governor, Councellor, and Cheif of the Englilh that 
are here, or may hereafter come, may be well difpofed and attached, 
to me. 

_ Second. Since all the Englilh, gentlemen allured of my friendly* 
difpofition to. the Company confirm me in the nizamut, I requeft that 
to whatever I mav at any time write, they will give their credit and. 
aflent, nor regard the ftories of defining men to my prejudice, that 
all my affairs may go on with fuccels, and no occafion may arife for 
jealouly or ill-will between us- 

Third. Let no protection be given by any of the Englilh gentlemen, 
to any of my dependants, who may fly for Ihelter to Calcutta, or other 
of your diftrids; but let them be delivered up to me on demand. I 
ihall ftridly enjoin all. my Fowzdars and Aumils on all accounts to 
afford a fliftance and countenance to fuch of the gomaftahs of the Com- 
pany as attend to the lawful trade of their factories ; and if any of the 
laid gomaftahs Ihall aCt otherwife, let them be checked in fuch a man- 
ner as may be an example to others. 

Fourth. From the neighbourhood of Calcutta to Hoogly, and 
many of their pergunnahs bordering upon each other, it happens that 
on complaints being made, people go againft the Talookdars, Ryots, 
and Tenants of my country, to the prejudice of the bufiaefe of the 
Sircar j wherefore let ftrift orders be given that no perfons be fen* 
from Calcutta on the complaints of any one upon my Talookdars or 
Tenants j but on fuch occafions let application be made to me or the. 
Naib of the fowzdary of Hoogly, that the Company may be fubjed to. 
no lofs or devaftations. And if any of the traders who belonged to 
the Bucklbunder and Azimgunge, and have fettled in Calcutta, fhould 
be defirous of returning to Hoogly, and carrying on their bufinefs 
there as formerly,, let no one. moleft them. Chandernagore and the 1 
French fadory were prejented to me by Co' one l Clive, and given by 
me in charge to Ameer Beg Khawn, for this reafon let Arid orders be 
given that no Englilh gentlemen exercife any authority therein, byt. 
that it remain as formerly under thejurifdidion of my people. 

Fifth. Whenever I demand any forces from the Governor and 
Council for my affiftance, let them be immediately lent to me, and no 
demand made on me for their expcnccs.. 


The 
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The demands of Nabob Sujah al Muluck Hofiam 6 Dowlah, Mccr 
Mahomed Jaffier Kbawn Bahader Mahabut Jung, we the Prefident 
and Council of the Englilh Company, do agree, and fet our hands to, 
in Fort William, the 10th July 1763. v 

Signed HENRY VANS 1 TTART. 

WILLIAM BILLERS. 

JOHN CARTIER. 

WARREN HATSINGS. 

RANDOPH MARRIOT. 

HUGH WATTS. 

Copy of the Nabob Jaffier Ally Khawn’s note for payment of five lacks 
per month, for expences of the Company’s troops during the war 
with Sujah la Dowlah. Dated 1 6th Septemberi 704. 

The Nabob Mcer Mahomed Jaffier Ally Khawn’s note for five lacks 
of rupees per month, for the expences of the army. 

Account of money fettled for the expences of the Europeans and fea- 
poys, the artillery, and the raifing of the cavalry, which lhall be paid 
a month fooner or later according to the particulars under mentioned, 
from the beginning of the month Sophar (31ft July 1764) of the 5th 
year of the reign, till the removal of the troubles with the Vizier ; viz. 

In the province of Bengal, at Murfficdab&d - - 300,000 

In the province of Bahar, at Patna - - 200,000 

Total, rupees 500,000 

Written the 19th of Rabbi al Awvul, the 5th year of the Jaloos*. 

N. B. I will include in the aforefaid fum, whatever balance may 
be due from me on account of my former agreement with the 
Company. 


A true Copy. 

W. MAJENDIE, fecretary. 


* 1 6th September 1764. 
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N° XII, 


Copy of tlTb Petition, or Propofals made by the Prince Ally Gohar, 
otherwife called TheKing, orTHEEMPEROR Shah Allum , to> 
Major He&or Monro, then Commander of the Company’s troops, 
at Banaras * as inclofed in a letter from the Major to the Gvernor 
and Council at Calcutta. Dated 22d November 1764. 

If this country is to be kept, put me in pofleflion of it, and leave a 
fmall detachment of the troops with me, to Jhow that I am protested 
by the Englifh, and they {hall be at my ex pence, that if any enemy 
come anv time againft me, 1 will make luch connections in the country 
that with my own troops, and the aforementioned fmall detachment,, 
will defend the country, without any further afliftance from the Eng- 
lifh, and I mil pay them of the revenues of the country what fum they 
Jhall demand yearly. If the Englifh will contrary to their intereft make 
peace with the Vizier, I will go to Dehly, for I cannot think of return^ 
ing again into the hands of a man who has ufed me fo ill. I have no 
friends I depend on more than the Englifh ; their former behaviour to 
me will make me ever refpedt and regard them ; now is their time to 
be in pofleflion of a country abounding with riches and treafure; I Jhall 
be fattsfed with whatever Jhare they pleafe of it. The Rohillas were 
always enemies to the imperious Vizier, they are all my friends. 


No XIII. 

Copy of the Articles fent on the dth December 1764, by the Gover- 
nor and Council of Calcutta, to be executed by the Prince Ally? 
Gohar, in the character of Emperor j as inclofed for that purpote 
to Major Heitor Munro, Commander in chief of the army. 

In confederation of the afliftance and fidelity of the Englifh Company, 
which has freed us from the inconveniencies we laboured under, and 
ftrengthened the foundations of theEmp ire which God has given us', 
we have been gracioufly pleafed to grant to the. Englifh Company our 
royal favours according to the following articles, which fhall remain 
firm both at prefent and in future. 



II 


APPENDIX. 

As the English Company have been put to a great expence, and their 
affairs expofed to danger, by the war with the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, 
unjuflly and contrary to our royal pltafure waged again ft them; we 
have therefore afligned to them the country of Ghazipore, and the reft 
of the zemindary of Bulwant Sing, belonging to the nizamut of the 
Nabob Sujah al Dowlah j and the regulation and government thereof, 
we have given to their difpofal, in the fame manner as it was in the 
Nabob Sujah al Dowlah’s. The aforefaid Rajah having fettled term* 
with the Chiefs of the Englifh Company, is, according thereto, to pay 
the revenues to the Company ; and the amount fhall not belong to the 
books of the royal revenue , but fhall be expunged from them. The 
army of the Englifh Company having joined our Jlandard, Jhall put us 
in pojfejjion of Illahabad, and tne reft of the countries belonging to the 
nizamut of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, and the revenues, excepting 
thofe of Rajah Bulwant Sing’s zemindary, fhall be in our entire manage- 
ment and difpofal. 

As the Englifh Company will be at a further expencc in putting us ire 
pofTeflion of Illahabad, and the reft of the nizamut of the Nabob Sujah 
al Dowlah, we will therefore, as we get pofTeflion, grant to them out 
of our treafury fuch a proportion of the revenues as the exigencies of 
our affairs will admit of; and when we are put in full pofleflion, we 
will reimburfe the whole expenccs of the Company in this bufinefs from 
the time of their joining our royal ftandard. 


N*> XIV. 

Copy of the ImperialGrant, or Firmaun ofTitEEMPERoR 
Sbab Allum ; granting to the Company the zemindary of Ghazi- 
pore, Banaras, &c. held by the Rajah Bulwant Sing. Dated 
29th December 1 764. 

As the Englifh Company have been put to a great cxpcnce, and their 
affairs expofed to danger by the war which the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah 
unjuftly and contrary to our royal plcafure waged againft them; we 
have therefore afligned to them the country of Ghazipore, and the reft 
of the zemindary of Rajah Bulwant Sing, belonging to the ni- 
zamut of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, and the regulations and 
government thereof we have given to their difpofal, in the fame manner 
as it was in the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah’s. The aforefaid Rajah having 
fettled terms with the Chiefs of the Englifh Company, is, according 
thereto, to pay the revenues to the Company, 
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The army of the Englilh Company having joined our ftandard. ’ lhall 
put us in pofleflion of Illahabad and the reft of the countries belonging 
to the nizamut of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, and the revenues, ex- 
cepting thofe of Rajah Bulwant Sing’s zemindary, (hall be in our entire 
management and dilpofal. 

It becomes the Company to (hew their grateful fenfe of our royal fa- 
vours, and to exert themfelves to the utmoft in the proper management 
and regulation of the country, to encourage and befriend our fubjefts, 
topunilh the contentious and expel the rebellious from their territories. 
They muft ufe their beft endeavours to promote the welfare of our 
people, the ryots and other inhabitants, to prohibit the ufe of things of 
an intoxicating nature, and fuch as are forbidden by the law of God ; 
in driving out enemies, in deciding caufes, and fettling matters agree- 
ably to the rules of Mahomed and the law of the empire, fo that the in- 
habitants may apply themfelves, with peace of mind and fatisfaftion, 
to the cultivation of the country and exercife of other their profeffions, 
and that the weak may not labour under oppreffion and violence. — 
They will confider thefe as our drift injunctions. 

Written on the 4th day of Rejub*, Fort William, 6th February 
the 6th year of the reign. 1765. 

A true Copy of the tranflation, 

W. MAJENDIE, fecretary. 


No XV. 

Copy of a Treaty between the Englilh Eaft India Company and 
Najim al Dowlah, on their inverting him with the Naboblhip of 
Bengal, upon the death of his father Meer Jaffier Ally Khawn. 
Dated 25th February 1725. 

Articles of a treaty and agreement concluded between the Governor 
and Council of Fort William, on the part of the Englifh Eaft India 
Company, and the Nabob Najim al Dowlah. 

On the fart of the Company . 

We the Governor and Council do engage to fecure to the Nabob 
Najim al Dowlah, the fubahdary of the provinces of Bengal, BaharJ 


• 29th December 1764. 


and 
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and OrifTa, and to fupport him therein with the Company*! forces 
again ft all his enemies. We will alfo, at all times, keep up fuch force 
as may- be necefTary, effectually to affift and fupport him in the defence 
of the provinces; and as our troops will be more to be depended on than 
any the Nabob can have, and lefs expetifive to him , he need therefore 
entertain none but fuch as are requifite for the fupport of the civil 
officers of his government , and the bufinefs of bis colltSlions through 
the different diftri&s. 

We do further promife, that, in confederation the Nabob fhall con- 
tinue to affift in defraying the extraordiuary cxpences of the war now 
oarrying on againft Sujah al Dowlah, with five lacks of rupees per 
month, which was agreed to by his father, that whatever fums may be 
hereafter received of the Kino, on account of our affiftancc afforded: 

in the. war, fhall be repaid to the Nabob. 

% 

On the part of the Nabob. 

Iii confideration of the afliftance which theGovernor and Council have 
agreed to afford, in fecuring to me the fucceffion in the fubahdary of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, heretofore held by my father, the late Na- 
bob Meer Jaffier Ally Khawn, and fupporting me in it againft all my 
enemies, I do agree aijd bind myfclf to the faithful performance of the 
following articles. 

jft. The treaty which my father formerly concluded with the Com- 
pany upon his firft acceflion to the nizamut, engaging to regard the 
honour and reputation of the Company, and of their Governor and : 
Council, as his own, and granting perwanahs for the currency of the 
Company’s trade, the fame treaty, as far as is confiftent with the ar- 
ticles hereafter agreed to, I do hereby ratify and confirm, 
g zd. Confidering the weighty charge of government, and how effen-' 
tial it is for myfelf, for the welfare of the country, and for the Com- 
pany’s bufinefs, that I fhould have a perfon who has had experience 
therein to advife and affift me, I do agree to have one fixed with me, 
with the advice of theGovernor and Council, in the ftation of - Naib 
Subah , who fhall accordingly have, immediately under me , . the chief 
management of all affairs ; and as Mahomed Reza Khawn, the Naib ot 
Dacca, has in every refpedt my appiobation, and that of the Gover- 
nor and Council, Ido further agiee, that this truft (hall be conferred 
on him; and I will not dilpiacr lmn -w thout the approbation of thole 
gentlemen; . and jn cafe any ait< 1 at ion in his appointment lhould here- 
after appear advifeablc, that MaLuma! Ktza Khawn, , provided he has*' 
2.. acquitted . 
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acquitted himfclf with fidelity in his adminiftration, {hall, in fuch 
calc, be reinflated in the Naibfhip of Dacca, with the fame authority as 
heretofore. 

3<f The buftnefs of" the collodions of the revenues lhall, under the 
Naib Subah, be divided iuto two or more branches, as may appear pro- 
per : and as I have the fulled; dependence and confidence on the at- 
tachment of the Englifh, and their regard to my interejl and dignity, 
and am delirous of giving them every tdlimony thereof, 1 do further 
content, that the appointment and difmilfion of the Mutfeddees of thoie 
branches, and the allotment of their fevcrnl diftri&s, lhall be with the 
approbation of the Governor and Council. And , confider'mg how much 
men of my rank and Jiation are obliged to triffi to the eyes and recommen- 
dations of the lervants about them, and how liable to be deceived, it is 
my further will, that the Governor and Council lhall be at liberty to ob- 
ject and point out to me when improper people are intrujled, or where 
my officers and J'ubjefts are opprejfed, and 1 will pay a proper regard 
to fuch reprefentations, that my affairs may be conduced with honour, 
my people every where be happy, and their grievances be redrelfcd. 

4th. I do confirm to the Company, as a fixed refource for defraying 
the ordinary expcnces of their troops, the Chucklahs of Burdwan, Mid- 
nipore, andCliittigong, in as full a manner as heretofore ceded by my 
father. The fum of five lacks of ficca rupees per pi o nth for their main- 
tenance, was further agreed to be paid by my father ; I agree to pay 
the fame out of my treafury, whilft the exigency for keeping up fo 
large an army continues. When the Company’s occafions will admit a 
diminution of the expences they arc put to, on account of thole troops, 
the Governor will then relieve me from fuch a proportion of this af- 
fignment, as the incrcafcd expences incurred by keeping up the whole 
force necefiary for the defence of the provinces will admit of; and as I 
ejleem the Company's troops entirely equal thereto and as my own, I 
will only maintain fuch as are immediately neceffary for the dignity of 
my perfon and government and .thebufinefis of my colled} ions through the 
provinces. 

5tb. I do ratify and confirm to the Englifh the privilege granted them 
by their firmaun and feveral hufbulhookums of carrying on their trade 
by means of their own duftuck, free from all duties, taxes, or impo- 
fitions in all parts of the country, excepting in the article of fait, on 
which a duty of 2 f per cent, is to be levied on the Rowana, or Hoogly 
market price. 

6th. I give to the Company the liberty of purchafing half the fair- 
petre produced in the country of Purnea, which their gongaftahs lhall 
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fend to Calcutta: the other half (hall be collected by my Fowzdar for 
the ufe of my offices: and I will fuffer no other perfons to make pur- 
chafes of this article in that country. 

7th. In the Chucklah of Silhett, for the fpace of five years, com- 
mencing with the Bengal year 1171, my Fowzdar, and agomaflah on 
the part of the Company, ffiall jointly provide chunam » of which each 
ffiall defray half the expcncc, and half the chunam fo made ffiall be 
given to the Company. 

8th. Although I ffiould occafionally remove to other places in the 
provinces, I agree that the books of the Sircar ffiall be always kept and 
the bufinefs conducted at Murffiedabdd, and that ffiall, as heretofore, 
be the feat of my government. And wherever I am, I confent that an 
Engliffi gentleman ffiall refidc with me to tranfaft all affairs between 
me and the Company } and that a perfon of high rank ffiall alfo refidc 
on my part at Calcutta, to negotiate with the Governor and Council. 

9th. I will caufc the rupees coined at Calcutta to pafs in every re- 
tfpeft equal to the ficcas of Murffiedabad, without any deduction of 
batta j and whofoever ffiall demand batta ffiall be puniffied. The an- 
nual lofs on coinage by the fall of batta, on the ifluing of the new 
ficcas, is a very heavy grievance to the country j and after mature con- 
fidcration, I will, in concert with the Governor .and Council, purfue 
whatever may appear the beft method for remedying it. 

10th. I will allow no Europeans whatever to be entertained in my 
fervice; and if there already be any, they ffiall be immediately difmifled. 

nth. The Kiftbundee for payment of the reftitution to the fufferer* 
in the late troubles, as executed by my father, I will fee faithfully paid * 
no delays ffiall be made in this bufinefs. 

nth. I confirm and will abide by the treaty which my father for- 
merly made with the Dutch. 

13th. If the French come into the country, I will not allow them to 
ereft any fortifications, maintain forces, or hold lands, zemindaries, See. 
but they ffiall pay tribute, and carry on their trade as in former times. 

14th. Some regulations ffiall be hereafter fettled between us, for de- 
ciding all difputes which may arife between the Engliffi gomaftahs and 
my officers in the different parts of the country. 

In teftimony whereof, we the faid Governor and Council have fet 
our hands, and affixed the feal of the Company to one part hereof, and 
the Nabob, before named, has fet his hand and feal to another part. 

A true Copy. 

W. MAJENDIE, fecretary. 

N* XVI, 
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No XVI. 

Copy of the funnud from the Nabob Najim al Dowlah, for the rever- 
fion, in perpetuity, of Lord Clive's jagueer to the Company. Dated 
the 23d June 1765. 

Be it known to the Counfellors and Chiefs of the English Company,, 
the prefent and future Mutfeddees, the Chowdries, Canongoes, Muc- 
kauaums, Ryots, Muggarics, and all other inhabitants of the pergun- 
nahs of Calcutta, &c. in the Sircar of Sautgaum, &e. in the pro- 
vince of Bengal. 

The fum of vz 2,958 rupees and odd, agreeably to the Dewanee 
funnud, and the funnud of tne High and Mighty Meer Mahomed Jaffier 
Khawn, Nazim of the province, has been appointed from the aforefaid 
pergunnahs, belonging to the Chucklah of Hoogly, &c. in the Sircar of 
Sautgaum, &c. the Zemindary of the Englifti Company, as an uncon- 
ditional jagueer to the High and Mighty Lord Clive. Now likewife 
the faid pergunnahs are confirmed as an unconditional jagueer to the 
High and Mighty aforefaid from the 16th of May, of the 1764th year of 
Chrift (anfwering to the 14th of Zclcacla, of the 1177th year of the 
Hegira) to the 1 6th May, of the 1774th Y ear of Chrift (anfwering to the 
8th of Rubby al Awvul, of the 1 188th year of the Hegira) being ten 
years, of which one year k expired, and there are nine to come. 
They ihall appertain as an unconditional jagueer to the High and Mighty 
aforefaid, and after the expiration of this term they (hall revert as an 
unconditional jagueer and perpetual gift to the Company, and if 
(which God forbid) the High and Mighty aforefaid ftiall die within this 
term, they (hall revert to the Company immediately upon his death. It 
is requifite that ye Ihould regard the High and Mighty aforefaid, during 
the forementioned term, and after him the Company aforefaid as un- 
conditional jagueerdars, and regularly pay them the revenues of the 
aforefaid pergunnahs. 

Written the 23d of Jurtc 1765, anfwering to the 3d of Mohurrum of 
the 1 179th Year of the Hegira. 

E. STEPHENSON, Prov«. Secry.‘ 


No XVII. 
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N° XVII. 

Copy of the new agreement, or treaty jointly entered, into between 

. the Nabob Najim al Dowlah, the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, The 
Emperor Shah Allum, and Lord Clive and the Secret Com- 
mittee of Calcutta; upon the latter's revoking all former treaties, 
and new-modelling the affairs of the Company, by aftuming the 
Dewannee. Dated the 16th Auguft 1765. 

(Sealed and approved by The Emperor.) 

Whereas the Right Honourable Robert , Lord Clive, Baron Clive of 
Plafley, Knight, Companion of the moft Honourable Order of the Bath, 
Major General and Commander of the Forces, Prefidept of the Council, 
and Governor of Fort William, and of all the fettlements belonging to 
the united Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, 
in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, ,apd . Orilla; and Johh Carnac, 
Efquirc,,Brigadier General, Colonel in the lervice pf .ffie.fiiid Compaey, 
and commanding Officer of their forces upon the, Bengal Eftabliffimcnr, 
are invejled with full and amble powers, on the behalf of his Excellency 
the Nabob Najim al Dowlah, Subahdar of Bengal, , Bahar, andOriffa, 
and likewife on behalf of the united Company of Merchants, of England 
trading to the Eaft Indies, to negotiate, fettle, and finally to conclude 
a firm and lifting peace with his Highncfs the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, 
Vizier of the Empire: Be.it known to all, thofe to whom it may or (hall 
in any manner belong, that the above-named plenipotentiaries have 
agreed upon the following articles with his Highnefs. 

1 ft. A perpetual and univerfal peace, fincere fricndfhip, and firm 
union (hall be eftabliffied between his Highnefs Sujah al Dowlah and his 
heirs, on the one part, and his Excellency Najim al Dowlah, and the 
Engliffi Eaft India Company, on the other, fo that the faid contracting 
powers (hall give the greateft attention to maintain between themfelves 
their dominions, and their ftibjcCls, this reciprocal friendffiip, without 
permitting, on either fide, any kind of hortilities to be committed from 
henceforth for any caufc, or under any pretence whatfoever ; and every 
* thing lliall be carefully avoided, which might hereafter prejudice the 
union now happily eftabliffied. 

zd. In cafe the dominions of his Highnefs Sujah al Dowlah ffiall at 
any time hereafter be attacked, his Excellency Najim al Dowlah and 
the Englifh Company ffiall affift him with a part or the whole of their 

D 2 forces, 
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forces, according to the exigency of his affairs, and fo far as may bo 
confident with their own fecurity 5 and if the dominions of his Excel- 
lency Naiim al Dowlah, ©r the Englifh Company fhali be attacked, 
his Highbeis fhali in like manner afiift them with a part or the whole of 
his forces ; in the cafe of the Englifh Company’s forces being employed 
in his Highnefs's fervice, the extraordinary expence of the fame is to be 
defrayed by him. 

3d. His Highnefs folemnly engages never to entertain or receive 
Coffim Ally Khawn, the late Subahdar of Bengal, &c. Sumroo the af- 
faffin of the Englifh, nor any of the European deferters within his do- 
minions, nor to give the le&ft countenance, fupport, or protedtion to 
them : he likewise folemnly engages to deliver up to the Englifh what- 
ever Europeans may in future defert from them into this country. 

4th. The King, Shah Allum, fhali remain in full poffeffion of Cora, and 
fuch part of the province of lllahabad as he now poflefiesi, which are 
ceded to his Majefiy as a royal demefne for the fupport of his dignity 
and Expcnces. 

5th. His Highnefs Sujah al Dowlah engages, in the moft folemn man- 
ner, to continue Bulwant Sing in the Zemindarics of Banaras, Ghazi- 
pore, and all thofe diftridts he poffefled at the time he came over to the 
late Nabob Jaffier Ally Khawn and the Englifh, on condition of his 
paying the fame revenue as heretofore. 

6th. In confederation of the great expence incurred by the Englifh* 
Company in carrying on the late war, his Highnefs agrees to pay them 
(fifty) 50 lacks of rupees, in the following manner, viz. (twelve) iz 
lacks in money, and a depofit of jewels, to the amount of eight lacks, 
upon the figning of this treaty ; (five) 5 lacks one month after, and the 
remaining (twenty-five) 25 lacks by monthly payments, fo as that the 
whole may be difeharged in (thirteen) 13 months from the date hereof. 

7th. It being firmly rcfolvcd to reftore to his Highnefs the country of 
Banaras, and the other diftridts now rented by Bulwant Sing, notwith- 
ftanding the grant of the fame from The King to the Englifh Company; 
it is therefore agreed, that they fhali be cede! to his Highnefs in man- 
ner following, viz. They fhali remain in the hands of the Englifh Com- 
pany with their revenues, till the expiration of the agreement between 
the Rajah Bulwant Sing and th* Company, being on the 27th Novem- 
ber next; after which nis Highnefs fhali enter into poffellion, the fort 
of Chunar excepted, which is not to be evacuated until the 6th article 
of this treaty be fully complied with. 

8th. His Highnefs fhali allow the Englifh Company to carry on a trade,, 
duty-free, throughout the whole of his dominions. 

9th. All 
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9th. All the relations and fubjeCts of his Highnefs, who in any man- 
ner aflifted the Englifh during the courfe of the late war, fhall be for- 
given, and no ways molefted for the fame. 

10th. As foon as this treaty is executed, the Engli(h forces (hall be 
withdrawn from the dominions of his Highnefs, excepting fuch as may 
be neccflary for the garrifon of Chunar, or for the defence and protection 
c/'The King in the city of Illahabad, if his Majefty lhould require a 
force for that purpofe. 

nth. His Highnefs the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, his Excellency the 
Nabob Najimal Dowlah, and the Englifh Company, promife tooblerve 
fincerely and ftriCtly all the articles contained and fettled in the prefent 
treaty'} and they will not fuffer the fame to be infringed, directly or 
indirectly, by their refpe£tive fubjeCts ; and the faid contracting powers 
generally and reciprocally guarantee to each other all the ftipulation 9 of 
the prefent treaty. 

CLIVE [L. S.l 

JOHN [L. S.] CARNAC. 

SUJAH [L. S.] AL DOWLAH’s Seal and Ratification. 

MIRZA COSSIM KHAWN. 

RAJAH SHETABROY. 

MEER MASHA ALLAH. 


figned, fealed, and folemnty fworn to according to their refpeCtive 
faiths, by the contracting parties at Illahabad, this 1 6th day ofAu- 
guft, in the year of our Lord 1765, in the prefence of us 

EDMUND MASKELYNE, 
ARCHIB. SWINTON, 
GEORGE VANSITTART. 

Fort William, September 30th 1765. 

A true Copy. ALEXANDER. CAMPBELL. 

S.S. C. 


N° XVIII. 

• Copy of the General Firmaun from the Emperor, Shah Allum, 
granting to the Company the Dewannee of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orifla. Dated 12th Auguft 1765. 

At this happy time our royal firmaun, indifpenfably requiring obe- 
dience, is iffued, That whcreai, in confideration of the attachments and 

4. fer vices 
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feVvices of the High and Mighty, the Nobleft of exalted Nobles, the Chief 
of illuftriotis Warriors, our faithful Jervants and finccre wcll-wilhers, 
worthy of our royal favours, the Englilh Company, we have granted them 
the Dewannce or the prdvinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, from the 
beginning of the FtmUJ Rtibby of the Bengal year 1 172, as a free gift 
and’ultumgau, without the alfociation of any other peribn, and with an 
exemption from the payment of the cufloms of the Dewannce, which 
ufed to be paid to tne court ; it is requifite that the faid Company en- 
gage to he fecurity for ‘the fum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees a year, 
for our royal revenue, which fum has teen appointed from the Nabob, 
Najtm al Dowlah Bahader, and regularly remit the fame to the royal 
Sircar; and in this cafe, as the faid Company are obliged to keep up a 
large army for the prote&ion of the provinces of Bengal, "&c. we have 
granted to them wnatfoever may remain out of the revenues of the faid 
provinces, after remitting the fum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees to the 
royal Sircar, and providing for the expences of the nizamut : it is re- 
quifite that our royal dependents the Viziers, the beftowers of dignity, 
the Otnrahs, high in rank, the great officers, the Mutfeddees of the De- 
wannec, the manager^ of the bufinefs of the Sultanut, the Jagueerdars 
and Croories, as well the future as the prefent, ufing their conftant en- 
deavours for the elfablifhment of this our royal command, leave the faid 
office in poffcffion of the faid Company, from generation to generation, 
.for ever and ever, looking upon them to be inlured from dilmiffion or 
removal, they muft ou no account whatfoever give them any interrup- 
tion, and they muft regard them as excufed and exempted from the 
payment of all the cuftoms of the Dewannec, and royal demands. Know- 
ing our orders on the fubjeft to be moll ftrieft and pofitive, let them not 
deviate therefrom. 

Written the 24th of Sophar, of the 6 th year of the Jaloos *, 
Contents of the Zimmuo. 

Agreeably to the paper which has received our fign-manual, our royal 
commands are iflued, that in confideration of the attachment and fer- 
vices of the High and Mighty, the Nobleft of exalted Nobles, the Chief 
of illultrious Warriors, our faithful fervants and finccre well wifhers, 
worthy of our royal favours, ' the Englifh 1 Company, we have granted 
them the Dewannee of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Girina, from 
the beginning of the Fulfill Rubby of the Bengal year 117a, as a free 


3 


* The tath Augtift 1765. 


gift 
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gift and ultumgau, without the allocution of any other perfon, and 
with an exemption from the euftoms of the Dcwanee, which ufcd to 
be paid to the court, on condition of their being fecurity for the fum 
of twenty-fix lacks of rupees a year, for our royal revenue; which fum 
has been appointed from the Nabob Najim al Dowlah Bahader; and 
after remitting the royal revenue, and providing for the expences of 
the nizamut, whatfoever may remain we haye granted to the laid Com- 
pany. 

The Dewannee of the province of Bengal. 

The Dewannee of the province of Bahar. 

, The Dewannee of the province of Orifla. 

A true Copy.. 

Fort William, ALEX. CAMPBELL. 

30th of September 1765.. . S.S. C,. 


N° XIX. 

Copy of the Firmaun from The Emperor, Shah Allum, confirm- 
ing to the Englilh Company the provinces of Burdwan, Midnipore, 
and Chittigong, and the 14 pergunnahs of Calcutta, &c. before 
ceded tov them by the Nabobs, Jaflier Ally Khawn and Coflim Ally 
Khawn. Dated the 12th Auguft 17 65. 

A-t this happy time our royal firmaun, indifpenfably requiring obe- 
dience, is iflued, that the Chucklahs of Burdwan, Midnipore, and Chit- 
tigong, &c. and alfo the twenty-four pergunnahs ot Calcutta, &c. 
(the zemindary of the high and mighty, the nobleft of exalted nobles, 
the chief of illuftrious warriors, our faithful fervants and fincere welL 
wilhers, worthy of our royal favours, the Englilh Company) which 
were granted to the faid Company in the time of Meer Mahomed Cof- 
fira and Meer Mahomed Jalfier Khawn, deccafed. We, in confidera- 
tjon of the attachment of the faid Company, have been gracioufiy 
pleafed to confirm to them, from the beginning of the Fulfill Rubby of 
the Bengal year 1172, as a free gift and ultumagau, without the allo- 
cution of any other perfon. It is requifite that our royal dependents, 
the Viziers, the beftowers of dignity, the Omrahs, high in rank, the 
great officers, the Mutfeddccs of the Dewannee, the managers of the 
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bufinefs of the Sultanut, the Jagueerdars and Croories, as well the fu- 
ture as the prefen t, ufing their conftant endeavours for the edablifh- 
ment of this our royal command, leave the faid didrifts and pergun- 
nahs in poffeflion of the faid Company from generation to generation, 
for ever and ever j looking upon them to be infured from difmiffion 
or removal, they muft on no account whatfoever give them any inter- 
ruption, and they mud regard them as excafed and exempted from the 
payment of all manner of cudoma and demands. Knowing our orders 
on this fubjeft to be mod drift and pofitive, let them not deviate there- 
from. 


Written the 24th of Sophar, of the 6th Year of the Jaloos *, 
Contents of the Zimmun. 

Agreeably to the paper which has received our fign-manual, our 
royal commands arc ifliied, that the Chucklahs of Burdwan, Midnipore, 
and Chittigong, &c. and alfo the twenty-four pergunnahs of Calcutta, 
&cc. (the zemindary of the Englith Company) which were granted to the 
faid Company in the time of Meer Mahomed Coffim, arid Meer Ma- 
homed Jaffier Khawn, deceafed, be confirmed to the faid Company, as 
a free gift and ultumgau, without the alfociation of any other perfou, 

Chucklah of Burdwan. 

Chucklah of Midnipore. 

Chucklah of Chittigong. 

The twenty-four pergunnahs of Calcutta, &c. the Zemindary of 
the Englilh Company, 

Fort William, September 30th 1765, 

ALEX. CAMPBELL. 

S. 8. C. 


• The nth Angiit 1765. 


N° XX. 
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fr ‘ 

Copy ot me t irmion from Tub Emperor Srah AlLUM confenn- 
iog the Reverfion, in perpetuity, of Lord Clive’s Jagueer tbfhe 
Company. , Dated die 12th Auguft 1765. 

Whereas a funnud has been preferred to «s under thefcal of the 
Nabob, Najim al Dowlah Bahader, to the following purport, viz. “ The 
fum of 222,958 fifcca rupees and odd, agrfecafrly to the Dewannoe 
“ funnudfand the funnud of the high and^mighty Sujih al Muluck 

“ Hoflamd Dowlah MEERMoMAME®jAFFt«RKitAWNBA«ADER, has 
“ been appointed from the Pergunnahs of Calcotta, &c. in the Sircar of 
** Sautgaum, &c. in the province of Bengal (the Paradife of the earth) 
“ *bc zemiadary of the Eaglifh Company, as an unconditional jagueer 
“ t0 the High and Mighty. Zubdut al Muluck Nailer al Dowlah Lord 
** Clive, Bahader, now likewife the laid Pergunnahs are confirmed as 
“ an unconditional jagueer to the High and Mighty aforefaid, from the 
*' 16th May of the 1764th year of the Chriftian ftile (anfwerihg to the 
“ 1 4th of Zclcada of the 1 177th year of the hegira) to the expiration 
" of 10 years, they ihall appertain as an unconditional jagueer to the 
“ High and Mighty aforefaid, and after the expiration Of this term, 
to revert to the Company as an unconditional jagueer and perpetual 
“ g ift ; and if the High and Mighty aforefaid fhould die within the faid 
“ term » they ihall revert to the Company immediately upon his death.” 
And whereas the faid funnud has met with our approbation at this 
happy time, therefore our royal firmaun, indifpenfably requiring obe- 
dience, is iflued; that in confideration of the fidelity of the Engliih 
Company and the High and Mighty aforefaid, the faid jagueer Hand 
confirmed agreeably to the aforefaid funnud : it is requifitc that the pre- 
ient and future Mutfeddccs, the Chowdries, Canongocs, Muckaudums, 
Ryots, and all other inhabitants of the Pergunnahs of Calcutta, &c. in 
the Sircar of Sautgaum, 6cc. regard the High and Mighty aforefaid .dur- 
ing the forementioned term, and after him the Company afqrcfeld, as 
unconditional Jaguferdars, and regularly pay them the revenues of the 
faid Pergunnahs. 

Written the 24th Sophar, the 6th year of Jaloos*. 

* The tath of Auguft jjtfj, 

E 
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Contents of the Zimmun. 

Agreeably to the paper which has been received, our fign manual, 
our royal commands are iffued, that whereas the fum of 221,958 licca 
rupees and odd, has been appointed from the Pergunnahs of Calcutta, 
&c. in the Sircar of Sautgaum, &c. the zemindary of the Englilh Com- 
pany, as an unconditional jagueer to the High and Mighty Subdut al 
Muluck Nufler al Dowlah Lord Clive Bahader, agreeably to the De- 
wannee funnud, and the funnud of the Nazim of the province j in con- 
fideration therefore of the attachment of the High and Mighty afore- 
faid, we have been gracioufly pleafed to confirm to him the faid Per- 
gunnahs for the /pace of ten years, commencing from the 16th May of 
the 1764th year of the Chriftian ftile, or 14th of Zelcadaof the 1177th 
year of the hegira and in confideration of the attachment of the Eng- 
li/h Company, we have granted the faid Pergunnahs to them after the 
expiration of the aforefaid term, as an unconditional jagueer and per- 
petual gift ; and if the High and Mighty aforefaid /hould die within 
this term, the faid Pergunnahs arc to revert immediately to the Englifli 
Company. 

Fort William, the 30th September 1765. 

A true Copy. 


ALEX* CAMPBELL. 
S. S.C. 


XXI. 

Copy of the Firmaun from The Emperor Shah Allum, granting 
to the Company the Five Northern Sircars of Sicacole, &c. Dated 
1 2th Auguft 1765. 

In thefe happy times, our firmaun, and full of fplendor and worthy obe-i 
dience, is defeended, purporting, that whereas Salabat Jung Bahader, 
Subahdar of the Deccan, conferred the Sircar of Sicacole, &c. on the 
French Company ; and that, in conference of its not being confirmed 

by 
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fy us, cither by firmaun or otherwife, the high, mighty, and gloriom 
Chiefs of the Khawns, chofcn of the Omrans, Seapoy Surdars, truly 
faithful, worthy of receiving favours and obligations, our invariable 
and never-failing friends and well-withers, tne Englilh Company, 
(having fent a large force for that purpofe) dief expel the French thcre- 
k from. We therefore, in confideration of the fidelity and good wiffies 
of the High, Mighty, &c. &c. Englifli Company, have from our throne., 
the hafts of the world, given them the aforementioned Sircars by way 
of iniam or free gift (without the lead participation of any perfon 
whatever in the fame) from the beginning of the Phuflul of Tuccau- 
cooul, in the year of Phaly 1172, equal to the month of April 1762. 
It is incumbent therefore upon you, our Sons, Omrahs, Viziers, Go- 
vernors, Mutfeddees, for the affairs of our dewanfhip, Mootecophils for 
thofe of our kingdom, Jagucerdars and Croorics, both now and here- 
after, for ever and ever, to ufe your endeavours in the ftrengthening 
and carrying into execution this our moil high command, and to cede 
and give up to the above-mentioned Engliih Company, their heirs and 
defeendants, for ever and ever, the aforefaid Sircars, and e (teeming 
them likewife free, exempt, and fafe from all difplacing and removal : 
by no means whatever, either moled or trouble them on account of 
the demands of the Dewan’s office, or thofe of our Imperial Court. 
Looking upon this high firmaun as an abfolute and politive order, 
obey it implicitly. Dated the 24th of the moon Sophar *, in the fwth 
year of our reign. 

Forms made ufe of on the back of the Firmaun. 

From the fecrctary, fetting forth, that his Majcdy had been plcafcd 
to fign a petition, (fuppofed to be from the Company) of the fame date 
as the firmaun, directing, that whereas Salabat Jung Bahadcr, Subahilar 
of the Deccan, conferred the Sircar of Sicacole, fee. on the French 
Company, and that in confequence of it’s not being ror.fiimcd ! y his 
Majedy, either by firmaun or otherwife, the High, Mighty, fee. See. 
Knglilh Company (having fent a large force for that purpolf) did ex- 
pel the faid French therefrom. His Maiedy therefore, in confideration 
of the fidelity of the aforefaid Englifli Company, has given them (with- 
out the participation of any perlon whatever in the lame) the above- 
mentioned Sircars by way of iniam or free gift. 


* Equal to the 12th AuguA 17C5. 

E a 


Then 
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Then follow two orders from the Mogul ; the firft, fuppofed to be 
in his own hand, addrdTed to his fbn Mirza Mahomed Acbur Shah Ba- 
hader, telling him to comply with the contents of this firmaun j the 
other directing that the Englilh Company be under his fon’s command 
or in his Refaula. Thff whole attefted finder Kazy Inauyet Khawn’» 
feal to be a true copy from the original. 


N° XXII. 

Copy of the agreement whereby the Right Honourable Robert Lord 
Clive, on the part of the Englilh Eaft India Company, agrees to 
pay the King Shah Allum, from the revenues of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Oriffa, the fum of twenty-fix lacks, or 325,0001. per an- 
num, in gratitude for the favours which his Lordlliip and the 
Company had received from His Imperial Majesty. Dated 
19th Auguft 1765. 

Articles of agreement with his Majefly. 

The Nabob Najim al Dowlah agrees to pay to his Majefty out of the 
revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifta, the fum of 26 ‘lacks of rupees 
a year, without any deduction for batta, on bills of exchange, by re- 
gular monthly payments, amounting to Rs. 11 6,666 — 10— 9 per month j 
the firft payment to commence from the ill of September of the prefent 
year ; and the Englilh Company, in conlideration of his Majefty ’s 
having been gracioufly pleafed to grant them the dewannee of Bengal, 
&c. do engage themfelves to be fecurity for the regular payment of the 
fame. It (hall be paid month by month from the fadory of Patna, to 
Rajah Shetabroy, or whomfoever his Majefty may think proper to no- 
minate, that it may be forwarded by him to the court : but in cafe the 
tcritories of the aforefaid Nabob ihould be invaded by any foreign 
enemy, a dedudion is then to be made out of the ftipulated revenue, 
proportionably to the damage that may be fuftained. 

In confideration of Nudjuff Khawn’s having joined the Englilh forces, 
and aded in his Majelty’s fcrvice in the late war, his Majefty will be 
gracioully pleafed to allow him the fum of two lacks of rupees a year, 
to be paid by equal monthly payments; the firft payment to commence 
from the tfl of September ot the prefent year; and in default thereof, 

the 
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the Englith Company, who are guarantees for the fame, will make it 
good out of the revenue allotted to his Majefty from the territories of 
Bengal. If the territories of Bengal fliould at any Time be invaded, 
and on that account a deduction be made out of the royal revenue, in 
fuch cafe a proportionable deduction ihall alfo be made out of Nudjuff . 
Khawn’s allowance. 

Dated the 19th of Auguft 1765. 

Port William, 30th September 1765. 

A true Copy. 

ALEX R CAMPBELL. 

S. S. C. 


m 
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Copy of the Articles of Relignation agreed to in July x 765, ' 
by the Nabob, Najini al Dowlah, agrees to accept of the 


where - 
funi of 

5,386,131 rupees 9 annas, or 673,266 pounds ileWng, for the 
l'upport of his government and dignity ; becaufe His Imperial 
Majesty Shah Ai.lum had been plcafed to give the revenues of 
his nabobjhip to the Englilh Ball India Company. * 4 * si 


Agreement with the Nabob made by Mr. Francis Sykes in July 1765. 
(See his letter to the Secret Committee at Calcutta, dated the 28th 
July 1765.) 

The King having been graciouflv pleafed to grant the Englilh Com- 
pany’the dewannee of Bengal, Banar, and Orilfa, with the revenues 
thereof, as a free gift for ever, on certain conditions, whereof one is, 
that there thall be.a fufficient allowance out of the laid revenues for 
fupporting the expence of the Nizamutj be it known to all whom it 
may concern, that I do agree to accept of the annual linn of licca ru- 
pees, 5,386,131 — 9 — o as an adequate allowance for the l'upport of the 
Nizamut, which is to be regularly paid as follows, viz. the lum of licca 
rupees 1,778,854 — 1 — ofor mv houfehold expences leivants, &c. and 
the remaining futn of rupees 3,607,277 — 8 — o lor the maintenance of • 
fuch horfc, teapoys, peons, bercundazes, &c. as may be thought ne- 
cclfary for my Sewawry, and the fupport of my dignity, only lhould . 
fuch an expeuce haeaftcr be thought iKCclfary to be kcj.'t up, hut on. 

7 no 
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no account ever to exceed that amount} and having a perfe£l reliance 
on Maeen al Dowlah, I defire he may have the dilburling of rupees, 
.3,607,2 77 — 8 — 0 for the purpofes before-mentioned. This agreement, 
by the blefling of God, I hope will be inviolably obferved, as long as 
the Englilh Company's factories continue in Bengal. 

A true Copy, 

ALEX. CAMPBELL. 

S. S. C. 


N° XXIV. 

The Memorial of Mr. Thomas Hamilton, to the Honourable the 
Mayor’s Court of Calcutta. Dated 13th June, 1769. 

To the Honourable the Mayor’s Court for the town of Calcutta, at 
Fort William, Bengal. 

The Memorial of Thomas Hamilton of Calcutta, furgeon, 
Sheweth, 

That fome time in or about the month of June laft pall the memo- 
rialift was a fuitor in this honourable court, againll Ramababoo, de- 
fendant, and employed Mr. Richard Whittall, one of the attornies of 
this court, as his attorney, to profecute and maintain the fame. 

That, in the courfe of faid fuit, the memorialill was informed, and 
did, on very good authority, believe, that the faid defendant was going 
to leave Calcutta, and retire out of the jurifdi&ion of this honourable 
court. 

That in confequence of fuch information, the memorialill took the 
neceflary and ufual Heps to fecure himfelf and fuit, by fwearing, by 
affidavits drawn by his faid attorney, to the truth of his demand, and 
his belief of the faid defendant’s being about to depart * in order to 
oblige the laid defendant to give bail, as is the conftant and invariable 
pra&ice of this court, as the memorialill is advifed. 

That after fome time, the memorialill finding, notwithllanding his 
affidavits fworn as above recited, that no warrants were iliued to compel 
the faid defendant to give bail as required, the memorialill imagined 
himfelf neglected by his faid attorney, and in confequence very freely 

com- : 
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communicated his fentiments to his faid attorney, who excufed himfelf, 
by declaring it was not in his power to do what he conceived he ought 
for the memorialift, forofmucb at be was brow-beat , and intimidated by 
Cornelius Goodwin, ejqmre, then Mayor, and even threatened to be ex- 
pelled the court on the occafion ; and that the faid Mr. Goodwin, then 
Mayor, did, in or about the 7th day of June aforefaid, in open court in 
judgment litting, declare, that the memorialift' s oath ought not to be taken ; 
and that the defendant bad been with him at bis houfe, and had there fa- 
tisfied him, that he, the defendant, was a man ofiubdance ; and the re- 
fult of the faid private interview between the faid Mayor and the faid 
defendant, was the faid Mayor's then and there, in open court, declar- 
ing, that the memorialift’s faid affidavits ffibuld not be taken nor ad- 
mitted •, and though warants had been before ordered, they were then 
fuperfeded, and bail was dire fled not to be given ; at the fame time the 
memorialift’s faid attorney was obliged to be filent in his behalf, being 
at the fame time and place, by the laid Mayor, threatened to be expelled 
the court, if ever he undertook fuch a caufc in future. 

That the laid Mr. Whittall, the mcmorialift’s attorney, hath fincc, 
and very lately, further advifed the mcmoiialid, that or about Tucf- 
day the 30th day of May lad pad, he the faid Cornelius Goodwin, then 
an Alderman, did in public court, then and there declare, that the laid 
Mr. Whittall had drawn in the memorialid to fwear to an- affidavit to 
make a man give bail (meaning in the above caufe) and had perfuaded 
the memorialid to fwear to the fame. 

The memorialid therefore conceives himfelf greatly wronged and ag- 
grieved, both in his charatder, reputation, and intered, by the Icanda- 
lous and injurious fpeeches, and mod partial proceedings of him the 
faid Cornelius Goodwin, in hearing any party in a caufc pending in 
this honourable court, at his own houfe, and then coming to the bench, 
and there refufing the memorialid the benefit of the laws of his coun* 
try, becaufe he was pleafed to be fatisfied with the adverfe party, pri- 
vately in his own houfe. Which proceedings of him the laid Corne- 
lius Goodwin, the memorialid doth aver and maintain to be repugnant 
to equity and good confcience, and manifedly tending to the infamy, 
wrong, and injury of the memorialid, and Inch as require immediate 
redpels and relief; the which, in order to obtain, is the true intent and 
meaning of this memorial to this honourable court, if happily the fame 
may be thereby had : the memorialid humbly conceiving, that being 
an Alderman of this court is no fanftion for the faid Mr. Goodwin’s 
treating him as the mod infamous of men, by faying that his oath ought 

not 
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not to be taken, or that he is to be drawn in or perfuaded, either by 
his attorney or any other perfon, to fwear to any thing wherein hi6 con- 
fcience docs not take part, j or that he is thereby at liberty, on any 
private, conference with the memorialift’s adverfary out of court, to de- 
prive him, a true and liege British fubjeft, of the benefit of the laws of 
his country : from which alone he experts redrefs in this honourable 
court. 

THOs HAMILTON. 

A true Copy. 

Signed J. MAY, Regiftcr. 


N° XXV. 

The Anfwer of Cornelius Goodwin, Efquire, Alderman, and late 
Mayor of Calcutta, to the Memorial of Mr. Thomas Hamilton ; 
addreffed to the Honourable the Mayor’s Court of Calcutta. Dated 
37th June 1769. 

To David Killican, Efquire, &c. Members of the Honourable the 
Mayor’s Court. 

Gentlemen, 

Mr. Thomas Hamilton having prefented to this honourable court a 
memorial, fetting forth fome pretended injuries or grievances received 
from me, or through my means, refpefting a fuit he commenced in 
this honourable court againft Ramababoo, on or about the month of 
June laft paft, and it appearing to me, that I am greatly injured in 
the reprefentation of thofe grievances, I think it incumbent on me, for 
my own juftification, to acquaint this honourable court with the feveral 
circumftances relating thereto, as far as I can recollcft after fo great a 
diftance of time} and fhall then leave it to the judgment of this honourable 
court, how far I have merited the memorialift’s accufations. 

I admit, that the memorialift did apply to me, as the then mayor, 
for a warrant to oblige Ramababoo to give bail in the fuit commenced 
againft him by the laid memorialift } and in confcquence of faid appli- 
cation I granted a warrant, but feveral creditable and reiponfible 

people 


■ Calcutta, 
i^thjune 1769. 
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people coming ) loortly after to me, and ajfuring me that the Paid Rama- 
baboo was a man of fubdance and property, and not about to depart 
the jurifdi&ion of this honourable court ; and as a confirmation of what 
they had allured me, the faid Ramababoo having produced at the fame 
time feveral intcrcft bonds to a confiderable amount, for monies lent 
by him to feveral gentlemen in the fettlement, I was induced to put a 
flop to the execution of the faid Warrant: and the fuccceding court day I 
verbally related the foregoing circumltances, in juftification ot my conduit 
upon the occafion, to the members then with me upon the bench, who 
made no objection thereto. 

Refpeiting the memorial ill's reprefentation of being informed by his 
attorney, Mr. Whittall, that it was not in his power to do what he con- 
ceived he ought for the memorialid, forafmuch as he was brow-beat 
and intimidated by me, and even threatened to be expelled the court 
on the occafion, I do mod folemnly declare tkefe affertions of Mr. 
Whittall’s to be falfc; and, to the bed of my remembrance, I faid 
nothing more to him upon the occafion, than blaming him for advifing 
his client to apply for the warrant, and recommending to him to be 
cautious in future in his application for warrants of that kind. I mud 
beg leave alfo to remark, that it appears (by the fird part of the me- 
morialill’s reprefentation on this head) the memorialid had not been 
informed by his attorney, Mr. Whittall, for fome time, of what had 
pafled in the court relative to the warrant being fupcrfcdedj or even 
till the memorialid had applied to his faid attorney upon the occafion, 
when he charged him with having been neglcCted by him. How Mr. 
Whittall accounted for this omiffion, I can’t pretend to fay ; but I am 
inclined to think, he would not have deterred informing his client with 
what he afterwards did, as is fet forth by the memorialid, if it had been 
real j nor was it judifiable in him to omit giving his client the earlied 
notice of the warrant being fuperfeded, together with the reafon which 
was affigned for it. 

The memorialid’s reprefentation, refpedting a declaration of mine in 
open court, that his oath ought not to be taken, and his affidavit not ad- 
mitted, doth, in my opinion, confute itlelf) it evidently appearing, that I 
laid the blame entirely on Mr. Whittall for applying for tne warrant, and 
therefore could not, with the lead propriety, point at the memorialid * 
nor had I any right, without the concurrence of the other member* upon 
the bench, to exprefs myfclf in lb dictatorial a manner as is fet forth by 
(he memorialid. 


F 


In 



42 APPENDIX. 

In anfwer to the memorialift’s reprefenting his having been very lately 
advifed by his attorney, Mr. Whittall, that I, as an alderman, did, on 
or about the 30th day of May foft, in public court declare, that the faid 
Mr. Whittall had drawn m the memorialift to fwear to an affidavit to 
make a man give bail, and had perfuaded the memorialift to fwear to the 
fame, I beg leave to fet forth to this honourable court the circumftancc 
that occafioned the memorialift’s name to be mentioned that day in courts 
and which was as follows. 

Mr. Killican, the prefent Mayor, being then upon the bench, was 
obferving to Mr. Miller and myfelf, that he ftiould be cautious in future 
how he granted warrants, as he had reafon to apprehend they were, too 
frequently applied for without proper foundation. In confequence of 
this, I faid (without the leaft intention of injuring the memorialift) that 
I recollected Mr. Whittall had prevailed upon the memorialift to- apply 
laft year for a warrant, which afterwards appeared to me to be unne- 
ceffary: and this, to the beft of my remembrance and belief, was all 
that was faid upon the fubjedt. I mult now beg leave to inform this 
honourable court, that the next day, or two days after the above con- 
verfation, the memorialift came to my houfe, feemingly in great wrath, 
and challenged me with having faid in court, at the. time aforel'aid, that 
he had taken a falfe oath. My anfwer to him was, that I had not faid 
fo. Whereupon he told me, that Mr. Whittall was his author; and 
that he, the memorialift, was ready to fwear it. About half an hour 
after the memorialift left my houfe, I went to the court-houfe, where I 
accidentally met Mr. Whittall, and took that opportunity to tax himr 
with what the memorialift had told me, as aforefaid: to which he replied, 
that he did not tell the memorialift any fuch thing. I then aflured him r 
that the memorialift had faid fo; and in confequence of it concluded, 
that he would have cleared up the point with the memorialift, and that 
I ftiould have heard no more of it- 

^Haying adhered ftridtly to truth in the foregoing relation, by way of 
reply to the feveral accusations fet forth againft me by the memorialift,. 
in his faid memorial, 1 flatter myfelf with not having merited any part 
of the faid accufations ; and that I ftiall ftand exculpated therefrom by. 
this honourable court, as likewife from having any intentions of in- 
juring the memorialift. 

In regard to Mr. Whittall, I can’t help faying, that I look upon him* 
to have boen the promoter of the injurious accufations, and humbly 
conceive his proceeding in the cafe to be very unwarrantable in the. 
charatler of an attorney of this honourable court ; and doubt not, upon 

dut 



APPENDIX. 4, 

due confideration, that proper notice will be taken of it by the mem- 
bers of this honourable court, to whofe judgment I fubmit mylelf j and 
am, with all due refpeft, 

Gentlemen, 

Your moll obedient fervant, 

Calcutta, 27th June 1 7^9. CORNEL'; GOODWIN. 


A true Copy. 


J. MAY, rcgifter. 


N° XXVI. 

The Memorial of Alexander Jephfon, Efquirc, to the Honourable 
the Court of Directors of the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the*Eaft Indies } with the opinion of Sir Wil- 
liam De Grey, Sir Fletcher Norton, and Charles Saycr, Efquirc, 
thereupon. 

To the Honourable Court of Directors of the United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies. 

The Memorial of Alexander Jephfon, late of Bengal, Merchant, hut 

now of London. 


Shbweth, * 

That your memorialift, in the year 1761, went to Bengal under free 
■merchants covenants by your permiffion granted in that year; and 
•during his refidence there, and in the year 1766, he married Mrs. 
Gallopine, widow and executrix of the late Peter Gallopinc of Calcutta, 
whofe eftate your memorialift found in great confulion, and large de- 
mands againft it j and your memorialift examined and perufed his books 
of accounts with as much care and attention as they would admit of, they 
having been very irregularly kept, and no balance of his cafli book having 
been fttuck for fome years. 

That it appeated to your memorialift on fuch examination, that it 
was impoJlible any judgment could be formed of his affairs by the ftate 
of the books at the time of his death, although it was cruelly reported 
that Mr. Gallopine had died worth money, which report has been of 

F 2 great 
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great detriment to the creditors of the eftate as well as to your memo* 
rialift ; tor, upon making up the accounts of the faid eftate, your me- 
morialift found the fame greatly infolvent to the amount of near a lack 
of rupees •, and in confequence of there not being fufficient affets to fa- 
tisfy all the creditors on the eftate, your memorialift, and his wife as 
executrix, had feveral fuits commenced againft them in the Mayor’s 
Court at Calcutta. 

That in the year 1 767, your memorialift and his wife intended to 
come to England, and had engaged their paffage, but were prevented 
by the Mayor’s Court, who called upon your memorialift to give fecu- 
rity, on leaving the country, for the amount of all the debts and de- 
mands on Mr. Gallopine’s eftate ; alledging, that as the executrix had' 
paid feveral debts in full, the ought to pay the remainder, or make an 
equal dividend of the eftate, and that fo much as was overpaid of what 
the dividend would have amounted to, muft be paid out of her own- 
feparate eftate : to this your memorialift anfwered, in behalf of the exe- 
cutrix, that fuch debts as were paid were juft demands, and not dis- 
puted, and were paid by her as they were demanded, before any fuits 
1 were commenced , and before it was known that the eflate was infolvent , 
and on a J'uppoJition that there would be fufficient ajfets to anfwer the 
whole demands on faid ejlate : your memorialift alfo acquainted the 
court, that there was a large fum of money due to the executrix on account 
of her marriage Jettlement with Mr. Gall opine, which was her own proper 
money , and fettled upon her before her intermarriage with Mr. Ga/lopine , 
and vt fed in the hands of trufiees , which Mr. Gallopine afterwards pojfejfed 
himfel/ of , by being attorney for one oj the trufiees , without the know- 
ledge or emfent of the executrix , and thereby your memorial'll became the 
great ejl creditor : that as all the effetts had been accounted for which came 
to the hands of the executrix, and your mcmorialijl , their demanding Juch 
J'ecurities from your memorialifi on an infolvent eftate , was unjufl and 
contrary to law , and therefore your memorialift refufed to comply with 
giving fuch fecurities : the court then obliged your memorialift to make 
an affidavit in court, that your memorialift would ftay another year for 
fhe fatisfattion of the creditors, which your memorialift was compelled 
to comply with, or he would have been fent to prifon } which compul- 
fion has been a great expencc and lofs to your memorialift. 

The court then promifed they would hear the caufcs in the courle of 
the twelve months, and that your memorialift Ihould not be detained 
any longer on account of thefe affairs. 

That your memorialift gave public notice for all perforrt having de- 
mands on the faid eftate, to make them 00 or before the 1 ft of Septem- 
ber, 
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ber, that your memorialift might not be prevented coming to England 
the next year; and, aa it appeared the Banyan, who had the manage- 
ment of Mr. Gallopine’s affaiis in his life-time, had not given in proper 
and clear accounts, and had affured the executrix that there would be 
J'ufficient ajflets to pay all the debts on the ejlate , bejides ber own money due 
by virtue of the fettlement , your memorialift, fufpc&ing him guilty of 
fome fraud, caufed a bill to be filed againft him for the difeovery of 
the effects, and alio to fktisfy the creditors, who ftill could not be per- 
fuaded that the eftate Was infolvtent, though your memorialift filed his 
account of the eftate in the Mayor’6 Court in Oftober ; and your me- 
morialift afterwards delivered in all the books, papers, and accounts be- 
longing to the faid Peter Gallopine’s eftate to the Regifter of the Mayor's 
Court, by order of the court, for the infpedtion of the creditors. 

That the next year, in February 1768, your memorialift was pre- 
paring to come to England when leveral of the creditors, who then had 
fuits depending in the Mayor’s Court, filed a new bill againft the exe- 
cutrix and your memorialift ; and though they made the debts amount 
to about 25,000 rupees, they drew out an account of what a dividend 
would produce, and again demanded a fecurity from your memorialift 
of about 78,000 rupees. 

That your memorialift had often attended the court in the courfe 
©f the twelve months, and acquainted them that it was his firm intention 
to leave Bengal that fealon, and prefcnted feveral petitions requefting 
they, would finiflv the affairs, agreeable to their affurances of laft year „ 
alfo of his having taken a paffage on board The Northington, Cap- 
tain Sealy, who' was to fail the latter end of February, or beginning of 
March, in order to bring them to a conclufion, as your memorialift 
found he could be of no further fervice to the eftate, and his own af- 
fairs requiring his prefence in Europe, befides that his health had been, 
much impaired; and upon this bill being filed on the 19th of I* ebruary 
1768, a few days only before your memorialift was to embark, the 
court iffued out a warrant, called a iVe exeat regno, which was in tha 
words following l 

“ By the Honourable the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta at Fort Wit- 
“ liam in Bengal : 

“ To the Sheriff of Calcutta aforefaid, and thediftrift thereof* greeting: 

“ Becaufe we have received certain intelligence that Alexander 
* Tcphfon and Philadelphia his wife, who is widow and executrix of 

“ Peter 
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** Peter Gallopine, late of Calcutta aforefaid, merchant, deceafed, pro- 
“ pole immediately to depart out of the jurifdidlion, or out of the reach 
“ of the proccfs of this Court, towards part9 beyond feas, to the very 
“ g rca t damage of this Court, and of the fuitors of this Court; and 
“ this Court being willing and defirous to prevent the fame, you arc 
“ commanded by this Court, that without any delay you make the faid 
“ Alexander Jephfon and Philadelphia his wife perfonally to come be - 
“ fore you ana find fufficient bail, under a certain penalty by you to 
“ be rcafonably impofed, for which they will anfwer to this Court, that 
“ they or either of them (hall not prefume or attempt to depart towards 
“ parts beyond feas, or out of the jurifdidtion, or out of the reach of 
“ the procefs of this Court, without the fpecial licence of this Court, 
“ in contempt or to the prejudice or damage of this Court, or of the 
“ fuitors thereof ; and if this they (hall refufe to do before you, then 
“ do you immediately commit the faid Alexander Jephfon and Phila- 
“ delphia his wife to the prifon at Calcutta aforefaid, in the fame to be 
<( kept in clofc cuftody until they do this voluntarily ; and when you 
“have fo taken fuch bail or fecurity, do you certify this court thereof 
“ clearly and diftindly under your feal, at the fame time returning this 
“ writ to this Court. — Given under the hands and feals of Cornelius 
“ Goodwin, Efq; Mayor, and of Mr. David Killican, one of the alder- 
“ men of Calcutta aforefaid, and under the feal of the faid Court, this 
ninteenth day of February, in the year of our Lord 1768. 

(Signed “ CORNELIUS GOODWIN, Mayor. (L. S ) 

" DAVID KILLICAN, Alderman. (L. S.) 

« (L. S.) JOHN HOLME, regiftcr. 

*• Take good bail for current rupees feventy-eight thoufand fix hundred 
“ forty-four, arid four annas, and one pice/’ 


This proceeding your memorialift looked upon as illegal, and would 
not comply with ; in confequence of which your memorialift was ar- 
refted by the Sheriff by virtue of the above warrant, and committed to 
prifon, without being allowed twenty-four hours to procure bail. ' 
Your memorialift immediately applied to the Governor and Council of 
Calcutta for redrefs, as per the following letter ; 


“ To 
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* To the Honourable Harry Verelft, Efq; Prelident and Governor, and 
“ the Council of Fort William. 

« Honourable Sir and Sire, 

“ I beg leave to inform you, that by virtue of an illegal warrant it 
#c fued from the Honourable the Mayor's Court, under the hands and feals 
M of Cornelius Goodwin, Efq; Mayor, and Mr. David Killican, one of 
“ the Aldermen, I am this day committed a clofe prifoner to the jail of 
this town, which puts me under the difagreeable neceffity of requiring 
“ your immediate protedion as an inhabitant of this fcttlement, under the 
“ protedion of the Honourable Company as a free merchant, and likewife 
“ as a fubjed of the king of Great Britain, that I may be properly redreffed, 
and proceed to England in The Northington, Captain Sealy, agreeable 
M to the permiflion you have been pleafed to give me. 

M I am, with the greateft refped, 

“ Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

“ Your moll obedient fervant, 

(Signed) “ ALEXANDER jEPHSON.” 

In the Jail of Calcutta,. 

23d February 1768.. 

But they informed your memorialill that nothing but decrees regu- 
larly appealed from were cognizable by them, as per the following, 
letter : 

** To Mr. Alexander Jcphfon- 

“SIR, 

“ I am direded by ’ the Honourable the Prcfident and Council to ao, 
“ knowledge receipt of your letter of this date ; and to acquaint you in. 
“ 5fply» that your application to them can only be as Governor and 
“ Council, or as a Court of Appeals ; in the latter cafe, nothing but 
" decrees in the Mayor’s Court, regularly appealed through all the 
“ forms, are cognizable by them : in the former cafe, as the Mayor's. 
“ Court, a king’s court of record, is no ways dependent on them in 

« their 
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■V their judicial capacity, nor no ways anfwerable for their proceedings 
u they, as a governor and council, have no right to interfere, even in an 
" illegal aft. 


“ I am, SIR, 

« Your moft hunble fcrvant, 

(Signed) “ SIMEON DROZ, fecretary* 
Fort William, 23d February 1768. 

That the attorney for your memorialift during fuch confinement waited 
fevcral times on Mr. Droz the fheriff, and afked what bail was required 
for the enlargement of your memorial'] ft and his wife, who fometime* 
referred him to the court, fometimes to the plaintiffs, and fometimes to 
the Mayor. 

That your memorialift’s attorney then informed Cornelius Goodwin, 
Efq; Mayor, and Mr. Droz the fheriff, he was come to depofit the 
78,000 rupees, the fum marked in the writ, in the Company's treafury, 
or any other fum which fhould be required ; but they abfolutely refufed 
to accept of fuch or any other fecurity whatfoever. 

That the laid Cornelius Goodwin, in the courfe of the proceedings 
againft your memorialift in the faid Mayor’s Court, did frequently de- 
clare that your memorialift fhould be detained in the country; and 
when your memorialift’s faid attorney Rated to the court the illegality 
of fuch proceedings, and that they were not agreeable to the laws of 
England, he the faid Cornelius Goodwin declared, That they had no- 
thing to do with the laws of England there ; that the laws of England 
were never made for them ; and declared be would not fo much as hear the 
laws of England named while be fat upon that bench: That the faid Cor- 
nelius Goodwin, Mayor, and David Killican and John Levett, two of 
the aldermen, had a converlation with the fheriff; and your memo- 
rialift’s attorney waited upon the fheriff, who informed him that your 
memorialift would be releafed on giving fecurity for' the money.; where- 
upon your memefrialift’s attorney, by order of your memorialift, offered 
Mr. Williamfon to be fecurity, who wa6 then accepted of ; but the next 
morning the Mayor informed your memorialift’s attorney, that the fheriff 
would not accept of any fecurity, without an order of court, for the enlarge- 
ment of your memorialift and his wife. 
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That a court was then fummoncd ( ift March) at which was prefcnt the 
Mayor, and Meflrs. Lear, Killican, Cator, and Levett, aldermen, when 
bail was again offered by your memorialift’s attorney; and Mr. Woodward, 
one of the aldermen, declared in open court he would be (ecurity for the 
78,000 rupees, which was refused : whereupon your memorialift’s at- 
torney and Mr. Woodward then afkc;d wh?t bail was required ; but the 
court would fix on no fum; and faid Bail wfuld not be taken, as other fnitt 
and demands might afterwards hr made on tU eftute, and that nothing but 
your memorialijt' s prefence in perfon to anfwer the caujes depending in court 
•would be fatisfaftory ; and your memorialift received a letter from the 
Sheriff to that purpofe (a copy of which is as follows) : 

“ To Alexander Jephfon, Efq; 

“SIR, 

“ I have received your note, and am to acquaint you in reply, that 
4 * the court has acquainted me, nothing but your prefence and that of 
<* Mrs, Jephfon’s, to anfwer in perfon to the fcvcral caufes depending 
“ in court can be fatisfaftory to them : in fhort, I am not, nor cannot 
“ take notice of any thing for your enlargement, but a fpecial authority 
“ from the court directing me to releafe Mrs. Jephfon and you. It 
“ gives me much pain to be obliged to conform to orders of fo fevcrc a 
** nature. 


** I am, SIR, 

“ Your mpft humble fervant, 

(Signed) “ SIMEON DROZ, Sheriff.” 

44 iff March X768.” 

On receipt of which letter your memorialift immediately wrote to the 
Mayor as follows, but received no anfwer thereto. 

41 To Cornelius Goodwin, Efq; Mayor. 

* « S I R, 

“ I have juft now received a note from Mr. Droz, that he cannot 
“ releafe me on any account without an order from you or the court: 
4 ‘ Mr. Thomas Woodward and Mr. William Harwood will be my fe- 

G “ curity 
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“ curity to anfwer to the decrees againft Mr. Gallopine’s eftate, and 
“ this is what I underftand is all the Court want} therefore, Sir, I de- 
“ fire you will fend orders to Mr. Droz to releafe me on thefe gentlemens 
“ becoming my fecurity, or let me know what I am to do, or what is 
“ further wanted of me : thofe gentlemen defire to know when you will 
** be at home, and they will wait on you to juftify as my fecurity. I requeft 
" your immediate anfwer ; and am, 

“SIR, 

“ Your moft humble fervant, 

(Signed) « ALEXANDER JEPHSON * 

» 

** Calcutta, March ift, 1768 * 

Your memorialift was therefore to confider himfelf as a prifoner for 
life, as the Court might always make the fame plea as the prefent, That 
other fails and demands might afterwards be made on the ejiate : and as 
your memorialift was confcious he had done his duty in the manage- 
ment of the eftate ; and that thefe proceedings were contrary to the re- 
gular courfe of law and juftice > and that your memorialift had no hopes 
of ever being redreffed in India } and that by a continuance there 
under thefe cruel circumftances it might put a period to the life of your 
memorialift, who only wanted juftice and equity to take place : there- 
fore your memorialift having given his bond- to the Sheriff for the liberty 
of his houfe, on the 2d of March left his houfe, and got into his boat 
with intent to go on board The Northington, having the Governor and. 
Council’s permiffion, and his baggage fent on board ; but on his way 
to the fhip in the river, and near to Ingellee, the next day, the 3d of 
March, in the evening, your memorialift s boat was boarded by a mi- 
litary ferjeant and foldiers, with fixed bayonets, piftols, and other arms 
alfo the Sheriff’s officer with the filver oar, who produced the orders of the 
Governor and Council to Captain Sealy and all commanders under the 
Englilh protection, (a copy of which order is as follows) : 

“ Mr. Alexander Jephfon and Philadelphia his wife having fled 
“ from juftice, in defiance of tne laws of the land, I am directed by 
“ the Honourable the Prefident and Council to acquaint you, that you 
“ are on no account to receive them on board your fhip} and if they 
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" are on board, you arc immediately on receipt of this to deliver them up 
“ to the fherifF s officer. 

“ By order of the Honourable the Prefident and Council, 
(Signed) " EDWARD BABER, affiftant fecrctary. 

“ Fort William, the ad March 1768.” 

And in this manner your memorialift and his wife were forced back 
to Calcutta, and immediately committed clofe prifoners by the ftieriff ; and 
your memorialift was thereby deprived of going in The Northington, 
which was a very great lofs to your memorialift and his affairs. 

Your memorialift was furprized to find the Governor and Council 
fhould iffue out fuch orders, after their anfwers to your memorialift on 
thefe affairs; and your memorialift addreffed them again during con- 
finement, by letters dated the 7th and 14th of March, and laid the 
cafe before them ; alfo requefted fuch letters might be forwarded to this 
Honourable Court ; to which your memorialift received the fame an- 
fwer as before. 

Your memorialift and his wife remaining in prifon, many applica- 
tions were made to the Court, the Mayor, and Sheriff, for their en- 
largement, as there was only one fhip more, The Admiral Pocock, 
Captain Riddle, to be difpatched that ieafon ; when the Court at laft 
thought proper to enlarge your memorialift on the 1 8th of March, on 
giving the fame bail which he had offered before, but which was refufed , 
and fecurity-bonds to anfwer the monies due to the eftates of fcveral de- 
ceafed perfons, to fome of whom Mr. Gajlopine was executor, and to 
others adminiftrator. 

In confequence of thefe proceedings your memorialift, who together 
with his wife are now in England, was obliged to leave his effects in 
Bengal in the hands of his bail for their indemnification ; and having 
(previous to the iffuing the ne exeat regno) taken his paffage on board 
The Northington, your memorialift forfeited his paffage-money, which 
he had actually paid, and which amounted to near 500I. although your 
memorialift and his wife came home in another fhip, (The Pocock). 

Your memorialift, fince his arrival in England, has employed an 
eminent attorney to draw up the cafe, and had the then Attorney Ge- 
neral Mr. De Grey and Sir Fletcher Norton’s opinion thereon; who 
declare the ne exeat , and the proceedings of the faid Mayor’s Court, to 
be illegal, arbitrary, and moft oppreffive ; whofe opinions your me- 
morialift is ready to lay before this Honourable Court when called for ; 

G 2 alfo 
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alfo all the other original letters and papers relative to thefe proceedings ; 
and alio is ready to verify the above charges by affidavits, or in fuch other 
tpanner as your Honours lhall direct. 

Tour memorialijl mojl humbly prays your Honours to take his cafe into 
confideration, and that an enquiry may be had into the conduct and 
proceedings oj Cornelius Goodwin the late Mayor , and the feveral 
other Aldermen of the Mayors Court at Calcutta , whofe conduft as 
judges thereof have been mojl arbitrary and opprejjive in the courfe of 
the proceedings again ft your memorialijl ; and to order home tlx [aid 
Cornelius Goodwin late Mayor, together with David Killican, Aider- 
man, and Simeon Droz the Sheriff', who have been mojl aft ive in op- 
pr effing and injuring your memorialijl, in order to anfwer here for 
the fame for af much as your memorialijl cannot hope for any tedrefs in 
the premtjes in the Mayors Court at Calcutta, and cannot eminence 
any Juit againjl them here whilft they are abroad } and that the bail 
which your memorialijl was compelled to give to the faid Court for all 
demands made upon the ejlate of the faid Peter Gallopine, deCeafed, 
who being infolvent, and your memorialijl the great ejl creditor, may 
be ordered to be dij'charged , in order that he may be enabled to 
recover his effefts from Bengal ; and to grant fuch further relief to 
your memorialijl as to your Honours Jhallfeem meet. 

And your memorialill will ever pray, flee. 

ALEXANDER JEPHSON. 

London, ad March 1771. 

Mr. Sayer’s opinion. 

Mr. Saycr is defired to perufe the memorial of Mr. Alexander Jephfon, 
left herewith, and his opinion is defired. 

Query I. whether the ne exeat regno granted by the Mayor’s Court 
aga'mft Mr. Jephfon and his wife was legal, and efpecially as it appears 
they were executors of an infolvent eftate, and that the fame iflued without 
any proof before the court to warrant fuch a proceeding ? 

Anfwer. I have read the memorial of Mr. Alexander Jephfon, and 
if there is no realon to doubt the fails therein contained, the ne exeat regno 

is 
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Is not only illegal, but the proceedings relative to Mr. Jephfon and Phi- 
ladelphia his wife, under it, are not founded in juftice, but in wickcdnefs 
and outrage. I am fatisfied in my own mind, that neither Mr. Cornelius 
Goodwin the Mayor, nor Mr. David Killican the Alderman who ligned 
the order of the 1 9th February 1 768 for the committing of Mr. Jephfon and 
wife, without the name of a fingle complainant, could confider it as a 
regular proceeding in a court of juftice, but as an ad of power, for ths 
gratification of their private malice and refentment,. 


Query IT. If the ifluing this writ was illegal, under the circum» 
fiances of this cafe, ought not the Prefident and Council to have ad- 
mitted and received the complaint made by Mr. Jephfon, by way of 
appeal from the order of court by which the writ iftued, which it appears 
they declined doing ; and whether they ought not now fo to do, and give 
the party relief : and upon the whole, what can the Court of Directors do 
in this matter, on Mr. Jephfon’s behalf, and what is advifablc for them to 
do, to prevent fuch illegal pra&ices for the future f 


Anfwer. The Prefident and Council ought to have admitted and 
received the complaint made by Mr. Jephlon by way of appeal, and 
reverfed every proceeding relating to this illegal ne exeat regno ; but fo far 
were they from lb doing, that except the proceedings of the Mayor’s 
Court, nothing could be vvorfethan their anlwer to Mr. Jephfon of the 
23d February 1768, figned Simeon Droz, fecrctary, and their order to the 
Captain of the Northington, of the ad March 1768, figned Edward Baber* 
not to receive Mr. Jephlbn and his wife on board, but immediately deliver 
them to the Sheriff. Such courts of juftice are not only difgraceful to the 
Eaft India Company, but the nation ; and if the Company does not refeue 
the inhabitants in their fet dements from fuch outrage on their properties,, 
under the mail: of juftice, Bengal will be dclbrted. 

I truft there are men better qualified forjudges to be found at Bengal,, 
than either Mr. Goodwin or Mr. Killican, and a very legal and fair oppor- 
tunity offers itl'elf for removing one or both of them from the leat of juftice,. 
which they have folhamefully ddgraced. 

Mr. Jephfon’s memorial ftates, as a faft, that the proceedings were 
complained of to the court as illegal, and not agreeable to the laws of 
Efigland ; and that Mr. Cornelius Goodwin declared, they lad nothing to do 
•with the laws of England there j that they were never made for them ; and 
declared, that he would not fo much as bear the laws of England named while- 
he fat uf>on the bench,. 
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If it can be plainly proved* that Mr. Goodwin, Mr. Killican, or any 
other of their aflociates, the Judges of the Mayor’s Court, ufed, fitting in 
judgment, thefe words, or words to the like effed, they ought to be 
removed from being judges of the court, and upon a complaint in writing, 
in fome perfon’s name, exhibited againft: Mr. Goodwin, or any other of 
the judges, charging the fad above fpecified in writing, and a reafonable 
time given to him or them to make their defence, and being fummoned for 
that purpofe, if the fad is proved upon them, by at leaft two witnefifes, 
they may legally, and ought, for the fake not only of common juftice, but 
common decency, to be difeharged from being judges of the Mayor’s Court, 
and, if poflible, by appointing other judges, prevent the juftice of that 
country from being fo fcandaloufly administered. 

Copy of Sir William De Grey’s Opinion. 

There is fo much irregularity, illegality, and oppreflion in this ftory, 
that I fcarce know how to believe the parties concerned in tranfadting it 
would admit it to be true. I think feveral of the decrees as ftated are 
erroneous, and might be appealed from, the principle of law miftaken, 
fome of the orders of the court unjuft, and the tie exeat illegal. If any of 
the parties are in England, adiens might be brought againft them for their 
parts of the tranfadion, as far as they were illegal ; but before a precife 
remedy can be pointed out, it would be neceffary to fee the particular 
proceedings, and to know the.fads with accuracy, and how far they can 
be brought home to any perfon now in England. 

An appeal from this or that order or decree, or a petition for leave to 
appeal, would not give a full and adequate relief, and would be attended 
with great cxpence. 

The India Company are fo defirous of eftablifhing a free courfe of juftice 
in their fettlcments, that if the matter is as ftated, I cannot but think a 
memorial to them for a reftitution and fatisfadion, might produce a 
completer remedy than a procefs at law. 

Copy of Sir Fletcher Norton’s Opinion. 

I think there may be cafes where it may be legal to detain a perfon in 
India, and to iiTue writs of the nature with the prefent } but upon this flate 
of fads, all the proceedings againft Mr. and Mrs. Jephfon feem to be 
illegal, arbitrary, and molt oppreffive ; and if there is any doubt of 
obtaining redrefs by the ordinary courfe of proceedings in this country, 
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it may be advifable to bring the whole hither by appeal or by way of 
criminal complaint againft the mayor and others, who nave been actors in 
thefe oppreffions. 


No XXVII. 

The Cafe of Mr. Richard Whittall j with the opinion of John Donning, 

Efquire, thereon. 

Mr. Richard Whittall, an attorney of the Court of King’s Bench,, with 
the leave of the Eaft India Company, fome time in April 1764, failed for 
India, as a free merchant, in order to refide at Calcutta, in Bengal. And 
on the 6th day of March 1767, he was admitted, and fworn one of the 
attorniesof the Mayor’s Court there, agreeably to the pra&icc of the court > 
where, by his diligence and good behaviour, he acquired great reputation,, 
and by his pra&ice procured a very genteel income. * 

The Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, in Bengal, is by his Majefty’s charter 
appointed a court of record, for hearing and determining all civil fuits, 
aftions, and pleas, with power to appoint officers and minifters ; and 
the court is enjoined to adhere ftridtly to the laws of England, in all 
foch matters as fliould come before them, for their determination. The 
court confifts of a Mayor and nine Aldermen, eletted, by virtue of the 
charter, by the Governor and Council j and being either free merchants, 
or fervants of the Company, and many of them holding offices imme- 
diately under the Governor, and others being indulged by him with 
the liberty of private trade, or other favours, they arc therefore fubjeit 
to the influence and controul of the Governor and Council. And fo 
great is fuch influence, that a Governor has been, known, by his pri- 
vate mandate, to put a flop to a trial at law which was hearing in the 
court, all the proceedings being gone through, and the faid court 
about to pafs judgment thereon. And it is likewife notorious,, 
that if the Governor or Council fliould have any pique or animo- 
fity againft any of the attomics of the Mayor’s Court, private appli- 
cation has been made by them to the Mayor and Aldermen for the dif- 
miffion of fuch perfons } infomuch that the attornies of the faid court 
have found it hazardous to undertake a fuit, efpecially in matters of ar- 
bitrary proceedings, or oppreffion, wherein the Governor, the Council, 

os 
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or any of their favourites have been in the lcaft interefted, on “behalf of 
defendants. 

About the time of Mr. Whittall’s admiffion as attorney of the Mayor’s 
Court at Calcutta, Mr. Cornelius Goodwin, then an Alderman (fince 
Mayor of the faid Court) did declare, that -He, the faid Cornelius Good- 
win, “ would take care, when he came to the Mayoralty, that Mr. 

Whittall Ihould not long remain in the office of an attorney of the 
“ faid court ; for that he would get him difmiffed, in order to have 
** one Mr. Driver, an intimate of his own, admitted in his flead,” or 
words to that effed. At this time 'the faid court would only admit four 
attornies to pradife in Calcutta; and it it 'is well known that the faid 
Cornelius Goodwin has often affumed to himfelf the office of determin- 
ing in a private manner, at his own houfe, fuits which ought to have 
been brought on in the public court ; and has declared, that if the par- 
ties would aply to him alone, he would 'fettle matters without the 
tedious bufinefs of the law: for which he had his own private views, as 
plainly appeared, and has actually, while Mayor, prejudiced, in fuch 
unwarrantable manner, the caufes of feveral perfons applying ; letting 
at naught the laws of England, and holding them in contempt, by 
which, as a judge, he ought to ‘have been direded : faying, u That 
4 ‘ England was a great way off ; that they had nothing to do with its 
; 4 ‘ laws there;” (meaning the faid court, where he, the faid Cornelius 
■Goodwin, then fat as Mayor) “ That the laws of England were never 
** made for India ; and that while he prefided on the bench, he would 
** not fo much as hear the laws of England mentioned in that court," 
or words to "that purport or effed. Farther, that when the faid Cor- 
nelius Goodwin was eleded Mayor, in order to day a foundation for 
carrying his purpofes, declared againft Mr. Whittall the more readily 
into execution, he did 1 frequently intimidate and reprehend the faid 
Mr. Whittall, in the courfc of fuch fuits as he was concerned in; and 
which, as Mayer of the faid court, came before him in a judicial way, 
With threats of difmiffion and other fuch menaces; forbidding him to 
fpeak on behalf of his laid clients, to the great injury not only of the 
fuitors of the faid court, but alfo of the faid Mr. Whittall, both in his 
pradice and reputation; decreafing thereby the number of his clients, 
who feared on fuch account to entruft him with their caufes, and confe- 
quently diminishing his gains and profits by his profeffion, ’ • 

And, First, Mr. Whittall being employed for one Rajah Nundcomar, 
ari inhabitant of Calcutta, againft Johannes Bogdazar, an Armenian mer- 
chant, an intimate friend of Mr. Cornelius Goodwin’s, and concerned 
with him in trade ; the matter being a Suit and crofs fuit, the faid Cor- 
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aelius Goodwin fitting ns Prefident at the hearing of thofc fuits, fomc 
time in Jone or July 1 768, both fuits were decreed againfl Rajah Nmul- 
cotnar, Me. WhittaU’s client, with cods to be paid to the other party 
but the find Rajah Nundcomar thinking himfelf thereby injured, ordered 
his attorney, Mr. Whittall, to appeal from the faid decrees (as war- 
ranted by law) to the court of appeals, confiding of the Governor atwl 
-Council at Fort WiUkm. But upon the certificates of fitch appeal* 
being fent to, and read in the Mayor’s Court, as ufual, the faid Cor- 
nelius Goodwin, then Mayor, and by office one of the Judges of the 
(aid Court, broke forth into a violent and unfeemly fit of rage, and then 
and there abufed the faid Mr. Whittall, who moved to have the fuits 
marked with the word [appealed] agreeably to the practice of the faid 
court; and declared, ** Tnat Mr. Whittall ought to be expelled from 
** being an attorney of the (aid court, for daring to appeal the caufes 
u abovenamed ; for that he was not fit to be an attorney of that courr, 
“ and had only advifed filch appeals, in order to put his client to ex- 
4 ‘ penceS}” and aflerted, that Mr. Whittall ought to be difmifled on 
that account. And, in fad, had not the other Aldermen, then upon 
the bench, proved more moderate, he would then and there have been 
difmifled from his office and pra&ice. 

Neverthelefs the decrees of the Mayor’s Court in thefe caufes were er- 
roneous: and when the faid caufes were heard before the court of ap- 
peals, the Governor and Council thought fit to revenfc the fame in favour 
of Mr. Whit tails client. Rajah Nundcomar abovementioned. 

And farther, Mr. Hamilton, furgeon of Calcutta, having employed 
Mr. Whittall in three fuits againfl: a certain merchant, called Ramababoo, 
and others, informed Mr. Whittall that he had fpecial information while 
the fuits were yet depending, that Ramababoo was about to quit the coun- 
try; and defired Mr. Whittall to prepare affidavits, and go with him to 
Mr. Goodwin, then Mayor, to fwear him thereto, in order to obtain 
warrants for holding him to bail in the faid fuits, which Mr. Whittall 
accordingly did. Mr. Goodwin fwore him thereto j and on the next 
court day, being the 3d June 1768, Mr. Whittall filed three affidavits 
for this purpole in the Mayor’s Court, moving at the fame time, that 
the defendants lhauld give in bail on or before the next court day, or 
that warrants fliould iflue againfl them in default thereof, which was 
uccordingly granted. But on the next court day, being the 7th June, 
Mr. Goodwin, then Mayor, did with great warmth of fpeech attack 
Mr. Whittall in open court, demanding how he came to apply for a 
warrant ? and when Mr. Whittall, in anfwer, fpecified the reafons and 
informations above recited, quoting the faid affidavits, the laid Mayor 
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faid, in violent anger, “ That fuch affidavits (hould not, or ought not 
to have been taken or admitted ; for that he the faid Cornelius Good- 
“ win had been credibly informed, that Ramababoo was not about to 
“ depart the place, or go out of the jurifdidtion of the faid court; and 
“ that Ramababoo had produced to him bounds from feveral gentlemen 
“ in the fettlement.” And then Mr. Goodwin proceeded to relate the 
natures of the above-mentioned fuits in a manner greatly to the pre- 
judice of the plaintiff, and farther feverely reprehended Mr. Whittall 
for advifing (as he faid) his client to make the faid affidavits; adding. 
That if Mr. Whittall ever appeared concerned again in fuch fuits, he 
“ (hould be difmiffed the court;” obferving, “ that he would turn 
“ over a new leaf with him,” or words to that purport; “ and that 
“ Mr. Hamilton would do better to attend to his gally-pots.” 

Mr. Whittall, being by thele and other fuch, like proceeding much 
injured in his reputation and praftice, did, on the xoth of June 1768, 
fend to Mr. Goodwin the following letter, an attefted copy of which is 
in Mr. Whittall’s poffeffion. 

“To Cornelius Goodwin, Efquire. 

“ S I R, • 

“ The many fevere reproofs, abufes, and threatenings, which you* 
44 have fo repeatedly made ufe of, and thrown out againft me. Without 
“ any juft caufe, have been attended with the worft of confequences ; 
“ (that is to fay) I have not only thereby been injured in my charader, 
“ but have in a great meafure loft my bread. All, or the greateft part 
“ of my clients are clamorous, and fay, that by realbn thereof,, they 
“ dare not, nay it is dangerous to entruft their caufes to my manage- 
“ ment any longer : and feveral of them have actually applied to other at- 
“ tornies, alledging, that it is notpoffible for me to do them juftice, 
“ while I am threatened, abufed, ill treated, and intimidated by you, 
“ as I have already been. I have thereby fuftained coniiderable da- 
“ mages, and am therefore to alk if you chufe to redrefs me in this 
“ matter, not being willing to proceed to extremities without giving 
“ you an opportunity of preventing it; if not, I muft be obliged to ap- 
“ ply for that juftice which by law I am entitled to. I requeft the fc- 
“ your of your anfwer, and am, 

“SIR, 

44 Your obedient fervant, 

“ Calcutta, icth June 1768, RICH. WHITTALL.”' 

After 
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After the receipt of this letter the matter lay dormant till the 30th 
May 1 7691 during which time Mr. Goodwin altered his behaviour in 
fuch manner as if he had repented of the injuries he had done the faid 
Mr. Whittall. But at the fame time, in the Mayor’s Court, where Mr. 
Cornelius Goodwin had formerly prefided as Mayor, being then an Al- 
derman, he declared, among other things, “ That Mr. Whittall had 
** drawn Mr. Hamilton in, and perfuaded him to make an affidavit the 
«* laftyear to hold a man at bail.” Upon which Mr. Whittall allured 
him, that he had not ; and feeing Mr. Hamilton in the hall, acquainted 
him with this injurious and fcandalous accufation. 

And about the 1 ith July 1769, Mr. Hamilton, by his attorney, Mr. 
George Sparks, . moved to file and read in laid court a memorial of 
grievances, which before had been rejefted ; but being left by delire 
of the court, Mr. Cornelius Goodwin had obtained a copy * thereof, 
and having framed an addrefs (with the afliftancc of his faid friend Mr. 
Driver) in anfwer thereto, read it in court J- upon the very fame day. 
The faid Mr. Whittall was therein accufed ot feveral falfc charges; 
which being called upon to vindicate himfelf from, he was farther told, 
that he was looked on as the firft mover of all this (meaning Mr. Ha- 
milton’s memorial, &c.) and might expert to be difmilfcd ; which had 
then and there been done, but that Mr. Whittall prayed the faid me-, 
morial and anfwer thereto might be filed and entered on record, and 
that the regifter might give him copies, in order that he might be pre- 
pared to make his defence. This being debated, Mr. Cornelius Goodwin 
exclaimed aloud, “ That it was no fuit; — that there was no fuit com- 
“ raenced,” — abfolutely objecting to the filing or entering the faid 
papers upon record, as in fuch cafes is ufual ; nor would allow that the 
Regifter Ihould deliver any copies of them to Mr. Whittall ; but faid, 
he would take his anfwer home, to be there tranferibed, and then fend 
Mr. Whittall a copy, or he might take a copy thereof himfelf. Mr. 
John Levett, then an Alderman, called the faid Mr. Whittall an incen- 
diary •: adding, with a fneer, “ That he might have copies, as he ap- 
“ plied, and might form what defence he could, which the court would 
“ doubtlefs conuder;” which fpeech was delivered, as if the faid Mr, 
Levet thought fuch defence would but little avail Mr. Whittall. 
length however the faid memorial and anfwer, though not filed, were 
ordered to be recorded, and the faid Mr. Whittall allowed to take co- 
pies thereof from the Regifter. On Tuefday the 18th July 1769, Mr.' 

♦ See the Memorial of Thomas Hamilton, N® XXV. 

t See the Anfwer of Mr. Cornelius Goodwin, N°XXVI. 
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Whittall moved the faid court to file and read his petition and temon- 
ftrance on the faid memorial of Mr. Hamilton*, and the anfwer of the 
laid Mr. Goodwin ; but the motion was over-rulfed, and it was ordered 
to be taken back again unread, the faid Cornelius Goodwin leaving the 
court in an abrupt manner before the faid papers were prefen ted. Bui 
Mr. Tofeph Cator, Alderman, gave it as his opinion, that they lhould 
by all means be filed and entered upon record. On Friday the 21ft 
July, Mr. Whittall again prefented his faid remonftrance to David Kil- 
lican, E (quire, then Mayor, and the members of the court ; praying, 
that the fame might be filed and read ; as alfo that Mr. Hamilton’s me- 
morial and the anfwer of Mr. Goodwin might be filed, and entered' 
upon record ; but this was again refufed, Mr. Goodwin* contrary to 
his ufual cuftom, again abfenting hitnfelf from the court. But Mr. 
Cator maintaining his opinion of the propriety of filing the papers 
above-mentioned, farther moved the court. But this motion was again 
over-ruled by the Mayor ; who fommoned, however a full court for 
the next court-day, to confider of the matter. And on Friday the 23d 
of July, the fame motion was made a third time: when the faid Mr. 
Goodwin, after fome confutation with the Mayor and fome of the Al- 
dermen upon the bench, at length confented to have it read. On which 
the laid Mr. Whittall read the papers aforementioned, and procured 
the faid memorial, anfwer and remonftrance to be filed and entered on 
record: the Mayor obferving, during the debate, “That they ought 
" to (hilly the honour of the court, and that he thought the affair 
“ might be fettled without fuch filing and reading, or the papers ap- 
*• pearing upon record.” Moreover, Mr. Goodwin faid, “ That he 
“ never luppoled or expelled it would have come to this pitch, or this 
“ length." 

Then the Regifter was ordered to mark the faid memorial of Mr. 
Hamilton, and the anfwer of Mr. Goodwin, as filed on the nth July 
1 769, and the petition and remonftrance of Mr. Whittall on the 28th 
day of the fame month as aforefaid. It is to be obferved, that Mr. 
Goodwin, who at this court repeated his affertion of Ramababoo’s being 
a man of property, &c. did not do it without foundation ; for he had 
lent the faid Mr. Cornelius Goodwin 1 5,000 rupees, which is equal to 
1875 1 . fterling (not then repaid) and alfo aconfiderable fum to David 
Killican, then Mayor; all wnich however ought not to have invalidated 
the affidavits proving his intended removal, from his own words, as 
before recited. After thefe proceedings Mr. Whittall moved, that the 
m itter of his petition and remonftrance (hould be farther confidered, 
ami that he might bring proper witneffes to prove the feveral allegations 

therein 
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therein fct forth*, which he &di not imagine would have been objected 
to. But the next court day,, which was on the 4th of Auguft, in the 
year afbrefaid, in orckfi to prevent fuch publick hearing, the faid court 
difmifled Mr. Whittall*. upon, certain other pretcuces, which were as 
follow*; 

About Juno 1767, Mr. Whittall wa? employed by one Patrick 
M« Taggart of Calcutta, merchant, as his attorney, to recover in the 
Mayor’s Court the finn of 307*5 Arcot rupees, or about 2501. fterling> 
which was due to him upon a* bpnd from Mary Morgan, an inhabitant 
of Calcutta; and Mi'. WhittaU, at the requeft of the plaintiff, exhibited 
snd filed a bill of complaint in the Mayor's Court there in the ufual 
form, on the 26th of - June in that year, againft the faid Mary Mor- 
gan; who being fummoned, employed Thomas Morris of Calcutta as 
Eer attorney iuthat iu.it ; and on the 18th of Auguft, Mr. Whittall, by 
direction orliis client, took out a warrant to hold the defendant to bail, 
on the. ufual affidavit being made by*jhe plaintiff ; which warrant, on. 
or about the 21ft day of Auguft,. was returned executed by Simeon 
Droz, Efquire, then Sheriff; who did, of his own accord, and without 
any authority from the Mayor’s Court,- or notice, or bail given to the 
faid court, or to Mr. Whittall or hi$ client, voluntarily releafe the faid 
Mary Morgan out of his cuftody, contrary to the ufages and cuftoms in 
fiich cafe generally obferved : of which Mr. Whittall informed the 
court, and folicited another warrant, in order to avoid litigation with 
the Sheriff; but that motion being reje&ed, Mr. Whittall apprehended, 
that the Sheriff was become liable to pay the faid debt ( the members on 
the bench being alfo at that time of the fame opinion) and thereupon* 
the plaintiff made application to the Sheriff, and informed Mr. Whittall,. 
that the Sheriff was ready, on having a proper receipt, to difeharge the 
fame: and moreover, on the 21ft March 1768, the following letter was 
received by Mr. Whittall. 

“ S I R, 

“ Plcafc to acquaint me what are the particulars of Mr. M^Taggaifs 
*• demand on Mrs. Morgan, and how much the whole amounts 1^. 

” ’I am, ,S I R, 

“ Your moft obedient;. 

** Monday, the 2ift March 1768. “ 8. PRQZ ” 


*« To Mr. Whittall.” 
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And a fhort time afterwards Mr. Whittall and his client accidentally 
met with Mr. Droz at the council-houfe at Calcutta, who began fpeak- 
ing upon the lubjedt ; when Mr. Whittall civilly acquainted the She- 
riff, that he having without authority, or notice given, of his own ac- 
cord, difcharged the defendant out of cuftody, he apprehended he was 
become liable to the debt: on which he anfwered, he would pay it on 
a proper receipt being given him by Mr. Me Taggart, and that he had 
taken, or would take, from the defendant, a mortgage of a garden to 
indemnify himfelf; which mortgage it fince appears was actually pre- 
pared by Mrs. Morgan’s attorney, Mr. Morris, and in confequence of 
this converfation the plaintiff requeued Mr. Whittall to draw up a re- 
ceipt, which he accordingly did as follows: 


** Calcutta, 4th June 1 768. 

“ Received of Simeon Droz, Efquire, the fum of two thoufand and 
4t feventy-five Arcot rupees, being the principal fum due unto me on 
“ a certain bond executed by Mary Morgan ; and alfo the fum of two 
“ hundred and eighty-fix Arcot rupees and five annas, being fixteen 
4 ‘ months and thirteen days intereft on the faid bond, at the rate of ten 
“ per cent, per annum ; for which a fuit is depending in the honourable 
“ the Mayor's Court, where the faid original bond is fled', and I do 
“ hereby promife to deliver up the faid bond uncancelled unto 
“ the faid Simeon Droz, upon hts paying me the cofs of fuit in the 
“ faid caufe, as witnefs my hand ; and I do hereby further promife to 
“ withdraw the fuit on Tuefday next. 


“ PAT K M C TAGGART.” 

And this receipt was figned by the plaintiff, Mr. M 'Taggart, and the 
Sheriff paid the money ; after which no inftru&ions were received by 
Mr. Whittall from his client, nor was any motion made relative to the 
faid fuit; neither was he acquainted, till a confiderable time after, 
that his faid client had received the fum above fpecified; nor are the 
cofts of fuit to this day paid to the faid Mr. Whittall, nor to his client, 
fo far as he knows, or believes. 

That the period of time (to wit) from the 21ft March 1768 to the 
4th June following, which a&ually clapfed between Mr. Whittall’s 
meeting and difeourfing with Mr. Droz the Sheriff, and the date of the 
aboye receipt, was evidently too long to. admit of any furprize upon 

Mr. 
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Mr. Droz, who had time enough to inform himfelf of every particular 
in the matter; though fuch pretended mifinformation was afterwards 
made ufe of as a plea againft Mr. Whittall at the time of his difmitlion. 
And in this manner matters refted till that event, which happened on 
the 4th of Auguft 1769. 

But certain members of the Mayor’s Court, as it feems, highly of- 
fended at Mr. Whittall's fpirited behaviour, in regard to proving the 
illegality of the proceedings of Mr. Goodwin, as before related, had 
fchemed and refolved privately among thcmfelves, and before the fitting 
of the court, to alledge fomething againft Mr. Whittall, whereby they 
might find occafion to difmifs him, as before had been threatened. 

In confequence of fo extraordinary a refolution, at the opening of the 
court on the 4th of Auguft >769, Mr. May, the Rcgifter, read a re- 
port of the Examiner to the Court, “ That two witneffes had been exa- 
“ mined by him in the caufe of Mr. M c Taggart againft Morgan:” (a 
circumftance which indeed happened prior to the date of the receipt 
herein above recited). Whereupon the faid Mr. Whittall, as attorney 
for the plaintiff, acquainted the court, “ That the faid caufe was end- 
“ ed, that he had no inftruftions to proceed, the Sheriff having, with- 
“ out any authority, releafed the defendant out of cuftody, when con- 
** fined for default of bail, upon a warrant ; and had actually paid, or 
“ agreed to pay the debt for the defendant, as Mr. Whittall prefuined 
“ the law in fuch cafe would oblige him to do.” Whereupon Mr. 
Morris, the defendant’s attorney, informed the court, “ That Mr. 
“ Whittall had deceived and impofed upon Mr. Droz, and had fraudu- 
“ lently and falfely obtained the payment of the fum fued for by Mr. 
“ M c Taggart from Mr. Droz, by falfely acquainting Mr. Droz, that 
“ the fuit commenced by Mr. McTaggart againft the faid Mary Mor- 
“ gan was decreed by the court, and that Mr. Droz was obliged to pay 
“ the amount thereof; and that the original receipt was wrote, as he 
“ believed, in the proper hand-writing of Mr. Whittall, and (igned by 
*• the complainant ; all which he would prove to be true,” or words 
to the like effedt: which were thereupon immediately taken down lay 
the Rcgifter, and read over to the court. And although Mr. Whittall 
denied the fame or any part thereof to be true, excepting only that he 
drew up and wrote a receipt in behalf of the plaintiff Mr. M c Taggart, 
and acknowledged the converfation which paffed between him and the 
Sheriff, when he told him, in the council-houfe, that he apprehended 
he was become liable to the debt, as herein above recited : N o t with- 
standing all this, the faid Mayor’s Court, without farther debate, 
after privately confulting one another when fitting upon the bench, dif- 

mifled 
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mi fled Mr. Whittall from afting or praftifing any longer, dire&ly or 
indiredly, as an attorney of their faid court. 

In the debates among the members 'between themfclves, Alderman 
Bathoe faid, “ He thought the matter Sufficient to difmifs Mr. Whittall, 

“ and that he ought to be difirufled; — It was highly due for making 
“ the proceedings ferve his own purpofes; it was fcandalous.” So 
faid Mr. Lawrell. Mr. David Kinican faid, u That he thought the 
“ crime very bad; but the defence was much ttforle, in .advancing 
u falfities to the Court and to Mr. Droz” Mr. Whittall replied, “ He 
“ would be glad fuch falfities Ihoivld be proved, or at Icatt pointed 
“ out.” — “ He,” faid Mr Bathoe (meaning thd Sheriff) *' tbok your 
“ word, and you deceived him,” — Mr. Tvilucan added, “ That it was 
" highly derogatory to the honour and authority -of ftat court” On 
Mr. Whittall's denying that he had told the Sheriff the caufe wa$ de- 
creed, Mr. Killican took him up, and o'bferVed, M That he, the faid 
“ Mr. Whittall, had adted as a judge by fettling caqfes out of courts 
“ and that he had been guilty of wilful negleft of duty?” adding, 
'* He was lurprized that the 'court had fo lung 'looked over his bcha- 
u viour; but he thought his condutt in this caufe fcandalous, falfe, 
“ and a contempt of the authority and hotjot^r of^Wie eburt, and he 
u thought the Court ought to take proper itofibe rtf' it.” 

Immediately after the court had difmlffed Mr. Whittall from being an 
attorney of the faid .Court, Mr. May, the 'Rqgiftcr, .produced in the 
Court a copy of the receipt figned'by the plain tiff, drawn by Mr.’ Whit- 
tall, and given by .the plaintiff to the Sheriff; wherCby it appeared, 
that Mr. Whiitta‘11 could not have given Mr, Droz the falfe information 
laid to his charge; ** That the caufe of Patrick M- Taggart was decreed,” 
becaufe there was an exprefs claufe in it, which fpecificd that the faid 
fuit was ■** then depending,” as has already been exhibited in the true 
copy of it above recited; whereupon Mr. Morris drCw up a minute of 
“ wbat he rhtant to fay ” (as he'exprCffcd himfelf) in which minute he 
purpofely left out mat part of his information, namely, ** That Mr. 
“ Whittall had deceived and falfelv impofed upon the '(aid Simeon 
«* Droz, and had fraudulently and falfejy obtained the payment of the 
a fum fued for by the plaintiff, Patrick M ‘Taggaft, from the faid S. 
*• Droz; by falfely acquainting the faid S„ Droz, that the faid fuit, fb 
“ commenced by the laid Patrick M -Taggart, was decreed by the'faid 
** honourable the Mayor’s Court ; and that he, the faid S, Droz, wa* 
obliged to pay the amount thereof ; and that by fuch deceit tried by 
** the faid Mr. Whittall only, he, the laid S. Droz, was induced to pay 
« the fame.” For which falfe information 'Mr. Whittall had then 
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already been difmifled the court : which minute, fo drawn by the faid 
Morris, was then perufed by all the members of that court, and re- 
drawn by the Regifter, with his, Morris’s, afliftance, and that of a 
clerk, or writer of the regifter ; and was afterwards once more drawn 
up, by Alderman John Bathoe, and entered upon record in the faid 
court, without the words above recited, which in fad had occafioned 
Mr. Whittall’s difmiflion, or any aflertion or intimation to i'uch purport, 
or any way equivalent thereto. 

The faid Patrick M c Taggart, being then prefent in the faid court, and 
waiting to hear the iflue of a certain other fuit he had therein depending, 
wherein Mr. Alderman Miller was plaintiff and the faid Mr. Me Taggart 
defendant, Mr. Whittall alfo being employed therein as the defendant's 
attorney at taw, and which fuit was ordered to be heard that day j and 
although Mr. M c Taggart was well known to be the fame perfon who 
was plaintiff in the aforefaid fuit againfl Mary Morgan, yet the court 
did not think fit to examine him touching the nutter on which Mr. 
Whittall was difmiffed, as aforefaid j and Mr. Whittall demanding of 
Mr. McTaggart, Whether or not he had told the Sheriff at the council- 
houfe that the faid fuit was decreed, and whether he had ever ordered 
liim, Mr. Whittall, to withdraw the fuit, and whether the cofts of fuit 
had been paid either by him or the fheriff? he anfwered, No: not- 
withftanding which, the court took no manner of notice thereof, in 
any of their minutes or proceedings j but proceeded to hear the fuit 
between Mr. Patrick M c Taggart and the faid Alderman Miller, although 
Mr. M'Taggart had no attorney to appear in the faid fuit, tlk: faid Alder- 
man Miller litting on the bench during the trial of his own caufe, though 
his vote was not then collected. 

Before the Court adjourned, Mr. Whittall applied to the Court, and 
to their Regifter, for copies of all the minutes of the feveral proceedings 
againfl him, in the divers caufes and matters herein above recited ; 
which however both the Court and the Regifter thought fit then to 
refufe. 

On the t2d of Auguft Mr. Whittall did, by his attorney Mr. George 
Sparks, prefent an humble petition to the Mayor’6 Court, praying tor 
copies or the abovefaid minutes and proceedings, to be properly authen- 
ticated under the feal of the Court. But the Court would only 
grant copies of the order of difmiflion, &cc. figned by the Regifter 5 
and would not fuffer the fame to be authenticated under the fcal of the 
Court, abfolutely refilling to grant copies of the minutes mentioned in 
faid petition, on which he had been actually difmifled 5 fo that no part 
of fuch minutes appear on record. — Mr. Whittall a little time after 

X telling 
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telling the laid Regifter, that at fome future period he woald be called 
Upon to produce the faid minutes, was anfwcred by the Regifter, 
“ That they 'were not in being." 

Mr. Whittall thinking himfelf highly injured, not only by the Mayor’s 
Court, but alfo by Mr. Morris, by the falfe and fcandalous informa- 
tions he gave the Court, and which indeed were the groundlefs caufe 
of his dilmifiion, did prepare, and by his attorney, Mr. Spark?, pre- 
fent a bill of complaint in the ufual form againll the laid Morris, lay- 
ing the damages fuftained at 15,0001. Iterling; and at a court held 
Oftober the 3d 1769, prefent, David Killican, Efqeire, .fihfeyor, 
Mefl'rs. Jofeph Cator and Rufiell Skinner, Aldermen, leave neing 
alked to file and read the faid bill, according to the pradice of the 
Court, the bill was ordered to be read, but the court, would not fuffer 
it to be filed; and when Mr. Sparks had gone through about one half 
of the bill, and came to that part of it, where mention was made (as 
has been noticed in this cafe) of Mr. Alderman Bathoe’s correfting the 
minutes, and leaving out the very claufe for which Mr. Whittall had 
been adually difmified, that the fame might not appear upon record y 
then Mr, David Killican interrupted him, and immediately infilled, that 
Mr. Sparks ought to be difmilTed likewife for prefenting fuch a bill of 
comp ! aint} which would really have been the cafe, had not the other 
two Aldermen interfered : and Mr. Killican advanced, “ That the 
“ faid petition and bill of complaint, wherein mention was made of 
*' the faid Alderman Bathce on the bench altering and re-drawing the 
“ minutes relative to Mr. Whittall’s difmiflion (and leaving out the 
“ claufe abovefaid) was a refleftion upon the members of the Court, 
“ for which he (Mr. Sparks) ought to he punilhed.” Whereupon Mr. 
Sparks informed the Court, “ That he was an eye-witnds of Mr. Ba- 
“ thoe’s correfting and re-drawing the minutes, as fpccified in the faid 
“ bill.” But Mr. Killican in great rage replied, “ That he (hould not 
“ credit his fsnfes y but that when he iaw any member of that Court 
*' write fuch minutes, he (hould give the lie to his fenfes and under* 
“ (landing, and fuppofe It was not fuch member, but the Regifter 
“ who wrote them.” And farther, the faid David Killican, Efquire, 
(then Mayor) did prevail on the other two Aldermen to .defer the filing 
of the faid bill until the next court-day j at which fucceeding coutt- 
day, the faid Killican, die better to ferve his purpofes, got together the 
three Aldermen, who, with himfelf, had difmified Mr. Whittall on the 
4th of Auguft. , 

At the fubfequent court day, held on the 10th of Oftpber 1769, pre- 
fent the faid David Killican, Efquirc, Mayor, Mefirs. Matthew. Miller, 

3 Jamea 
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James Lawrell and John Bathoe, Aldermen (the fame who hid fo Ille- 
gally difmifled Mr. Whittall) and alfo Mr. Jofeph Cator, Alderman, 
the faid bill of complaint was called for by the Court, and without far- 
ther debate the queftion put} “ Whether the bill fliould be hied or not?' 1 
David K-illican, Efquire, Mayor, Mcflrs. James Lawrell and John 
Bathoe were of opinion, “ That the bill contained many fcandatous 
“ and indecent reflections on the proceedings of the Court.” And 
thefe three gentlemen (making a majority) rejected the bill, and would 
Dot fuffer the fame to be filed. 

Mr. Matthew Miller and Mr. Jofeph Cator, the other Aldermen, dif- 
fented from that opinion } and directed fuch their di fleet to be entered 
upon record, which was entered accordingly. 

At the fame time Mr. Alderman Cator obferved, “ That it appeared 
** ftated in the bill, and it was his opinion, that Mr. Richard Whittall 
“ had been injured by an illegal difmiffion } and that if fuch difmiffion 
4 ‘ could be proved by him to be illegal, he would certainly recover 
** damages, in any court of law that he fl.ould think proper to 
u apply to.” 

Mr. Whittall being dangeroufly ill of a fever, occafioned by a fall, 
was advifed to remove to Chandernagore, the French fettlement in 
Bengal, where he might have the benefit of an eminent French fur- 
geon’s advice: and during his abfence, Mr. May, the Regifter of the. 
Mayor’s Court, applied to the faid Court for a warrant of execution 
againft his, the faid Mr. Whittall’s effcCts, without any fait being com- 
menced, or ifliiing out any fummons for bis appearance, for his 
monthly regifter bills, (wherein are included the Regiftcr’s own fees, the 
Mayor's and Sheriff $ fees, and the Eaft India Company’s dues on the 
proceedings) though thefe bi'la had not been delivered monthly 
according to cuftom, with a convenient time allowed for the collecting 
of the laid monies from the clients } nor was the amount of fuch bills 
known by, or payment demanded of Mr. Whittall ; and in which 
demand (of which affidavit was made by Mr. May) feveral falfe charges 
were made, particularly of other attornies bills, wherein Mr. Whittall 
was in no wile concerned, and the motion for hit own difmiffion, which 
could not of right belong to him to pay for, &c. &c. 

As foon as Mr. Whittall became acquiinted with fuch proceedings, 
he entered into a bond, jointly with Mr. John Graham, for payment at 
a fhort period of Mr. May’s demand : whereupon the warrant of exe- 
cution was fuperfeded, and the faid bills delivered by the Regifter to 
Mr. Whittall ; when, upon examination, Mr. Whittall found the 
feveral unjuft changes aforefaid : and Mr, Whittall, and Mr. Graham his 

I a attorney, 
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attorney, began on his part to recover the amount of faid Regifter's 

bills, and his own fees, from his refpedive clients. It muft be 

remarked, that it is often cuftomary for the Regifters to delay for four or 
five months the delivery of the aforefaid bills, and to fend many of 
them together, from whence the attornies draw out their own demands 
on their clients j fuch Regifters bills being included, as the clients are in 
c fifed to reimburfe them. 

Mr. John Holme, deceafed, late Regifter of the court, having a like 
demand for the monthly bills (not then delivered) upon Mr. Whittall, the 
faid Mr. Whittall gave a like fecurity to the fon, who was his admi- 
niltrator j and Mr. Whittall then lying ill, afligned over a confiderable 
l'um of money due from his clients (in which all the faid Regifter’s bills 
were alfo included) and feveral other demands. But the court, appre- 
hending that the faid Mr. Whittall, as foon as he rtiould be recovered, 
would repair to England, to fue for redrefs of his manifold grievances, 
ufed every poflible means to prevent his departure from the country: 
and well knowing, that he had debts due to him in the country, to the 
amount of upwards of 75,000 rupees, or above 9000 1. fterling, in 
order to detain Mr. Whittall, absolutely refufed him the benefit of the law 
(to which as a Britifh fubjed he had a right) in fuing for, or recovering 
the fame, or any part thereof in the Mayor’s Court, where only in that 
part of India the matter was properly cognizable > nor would the court 
fuffer Mr. Graham to recover the faid bills fo afligned over to him, in 
order to pay off the Regifter’s demands, at the fame time that others, 
the faid May and Holme in particular, were fufFered to fue and com- 
pel him to payment of what he was not allowed to recover again from 
his clients. 

And at a court holden on Tuefday the 16th of January 1770 (prefent 
John Levett, Efquire, Mayor, and David Killican and Cornelius Good- 
win, Efqrs. Aldermen) it was ordered, that Mr. John Graham the De- 
puty Regifter, and ading as attorney for Mr. Whittall, Should acquaint 
the faid Whittall, “ That it was their opinion, he was no longer 
“ entitled to the benefit of the faid Mayor’s Court, being then out of its 
“ jurifdidion,” or words to that e ffe&, though nothing of fuch matter 
was entered upon record. 

And at another court, holden on the 23d of the faid month of 
January 1770 (prefent John Levett, Efquire, Mayor, and the Aldermen 
Killican and Gocdwin) William Atkinfon of Calcutta, Gentleman, and 
one of the attornies of the faid court, did according to the rules and 
pradice of the court make, at the requeft of John Graham aforefaid, a 
regular motion for the grant of warrants of execution againft the eflfeds 
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of Kiflenchum Tagoor, and Ramfunder Banragee, on Behalf of Mr. 
Whittall, for his own proper fees, for the Mayor’s and Sheriff's fees, 
and for the fees of the faid Regifter, and the Eaft India Company’s duties, 
with which Mr. Whittall had himfelf Been charged by the Regifter, which 
the faid court had compelled him to pay, and which of courfe wehe due 
to Mr. Whittall when attorney of the Mayor’s court ; but this motion 
the court did then and there reject for the reafons they had before 
afligned, namely, “ That he the faid Whittall was not entitled to the 

benefit of the court whilft he remained out of its jurifdi&ion j” though 
the faid bills were properly afligned over to Mr. Graham, who had a 
power in the aflignment to recover the fame, among many others, for the 
purpofe of paying the Regifters as aforefaid, Mr. Whittall bring then 
confined by ficknqls to his chamber at Chandernagore. Then Mr. Wil- 
liam A tkinfon; at the requeft of the faid Mr. John Graham, did move, 
that the faid motions fhould be entered upon record ; but this motion 
likewife the court thought fit to reiett, although the faid motions were 
publicly made in open court. Whereupon affidavits were prepared for 
MefT. Atkinfon and Graham refpedively to Avear to, regarding the 
fame j and the aforefaid John Graham went to the houfe of Mr. Jofeph 
Cator, Alderman, and requefted he would fwcar him to the truth of 
the contents of fuch affidavit, who defired Graham to give it to him in 
open court, and then he would fwear him thereto : but Mr. Whittall 
embarked for England before he received any farther account of that 
matter} by which means the fum of 75,000 rupees, or above 9000 1. 
juftly due to Mr. Whittall, muft be greatly hazarded, if indeed not 
totally loft, hy reafon of the frequent deaths and bankruptcies which 
of late a fliort period of time often produces in thofe parts, or of his 
debtors leaving Bengal before Mr. Whittall can poffibly exped redrefs 
in England. 

In confequcnce of the above-mentioned proceedings, Mr. Whittall 
did apply to the Governor and Council at Calcutta for permifllon to re- 
turn to England, and having obtained fuch leave, embarked on board 
one of the Eaft India Company’s fhips, and is arrived in England, ire 
order to obtain redrefs for his grievances above recited : and he defires. 
your opinion of his cafe in anfwcr to tnc following queries* 

• ift. As Mr. Whittall, an attorney of the King’s Bench, was duly 
admitted and fworn an attorney of the Mayor’s Court of Calcutta, he 
prefumed he had a freehold in his place, it being an office concerning the 
public juftice, and he compellable to be an attorney for any man. Had 
the faid Mayor’s Court,, therefore, a right to difmifs Mr. Whittall front 

X being 
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being an attorney of that court, for the reafons mentioned, without 
any proof at all, and without giving Mr. Whittall any notice, or time, 
to make his defence, and which faid order is not only falfe, but con- 
tradidtory upon the face of it; and in what manner is it advifeable for 
Mr. Whittall to proceed, in order to get himfelf reinftated, and alfo to 
recover the damages he has fuftained by rcafon of the difmiflion ? 

ad. In order to recover the payment of the fcveral fums of money 
due to him in Bengal, whether would it be proper to impeach the mem- 
bers who difmiiledhim, and who refufed him the benefit of the law, in 
rtjeding his bill and complaint againft Morris, and would not permit 
him to fue for his juft demands upon people in Bengal, in thrir judicial 
capacity, or to proceed againft them in the Court of King’s Bench, by 
way of information f and will not an adtion lie againft the aforefaid 
members for damages? and if fo, where is the fame to be brought? 
And as no appeal lies from the faid order of difmiflion, or (as it it 
apprehended) from the faid court’s rejecting the bill of complaint againft 
Morris, or refufing Mr. Whittall the benefit of the law, in not fuffering 
him to fue for his juft demands, to the Governor and Council at Cal- 
cutta, (who are conftituted a Court of appeals) may not Mr. Whittall 
appeal diredly to the King and Council in England ? or in what other 
manner can he proceed to obtain juftice ? 

3d. The charter granted, eftablifhing a Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, 
after fpecifying the authority given the faid court to appoint clerks and 
officers, and to do all fuch other things as may be found needfary to 
the adminiftration of juftice, proceeds in the following manner : 

“ So as they from time to time give an account thereof unto the faid 
“ Company, and fo as the fame lhall be lubjedt to the approbation, 
*' controul, and alteration of the faid Company, under the hands of 

thirteen or more of the Court of Directors of the faid Company, 
** whom we do likewife will and ordain to have full power and autho- 
u rity to make fuch rules and orders for the belter adminiftration of 
“ juftice, as they (hall from time to time think fit and neceffary; but 
“ fuch rules and orders, fo to be made by the faid Mayor’s Court, fo 
“ far at the fame Jleall not be repugnant to any rules or orders made by the 
" faid Company or their Court of Directors (as aforefaid) fhall neverthc- 
“ lefs be in force, until the fame Jhatl be revoked or altered by the faid 
u Court of Directors, or any thirteen or more of them, and notice 

thereof given to the faid court,” 


And 
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And it is alfo ordained by fundry adts of parliament, ** That all per- 
“ Tons whatfoever in the Eaft Indies, being guilty of oppreffing any of 
“ his Majefty’s fubjedls, or of any crimes or offences, fuch oppreflions, 
“ crimes, and offences may be enquired of, heard, and determined, 
“ in his Majefly's Court of King’s Bench in England; and that the fame 
" and all other offences committed againft the faid adts, may be 
“ alledged to be committed, and may be laid, enquired of, and tried 
“ in the county of Middlefex.” 

In confequence of laid charter, and ftatutes, the charter exprefsly 
conveying wi:h it the laws of England to Bengal, are not fuch offender# 
liable to prolecutions in the Court of King’s Bench as foon as they return 
to England ? And as the faid Mayor’s Court arc by the faid charter 
under the immediate diredtion of the Company in England, upon Mr. 
Whittall’s having applied to the Court of Diredtors to be reinftated, if 
they fhould not think fit to comply with his juft requeft, will not an 
appeal then lie from the faid Court of Diredtors to the King and Coun- 
cil, or to the Court of King’s Bench; and will not the Court of King’s 
Bench, upon a motion, properly grounded upon affidavits, grant a 
Mandamus to reftore Mr. Whittall to his office? or what other remedv 
or means of redrefs remain to Mr. Whittall for the many injuries which 
he has fuftained, and how is it advifable tor him to proceed ? 

4 th. Would it not be advifable for Mr. Whittall to petition the Par- 
liament for an enquiry into the condudt of feveral of the members of the 
Mayor’s Court, againft: whom he can dearly prove a confpiracy to 
injure him, and many molt illegal and partial proceedings, calculated 
merely for their own private emolument, and to the great grievance and 
oppreffion of his Majefty’s fubjedts in Bengal ? 

Mr. Dunning’s Opinion. 

Mr. Whittall, upon this ftate of his cafe, appears to have been very 
hardly aDd injurioufly treated. The order for difmiffing him was a 
grofs adt of injuftice; not merely becaufe neither of the iadts charged 
upon him as the grounds for his difnrfiLn were proved, but as they 
wqre in truth both difproved by the very evidence referred to as the proof 
cf them; the receipt or memorandum, ligned by M c Taggart, of the 
4th June 1768. Firft, as to the fuppoltd impofition on Mr. Droz, the 
Sheriff, by a falfe pretence that a decree had been adlually obtained 
againft him for the money due from the defendant in the original canfc, 
whom he had fuffered to go at large after having arrefted her. Though 
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it i* certain that he wu in law lefs liable to the plaintiffs demand in con- 
fequencc of his own mifeondutt, and Whittall might very properly tell 
him fo : it was impoffible he could fay, with any expe&ation of being 
believed, that a decree had been actually obtained, or that Droz, if he 
had been told fo, could believe it j for he who himfelf was an officer 
of the court, mud know that he had no notice of ftrch an adtion : and I 
foppofe it is not the practice of the court to make decrees againft men 
without giving them an opportunity of being heard in their defence. 
But further, the receipt, or memorandum referred to mentions nothing 
of any decree or fuit againft the Sheriff: on the contrary, it mentions 
the original caufc as ftill depending, and provides for putting an end to 
it, and nothing more ; and it is not to be doubted, but that provifion 
would have been extended to the caufc againft the fheriff, if he had 
been made to underftand that any fuch had been commenced. Second- 
ly, As to the other ground, which is, that he had not withdrawn the 
fuit, purfuant to his client’s engagement, on the next court day, it is 
obvious that, taking the whole receipt or memorandum together, the 
withdrawing the fuit, as well as the delivering up the bond, were meant 
(as they ought) to depend upon the payment of the cofts j not to men- 
tion, that if it were otherwife, it would afford no ground of cenfure 
on Mr. Whittall or his client, fince neither Mr. Droz or Mrs. Morgan 
had fuftained any injury by his not withdrawing the caufc, no ftep 
having been taken towards profecuting it further. In this fituation 
Mr. Whittall’a proper courfc to get himfelf rcinftated, is to lay a full 
reprefen tation ol his cafe before the Court of Directors, who will pro- 
bably refer it to their counfel ; and, in that cafe, I have no doubt but 
they will be advifed to reftore him to an office of which he has been 
thus arbitrarily and groundlefly deprived, if the Directors fhould refufe 
to redrefs him, which I cannot fuppofe, it will then be time enough to 
confidcr the other queftions. 

Lincoln’s Inn, 

i$th March 1771. J. DUNNING. 
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ffhe PetJtlwi of Mr* Richard Whitta]! to the Honourable Court of 
Diredfors of the Eaft India Company. 

HffMWT SJUWfTH, 

That your petitioner having obtained permifiion from this honour- 
able Company to go out to India as a free merchant, fome time in April 
1764 failed for Bengal, in order to refid c at Calcutta ; but that foon 
after his arrival the rrcfident and Council there having reftridtcd free 
merchants from trading in the country, and your petitioner being one 
of the attornies of his Majesty's Court of King’s Bench, petitioned the 
honourable the Mayor's Court at Calcutta aforefaid to be admitted to 
pradtife in that court.) and was accordingly duly admitted, and fworn 
one of the attornies thereof, agreeable to the pra&ice of the faid court, 
as by a copy of his admittance, ready to be produced, will appear; 
where he, by his diligence and behaviour, acquired great reputation, 
and by his practice procured a genteel income : 

That your petitioner is informed, that the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta 
aforefaid is by his Majefty’s charter appointed a Court pf Record for 
hearing and determining all civil fuits, actions and pleas, with power 
to appoint officers and minifters, and the court is enjoined to adhere 
ftrioly to the laws of England in all fuch matters as fhould come before 
them for their determination : which charter, after fpecifying the autho- 
rity to the faid Mayor’s Court to appoint clerks and officer^, £cp. and 
to do all fuch other things as may be found neceflary to the adminiftra- 
tion of jufticc, proceeds in the following manner; “ So as they from 
“ time to time give an account thereof untothc faid Company, and Co 
'« as the fame (hall be fubjedt to the approbation, controul, and alter- 
“ ation of the faid Company, under the hands of thirteen or more 
“ of the Court of Diredtors of the faid Company ; whom we do likewife 
“ will and ordain to have full power and authority to make fuch rules 
“ and orders for the better adminiftration of juftiee, as they from time 
'* to time fhall think fit and neceflary ; but fuch rules and orders, fo 
f‘ to be made by the faid Mayor’s Court, lb far as the fame fhall not 
“ be repugnant to any rules or orders made by the faid Company or 
“ their Court of Diredtors as aforefaid, fhall ncverthelefs be m force 
“ until the fame fhall be revoked or altered by the faid Court of Di- 

K “ redfors, 
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redlors, or any thirteen or more of them, and notice thereof given to 
** the faid court 

That about June 1767, your petitioner was employed by Patrick 
M : Taggart of Calcutta, merchant, as his attorney, to recover, in the 
Mayor's Court the fum of 2075 Arcot rupees, which was due to him 
upon a bond from Mary Morgan, an inhabitant of Calcutta ; and your 
petitioner, at the requeft of the plaintiff, exhibited and filed a bill of 
complaint in the Mayor’s Court there, in the ufual form, on th£"26th 
of June in that year, againft the faid Mary Morgan ; who being fum- 
moned, employed Thomas Morris of Calcutta aforefaid as her attorney 
in that fuitj and on the 1 8th of Auguft, your petitioner, by direction 
of his client, took out a warrant to hold the defendant to bail, on the 
ufual affidavit being made by the plaintiff) which warrant, on or about 
the 21ft day of Auguft, was returned executed by Simeon Droz, Efquire, 
then Sheriff ; who did, of his own accord, and without any authority 
from the Mayor’s Court, or notice, or bail given, to the faid Court, or 
to your petitioner or his client, voluntarily releafe the faid Mary Mor- 
gan out of his cuftody, contrary to the ufages and cuftoms in fuch cafe 
generally obferved : of which your petitioner informed the Court, and 
folicitcd another warrant, in order to avoid litigation with the Sheriff j 
which motion the faid Court rejected, as will appear by the record, 
deeming the Sheriff liable to pay the debt : and thereupon the plaintiff 
made application to the Sheriff, and informed your petitioner, that the 
Sheriff was ready, on having a proper receipt, to difeharge the fame 1 
and moreover, on the 2 ift March 1768, the following letter was received 
by your petitioner from the faid Sheriff: 

“SIR, 

“ Pleafe to acquaint me what are the particulars of Mr. Me Taggart’s 
“ demand on Mrs, Morgan, and how much the whole amounts to. 

“ I am, S I R„ 

“ Your moft obedient, 

* Monday, the 21ft March 1768. “ S. DROZ.” 

“ To Mr. Whittall.” 

That, a fhort time after, your petitioner and his client accidentally 
met with Mr. Droz at the council- houfe at Calcutta, who began fpeak- 
ing upon the fubjedl } when your petitioner civilly acquainted the Sheriff, 

that 
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that he having without authority, or notice given, of his own accord^ 
difcharged the defendant out of cuftody, your petitioner apprehended he 
was become liable to the debt : on which he anfwcred, he would pay it 
on a proper receipt being given to him bv Mr. Me Taggart, and that he 
had taken, or would take, from the defendant, a mortgage of a garden 
to indemnify himfelf ; which mortgage it fince appears was actually pre- 
pared by Mrs. Morgan’s attorney, Mr. Morris •, and in confequence of 
this converfation the plaintiff requefted your petitioner to draw up a 
receipt, which he accordingly did as follows : 

“ Calcutta, 4th June 1768. 

** Received of Simeon Droz, Efquire, the fum of two thoufand and 
“ feventy-five Arcot rupees, being the principal fum due unto me on 
“ a certain bond executed by Mary Morgan f and alfo the fum of two 
“ hundred and eighty-fix Arcot rupees and five annas, being fixteen 
“ months and thirteen days intcreft on the faid bond, at the rate of ten 
“ per cent, per annum 5 for which a fuit is depending in the honourable 
“ the Mayor's Court, where the Jaid original bond is fled-, and I do 
“ hereby promife to deliver up the faid bond uncancelled unto the faid 
“ Simeon Droz, upon his baying me the cojls of fuit in the faid caufe, 
“ as witnefs my hand ; and I do hereby further promife to withdraw the 
“ fuit on Tuefday next. 

“ PAT K M C T AGGART.” 

And this receipt was figned by the plaintiff, Me Taggart, and the 
Sheriff fome time afterwards paid the money ; fince which no inftruc- 
tions were received by your petitioner from his client, nor was any 
motion made relative to the faid fuit; neither was your petitioner 
acquainted, till a confiderable time after, that his faid client had received 
the fum above fpecified ; nor are the cofts of fuit to this day paid to your 
petitioner, nor to his client, as far as he knows, or believes. 

That at the opening of the Court on the 4th of Auguft 1769, Mr. 
May, the Regifter, read a report of the Examiner to the Court, “ That 
“ two witnefles had been examined in the caufe of M- Taggart 
“ againft Morgan (a circumftance which indeed happened piior to 
the date of the receipt herein above recited, and they were examined 
by*an order of Court, by reafon of their being ab >ut to leave Calcutta.) 
Whereupon your petitioner, as attorney for the plaintiff, natuially 
acquainted the Court, “ That the faid caufe 'was ended, that he had 
“ no inftruftions to proceed, the She riff having, without any authority, 

K 2 “ rclcafed 
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releafed the defendant out of coftody, when confined for default of 
“ bail, upon a warrant ; and had aftually paid, or agreed to pay the 
“ debt for the defendant, as your petitioner pre fumed the law m 
“ fuch cafe obliged him to do.” Whereupon Mr. Morris, the defen- 
dant’s attorney, informed the Court, u That your petitioner had 
“ deceived ana impofed upon Mr. Droz, and had fraudulently and 
“ falfely obtained tne payment of the fum fued for by Mr. M c Taggart 
44 from Mr. Droz, by falfely acquainting Mr. Droz, that the fuit 
“ commenced by Mr. M<= Taggart againft the faid Mary Morgan was- 
“ decreed by the Court, and that Mr. Droz was obliged to pay the 
“ amount tnereofj and that by fuch deceit ufed by your petitioner 
“ only Mr. Droz was induced to pay the fame j and that the original 
“ receipt was wrote, as he believed, in the proper hand-writing of your 
“ petitioner, and figned by the complainant \ all which he would 
“ prove to be true,” or words to the like effect : which were there- 
upon immediately taken down by the Regifter, and read over to the 
Court. And although your petitioner denied the fame or any part 
thereof to be true, excepting that he drew up a receipt in behalf of the 
plaintiff, Mr. Me Taggart, and acknowledged the converfation which 4 
paffed between him and the Sheriff, when he told him in the couneil- 
houfe, that he apprehended he was become liable to the debt, as herein 
above recited : Notwithstanding all this, the faid Mayor’s Court, 
without farther debate, after privately confulting one another when 
fitting upon the bench, difmiffcd your petitioner from a&ing or prac- 
tiling any longer as an attorney of their faid court. 

A copy ( f the order of your petitioner’s difmifllon, as the feme 
Rands upon record, is in the following words : 

* c Calcutta, Friday the 4th day of Auguft, in the year of 
our Lord one thoufend feven hundred and fixty-nine. 

“ At a Court held, 

“ Prefent, 

“ David Killican^ Efquire, Mayor, 

{ Matthew Miller, 

James Lawrell, 

'John Bathoe, 


^Aldermen. 


u Patrick 



APPENDIX, 


77 


** Patrick- M c Taggart - ) “ Toe Regifter reported, That John Morgan 
“ again ft >“ and Scbaftian Cordeiros, witnefies for the 

“ Mary Morgan. J “ complainant, are examined by Mr. John 
“ Holme, the late Examiner of this Court. 

“ Mr. Richard Whittall, the complainant'* attorney, acquainted the 
“ Court,, That this caufe was ended. Mr. Morris, attorney for the 
“ defendant, informed the Court, That this caufe was yet pending, 
“ and had' never been withdrawn, which would appear by a copy of a 
** receipt exhibited in this caufe (the original prayed for, and admitted 
“ to to produced and proved at hearing of this caufe) : I hat the com- 
** plainant had, by deception ufed, received from Simeon Dros, 
*' Efijuire, the principal and intereft of a bond of the defendant, fued 
“ for by the complainant in this caufe) and that was without the know- 
“ ledge and conlcnt of the defendant or h«r attorney at law. Mr. 
** Morris further informed the Court,. That the faid original receipt is 
“ wrote, as be belicvev, in the proper hand-writing of the complainant’s 
'* attorney at law, and figned by complainant himfelf. The complainant’s 
“ attorney, the faid- Richard Whittal, acknowledging the fame to be 
*' an exadt copy of the receipt drawn up in his own hand-writing, and 
“ figned by nis client, whereby he engages to Mr. Droz to withdraw 
“ this fuit on the enfuing court-day j which the faid attorney Mr Ri- 
“ chard Whittall not only wilfully ncglodted to do at the next fitting 
“ of the Conrt, but has fuffered the fuit to remain depending in Court 
“ to this day. The Court, on due confideration of this matter, are 
** unanitnoufly of opinion. That the faid Richard Whittall? method of 
" obtaining the fum of the faid Simeon Droz wa6 an irregular procced- 
“ ing, no decree having then, pafied in Court in favour of his client’s 
“ demand: that his ncgledting to inform the Court of his having 
** received tfre faid fum of the wid Simeon Droz, and alfo ncgledting to 
“ defire the faid fuit then depending to be withdrawn, agreeably to his 
“ client’s obligation to the faid Simeon Droz on receipt of the faid fum, 
“ is a manifeft abufe of his duty as an attorney of this Court, an un- 
** juftifiable procedure with the faid Simeon Droz, and an infult to the 
“ authority of this Court j and as the faid Richard Whittall has, in the 
“ courfe of his tranfadtions of the bufinefs of his < ffice, frequently 
Ht merited and received the fevere reprehenfions of this Court, and a9 it 
“ is too evident that their admonitions have had no weight in bringing 
“ him to a proper fenfe of his duty in the difclurge of his office of 
** attorney of this Court ; 

“ The 


3 
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“ The Court are now of opinion, that he no longer deferves their 
“ indulgence, and do accordingly difmifs him from ading any longer as 
“ an attorney of this Court. 

“ A true Copy. 


u Auguft 14th, 1769. ** J. MAY, Regifter.” 

That before the Court adjourned, your petitioner applied to the Court 
and to their Regifter for copies of all the minutes and proceedings 
againft him herein above recited, which however both the Court and 
Regifter thought fit to refufe. And on the 22d of Auguft your peti- 
tioner did, by his attorney Mr. George Sparks, prefent a petition to 
the Mayor’s Court, praying for copies of the abovefaid minutes and 
proceedings, to be properly authenticated under the feal of the Court : 
but the Court would only grant copies of the order of difmiffion, figned 
by the Regifter, and would not fuffer the fame to be authenticated 
under the feal of the Court j abfolutely refilling to grant copies of the 
minutes mentioned in the faid petition, on which he had been actually 
difmifled : fo that no part of fiich minutes appear on record. Your 
petitioner a little time after telling the Regifter, that at fome future 
period he would be called upon to produce the faid minutes, was 
anfwercd by the Regifter, “ That they were not in being.” 

In confequence of the above-mentioned proceedings, and the bad 
ftate of health your petitioner was then in, he applied to the Governor 
and Council at Calcutta for leave to return to England,- and embarked 
on board the Anfon, one of the Ihips employed in the ferviceof the faid 
Honourable the Uni ed Company ; and being arrived in England hopes 
to obtain that fatisfa&ion which his cafe requires from this Honourable 
Court. 

Your petitioner therefore hopes, from the juftice of his cafe alone, 
that this Honourable Court will afford him an opportunity of laying 
before them the proofs of what your petitioner hath herein fet forth ; 
and that this Honourable Court will be pleafed to reverfe the faid order 
of difmiflion, and reinftate your petitioner in his office of one of the 
attornies of the Honourable the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, for the 
following 


REASONS : 
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REASONS: 

Fit ft, Bccaufe your petitioner having been duly adrmtted and, Sworn 
an attorney of the Mayor's Court at Calcutta, he prefumes 
he had a freehold in his place ; and consequently could not he 
legally difmiffed without a proper and Sufficient complaint of feme 
milbehaviour in him, verified upon oath, with a proper and 
■ Sufficient time allowed him for making his defence, which was 
not obferved ; but the Said Court proceeded to difmifs him with- 
out any charge properly exhibited againft him, or verified by 
oath } without any time allowed him for making his defence ; 
without any proof whatsoever } and without any Sufficient caufe 
alledged. * 

Secondly, Becaufe the reafons given in the order of dlfmiffion, if 
true (which, on the contrary, your petitioner does not admit) 
contain no legal caufe of removal or difmiffion of your 
petitioner} for it appears only, that your petitioner adted as 
his duty to his client required : and if any deception was 
ufed to the faid Mr. Droz, the order dates, that that decep- 
tion was not ufed by your petitioner, but by his client, tne 
complainant in the faid caufe } which charge againft the com- 
plainant your petitioner by no means admits : but infills, as 
the truth is, that no deception whatever was ufed by your 
petitioner or his client to the laid Mr. Droz. And as to the 
charge in the faid order againft your petitioner, for not in- 
forming the Court that the faid complainant had received 
the Said Sum of money of Mr. Droz, your petitioner doth 
aver that he was not direttly or indirectly authorized by his 
client to withdraw the fuit} nor were the coils of Suit paid 
either by his client or the Sheriff ; and no expences whatever 
accrued to either plaintiff or defendant, nor to the Said Si- 
meon Droz } and.no perfon whatever was prejudiced on that, 
account. 

thirdly, For that in the faid order of difmiffion, the caufes for which 
be is therein faid to have merited and received the Several 
reprehenfions of the faid Court, are not affigned, and which 
your petitioner humbly infills ought to have been done, in 
2 order 
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order to enable the faid Company to form a competent judgment 
thereof} and that the fttence of the faiii order, in this refpedt, 
carries with it this plain inference, either that no fuch caufes ever 
exifted, or that the fame were to trivial or groundlcfe, as nqt 
bear examination. 

And your petitioner fhall ever pray, 2 c c. 

London, ift March 1771. RICHARD WHITTAL. 
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Copy of a Proclamation, iffued at Calcutta , by the Governor and 
Council. Dated the 18th May 1768. 

Fort William, 18 th May 1768. 

Notice is hereby given, That after the expiration of Two Months, 
from the 27th April, no gomaftahs employed by the Engllfh (hall be 
permitted to remain in any part out of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Orifla: and after that period, that no Company’s fervant, free 
merchant, or other European refiding under the* Company’s prote<ftion, 
fhall be fuffered to carry on any inland trade, .directly or indirectly, 
beyond thofe limits, under penalty, if a Company’s fervant, of being 
immediately difmifled the fervice } if a free merenant, or other Euro- 
pean, of forfeiting the Company’s protection : and that if any Euro- 
peans whatfoever (hall attempt to tranfport any merchandize beyond the 
provinces, all fuch merchandize fhall be feized, and confifcated, and 
the gomaflahs, having charge of fuch'contraband trade, fhall be punifhed 
with the utmoft: feverity. 

All Armenians, Portuguefe, or the defeendants of Armenians and 
Portuguefe, living under the Company's protection, are included in 
the above rcftri&ions. It being intended that none but the natives of 
the country (Muflulmen and Hindoos) ftiall in future enjoy this 
privilege. 

SIMEON DROZ, Secretary. 
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I John Holme, Notary Publick, dwelling and praftifing at Calcutta 
at Fort William in Bengal, do hereby certify and atteft, that the within 
writing is a true copy of a paper affixed to the door of the town-hall of 
Calcutta aforefaid, carefully collated by me with the original, exhibited 
to me for that purpofe. 


In faith and teftimony whereof, I have hereunto fet my hand and 
feal, at Calcutta, the firft day of July, in the year of our Lord 
one thoufabd feven hundred and fix ty -eight. 



(Signed) JOHN HOLME, 
Notary Publick. 


. No XXX. 

A Narrative of the Cafes of Benjamin Wilding and John 
Petrie of Bengal, Efquires, as contained in a letter from an 
Officer there to his Friend in England. 

* % As no doubt the attual reftgnation* of moft of the officers in Ben- 
gal will make a great noife in England, and many forced and unfair 
conftru&ions be put on their condudl, it may not be unncceflary to fay 
fomething on that head ; and by laying open the real caufes and confc- 
quences of that melancholy event, drive the film from before the eyes 
of the ignorant, fatisfy the unprejudiced, and at lead ffop the clamorous 
tongues of the enemies of virtue and honour. 

In a former letter I have endeavoured to expofe the fophiftical rea- 
foning and impolitic conduct of the Seledl Committee, in abfolutely 
driving the officers to defpair by taking off the Batta *, and dertroy- 
ing every advantage which could make the life of a foldier tolerable in 
this country. What made the meafure appear more odious was, that this 
(economical redudtion was enforced by men who had feen and felt the 
inconveniencics of a fubordinate ftation in this country ; who were now 
fharing the fpoils of the pub/ic largely among themfelves, regardlcfs of 
the dirtrefles of the very army which had been the immediate inftru- 
ments of their elevation and good fortune : for confidering the emolu- 
ments which thofe gentlemen were cutting out for themfelves, and the 

* This was an additions! allowance, which the officers from cftablUhed ufsge received, 
when on aftual fervicc in the field. 

L immenfe 
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immenfe and afioniffiing fums allowed to be laid out at the Company’s 
expcnce in making even the private roads to the garden-houfes of the 
counfellcrs, lu rely they would have more modefty than to plead the 
faving of the Company’s treafure as their objett. 

Conlequeutly, when the orders for reducing the Batta of the officers 
were iffued from the Seled Committee, they filled the heart of evfcry 
officer with furprize and indignation ; more cfpecially as they fol- 
lowed hard upon the conclufion of the campaign of 1765, which, as it 
had been the fartheft removed from our factories and fettlements, had 
cor.fequently been the moll expenfive for the officers that had ever 
been made by any Engliffi army in Bengal; the officers being obliged 
to have their baggage tranfported upon mens heads over an extent of 
upwards- of 800 miles, at the rate of 5I. per month for every cooley 
employed. This enormous expence had drained the pockets of every 
gentleman who had nothing to truft to but his pay : and I believe I am 
not miffaken when 1 affirm, that nine out of ten of the officers were in 
debt when the army went into quarters; and I myfelf have heard Ge- 
neral Carnac declare (when panting for frelh water, and obliged to 
drink that from the wells in which dead carcaffes had been for fome 
days laying) that triple batta was too little for fuch horrible fatigue. 

It is fcarcely poffible to imagine a period more injudicioufly chofen 
to carry a retrenching fcheme into execution, than that which the Secret 
Committee pitched on for this. The officers, drained of money, and 
fmarting from the fatigue of a tedious and expenfive campaign, under- 
gone at that great diftance from the prefidency during the hot feafon, 
feeing themfelves not only precluded from all (hare in the rich fruits of 
their very efiential fervices, but even curtailed in their old eftablilhed 
advantages, without any profpett of redrefs, if they tamely fubmitted 
to the arbitrary terms impofed upon them, while even want ftared them 
in the face : for at the time I am fpeakirg of fuch was their mifery, 
that they could not even pay for cloaths : to which a friend of mine 
bears a melancholy tefiimony, having loft about 3000 rupees by fur- 
nilhing them with regimentals, by order of the General. 

This was precifely the cafe of the officers in Bengal at that time. 
When, therefore, thofe orders reached the different brigades, a thoufand 
refolutions were formed, and abandoned in a day, from the different 
paffions, capacities, and views of the people concerned ; but all agreed 
in calling out for redrefs, and thinking that fomething mull be done to 
ward off their impending diffrefs. 

As I was of the firft brigade, I muff confine myfelf to fpeak of what 
palled there, and tire confluences accruing to individuals in that corps. 

You 
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You know, it was General Carnac’s brigade; but under the command 
of Sir Robert Fletcher, and ftationcd at Mongheer ; confiding princi- 
pally of the officers who had been in all the fcrvice of the year 176c, 
and who were confequently ready to cry out firft againft any retrench- 
ing fchemes. In the firft tranfports of rage, many officers propoled at 
once to abandon the fervicc of fuch ungrateful mailers, and leave them 
to find officers better qualified for living upon rice and water ; but 
this was over-ruled, and a propofal made for addrefiing the Governor and 
Council, in a becoming memorial, fetting forth the diftreffes which the 
new regulation would inevitably occafion to the officers, and praying for 
a fufpenfion at leaft of the order, till the affair could be reprefented to the 
Company at home. This, after fome debate, was agreed to ; and the 
following paper was drawn up and forwarded to General Carnac, to be 
by him delivered in to the Board ; viz. 

“ To the Right Honourable the Prefident and Council. 

“ Gentlemen, 

. “ It is with the greateft refped we now prefume to lay before your 
“ Board, the hardfliips we labour under fince the reduction of our 
“ former allowance, and we flatter ourfelvcs, that what we (hall now 
“ offer, will appear reafonable, and induce the Board to comply with 
“ this our mod humble requeft. 

** We beg leave to reprefent, that we find the quarter batta inadequate 
“ to the unavoidable expence attending the character of an officer. The 
“ extraordinary batta allowed in this cftablilhment, in preference to the 
“ other eftabliffiments, only puts us on the fame footing with them, 

“ as it is well known that European commodities, which we mod 
“ want, are fold forty or fifty per cent, dearer here than at either of the 
“ fettlements of Madrafs or Bombay, and the difference is nearly the 
“ fame between this place and the prcfidency; as likewife lervants 
“ wages, and mod other neceffaries bear the lame proportion ; lb that 
“ we hope, fetting forth the prefent allowance not to be a proper lub- 
fiftence, will not appear an unjuft reprefentation, but a notice luffiCicnt 
“ for a repeal of the order of the firft of January. 

“ Were we to enumerate the fevere hardfhips wc endured the laft 
A campaign, we flatter ourfelves mentioning that alone, and the irre- 
“ parable hurt our conftitutions have fuffercd from a climate fo preju- 
“ dicial to every European, would have fome weight, Ihould wc requeft 
“ the former allowance, on the fame footing of an indulgence; but 
“ we hope the above Ihort reprefentation of fads will fuffice, leav- 

L 2 “ ing 



*4 APPENDIX. 

“ ing to your own known candor and impartiality, to fuggeft what elfe 
“ we might advance to induce you to a compliance with this our mod; 

“ refpett/ul requeft. We have the honour to fubfcribe ourfelvcs, with 
“ the greatcft refpefl,” &c, 

The General wrote the officers a fever e reprimand for applying to him, 
and the Board did not deign to give even an anfwer to their memorial. 
Thus cavalierly treated, they became inflamed beyond meafure ; and 
about the middle of April ijtd, they came to a fudden refolution to 
gain their point, or elfe to relign the Company’s fervice on the ift 
day of May next j but in fuch a manner as to give the leaft caufe for 
complaint againft them, or for difturbance among the men 5 nay even to 
ferve as volunteers, ffiouid it be defired, until other oflicers could be 
collected to take charge of the troops. 

The world will not be furprized when they hear this meafure vilified 
and condemned by thofe very people who had brought it about, by their 
oppreffive and tyrannical behaviour to the officers} and I make no 
doubt that every art will be ufed to render it odious in the eyes of 
the public } fince they endeavoured with equal impudence and falfity to 
make it be believed here, that the view of the refignation was to un- 
hinge the government, and fend the Seleft Committee prifoners to Eng- 
land. Such an abfurd and ridiculous fcheme could only proceed from 
their own pufillanimity and confcious wicked hearts. Had this refo- 
lution ever entered into the minds of the officers, they had nothing to do 
but to have remained quiet, and the men (to ufe their own phrafe) 
would have righted both themfelves and their officers } for towards the 
end of April, there were feveral meetings dilcorercd among the fer- 
jeants and common men, and but too much reafon to believe, that 
they would not part with their officers very eafily. The moment this was 
dilcovered, I can affirm, that it was fteadily and effectually difeounte- 
nanced by every officer who Was acquainted with the circumftances } 
who, to a man, would fooner have given up every confideration than 
have fee n or connived at any difturbance among the men, however 
much it might contribute to the advantage of the caufe they had en- 
gaged in ; and to this, I dare fay, the then commanding officer, Sir 
Robert Fletcher, will bear witnefs, from every part of their behaviour 
towa.ds him and the Company. Indeed fo very cautious were they t 
of giving their natural enemies any room to attack their character* 
-on that llore, that Captain Wilding and Lieutenant Petrie, with the 
knowledge and by the defire of the other officers, waited upon the com- 
manding officer, and, under neccffary reftriCtions, acquainted him 

with 
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widi their fufpidons ; nay, affured him, in the name of the whole, that 
they were ready to facrifice their lives, and every thing elfe, in fupport 
of the authority of the Company ovfer their troops and pofleflions. And 
when it was found expedient to divide the brigade, more effectually to 
prevent any evil confequences from the refignation, the officers actually 
marched out with the men, at their own expcnce and rilk, and encamp* 
<d at feme diftance from the fort, till they were ordered to quit the 
coHntryj which they as readily obeyed, as they had done any former 
order under very different circumftances. 

From aH thefe feCts, I am certain, the unprejudiced part of man- 
kind will believe, that the bloody intentions of the officers had no ex- 
iitcnce but in the brains of their oppreffors. This, however, is not 
at all extraordinary, fince it is well known, that in all ages and ftates, 
tyrannical governments have found it eafy, and fometimes neceffary, 
to trump up imaginary plots and feditions to ferve wicked turns, and 
throw a thin veil over their own actions, by colouring oppreffion with 
the face of neceffary feverity. 

On the i ft of May, the following letter, figned by every officer in the 
garrifon, the Brigade-major excepted, was fent to the commanding 
officer, accompanied with every gentleman’s commiffion viz. 

“ To Lieutenant Colonel Sir Robert Fletcher, commanding the firfl: 

“ Brigade at Mongheer. 

“SIR, 

“ That we might put it entirely out of the power of either the world 
“ or our own confidences to condemn us, for dcliriog leave to refign 
M our commhffioas in the honourable Company’s lei vice, we have lerved 
<l four months in obedience to the orders of the 31ft December, 
“ and are now but too well convinced, that our former 1'ufpicions were 
“ true 3 for notwithftanding the propo&d redu&ion of fervants wages, 
“ and diminilhing every unneccflhry attendant, we find we cannot 
“ live upon the prefent allowance, but muft run in debt every month, 
“ as long as we have any credit. * We muft appear upon the parade, 
“ as becomes officers, and keep up our refpedtive ranks, or difobey 
“ public orders. We muft eat and drink as befits the climate, or fall 
“ .iacrifices to hunger and ficknefs 3 and to do all theie only in rao- 

“ deration, we muft run ourfelves in debt to every one who will give 

“ us credit, be they gentlemen or the loweft of the creation ; and lo 

“ fall under the lam of another article of war, lor behaving unlike 

At gentlemen. 

“ You 
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. “ You know, that we have -applied &>r redrefsin the humblcrt man- 

** her, and that it ha$ been rclufedus;: it.isnecdlefs for us here to call 
“ upon you for a witnefs of oar attachment to the fervice’; our behaviour 
** through a feries of campaigns mud beat down ail Zander.. Many 
u of us have eat the Company’s bread for fome years, and are deeply 
“ concerned that we can no longer Ho it with honour j all of us are 
“ forry to be obliged to take this method of preventing ruin and mifery 
“ falling upon ourlelves- and connections, and we fincerely wilh that our 
“ matters may meet with a fet of officers as much devoted to their 
“ fervice as we have always wilhed to prove ourfelves, and who may 
“ maintain the Company’s affairs, to the lateft posterity, in that fplendor 
“ <o which we have happily railed them. But unlefs the pay and 
“ emoluments of their troops are again reftored to what they were in 
“ July and Auguft 1763, our prayers are all we can now give them. 

“ As it is from principle we now refign the fervice, it would give 
“ us the greateft uneafinefs ftiould the Company’s affairs fuffer by fo 
“ fudden a refignation. We have, therefore, rcfolved to ferve till the 
“ 1 5th of this month of May, without pay of. any kind, or. being 
“ efteemed officers in their fervice ; , when an anlwer may be had from 
“ thole gentlemen of the Council who we know have the power of re- 
“ dreffing us, or of filling up our places with 'other officers, provided 
“ you dcfire it. It would make us truly unhappy Ihould any difturb- 
“ ance arife among the men from this affair being known to them : we, 
“ therefore, beg you will take the neceffary precautions of keeping all 
“ quiet ; and as we are to receive no pay, you will be fo good to give 
“ the pay-matter directions for leaving the abftraCt for the non-commif- 
“ fioned and private men unfigned. 

M Our commilfions accompany this ; which we beg you will keep, 
“ and believe us to be with relpeCt, 

“SIR, 

“ Your moft obedient, humble fervants.” 

Mongheer, May ill 1766. 


To which letter the commanding officer returned the following anfwer. 

“ Gentlemen, Mdnghecr, May ift 1766. 

“ I have received your letter of this date, together with your com-' 
“ muttons ; and fliall, agreeable to your requett, take the moft expe- 

“ ditious 
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“ ditious method of obtaining you an anfwer from our fuperiors. I 
" agree with you in thinking it better, that the foldiers remain ignorant 
<( of the meafure you have taken j and I defire you will continue to do 
“ duty as officers, according to your former refpe&ive ranks, until we 
“ know the pleafure of the Governor and Council. 

“ I am, with regard, 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ Your moft obedient, and humble fervant, 
(Signed) “ ROBERT FLETCHER." 

The Line evening it was expedient for half of the troops to be marched 
out of the garrifon, as if going upon an expedition, and to encamp at 
fome diftance from the fort : in confequcnce of which every thing 
remained quiet till the 6th inftant, when Captain Wilding and Lieutenant 
Petrie were made prifoners, and fent down to Calcutta* as wa9 faid, by 
orders from Lord Clive, and their going to the Colonel (as mentioned 
above) was the affigned caufe. 

This, though perhaps not the firft, is a ftriking inftance of the 
unmeaning cruelty of the Bengal government at that period: and it can- 
not but amaze every thinking perfon, that two gentlemen Humid be 
fubje&ed to all the inconveniencies which would have attended the moft 
enormous crime, only for being too zealous in their duty, and too nice 
in their notions of honour, towards maftcrs prepared to ufe them with 
fiich harfhnels. For however trifling a thing it may now appear, their 
waiting upon Sir Robert Fletcher, to inform him of their fulpicions of 
a mutiny, was at the imminent rifk of their lives ; as mud be vifible to 
every one acquainted with the articles of war, to which they wete un- 
doubtedly fubjeft till they had actually refigned the fervicc. Whatever 
inconveniencies the paffive behaviour of thofe two gentlemen iubjedted 
them to, it had this good effeft : it convinced the world, that the fine 
llory of plots and feditions had not the fmallcft foundation in truth ; 
for it was not without the moft earneft felicitations, that thofe gentle- 
men prevented the whole brigade from accompanying them in a body to 
Calcutta; or, fword in hand, refeuing them from their confinement,, 
which they could not help thinking injullice ; iince every man has a 
right, an undoubted right, to refign that employ in which he is only a 
monthly fervant, and cannot fubfift upon his monthly allowance, without 
being fubjeiled to the miferies of^a felon or dcleiter. 

Soon 


2 
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8oon after Captain Wilding and Mr. Petrie had left Moflgheer, the 
confidence between the officers and the Colonel feems to have decreafed 
gradually, till it ended in an order for /even or eight of the officers to 
leave the garrifon inftantly, and proceed to Calcutta; and almoft in the 
fame breath a general order Was iffued for the whole to leave the difrfidt 
of Mongheer in one hour’s time, or they would be driven away by an 
armed force, and efieemed enemies to their country. 

Whether this was an order" of Lord Clive’s, who was then upon his 
way to Patna, or whole it was, I own ijt is not my bufinefs to enquire; 
but wherever it falls, it Ihould leave an indelible blot, and will, I hope, 
ftarnp the names of the authors of it with eternal infamy. The tender- 
nefs of a tyger muft poffefs that bread which could unconcernedly fee 
the men who had fpent their youth and ftrength in the military fervice 
of the Company, thole gallant young men who had pttrehafed honour 
with the low of limbs and conftitutions, in the unhealthy climate of 
Bengal, troop off, for fear of feeing fixed bayonets at their heels, and 
leave their all, their little all, to the mercy of their enemies; and all this 
to pleafe feme particular deftroyers 1 

The confequences of this order were truly /hocking to human nature. 
Some gen'lemen, of families many degrees fuperior to any of the Coun- 
cil, were carried without the walls of the fort in the depth of a 
falivation ; others had juft fwallowcd emetics, and were not allowed to 
remain to work them off ; whilft the lame were obliged to limp out on 
their crutches, to avoid the military inftruments of tyrannic power. 

Such arc the miferies which Eneli/hmen are doomed to fuffer when 
removed far from the influence of the happy conftitution of their native 
country ! in a place where power gives law, and force i9 right ; and 
where no man is found brave enough to fhake the rod of correction 
over the head of lawlefs authority. 

Before the officers left the , garrifon, the men got under arm?, and 
feemed refolved to accompany them; but feeing their officers dif- 
courage the attempt, and thew no inclination to join and command 
them, they were foon difperfed to their quarters, by the unmilitary 
meafure of money and liquors. Next day Lord Clive arrived at Mong- 
heer, and by flattering the common men and decrying the officers, at 
the expenfcc of every human virtue', he kept all quiet, though not 
without the affiftance of large fums of money ; having in a few days dis- 
tributed tn.ic in prefents to the Teapoys and foldiers than would have 
fatisfied the po r diftnfled officers of all the army for a whole year. 
Such were Tome of the inflances of his lord/hip’s ceconomy. But hot- 

4 withftanding 
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withftanding this fuccets at firft, fuch obftinacy would probably have 
toll the Company very dear, had not the weaknefs and wickednels of 
human nature afforded opportunities for regaining a great number of 
the officers who had juft left the fervicc : many of whom had engaged 
in the affair of the resignation with no other views ■ than treacheroufly to 
rife on the ruin of their brother officers, whofe attachment to their ho- 
nour they knew would influence them to defpife all advantages to be 
reaped from the violation of it. Others of them were gained by threats, 
and many more by impolition j fo that in a fhort time the caufc was de- 
ferted, and only the few who preferred honeft poverty to infamous 
affluence, remained fufferers on this occafion j fome being fent home to 
England, others loliog five or fix years dear-bought rank, and others per- 
mitted the favour of being left to gain their bread by the fweat of their 
brows in Calcutta. 

Thus far it was neceflary to follow the circumftances attending the 
refignation of the honeft and fteady part of the officers, to llicw with 
how little reafon their enemies have endeavoured to brand their conduit 
with feditious and dangerous defigns againft the government. It may 
be now worth while to obferve the confejuences, and the effect it had 
on the civil conftitution of Bengal ; which, from being limited and mild, 
according to the laws of England, is become abfolute, unlimited, and 
tyrannical in a greater degree than the moft arbitrary government in the 
known world. 

I have obferved before, that Mefirs. Wilding and Petrie were fent Pri- 
foners from Mongheer to Calcutta, and ought to have proceeded thither 
under a guard of feapoysj but by a concatenation of miftakes, the 
guard for their perfons was left behind, and they were only accom- 
panied by that intended for their baggage ; which freed them from very 
dreadful inconveniencies on their arrival in Calcutta, as will be feen bye 
and bye. 

In the abfence of Lord Clive, Mr. Sumner (equally remarkable for 
his condefcenfion, when fecond, as for his overbearing conduct when in 
the chair, as ading governor) who reigned in Calcutta at that time, had 
denounced his vengeance on the heads of all oppofers, and is reported to 
have faid, of the refigned officers, “ There are four of them coming 
“ down prifoners ; I wilh there were twenty-four, that I might have 
u the pleafure of hanging them all." 

When the two unfortunate gentlemen mentioned above arrived at Cal- 
cutta, they waited upon this Deputy Governor, to acquaint him of 
their having quitted the fervicc, and their intention of refiding at Cal- 
cutta $ to which be anfwercd, They had been put in arreft by Sir Robert 

M Fletcher, 
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Fletcher, and muft remain fo till Lord Clive's pleasure was knows . This 
they ftrenuoufly denied j offering, that, as they held no military em- 
ployment, they could in no degree be fubjed to military law ; and left 
him to ufe his plcafure. The fame evening, the Fort Adjutant came 
to their lodgings, and told them, he had the Governor’s orders to put 
them under arreft j which they refufed to obey, for the reafons given 
by them to the Deputy Governor himfelf ; and requefted him to take 
down their anfwers in writing, that they might not be any more trou- 
bled with his vilits. Notwithftanding this he returned again, next 
morning, and infilled on their obeying the arreft, as Officers in the 
fervice of the Eaft India Company ; and on their perfifting in their firft 
refolution, he acquainted them, that he had the Orders of the Governor 
and Council to take them out of their lodgings by force, and confine 
them in the New Fort, under a guard j and if they fhut their doors, he 
had orders to plant ccntinels before the door, and fiarve them into com - 
pliance : and for that purpofe he had paraded a guard of thirty men. 
Mr. Gideon Johnftone, in whofe houfc this happened, overhearing the 
laft part of the threat, acquainted the Adjutant, that if he dared to 
enter his houfe, or to place ccntinels upon it, he would profecute him, 
and all concerned, to the utmoft extent of the law ; and at tht fame 
time leave the houfe to the mercy of the foldiers, in which there was* 
the propetty of many private merchants, to the amount of fome lacks of 
rupees. 

This ftaggered his refolution, and he departed to acquaint the ty- 
rants with the oppofition he had met ; who, though they feemed ready 
enough to facrince every moral tie to their refentment, fhuddered at 
the thoughts of incurring penalties for hurting a houfe of fuch confe- 
quence, and they well knew Mr. Gideon Johnftone would be as good 
as his word ; nor could Mr. John Holme, tne oracle of law to the then 
Council, afford them any confolation j for, after twifting and turning 
the charter with the utmoft pettifogging fkill, he was forced to declare, 
that he could not find any part which juftified a forcible entry. Thi$ 
gave the poor gentlemen fome refpite, but it was only in idea j for they 
were obliged to keep their doors guarded and barricadoed, to prevent the 
Adjutant from putting his threats into execution. 

In this dilemma, they fent for an attorney of the Mayor’s Court, to 
inftruft them in the methods of procuring their liberty, by an appli- 
cation to the civil power : but he very honeftly told them, that there 
was no fuch thing as law in Calcutta ; nor could they there hope for any 
rtdrefs j that, for his own part, his office obliged him to take a re- 
taining fee from them * but, at the feme time, he would take it as die 

greateft 
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greateft favour, and a real mark of friendship, ^ they wouW not infift 
upon k ) fir bis appearance in (heir caufi might ruin Mm in> the fettle - 
Hunts and then, without leaving them time to reply, he wlfhed them a 
good morning. 

In this fituation things remained till the quatterrfeffions came on, when 
they determined to try their caufe before the Grand Jury, never doubting 
to find flicker and protection under that glorious bulwark of English 
liberty. Accordingly, on the firft day of the feffions, they Sent the fol- 
lowing letter to the Foreman of tho Grand Jury } via. 

“ To James Lifter, Efquire, Foreman, and the Members of the 

“ Grand Jury. 


“ Gentlemen, 

« We hope you will excufe the liberty we now take in addreffing you 
« on a fubjeCt of the moft interefting nature to ourfelves, to you, and to 
« every free-born Engli/hman who lives under the protection of that bleff- 
« ed conftitution ; and that you will, as far as in your power, grant us 
« that redrefs which the extraordinary circumftances of our cafe require, 
“ which are as follow : 

«« On the firft of this month we refigned our commiftions in the Ho- 
« nourable Company’s fervicc, which were accepted of by the com- 
« manding officer at Mongheer, where we then were •, nor have we 
“ received any pay fine© the joth April. Laft night, after we had 
« been twenty days out of the fervice, the Fort Adjutant came to our 
« lodgings, and faid he had the ACting Governor’s orders to put us 
«« in arreft, which we refufed to obey j alledging wo were not fubjcCt 
n in any degree to military difeipline, but were ready to anfwcr any 
k charge brought againft us according to the laws of England.— This 
«■ morning he returned again j and, in order to intimidate us into a 
<* fubmiffion to military law, faid be had the orders of the Governor 
“ and Council to carry us out of our lodgings with a military force, if 
« we did not inftantly obey flic arreft •, and that if we fhut our doors, he 
« would place the centinels upon them. We returned the fame anfwer 
«« as before : and ever fincc have been in hourly expectation of feeing 
“•our lodgings befet with military guards, by which we are entirely 
“ prevented from going about our own affairs, and put in fear of our 
« lives. Thus are our moft valuable privileges, as Englilhmen, let at 
« nought, and trampled upon } thus are we kept prifoners in our own 
“ houfe, from fear of being affaulted when we go abroad ■, and thus is. 

M a “ thc 
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« « the government become military, and we are at once made liable to 
<< all the horrible confequences which it is ncedlefs for us to point out* 
<< as they mud be but too obvious to every one who reflects that he if 
« a Briton, and a fon of freedom, unlefs the civil power heartily in- 
«< terferes to prevent (uch unprecedented proceedings, before they 
*< have gained too great a head. When we reflect upon the tranfac- 
« tions of this day, when we reflect that we appealed to the laws of oub 
<« country, and when we reflect that that appeal was difrcgarded, how 
«* can we but tremble for our liberties, which lie at the laft gafp !— If. 
“ we have committed any crime, we are ready to anfwer for it, and. 
“ fhall rejoice to be tried by an impartial jury : to that we fly for pro- 
“ tedtion againft fuch unwarrantable and lawlefs proceedings. If 
“ through ignorance we have committed any error in point of form,. 
“ we hope you will excufe it, and efteem us your diftreffed fellow- 
“ fubjedts. 


(Signed) “ BENJ. WILDING. 

« JOHN PETRIE.” 

In conlequence of this letter, they were carried before the foremanr 
and jury by a peace-officer j and after being fworn and examined, they 
were condudted back to their lodgings, exulting in the happinefs of being 
Englifhmen, and fecure in the hope of obtaining redrefs againft their 
oppreflbrs. 

How {hall I go on ? — How lhall I publifh to the world the ftiame of 
my country ? — There were not twelve honeft men found to ftand forth 
aflcrtors of Britifh liberty ! However, to do mankind juftice, ten de- 
clared for the noble privilege of Britons, and feven for power : but the 
judges were of opinion, that only twelve could conftitute a legal ma- 
jority. The little fpirit of liberty which exifted in the fettlement after 
this, was exerted for a fhort time in manifefting deteflation of thofe 
feven proftitutes to power ; but the lenient hand of time, which fmooths 
by degrees even the ‘brows of murderers, has long ago buried their crime 
and their puniflimcnt in oblivion, nor has one fpark of that noble- prin- 
ciple ever blazed forth fince that period. 

I am not fufficiently verfed in the laws of my country to- determine, 
but I have been allured, that feventeen cannot legally conftitute ar 
Grand Jury, unlefs when no more can attend. If this be true, there 
muft have been fcandalous proceedings in the cafe before us *, fince, 
when the jurors were to have been fworn in, there were twenty in the 
court } but when fixtecn had taken the oath, Mr. Vereift made the- 

clerk. 
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clerk of the peace call them over twice, to knotty the number, and I Aip- 
pofe the names, before he would permit the feventeenth to take the bath } 
and immediately upon its being adminiftered to them, the other three were 
required to leave the court, for that the jury was complete. How far this 
manner of acting is agreeable to law, 1 cannot pretend to fay, but it 
feems to be very unlike juftice. 

The fixation of the prifoners was now more deplorable than ever. 
Given up by the law to the mercy of their enemies, they had nothing to 
expeft but the utmoft feverity } which would certainly have fallen upon 
them, but for the protection that Mr. Gideon Johnfbne’s houfe afforded 
them, which the officers did not choofe to enter, unlefs exprefsly autho- 
rized by the fiat of Lord Clive. . 

In tne mean time an attorney, bolder than the reft, ventured to ac- 

3 uaint them, that they might, at any time, bind the Adjutant over to 
ic peace, as well as any number of perfons, his abettors, though un- 
known to them : upon which they immediately, each of them, wrote 
the following letter ; viz. 

« To Randolph Marriott, Efquire, one* of his Majcfty’s Juftices of 

“ the Peace. 

« S I R, 

“ On the 26th of this current month, a perfon who calls himfelf 
« Lieutenant Baldwin, Fort Adjutant, came to the houfe where I re- 
fide, and threatened to bring a military force, confiding of a jam- 
“ madar and thirty fcapoys, and carry me by violence a prifoner to the 
« New Fort, there to confine me, if I would not fubjett myfelf to mi- 
“ litary law, after l bad informed him twice, that I held no military em- 
‘t ployment, and was therefore not fubjedt to military law. As this 
“ threatening has never been taken, off, I have ever fincc lived in fear 
“ of my life ; and am deterred from going about my lawful affairs, 
“ which fuff* great impediments, for fear of an affault in the ftreets : 
“ with a view to bring him to condign punifhment, l muft requeft you 
41 will bind him over to the peace, as well as feveral other perfons un- 
« known to me, his abettors, and whom he called by the name of the 
“ Governor and Council ; but as I am apprehenfive of being feized by* 
« this man in my way to you, I muft likewifc requeft you will order a 
* peace-officer to protcdl me till I come before you, and make oath to- 
41 the truth of what I have herein fet forth. 

I am, Sir, your moft obedient fervant, 

(One copy figned) “ BEN. WILDING." 
(Another) « JOHN PETRIE." 

Mr- 
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. Mr., Marriott, the Acting Juftice, without returning apy Anfwcr 
polled- away to the ConnciMiPufe, to take the advice of hi* brother a*l 
^reflors, and from thence wrote to them the iu/ticeJkt Utter fo How- 
rog: 


“ To Captain Wilding and Lieutenant Petrie. 


“ Gentlemen, 

" Pioafe to inform me whether Lieutenant Baldwin came to you in a 
«. public or private capacity ? 3 

“ I am, Gentlemen, 


u Your moft obedient fervant. 


(Signed) RANDOLPH MARRIOTT, one of 
* “ his Majefty’s Juftices of thePeace for Calcutta,” 


To this letter they roturned the following aiffwer : 

“ To Randolph Marriott, Efquire, one of his Maiefty’s Juftices of 
“ the Peace for Calcutta, 

'* S I R, 

“ Itnagining you had, through inadvertency, addrelfed us on the co- 
“ verof your letter under wrong titles, we broke the fealj butmuftin- 
“ form you, that, holding no military employment, we are not to be 
“ known in any affair of law by any other than our Chriftko names. 
“ However, as courtefy generally continues an officer’s title after he has 
“ refigned his commiffion, we, to lave time, inform you, that Lieu- 
“ tenant Baldwin came to us in a falh,, fword, and gorget, thf proper drefs 
“ of kis office, and laid, he was ordered to threaten us by the Gover- 
“ nor a nd Council : but we, as private perfoas, have no buftneft whe- 
“ ther he came in a public or private capacity. 

“ Wc are, S I R, 

“ Your moft obedient fernnts, 

(Signed) “ BEN. WILDING, 

" JOHN PETRIE.” 


They 
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They heard nothing more from Mr. Marriott that day. About nine at 
night, Mr. Petrie, finding it neceffary to go abroad about fome urgent 
bufinefe, wrote, by himfelf, the following letter : 

** To Randolph Marriott, Efquke, one of his Majcfty’s Juftices of 
** the Peace for the Town of Calcutta. 

“SIR, 

“ As a fubjeft of Great Britain, labouring under oppreffion, I again 
M apply to you, as one of his Majefty’s fwofn Juftices of the Peace, for 
“ that juftice againft my. oppreflors which the law directs, and which 
«« his Majefty has been gracioufly pleafed to take particular notice of in 
“ his letters patent to his Juftices. 

* I am, SIR, 

** Your obedient fervant, 

(Signed) “ JOHN PETRIE." 

This produced, next morning, the letter following : 

“ To Captain Wilding and Lieutenant Petrie. 

“ GENTLEMEN, 

«« As you mention Lieutenant Baldwin came to you in his public 
« military capacity, any grievance you may have to complain of muft 
« lay againft the authority which fent him : and as an Aft of Parliament 
« points out a method of redrefs , I apprehend a Jufice of the Peace cannot 
“ interfere 

M lam, GentlemZn, 

* «* Your moft obedient fervant, 

(Signed) - RANDOLPH MARRIOTT.* 

The unfortunate gentlemen thought this letter worthy of no other 

reply than the Mowing ftiort anfwer : 

• 

“ Meffieurs Wilding and Petrie prelent their compliments to Mr. Mar- 
« riott, and Ihould be glad to know how the mefienger in the affair of Mr. 
M Wilkes came to be puniihed ? 

" Calcutta, 3d June 1766." 
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Thus finiflicd their correfpondeflce, and conne&iori with the 
Justices of Calcutta, for after this they went abroad, their own 
protcdors, and met with no other moleftation than bejng followed through 
the town by the fpies of the Governor, fent after them to fee who gave 
them a dinner, or a fupper j to fuch amazing ateannciTcs do bad men 
in power defeend 1 

Notwithftanding all that had patted, the prifoners would have found 
it a difficult matter to have proved a falfe imprifonment upon the Go- 
vernor and Council, had it not been for their own folly and inconfiftency. 
Li about a week after their correfpondencc with the foreman and Mr. 
Marriott was at an end, the Adjutant once more made his appearance at 
their lodgings (like the herald in Henry the Fifth after the battle of Agin- 
court) mightily crejl- fallen, where, in the mod rcfpe&ful terms, he de- 
livered the compliments of the Governor and Council, telling them that, 
as Sir Robert Fletcher had accepted of the commifions when they re/igned the 
jervice , they were no longer prifoners , but now at liberty to go where they 
pleajed. It is a queftion worthy the determination of a Governor and 
Council, whether tyrannical pride or meannefs appeared molt conspicuous 
through the whole courle of thefc proceedings ? 

Thus have I, my dear Sir, gone through the moft material circurn- 
ttanccs attending this melancholy .affair, with avoiding, for fear of pro- 
lixity, the mention of many things of lefs importance, but equally 
tending to prove the unremitting violence with which the people in power 
adlcd towards the unhappy officers, who had facrificed their yopth 
and confutations to the fcrvice of the Company. Whether the two 
gentlemen above-mentioned deferred the treatment they met. with, or 
not, or whether the corvJudt of the juft ices wis according to law, 
I will not pretend to determine ; and lhall therefore conclude with 
making this obvious remark upon the whole, that the legillature muft 
certainly have been impofed upon with refpedt to the ftate of affairs in 
India, fince we cannot think they could be .ignorant, that all the Com- 
pany’s fettlemerits are fubjett to the laws of England. The jufticcs of 
the peace through all India are thofc, only, who are of the Council at 
the different fettlements, who are fo ab officio 5 they leave England at 
the age of fixteen, many of them before they know what juftice means, 
and are ever afterwards taught to believe it confifts in the fat of a Go- 
vernor and Council. There is fcarce ever a caufe in which it is neceffary 
for a juftice to interfere, which does not take its rife either from ridi- 
culous orders from the Company at home, or the rapacious monopoliz- 
ing fpirit of their fervants abroad : and, above all, there is fcarce a 
poffible cafe in which the members of the Council, as individuals, are 

4 not 
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pot concerned direXly or indirectly, from the.ir cxtenfive connexions in 
import and export trade, farms, &c. &c. Is then the boafted liberty of 
Engliftunen to be fubjeX to a jurifdiXion, where the judge himfelf is 
either appellant or defendant? How ftrikingly applicable is this to the 
cafe of Mr. Marriott before us ? Inftead of having the parties immediately 
brought before him, or calling together a Bench of Juftices, he ported 
away to the Council-houfe, to conlult with the fervants of the Company, 
his own aflociates, whether he (hould aX according to his confcience, 
and adminirter juftice according to his oath, or according to the dic- 
tates of a tyrannical ruler. As this letter has much exceeded the length 
1 intended at firrt, I imagine you are fufficicntly tired; and wifhing 
you all happinefs, I am, &c. 


N° XXXI. 

The Narrative of Mr. Vernon Duffield, relative to his own 
Cafe, and the Cafe of Mr. Francis Robertson of Benoal. 

“ Having ferved many years in the army at Bengal, I was one of the 
many officers who thought themfelves injured and diftrefied by the hid- 
den reduction of the euablifhed batta-money, in December 1765, by 
Lord Clive and his Secret Committee; and who, after fruitlefsly waiting 
fix months in hopes of a favourable iffue to their remonftrances, came 
to a refolution to refign on the ift of May 1 y 66. The brigade I be- 
longed to lay in cantonments at Bankipore, near Patna, under the com- 
mand of Cblonel Sir Robert Barker, who (ent mean order, immediately 
after I had refigned my commiffion, to repair to Calcutta the very next 
day. Upon this, I waited on Sir Robert Barker, to be acquainted with 
the reafons of my having fo fhort a notice given me, particularly as he 
knew my wife and family were with me, totally unprepared for folong 
a journey, and my private concerns altogether unlettled ; and farther 
to requ$ft, that if (notwithftanding I was no longer in the Company 9 
military fervicc) I mud go, he would allow me a few days more to 
fettle my affairs. Thefe my remonftrances and requeft had no effect : 
whereupon I afked Colonel Barker, if he would ftand to all the confe- 
quences of thelofs or Ioffes that might happen of my valuable cffeXs, 
from the dangers of the river, as well as of thofc I (hould, on fo (hort a 
notice, be nece/jitated to leave behind me? The Colonel returned for 
anfwer, that I muft go, and that he would ftand to every thing he . 

9 3 •*. r \\/nprr*- 
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Whereupon I was obliged to leave Bankipore that evening j taking 
with me my wife and family, and leaving behind unadjufted debts that 
were due to me to the amount of 16*000 rupees. The boats on the 
Company’s account, provided by Colonel Barker to carry me to Cal- 
cutta, appeared fo cxcefiivc bad, that I could not think of venturing 
myfeif and family in them ; and having luckily a boat of my own, I 
embarked with my family on board my own boat, putting my baggage 
into the boats provided for that purpofe } fearing much at the lame 
time, that they would not be able to undergo the voyage to Calcutta, 
which was between 400 and 500 miles off. Juft after my arrival 
at a place* called Noon Golah I received an order from Colonel 
Barker, that I muft not on any account touch, or call at Mong- 
heer on my way. On my pafiage down, one of the Company’s boats 
with a part of my baggage on board, to the amount of about one 
thoufand rupees, was loft in a ftorm near Bhar; whereupon I wrote 
to Colonel Barker, informing him of the accident, and that in confe- 
quencc of his declaration, “ that he fliould ftand to the confcquences 
“ of thus fending me out of the country,” I Ihould take the liberty to 
fend him an account of the particulars of my lofs, and call upon him 
for the amount : to which letter he never returned any anfwer. Having 
procured another boat at my own expence, to take in fuch part of the 
baggage as was faved from the wreck, I proceeded on till we arrived 
at Bandecoot, a place about 100 miles from Calcutta ; where, not find- 
ing water fufficient in the river to carry boats any farther, I was under 
the neceflity of leaving the boats, and of travelling over land with my 
family and baggage, at my own expence ; which, including boat-hire, 
bearers, cooleys, hackeries, and other travelling charges, coft me 
about 600 rupees before I arrived at Calcutta, which was the begin- 
ing of Junej having been better than a month on my pafiage down. 

On the 9th June 1766, I received an order from the Governor and 
Council of Calcutta, in which four other Gentlemen were included, 
directing us to hold ourfelves in rcadinefs to embark for Europe by the 
returning (hips of that feafon. As this was an unprecedented thing, I 
imagined it was done with a defign to frighten us into the fervice again; 
and finding afterwards thqt many of the refigners had again adtually 
entered into the fervice, and farther confidcring I was in rank near a 
majority, and that if the Governor and Council fhould perfift in carry- 
ing their order for my fuddenly going to Europe into execution by 
force, it would be the caufe of inevitable ruin to me and my family ; I 
therefore was neccifitated to make every fubmiffion that could be made 
with decency or propriety to the Prefident and Council, as well as to 
2 feveral 
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feyeral particular members, in order to procure my reinftatement: but 
thole my applications and fubmiftions were all ineffectual. 

On the 1 8th Auguft 1766, to my great furprizfc, I received a letter 
from Mr. William Alderiey, fccretary, informing me, “ That in con- 
«* fequence of the notice already given me of the 9th June 1766, to 
“ prepare for returning to Europe, for the part I bore in the late re- 
“ Agnation of the officers of the army, he was ordered, by the Right 
“ Honourable Lord Clive, prefident, and the Council of Calcutta, to ' 
“ acquaint me that I mull accordingly embark on board the Lord 

Camden, which Ihip was expected to fail towards the end of the 
“ month; and that* Captain Smith was furnilhed with an order forre- 
** ceiving me on board with my necciraries.’' At this time my wife 
was three months gone with child. The fuddennefs of fuch unexpected 
news, and the reflection of my being thus cruelly torn from her, over- 
came her fo much that Ihc fell fick, and a violent fever enfued, which 
had near coft her her life; and in the midft of this illnels flic mifearried. 

I found from Captain Smith, commander of The Lord Camden, 
who had likewife received his orders from the Governor and Council, 
that I was to be taken on board as a charter-party paffenger *, and 
fhould have but bad accommodations on board : in the midft therefore 
of my diftrefs, I once more, under date of the 14th Auguft 1766, ad- 
dreffed the Governor and Council in the molt fubmiflivc terms, requeft- 
ingthat, in confideration of my long, faithful, and known fervices in 
the Company’s military employ, I might, as well as others, be re-ad- 
mitted to my former Ration. 1 farther reprefented the diftrefled Ctua- 
tion of myfelf and family, and that I could not thus go to Europe with- 
out inevitable ruin. 

In anfwcr to this my humble Application, I received a letter from 
Mr. Secretary Alderfey, dated Calcutta, the 25th Auguft 1 766, in- 
forming me, “ That he was ordered by the Right Honourable the Pre- 
ss fluent and Council to acknowledge the receipt of my letter to them, 
tt to acquaint me, in anfwer, that they were determined to have 
« their orders duly complied with ; and Urilefs I did repair on board 
«< The Lord Camden in proper time, purfuant to the notice I had al- 
« ready received, that I might be allured the Company’s orders would 
“ be put in execution, by embarking me by force.” 


* Charter-party paflengers are fent home at the Company’s cxpence, fo far as to be mtitlcd 
to a birth and to Ihip’i provifioos, a* common failors. '1 he fending over of gentlemen by 
violence, therefore, on fuch a kind of agreement, is putting them daftly on a footing with 
the felons who are tranfported from England to America •, wholb accommodation and fupply 
of Ihlp-provifions, during the voyage, are contrafted and paid for by the crown. 

N 2 
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On Friday the 29th Auguft 17 66, Lord Clive ordered hie Aid-de- 
camp, Captain Upton, to acquaint me, that he expefted I would go on 
board the (hip Lord Camden, Captain Smith* on the Monday next, as 
the Captain went on board that day; and thit Mr. Kelfall the Cotn- 
miflary General had orders to provide me with boats. As I had before 
heard Colonel Barker declare, in prefence of feveral officers, that Lord 
Clive would facrifice himfelf, family, and fortune, and even the whole 
fcttlement, rather than give up his point, 1 now plainly perceived it 
was impoffible to foften his inhuman heart to companion, but that I 
(hould fhortly be torn from my family, fortune, and every thing dear 
to me. All that I could do on this occafion, in the fettlement of Cal- 
cutta, was to caufe the notary public, Mr. John Holme, to draw up 
two protefts againft Lord Clive, the Council, and Captain Nathaniel 
Smith of The Lord Camden; which was accordingly clone, and one of 
them I prefented to the Governor and Council, and the other to Cap- 
tain Smith. 

On the morning of the 3d September 1766, Captain Upton came to 
my houfe, and informed me that Lord Clive had fent him to me, to 
defire I would not repel force by force, as he intended that afternoon 
to fend an officer with a party of feapoys to force me on board The Lord 
Camden j and that his Lordlhip farmer defired him to acquaint , me, 
that he would give me all the law on my fide that I could require, as 
he was fully determined to break into my houfe , either at the doors or 
windows. I defired Captain Upton to prefent my refpefts to Lord Clive, 
and acquaint him that I was refolved not to go on board any (hip by 
confent, and that his Lordihip might ufe what force he pleafed, as I 
would foonerlofe my life than be feparated from my wife, family, and 
fortune in fuch a cruel and unlawful manner. 

Accordingly the next morning, being the 4th September 1 766, En- 
fign Peter Angerfteen entered and furrounded my houfe with a ferjeant 
and twelve or fourteen feapoys, in order to feize my perlbn ; but on 
my perceiving the guard enter the door of the fore-part of my houfe, I, 
being then in the hall, (hut the doors of the rooms againft them, ex- 
pecting the guard would break them open, as Captain Upton had before 
acquainted me his Lordlhip’s intentions were. But Enfign Angerfteen, 
finding I had (hut the inner doors of my houfe, immediately planted 
fix centinels at the doors and windows, and gave drift orders to the 
guards, not to fufj'er either vifluah or drink to be admitted to me , nor 
-any perjbn or per/ons to have any communication with me. My wife at 
this time, being in an adjacent room of the houfe, was not permitted 
10 come into the apartment I was in., nor even differed to talk tp me 

through 
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through the bars of the windows. Upon my a/king Enfign Angerfteen, 
by what authority he afted fo imprudently and unlawfully ? he told me 
it was by Lord Clive’s pofitive order, which he had, figned and fealcd 
by his Lordlhip’s own hand. At my requeft, he read part of the order 
to me, (landing at adiftance from the window, purporting, “ that h^ 
** Angerfteen, was to take a guard, and fecure the perfons of Captain 
“ Vernon Duffield and Enfign Francis Robertfon, not to fuffer any 
<( perlon or perfons whatfoever to go in or to come out, or allow pro- 
u vifions, liquors, or fuppKes of any kind to be conveyed to them, 
“ without his Lordffiip’s exprefs orders: and that he might try to get 
“ in at the windows, or by any other fine/Te, to fecure their perfons.” 
When Enfign Angerfteen had read thus much of his orders, he put 
them in his pocket. I begged he would read the whole to me : but he 
xefufed doing it, and went away, leaving the guards ftationed as be- 
fore- mentioned. Dinner being ready, my wife and fome of my fervants 
approached to give me fome vidtuals through the bars of the windows ; 
upon which the centincls pufhed them away with great infolence, and 
•abufed them to the higheft degree. About this time a Jammadar, or 
black officer of feapoys, entered a room joining to my houfe, where my 
wife and part of my family were fitting, and with the greateft affiiranee 
infilled on fitting down clofe to her. I immediately fpoke to him in 
his own language, telling him, that was my wife and family, and de- 
iired him to go out of my houfe j npon wnich he abufed me beyond 
expreflion. 

In this fituation, I wrote to the Mayor and Aldermen of Cal- 
cutta, as alfo to Randolph Marrtott and Hugh Watts, Efquires, 
his Majefty’s juftices of the peace, acquainting them with my fituation, 
and informing them, that not being a military man, neither having 
.committed robbery, treafon, murder, nor any other crime or mifdc- 
ineanor, I applied to them, as to the civil power of that city, hoping 
for their protection. On the 5th September 1766, I received a letter 
from Mr. John Holme, Regiftcrof the Mayor’s Court, acquainting me, 
that he was ordered by the court to inform me, that my affair did not 
come within their cognizance or jurrfdidion : and the fame day I re- 
ceived an anfwer from Mr. Watts, that he was Jick. But having re- 
eled no anfwer from Mr. Marriott, I wrote to him again on the faid 
5th September, informing him, that my condition was then fuch, that 
I was Jlarving, and had not even been allowed to go to the necejj'ary-houfe 
.during my confinement. In -anfwer, I received a letter from Mr. Mar- 
jUott, the fame day, acquainting me, that •** be had received my let- 
•“ ter and had waited in expectation my Jervant would have returned the 

** next 
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“ next morning for his anfwer. But informing me further, that, if I 
“ would now pleafe to apply to Claud Ruffell , Efquire, who was the pre- 
“ fent ailing juficc oj the peace, he dared to Jay, I Jhould he granted a 
“ eivil officer to conduSl me to him, in order to lay my grievances before 
“ him." Such cxcufes and delays could adminifter but fmall comfort 
to a man in my circumftances; however having no other profpedl, on 
this information, I wrote to Mr. Claud Ruffell, on the faid 5th September, 
to which receiving no anfwer, I wrote to him again on the 6th, when at 
lad he thought proper to write me a letter, informing me that, “ as 
“ J'oon as he could have the opinion oj the Bench of fuff ices upon the fubjebl 
“ of my complaint, he would return me an anfwer.” Not hearing any thing 
f'aiiher, on the 8th September I wrote again to Mr. RuffelJ, acquainting him 
of the continuance of my diftrels, with aggravation, for that the night 
before, my windows were ordered to be Jhut up to prevent both light and air 
from coming to me : and, impatient for relief, on the lame day I wrote, for 
the fame purpofc, to the other Juftices William Brightwell Sumner, Harry 
Verelft, Charles Ffloyer, Thomas Kelfall, and William Alderfcy, Efquires, 
all then refident within the town of Calcutta. Some time after which I 
at lad received a letter from Mr. Ruffell, informing me, “ that the mem - 
“ hers of the board being difperfed in the country, a full bench could not be 
“ ajjembled till that morning , being the 8 th September 1766, or he fmld have 
“ returned an anfwer to my letter fooner-, and that Mr. Grofe, their clerk, 
“ whom they had deputed to wait on me, would acquaint me with the refult 
“ of their meeting .” Accordingly that evening Mr. Grofe came to me, 
and informed me, by word of mouth, through the bars of my window, 
“ that the Bench of Juftices had laid my letters before Lord Clive, and ajked 
“ his reaj'ons for placing the guards on me in the manner I had related in my 
“ letters, and that his Lordjhip had anjwered, that he had not ordered the 
“ guards to confine me to my room, but, on the contrary, had given them 
“ orders to let me go about where I would, that I was at liberty to go to 
“ any part of Calcutta-, and that the reafon of the guards being placed over 
“ me, his Lordjhip faid, was for not obeying the orders of the Governor and 
“ Council in going on board The Lord Camden. Farther , that the Bench 
“ of Juftices thought the letters I bad laid before them were groundlefs , 
“ and thy Jhould take no farther notice of them-, but that if I would] 
“ agreeably to the orders of the Governor and Council, proceed on board 
“ The Lord Camden, I might expeft all the civility and good treatment I 
“ could wifi for” 

Thefe minutes reported from the Bench of Juftices, I took down in 
writing before Mr. Grofe, and the next day I addrelTcd them again, 
expoftulating on their meffage, difapproving certain allegations, and ac- 
quainting 
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quainting them, that as a Britifh fubjetft much opprefled, I applied to 
them as his Majcfty’s Juftices, requefting they would examine Enfign An- 
gerfteen, Serjeant Halfell, and the havildar of the guard, upon oath, 
concerning the orders by which they a&ed ; but that as for going on 
board The Lord Camden, I had already acquainted the Governor and 
Council that I could not comply with fuch orders. 

The Bench did not (hew the lead inclination to comply with my re- 
queft, refpefting the examination; fo, on the 10th September 1766,1 
wrote again feparately to William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ran- 
dolph Marriott, Claud RulTell, Thomas Kelfall, Charles Ffloycr, and 
William Alderfey, Efquires, his Majefty’s Juftices, acquainting them, that 
I wanted to l'wear the peace againft Enfign Angerfteen ; and as I was pre- 
vented from waiting upon them, by my being confined, I ftiould be glad 
to fee any one of them at my houfe, to take my depofnion. None of 
thefe gentlemen, however, thought proper to come to my houfe, or 
even anfwer my letter, except the cautious Mr. RulTell, who wrote to 
me on the nth September 1766, that in cafe my de/ire of /wearing the 
peace againft Enfign Angerfltcn arofe from any cauj'e that had no connexion 
•with the fubj eft of my former letter s he would be glad to fee me at his houfe , 
and if necefjary for that purpofe , be would fend a conftable for my protec- 
tion. But in cafe it had to do with my former letters , he had no au- 
thority. 

The fame day I received a letter from Mr. Grofe, acquainting me, 
that he was direfted by the Bench of Juftices, who had ajfembled on the Je- 
•orral applications 1 had made to them , both feparately and jointly , to inform 
me, that on enquiry into the caufe of my complaints, they did not appear to be 
cognizable by any civil authority there , being against the President 
and Council*. After this final anfwer from the Bench of Juftices, it 
plainly appeared impoflible to obtain any redrels in Bengal againft fuch il- 
legal and arbitrary proceedings, becaufe thofe gentlemen as fworn Juf- 
tices of the peace would not condemn one another for what they tranladted 
as counfcllors. 

Having been ten days and nights clofe confined in my houfe, in want 
of common neccflaries, and even day-light, overcome with the heat of 
the weather and the ftnell of my room, which was now become extreme- 
ly dilagreeable, in this fituation, I had been attacked with a dilcafe 

' The Prefidcnt and Council aft by the authority of the Company, or the Court of Di- 
rcfton, and the Mngiftrare* by the authority of the laws, and for the Sovereign. '1 hus the 
authority of the deputies of the Eaft India Company is, in Bengal, held to be fupciioi to that 
of the fovereign ami th« law*. 


which 
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which often proves mortal in that country, and was in fad at the po in 
of death, when I determined to have my doors opened, and to fur- 
render myfelf prifoner to Lqrd Clive and the Council. But before I exe- 
cuted this refolution, that is, on the 1 3th September t 766, 1 wrote a letter 
to Lord Clive with an account of my fituation, to fee what he would 
fay i to which he immediately returned me for anfwer, that I was no 
fir anger to the reafon of the guard of feapoys being pofied near my houfe > 
but that I certainly knew they were not pofied there to confine me to the 
houfe, but "that I might come out whenever I thought proper. After thi * 

I had my doors opened, and, with the affiftance of Mr. Gowin, made a 
(hift that night to crawl to the houfe of Mr. James, a near neighbour. 

I was followed clofe by fix feapoys, with bayonets fixed on their muf- 
kets, while the remainder of the guard that /layed at my houfe, polled 
double centinels at the doors of the room where I had been confined, 
and would not fuffer my wife, or any one, to enter therein. I Hayed 
and fupped at Mr. James’s, in company with Meff. Stanford, Maddox, 
Broadbent, and Dr. Savage, who were eye-witnefles of the above. After 
fupper Enfign Angerfleen came to Mr. James’s, and notwithstanding I 
had fhewed him the letter I had received from Lord Clive, conduced 
me, with the guard that was with me, back to my own houfe, where 1 
was Hill guarded as a prifoner, but with lefs rigour than before. On 
the 14th September 1766, in the morning, I was carried out in my 
palanqueen in company with Mr. Britain, in order to enter a proteit 
againft Lord Clive and the Bench of Juftices, but was followed through 
the ftreets by two of the feapoys with drawn bayonets : and notwitu- 
ftanding all the pretences and afliirances of Lord Clive, that I was at 
liberty, I was on a fudden furrounded by a new guard of twelve fca- 
poys, who in a moll contemptuous manner made me their prifoner, and 
forced me back to my own houfe, in the prefence of Meff. Britain, 
Holme, and Randall, Lieutenant Edminfon, the Rev. Mr. Kiernander, 
and Mrs. Carewood; where I remained a prifoner, with double centinels 
over me# but with liberty, however, to go from one room to the other. 

On the evening of the 1 7th September 1 766, the guard made an 
attempt to feize my perfon in the hall, but upon my retreating into my 
bed-chamber, they did not choofe to follow me, as I luppofe, for fear 
of fire-arms. This behaviour gave me great fufpicion, that Lord Clive 
had given particular orders concerning me, to be executed that night, 
which was verified by the event; for in the dead of the night (or rather 
the morning of the 18th September, being between the hours of two and 
three of the clock) Enfign Angerileen came with Serjeant Snider and 
part of the guard, and entered the room where I was with my wife, 
4 and 
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and immediately feizing me by my right arm, tore me in a mod bar- 
barous and cruel manner from her, notwithstanding, in that inftant, 
the fell to the ground in a fit. . I was dragged through the ftreets of Cal- 
cutta to the river fide, and put into a budgerow, where I remained 
with centinels at the cabin door from three in the morning till four 
that afternoon, when Enfign Angerdeen came to fee me in the cabin. 
I afked him, what was to be done with me ? and he informed me, Lord 
Clive had given orders, that I Should be fent down the river, and put 
on board a Sloop, the Captain of which had orders to proceed with me 
to Madrafs. 

About this time my wife came down in her palanquecn to fee me, 
though extremly weak after her late mifearriage. She faid She was de- 
termined to Share my fate in going with me, rather than be thus fepa- 
rated from me by Lord Clive after between eight and nine years mar- 
riage. Accordingly I confented to take her with me, and leave my 
attornies to fettle my affairs: but upon this, Enfign Angerdeen imme- 
diately ordered the boat to be puShed off, and again, in a mod bar- 
barous manner, forced us from each other; which fo affe&ed my wife, 
that I did not expedt She would furvive it. 

The boat immediately put off, under the command of Serjeant Snider 
with the guard, Enfign Angerdeen remaining behind. There was a 
gentleman, named Mr. Francis Robertfon, late an officer in the army, 
who had alfo in the fame manner been confined to his houfe, under 
charge of a party of Angerdeen’s feapoys, and who was brought on board 
the boat with me. In our paffage down the river he diewed me a copy 
of Lord Clive’s orders, which he had procured from Enfign Angerdeen, 
and which Was taken from the original, oitjhe 1 8th September 1776, in 
prefence of Mr. Patrick Duff and Mr. James Home, as follows. 

4 . 

“ To Enfign Angerdeen. , 

“SIR, 

' « You are to take a guard and fecure the perfons of Captain Vernon 
« Duffield and Enfign Francis Robertfon; and when fecured, you are 
« to embark them in budgerows, or boats provided for that purpofe, 
tt ant j convey them by water on board the Lord Camden, delivering 
,t t h cm to the charge of Captain Smith. In cafe you meet with refid- 
« an ce of fire-arms, fwords, or any other weapons that may endanger 
the lofs of your own life, of the lives of any of your party, you are 
“ to defid from the attempt, contenting yourfelf with placing guards m 
“ fuch a manner, that they cannot poffibly efcapc. Nor are you to fuffet 
- O “ any 
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“ any per fon or perfons whatfoever to go in or come out, or allow pro- 
“ vHions, or liquors, or any other fupplies of any kind to be conveyed 
•* to them, without my exprefs orders. You are likewife to endeavour 
“ to prevail upon the faid two officers to furrender themfelves quietly, 
“ ana if that has no effett, you may try, by getting in at the window, 
“ or by any other finefle, to fecure their perfons; but upon no account 
“ by force or violence to break open any lock. If the door be not 
** locked, you may in that cafe open it, and feize the faid two officers. 

** FortWilliam, the 4th Sept. 1766. 

(L.S.) (Signed) ‘‘CLIVE.’* 

On the ipth September 1766, in the afternoon, we arrived along 
fide the Hoop, near Ingcllee, and upon refufing to go voluntarily on 
board, were forced up the fide by Serjeant Snider and his guard, in 
prefence of Mr. Briggs and Mr. Inglis. I told Briggs, who commanded 
the (loop, that fince he had fuffered me to be put forcibly on board, I 
fhould look upon myfelf as his prifoncr, and upon him as anfwerable 
for the confcquences hereafter. He anfwered, he could not help it, 
that he had received orders from the Governor and Council for that 
purpofe. 

Mr. Briggs fet fail for Madrafs ; and after we had been a few days at. 
fea, he ffiewed me the order he had received from the Governor and 
Council of Calcutta, which was as follows. 

“ To Captain William Briggs of the Ann Sloop.. 


“SIR, 

«« You arc hereby ordered to receive on board your (loop, Captain 
“ Lieutenant Vernon Duffield and Enfign Francis Robertfon, whom 
*« you are to carry to Madrafs, and deliver them to the orders of the 
“ Prefident and Council, there. 

“ Dated in FortWilliam the 15th Sept. 1766. 

By order of the Right Hon. the Prefident and Council, 

“ WILLIAM ALDERSEY, fecretary.” 

After a very difagreeable pillage of twenty-four days, in which the 
(loop once was run affiore and in imminent danger, on the 12th Octo- 
ber, 
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bcr» at night, we arrived fafe at Madrafs ; and on the i jthwere taken 
afhore by Capt. Briggs, in order to be delivered over to the Governor 
and Council to whom we were configned, for further imprifonment and 
tranfportation. Capt. Briggs left us at a public houfe, in order to go 
and receive Governor Palk s commands : and in the afternoon, between 
two and three o’clock, a ferjeant tame to us, and informed us, that 
Capt. Frafier defired we would come into the Fort immediately ; and 
on refufal he had orders from the Governor to fend a guard and bring 
us in by force. VVe defired the ferjeant to acquaint Capt. Frafier, that 
he might do as he thought proper, as he had received fuch orders from 
the Governor, but that as we were prifoners of Mr. Briggs’s, wc could 
not think by any means of fetting ourfelves at liberty, and fhould 
therefore wait his return. The ferjeant went to Capt. Frafier, but 
finding him afleep, went to Colonel Tod, who ordered the ferjeant to 
take a guard, and bring us prifoners into the Fort } and in lefs than an 
thour the ferjeant returned with a guard of feapoys, and carried us 
nto the Fort, to Capt. Frafier’s houfe, who by this time was getting 
up. He informed us, that Governor Palk had given orders for us to 
be immediately fent on board the Speaker, Capt. Dewar, which was to 
fail that evening for Bombay *, and in cafe of our refufal, he had orders 
to force us on board with proper guard. 

We acquainted Capt. Frafier that this treatment was very inhumane, 
and quite unexpected j that we had been forced from Bengal in a 
moft cruel manner, unprepared for a voyage to Europe; that our lin- 
nen was dirty, and we had accounts to fettle, fo that we could not pof- 
fibly go on board that evening. We therefore begged lie would ac- 
quaint Governor Palk of our fituation, and requeft he would allow us 
x>nly twenty-four hours to equip ourfelves as well as we could, and grant 
us permimon to wait upon him. Capt. Frafier being ill of the gout, 
he ordered Lieutenant Spratt, the town-major, to acquaint Governor 
Palk of our fituation, and our requeft of feeing him. Accordingly 
Lieutenant Spratt waited on the Governor, and brought us for anfwer, 
that he would not fee us, but infilled on our being fent on board the 
Speaker immediately. We then requeued we might have the permifiion 
of feeing Colonel Tod, which Capt. Frafier grrnted, and fent Lieut. 
Spratt to guard us. When we faw Colonel Tod, wc acquainted him 

« a candid man of the moft moderate principles muft think it a ftrange courfe for the pa/Tage 
of prifoners to be fent from Bengal to Madrafi, from Madiafs to Bombay, and from thence down 
the Mala bar coafton their way to England. And a ftrange moft appear any violent treatments of 
oocofticer by another, who had been guihy of no other fault than that of refigning bis commi/Ii on. 

O 2 with 
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with our fltuation, and begged he would inform Governor Palk of our 
diftrefs, for want of a few hours time on fhore to prepare for the 
voyage : but he refufed, faying, the affair did not concern him. 

Lieut. Spratt therefore conduced us to the fea-lide with a guard, forced 
us into a boat, and from thence into the Ihip Speaker. When we 
were embarked, and faw Capt. Dewar, we afked him if he had re- 
ceived any orders from the Governor and Council of Madrafs to receive 
us on board his fhip ? He replied, He had received orders from them 
to receive us on board, as charter-party paffengers, which he would 
do. After we had been fome days at fea, Capt. Dewar fhewed us the 
orders he had received from the faid Governor and Council, which 
were as follow. 

“ To Captain James Dewar, of the Ihip Speaker. 

“ SIR, 

“ You are hereby ordered to receive on board your (hip, as charter- 
“ party paffengers for England, Captain Lieut. Vernon Duffield, and- 
44 Enfign Francis Robertfon. 

« H. M. GOODLAD, fccretary 

“ Fort St, George, the 13th Oc- 
“ toberi766.” 

41 To Captain James Dewar, of the fliip Speaker.- 

“SIR, 

“ I am further ordered to acquaint you, that the faid Captain Lieut. 
44 Vernon Duffield and Enfign Francis Robertfon arc not to be per- 
“ mitted to go on fhore at Bombay, without the particular orders of 
“ the Prefldent and Council there. 

“ H. M. GOODLAD, fecretary.” - 

“ Fort St. George, the i3thOc- 
“ tober 1 766.” 

After our arrival at Bombay, we wrote to Capt. Dewar for leave to 
goon fhore, who fent his purfer, Mr. John Davis, to inform us, that 
he could not give us leave, but advifed us to apply to the Governor and 
Council there. Whereupon we wrote to them, requefting permiffion 
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o come on fliore for our healths, on our paroles, to return on board 
the Speaker when the was ready to fail. 

In anfwer to our letter, we received one from Mr. Ramfey, fecrctary 
to the Governor and Council, informing us, that he was directed by 
their order to acquaint us, that they had no obje&ion to our refiding 
upon Butcher’s Island during the Speaker’s continuance at Bombay, 
provided we would enter into a bond of 500I. each, to repair volun- 
tarily on board again, when required, giving proper fecurity for the 
fame. We could not help thinking thefe conditions impofed on us very 
barih and inhuman, for Butcher’s Ifland, in the harbour of Bombay, 
is a place commanded by a non-commiliioned officer’s guard, which 
we were informed was only ufed for the confinement of felons and 
other prifoners, and for the keeping of the Governor’s live-flock: ami 
with refped to the fecurity-bond, it was out of our power to give any 
fuch fecurity, being entire ftrangers to every body in Bombay. 

Wc therefore expoftulated with the Governor and Council upon the 
unrcafonablenefs of thefe propofals ; and after farther deliberation, they 
ordered Mr. Secretary Ramfey, on the 17th December 1766, to ac- 
quaint us, that in confideration of our circumftances they would con- 
fent to our coming on there at Bombay, provided wc would execute 
the parole which was inclofed to us : but they acquainted us, that the 
board could not but remark, in juftice to themfelves, that their propo- 
fal for our refiding on Butcher’s Ifland was no way unrcafonable, as it 
was allowed to be a very healthy and pleafant place, where people had 
frequently gone for the benefit of their healths. We therefore each of 
us executed and returned the paroles which were fent us, as follows. 

«< I the under-written Vernon Duflield, now charter-party pafl'enger 
« on board the Honourable Eaft India Company’s fhip Speaker, or- 
“ dered to England by the Prefidentand Council of Madrals, do hcrc- 
“ by give my parole of honour to the Prefident and Council of Bombay, 

“ that if they will admit of my going on fliore there for refrdhment, 

« I will, during my refidence on the fame ifland, conduit myfelf in. 

“ every refpedt in a becoming manner as a gentleman, and voluntav 
«< rily return on board the faid fhip without hentation, whenever I may 

be required, for proceeding on her to Great Britain. Dated on 
t ( board thefhip Speaker, the 10th December 1766.” 

After this, Capt. Dewar fent an order to the commanding officer on 
board to permit us to go on fliore, which we accordingly did on the 

faid. 
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faid 1 8th of December; jandon the 33d January 1767, we received the 
following order, vi*. 

“ To Mefirs. •Vernon Duffield and Francis Robertfon. 

“ Gentlemen, 

“lam directed by the Honourable the Prelident and Council to ac- 
u quaint you, that their difpatches for the Speaker will be figned on 
“ Monday Morning, the 26th inftant, and to require you to repair on 
“ board her accordingly, agreeably to the parole you executed upon 
“ coming on Ihore. 

“ I am. Gentlemen, 

“Your moft obedient fervant, 

(Signed) “ ANDREW RAMSEY, fecretary.” 

“ Bombay Caftle, 23d January 1771,” 

We accordingly repaired on board the Speaker, where having only 
the accommodation of charter-party paflengers, with fcarce room to hang 
our hammocks, I was obliged to purchafe the ufe of the boatfwain’s 
cabin, for eight pounds ; and having been informed at Bombay, that 
Governor Crommelin, who went pafTenger from Bombay alfo in this 
Ihip, would not allow of our eating at table with him, we were under 
the neceffity of agreeing with the under-mates, to mefs with them. 

We left Bombay, and proceeded down the Malabar coaft to Telli- 
cherry, where Mr. Robertfon, dilfatisfied with his fituation in the 
Speaker, left us, upon giving Capt. Dewar his parole of honour to 
proceed to Europe in a French ffiip. From Tellicherry we proceeded 
to Anjengo, which was the laft port in India that we were to touch at. 
Juft before we failed from the Malabar coaft, Capt. Dewar informed me, 
that Governor Crommelin had defired him to acquaint me, that he had 
now no objections to my eating at his table ; by which I underftood the 
reafon of his objecting before to have been for fear of difobliging Lord 
Clive. As therefore I was not at all pleafed with my fituation, I pur- 
chafed the privilege of the Captain’s table for one hundred pounds 
fterling. We proceeded to St. Helena, which we again left on the— *- 
May 1767, ana fet fail for England. 

.(Signed) VERNON DUFFIELD.. 


Thus 
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Thus far proceeds the original narrative of Mr. Duffield'. After his 
arrival in England, thus ruined, and low in finances, he found himfelf 
unable to prokcute his oppreffors with efte£t, or even with any profoeft 
of fatisfomon, in any degree adequate. He therefore thought it beft to 
go b a fc k to Bengal' in: tne beft manner pra&icable, to fave as much as 
he could of his difperfed fortune, before it was too late : and for that 
purpofe, we are informed, proceeded in a foreign (hip to a foreign 
lettlement ; where, whatever other difadvantages he may labour under,, 
he will certainly be allowed the exercife of his own induftry, and to 
live, unmoleftcd, to profecute any mercantile or other profeffion, or 
trade; advantages which, to the (hame of this nation be it fpoken, he 
could not, as a British subject, expect to enjoy in a Bri- 
tish Settlement. 


N’xxxir. 

ANarrative of the Cafes of Mr. James Nicol and Mr. Thomas 
Davie of Bengal, abridged from their own original Narratives. 

Mr James Nicol, formerly an> officer, in the fervice of the Eaft India 
Company, refigned that fervice by permilfion of his fuperiorS, who ac- 
cepted his refignation fome time in May 1766. 

He refided afterwards in different parts of Bengal, as a private mer-- 
chant; and ia December 1766, went into the country of the Nabob 
Suiah al Dowlah, to fettle there as a merchant, recover his debts, and 
fettle his affairs then, depending there; having firft received the parti- 
cular permilfion of that Prince,, who had contraacd a fr.endflup for him- 

during his military fervice. . Je ... . . . . 

On the 17th December 1766, Colonel Richard Smith being arrived at 
Baniras, a city in the dominions of that Nabob, 600 miles from Calcutta, 
•where Mr. Nicol then was, he fent Mr. Nicol a peremptory order by 
one Lieutenant Delafield to leave Bankas in twenty-four hours,, on- 
vyhich Mr. Nicol wrote the following letter. 

«* To Colonel Richard Smith* 


«« S I R,. . . . a. 11 

« I am informed by Mr. Delafield, that it is your intention I ffall 

«♦ not remain in this city. I beg leave. Sir, to reprefent to you, that 
*« the reafon of my coming up the country 13 to collect in fome money 


7 
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which 1 have out at intereft, and which without my prefence will 
“ not be paid. It will be a great detriment to me, if I am prevented 
w from lo doing, and very likely prove the lofs of a great part. I per- 
“ fuadc myfelf, Sir, it is not your intention to prejudice me in the 
“ fmall fortune I have got during fcven years abode in India; ana that 
“ you will not obftrutt me in profecution of my plan, ot which I 
“ have General Carnac’s tacit approbation. I have the honour to be, 

“SIR, 

“ Your moft obedient 

v 

“ and moft humble fcrvant, 

“ Banaras, the 27th Dec. 1766. (Signed) JAMES NICOL.” 

On receipt of this, the Colonel was gracioufly pleafed to indulge Mr. 
Nicol with a longer time, and lent Captain Gabriel Harper to acquaint 
him, he might ftay forty-eight hours longer; but if he did not then go, 
force afterwards would be uled. 

Mr. Nicol accordingly quitted Banaras, and went upon his bufinefs 
into other parts of the country belonging to Sujah al Dowlah; and par- 
ticularly to Fyfabad, where the Nabob relided, having repeatedly re- 
ceived permiffion, in letters from that Prince, to fettle there as a 
merchant. 

After being fome months fettled there, upon finding that Sir Robert 
Barker had received orders from Calcutta to feizc and fend him down, 
Mr. Nicol waited upon the Nabob at his palace at Fyfabad, who there 
{hewed him a letter from Governor Verelft, informing the Nabob, that 
Mr. Nicol being no fervant of the Company’s, mult be fent home to 
England, therefore defiring the Nabob would permit the Company’s 
troops to take him prifoner. 

It is impoflible to deferibe the uneafinefs which this demand gave the. 
Nabob, wno obferved to Mr. Nicol, “ that it made him appear fmall 
“ and contemptible in the eyes of his fubjeds *, and ferved to weakeu 
“ their allegiance.” Applications however continued to be made with 

the 

» Such extreme perfection of people who hail been puilty of no real crime, but who hid 
pci haps afted fomewhat rafhly.mnftbe confidcred, by impaitial men, as adifgracecvcn to man- 
hood , as well as to government. There is a reciprocal convenience in all conditions for fervice ; 
and all parties will naturally have a regard for their own. The conditions were firft altered on 
the fide of the Company, and for their particular convenience, which (hould beconfideredas the 
firft diflohuion of the mutual tie. The officers, who were engaged for no ftipulatcd time, were 
by the Company’s firft altering conditions, certainly left at their liberty to determine whether 
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the greatcft importunity to the Nabob; and at laft, without his con- 
fent +, Captain Hill Cent two parties of fenpovs to furround a gentleman’s 
houfe, in which Mr. Nicol rdided. Mr. Nicol, who knew fuch pro- 
ceedings gave the Nabob great uncafinefs, and forefaw they might oC- 
cafion ill ufage to himfelf, fent to inform the Nabob, that he was rc- 
folvcd to go immediately to Sir Robert Barker, who commanded the 
brigade, then at lllahabad. The Nabob, as a proof of his confent to 
Mr. Nicol’s refiding at Fyfabad, and in order, if pollible, to wipe off 
the fta‘111 which this proceeding had thrown on his government in the 
eyes of hisfubjefts, immediately refolved to go himfelf to lllahabad, and 
endeavour to obtain leave from Sir Robert Barker for Mr. Nicol to re- 
main in the dominions lie appears to govern ; and he accordingly very 
publicly accompanied Mr. Nicol to lllahabad, which is about ninety 
miles from his own court. 

The Nabob failed in his application; and Sir Robert Barker ac- 
quainted Mr. Nicol, that having received an order from the Governor 
and Council of Calcutta for that purpofe, he Ihould fend him down 
thither within three days under a guard. 

Upon this the Nabob wrote a letter, dated the 12th March 1 767, to 
Governor Verclft, from which the following is an extract: “ The affair 
“ of Captain Nicol is this : When he was Rationed with me,” (in his 
military capacity) “ I entertained an attachment to him, and was well 
“ iatisfied with his behaviour. General Carnac alfo recommended him 
“ in the ftrongeff: manner to me. He came to Gorrockpore to collett 
“ money which he had lent to Fazcl Ally Khawn; from thence he 
“ came to lee me, and requefted a perwanah for carrying on trade. Out 
M of regard to General Carnac’s recommendation, and for the friend- 
“ ihip 1 formerly bore him, 1 ifllicd an order permitting him to trade, 
“ and 1 appointed a houfe for his reiidcnce: at which time 1 received 
** letters from you and Colonel Sir Robert Barker, acquainting me 
“ Mr. Nicol is no fervant of the Company’s, nor have any orders been 

they would, or not, accept of the new ones. If they refigned their commiflionj, they viulatid 
no law, either of the land, honour, or juftice; nor were they guilty of ingratitude to thofewho 
had firft leflened their emoluments; and they were befides, in their fittiation, the lit (1 injured and 
mod fuffering party ; therefore the perfccuting of them for what they had a tight to do, was a 
practice of great cruelty, malice, and bafenefs ; and what wasjuflly deferring of general abhorrence. 
* j- It is excdlively impolitic fo to aft as to let a mafk of policy be fecu through, and efpccially. 
when the doing it proves difguftful to a needful tool; for, when the Company make their own 
farce appear defpicable, it will no Longer ferve their turn, either at home or in Afia. Put with 
regard to the Nabob, they fhould have the wifdom to confider, that the very cxctufc of ntoclt 
authority is (uflicientiy mortifiying, efpccially in countries that ate eharaftci iftieally proud. They, 
ftkould be aware of linking the fenfe of iufulted gi catnefs, with the feelings of opprtffed indufli y. 

. 1* “ received 
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“ received from them for his flaying in Hindoftan, and that you foould' 

fond him to Europe. 

“ As there is tfo difference between us, abd I- never can deviate from 
“'your order, but wilh to obey the Company in preference to any 
“ Chiefs Whatever, I went tp Colonel Barker at Illahabad, carrying 
“ Captain Nicol with me, whom 1 gave up to Colonel Barker, and he 
“ is now oh his way to you; Out of regard to our friendflup, it is 
“ proper that, for my latisfttftibn, you fuffer this gentleman to remain 
“ two or three years in Calcutta, and grant him a licence for carrying 
“ on trade, that by means thereof he may acquire fomc money, when 
“ he will go to Europe. And without doubt, out of tlic Arid friend- 
“ Chip between you and me, you will ad accordingly as I have written, 
“ and keep him in Calcutta, bccaufc I am highly pleafed with the good 
“ Iervicc of this gentleman, and in doing this you will likewife givo 
“ latisfadion to General Carnac.” 

Accordingly, on the 13th March 1767, Colonel Sir Robert Barker 
font a party of leapoys to leizc Mr. Nicol, who being lb leized, was put 
into a boat, and, notwithstanding all his remonfl ranees, and reprefen- 
tations that his fortune and effeds were difperfed about the country, 
without any perfon to take care of them, he Was thus carried down the 
l iver under a guard with fixed bayonets to the Company’s fort at Mong- 
heer, where Colonel Jofeph Peach had received orders from Governor 
Verclft to detain Mr. Nicol under confinement. He was there accord- 
ingly confined, expofed to a contagious difteinper which then raged in 
the Fort, and to all the indolence and ill treatment of black feapoys, 
011c of whom followed him wherever he went, with a drawn fword, as 
many perlbns can atteft, particulary Captain George Knot and Patrick 
Duff, and lieutenants Guinett and Ramfay, officers theii in the faid. 
Iervicc, until the ift September 1767, when he was again marched un- 
der a guard to a boat, and carried to Calcutta, where he arrived on 
the 9th ; but was kept aboard the boat, dole to the lhore, in imminent 
danger of Ills life from the balks *, till the 1 2th September 1767; when 
he was ordered by Mr. Verelft into the New Fort. Being now arrived 
within the diflrids of the Company’s charter of juftice, Mr. Nicol ap- 

* Upon the Influx of fpnng tides Into the Ganges, there Is a fair conteft between the fea nncf 
the river. When the fea has overpowered the torrent of the Ganges, it rffes over the Jevei of 
the fie Hi water, and ruffles in with the greatcilrapidity and violence in large waves on each fide 
theriver, for many miles above Calcutta. There is at this time no feturity for boats but by getting 
them Into the middle of the liver, which the roaring of the waves, being heard at a great dil- 
ttnee, gives the diligent boatman fufikietit toe to tffcfl. This is what the natives of Bengal 
call Bain. 

plied 
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fjRcd to an attorney at law for affiftance, who, /after three days deli? 
iteration, wrote toiMr. Nicol, as follows. . 

“Si R >' 

“ The caute of your confinement I am an entire Granger to, but do 
“' imagine the Mayor’s Court, to which I belong, cannot take any cog* 
“ nizance thereof. . The method that has been taken for redrds here 
“ by gentlemen in your fituation, , was by proteft from the notary. 
“ public, l am,. 

“S 1 R, 

“ Your moll obedient fervant, 

“ 1 2 th Sept. iy6j, Calcutta. W" ATKINSON." 

The perufal of this letter occafioned the following being written by 
Mr. Nicol: 

“ To the Honourable Harry Verelft, Efipire, Prefidcnf, &c. Council 
“ of Fort William. 

“ Gentlemen, 

** I beg leave to inform you, that in March laft I was fettled as.a 
“ merchant, in the Vizier Nabob, Sujah al Dowlah’s country, (your 
“ ally) whofe authority I had, when I was informed that you had wrote 
’ “ to the Vizier, to allow your troops to make me a prifoner: on which 
“ I wrote to Colonel Sir Robert Barker, the commanding officer of your 
“ troops at lllahabad, of which letter you have a copy inclofod. 

** I conlidered how loon an affair of this kind ought to be brought 
" to a hearing, and that I . might not be the occafion of a mifimder- 
“ Handing between you, gentlemen, and one of your allies, 1 informed 

the Vizier Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, that I had come to the refokttion 
“ of not waiting for Sir Robert Barker’s anfwer, but of fetting out im- 
“ mediately for lllahabad; who replied, that if I had refolvcd on it, 

“ he would accompany me thither, and get Colonel Barker’s leave for 
“ me to remain there, till he had wrote you on the fubje£t. But, to 
V m y great furprize. Sir Robert Barker made me a prifoner on my nr- 
“ rival, and informed me, gentlemen, that it was by your order ; and ' 
“ that he muft fend me down in three days, which he did, under a 
“ guard of feapoys with fixed bayonets, who carried me to Mopgbcer 
“ Fort. There l was a prifoner from the id April (o the ift September ; ; 
“when 1 was by the Brigade- major carried out df my houfe by a 

P a “ guardu 
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" guard of fcapoys with fixed bayonets, and delivered over to Lffen- 
" tenant Brown, who brought me down with a party of feapoys, and 
" delivered me over, on the 12th September, to Mr. Cook, their Fort* 
** adjutant, where I am now confined, without any legal caufe af- 
“ figned. 1 have only one word more, gentlemen, and I have done, 
" wnich is, that it appears very extraordinary to me, that I (hould be 
“ confined upwards of fix months without having a hearing ; and that 
" if I had been fdit from Mongheer ten days fooner, l (hould have been 
“ here in time to have been tried at the quarter feffions. 

“ But you 1 are too fenfible, gentlemen, that you have nothing to 
“ alledge againft me which 1 am alhamed of, or you can make a plea 
“ of for my imprifonment. I beg the favour of your anfwer, and re- 
" main with relped, 

“ Gentlemen, 


“ Your moft humble fervant, 


** From my prifon, New Fort William, 
“ the 13th Sept. 17 67.” 


(Signed) « JAMES NICOLA 


Mr. Nicol could obtain no fatisfadion whatever. But on the 16th 
September 1767, the following letter, from the Governor and Council 
of Calcutta, was delivered to him by Lieutenant Cook, the Fort-adjutant, 


“ To Mr. James Nicol. 

"SIR, 

“ I am di reded by the Honourable the Prcfident and Council to ac- 
“ quaint you that they infift on your embarking on The Lord Holland 

for Europe, in confequence of the part you ailed in the late ajociation, 
“ and your behaviour finct ; that Captain Nairne has an order to receive 
“ you on board, with your neceffaries ; and alfo that he has been paid 
" 30 1. fterling, in order to fupply you with frefh provifions during 
" the voyage. I am, 

"SIR, 

11 Your moft obedient fervant, 

“ ““ Hth SIMEON DROZ, fecretary." 

This was the firft formal notice Mr, Nicol had ever received of any 
accufation of mifbehaviour, having been ignorant and innocent of any : 

4 *>4 
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and it was the firft notice he had ever received to quit India. It was 
therefore one among the many ftrong inftances that have been given of 
the fummary way of adrainiftering jufiice, which has of late been adopted 
in Calcutta, viz. by condemning and punching firft, and then inform- 
ing the parties what it is for; but taking care to afford them no op- 
portunities for proving their innocence, and el'cnping the higheft in- 
juries. 

Mr. Thomas Davie went out to the Eaft Indies in the month of 
February 1762, licenfed by the Company as a free mariner, who (as 
we have feen in our 10th chapter) at that time went out licenfed, for 
an unlimited time, to refide and trade in all parts of India within the 
Company’s limits, upon only giving fecurity in 500I. not to become 
chargeable to the Company. 

Upon the commencement of the troubles with Coflim Ally Khawn, 
he entered into the military fervice of the Company. On the 1 2th Ja- 
nuary 1764, he was promoted to the ftation of an Enfign; and on the 
26th February 1765, he was further advanced to the rank of Lieutenant. 
This commiflion he refigned; and the refignation was formally ac- 
cepted, as will appear by the following letter. 

“ To Mr. Thomas Davie, at Burdwan. 

“ SIR, Chuprah, the 21ft June 1766. 

“ I this day received your letter of the 1 6th May, and immediately 
“ communicated the contents to Lord Clive. His Lordlhip diredts me 
" to acquaint you, that fince you have thought proper to refign your 
“ cemmiflion, you are no longer to be confidered as in the fervice, 
“ and are therefore immediately to repair to Calcutta. 

“ I am, SIR, 

“ Your moft obedient, humble fervant, 
(Signed) “ HENRY STRACHEY, fecretary.” 

Mr. Davie in obedience to his Lordfhip’s order repaired to Calcutta, 
But was never informed of any particular bufinefs his Lordlhip had for 
him there ; and being relieved from all military engagements, upon 
the ftrength of his original liceuce, he continued to refide there, and 
in other different parts of Hindoftan, as a private merchant, in which 
fituation he continued many months unmoleftcd, peaceably and ftri&ly 

complying 
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complying with the laws of the community wherever he refided. His 
bufinefs having called him to lllahabad, on the 9th of March 1767, ho 
was there fuddenly fcizcd by a party of feapoys detached from the bri- 
gade of the Engli(h army, then at that city, under the command of 
Colonel Sir Robert Barker, from whence he was carried to Patna, and 
thence to Mongheer. After being there confined for near three months, 
without any reafon being allcdged for it, he was then conveyed in com- 
pany with Mr. James Nicol to Calcutta, where he arrived on the 9th 
September 1767, and continued imprifoned in company with Mr. 
Nicol. ' 

While he thus continued under guard, he received the following letter. . 

To Mr. Thomas Davie. 

« SIR, 

“ l am diwfted by the Honourable the Prcfident and Council to ac- 
** quaint you, that they infift upon your embarking on board The Lord 
41 Holland for Europe, m confluence of the part you aSled in the late 
" ajfociation, And vour misbehaviour since; that Captain Nairne 
“ lias an order to receive you on board with your neceiTaries, and alfo 
“ that he has been paid the fum of 30 1. fterling, in order to fupply 
u you with frefh provifions during the voyage. I am, Sir, 

•“ Your moft obedient fervant, 

** Fort WaRiam, fee 10th Sept, 1767. SIMEON DROZ, fecretary,” 

Mr. Davie had never been prohibited from trade, admitting that the 
Company even pofieffed that power, neither had he ever been informed, 
that nis refidence or even any part of his trade were injurious or incove- 
nient to the Company. This was, moreover, the firft information he 
had ever received of any miibehaviour, of which he was totally igno- 
rant, and die firft notice hd had had for leaving India. 

Thefe two gentlemen were continued in prifon together : and on the 
1 7th September *767, the ; $erjeant-major delivered an order to the Ser- 
jeant of their guard, from Captain Frederick Thomas Smith, the Town- 
major, not to fuffer zhom^o, go out of their own room, an -any acqount 
whatever,' except to the neceflary-houfe j the cetrtinels were . at- the feme 
time ordered to be removed to the infideef their prifon. 

During the time thefe perfecutcd gentlemen, were, fuffering fuch hard- 
lliips, a humane gentleman, then Adjutant of the, artillery, in the Com- 
ipany’s ftrvicc, named Bonny, and who had (done diem feme a#8 ; ,of 

kindntfi, 
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kitidncfs, was feat for by the Town-major, who fcver«ly raprimandat 
him for it, and told him, that were the Preiideiit to know what he had 
done, the probable confluence would be his difmiflion from the 
fervice. 

In the night of the 1 8th September 1767, 1 ‘ieutenant George Brown 
went with a party of foldiers, and by order of the Governor feized the 
prifoners, forced them into a boat, and afterwards put them on board 
a floop, carried them down the river, and kept them confined on board 
in a miferable fituation, till the 1 2th October 1767, when they were 
forced* on board The Lord Holland Indiatnan, Capt. Nairne; who, 
from motives of prudence, refufed to receive or keep them as pri- 
foners on board his Hi ip. 

Upon Captain Nairnc’s ordering Lieutenant Brown arid his feapoys 
from off his deck, the Lieutenant found himfclf ntcelfitated likewile to 
take his prifoners with him into the floop, where Mr. Nicol fell dan- 
gerously ill of a f pucka fever. Had he died, he would probably have 
been thrown overboard, as food for the alligators, and all his com- 
plaints would have funk into oblivion with him. But lus miferies were 
not to end here. The prifoners were conveyed back to their confine, 
ment at Calcutta where the diforder of Mr. Nicol continued to in. 

* Thcfe gentlemen refigncd their coramiflions In May 1766, and their reflations were ac- 
cepted. They were afterwards left unmolefted to follow their lawful trade in diffeient parts of 
Hindoftan, which trade was not, in any refpeft, injurious to the Company. Nevemhelcfs, with- 
out arty previous notice, they were to be forcibly fan t to England, upon an illegal accufation of » 
pretended offence committed fixteen months before, and for which they were in no ih.ipc 
called to any account, when others were fo feized and tranfported. The flrong dcflic of 
the ruling party in Bengal to get thefe gentlemen ftera India will appear from the following 
letter of the Governor’s to the officer who had charge of them : 

“ To Lieutenant Brown. 

"SIR, _ . , 

<< 1 have received your letter of the 7th infant. My orders toyou were, to keep Mtffrs. Nicol 
« and Davie under your particular cuftody, until Capt. Nairne fhould have come on board The 
“ Lord Holland with his difpatchcs from us for England, and that you fhould then embark them 
“ thereon as paflengers. He has already left Calcutta, and I hope this conduct has been obferved 
“ by you. If this fhould reach you in time, the only direction I have fai ther to give you is to 
“ take proper care, that neither of thofe gentlemen quit the (hip and attempt a paffage baefc 
to Calcutta upon any returning fhip or vcilel. 

“ I am, SIR, 

, •< Your moft obedient, humble fervant, 

“ Fort William, the 10th Oft. 1 767. (Signed) HARRY VKRELST. * 

% A putrid fever fo called, It is generally fatal, and fometimes carries pufons off iu 

twenty-four hours. .... a 

t Surely filch feverities, from fuch caufes, mud ferve to remind every reader of the tyranny and 
cruelty ofBaftilee ahdlnquifitions, and of the treatment of unhappy captives by bat baron. nations. 


7 
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creafe: and on the furgeon’s reprefentation of his danger to Mr. Vc- 
relft, both prifoners were enlarged on their parole of plighted honour, 
not to quit Calcutta without the Governor’s permiflion, and to embrace 
the firft good occafion of their going to Europe. 

When Mr. Nicol had fo far recovered his health as to be able to walk 
out with the furgeon’s permiflion, he went to Mr. Richard Whittall, 
another attorney of the Mayor’s Court, to confult with him on the 
means proper to be ufed for obtaining juftice for the injuries he had 
received from the Prefident and Council of Calcutta; who told him no 
redrefs was to be expe&ed in India ; that no § attorney dared to aft for 
him, and that all he could do, was to lay a ftate of his wrongs before a 
Notary Public, and defire him to frame a proteft againft the perfons 
who had injured him. He accordingly went to Mr. John Holme, the 
only Notary Public there, who repeatedly declined it, from a fear, as 
he faid, of incurring the difpleafure of the Governor and Council. Mr. 
Nicol then fought to get fome perfon to go with him, to ferve as a wit- 
nefs of Mr. Holme’s refufal : but fo great and general was the dread of 
difpleafing the Governor and Council, that no perfon whom he applied 
to would grant his requeft. At laft Mr. Nicol took his fellow-priloncr 
with him, and in his prefence demanded again of the Notary Public 
the difeharge of his dutv. But he continued to refufe the drawing up 
of a proteft, or even the regiftering of one that was previoufly pre- 
pared and prefented to him for that purpofe; nay at laft told Mr. Ni- 
col, If he thought himfelf injured, he might go to England, and fue 
for redrefs in the Court of King’s Bench *. 

Mr. Nicol, by petition, then complained to the Mayor’s Court, re- 
prefenting that he had applied to all the attornies of that court, but 
finding himfelf unable to obtain juftice in Calcutta, and being informed 
that a proteft, duly authenticated by a Notary Public, was the only 
voucher of authority he could carry with him to England, of his having 
endeavoured in vain to obtain juftice in India, he had made repeated 
applications to Mr. John Holme for thatpuroofe, who was the only No- 
tary or Regifter in Calcutta, who had conftantly refufed either to note, 
regifter, or authenticate any fuch inftrument. The attefting affidavit 
of Mr. Thomas Davie was prefixed to this petition, and being read by 
Mr. Thomas Woodward then Mayor, and the Aldermen on the bench* 

$ The Date of juftice cannot be oft a worfe footing either in Tartar? or Barbary.. 

♦ To very little purpofe can aflioos be commenced in the King’s Beoch, whilft fuch iofurmount- 
Me difficulties are fuflertd to occur in the precurirgg of Evidcoce from India y where fuch. det 
jotifm is eftabliihed, as may be fuppofed to operate i wcfiftiblj on the fide of opprcflkuL 

they 
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they informed Mr. Nicol, that it was a matter that did not fall properly 
within their cognizance, nor could they oblige Mr. Holme to draw out 
the proted ; but they fud, he could not in jullice refufe doing it. 

However, at lad Mr. Holme didconfent to note the protcii, which 
.after all, when obtained, could be of little fervice to Mr. Nicol, as it 
would be of no avail in any court of law in England. The prilonc: s 
foon afterwards redeemed th(ir pledged honour, by informing the Go- 
vernor of their defign to embark for England, which they put in exe- 
cution on the 1 8th December 1767, after differing long imprifoninents, 
Being much injured in their fortunes, having their views in life Mailed, 
(and Mr. Nicol in particular with a conflitution much impaired) to 
wait, in England, the arrival of their opprefl’ors from India, and per- 
haps the more precarious ilfubs of tedious flits at law, in which the 
mod effential proofs of injuries can only be had from India, where 
their opprelfors att as magidrates, as judges, and as fovercigns ; fo 
that, in fpite of all laws in being, their very obtaining of evidence may 
Be eifeidually prevented, though applied for by a commidion iffued from 
any court of this kingdom. 


Nc XXXIII. 

The cafe of John Nevill Parker, Efquire, of Bengal; with Sir 
Fletcher Norton’s opinion thereon. 

John Nevill Parker, Efquirc, a Lieutenant in the King’s fer vice, on 
the 5th March 1764, obtained, with his Majedy’s permiflion, a com- 
milfon from the Company, as captain of foot, having enlided and car- 
ried over with him to India a company of an hundred and ten men. 

He refigned his commidion on account of the reduftion of camp al- 
lowance, taken notice of in the foreoging cafes, called Batta, and, on 
the 18th May 1766, he was permitted by Major Smith to quit the 
army. Notwithstanding which, it was afterwards pretended that he 
was dill a military man : and, on the 5th of June 1766, when engag- 
ed on his own private bufinefs, he was fuddenly feized at Banarus, in the 
jurifdidtion of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, by an order from Colonel 
flichard Smith, where he was ignominiouily dragged through the 
dreets, and then clofe confined. He was conduced thence to Chu- 
prah, where he arrived on the 14th June 1766, and on the 16th of the 
fame month he arrived at Patna. He was then carried to a building 
named Chchel-Setoon, and confined in an almod infupportablc hole ; 

cl ind 
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and on the 1 6th September 1766, he was iummoned to attend * court- 
martial; where he was informed 'his former refignation was noW 
deemed mutiny, for which he was to be tried. 

Captain Parker objefted to the authority of file court, infilling that 
he had never erttored into any contra# or agreement with the Baft Indtot 
Company, to ferve them for any fixed time; that he had refigned their 
employ in the beginning of May laft, had not been muttered for fotne 
months before, nor had he received any pay fince the preceding month 
of April. 

The following is a copy of Captain Parker’s protett, delivered to the 
Court on the 17th September 1766. 

** Gentlemen, Prefident and Members, 

“ I am aftoniffied when I refleft on the ignominious treatment I have 
endured, and am more particularly furprized at being oppreffed by 
“ thofc whofe fphere it is to prated the fubjed, fupport the glorious 
“ conflitution of England, and exert as well as cheriffi its laws. But 
“ when thefe juft and laudable motives are no longer thought worthy 
“ of attention, individuals fo far diftant from the feat of liberty, defti- 
*• tute of friends, intereft, and every other fupport, are borne down by 
“ a torrent of perfection, and dragged, in defiance of all laws, from 
“ place to place, as I have moll injurioufly experienced. 

“ I pretume. Gentlemen, it is neceflary to acquaint you; that I 
never entered into any con trad or agreement to ferve the Honourable 
<• Company: and I did, for many obvious reafons, refign their emp’oy 
*• in the beginning of May laft; neither was I muttered for months be- 
•* fore that time; nor have I received pay, or any other allowance, 
«* fince the preceding month of April; and, in confirmation thereof, 
“ when I was, with the reft of the late officers, doing duty in the gar- 
« rifon of lllahabad, Major Smith, the commanding officer, on the 
** 15th May laft, fummoned us, and publifhed a letter fent him by Co- 
« lonel Smith from the Right Honourable the Commander in Chief, 
«« wherein he declared. He would accept of the refignation of all thofe 
u officers who fignified their intention of quitting the feivicc; in an- 
“ fwer to which, we informed Major Smith we lhould leave the gar- 
•* rifon on the noth of that month, orfboner, if we could provide our- 
« felves with boats to proceed to Calcutta. On the 1 7th of that month 
*« I left lllahabad with the Major’s approbation, and in a few days after 
«« I arrived at Bansras, where I was feized the 5th June following, by 
« an order of Colonel Smith, bearing date the ift of the fame month. 
“ I cannot (uppofe, Gentlemen, knowing thefe fa#s, which I can now 

“ prove. 
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**. prove,, and which are by the laws of Great Britain iiifuperable.ob- 
*« itaclft to my being tried by. a military cofirt, that you will proceed 
further againft me. 

“ The lhockiog and degrading manner of apprehending me, and 
«« the many ihfults I have publickly fuffered, fo reflected on my cha- 
rafter as an officer, in which ftation I have had the honour to ferve 
«* my King and Country for many years, with the approbation and ap- 
«' plaufe of my fupenors, that I determined to folicit a trial ; and it 
was firmly my intention to have flood one, had I been releafed, and 
<« it allowed to have been a voluntary aft of mine. But fo far was I 
«» from being even countenanced by his Lordllvip, or obtaining the lead 
« mitigation of the feverity of my treatment, that infill ts were repeat- 
44 ed, and 1 had been a prifoner forty days previous to my being or- 
« dered before the. lad court-martial ; and, as a farther aggravation, I 
«* W as ftill continued under the Came difagrceable circumftances; and 
« I have, all together, fuffered this cruel and vexatious Lmprifonment 
« three months and ten days : which are the motives that induced me 
«« to objeft to my being tried, and from which I am refolved never to 
t* fwerveas long as I am thus mal* treated. Think not, Gentlemen, that 
«i thefe fentiments. proceed from any appreficufion of the confcquencea 
«i of a trial:' far from it. Confcious of my own innocence, and having 
« the highefl opinion of the abilities, experience, and impartiality of 
« € very one of you, I doubt not, could you with propriety try me, 
4 ' but that I fhould be honourably acquitted of the crime malicioufly 
preferred againft me, 

« You have now, Gentlemen; a matter of importance to determine, 
4 i however trivial it may appear regarding me. Yet in my cafe mpft 
<( be decided that of every Britifh fubieft, who is, or may hereafter, 
44 en tcr into the Honourable Company’s military fcrvice, and whether 
« liberty in this part of the world is a fbadow or not. 

44 Left it fhould be imagined by any perfon that my confent is not re- 
44 q U ifite to try me legally, I beg leave to refer them to that recentand fimit 
« Jar inftance of Lord George Sackville, who having refigned his mi'Uary 
4 < employmems by order of his Majcfty, afterwards folicitcd a court-; 
« martial, to dear his charafter of many imputations laid to his charge; 
«< w hich was refufed him, on account of his having no conneftion with 
d the army, and ofcourfe not beine'fubjeft to military law. Notwith- 
.< (landing, upon his repeated application, and after the opinion of the 
44 judges of England had been taken, who declared heeould not be 
“ tried by a military court, except by bis own defire and approbation, 
(i his Majefty was gracioufly pfeafed to grant his requeift. 


“ As 
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“ As I have ufed my endeavours in every part hereof to pay a proper 
“ deference to the Court, I hope therefore 1 haVe not tranfgfefled, or 
** deviated from the refpedt fo juftly due on allpccaflohs. 

(Signed) “ JN° NEVILL PARKER.’* 

The Court over-ruled Capt. Parker's objedtions to their jurifdidtion, 
andinfifted he fhould anfwer the charge, and only have two hours time 
to confidcr whether he would make his defence or not. 

Having been long confined, his life and* charter being at flake* 
and he ftill holding a commiflion in his Majefty’s fervice, he undertook, 
under all difadvantages, to make his defence as well as he could, and 
feveral witnefles were examined. But the Court in a very extraordi- 
nary manner refufed to let him examine his. witnefles to ievcral points 
in nisj unification, particularly, not admitting him to prove his refig- 
nation of the Company’s fervice. He wais alfo refufed a copy, which 
he demanded, of the warrant by which the court-martial was autho- 
rized to try him. 

Notwitnflanding all thefe difadvantages under whicH Capt. Parker 
laboured, the Court-martial was necefiitated' honourably to acquit him 
of the crime of mutiny laid to his charge. Neverthelefs, he wfas or- 
dered down to Calcutta, being near four hundred miles from Patna, 
after having been kept clofe con filed, in a manner the moft ignomi- 
nious, and dangerous to his health, from the yth June to the 17th Oc- 
tober 1 766, and was in other various refpedb very illegally tfeated. 

Sir Fletcher Norton’s opinion of this cafe. 

“ This is a cafe under very extraordinary circumftances $ and upon 
" this ftate of fadts, it appears, that Mr. Parker has been very ill ufed, 
" and the proceedings againft him arbitrary and opprefilve. But I am 
« not able to point out a remedy which will not be attended with many 
« difficulties, and the Juccefs doubtful . However, if Captain Parker will 
“ run the hazard of the cofts of an adtion at law, which are not very 
“ great, I think it will be advifable for him to bring an adtion, for an. 
“ aflault and falfc imprifonment, againft Lord Clive, the Prcfident, 
“ and one or two more members of the Court-martial, and the perfons. 
“ who adtually* apprehended and Confined him j but great care muft 
** be taken in fettling the pleadings, if any of them mould plead fpe- 
“ daily, to get proper ifluesput upon the record. 

Lincoln’s-Inn, March, 17th 1 768. (Signed) FLET. NORTON.” 

1 Mr. 
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Mr. Parker thus buoyed up with an opinion that he might obtain re* 
drefs for the long imprifonmcht he had fuftained, and his arbitrary dif- 
miffion from the Company’s fcrvice, though acquitted by a Court-mar- 
tial under all the influence: which power and management might be flip- 
poled to effe£t, brought his a&ion and damages againft l^ord Clive. After 
combating for two years all the evafions which the Ihameful privilege 
of parliament then permitted Lord Clive to ufe, they were at laft brought 
to a period, when he was obliged either to enter his plea of juftification, 
or fuffer judgment to be entered up againft him. Being unable* with the 
afliftance of half the council of England, to afligu any juftification that 
would bear a judicious examination on paper, the plaintiff was at li- 
berty to enter up his judgment. Here again the attorney was intimi- 
dated by the privilege of parliament r and was told befides, that unlefs 
his client ftiould come into an agreement of permitting certain papers 
in the India houfe, which were no legal evidence, to be read at the 
trial on the behalf of the defendant, and likewife permit the defendant 
to plead the general iffue, and give the whole fpecial matter in evi- 
dence, the court would be moved for a commiffioq to examine witneffes 
in India, which would at leaft laft them half a dozen years. The poor 
oppreffed gentleman, who had already expended all the money he had 
acquired ; and feeing no end to the labours he was to undergo in ob- 
taining a precarious redrefs in the end, under all the influence of the. 
Eaft India Company, which was now exerted againft him, according- 
ly fubmitted to the fatal compromife, without the advice of his wor- 
my and honourable council, Mr. Dunning, who immediately forefaw 
the pernicious confequcnces, but notwitliftanding exerted bimfclf to 
the laft in refilling every a& of power, party, corruption, and par- 
tiality, which was difplayed to the conclufioii of this procefs. Mr. 
Parker was firft nonfuited upon a point of law taken up by Lord Manf- 
fleld, upon which, however, his lordlhip had not the good fortune ta 
carry the opinion of the other judges of the court. The matter was 
fluilhed by a kind of compromife, ending in a relolution which nobody 
had ever controverted, namely, “ that an officer in the fcrvice of the 
“ Eaft India Company has not a right to refign his commiflion at all 
“ times, and under all circumftanccs whatlbever, whenever he pleafed.’ v 
Upon the trial, Mr. Parker’s chief difficulty was, to prove that Lord 
^Clive had ever known of his being under arreft, during the five months 
he had been diagged about, although when in his fickly fituation, by 
his long confinement, he had been vifited by Mr. Ingham, Lord Clive’s 
body-pTiyfician, living in his family on the fpot, wno had the honefty 
to declare upou the trial, that he did not believe he had ever made any 

report 



12 6 APPENDIX. 

report to Lord Clive j and although the cenftant rira&ice of the army 
is, to make a daily report in writing by the officer who leaves this 
guard, of the number of prifoners, how lone confined, and for what 
Crimes ; and that it was proved Lord Clive, .the commander in chief, 
had refided feven weeks in the place where Mr ! . Parker was a prifoner : 
yet the jurjr were told, arid it may be prefumed rightly told, according 
to' the maxims of common law, that them was no proof to (hew Lora 
Clive knew of the plaintiff's confinement: upon which ground chiefly a 
verdi&was fouud for die defendant- 


N° XXXIV. 

Copy of the Indenture executed by free Mariners, on their going 
out to India with licence from the Eaft India Company. 

This Indenture, made the day of in the year of our 

Lord’ one thoufand feven hundred and and in the 

year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord GEORGE the by the 

grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defended 
of the Faith, andfo forth; Between the United Company of Merchants 
of England trading to the Eaft Indies, of the one part, and 

of mariner, of the other part. Whereas the 

faid United Company have, at the fpecial requeft and entreaty of the 
faid and upon the conditions and agreements herein 

contained on the part of the faid to be 

performed, licenfcd and permitted the faid to proceed 

to in the Eaft Indies, within the limits of the faid Company’s 

trade, in order to provide for himfelf in the feafaring way, and to con- 
tinue in the Eaft Indies aforefaid, for the term of years. 

Now this Indenture witnesseth, and the faid 
for himfelf, his, heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, doth by thefe 
prefents covenant, promife, and agree, to and with the faid United 
Company, in manner following; that is to fay, that he the faid 

from the time of his arrival at aforefaid, for and 

during and unto the full end and expiration of years, (hall and 
will behave and conduCt himfelf, from time to time, and in all refoeftrf 
conformable to the rules, orders, and directions of the faid United Com- 
pany, or of their Prefident and Council of their fettlement aforefaid. 
And that he the faid will not, dircCtly or indirectly, 

2 ferve 
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ierve or be in any-, wife afliftiog to, or employed by, or for any foreign 
company trading in or . to the Eaft Indies, or any perfon or perfoqs 
.whatfoover, who do or (hall, during the continuance of thefe prefonts, 
traffick, adventure, or trade to, in, or from the Eaft Indies, or elfo- 
where, within the limits of the faid Company’s trade, by or under, or 
by virtue of any foreign commilfion, licence, or authority whatfoever. 
Porvioed always, and it is hereby exprefsly covenanted, declared, 
and agreed between the parties to thefe prefents, and it is the true in- 
tent and meaning thereof, that in cafe the faid (hall 

make default in auy of the covenants herein before contained, or 
(hall, during the faid term of years, receive notice from the faid 

Company’s Prefident and Council of their fettlement aforefaid, to quit 
the laid fettlement and return to England, for any milbehaviour by 
him the faid done or committed towards the laid Com- 

pany, or concerning the peace and good order of the faid fettlement, 
that then, and in either of the faid cafes, he the faid 
fhall not, nor will, upon any account or pretence whatfoever, flay, of 
continue longer in the Eaft Indies than for the fpace of months 

after receiving fuch notice, and that from and immediately after the 
expiration of the faid months, it Jhall and maybe lawful for the 

faid Company’s Prefident and Council, at the faid fettlement, to caufe 
the faid and his family to be put on board any (hip 

employed by the faid Company, for the purpofe of being tranjported to 
Great Britain, at the faid Company’s expence, and in cate of refufal on 
the part of the faid to caufe the faid 

to be apprehended and put on board fuch (hip, together with his family. 
And further, in cafe of fuch apprehending, putting on board, and 
tranfporting the faid and his family, in manner 

aforefaid, the faid doth hereby covenant, promile, 

and agree to, and with the faid United Company, that he the faid 

his executors or adminijlrators, Jhall not, nor will commence, 
Jue, or profecute the faid Company, or their Court of Direilors, or any of 
their Pref dents and Council \ Commanders , or Officers of any fuch (hip, or 
any other perfon employed in any of the matters aforefaid, in or by 
any a&iou, fuit, or other profccution, civil or criminal, in refpeft of 
fuch apprehending him the faid or of putting on board 

^nd tranfporting him the faid and his family to Great 

Britain in manner aforefaid. And in cafe any fuch action, fuit, or pro- 
fecution (hall be commenced or profccuted for any of the matters afore- 
faid, the faid doth hereby covenant and ague to apd 

with the- faid Company, that the general ijue may be pleaded, and this 

indenture % 
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indenture, or any other fpecial matter may be given in evidence, by aH or 
any of the defendants, in any fuch fuit, aft ion, or profecution, in bar, 
difcharge, and defence thereof; any thing in thefe prefents contained 
to the contrary thereof notwithftanding. And the faid United Company 
do hereby for them I elves and their luccefl'ors, covenant, promife, and 
agree, to and with the faid that he the laid 

truly and faithfully obferving, fulfilling, and keeping the feve- 
ral covenants and agreements herein exprelfed and contained, on his 
part to be obferved, fulfilled, and kept, lhall and may peaceably and 
quietly trade and trafjick in the Eaft Indies aforefaid, in the capacity of 
a free mariner, and lhall enjoy the faid Company’s proteftion. And 
i/ASTLY, it is hereby covenanted, concluded, and agreed by and be- 
tween the laid parties hereto, that if the faid lhall be 

permitted to continue in the Eaft Indies, in the quality or capacity of a 
free mariner, after the expiration of the faid term of years hereby 
ftipulatcd, that then fuch the continuance and trading there of the laid 
lhall be upon the fame terms, conditions, covenants, 
and agreements as are herein before exprefl'ed and contained on his part, 
during the term herein mentioned, and not otherwife. In witness 
whereof to one part of this indenture the faid hath 

put his hand and leal, and to the other part thereof the faid United 
Company have cauled their common feal to be affixed, the day and 
year above-written. 

Sealed and delivered (being firjl 
duly Jlamped) in the prefence of 


N° XXXV. 


Copt of the Indenture executed by the Eaft India Company’s civil, 
or covenanted Servants ; whereby they engage not to receive from 
the Country Princes in India any prelents in money, jewels, lands, 
revenues, or other efFefts, but fuch as are permitted by the faid 
Company. 

s 

This Indenture, made the day of in the 

year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord by 

the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender 
j©f the Faith, and fo forth, and in the year of our Lord one thoufand 

feven 
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feveo hundred and fevcnty Between 

of the one part, and the United'Cprppany of Merchants of 
Epglandi trading to the Eaft Indie*, of the other part : WijBftp 4 $ the 
m U now employed in the fcrvice of the faid United 

company aionc of thetr at their chief Settlement 

°* *9 w® Indies, Now this Indenture Wit- 

njB 88 ith, andtbe laid to compliance with a refoludon 

of a Genml Cogrt of the faid United Company, and for and in confi- 
deration of what he i? or ihali he intitled to rece}ye from the faid Com- 
panjr in refped of his faid fcrvice, or in refped of any other Ration, 
cafWt/* or employment in which the faid may here- 

after he retained pr employed by the faid United Company, or their 
Court pf Piredors, Doth hereby for himfelf, bis heirs, executors, and 
admimftrators, covenant, prornKe, and agree to and with the faid 
United Company, that he the faid Shall nor, nor will at 

any time or times hereafter, during bit being employed in the (aid Com- 
pany’s fervice, in any Ration or capacity whatfoever, either by himfelf 
or by any other perfon or perfons whomfoever, in truft for him, or for 
his ufc, diredly or indirectly, accept, take, or receive, or agree to 
accept, take, or receive any gift or grant of lands, or rents or reve- 
nues iffuing out of lands, pr any territorial pofleflion, jurifdidion, do- 
minion, power or authority whatfoever, from any of the Indian Princes, 
Sovereigns, Subahs, or Nabobs, or apy pf their minifters, fcrvants, or 
agents, for any fetvice or fervices, or upon any account or pretence 
whatfoever, without the licence or con font of the Court of Directors for 
the time being of the Ijud United Company, Signified under their hands* 
nor Rial! or Will, at any time or times hereafter, during his being em- 
ployed in the Said United Company’s Service, in any Ration or capa- 
city whatfoever, either by himfelf or any ptber perfon or perfons whom- 
foever, in truft for him or for hi® ufc, diredly or indircdly, accept, 
take* or receive, or agree to accept, tajee, or receive any.gift, reward, 
gratuity, allowance, donation, or compenfation, in money, effeds, • 
jewels, or otherwifc howfoever, (tom any of the Indian Princes, Sovc- 
rtigos. Subahs, pr Nsabojbs, or any pf theft minifters, fcrvants, or agents, 
exceeding the value of ft^r tbaufaud rupees, for any fcrvice or fervices 
performed pr to be performed by foe faid in India, or 

upon any other accoupt.or pretence whatfoever, without the like licence 
or cppfept.of foe faid Coprt pf Diredors of the Said United Company, 
figpified as afotefaid * por any fuch reward, gratuity, allowance, dp* 
^/nation, or compenfation, .exceeding the value of m thousand rupees, 

* and upder foe value of/wr tfoujwd rupees, without the licence or 

R confcnt 
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confent of the Prefident and Council for the time being of the prefi- 
dency or fcttlement where the faid lhall be employed ; 

and that he faid ' lhall and will convey, alfign, and 

make over to the faid United Company, for their foie and proper ufe and 
benefit, all and every fuch gift or grants of lands, or rents or revenues 
ifluing out of lands, or any fuch territorial polfeffion, jurifdidtion, do- 
minion, power, or authority whatfoever j and alfo account for and pay 
to the faid United Company, for their foie and proper ufe and benefit, 
all and every fuch gifts, rewards, gratuities, allowances, donations, or 
compcnfations whatfoever, which, contrary to the true int?nt and 
meaning of thefc prefents, (hall come to the hands, poflclfion, or power 
of the faid or any other perfon or perfons in trull' for 

him, or for his ufe as aforefaid. In Witness whereof, to one part of 
thefe indentures the faid hath fet his hand and leal,, 

and to tbe other part thereof the faid United Company have caufcd. their r 
common feal to be put, the day and year above written. 

Scaled and delivered (being fir fi' 
duly Jtamped) in tbe prefence of 


N* XXXVI.. 

Copy of the Indenture of Covenants executed by gentlemen emi4 
grating to India, in the military fervice of the Englilh Eaft India. 
Company. 

This Indenture, made the Day of in the 

year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord bjy the 

Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France, , and Ireland, Defender 
of the Faith, and fo forth, and in the year of our Lord one thoufand 
feven hundred and , Between of 

the one part, . and the United Company of Merchants of England, trad- 
ing to the Eaft Indies, of the other part : Whereas the Court of Di- 
rectors for the affairs of the faid United Company have granted a com- 
million to the faid appointing him 

in their military forces in the Eaft Indies, Now this Indenture Wit- 
nessrth, , and the faid in compliance with a refolufr&n 

of a General Court of the faid United Company, and in cortfideration ' 
of what he is or lhall be entitled to receive from the faid Company, in 

rclpcdt 
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refpcdt of his faid fervice, or in refpedt of any other military ftation or 
employment, in which the faid may hereafter be em- 

ployed by the faid United Company, or their Court of Directors, Doth 
hereby tor himfelf, his heirs, executors, and adrainiftrators, covenant, 
promife, and agree to and with the faid United Company, that he the faid 
(hall not, nor will at any time or times hereafter during 
his being employed in the faid Company’s fervice, in any ftation or capa- 
city whatfoever, either by himfelf or by any other perfon or perfons whom- 
foever in truft for him or for his ufe, direftly or indirectly, accept, take, 
or receive, or agree to accept, take, or receive any gift or grant oflands, 
or rents for revenues ifluing out of lands, or any territorial pofleflion, 
jurifdiftion, dominion, power, or authority whatfoever, from any of 
the Indian Princes, Sovereigns, Subahs, or Nabobs, or any of their 
minifters, fervants, or agents, for any fervice or fervices, or upon any 
account or pretence whatfoever, without the licence or confent of the 
Court of Directors for the time being of the faid United Company, fig- 
nified under their hands ; nor (hall or will, at any time or times here- 
after during his being employed in the faid United Company’s fervice, 
in any ftation or capacity whatloever, either by himfelf or any other 
perfon or peefons wnomfoever in truft for him or for his ufe, dircCUy 
or indircdtly accept, take, or receive, .or agree to accept, take, or re- 
ceive any gift, reward, gratuity, allowance, donation, or compcn- 
fation, in money, effects, jewels, or otherwife howfoever, from any 
of the Indian Princes, Sovereigns, Subahs, or Nabobs, or any of their 
minifters, fervants, or agents, exceeding the value of four fboujand 
rupees, for any fervice or fervices performed or to be performed by the 
faid in India, or upon any other account or pretence 

whatfoever, without the like licence or confent of the faid Court of Di- 
rectors of the fain United Company, fignified as aforefaid ; nor any fuch 
reward, gratuity, allowance, donation, or compenfation, exceeding 
the value of one thoufand rupees , and under the value of four thoufand 
rupees, without the licence or confent of the faid Prefidcnt and Council 
for the time being of the prcfidency or fettlement where the laid 
lhall be employed j ana that he the faid 
(hall and will convey, aflign, and make over to the faid United Com- 
pany, for their foie and proper ufe and benefit, all and every fuch gifts 
or grants of lands, or rents or revenues ifluing out of lands, or any 
luda territorial pofleflioij, jurifdjclian, dominion, power, or authority 
^tfnatfoever ; and alfo account for and pay to the faid United Company, 
ibr their folc and proper ufe and benefit, all and every fuch gifts, re- 
wards, gratuities, allowances, donations, or compenfations whatfoever, 

p, ^ • which, 
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which, contrary to the true intent and meaning of theft prefents, (hall 
come to the hands, poffcflion, or power of the faid or 

any other perfon or perfons in truft for him, or for hi9 ufe as aforefaid ; 
Provided always, that nothing herein contained (hall hinder or pre- 
vent, or be deemed, taken, or conftrued to hinder or prevent the laid 
from accepting or receiving a (hare or proportion, 
in refped of his military poft or ftation, of any gift, gratuity, or do* 
nation, in money or effefts, which any Indian Prince, Sovereign, Sobah, 
or Nabob, (hall or may in time of extreme danger, necefiity, or emer- 
gency, give or beftow on any of the military officers or forces of the 
laid United Company, provided fuch gift, gratuity, or donation be with 
the privity and conl'ent of the Governor and Council of the prefidency 
or fettlement where the faid foall be employed, 

and not other wife : and provided alfo, that the fame be. not obtained 
or exaded by compulfion, or by way of bargain or control for any fer- 
vicc or fcrvices performed or to be performed $ Provided alfo, that no 
Governor or Prefident of any of the faid United Company’s fettkments 
in India (hall, by virtue of his commiffian from the faid United Com* 
pany, be authorized or intitled to accept or receive any part, (hare, or 
proportion of any fuch gift, gratuity, or donation «s is mentioned in 
the provifo herein before contained. And this Indenture further 
Witnesseth, and the faid doth hereby covenant, con- 

fent, and agree, to and with the faid United Company that in cafe the 
faid (hall be difmiffed the faid United Company’s mili- 

tary fervice, by fentence of court-martial, or by a Tcfolution or order of 
the Company's Prefident and Council of fuch fettlement where the (aid 

(hall ferve or be, or if the faid 

(hall otherwife legally quit the faid Company’s military fervice, that then, 
and in any or either of the faid cafes, it (hall be lawful to and for the 
faid United Company’s faid Prefident and Council, at any time after the 
expiration of fix calendar months next following fuch diimiffion from or 
quitting the faid Company's military fervice as aforefaid, to carry and 
tran/port the faid * the expence of the faid Company to 

Great Britain, in fuch (hip employed in the feid Company’s fervice as 
the faid Prefident and Council (hall for that purpofe appoint. And in 
cafe the faid (hall negledt or refufc to repair 

or go on board fuch (hip as aforefaid, by the fpace of ten days after notico 
(hall be given him fo to do, by order of the faid Prefident and Council* 
then and in fuch cafe, it (hall be lawful for the faid Prefident and' 
Council, and they are hereby fatly authorized and empowered to cattfe the 
faid to be apprehended and detained k and to put hm 

• i on 
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on board facb Jbip as aforefaid , far tit purpofe of being carried and tranf- 
ported to Great Britain, io neverthdefs, that no unneccflary delay be 
(ought, nor any (it oocafion or opportunity loft, in (o detaining or put- 
ting on board the (aid And further, in cafe of l'uch 

apprehending, putting on board, and tranfpartang the (kid 

in manner aforefaid, the faid doth hereby 

covenant, pronrife, and agree, to and with the {aid United Company,. 
that be the faid bis executors or adimnifirators , Jhall 

not nor will commence. Jut, or projeente the faid United Company or their 
Court of Directors, or any of their Prejidents and Council, Commanders or 
Officers of any fuch (hips, or any other perfon employed in any of the 
matters aforefaid, in or by any adion, (uit, or other profecution, civil 
or criminal, in refped of fuch apprehending him the faid 
or of putting him on board and traafporring him the faid 

to Great Britain, in manner aforefaid. And in cafe any fuch 
adion, fuit, or profecution (Hall be commenced, fued, or profccuted, 
for. any of the matters aforefaid, the faid doth hereby 

covenant and agree, to and with the faid Company, that the general 
ijfae may be pleaded, and this prefent indenture, or any other facial mat- 
ter, may be given in evidence, by any of the defendants in any fuch fuit, 
adion, or profecution, in bar, difebarge, and defence thereof; any 
thing in thefc prefentt contained to the contrary thereof in any-wife not- 
with (landing. In Witnefs whereof, to one part of this indenture the 
faid hath put his hand and feat, and to the other 

part thereof the (kid United Company have caofed their common feai to. 
be affixed, the day and year above-mitten. 

Sealed and delivered (being faffi 
duly temped) mt be prefence of 
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Cow of a Letter from Francis Syhes , Enquires He fide nt at the Dur- 
bar, to the Secret Committee at Calcutta. Dated the 14th July 

1765* 

" To William Brigbtwell Sumner, Eiquire, &c. Gentlemen of the 

“ Seled Committee, 

“ Gentlemen, * 

“ By the great, fudden fall of rain, and the rapidity of the river, I 
* have been prevented from arriving here* till yefterday : I (hall di- 

“ redly 
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*« redly proceed on my bufineft with all poffible difyafch, and you may 
“ depend upon it, that nothing (hall be wanting on my part to finiffi 
“ the affairs which I am commiffioned on, as well a$ any others which 
“ may fall to my management during my ftay here, to the entire fatis- 
“ faction of the Committee. 

“ I have had the pleafure to receive feveral letters from Lord Clive 
“ fince I left Calcutta, wherein his Lordffiip reprefents to me the in- 
. cOnveniencies and difficulties the prefent mini/lers find in carrying^# 
“ the affairs of the~gbvemrtTenTT ovtifiTKfTEe'NdFoPs ignorance, and 


“ his being totally unacquainted with any kind of bulinefs whatever 
** and to obviate and effcdually remove an evil of fo dangerous a ten 
“ dency, his Lordfliip recommends to me to endeavour to get the Na 
“ bob to threw the management cf affairs entirely i gto the bams o ' 

“ niflers nowlrt power ; to make over all t he rev 
“ TuFahffiiD. m orders enable us to 



for an annua 

ipend to tne King, with other contingent expences, in confideration 
** -of our paying him a fum of about fifty lacks per annum, for his 
Horfc, Scapoys, Begum, Brother’s Zenana, Houfehold charges, and 
*<-cvery other expence which may attend himfelf, provided this affair 
" be JanttiJied by a Sunnud from the King. This undoubtedly will be 
“ a grand point : and to obtain it, 1 fhall certainly exert my endeavours, 
“ as I cfleem it to be equally for the Nabob's eafe an d our own inter eft ; 
•“ for it is certain the (hare of influence we enjoy ip thefe provinces, 
" however great in appearance, docs not carry with itthofe real advan - 
“ tages and weighty ejj'eEls which are ncceflary, not to leave that power 
in danger of being dilputed, and failing us at a time when the Com- 
, pany is in moft want of it; befides it will be attended with many 
further good confequences, particularly that of effe&ually putting a 
“ flop to t hat diffipation of revenues which hath reduced the Nabob, the 
4t Company, and thecountry, fo frequently to a diflrcfied condition. 


u I am getting an account of the Nabob’s immediate expences, in 
“ order to be able the better to judge what Jlipend will he mojl fuitable to 
“ bis rank and dignity , and our honour and credit. 

** Mr. Sumner having informed me, that there was a deficiency^jn 
4 ‘ the Money paid by the Nabob into our tregfury, of about rupees 
** 40,562 2 annas, I therefore acquaint you, that an order was fent 

“ the 
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" the day before yefterday for the payment of it, which I hope by this 
“ time is come fare to hand, 

“ I am, with the greateft refped, 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ Your moft obedient, humble fervant, 

**'* Hth (Signed) “ FRANCIS SYKES.”- 


N° XXXVIII. 

Copy of a Letter from Francis Sykes, Efquire, Refident at the Dur- 
bar, to the Secret Committee at Calcutta. Dated the 28th July- 
1765,. 

*' To William Brightwell Sumner, Efquire, &c. Gentlemen of the 

Select Committee. 


“ Gentlemen, 

“ I have had the plcafure to receive your favour as late as only four 
** days ago, inclofing the plan for carrying on the trade of fait, beetle- 
“ nut and tobacco, accompanied by feveral queftions which required 
“ to be anfwered by each member of the Seled Committee fcverally, in 
“ order to collect their fentiments, to enable you to proceed agreeably 
“thereto.. 

“ Having replied to each query in a feparate paper, leaves me very 
** little to fay here on the fubjed. . I have included the colonels and 
** lieutenant-colonels in the plan, more from a deftre of removing every 
fpark of envy,, and Ihewing our difinterejlednefs in money matters, 
“ which certainly, ought to be confidcred in a plan fo extenfive as this, 
“ more than from any claim of real right; for. as the Company’s cove, 
“ nanted fervants only are intitled to duftucks, they certainly can be 
“ the only perfons intitled to a fhare in this trade; but 1 look upon this 
“ as fo great an objed, that we can, without impropriety, make a vo- 
^Muntary tender to thefe gentlemen, who are excluded from receiving 
“prefents, as well as the Company’s covenanted fervants. 

• One of the Nabob’s gardens near Murfticdabad. 

" As> 
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“ A I it is uncertain what number $f majors we may bate upon this 
“ eftablifhment, I think, for that reafon, it it not proper to inchidt 
“ them, and likewife as they may be too numerous a body. 

“ I now inclofe you die Nabob’s per wan ah* , far. amounting to one 
“ hundred and fix, which will enable ^ou immediately to enter upon 
“ the contracts. I have been very particular in collecting the number 
“ of zemindars wbc& countries produce any fait, and think thole I 
“ have fent you will be fufficient for the falt-wOrks dependent on the 
** Fowzdar of Hoogly, as well as for thofe which are to be under the 
*' management of pc gentlemen of Dacca and Chittigang.. You will 
“ find that the zemindars are entirely put under our authority, and 
“arc to comply with fuch regulations w you fliall think proper to 
“ eftablilh. 

“ I can with pleafurc inform you, mat I have completed the bufi- 
*• nefs which was fo earncftty recommended to me by Lord Clive. The 
" Nabob, after foffy explaining to him the many advantages that wotAd 
w arife to the public, and how much he would be embarntffed from his 
“ little knowledge in affairs of fo much confcquence, has, after mature 
4 ‘ confideration, agreed to accept of a ftipend of Sicca rupees, 5,386,161 
44 per annum ; and wiH, in oonfequence of foch agre e ment, throw all 
“ the affairs of the government into the bands of Mahomed Reza Cawn , 
“ Doolubram, and Juggut Seat, the minijlers appointed by Usi and make 
44 over the management and revenue of the Subahdary for the payment 
“of the forces, reftitution, and other purpofes mentioned »n L^rd 
44 Clive’s letter of the iithinftf nt , provided the fame be duly autho- 
“ riztd and confirmed by the King. He was indeed fi fully ferfuadei 
“ of the expediency of the mearfores propofed, that be would have ac- 
44 cepted of fifty lacks j but on pc retiring how clofcly he was tied up 
44 relative to the allowance made him for his * Alfwary, Emaumbarry 
‘ “ expences, Zenana, and other articles, I thought the credit oj the Com - 
“ mittee required that his allowance fimfd be enlarged { particularly 
“ when ! cemfidered what a glorious opportunity he gives us 9f efiabliff- 
44 mg a new fjftem of go v er nme nt, which, if properly adopted, • regu- 
44 lated, and purfued with fteadmefs and ftrmnew, bidsfltreft for fettling 
“ that tranquillity in the three provinces which has been fo long want- 
“ ing, and confened fb cffenttal for the good of the country, fne Na- 
4 ‘ beros eafe, and the profberity of the Company. This prol’peft, I 
44 own, appears to me to be of no left importance to our honourable 
44 employers, than that of eftablifhing them in this kingdom beydfrd 

• The'Tctinuc maintained for parade; the cxpencei mcorred at h!i mo r qoes in religious matters* 
and the charges of hit feugHu. 

44 the 
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“ the attempts of any enemy whatever ; and fecuring fuch real and 
“ folid advantages as, from our influence, we have a right to exped, 
“ and which mull in a fhort time render the company the greateft and 
“ mod: potent commercial body in the world. But an eflential prcli- 
“ minary towards eftablifhing this plan will be, to fec ure the dewan - 
“ nee, which, though formerly a very diftind officeTTs^ now become 
“ fo dependent o n the f ubahdary, that they cannot with any p ropriet y 
“ be Tn two different interefis. This can~ be very < caiily (ccuretTTiy 
“ EonfClive ; and I make no doubt but it will, on a reprefentatiori 
“ from the Committee to his Lordfhip on the fubje& In the coutfe of 
“ regulating this bufinefs with the Nabob, I hare Intd the greateft at- 
“ tention to every part of bis family, to prevent their receiving any ill 
“ treatment, or bad ujage Jrom him ; their allowance I have fettled as 
“ follows; viz. * 


To Seyf al Dowlah 
Mobareck al Dowlah 
Meran's fon 

The Begum and her family 


Rupees per month. 
7000 
50OO 
- 5OCO 

• 6000 


“ Thefe fums, though much more than what has been hitherto ex- 
“ pended on their account, yet it is neither for our honour or credit, 

“ to deprive them of a fupport in life [uitable to their rank and dignity. 

“ I have, for the better fecuring thefe fums to them, got Mahomed 
“ Reza Khawn, Doolubram, and Juggut Scat, to take upon them the 
“ charge of this money, to pay it monthly, or as (hall be mod agree- 
“ able to them to receive it. Thefe three perfons are likewite to have 
“ the payment of all the Nabob’s feapoys, horfe, fervants, See. which 
“ he very readily and with pleafurc conicnted to. 

“ Nothing now remains to finifh this grand point entirely, but thc^ 
“ obtaining a funnud from the King, and the executing the obligation 
“ which is neceflary to pafs between the Company and the Nabob; 

“ but I (hall defer this, until I have your’s as well as his Lordfhip’s 
“ authority for fo doing. 

“ Since my arrival, I have been extremely watchful over the actions 
“ of Mahomed Reza Khawn, Doolubram, and Juggut Scat, that I 
“ rpight be able to form fomc judgment how the regulations which were- 
lately made for the adminiftration of the government were executed ; 

“ andean with much fatisfadion inform you, that I think everyone' 

“ ads with the greateft afliduity in his own office, without aiming ( 

S “ at 
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« at any encroachment on the partition of authority we judged neccf- 
“ fary for the fecurity of the prefent eftablilhment. Whatever -attempts 
“ might have been made on the balance of power by Doolubram, I am 
convinced he is very fenfible of his error, and will give no caufefor 
“ any further complaints. There is at prefent the greateft harmony 
“ and cordiality fubfifting between the Nabob and his minifters, as 
“ well as between the minifters themfelves, that the beft of confe- 
“ quences is to be expedted from it, and we may hope a continuance 
“ of it by a little attention only in the gentleman who refides at the 
* l Durbar, the Nabob is extremely polite, and very tractable. I 
“ cannot conclude this fubiedt without mentioning to you. Gentlemen, 
*< the very extraordinary amduity and care of Mahomed Reza Khawn 
“ for the good of the Company and the country ; and from his inde- 
“ fatigablen efs, joined with a principle of honour and integrity, we 
“ may expedt affairs foon reduced into good form and order; a thing 
“ fo much to be coveted. 

“ In three or four days time I hope to be able to fend you about two 
** lacks of rupees, but expedt little or nothing more : but I mud re- 
“ queft that a tender of this money may be made the merchants as foon 
“ as the Company is in cafh, and their affairs will admit of its return,. 
*• having given my word that this circurnftance will be complied with ; 
** as 1 pould not otberwife have been able to obtain it, unleft I had made 
** ufe of force, a method which ought to be avoided. 

“ I am, with the greateft refpedt* 

41 Gentlemen, 

u Your mod obedient* humble fcrvant, 

“ R ?.°j a ^ aU I 8 7 ’ 6 l 5 h * M (Signed) FRANCIS SYKES.” 
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N° XXXIX. 

Copy of a Letter from Francis Sykes, Efquire, Rcfident at the Dur* 
bar, to the Secret Committee at Calcutta. Dated the -lift October 

* 7 6 5 - 

“ To the Right Honourable Lord Clive, Prelident and Governor, 

“ and the Gentlemen of the Seledt Committee. 

“ My Lord and Gentlemen, 

“ Inclofed I fend you a ftatement of the Bahar revenues, as fixed for 
’/* this year; with a particular account of fuch parts as are aflizned over 
7“ for the payment of the jagueers which have been granted by roya l 
“ authority, and whole names I alfo particularize. ~~ 

After a ferutiny into fcveral years accounts, I find very little has 
“ been really brought to the credit of the Nizamut, even in the molt 
“ peaceable times ; but in Meer Jaflier’s it has been a very heavy ex- 
“ pence to him; little or nothing, I find, being collected even to fup- 
“ port a part of the charges attending it. By me belt accounts that I 
“ can learn, we (hall hafrdly c ome up to the pr efent (latement, though 
* f I thought it would be better not to rate it lower this year, and the 
** next we might with more propriety judge of its real value. The 
“ expence in Ramnarain's, as well as in the prefent Nabob Itraam al 
“ Dowlah's time, has been charged a t 2,t n»Q , u~2~ to. as you will 
** obferve by the account I now ioclole you. i bave examined very' 
“ narrowly into every article, and have, with the afliftance of Ma- 
** homed Reza Khawn, reduced the cxpence to rupees 71:0,020. though 
“ frill great and heavy ; yet the ministers declare to me, that there is 
u no fuperfluous expence in that fum ; that it will require the full 
“ number of people mentioned to colloft the revenues properly, and 
** pay the different contingent expenceS which mull neceflarily happen 
“ m lb extenfive a country. 

“ Mahomed Reza Khawn, Doolubram, &c. would, with your con* 
“ Cent, adopt the following plan. Nabob Itraam al Dowlah to return 
to his Ration : Dirgenarain to remain alfo ; and two overfeers on the 
part of the Company, and one on that of the minijlers of the govern - 
_ ' ment, to remain, not only as checks on their adtians, but to enable 
' “ them to proceed in the colledtions with the greatell alacrity. Had 
“ not our connexions with the brothers of the above-mentioned per- 

S a “ Tons 
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“ Tons made it neceflary to give them our countenance, and a proper 
“ influence in the country, 1 fliould be entirely for having a new clafs 
“ of people of lefs confcqucnce, more aCtive, and their cxpences con- 
“ fiderably lefs, to manage the affairs of that province; and who would 
“ be mere inclinable to obey any orders they might receive from hence 
“ than they have lately fhewed. Whatever arrangements you may think 
** proper to make, the fooner it is concluded on the better; as every 
" thing is at an entire flop, nor can the minijlers procure any fatisfallory 
“ anjhver, Jo as to inform tbcmfelves of the progrefs that has been made 
“ in the rents. 


“ Jn the account of jagueers and charity-lands, which I now forward 
“ to your Lordlhip, &c. amounting to 2,018,714— 10--0 there will 
“ be (in confequence of our late agreement) that which the Nabob 
“had, amounting to 902,960-8-- 15, to be brought to the Company's 
“ credit , alfo the fum of 290,707— 14—0 which has been kept up under 
“ the head of jagueers, and has been an impofition, as no perfon can k , 
** claim it, or any part thereof, either by an authority of r oyal fun* / 
“ nuds, or as a gift of the Nabo b’s ; fo that it muft be a frauJiri thole 
“ who had the management of affairs. The fum allowed for charity 
“ is bulky; and I make no doubt, if it was in my power to enquire 
“ into that article, we Would find the greateft part mifappfied. 

“ I have been greatly retarded in fending you the inclofed accounts 
“ by the many impo fitions th e Patna Mutfedd ees JL CongO£S,. Ac. wanted 
to have continued and confirmedT not only in the value of the pro- 
“ vince and in the acc ount of expenc es, but in the amount of each 
“ perfo n’s jague er ; man y of whom had charg ed more than their fun. 

“ nuds intitled them to receive, in expectations that no inquiry would 
“ be made into their right., In fhort, an entire reformation wants to 
“ be made, fooner or later, which if you fhould not have done now, I 
“ would recommend its taking place in April next, when the Poonea is 
“ Inadc 1 , and the value of each Pureunnah 13 fixed , or as foon as you 
“ thhik it will be molt continent with the plan of government you are 
“ defirous of forming. 


“ A regular and proper mode once fixed on, and men of activity, 
fteadinefs, and integrity employed in the management of the collec- 
tions, who will pay a proper attention to the frontier provinces, j 
am confident, that the province of Bahar will then yield very little 
fhort of one crore of rupees. The jagueers and charity-lands ftand^t 


'the old rents, or at whaF tliey paid many years ago. They will cer^\ 
tainly now produce double the amoun t, and in point of right, the fur- 
plus, whatever it may be, exceeding the amount which the ' funnuds 

— - — — — ~~ ' ~ IL infitlifc 
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* f intitle the proprietors to, ought to be brought to the credit of the 
“"Company. Before 1 have done with this fubjcCt it will be neccliary 
“ 7 o mention, that Shet abroy. as King's Dewan, has the department of 
“ the Khalfah * ; wherein got only revenues, but duties ariling to the 
“government yearly, the amount, not incontulcrable, "ought to be 
“ added to t his account T 1 have applied not only to itraatn. at Dow* 
“ lah, but to the Patna Mutfcddecs, all of whom decline giving me 
“ any account of the fame, referring me to Shetabroy FdF them. As 
“"this gentleman is now in Calcutta, you will be bed able to adjull 
“ this matter with him. 

“ The duties ariling from the Punchuttrah office at MurlhedaMJ, 
“ only a. few years ago, amounted to rupees 384,000. I hud there is 
“ now exiding lcarccly any thing more than the name. 1 have ac- 
cordingly got Mahomed Reza Khawn, &c. to appoint a per.fon of 
** integrity and afliduity to infpett into the Daroga’s proceedings, and 
«* keep an exaft account of the duties ariling to the government, as has 
“ been for many years eftablilhed. The like regulations 1 have delired 
“might take place in the Tanldallf, where abufes appear equally 
“ great. 

“ I find h will b,e abfolutely qecelTary fome regulations fhould bo 
“ fixed on for the government of the Chokeys all over the country, for 
“ which purpofe I have got Mahomed Reza Khawn to write to the 
« Fowzdars and Zemindars of the different provinces, for an exadt ac- 
“ count of all the Chokeys now kept up, that a proper arrangement 
“ may be made, and a few confidcrable ones eftablilhed in the mod 
“ convenient parts of the country j which will anlwcr the purpofe 
« much more effectually than the fuperfluous number that do now exilt, 

“ which have in fame degree only ferved to fubvert the true intent for 
“ which they were ordered, and throwing a number of difficulties in 
“ the way of trade in general. 

“ Fraud and villainy appears to have been carried to fo great a 
“ height in every department, that I am no longer furprized that the 
“ Nabobs of late have been io much didrefled in their government. 

“ A total change, by degrees, mud be made ; and it can only be by 
“ degrees brought about, without great efifturbance and murmuring 

all over the country. I am exerting my utmoft endeavours for that 
“ purpofe : but have to druggie with every difficulty that can he 
“ thrown in my way by miniders, Mutfcddecs, Congoes, &c. and 
»* their dependents. Yet with a proper fypport from you, I make not 

• Ciotvn !and». t The mint. 


“ the 
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44 the leaft doubt, in time, but I (ftafl acconrpliflv your mod: finguine 
44 expectations. 

“ Reprefentations of late have been made to me by the Zemindars 
44 of different villages, that the King is* fixing Dawks* from Hla- 
“ habad to this place and Calcutta $ that it wiH be a very great 
“ burthen to the inhabitants in many parts of the country, if they 
“ are under a neceflity of fupporting them with the ufuai necefla- 
“ ries, having already both the Company’s and the Nabob’s Dawks 
44 to provide for, and requeft they may be relieved from fb heavy 
44 a grievance. 

“ Inclofcd I fend you a letter which I have received from Captain 
44 M‘Phcrfon, reprefenting the hardfhip he has laboured under fince 
44 his being ordered on the Moradbaug eftablifhment, in being de- 
44 prived the receiving of any batta, notwithftanding a detachment 
44 at Cofiimbazar has been allowed it. I requeft your Lordfhip, dec. 
44 will take his cafe into confederation : and fhould it not be inconfiftxnt 
44 with the rules and regulations then eftablifhed, I defire you will 
44 order him to receive at lead half batta, agreeably to what was al- 
44 lowed the Cofiimbazar detachment, as an hundred and twenty rupees 
u bat been the only fum be bat bad to live on Jfnco bit rejidetice there . - 

44 1 am, with the greatefl refpeft, 

44 My Loro and Grntibmbn, 

44 Your moft obedient, humble fervant, 
(Signed) 44 FRANCIS SYKES.” 

44 f Mootejil, the 31ft Oc« 

44 tober 1765.” 


* The Dawkt, of Pbflmen, when employed by the Kitir, weft fifp [Sorted by the eoeirtrki 
through which they paired. 

t A garden of the Nabob 1 *, near the city of MtuAwdabid. 
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N* XL. 

« 

Copy of a Letter from. pVaJiftf Sykes, Efquire r Refident at tie Durbar, 
to the SeleSl Committee at Calcutta Dated the 17th Nov. 1765. 

♦* To the Right Honourable Lord Clive, Prefidcnt and Governor, 

** and the Gentlemen of the Selcd Committee. 

«* My Lord and Gentlemen,. 

“Your Lordlhip’s, See. favours /of the 5th and 7th inftant I have 
* received. 

44 Inclofcd I fend you an account of the revenues, as concluded 
“ on with she Fowadars, Zemindars, &c. for the prefent year 1765, 

44 amounting to 16,029,016-10.-2 rupees, charges included} witn an 
“ account of what has been already collected, how it has been dif- 
** buried to the laft ofRubby al sdny, or the 16th October, in order that 
44 you may have a true and exad date of affairs of this province to that 
“ time : and (hall from henceforward fend you a monthly treafury ac~ 

“ count, that you may be acquainted regularly with the date 01 the 
“ treafury here. 

“ On my arrival here,, I found that the revenues ariiing from the /* 
“ different provinces and purgunnahs which compofc Bengal had been 
“ rated, though not finally concluded with the different officers of the 
« government. In examining into this bufinefs, and by comparing 1 
«' the value of the different diftridts of the country with what they were 
44 rated at in Allaverdy Khawn’s time, Serajah al Dowlah’s, Meer 
" Jaffier’s, &c.. L found many fell greatly Ihort of what they had pro- 
“ auced, taking the medium of feveral years. 1 therefore defired that 
44 this important matter might be rcconfidered ; and after a few days at- 
“ tention to this particular, I have the fatisfadion to inclofc you a ftatc- 
“ ment, which, 1 make no doubt, will meet with your approbation. In 
“ this agreement I have aimed at a certain equitable and juft valuation' 

“ between the proprietor and the tenant, without fubjeding ourfclvcs 
“ to any. juft imputation of feverity : and though I do not find that 
44 Bengal alone ever produced’ to the Nabob the amount as appears by 
«* the neat balance, except in the time of Coffim Ally Khawn, yet I arm 
“confident, with good management, we may reafonably exped an 
J* increafe, without the leaft oppreffion to the farmers or tenants. Some 
r “ degree 
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“ degree of rigour may be nereffary this year, to roufe the Zemindars 
«« and collcdors from that lethargy which they have been in, and con- 
viiue them we are determined to put a flop to the fcandalous prac-. 
“ (ices /b frequently committed all over India, and that the welfare of 
•* tic Nabob and our employers is our objcB, by receiving the juft revenues 
“ due to the government. 

“ I (hall exert rnyfclf to the utmofl of my power, to have the full. 
“ amount- of licca rupees 15,004,887—2—5 regularly and properly col- 
“ leded. Fifty lacks of which I flatter myfelf I fhall have in the trea- 
" fury by the nth of February, which includes the December pay- 
“ mentsj as, by an eflablifhcd cuflom, a month’s credit is always 
“ given. Should it fo happen that I am difappointed in my expeda- 
tions, I requeft your Lordffiip, &c. will not impute it to any neg- 
“ led, or fault on my part, but to the confequence of a number of 
“ circumlhmccs entirely independent of me, which * bufinefs of this 
“ nature is ever liable to. I molt heartily with fome method could be 
taken to prevent the gentlemen, civil as well as military, from fend- 
“ ing for the different officers* of the government on every frivolous 
pretence, by which the colledions are greatly impeded : and owing 
“ to the dirtance fuch circumftances happen from me, I find it a moft 
“ difficult matter to be a proper judge, whether they are ading in 
« virtue of their ftation, or in open violence to your orders. 

“ The cxpences of mohurrees, pikes, fervants, burkandazes, roads, 
“ charity, witli other contingent articles attending the colledions, 
" amounting to rupees 1,024,129—7—7, are large and enormous, not- 
“ withllanding I have retrenched them above one half. Yet I cannot 
<< with any propriety attempt to reduce them lower this year, parti - 
“ cularly as the miniffers declare they are not only realbnable, but in- 
“ difpenfably neceffary. However, as I get a greater infight into the 
“ nature of thel’e charges, and the colledions in general, I fhall be 
•* better a'.dc to judge what are fuperfluous, and what not fo : and 
« every regulation and plan of oeconomy, in order to reduce this ar- 
“ tide, lhall always eagerly be embraced and forwarded to your Lord- 
“ fi)ip, 6cc. as cxpeditioully as poffiblc. 


* This alludes to a prr.tt-cc very common, of Englifh gentlemen, when travelling up the country, 
landing tie Zcmindiis lor proviiions and Hea'cii for their palanquecnj, Uc. the amount of 
wl-.ich the /cmindar ii.fertrd among the charges of the collection, or el!e levied it upon the nots. 
or farmers. In ancient times the KmperorN officers were always fo comp'imentcd when travelling, 
tv the Zemindars, on tie ruad. Since the linglifh Company became the Sovereigns, their fervai as, 
iUi' and 111:! ;taiy, have ban looked on in the fame light, and being very numerous, t'* frequency 
gi‘ iuc.n appliL-uoii* vus become troublcfomc and opprdfivc. 


“ Your 
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“ Your Lordffiip, &c. will oblerve in the account of revcuucs, a 
** number of purgunnahs which have no charges annexed to them. This 
“ is owing to the Zemindar letting them on a leafe for three or four 
“ years; and the expences which are allowed under the head of Nan- 
" car, &c. by agreement, is given up to the Zemindar, and the tenant 
“ is to have, for his profits, whatever he can colledt above the fum fti- 
“ pulated to be paid to government. By this means it will always be 
“ difficult to obtain the true value of the lands, and it is an evil which 
“ muft be rectified. 

“ I have fupplied the factories of Coffimbazar and Dacca with cafii 
“ for the ufe of their inveftments, agreeable to your Lordffiip’s, &c. or- 
“ ders ; the former with three lacks of ficca rupees, and the latter witli 
“ one of arcots; and to-morrow morning fiiall fend you down, under 
** the care of a party of feapoys, fix lacks. 

“ I have had much difficulty in procuring an account of the receipts 
“ and difburfements made this year, and delayed fending you the 
" account of the revenues, .in expedtation of forwarding you this at 
“ the fame time; but though I have now drawn it out, I find fo many 
“ articles neceflaiy to be explained, and fo many inaccuracies appear- 
“ ing, that I am will obliged to poftpone forwarding it, till it can be 
“ thrown into a form which will meet with your approbation. 

“ Furrock-Baug, one of the Nabdb’s garden-houfes, being greatly 
“ out of repair, and one of the rooms already fallen in, the minijlers 
“ would be glad of your permiffion to lay out a fmall fum of money on that 
“ building, to prevent its becoming an entire ruin. 

“ I am, 

“ with the gre^teft refpedl, 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 

“ Your moft humble fervant. 


“ Mootejil, the 17th 
41 Nov, 1765." 


(Signed) 


« F. SYKES." 
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N° XLI. 

Copy of a Letter from theRightHoriourable Rokrt tiord' Clive tOv 
the Direftdrs of the Eajl India Company. Dated, Berkeley- fquarc, 
the 27th April 1764. 

to the honourable the Court of Diredors for affairs of the' United 
Company of Merchants of England, trading to the Eaft Indies 

♦‘‘Gentlemen,. 

“ In obedience to your commands, I now tranfmit the' purport of 
“what I had the honour to reprefettt to you by Word of ffioUth at the 
“ lafl: Court Of Diredors, with fotne other particulars Whith 'flipped 
“ my themory* at 1 that titne. 

“ Having taken into cortfideration yotr letter ftht'mt'by the fecre- 
“ taty, -as alfo the reqileft of the' General Court' df '^roplietors, r I think 
“ myfiilf boithd in honour 'to accept of "theiharge ofyoiir'afedTsin 
“'Bengal, provided you Will' co-dptrite With arid lafflft me fn fttdh'than- 
“ ner, that 'I may be ableto anfwer the '^xpeidatibns and ihterrtlorts' of 
“ the General Court. 

“Asanin dividual, T dan 1 have rio tehiptation 'to undertake this ar- 
“ duous tafk; and nothing but 'the dtflre d hitve to be bfcfill' > to toy 
“ country, and to maniftift hiy graflttlde'ro this Cblhpany, cdtfld'Mdke 
“ me embark in this fervice, attended as it is with fo many inconve- 
“ niencies to mylelf and to my family. I cannot Avoid acknowledg- 
“ ing, that I quit my native country with fome degree of regret and 
“ diffidence, on leaving behind hie'fkts IbehBnly ao) a very divided 
“ and diftraded diredion, at a time when unanimity is more than ever 
“ requifitc for the carrying into execution Rich plans as are abfolutely 
“ ncceflary to the well-being of the Company. 

“ I fhall now enter into a fliort difcUflion of your political, com* 
“ mcrcial and military affairs in Bengal, without fearchiqg into the 
“ caules of the unhappy revolution in favour of Coflim Ally ‘K'hawn. 
“ I (hall only remark, that if the lame plan of politics hid been pur- 
“ fued after he was placed on the throne, as that which I had obferved 
“ towards his predeceffor, he might with great eafe have remained 
“ there to this day, without having it in his power to injure either him* 
“ ft If or the Company in the manner he has lately done. 


“ Indeed 
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“ Indeed Mr. Vanfittart’s ideas in politics have differed To widely 
“ from mine, that either the one or the other mult have been totally in 
** the wrong. Soon after Coflim Ally Khawn was railed to his new 
“ dignity, he was fufFcred to retire to a vety great diftance from his 
“ capital, that our influence might be felt and dreaded as little as pof* 
“ Able by him. He was fuffered to difmifs all thole old ofiiccr3 who 
“ had any connexion with, or dependence upon us; and what was 
“ the word: of all, our faithful friend and ally, Ramnarain, the Nabob 
“ of Patna, was given up : the dodtrine of the Subah’s independency 
“ was adopted, and every method was put in pradfice to confirm him 
“ in it. We need not feek for other caufes of the war, for it is now 
“ fomc time that things have been carried to fuch lengths abroad, that 
“ cither the princes of the country muft in a great meafure be dependent 
“ on us, or wc totally fo, on them. 

“ That the public and continued difapprobation of Coflim Ally’s ad- 
“ vancement to the government, expreffed by the gentlemen of Cal- 
“ cutta, increafed the Nabob’s jealoufies, is mod true ; and that it was 
“ the duty of every one, after the revolution was once effected, to 
“ concur heartily in every meafure to fupport it, cannot be denied. 
*' It is like wife true, that the encroachments made upon the Nabob's 
“ prefer ip the rights by the Governor and Council, ana the ref of the 
“ j'ervants trading in the articles of fait, beetle and tobacco, together 
“ with the power given by Mr. Vanfittart to fubjedf our gomaftahs, or 
“ agents, to the jurifdidtion and inlpedtion of the country government, 
“ all concurred to bajlen and bring on the late troubles ; but (till the 
“ ground-work of the whole was the Nabob’s independency. It is im- 
“ poflible to rely upon the moderation and juflice of muflulmen. Stridf 
“ and impartial juflice fhould ever be oblerved, but let that juflice 
“ come from ourfelves. The trading therefore in fait, beetle and to - 
“ bacco , having been one cauj'e of the prefent dijputes, I hope thefe articles 
“ will be refored to the Nabob , and your J'ervants abfolutely forbid to trade 
“ in them. This will be fir iking at the root of the evil. 

“ The prohibition of duftucks to your junior lervants will, I hope, 
“ tend to reftore that ceconomy which is lo necelfary in \our fervice; 
“ indeed if fome method be not thought of, and your Council do not 
“ heartily co-operatc with your Governor to prevent the J'udden acqui- 
<( ftion oj fortunes * which have taken place of late, the Company’s af^ 
“ fairs mufl greatly fuft'er. What power it may be proper to invert me 
“ with, to remedy thofe great and growing evils, will merit your fcrious 
“ confidcration. As a means to alleviate , in fome meafure, the dif- 
“ fatisfadfion that fuch reflridlions upon the commercial advantages of 

T 2 “ your 
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“ your fervants may occafion in them, it is my full intention not to cn- 
“ Z a Z e m ,,1 -y kind °f trade myfclf ; fo that they will divide amongft them 
“ what u fed to he the governor’s portion of commercial advantages, 
“ which was always very confiderable. 

“ As my experience in military matters hath arifen from many years 
“ pradtice, I hope what I have to lay before you on this fubjedt, will have 
“ that attention paid to it which I ardently with it may, for the good of the 
“ Company. I would propole that you ffiould always have in Bengal, 
“ four, or at leaf! three thoufand Europeans, to confift of three bat- 
“ talions of feven hundred each ; four companies of artillery, of one 
" hundred each, and five hundred light-horfe. Your forces have done 
“ great things, and gained great honour, but much is ftill wanting to 
“ bring them to that due obedience and fubordination which is con- 
“ fiftent with the true intereft of the fervicc. Whilft fo many of his 
“ Majefty’s forces were abroad, and fo few of your own, two or three 
“ field officers in your fervice might anfwer the purpofe. But now 
“ that his Majefty’s troops are recalled, you ffiould immediately endea- 
“ vour to fupply the deficiency. I would therefore recommend the 
“ appointing three field officers to every battalion, a Colonel, Lieu- 
“ tenant-colonel and Major; and the officers I would chufe to com- 
“ mand the battalions, ffiould be Major Carnac, Captain Richard Smith, 
“ and Major Prefton. You have already done juftice to Major Carnac’s 
“ character, by reinftating him in the command of your forces in Ben?- 
“ gal, and by acknowledging his fervices in the molt public manner. 
“ This gentleman will, 1 flatter myfelf, ftand as high in your efteem as 
“ Brigadier General Callaud, and will, I hope, have the fame rank 
“ and appointments. The military merits of the other two gentlemen 
“ you are likewife well acquainted with, having both received from 
“ the Court marks of approbation for their diftinguiffied fervices. To 
“ command your artillery, I would recommend Sir Robert Barker ; 
“ whofe abilities in that department have been exceeded by no officer 
“ that ever was in your fcrvice. Your fcapoys are already commanded 
“ by Major Knox, whofe merits I could wiffi to have rewarded with a 
“ Lieutenant-colonel's commiflion. Your horfe, when raifed, ffiould 
“ be commanded by a Lieutenant-colonel, or Major. I have very ftrong 
“ rcafons to wiffi this idea of regimenting your troops may take place; 
" lor without fuch a fubordination I ffiall not be able to enforce your 
“ orders for the reduction of your military cxpences ; which have been 
“ a conftant dead weight, and have fwallowed up your revenues. 

“ I could wiffi, that whatever emoluments are unavoidable may fall 
V to thofe few, who by having been long, are high in your fervke, 
3 “ whether 
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* whether civil or military. Thus will the expence be fcarce fdt by 
" the Company, in comparifon to what it is at prefent, when for want' 
M of due fubordination every one thinks himfelf entitled to every advan- 

* tage : and the juniors in your fervice will be excited to exert them- 
“ felvcs, from a certain knowledge that application and abilities only 
“ can reftore them to their native country, with fortunes honourably 
** acquired. 

“ Before I leave the fubjed of military affairs, I fhall take the liberty 
** to recommend to your consideration my ideas concerning the pre- 
“ fent method of levying your troops in England. It is certain, at 
M prefent, this branch is very irregularly condudcd, little regard is had 

* to the choice of the men ; they arrive in India undifeiplined, and in 
“ cafe of fudden emergencies, which may require a number to be im- 
“ mediately difpatched to India, there arc none ready to fond; for al- 
M though this has fortunately not been the cafe Since the conclufion of 
" the peace, the facility of getting men has arifen from the numbers 
“ lately difmiffed from his Majefly's fervice, but the fame difficulties as 
4 * ever will very Shortly commence again, as foon as thefe diffianded 
“ troops have betaken themfelves to other employments. I would 
“ therefore fugged, that the Company fhould apply to his Majcfty for 
“ permiffion to maintain two battalions of 500 men each in England : 
“ of which the whole, or any part, with the proper officers, may be 
“ ready to be fhipped at a moment’s warning. Jullice to the charader 
“ of two officers who have rendered the Company mod important fer- 
“ vices, alone induces, me to recommend that you (hould pay the com- 
“ pliment of the command of the battalions to Colonel Coote and Co- 
" lonel Ford. Although there may appear at fird fight fome difficulties 
“ in the executive plan ; yet, as 1 do not doubt of the concurrence of 
“ the adminidration to any propofals effentially neceffary to the Com- 
** pany’s intered, I imagine they will give their affidancc to fo falutary 
“ a mcafure. 

“ The heart-burnings and difputes which feem to have Spread and' 
“ over-run your Settlement of Calcutta, arofe, I much fear, originally 
“ from your appointment of Mr. Vajinttart to the government of Bengal 
“ from another fettlement, although his promotion was the efted of my 
“ recommendation. The appointment therefore of Mr. Spencer from 
u Bombay can only tend to injlame thefe dijfenjions, and to dedroy all thofc 
** advantages which the Company can only exped to reap from har- 
M mony and unanimity amongd their Servants abroad. The refignations 
‘‘ of Meff. Vcrelft, Cartier, and many others of the fenio^ fervants, 

“ which 
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“ which muH: be the confequence of Mr. Spencer’s appointment, will 
“ deprive me of thofe very gentlemen on whofe aflirtancc I depend foe 
“ rc-cilablilhing your affairs in Bengal. Mr. Sumner has already come 
“ tinder your confideration, as a (it perfon to fucceed Mr. Vanlittart : 
“ mid on my being propofed to take upon roe the government, has de- 
“ tired to accompany me as fecond in council. In.judice to Mr. Sum- 
“ net’s merit, I mull fay, that I think him a very capable fervant of the. 
“ Company’s, and one who I am perfuaded will co-operate with me, 
“ to the utmoll of his abilities, for the good of the fervice. Nor would 
“ I wilh him to go abroad with me, were I not convinced I Ihould be 
“ able to place him in that degree of confidence and good-will with 
“ Jathcr Ally Khawn as will certainly be neceffary ina perfon dedined 
“ to be my fucceffor. 

“ I hope, before I conclude, you will be perfuaded that 1 can have 
“ >‘o inter ejied views in going abroad. I do not mean to refled on thofe 
“ who thought proper to reward and diftinguilh Mr. Vanfittaijt fo re* 
“ markably, by adding to the ufual allowances, of the Governor two 

and an naif per cent, upon the Company’s territorial poffeffrons, which 
“ made the whole of his appointments more than 20 , 000 1. a year. I 
“ lhall only fay, 1 think fuel appointments too great a burthen on the 
*K Company’s ejtate ■, and leave it to you, gentlemen, to pfakc me what- 
“ ever allowance you may think confident with my ftation, 

“ I need not repeat the nature of my pretenfions to the jagueer : the 
“ late revolutions in favour of Meer Jaffier, and the infir unions I have 
*! Jent to my attornies, in confequence of your. Hopping it, will, I make 
“ not the lead doubt, be the means of having it confirmed to me in the 
“ dronged manner that the caftoffis of India, will admit, and the laws 
44 o t England require. But as there would, be a very great impropriety 
“ in my going abroad in the Company’s fervice, with a la,w-fuit of this 
“ confequence depending between us, allow me to fugged to you the 
“ expediency of referring the matter to a General Court of Proprietors, 
“ with the propofal 1 now make. 

“ That 1 (hall enjoy my juaguccr for. ten years, provided the Com- 
“ pany (hall remain lb long in poff<?fijqn of thofe lands of which the. 
“ jagueer is the quit- rent: and, provided 1 ihould live fo long, at the 
“ end of ten years, or at my death, if that Ihould, happen tird, my 
“ right and title to the jagueer (hall ccalb ; and, on my arrival ii) India* 
“ I lhall ule my utmoll endeavours with thp Nabob tp fccuje the 
“ reverfion of it to the Company, Ihould my death,. happen early ia 
“ .this (mice. I fubroit to the coplidcration qf the Diretfors and Pro.-. 

“ prietors 



APPENDIX. i 5 t 

** prietofs (but do not infift upon it) whether it cannot be continued 
** to my heirs for five years. 

“ 1 have the honour to be, 

u Gentlemen, 

“ Your moil obedient, humble fervant, 


“ Berkeley-fquare, 
u 27th April 1764.” 


(Signed) “ CLIVE.” 


No. XLII. 

Copy of the Contrail entered into by Harry Vereljl , Efquire, Supcr- 
vifor of Burdwan, and the Junior Servants of that Fadory, with 
the 'Cotnrhittee of Trade at Calcutta-, whereby they engage to deliver 
to the Committee all the fait produced in that province. 

“ ^This Indenture, made the day of in the 

fifth year ©f the reign of, &c. and in the year of our Lord one thoufand 
feven hundred and fixty-fivc, between William Brightwell Sumner, Harry 
Vereljl, Ralph Leyccjler, and George Gray of Calcutta in the kingdom of 
Bengal, in the Eaft Indies, Efquires, being a Committee duly autho- 
rized, conftituted, and appointed by the Proprietors intitled to the 
exclufive joint trade of fhlt in the faid kingdom of Bengal, for the ma- 
naging and carrying on the faid exclufivc joint trade, of the one part -, 
and the faid Harry Vereljl and James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin and James 
AJhhurner of Calcutta aforefaid, gentlemen, on the other part. Whereas 
in and by a certain deed, Or inftrument in writing, bearing date the 
1 8th Day of September 1765, and made, or mentioned to be made, 
between the faid proprietors to the faid exclufive trade on the one- 
part, and the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry VercKl, Ralph 
Leycefter, and George Gray on the other part, they, the laid proprie- 
tors, did give and grant unto them the faid William Brightwell Sumner, 
Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter, and' George Gray, and their fucceffors, 
full power, and lawfbl authority to bind themfelves jointly withthem, 
the faid proprietors, and their fucccffors, their heirs, executors, and 
adminiftrators, , for the doing, making, executing, and performing of 
any contract, or-agreement in writing, refpedling the conducting aui 
managing the faid exclufive joint trade and merchandize. Anu win. in . as 
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they the (aid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James 
Aihbumcr, upon their application and requeft, have obtained liberty 
and licence from the faid Committee to work the callaries (or falt-pans) 
in the province of llurdwan, in the Kingdom of Bengal aforefaid, and 
to make fait there for their own benefits and concerns, but fubjett to 
fuch duties and taxes as the Prcfident and Council of Fort- William, or 
the Committee of Lands by them appointed, /hall from time to time 
think fit to impofe. Now this Indenture Witnesseth, that for and 
in confideration of the covenants and agreements herein after referved 
and contained, and which by the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, 
Henry Goodwin, and James Aftiburner, their executors and adminiftra- 
tors, on their parts and behalves, are, or ought to be done, performed, 
fulfilled, and kept, they the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry 
Verclfl, Ralph Leyccfter, and George Gray, conftituting a committee 
as aforefaid, in virtue of all and every the powers and authorities to 
them delegated, and enabling them on that behalf, and divers other 

f ood caufes and valuable eonnderations thereunto moving, they the faid 
larry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afburner, 
do hereby, for thcmfelves, their heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, co- 
venant, promife, and agree to and with the faid Committee, that they 
the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afti- 
burner, fhall ufe their utfnoft endeavours, care, diligence, and expe- 
dition in managing, conducting, and carrying on the faid trade, or 
bufinefs of making fait in the province aforefaid : and that they the faid 
Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, 
their heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, /hall deliver, or caufe to be 
delivered, all the fait by them the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, 
Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, made, or that /hall hereafter, to 
the 31ft of Auguft 1766, be made in the province of Burdwan afore- 
faid, to be delivered into the golahs at Safluttea and Sampore, villages 
in the purgunnah of Mundleghatt, to the faid Committee, and their 
fucceflors, or their agent or agents duly authorized and appointed by 
them to receive the fame, from time to time during the courfe of the 
feafon, whofe receipt (hall be a fufficicnt indemnification to the faid 
Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Aftiburner, 
their executors and adminiftrators, for fo much fait as (hall be fo deli- 
vered as aforefaid , or if afterwards the faid committee /hall fo think 
proper, the fame (hall be by them the faid Harry Verelft, James Law- 
rell, Henry Goodwin, and James Aftiburner, or their heirs, executors, 
or adminiftrators, tranfported to the markets of Omtah and Guttaul, 
there to be delivered to fuch perfon or perfons, as fhali be appointed to 

receive 
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received the fame j they, the faid Committee, allowing and paying un- 
to the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrcll, Harry Goodwin, and James 
Afhburner, and their executors or adminiftrators, the rcai'onable charges 
which fhall attend the tranfporting the fame, according to a juft efti- 
mate to be made thereof, together with an equitable allowance for rifk : 
and that all the faid fait (lull be delivered into the faid golahs, at Saf- 
futtea and Sampore, or be tranfported to the faid markets of Omtah 
and Guttaul, as aforefaid, on or before the 31ft day of Auguft 1766. 
And that they the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrcll, Henry Goodwin, 
and James Afhburncr, their executors or adminiftrators, fhall and will 
well and truly bear, pay, and fuftain all and all manner of duties and 
taxes that have been and now are accuftomed to be paid for or on ac- 
count of the United Eaft India Company, and all charges, damages, 
expences, demands, and impolitions whatlbcver that fhall hereafter 
happen, aril'c, or accrue for, or by means or reafon of the mak ng, 
delivering, and tranfporting the faid fait in manner and form afore- 
faid (fave and except fuch reafonable charges as fhall arile or accrue by 
reafon of tranfporting the faid fait to the markets aforefaid, which the 
faid Committee are to bear, pay, and fuftain) or on them the faid Wil- 
liam Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter, and George 
Gray, or any other perfon or perfons in refpeft thereof ; and alfo fave 
and except fuch frelh taxes and duties which fhall hereafter be taxed, 
or laid upon the faid callaries, more than what arc now accuftomed to 
be paid to, for, or on account of the faid United Eaft India Company 
aforefaid, which the faid Committee are from time to time to pay and 
difeharge unto them the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrcll, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Afhburncr, their executors and adminiftrators. 
And that they the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin', 
and James Afhburncr, their executors and adminiftrators, fhall not nor 
will, at any time during the faid term, fell, fend, or difpofe of any 
quantity of fait whatfoever, to be made at the callaries aforefaid, to any 
perfon or perfons whatfoever ; hut fhall and will deliver all fuch frit 
produced or to be produced from the callaries in the faid province of 
Byrdwan, or tranfport the fame, if required as aforefaid, as dear, pure, 
and in as good order and condition as collcdled from the fait pans, at 
the eftablifhed weight, for the whole, or rate of cighly-fwo ficca weight pur 
feer, and forty fuch feers per inaund, with the cuftomary and ufual al- 
lowances on weighing of fait at the faid callaries, to fuch perfon or per- 
fons, and at fuen places as are herein before-mentioned. And the faid 
William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter, and George 
Gray, conftituting, £cc. do hereby for themfelves, and for them the faid 
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proprietors infitled to the Paid exclufive joint trade, and their fuc- 
cellors, jointly covenant, promife, and agree to and with the faid Harry 
Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Alhburner, their 
heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, that they the laid William Bright- 
well Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, and 
the faid proprietors and their fucccftbrs, lhall pay or caufe to be paid 
unto them the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, 
and James Alhburner, their heirs, executors, or adminiftrators, for 
every one hundred maunds of fait, fo to be delivered into the golahs 
at Safliittea and Sampore, or to be tranfported in manner and form afore- 
faid, the fum of feventy-fve ficca rupees, of good and lawful money, to 
be accounted and calculated at and after the rate of fixtecn per cent, 
batta, in fuch manner and form, at fucli times, and in fuch propor- 
tions as herein after mentioned ; that is to fay, the fum of fix fixteenth 
parts of the money to be advanced unto them the faid Harry Verelft, 
James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Alhburner, for the quan- 
tity of fait to be delivered according to the true intent and meaning 
hereof, the fame to be payable and paid in and before the expiration 
of the month of September now next enfuing the date hereof : and the 
further fum of fix fixteenth parts thereof to be payable, and paid in and 
before the month of November following, and the remaining further 
fum of four fixteenth parts thereof, they the faid Harry Verelft, James 
Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Alhburner, do hereby agree to 
take and accept of a bond from the faid Committee for the fame, bear- 
ing date the 31ft day of January 1766, and to be payable, and paid at 
the end or expiration of fix calendar months from the date thereof, 
with intcreft at and after tire rate of ten per cent, per annum ; Pro- 
vided neverthelefs, and it is hereby further agreed, by and between 
all the laid parties to thefe prefents, and the true intent and meaning 
of them and of thefe prefents are, that in cafe the faid Harry Verelft, 
James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Alhburner, their heirs, 
executors, or adminiftrators, Ihould not deliver or caufe to be deli- 
vered into the faid golahs at Saffuttea and Sampore, or tranfport, or 
caufe to be tranfported to the faid markets of Omtah and Guttaul, in 
manner and form aforefaid, a quantity of fait equal in value to the fe- 
veral films or ftated payments fo to be advanced them as aforefaid, that 
then and in that cate, the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Alhburner, do hereby for themfelves, their heirs, 
executors, and adminiftrators, covenant, promife, and agree to and 
with the faid Committee and their l'uccelfors, that they the faid Harry 
Verelft, James Lawicll, Henry Goodwin, and James Alhburner, their 
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heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, lhail and will repay, or caufc to 
be repaid unto them the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, 
Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, or their fuccelTors, all fuch over- 
plus fum or fums of money as lhail appear to remain due upon balance 
of the faid advances, or ftated payments fo to be made as aforefaid, to- 
gether with intereft for the fame, at and after the rate of ten per cent, 
per annum, from the time the faid money Avail be fo advanced them as 
aforefaid. And that they the faid Committee and their fuccelTors, and 
the laid proprietors and their fuccelTors, fhall and will, during the term 
aforefaid, protect them the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Alhburner, their heirs, executors, and admini- 
ftrators in the premifes, and properly and juftly procure fit red refs for 
all fuch grievances and complaints by them or any of them to be made 
to the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelit, Ralph Leycefter, 
and George Gray, conftituting a committee as aforefaid, through the 
channel of their fecretary for the time being, as the nature of the cafe 
lhail or may require. And in cafe of any frelh duty or tax, to be by 
the authority of the Prefident and Council of Fort William aforefaid, 
taxed, charged, or impofed upon the laid herein before-mentioned cal- 
lages* during the faid term, and which arc not now charged upon the 
fame, they the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verclft, Ralph 
Leycefter, and George Gray, and the faid proprietors and their fuc- 
celTors, their executors and adminiftrators, Avail bear, pay, and fuftain 
fuch frelh duty and tax out of their own joint (lock; and the laid Harry 
Vcrelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Alhburner do here- 
by for themfelvcs, their heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, covenant, 
promife, and agree to and with the laid Committee and their fuccelTors, 
that they the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and 
James Alhburner, Avail and will keep, or caufc to be kept, true and 
faithful accounts of all debts and monies which Avail from time to time 
prow due, or become owing to them from the Molunguces employed in 
making of fait in the faid callaries ; and for the more full and clear evi- 
dencing and difeovering thereof, lhail and will deliver unto tne laid 
Committee, at the end of the faid term of one year, true copies of all 
fuch accounts as aforefaid, and that in coniideration of the money to 
be advanced by the faid Committee to the faid Harry Verelft, Janus 
Lawrell Henry Goodwin, and James Alhburner, their executors or ad- 
miniftrators, they the faid Harry Verclft, James Lawrcll, Henry Good- 
win and James Alhburner, (hall run the lole nlk of all lolles, bad 
debts, and balances that (hall become due, and owing unto them, on 
account thereof; and in order to preferve a proper authority to the faid 
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Committee over the Molunguees employed in making of fait in the pro- 
vince aforefaid, they the laid Harry Vcrelft, James Lawrell, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Afhburner, lhall and do hereby relinquilh and 
relcafe all their claim, demands, right, title, intereft, and property to 
all 1’uch bad debts and balances as lhall become due to them from the 
laid Molunguees, at any time or times, from the day of the date hereof 
until the end or expiration of the faid term, which will be on the 31ft 
day of Auguft 1766. And that in calc any tax or duty lhall hereafter, 
by the Prefident and Council aforefaid, be taken off, leffened, or abo- 
lilhed, or otherwife the laid callaries being exempted from the burthen 
thereof, that the laid Harry Verclft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, 
and James Afhburner, their executors and adminiflrators, lhall and will, 
from time to time, make fuch proportionable allowance, or credit the 
laid Committee and their fuccelfors, in account, for lb much money as 
lhall be lb abated on account of any fuch taxes and duties as aforefaid. 
And that in cafe of any difpute, variance, ftrife, doubt, or quellion 
ariling between them, the laid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry 
Goodwin, and James Alhburner, their executors or adminiftrators, and 
any other perfon or perfons, relative to the conducing, or carrying on, 
or in any-wife concerning their laid bufinefs and concern, during the 
laid term, at or after the end or expiration thereof, or touching any 
covenant, grant, claufe, word, matter, or thing herein contained,, or 
the intent and meaning thereof, they the laid Harry Verelft, James 
Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afhburner, for themfelves, their 
executors, and adminiflrators, do covenant and agree to and. with the 
laid Committee and their fuccelfors for the time being, that they the 
laid Harry Verclft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Afh- 
burncr, their executors and adminiftrators, in fuch cafe lhall from time 
to time, during the faid term, apply themfelves to, and lodge fuch their 
complaint with the fccretary of the faid Committee for the time being, 
in order to lay the fame before the faid Committee, or before the col- 
lector of the revenues of the Honourable the United halt India Company 
aforefaid, as the cafe lhall or may require, within one month next after 
any fuch doubt, quellion, or eontrovcrly lhall arife; that the faid Com- 
mittee or fuch collector for the time being lhall procure the fame to be 
difculfed and determined within one month from the day fuch com- 
plaint lhall be fo lodged as aforefaid ; and whatfoever end, order, or 
determination the faid Committee, or fuch colle&or as aforefaid, lhall 
within the tints in that behalf aforefaid make, or procure to be made, 
between the faid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and 
James Alhburner, their executors or adminiftrators, and fuch other 
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party of, for, and about the premifes, or any part thereof, they the 
laid Harry Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Alh- 
bumer, do hereby for themfelves, their executors and adminiftrators, 
covenant, promife, and agree to, and with the Paid Committee and their 
fucceffors, and fuch other party, to ftand to, abide by, perform, and 
keep the fame, without any further fuit or trouble whatfoever. And 
it is all'o hereby further covenanted and agreed by and between all the 
laid parties to thefe prefents, that in cafe any dilpute, doubt, ftrife, or 
variance ftiould hereaf ter happen or arifc between them, the faid Harry 
Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Alhburner,. their 
executors and adminiftrators, and the faid Committee or their fucceffors, 
or the laid proprietors and their fucceffors, or any of them, of, for, or 
concerning thefe prefents, or any covenant, grant, claufc, matter, or 
thing herein contained, or the execution thereof, or any otherwile con- 
cerning the faid trade or bufi net's of making fait as aforefiid, that then 
and in that cafe, the faid Committee and their fucceffors, or the laid 
proprietors or their fucceffors, and they the faid Harry Verelft, James 
Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Alhburner, their executors or ad- 
miniftrators, Ihall, within two months after any Inch difpute, doubt, 
ftrife, or controverfy Hull fo arife as aforefaid, appoint two indifferent 
perlons as abitrators, who are to decide and adjuft the fame within 
the fpace of one month next after their appointment a» aforefaid ; and 
in cafe the faid two arbitrators cannot fettle and determine fuch dilpute, 
then they the faid arbitrators Ihall appoint one other indifferent perfon 
as umpire, who ftiall fettle, decide, determine, and adjuft the fame 
within the fpace of one month from his faid appointment as aforclaid. 
And whatfoever order, fentence, or decree, the laid two arbitrators, or 
the faid umpire fo to be appointed as alb re faid, Ihall within the limited 
time aforefaid make in or about the premifes, or any part thereof, all 
they the laid parties to thefe prefents do hereby, for themfelves and their 
fucceffors, their heirs, executors, and adminiftrators, and each and 
every of them, covenant promife, and agree to ftand to, abide b\, 
perform, fulfill, and keep, the fame accordingly, without any otlur or 
further fuit or trouble whatfoever. And, las ri.v, they the laid H.ui v 
Verelft, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, and James Alhburner, do 
hereby bind and oblige themfelves, their heirs, executors, and admi- 
niftrators, jointly to the faid Committee and their iucceffors lor the time 
being, in the penal J'um of eighty thou find rupees, for the true and faith- 
ful performing, fulfilling, oblerving, and keeping all and every the 
covenants, grants, articles, and agreements herein before contained, and 
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which by them arc or ought 10 be performed, fulfilled, obferved, and 

kept as aforefaid." 


In Witnefs, &c.” 


N° XLIII. 

Copv of a Deed of Alignment, or .gale, whereby the Right Honour- 
able Robert Lord Clive fells to fundry Gentlemen of the Council at 
Calcutta, his Five Shares in the public Monopoly of Salt, &c. and 
alto his Share in a private Society, in Partnerfhip with William 
Bright well Sumner, Harry Vereljl , and Francis Sykes, Efquircs, for 
Thirty-two thoufand Pounds Sterling. 

“ Know all men by thefe prefents, That whereas I Robert 
Lord Clive, Baron Clive of Plaffey, in the kingdom of Ireland, Knight 
Companion of the Moft Honourable Order of the Bath, and Prelident and 
Governor of Fort-William in Bengal, in the Eaft Indies, am truly and 
juftly interefted in and entitled unto five (hares, or proportions, in the 
joint ftock in the trade of fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, produced or to be 
produced within the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orilfa, in the Eaft 
Indies aforefaid, and to all fuch profits, proceeds, and advantages as 
Ihall arife or accrue from the fame ; and alfo juftly entitled to one 
quarter-part, or (hare, of an adventure of fait in company with William 
Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, and Francis Sykes, of Calcutta 
aforefaid, Efquircs, amounting, as per contract purchafes, to 497,001 
maunds of Calcutta, little more or lefs, now under the management and 
dire&ion of the faid Harry Verelft; and likewile to one-third part, or 
(hare, of an adventure of 40,000 maunds of fait, in company with Ge- 
neral John Carnac and the faid Harry Verelft, bought of Mefirs. James 
Afhburner and William Majendie, to be delivered at Now 

these presents witness, that I the faid Robert Lord Clive, for and 
in conlideration of the fum of thirty-two thoufand pounds of lawful money 
of Great Britain, to me in band paid by the feveral perfons, and in the 
feveral fums, (hares, or proportions hereafter mentioned, that is to fay, 
by the faid Harry Verelft, Francis Sykes, and Alexander Campbell, of 
Calcutta aforefaid, Efquircs, the fum of 8000 1 . each, and by Claud 
Ruflel and Thomas Kclfall, of the fame place, Efquires, the fum of 
4000 1. each, the receipt of which faid lcvoral fums . I do hereby ac- 
knowledge, 
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knowledge, have alfigned, transferred, and made over, and ly thefe 
prefents do afiign, transfer, and make over unto the faid Harry Verclft, 
Francis Sykes, Alexander Campbell, Claud Ruflel, and Thomas Kel- 
fall, their executors, adminiftrators, and alligns, all and every the pro- 
fits, proceeds, or advantages arifing, or which lhall or may arife or 
accrue on my aforefaid five Iharcs or parts of the faid joint (lock in 
trade of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, produced or to be produced in 
the provinces aforefaid, for the term of two years, commencing from 
the day of laft part. And alfo all the profits, proceed*., 

and advantages arifing, or which fiiall or may arife or accrue on that 
faid one quarter-part or fiiarc in the faid adventure of 497,001 Calcutta 
maunds of lalt, in company with .the laid William Brightwell Sumner, 
Harry Verelft, and Francis Sykes ; and likewife all the profits, proceeds, 
and advantages arifing, or to arife on my faid onc-third-part or lhare in 
the faid adventure of 40,000 maunds of lalt, in company witli the faid 
John Carnac and Harry Verelll as aforefaid, and all and every part 
thereof •, and alfo all the benefits, proceeds, and advantages arifing 
therefrom, and which now arc, or at any time or times hereafter fiiall 
become due or payable for the tame, and all my efiate, right, title, 
intereft, claim, and demand whatfoever, of, in, or to the fame, or any 
part thereof, to have and to hold the faid profits, proceeds, and 
advantages arifing, or which (hall or may arife on my laid five (hates 
or proportions of the faid joint (lock in trade of (alt, bcetlc-nut and 
tobacco, produced or to be produced in the laid ptovinces, during the 
term of two years as aforefaid, unto the (aid Harry Verclfi, Francis 
Sykes, Alexander Campbell, Claud Rufi'el, and Thomas Kelfall, their 
executors, adminiftrators, and alligns, to their own proper ul'e ami be- 
hoof for ever. And also to have and to hold all and every the profits, 
proceeds, or advantages arifing on my laid one quarter-part, or fiiarc, 
in the adventure of 497,001 maunds of lalt, in company with William 
Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, and Francis Sykes, as aforefaid ; 
and likewife all and every the profits, proceeds, and advantages arifing 
on my faid one-third part, or (hare, in an adventure of 40,000 maunds 
of lalt, in company with the laid John Carnac and Harry Verclft, 
bought of James Alhburner and William Majcndic, as aforefaid ; and 
all and every part and parcel thereof, unto the laid Harry Verelft, 
Francis Sykes, Alexander Campbell, Claud Ruftell, and Thomas Kcl- 
lall, their executors, adminiftrators, and alligns, to their own proper 
ufe and behoof for ever. And I the laid Robert Lord Clive, for my 
executors and adminiftrators, do hereby covenant, grant, and agree 
to and with the faid Harry Verelft, Francis Sykes, Alexander Campbell, 

Claud 
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Claud Ruflell, and Thomas Kelfall, their executors, adminiftrators, and 
afligns, that they the faid Harry Verelfl, Francis Sykes, Alexander 
Campbell, Claud Ruflell, and Thomas Kelfall, their executors, admi- 
niftrators, and afligns, (hall and may, from time to time, and at all 
times hereafter, lawfully, peaceably, and quietly have, hold, receive, 
take, and enjoy, to their own proper ufe and behoof, all the faid pro- 
fits, proceeds, and advantages arifing on my faid five (hares in the joint 
flock in trade of (alt, beetle-nut and tobacco, produced or to be pro- 
duced in the faid provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, for the term 
of two years as aforefaid. And alfo all the faid profits, proceeds, 
and advantages ariling on my faid one quarter-part, or (hare, in the 
faid adventure of 497,001 maunds of (alt, in company with William 
Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelfl, and Francis Sykes, as aforeliiid. 
And likewife the profits, proceeds, and advantages arifing on my faid 
one-third part, or (hare, in the faid adventure of 4.0,000 maunds of 
fait, in company with General John Carnac and Harry Verelfl, Efquires, 
as aforefaid, and of all and every part and parcel thereof, without any 
lawful let, fuit, trouble, moleftation, or interruption of or by me the 
faid Robert Lord Clive, my executors, or adminiftrators, or any other 
perfon or perfons whatfoever, lawfully claiming or to claim, by, front, 
or under me, them, or any of them, or by any or either of our adls, 
means, or procurements. And the faid Robert Lord Clive doth 
hereby, for himfelf, his executors and adminiftrators, covenant, pro- 
mife, and agree to and with the faid Harry Verelfl, &c. their execu- 
tors, adminiftrators, and afligns, that in cafe any order or direction 
(hould be iflued by the Honourable Dircdors of the Eaft India Com- 
pany in England, by which the faid joint tende of fait, beetle-nut and 
tobacco (hall be flopped, or any hindrance or interruption made to the 
carrying on of the (ame, then and in that cafe, the faid Robert Lord 
Clive is to allow and pay to the faid Harry Vcrclft, &c. their -attornies, 
executors, adminiftrators, or afligns, fuch reafonable allowance or pro- 
fits on the above-afligned parts, fhares, and proportions, as (hall be 
fettled by them the faid Robert Lord Clive and Harry Verelfl, &c. or 
by arbitrators to be by them appointed for thatpurpoie. And the faid 
Harry Verelfl, &c. for themfelves, their executors, adminiftrators, and 
afligns, do hereby covenant, promife, and agree to be anfwerable 
and accountable to the faid Robert Lord Clive, his executors or 
adminiftrators, for all fuch advances, principal fum or fums of money, 
that he hath made, or (hall hereafter make, on account of his faid five 
fhares in the faid joint flock in trade of fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco 
aforefaid, or of, for, or on account of his faid one quarter-part, or 
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(hare, in the laid adventure of 497,001 maunds of fait, in company 
with William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verclft, and Francis Sykes, or 
on account of his one third-part, or (hare, in the adventure of 40,000 
maunds of fait, in company with General John Carnac and Harry Ve- 
relft, Efquirc, as afore (aid, the profits of the faid fcveral parts, or (hares, 
being only hereby intended to be affigned and made over,” 

In witnefs, &c. 


N 0 XLIV. 

Copy of an Indenture , or Deed of Indemnity-, whereby the Right 
Honourable Robert Lord Clive and the Gentlemen of the Committees 
and Council at Calcutta, engage not to obey the orders of the Court 
of Eajl India DircBors, refpeifting the Salt Monopoly : and to 
Jland by, and indemnify each other for fuch Disobedience. 

% . , 

“ This Indenture, made the day of October, in the fifth 

year of the reign of, 8cc. and in the year of our Lord 1765, between 
the Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive, Baron of Plaffey in the king- 
dom of Ireland, Knight Companion of the Mod Honourable Order of 
the Bath, and Prefidcnt and Governor of Fort William at Bengal, in the 
Eaft Indies, William Brightwell Sumner, Brigadier General John Carnac, 
Charles Stafford Playdell, Harry Vereljl, Francis Sykes, John Cartier, 
Randolph Marriott, Hugh Watts, /tfcanius William Senior, Samuel Mid- 
dleton, Ralph Leycefier, and George Gray, being the Council of Fort 
William aforefaid, Efquires, for and on behalf of the Court of Directors 
of the Honourable the United Eaft India Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the Eaft Indies, on the one part, and the faid 
William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Fere If, Ralph Leycejler, and George 
Gray , being a committee nominated, conftituted, and appointed by 
the proprietors entitled to the exclufive joint trade of fait, beetle-nut 
and tobacco, produced and to be produced in the provinces of Bengal, 
Bahar and Orifia, for the better conducing, managing, and carrying 
on the faid trade, on the other part. • Whereas in and by a certain deed 
or inftrument in writing, bearing date the 18 th day of September 1765, 

X and 
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and made or mentioned to be made between the faid proprietors to 
the faid joint trade on the one part , and the above-named William 
Bright well Sumner , Harry Verelft , Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray on 
the other party it is witnessed, amongft other things, that in order 
for the better carrying on and managing the faid joint trade in a bene- 
Jiaal manner , and moft for the benefit and advantage of the faid proprie- 
tors, it was and is agreed by and between the parties in the faid deed 
mentioned, that the faid exclufive joint trade and merchandize (liould, 
trom and after the 18 th day of September 1765, be conducted, managed, 
tranfadted, and carried on, by them the faid William Brightwell Sumner, 
Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter and George Gray, conliituting a com- 
mittee for the management thereof, but with the proper monies, and 
at the joint ri(k and hazard, and for the joint account, ufc and 
benefit of all the faid proprietors, their levcral and refpedtive executors 
and admin iftrators, in the fcveral proportions therein fet forth. And 
it was and is all'o further agreed, by and between the faid parties, that 
the form and fignature under which the faid exclulive joint trade and 
merchandize fliould be conducted and carried on, ftiould be the fign 
manual of them the laid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, 
Ralph Leycefter and George Gray, and their fucccflbrs for the tin^ 
being, eonftituting a committee as aforefaid, together with the feal of 
the focicty of trade, with full power and authority to the faid William 
Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Lcyceiter and George Gray, 
and their fucceftbrs, to ul'e the fame, from the faid 1 8th day of Septem- 
ber 1765, until the faid exclufive joint trade and merchandize mould 
ceafe and be no longer carried on for the ufe of the faid proprietors, as 
in and by the (aid deed, reference being thereunto had, will more fully 
and at large appear. Now this indenture witnesseth, That 
in confideration of the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, 
Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, taking upon themfelvcs the foie ma- 
nagement and conduction of the faid joint trade, on behalf of the faid 
proprietors, and having laid out and expended large fums of money to 
carry on the fame, and in order to enforce the execution of all and every 
the covenants, claufes, grants, articles and agreements in the before recited 
deed mentioned and contained, as the fame are therein rcl'peCtively ex- 
prefted ; andalfo, in confideration of the duties or cuftoms that (hall 
or may arife or accrue by realon of the carrying on the laid exclufive 
joint trade of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, according to the true intent 
aud meaning of the find herein hefore recited deed, to be paid to them 
the faid Robert Lord Clive, William Brightwell Sumner, John Carnac, 

Charles 
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Charles Stafford Playdell, Harry Verelft, Francis Sykes, John Cartier, 
Randolph Marriott, Hugh Watts, Afcanius William Senior, Samuel 
Middleton, Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, as Prefident and Coun- 
cil of Fort William aforclaid, for and on account of the faid Honourable 
the United Eaft India Company, by them the faid William Brightwell 
Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, and their 
fucceflors, conftitutinga committee as aforclaid, for and on account 
of the proprietors entitled to the faid exclulivc joint trade and mer- 
chandize in the proportions hereafter mentioned; that is to fay, 35 per 
cent, on fait, each 100 maunds to be valued and reckoned at 90 ru- 
pees ; the fum of 10 per cent, upon beetle-nut, to be valued and rec- 
koned at prime coft ; and the fum of 2 5 per cent, on tobacco, to he 
valued and reckoned at the prime colt ; and alfo, that the [aid joint 
trade and merchandize may not ceaje or be diffolved before the expiration of 
the term tn the Jaid recited deed mentioned, or any hindrance or jloppage be 
put to the fame, the faid Robert Lord Clive, as Prefident, and the laid 
William Brightwell Sumner, John Carnac, Charles Stafford Playdell, 
Harry Verclft, Francis Sykes, John Cartier, Randolph Marriott, Hugh 
Watts, Afcanius William Senior, Samuel Middleton, Ralph Leycefter, 
and George Gray, as Council of Fort William aforclaid, for or on be- 
half of the faid Court of Directors of the Honourable the United Ealt 
India Company aforefaid, do hereby, for themfelves and their fuccef- 
fors, their executors and adminiftrators, covenant, promile, and agree, 
to and with the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph 
Leycefter, and George Gray, and their fucceflors, their heirs, executors, 
and adminiftrators, that provided any order or direction JJmld ifjue or be 
made by the J'atd Court of Direflors in England \ thereby ordering and di- 
reflmg the faid exclufive joint trade and merchandize to be difjblved or put 
to an end , or that may hinder and flop the carrying on the fame or any part 
thereof, or contain any thing contrary to the covenants, daujes, grants , ar- 
ticles, or agreements in the faid before-recited deed mentioned and contained, 
or any of them ; fo that the fame may thereby become void and of none 
effect, then , and m that cafe, they the faid Robert Lord Clive, a6 Prefi- 
dent, William Brightwell Sumner, John Carnac, Charles Stafford Play- 
dell, Harry Verelft, Francis Sykes, John Cartier, Randolph Marriott, 
Hugh Watts, Afcanius William Senior, Samuel Middleton, Ralph JLey- 
cefter, and George Gray, as Council of Fort William, aforefaid, fhall and 
null well and truely Jove hamlejs and keep indemnified them the faid William 
Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, 
and all the proprietors entitled or to be entitled to the laid joint trade, 

X 2 and 
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and their fucceffors, their executors and adminiftrators ; and alfo Jkatt 
and will (nolwitb/landing any order or direttion to be ijjued to the con- 
trary as aforefaid) keep up, continue and enforce, or cauje to be kept up, 
continued and enforced, the j aid exclujive joint trade and merchandize, for 
the term of one year , to commence from the 1 8th day of September 1765, 
and expire on the 1 8th day of September 1766, according to the true 
intent and meaning of the faid before- recited deed, and of all the 
parties thereto, as if the faid order and dire&ion had never been made or 
ijjiied. And further, that the faid Robert Lord Clive, William Bright- 
well Sumner, John Carnac, Charles Stafford Playdell, Harry Verelft, 
Francis Sykes, John Cartier, Randolph Marriott, Hugh Watts, Afca- 
nius William Senior, Samuel Middleton, Ralph Leycefter, and George 
Gray, and their fucceffors, as Prefident and Council aforefaid, fhall 
and will allow unto them the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry 
Verelft, Ralph Lcyceftcr, and George Gray, and their fucceffors, con- 
ftituting a Committee as aforefaid, full andfufficient time after the expira- 
tion of the faid term of one year as aforefaid, to fell, vend, and difpofe of 
all fitch goods and merchandize belonging to the Jaid joint trade and con- 
cern as Jhall at that time remain on their hands unfold and not difpofed of, 
and alfo to colleft and gather in all fuch fum or fums of money as jhall be 
any ways due or owing unto them the faid William Brightwell Sumner, 
Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter and George Gray, or their fucceffors, 
on account of the faid proprietors and joint trade aforefaid, and to 
fettle and adjuft all books and accounts belonging to and concerning 
the fame. And the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, 
Ralph Leycefter and George Gray, do hereby, for themfelves and the 
reft of the proprietors entitled to the faid exclufive joint trade and mer- 
chandize of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, as aforefaid, and their fuccef- 
fors, covenant, promile, and agree to and with the faid Robert Lord 
Clive, William Brightwell Sumner, John Carnac, Charles Stafford 
Playdell, Harry Verelft, Francis Sykes, John Cartier, Randolph Mar- 
riott, Hugh Watts, Afcanius William Senior, Samuel Middleton, Ralph 
Leycefter and George Gray, as Prefident and Council of Fort William 
aforefaid, and their fucceffors for the time being, that they the faid 
William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Verelft, Ralph Leycefter and George 
Gray, conftituting a committee as aforefaid, and their fucceffors from 
time to time, Hull and will well and truely pay and difeharge the duties 
and cuftoms of the faid articles of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, at and 
after the rate herein before mentioned and expreffed of and concern- 
ing the fame, to the Right Honourable the Prefident and Council of 

. Fort 
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Fort William aforefaid, and their fucceffors, or to whom they Hull 
from time to time direft and appoint to receive the fame. And they the 
faid Robert Lord Clive, John Carnac, Charles Stafford Playdell, Francis 
Sykes, Randolph Marriott, Hugh Watts, Afcanius William Senior, 
Samuel Middleton, Ralph Leycefter, and George Gray, do hereby bind 
and oblige thcmfelvcs, and their fucceffors, their executors and adminiftra- 
tors, jointly unto them the faid William Brightwell Sumner, Harry Ve- 
relft, Ralph Leycefter and George Gray, on behalf of thcmfelvcs and 
the faid proprietors, in the penal fum of three hundred thoufand pounds 
Sterling, for the true and faithful obferving, performing, fulfilling, and 
keeping all and every the covenants herein contained, and which on their 
parts and behalfs are or ought to be performed, obferved, fulfilled, a»d 
lcept as aforefaid.” 


In witnefs, &c.” 


N° XLV. 

Copy of the Proceedings of the Mayors Court of Calcutta on the 
ift of Oftober, 1766, upon an Indenture and Affidavit of the 
Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive, which were carried in 
folemn proceflion, by the Council and a numerous train of In- 
habitants to the faid Court, to be there executed, sworn 
to, and RECORDED. 


MAYOR’S COURT of Calcutta, at Fort William in 

BENGAL. 

At a Court held on Wednefday th t firjl day of. OSiobcr, in the 
fixth year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by 
the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, De- 
fender of the Faith, &c. and in the year of Our Lord me thoufand fevert 
hundred and fxty-fix > 


Prcfena 
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Prcfent, 

James Lifter, Efquire, Mayor, 


Meflieurs^ 


f Robert Dobinfon, 
Thomas Woodward, 
Cornelius Goodwin, 
David Killican, 
Mathew Miller, 
Thomas French, 
George Lear and 
[jofeph Jekyll, 


l Aldermen. 


This being the day appointed for the Right Honourable Robert Lord 
Clive, who now is Governor or Prefident of Fort William in Bengal 
aforefaid, to take an Oath , or make an Affidavit in the faid Court, and exe- 
cute a Deed , or Covenant, in a large penalty, which are expe&cd and 
intended to be taken or lworn to, and renewed or executed by all fu- 
ture Governors or Prefidents of Fort William in Bengal aforefaid. 

The faid Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive appeared in the 
faid Court, attended by General John Carnac, Harry Vereljl, Hugh Watts , 
Randolph Marriot, Claud Ruffill, ' Thomas Rumbold, William Alderfey , Thomas 
Kelfall, and Charles Ffoycr, El'quircs, and other Covenanted Servants of 
the Honourable Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft 
Indies, and other principal* inhabitants of Calcutta aforefaid ; and then 
and there produced a certain Deed, or Writing, which is contained in 
the following words ■, that is to fay, 


* The Proceffion, confiding of at lead one hundred and fifty people , including the Gentle- 
mens attendants which accompanied this Deed and Affidavit to the Mayors Com t, and 
the profeflions of difintcreftednefs which were on fo many occafions made by the Governor 
and Secret Committee of Bengal, perhaps equal any thing that is to be found in the Church 
of Rome, and is fcurce exceeded by any ad of Oliver Cromwell’s Adminiftration, as record- 
ed by the elegant pen of David Hume y Efquire, in his Hiifory of Great Britain, wherein 
many ftriking Inftances are to be found exadly parallel to feveral tranfa&ions of the Bengal 
Government during this period. 

The ufual proceedings of the fupremc Court of Juftice were hereon put a flop to, and 
the regularity of its records infringed for the oftentatious reception of an Affidavit, anJ the 
ttzoxXian of a Deed, which if really neceflary, might have been as effectually performed by 
an Attorney of the Court before one of the Judges, 


THIS 
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THIS INDENTURE, made the firfi day of OSiober, in the fixth 
year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the Grace 
o t God, of Great Britain, Prance and Ireland, King, Defender of the 
Faith, 6cc. and in the year of our Lord one thousand feven hundred and fixty~ 
fix, between the United Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the Eaft Indies, on tlx one party and Robert Lord Clivk, Baron Clive 
of Plaffcy in the Kingdom of Ireland, Prefident and Governor of Fort 
William in the Kingdom of Bengal, on the other party witnesseth, 
That in confideration of the faid Robert Lord Clives being Prefident and 
Governor of Fort William, and in conjideration oj the fevcral fum and 
Aims of money to be received by him the faid Robert Lord Clive, in 
manner following ; that is to fay, the fum of * one and one-eighth percent . 
upon the revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, (favc and ex- 
cept the revenues of the lands of the faid United Company at Calcutta , 
Burdwan, Midnapore and Chittigong) to be paid unto him in monthly, 
quarterly, or yearly payments, during the time he lhall continue to be 
Prefident and Governor of Fort William aforefaid ; and alfi in conjidera - 
tion of his Salary , jlated Allowances and CommiJJion upon the Minty Coral , 
and upon Freight Goods ; the faid Robert Lord Clive doth hereby for 
himfelf, his heirs, executors and adminiftrators, covenant, promife and 
agree to and with the faid United Company, and their fucceflors, that 
he, the faid Robert Lord Clive, during the time he jhall continue to be 
Prefident and Governor of Fort William aforefaid, Jhall not direftly nor 
indiretlly , upon any Pretence or Pretext whatfoever, carry on t or ufe y or 
exercife any ‘trade or Commerce in the way of a Merchant, or otherwife 
traffic, adventure, or trade in any commodities whatfoever at, to, in, or 
from the Eaft Indies, China, Perlia, or Mocha, or in any part thereof or 
elfewhere between the Cape of Good Hope and the Streights of Magellan, 
either on his own account, or in company with or for, or on account of 
any other perfon or perfons in any article of Merchandize whatfoever, (fave 
and except for the benefit of the Englifh Eaft India Company, and except 
in f itch goods and merchandizes as Jhall be remaining on hand and unfold at the 

* Without impeaching his Lordfhip’s difintcreftedncfs on other occafions, we muft remark, 
that at this time his engaging not to trade in confiderationof a lommiiiion of one and one eighth 
per (ent» upon the Revenue*, together with thcotlicr benefits he referved to himfelf, was no 
facrificc. His Lordfh'p had determined to come home to Great Britain (bon att<*r, and actu- 
ally left Bengal for that purpofc early in January 1767. And the annual Cummiilion agreed 
for, of one and one-eighth per cent upon Sicca Rupee* 21,159,245 (the Revenues herein Speci- 
fied. See Chap. 12th, page 153) amounts to no lefs a fum than near 30,000 pounds fter- 
ling y the benefits of which his Lordfhip is faid to have claimed, or received for feveral 
months after his aligning the Government, by ftipulaticn with-hiv fucceffor. 


time 
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time he the faid Robert LordClive commenced Prejident and Governor of Fort 
William, and wherein he now hath any Jhare or interefl, which only he 
fhall or may fell, or difpofc of, or give commillions or directions for 
felling the lame, and further fave and except ; and it is the true intent 
and meaning hereof, that nothing herein contained (hall extend, or be 
conflrued to extend to prevent, preclude, or hinder him, the faid Robert 
Lord Clive, from purchajing diamonds or other precious Jiones, provided he 
does not difpofe of the fame by way of barter, or falc, here or in any 
other part of the Eafl Indies, or from fending or remitting his ejlate and 
fortune to England by bills, or in any other Jhape whatfoever ; not barter, 
fell, or exchange any kind of goods, wares, or merchandizes, nor ac- 
cept from, nor give to any perlon or perfons commifiions for manag- 
ing or tranfadting bulinefs, or affairs of merchandize (except as before 
is excepted). And the faid Robert Lord Clive doth hereby further 
covenant, promife and agree to and with the faid United Company and 
their fuccelfors, that the faid Robert Lord Clive pall not, nor will him- 
lcli, nor fhall wittingly or willingly permit or l'utfer any other perfon 
or perfons in his name, or to his ufe, to advance, lend, or place out any 
J'um or [urns of money at a greater rate, premium, or interefl than io per 
cent, per annum ; fo that tne lead: intercfl, fhare, portion, or dividend, 
or any other profit, advantage, or emolument whatfoever, fhall in re- 
lpcdl thereof exceeding the faid premium, or interefl of io per cent, per 
annum, as aforefaid, arife, or accrue unto him, the faid Robert Lord 
Clive, his heirs, executors, or adminiflrators -, or unto any other perfons 
whatfoever, through friendfliip, favour, or influence exerted by him 
in their behalf, contrary to the true intent and fpirit of the oath here- 
unto annexed. And the faid Robert Lord Clive doth hereby further co- 
venant and agree, that he pall not, nor will upon any account or pre- 
tence whatfoever, directly or indirellly accept, take, or receive, nor know- 
ingly, wittingly, or willingly fuffer or permit to be accepted, taken, or 
received, by any perfon or perfons for his ufe or in trufl for him, his 
heirs, executors, and adminiflrators ; or for any other perlon or perfons 
whatever, out of perfonal friendfhip to them, or regard to his own 
interefl, diredlly or indirectly ; any jewels, pedis, fum, or fums of money, 
whether by bonds, bills, notes , obligations, or other-wife, or accept of, retain, or 
keep any fee, gratuity, or reward in jewels, effects, money, obligations, 
or promifes or afTurances of money in writing of any nature, or other 
thing whatfoever which has been heretofore depofited for fervices pro- 
mifed to be performed, or favours to be received, or which fhall here- 
after be depofited, lent, received, or paid into his hands or cuftody, or 

into 
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•Into the hands or euilody of any other perfon or perfons in trull for 
him, nor knowingly permit or iuffcr any other perfon or perfons to ie- 
ccive, take, or accept of the lame or any patt thereof by his authority 
or influence from any King, Prince, Vizier, Munfuhdar, Nahdh, De- 
wan, Fowzdar, Zemindar, or from any other perfon or perfons, natural- 
horn fubjeds of the Ealt Indies, China, Perfia, or Mocha, of what 
degree, nomination, or quality foever ; or from any lervant, agent, (>r 
council of any King, Prince, Vizier, Munfuhdar, Nabob, bewail, 
Fouzdar, or Zemindar, exceeding the value or amount fnervlicd in tlie 
covenants with the laid United Company. And the laid Robert Lord 
Clive doth further covenant and agree, that no other emolument or advan- 
tage whatfoever (excepting as herein excepted) lhall in anv wife howto- 
ever, directly or indiredly, arife or accrue to him, his heiis <\cct;ioj-s, 
or admin iterators, or to any other perfon whatibever, through iavour or 
friendlhip either from his ollice or for, or by realbn or means of the 
influence or authority he may have, as Prefdent and Governor ; nor will 
he, the laid Robert Lord Clive; receive, or knowingly permit any other 
perfon to receive any fee, gratuity, or advantage from the ditpolal of anv 
place, employment, or office to any European or any other perlbn 
whatever, in or out of the Company's lervicc. And in order to a dif- 
covery to, and fatisfadion for any actings or doings of the laid Robert 
Lord Clive, or breach of any covenant, claule, article, or agreement 
herein contained, contrary to the true intent and meaning hereof; It A 
hereby agreed, that it jhall and may be lawful to and for the fain United 
Company , and their fucceffors, to exhibit, or file any bill, or hills of com- 
plaint of difeovery in his Majelly’s Court of Chancery , or Exchequer at 
YVclhninltcr, or by three or more of the Council at Fort William for the 
time being, on behalf of the faid United Company, in the Honourable the 
Mayor s Court for the town of Calcutta at Fort William aforelaid, or by 
any other perfon or perfons whatfoever, againll him, the faid Robert 
Lord Clive, his executors and adminiftratont vvhereunto the faid Robert 
Lord Clive doth hereby agree, that he will not demur, nor plead in bar 
of the difeovery, or relief fought by fuch bill or bills, that hereby he is, 
may or lhall become liable to any penalty or forfeiture, by iorce of any 
law, or ftatute, bond, covenant, agreement, or otherwile howfoever ; but 
lhall make, and put in a full and period anlwer, or anlwcrs to all the 
parts thereof, and fhall not in fuch anfwcr, or anlwers infill upon any 
penalty, forfeiture, law or llatutc, bond, covenant or agreement, or al- 
lcdgc any matter whatfoever whereby to prevent, b?r, or preclude the 
faid Company, or any other perfon, or perfons from the difeovery or 
relief fought, or to be fought by fuch bill, or bills as aforelaid. And 
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for the true, full, and faithful performance of every article, clatife,. 
promife, covenant and agreement herein contained, and the true intent 
and meaning thereof, on the part and behalf of the laid Robert Lord 
C’live, he the ('aid Robert Lord Clive doth hereby bind and oblige him- 
felf, his heirs, executors and adminiftrators, unto the laid United Com- 
pany and their fuccclTors, in the penal J'um of £ 150,000 of lawful money 
of Great Britain, to be recovered in calc the laid Robert Lord Clive 
lhall ad contrary to the true intent and meaning of thele prefents ; one 
third part of the laid l'urn of one hundred and fifty thou land pounds 
lie ding to he paid and be payable unto fitch perfon or perfons as Jkall j'ue 
for the fame, after information and full proof lhall be made thereof in 
the Court of Chancery, Exchequer, or the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, 

OR BEFORE THE COURT OF DIRECTORS OF THE SAID UNITED 
Company and their successors, or before the Council at Fort 
William aforclaidj and the remaining two-thirds, part thereof lhall be 
paid to, and for the ufc of the laid United Company and their fucceffors. 
In witness whereof, the Prclident and Council of Fort William, in 
behalf of the laid United Fall India Company, have hereunto let their 
hands, and the leal of the laid Company on the one part, and the faid 
Robert Lord Clive has let his hand and leal on the other part, this fr/l 
day of Oblober, in the year of our Lord One tboufand Jeven hundred and 
fix ty -fix. 

Signed C LIVE. 


Signed, fealed, and delivered, 
in Calcutta the day and year 
above-written, (where no 
llampt paper is- to be had) 
in the prefence of us, 

Alexander Campbell, 

Henry Strachey, Clive, 

William Wynne, 

John Carnac, Thomas Rumbold, 

Harry Verklst, William Aldkrsey, 

Randolph Marriott, Thomas Kelsall, 
Hugh Watts, Charles Ffloyer. 

Claud Russell, 

And 





APPENDIX. 


xji 

And at the fame time he the ftiil Robert Lord Clive produced a certain 
Affidavit , or Oath in writing, annexed to the before-mentioned Deed 
or Writing, which is contained in the following words ; that is to 
fay, 


In the Honourable the Mayor’s Court for the Town of Cal- 
cutta in Bengal. 

I Robert Lord Clive, Prclidcnt and Governor of Foit William 
in the Kingdom of Bengal, in the Kail Indies, do volunlaiily of my 
own free will ami accord, moll folemnly and linccrcly fwcar, tdliiy and 
depofe, in the prcfcnce of Almighty God, that I will m.t ft cm /wo 
time forward^ during continuance as Pre/ident , or Governor ot Foil 
William, directly or indirectly tarry on, life, or c\j\ij: a? y 7 / a !e oi 
Commerce in the way ot a mei chant, or otherwiie tunic, adw.ntuie, 
or trade in any commodities whatloevcr, at, to, in, or trom the Fad 
Indies, China, Pcrlia, or Mocha, or in any part thereof, or elfcwhere 
between the Cape of Good Hope and the Strcights of Magellan ; 
cither on my own account, or in company with, or on account of any 
other perfon, or pci funs, in any arrticle of Merchandize whatloevcr, 
(lave and except lor the benefit of the Knglilh Lad India Company, and 
except in fuel) goods and merchandizes as Jhall he remaining on handy and 
unlbld<// the time I commenced Prelidcnt and Governor oi Lott William, 
and wherein I now have am jhare or intered, which only I lhall or may 
lell or difpofe of, or give commilTions or directions lor the felling the 
fame; and further, lave and except, and it is the true intent and mean- 
ing hereof, that nothing herein contained Jhall extend or he confined to 
extend, to prevent, preclude, ox hinder meftom pur ehajing diamonds , or 
other precious jlones , provided I do not difpofe of the fame by way of 
barter or laic here, or in any other part of the Ead Indies, or from Jend - 
ing or remitting my ejlate and fortune to England by hills or many other Jhape 
what fever J \ and that I will not dircdly or indirectly from hencefor- 
ward during my continuance as Prcfident , or Governor of Fort William, 
advance , lend , or place out , nor wittingly or willingly permit or differ 
any other perfon or perlons in my name, or to myjiic, to advance, lend, 
or place out any futn or fums of money at any rate, premium, or intered, 
fxctxding 10 per cent, per annum , fo that the lead intered, lhare, portion, 
dividend, or any other profit, advantage, or emolument whatloevcr 

Y 2 lhall 



APPENDIX. 


172 

lhall in refpcA thereof, exceeding the premium or intereil of ten per 
cent, per nnnflmi above-mentioned, arife or accrue unto me, my heirs, 
executors, or adminiftrators, or unto any other perfon or perfons what- 
foever, through friendthip, favour, or influence exerted by me in their 
behalf, contrary to the true intent and fpirit of this oath. 

And I do moft folemnly fwear, that I will not upon any account or 
pretence whatever, diredtly or indircdtly, accept, take, or receive, nor 
knowingly, wittingly, or willingly fuffer or permit to be accepted, taken 
or received by any perfon or perfons in trull for me, my heirs, execu- 
tors or admin ill rators, or for any other perfon or perfons whatever out of 
perfonal friendlhip to them, or regard to my own intereil, directly or 
indirectly, any jewels, effects, fum or Jams of money, whether by bonds, bills, 
notes, obligations, or otherwife, or accept of, retain, or keep any fee, gra- 
tuity, or reward in jewels, effects, money, or obligations, or promifes or 
allurances of money in writing of any nature, or other thing whatfoever, 
which has been heretofore depolited for lervices promifed to be per- 
formed, or favours to be received, or which Avail hereafter be depolited, 
lent, received, or paid into my hands or cultody, or to any other per- 
fons in trull for me ; nor knowingly permit or fuffer any other perfon 
or perfons to receive, take, or accept of the lame or any part thereof, 
by my authority or influence, from any King, Prince, Vizier, Munfub- 
dar, Nabdb, Dcwan, Fowzdar, Zemindar, or from any other perfon or 
perfons natural-born fubjedts of the Eaft Indies, China, Perfia, or 
Mocha, of what degree, nomination, or quality foever; or from any fer- 
vant, or agent, or council of any King, Prince, Vizier, Munfubdar, Na- 
bob, Devviln, Fowzdar, or Zemindar, exceeding the value or amount 
fpecified in our covenants with the laid United Company -, the full in- 
tent and meaning of this oath being, and I do moft folemnly fwear, that 
my full and true intent and meaning is, that in confideration of the fum of 
one and one-eighth per cent, upon the revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and 
OrilTa, (fave and except the revenues of the lands of the faid United 
Company at Culcutta, Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittigong) to be paid 
to me in monthly, quarterly, or yearly payments, during the 
time I fall continue to be Prejident and Governor of Fort William ; and 
likewife in confideration of my falary, Bated allowances, and commif- 
fion upon the mint* coral, and upt>n freight goods , and 10 per cent, 
interejl, or premium upon any fum or fums of money I lhall or may. 
hereafter lend, advance, or place out at intereil as before-mentioned } no 
other emolument or advantage whatfoever lhall in any wife howfoever,. 
diredly or indirectly, arife or accrue unto me, my heirs, executors, or 
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adminiftrators, or to any other perfon whatever, through favour or friend- 
fliip from me, either from my office, or for, or by reafon or means of the 
influence and authority I may have, as Prefident and Governor of Fort 
William. 

I further swear, that I will not myfelf receive, or knowingly permit 
any other perfon to receive any fee, gratuity , or advantage from the dilpofal 
of any place, employment, or office, to any European or any other perfon 
whatever, in or out of the Company’s i'ervicc j and that I will not in 
any manner break through, or adt in any refpeft, during the time I fail 
continue to be Prefident and Governor of Fort William, contrary to any 
article, covenant, claufe, promife and agreement contained in, or the 
true intent and meaning of a certain indenture, bearing date this firfi 
day of Otlober, One thoufand feven hundred and fixty-fi.x, and made, or 
mentioned to be made between the find United Company of the one part, 
and me, Robert Lord Clive, on the other part, but that I will truly and 
faithfully perform the fame. 

So help me God, 

( Signed) CLIVE. 

Sworn in opf.n Court, at 
Fort William, in Bengal, 
the firfi day of 0 Bober, in the 
fixth year of the reign of 
King George the Third. 

John Holme, Regiftcr. 


Whereupon the [aid deed, or writing was publicly, audibly, and dif- 
tinftly read over in the faid Court ; and immediately afterwards the [aid 
affidavit, or oath in writing, was alfo publicly, audibly, and diilindtly 
read over in the faid Court, and then and there duly taken and fworn> 
to by him, the faid Robert Lord Clive. 
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No. XLVI. 

Copy of his Majesty’s Advocate , Attorney, and Solicitor General's Report, 

AuguJ } 16, 1757. 

To the Right Honourable William Vitt, Efquire, one of his Majefty ’s Prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State. 

S I R, 

I N obedience to your commands fignified to us by your Letter of the 
19th of July lull, acquainting us, That the Secret Committee of the Ea/l 
India 1 omp.iny had requeued you to afiift them in an application to be made 
to his Majefty, ibr his approbation of the agreement made between his Ma- 
jefty’s Admi1.1l and officers in India , in regard to the divifion of any plunder 
which may be made in Lidia, and taken from the Mocrs, and the Com- 
pany’s Governor and Council at Fort Saint George > and that in conlcquemc 
of fitch agreement his Majefty will be giacioully plealed to grant to the 
Company the moiety of the booty, which was to be depofited till his Mu- 
jefty’s royal plcafurc Iliould be known ; and in the faid letter inclofing the 
AbllraCts delivcied to you by the laid Committee, and fmthcr defiling that 
we will report to you, for his Majefty V infoi illation, our opinion, how far 
the King can comply with the Company’s requeffi: 

We have taken the faid agreement into our conlhlcration, and have here- 
with returned all the laid ExtraCls; and we are humbly of opinion, thatthis cafe- 
docs not in any part of it fall within the provilions made by the ftatute, of the 
29th year of his Majefty ’s reign, for the encouragement of teamen ; inaf- 
mueh as that law relates to captures made in the prelim t war between his 
Majefty and the French King, and has no concern with the difputes and 
hoftilities between the Kail India Company and the Nabob of Bengal. 

It limit therefore be judged by general rules of law and his Majefty’s 
prerogative. 

And we are humbly of opinion, lit. That all fuch places as arc retaken, 
return to the old dominion j and consequently that the town and fettlement 
of Calcutta, within the former territorial limits, mult he reltorcd to the Ealt 
India Company. 

2d. That all fuch places as may be newly conquered in this expedition, 
accrue to the fovereign, and are veiled in his Majefty, by right of conqueft. 

ed. That with rcfpcCt to the moveable goods retaken, the property of all 
fuch was altered by the capture, and totally loft in the original owners, after 
a pofteflion by the enemy for a limited time ; and conicquently every thing 
within that defeription belongs to- his Majefty, in whofc name, and under 
whofe protection, and by the alfiftante of whole Fleet, the fame is regained. 

4th 
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4th. That by dronger rcafon, all moveables and plunder of every kind 
firit taken and acquired from the enemy, cither by land or fea, are veiled 
in his Majefly, lubjed to his power of difpofing, by virtue of his known 
prerogative. 

Upon thefc grounds wc concur in opinion, that his Majefly, if he (hall 
think fit in his Royal Wildom, m^y comply with tlic Company’s requeft. 

Auguft i6th, 1757. O. HAY. 

Signed C. PRATT. 

" C. YORK.E. 


Copy of a Repott from his Majcdy’s Advocate, Attorney, and Solicitor 

General. 


S I R, 


IN obedience to your commands fignified to us by your letter of the 1 7th 
infant, acquainting us, that you had laid our report of tire preceding day 
before his Majefty, and that his Majefiy was graeioufiy plcafcd to declare his 
intention of granting to the Halt India Company one moiety of the booty 
or plunder to be taken from the Moors at Bengal in the Hall Indies, and 
which had been agreed between Vice Admiral Watfon and the officers of 
the faid Company, to be depolited till his Majcdy’s pleafure fhould be 
known ; and further defiring us to report to you, what will be the molt le- 
gal and effectual method of making luch grant, and directing us to prepare 
a warrant for that purpofc : 

We have taken the matter referred to us into confideration, and arc of 
opinion, that the grant intended ought to be made by letters patent under 
the Great Seal, as being the mod proper and effectual method, and mod 
n n form able to ufage in fimilar cafes. In confequcnce of this opinion, 
yyQ b ,wc prepared the draft of a warrant for the bill, and anncj.cd the lame 
to our report, with a fpccial claufe to pi event the grant froin alleging any 
recaptures of the goods of private perlons, being his Majedy’s fubjeds, or 
others, trading in the End Indies under his Majedy’s protediun ; which 
claule we humbly apprehend to be agreeable to iris Majdly’s equity, and 
to his Royal and gracious purpofe fignified to us by you. 


All which is fubmitted to your confideration. 


Augud 3 id, 1757. 


Signed 


GEO. IIAY. 
C. PRATT. 
C. YORKE. 


Draft 
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Draft of a Warrant for granting one Moiety of Booty, &c. to the Eaft 

India Company. 

Whereas application has been made to us, on behalf of the'United Com- 
pany of Merchants trading to the Eaft Indies, reprefenting that they have 
been obliged to commence hoftilities in the Eaft Indies, againft the Nabob 
of Bengal, for the recovery of the town and fettlcment of Calcutta, taken 
liom the laid Company by the forces of the laid Nabob, without any juft or 
lawful pretence, contrary to good faith and amity, and of the goods and 
valuable commodities belonging to the faid Company, and to many per- 
linis trading or redding within the limits of the laid fcttlemcnt; and that 
die officers and agents of the faid Company at Fort Saint George have 
concerted a plan of operations with Vice Admiral Watfon and others, the 
commanders of our fleet, employed in thofe parts for regaining the laid 
town and fcttlemcnt, and the laid goods and valuable commodities, and ob- 
taining adequate fatisfadion for their loftcs ; and that it has been agreed be- 
tween the officers of the laid Company, on the one part, and our laid Vice 
Admiral and Commanders on board our laid fleet on the other part, af- 
fembled in a council of war, that one moiety of all the plunder and booty, 
which lhall be taken from the Moors, be let apart for the ufe of the cap- 
tors ; and that the other moiety thereof lhall be depofited till our royal 
plcafure be known : and whereas the faid Company have humbly befought 
us, in compilation for the great damage which they have fuftained, and of 
their great cxpenccs in fitting out and preparing an expedition for the pur- 
poles before recited, that we will be gracioully pleafed to grant to the faid 
Company, and their fuccelfors, all that moiety or part of the plunder and 
booty agreed to be depolited as aforefaid : we being willing and defirous, in 
confideration of the premilcs, to condelccnd to their requeft, our will and 
plealure is, that you forthwith prepare a bill for our royal fignaturc, to pafs 
our great leal of Great Britain, containing our grant unto the faid United 
Company of Merchants trading to the Eaft Indies, and their fuccelfors, of 
one moiety of all the booty or plunder, Ihips, vclfels, goods, merchandizes, 
tieafure, and other things whatfoever, which in purfuancc of the faid plan 
of operations concerted as aforefaid, have been, or lhall be taken, or feized 
from the faid Nabob of Bengal, or any of the forces employed by him, or 
on his behalf, or from any of his fubjedts, allies, or adherents, excepting 
always out of our faid grant, all liich Ihips, velfels, goods, merchandizes, 
treafuic, and other things whatfoever, which have been forcibly taken or 
detained by the enemy from any of our liibjedts, or others, trading or re- 
ading within the limits of the laid town and fettlement, or in any manner 

under 
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tinder our protection, and which have been, or Hull be retaken in conle- 
qucncc of the faid plan of operations, and of the laid expedition ; it being 
agreeable to juftice and equity, and to our royal purple, that the lame lhall 
be reftored to the original owners rcfpeCtivcly, as far as may be, on payment 
of rcafonable falvage 5 and it is our will and plcafure, that you do infert a 
claufe in the faid Bill, containing an exception to the effed aforefaid j and 
you are to infert in the faid bill, all fuch other claufes a, you (hall judge 
ncccflary, for making our faid grant moft firm, valid, and effectual. 

To our Attorney or Solicitor General. 


To the KING’S moft Excellent Majcfty. 

The Humble Petition of the United Company of Merchants Of England 
trading to the Eaft Indies, 

Moft humbly fheweth, 

THAT by feveral charters or letters patent, granted by your Mnjefty’s 
royal predeceflors to former Companies trading to the Eaft Indies, they had 
power to fend (hips of war to their fetllemcnts in the Eaft Indies, to raile 
and keep a military force, and to make peace or war with any princes of 
people, not chriftians, in any places of their trade j and alfo to rignt and re- 
compenfe themfelves upon the goods, eftatc, or people of thofc parts, by 
whom they lliould fuftain any injury, lofs, or damage, or upon any other 
people that Ihould any way interrupt, wrong, or injure them in their trade, 
within the limits of their charter. 

That your petitioners, by a charter of the t oth of the late King William 
the Third, and by your Majefty’s royal charter of the 26th year of your 
reign, have power to raife and maintain fuch a body of ftanding force* at 
their feVeral fettlements in the Eaft Indies, and fuch a number of fedmen 
and Ihips of defence, as fhall be neceffary for the fafeguard and defence of 
the lame 5 and to take and furprize all and every perfon and perfons, with 
their (hips, armour, and ammunition, and other goods, as (hall in an hoftile 
manner invade or attempt the defeating or dcftiudlion of jour petitioners 
fettlements, or your Majefty’s fubje&s, inhabiting therein, and upon juft 
caufe to invade and deftroy the enemies of the fame. 

That your petitioners have for feveral years part, at immenfe expence, 
been obliged to maintain very confidcrablc bodies of ftanding forces, and a 
number of leamen and fhips of defence, to protect their fettlements and 
their allies , againft the troubles which have for feveral years part arifen in 

[ Z J different 
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different parts of India, and again ft the French, when your Majefty ha* 
been engaged in a war againft that crown ; and the Nabob of Bengal, 
having lately taken your petitioners fettlement at Fort William, at Calcutta, 
in Bengal, your petitioners, with the affiftance of your Majefty ’s fleet, and 
l'ome of your Majefty’s forces, in conjunction with forces raifed and paid by 
your petitioners at veiy great expencc, have retaken the faid place with con- 
iidcrable booty and plunder, the greateft part whereof had been the property 
of your petitioners or their fervants, or other inhabitants living under their 
protection, and which had’ before been taken from them by the Nabob ; one 
moiety of which plunder and booty is to be diftributed between the admiral, 
officers, and lcamen, in your Majefty’s and your petitioners fervice, according 
to certain agreements made between them and your petitioners Governor and 
Council at Fort Saint George, and the other moiety was referved for your 
Majefty’s difpolal, who by your royal letters patent of the 19th of September 
laft, in compenlation for the great damage fuftained by your petitioners, and 
of their great expences in fitting out and preparing the expedition for that • 
purpofe, have been gracioufly pleafed to grant the fame to your petitioners 
tor their own ufe, except fuch velfels, goods, merchandizes, treafure, and 
other things whatfoever, which had been forcibly taken or detained by the 
enemy, from any of your fubjeds or others, trading or reiiding within the 
limits of the faid town and fettlement of Calcutta, or in any manner under 
your Majefty ’s protection, and which had been or lhould be retaken, which 
it was your Majefty’s royal purpofe (hould be reftored to the original owners 
thereof, as far as might be, paying a reafonable falvage. 

That by rcafon of the national war with France, and their intrigues with 
the Governments in India, and for the prefervation of your petitioners fettle* 
ments and trade, your petitioners, at much greater expenee than their trade 
will bear, arc obliged to keep and maintain a very contiderable force, both 
bv land and at fea, to aCt as occalion lhall require, and have acquired, or 
have a profpeCt of acquiring from their enemies, the faid Nabob of Bengal and 
the French, l'ome diftriCts of land, which will be very convenient for car- 
rying on your petitioners trade for their own benefit, and to the advantage of 
your Majefty s revenues, and the common good of this kingdom j’notwithftanding 
which, your petitioners are advifed, that it is doubtful whether fuch diftrifts 
of land, and the plunder and booty which may be conquered and taken by 
your petitioners forces upon any occafion, either at land or upon the fea, do 
not belong unto your Majefty; and if fo, your petitioners will not only be at 
very great expenee without any recompencc but from your Majefty’s good- 
nels, but are alfo deprived of the means to reward fuch officers and other 
peifons, as may eminently diftinguilh thcmfelves in your petitioners fervice. 


Your 
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Your petitioners therefore mod humbly pray your Majefty, That to- 
wards compenlation of the great damages they have already, and may 
further fuftain, and of the very great c.vpence and chaige which your 
petitioners have been at, and mult /till continue, your Majeftv will be 
gracioufly pleafed to grant to your petitioners, for their own life, all 
fuch plunder and booty, (hips, vefl'els, goods, merchandizes, treafure, 
and other things whatfoever, which may be taken by any of jour 
petitioners land or fca forces from any of your Majefty ’s enemies, or 
from the Indian enemies of your petitioners, with the like exception 
as is contained in the laid letters patent of the 19th of September hit; 
and that your petitioners may Ijoldand enjoy to them and their Jucce/Jjrs, 
J'ubjeft to your Majefty s right of fiver eignty in and over the fame, all fucb 
fortreffes, dijlriifs, and territories, within the limits of their trade, as 
they have acquired, or may hereafter acquire , from any nation, fate or 
people, by treaty, grant, or conqucfl, with power to reftore, give up, 
and difpofe of the fame, as they fhall from time to time fee occafion ; 
fubjcCt neverthelefs to your Majefty 's difpolition and plcafure, as to 
fuch lands as may be acquired by conqueft from the liibjeCts of any 
European power. 

(L. S.) 

Copy of the Attorney and Solicitor Generals Report, on the Petition ol the 
Eaft India Company. December 24th, 1757. 

To the KING’S molt Excellent Majesty. 

May it pleafe Your Majefty, 

I N humble obedience to your Majefty’s Commands, fignified to us by the 
right honourable Mr. Pitt, one of your Majefty’s Principal Secretaries ot 
State, in his letter of the 3d inftant, inclofingthe annexed petition delivered 
to Your Majefty on behalf of the Eaft India Company, and directing us to 
take the faid petition into our confideration, and report our opinion to Your 
Majefty, how far it may be legal and advifeable to grant the feveral things 
defired by the Company in their faid petition, and alfo, whether there are any 
and what objections thereto ; and, in cafe we /hall be of opinion, that fuch 
grants are legal and may be advifeable, and no material objection /hall appear 
thereto, further commanding us to prepare the proper draught of a warrant 
for Your Majefty’s Royal Signature, and to tranfmit the fame, with our re- 
port, to be laid before Your Majefty for your approbation : 

[ Z 2 ] 


We 
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Wc have taken the faid petition into our confideration, and have been at- 
tended by Tome of the principal gentlemen in the direction of the faid Com- 
pany and their agents, with copies of their charters, and extracts from the 
fame : and having heard all which they thought proper to alledge in fupport 
or explanation of their faid petition, we beg leave humbly to reprefent to- 
Your Maiefty, 

That the prayer of the petition con fids of two parts ; 

I. That Your Majefty will be pleafed to grant to the Eaft India Company, 
and their fucceffors, all fuch plunder and booty as may be taken by any of 
their land or fea forces from any of Your Majefty ’s enemies, or the Indian 
enemies of the faid Company, with the like exception as is contained in Your 
letters patent of the 19th September lad. 

II. That they may hold and enjoy, fubjedt to Your Majedy’s right of fo- 
vereignty, all fuch fortreffes, didridts, and territories, as they have acquired, 
or may hereafter acquire, from any nation, date, or people, by treaty, grant, 
or conqued, with power to redore, give up, and difpofe of the fame, as they 
fhall, from time to time, fee occadon ; fubjedt neverthelefs to Your Majedy’s 
difpofition and pleafure, as to fuch lands as may be acquired by conqued from 
the fubjedts of any European power. 

The grounds on which the petition is preferred, arc thefe : That the plun- 
der of all goods and perfonal things, taken from the enemies of Your Ma- 
iedy, or of the Company, by their forces, not being granted to the Company, 
they cannot lawfully apply it, either to reward thofc officers in their fcrvice 
who have delerved well, or to make compenfation to themfelves for their 
great lodes and expenccs, by applying part of it to their own ufe ; and they 
apprehend it to be extremely doubtful, whether fortreffes or territories, ac- 

S uired by treaty, grant, or conqued, can be retained or held, or can be re- 
ored or given up by treaty, or othcrwilc, without reforting, in every indance, 
to Your Majefty, for your royal grant or licence. 

As to the fird part of the prayer of their petition, concerning captures of 
goods and fliips, we are humbly of opinion, that Your Majedy’s legal pre- 
rogative enables you, by letters patent, under the Great Seal, to make fuch 
grant, both in prefent and in future; and we think no jud objection can 
be made to it, provided it be accompanied with an exception of all recap- 
tures of the goods of private perfons trading under Your Majedy’s protection, 
agreeably to a claufc contained in your letters patent of the 19th of Sept, 
lad, and likewife with fome other redridtions. 

The fird redriCtion we propofe is, to confine the grant to the cafe of cap- 
tures made in the Ead Indies, within the limits of the former charters ; 
it feeming bed to leave all other captures accidentally made by Eaft India 

ffiips. 
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ftips, not within the limits of their trade and fettlements, to the general 
rules of law, or the temporary provifronsof Parliament. 

The fecond reftridtion proposed is, to confine the grant to captures made 
in a defenfive war, or during a fate of hojiility commenced merely for the 
protection of their trade and fettlemcnts . This is agreeable to the terms 
and intention of all the charters given to the Company by Your Majefty, 
or Your Royal predeceflbrs, which empower them to make war in the 
Eaft Indies, only to recomj enfe themfekes for Ioffes , or to repel invaders. 

The third refbidtion propofed is, to confine the grant to captures made 
by the Company’s lorces, adting alone, and not in conjundiun with thole 
commifli'nied by Your Majefiy’s authority, which will leave it in Your 
Majefty s breaft, in cafes of joint expeditions, to difli ibutc the plunder or 
prizes made, among!! the ollieers, (oldiers and fcamcn in Your own ler- 
vicc, and thofe employed by the Company, according to their refpedlive 
merits, in Inch manner as may be mod agreeable to Your Royal wifdom. 

As to the latter part of the prayer of the petition, relative to the holding 
or retaining forticlTes, or diftridls, already acquired, or to be acquired by 
treaty, grant, or conqiuft, we beg leave to point out Jbme diftmdhons upon it. 

In refpedt to fuch placer as have been, or (hnll be acquired by treaty, 
or grant from tbeMgul, ot an;, » ! ti.e Indian Princes, or governments,, 
YourMajefty’s letters patent are not ueceffary, the property of tiic foil veiling 
in the Company by the Indian grant 1 , fubjcdl only to Your Majefiy’s right 
of fovereignty over the fcttlcments, ,.s Englifh fettlemcnts, and over the 
inhabitants, as Englifh fid jedE, whinny with them Tour Majcjfy\ laws, 
wherever they form colonies, and rcceiv Tour May tjly s protection , by virtue 
of Tour Royal Charters . In relpcdt tc fuch places as have lately been 
acquired, or (hall hereafter be acquired i-.y con quell, thcjfop.rty, as well 
as the dominion , re/ls in Tour Majefty , /» ' irtue of Tour known prerogative j 
and confequently, the Company can oifi, derive a light t> them, through 
Your Majcfiy’s grant : 13ut we iubmit cur humble opinion to Your Majefty, 
that it is not warranted by precedent, > r agreeable to found policy, nor to 
the tenor of the charters whic h have been iced before us , to make fuch a general 
grant , not only of pa ft, but of future o.c'ingcnt conquejls , made upon any 
power, European or Indian , to a trading company. Many objections occur 
to it, more material to be weighed than e\ J tallied . If at any time the Eaft 

India Company, in the prolccution ot their juft rights, (hall cnance to 
conquer a fortrefs or diftridt, which m.y be convenient for carrying on 
their trade, and is afterwards either ceded to them by treaty, or pu>pec 
to be maintained by force, it is time enough to refort to Your Majefiv for 
Your Royal grant, whenever the cafe arifes. At the fume time, wc mult 
do juftice to the honourable intentions of thofe who preferred this pe- 
tition 
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tion to Your Majefty, in faying, That as foqn as the objections were inti- 
mated, they readily acquiefced, and cxprefled themfelves much more 
anxious, for the fake of obtaining a clear rule for the direction of their 
officers in India, to have their doubts explained, as to their powers of 
reftoring or furrendering places conquered } and to know, whether the 
Company is enabled, by any of their prefent charters, to yield up conquefts 
made on the Indian Princes orGovernments by treaty, without Your Majefty’s 
licence in every inftance ; the procuring of which might be attended with 
great delay in preffing exigences. In anlwer to this doubt fo Hated, we 
are humbly of opinion, that the Royal charters, granted to the Company, 
having repeatedly given them the powers of making peace as well as 
war with the Indian Princes or Governments, it is incident to the power 
of tnaking peace, to be enabled to reftore conquefts, or things taken in 
war, otherwife they would have the power to make peace, without the 
means of obtaining it. But to remove all poffiblc doubts, we- think it will 
not be improper (if it (hall be Your Majefty’s pleafure) to explain their 
powers of making peace, by a claufe to be inferted in the letters patent 
propofed, enabling them to make ceffions of new conquefts, acquired from 
any of the Indian Princes or States, during the late troubles between the 
Eaft India Company and the Nabob of Bengal, or which (hall be acquired 
in time coming, with an exprefs exception, agreeably to the prayer of their 
petition, of any fettlements or territories conquered from the fubje&s of 
any European power, leaving the fame open to be difpofed of in all 
cafes, according to Your Royal wifdom. 

This explanation will be agreeable to the plan of former charters, in 
which we beg leave to obferve to Your Majefty, that the general power of 
making war is further explained and followed by particular deferiptions of 
the hoftilities which the Company may exercife againft their enemies. 
But the power to make peace is not extended by any fuch defeription. 

This being our opinion, we have prepared the draught of a warrant 
accordingly, and have annexed the fame to our report, in obedience to 
Your Majefty’s commands. 

All which is moft humbly fubmitted to Your Majefty’s Royal wifdom. 


Dec. 24, 1757. 


Signed, 


C. PRATT. 
C. YORKE. 


Warrant 
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Warrant for Grant, GV. Propofed by his Majefty’s Attorney and So- 
licitor General, in their Report of the 24th December , 1757, and 
approved and ligned the 26th. 

GEORGE R. 

O U R Will and Pleafure is, That you forthwith prepare a Bill for Our 
Royal Signature, to pafs our Great Seal of Great Britain., containing 
Our Grant unto the United Company of Merchants of England trading to 
the Eajl Indies, and their Succeflors, of all fuch booty or plunder, lhips, 
velfels, goods, merchandizes, trenfure, and other things whatfoever, 
which, fince Our Letters Patent of the 19th day of Siptembcr lall, have 
been or lhall be taken or feized from any of the enemies of the faid Com- 
pany, or any of our enemies in the Eajl Indies, by any lhips or forces of 
the laid Company, employed by them, or on their behalf, within any plai- 
ces or limits of their trade, pret'eribed to them by any of the Charters 
granted by Us, or any of our Royal Pi cdccelfors ; provided always, that 
the faid plunder or booty, as aforefaid, be taken or feized, during wars 
or hoftilities, begun and carried on, in order to right and rccompcnfc the 
laid Company, upon the goods, ellate, or people of thofc parts, from 
whom they fliall fuftain, or lhall have juft and well-grounded caulb to 
fear any injury, lofs, or damage, or upon any other people, who lhall 
interrupt, wrong, or injure them in their faid trade, within the limits of 
their laid Charter, or to injure our fubjeCts or others trading or refilling 
within the fiid Settlements, cr in any manner under our protection, with- 
in the faid places or limits; and further provided always that the booty or 
plunder as aforefaid be taken in wars, hoftilities, or expeditions, begun, 
undertaken, carried on, and completed by the forces raifed and paid by 
the faid Company alone, or by the (hips employed at their foie cxpence ; 
Living Our Prerogative Royal, to diftributc the laid plunder or booty in 
fuch manner and proportions as We lhall think fit, in all calcs where any 
of the forces by land or fea, of us and Our Succeflors, lhall be ap- 
pointed and commanded to aCt in conjunction with the lhips and forces 
of the faid Company ; and excepting always out of our faid Grant all fuch 
Ihhips, velfels, goods, merchandizes, treafure and other things whatlb- 
ever, which have been or lhall be forcibly taken or detained by the enemy 
from any of Our fubjeCts, or others trading or refuting within the places 
or imits aforefaid under Our protection, and which have been or lhall be 
retaken in confequence of any wars, hoftilities, or expeditions as afore- 
faid ; it being agreeable to jufticc and equity, and to Our Royal purpofe, 
that the fame lhall be reftored to the original owmers rcfpcCtively, as far as 
mav be, on payment of reafonable falvage. And it is our further will and 
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pleafure, that you do infert a claufc or claufes in the faid bill,' enabling the 
faid Company, by any treaty or treaties of peace, made or to be made 
between them, or any of their officers, Servants, or Agents, employed 
on their behalf, and any of the Indian Princes or governments, to cede, 
reftore, or difpofe of any fortrcffes, diftridts, or territories, acquired by 
conqueft from any of the faid Indian Princes or governments during the 
late troubles between the faid Company and the Nabob of Bengal, or 
which fhall be acquired by conqueft in time coming. Provided always, 
that the faid Company fhall not have any power or authority whatfocvcr, to 
cede, reftore, or diipofe of, any fettlements, fortrefles, diftridts, or territories, 
conquered from the fubjfcdts of any European power, without the fpecial 
licence and approbation of us and our fucccflbrs. And it is our will and 
pleafure, that you do infert in the faid hill, all fuch other claufes as you 
{hall judge ncceflary for making our faid grant mod firm, valid, and 
effectual: And for fo doing, &c. Dated the 26th December, 1757. 

To our Attorney and 

Solicitor General, By His Majefty’s Command. 

Signed W. PITT, 


FINIS. 
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PREFACE. 

I N defence of the former part of this Publication, againfl 
Mr. Vereljl, the writer has found it neceffary to enter 
minutely into the Adminiftration of the Government of Ben- 
gal , under the late Prefidents and SeleCt Committees. The 
whole of what he had to fay, on that fubjeCt, was printed 
off before the death of Lord Clive, referving a few pages for 
the conclufion of the fixth Chapter, which relates to the 
Armenian Merchants, whofe caufcs were then on the point 
of decifion in the Court of Common Pleas : on which ac- 
count likewifc this publication was poftponed. It is unfor- 
tunate for the writer, that his work will now appear after 
the death of the noble Lord, whofe conduCt, as Prefident 
of Bengal, is particularly pointed at. But to avoid the ap- 
pearance of a malignity which he never harboured, by letter 
of the 28th November 1774, he acquainted one of his 
Lordfhip’s Executors with the then Rate of this work, which 
he offered to fubmit to their infpeCtion : and he has now 
only to affure the Public, that every word it contains Bands 
as it was originally intended for his Lord (hip's eye. 

This publication, however, has been already too long 
delayed, in hopes of final decifions in the Courts of Law, 
on fome matters that are therein treated of. But the law- 
practices of injunctions, demurrers, new trials, writs of 
error, bills of exception, and appeals from one Court to 
another, which arc become matters of courfe, where the 
parties have wealth equal to the expence, furnilh an in- 
definite latitude for delay. As the fame rcafon for pro- 
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craftination might therefore dill fubfift at the expiration of 
fcveral years more, the writer could not fuffer falsehood and 
injuftice any longer to prevail over truth and innocence, 
from the mifinformation that has been obtruded on the 
minds of mankind. 

Among many other fubjeds in which the interefts of the 
Public are more materially concerned, the following ffieets 
prefent to the reader a complicated fcene of injuftice that 
has been pradifed towards the writer. But great as have 
been his lufferings, he has the fatisfadion to refled, that, 
unconnected with party-affairs, he has fuflaiued them .all 
in the caufe of humanity, without any partial view of his 
own. The oppreflions which have ftripped him of his 
fortune have not been able to reach his mind : and though 
Angle and unfupported againft the combined forces of 
wealth, power, influence, and connexions, he yet fees no 
ground on which he is not able to meet his enemies, from 
a confcioufnefs that the moft inveterate of them can juftly 
accule him of nothing worfe than knowing their iniquities 
and forgiving their injuries. 

He entertains no unjuft refentments againft the late Go- 
vernors and Councils of Bengal ; and his publications will 
demonftrate that he has not confulted his own intereft, in 
any of the public tranfadions in which he has been con- 
cerned. He therefore hopes no afperity of thought or ex- 
preffion will be found in any part of his writings, but fuch 
as is not only fully juftified by the fads treated of, but 
fuch as thofe fads would have made it criminal, in the 
moft unconcerned narrator, to have foftened. 

He alfo hopes apologies for imperfedions in his work 
will be thought needlefs, from the candid allowance which 
every confidcrate reader, who refleds on the embarraffc 
ments, perplexities, and difficulties which he has had to 

encounter, 
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enoounter, will be naturally difpofed to make. Errors of 
the prefs, and even imperfe&ions in compofition, he there- 
fore relies on the reader’s goodnefs to excufe. His foie aim 
has been to furnifh important information, which he has 
endeavoured faithfully to do : and for nothing elfe does he 
prefume to be a candidate for fame. 

The numerous papers contained in the Appendix are 
arranged under diftind heads, for the fake of perfpicuity, 
as to matters and dates ; and they may be confidercd as 
feparate hiftorical narrations with refpcdt to the fubje&s of 
each colle&ion. On this account many explanatory notes 
were deemed neceffary ; and if any of them (hould appear 
to be repeated in fuch a multiplicity of materials, or to have 
been given in fubftance in any part of the text, the writer, 
thereon, humbly requefts the indulgence of the candid rea- 
der, who is likewife defired to cancel the note in page 287 
of the Appendix, as the letter there referred to has been 
fince found in one feftion of the Company’s Perftan Cor- 
refpondence. 
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INTRODUCTORY MATTER: 

• f 

WITH A REFUTATION 

OF 

Mr. VERELST’i Firft Charge of Guilt 
on the W R I T E R. 


W HEN the book intitled Conjtderations ori India Affair* 
was firft fubmttted to the public, the writer did intend 
to have inferted his own cafe therein, as he could not 
furnilh any inftances 6f more unjuftifiable, arbitrary, and oppreflive 
conduit in the fuperior fervants of the Eaji India Company, than 
what he had himlelf experienced, and could fully prove. But hav- 
ing at that time, though much againft his inclination, feveral 
adtions and fuits at law depending, againft the Company and 
their late Bf’«gvt/-fervants, he carefully avoided the inlertion of 
any matter relating to himfelf ; confining his reprefentations, as 
much as his fails would admit, to general objects, in which the 
public were mod concerned. Several cogent reafons however, at 
this time, combine to render that caution unneceflary. 

pirjl, Becaufe Mr. Harry Verelfl, late Governor of Bengal, and 
principal defendant in the writers fuits, hath fmce cauftd a book 
to be publilhed,' with his name * prefixed to it, in which it evi- 
dently appears to have been his chief view, to invalidate the ftrong 
charges and true informations contained in Conjidcrations on India 
Affairs ; by heaping groundlefs accufations, with illiberal inve&ive?, 
on their author : for to that one purpofe have Mr. Verelffi writers 
actually appropriated the firft forty-two pages of their work. 

’ Secondly, Becaufe, in confequence of the oppreflive proceedings of 
Mr. Verelfl, and the other fuperior fervants or the EaJl India Com- 


• A View of the 

Bengal. 


rife, progrefs, and prefent Aate of the Engli/b gorernmeat ia 
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pany, 
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oanv. the writer hath been reduced from affluence to bankruptcy; 
while moft of his (jreditors, both m AJia and Europe, bavehtrie 
knowledge of the means whereby that rum has been effe&ed, in 
which they are eventually become the innocent fufferers ; and much 
lefs of the mefficacy, in the writer’s cafe, of the laws under which 

alone they and he cajt expefl ample juftice. 

fhirdln Becaufethe ruin of any other rcfident under the pro- 
tection of the Britijh flag in AJia, may yet be effefted by the fame 
2 Z J to the great injury of his Majefty’s AJSatic r and 
fubjefts ; again* which evils the laws at prefent exifting afford no 

^Fourthly, Becaufe, if the truth and effl.ca<^ pf Confideratms , &c. 
are to depend upon the veracity of the author, and that is to be 
decided on from pretended authorities in Mx>VerelJl s book, it w to 
be feared, that when the ruling powers of the ftate may be fram- 
ing their ultimate reJplutipns concerning jbe gov.emmfpf ot tbeiiih- 
Snate kingdams ip 7* , the minds flf too many, who for 
(he commuKr m a y Jh influenced to doubt of the moft, impor- 
tant truths, from having been infidioufly prejudiced againft 

TL kcomc f * UrnMjm 

Mttid to Jumfedf, of juftice towards huawfeoj and i of ablblutp 
Sy mipe&ng the public the writer flatters hinifelf that evpry 
^ndid mader 'will admit, the propriety. of &e mfertipn^f fyqh parts 

of it 4$ r£iat£ to Jtn$ o iwjj •, t t * • . c 4^ 

it % Wate for the caufe, of truth, that the « tf 
Sfhft .and Secret Committees .of the Ktonourable Houfe of Com* 
mons, on India affairs, in the yam ijtf* and h a Y« "W* 

iaid open and proved fo much fub^c, that 4t wftl re? 

SreSTtrouSe to eftabliffl 4 the ft* priced, w.the *gg * 

JeaAfcrjtoW, &C‘ beyond the, power of r c*vft. or mifreprefentatiop 
£ UaS In hispreifnt m&ario*U therefore, the writer will 
SToVer no part of the «CS Scribed to W .nor conceal 
S? leaft circwuftawe, within his knowledge,, that can. w 
degree contribute to the Udhiication of h« adverfsnes. To every 
cfSrge sgainft Jbunlelf he will #*?, *r eater force than, even thy wa 
«cpc^ ; and rely, for his own vindication, on the plain evidence 

of lucb Uvths as fhafl appor incontrovertible. . 

But it may be neceffary here to premife, that the oppreffonsof 
which the writer has moft reafon to complain, and in which Mi\ 
fcrelji a&ed as principal perfecutor, happened m the years 1 7 
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and 1768, though in fcarch of pretences for accufatfon, that gen- 
tleman has had recourfe to incidents which occurred andfer*snother 
government, in the year 1762 ; and by artfully mifreprefeoting, 
interweaving, and confounding diftmtt and diftant tranfa&ions, h« 
fought to apologize for, or vindicate, the oppreflwms which fix 
years afterwards were fufFered from' his own arbitrary afts. ,, 

In order, therefore, to enable the reader to judge rightly of the 
Whole of his merits or demerits, while dependent on the Fm tgli/b ■ 
Eqjl ln£a Company, the writer is under the neceffity of recurring 
back to the firft commencement of his connexions with them. And 
though the ftruggles he has been engaged in, firft with the Gover- 
nor and Councifin Bengal, and afterwards with the Eajl India Di- 
rectors in London, may, at firft light, appear mere matters of private 
or patty-contention, between him and the ruling fervants of die 
Company ; yet, upori the Whole, it will be found, that the future * 
fofoty and welfare of every fubjeft, who now is, or hereafter may 
become an inhabitant of Afia, under the fanftion of the Britifti laws, 
are deeply involved in nis caufe, and muft be greatly affefted 
by its iniie. 

Tht plunder which the fuperior fervants of the Company acqui- 
red in the year 1757, upon making their firft Nabob, Mter Ma- 
bommed Jqjjicr Ally Khawn, after the expulfion and murder of the 
Nabob Serajab al Dcvflab, not only fuddenly enabled many of them 
to return To England with princely fortunes, but introduced among 
them a foirit fo impatient of * controul, as did at laft induce the 
Court 01 Directors to <EfmUs feveral of thofe remaining, from the 
fervfcc. Tfte unetpe£ted refigftations of the fuperior fervants, the 
fudden change in the fituation of the Company, from a fimple 
commercial, to a political and military community, and the rapid 
fucceffions which the vacancies fo occasioned brought on, whereby 
young and aneapfcrieneed men were fuddenly advanced tb the 
higheft and moft important offices, influenced the Court of Eajl 
India Directors, in the year 1759, to depart from the tegular ufnge 
eftablilhed in their femce, Of recruiting the number of their civjl 
fervants from youths at the ages ef finteeft, in the capacity Of 
writers, to rife by regular fucceffion, 

• See 1 letter from Colonel JMtrt CSt V and other*, ef the 99th Dtcmbtr 1759 5 
which ooeafiontd the difalffion of the fubfcribeti, whom the DheRort thereupon or- 
dered robe feet to-Sngkmd bythe firft ftip*. Jountlt of the Horde of Common*, 
voL XXXIII. pafejwj, 

A a Na 
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No plea, however, Jffs forcible than that ofabfolute neceflity, 
could bfc jiiftlyurged in excufe for fuch a deviation from the efta- 
blifhed cuftom ; af many evils, ftnee experienced, have refulted to 
the Company from the partial abufes that followed the introduction 
of fuperTefli<jns ; when their fervants could find no fecurity in theit 
Batons, from long and meritorious fervices. But, without com- 
menting#! the propriety of the appointments fo made at that 
flpriod, the reader is to be informed, that in the year 1759, Wil- 
4 iMt Bohs petitioned the Company, in the ufual mode, to be admit- 
ted ifito their fervice : oi) which, the Court of Difedors were 
olcafed to appoint him a faClor, with nine other gentlemen, on the 
*S^/-eftabli(h incut. The motives afligned, by the Directors, for 
making of fhofc extraordinary appointments, will be feen-in the 
foHowing extraft from their general letter to Bengal, dated Lon~ 
in, tire 23d November 1759, paragraph the XL. 

“ Obferviug that fo many gentlemen of fuperior Rations on your 
« eftablilhment have refigned our fervice, and that others are pre- 
“ paring to leave it, we have thought it expedient to engage 
(i fome perfons, well experienced in bufinels, in lomc. moaliire ■ to 
n fupply that dcfeCt ; and have accordingly appointed them favors, 
“ tt> be ranked, under our Prefidency at Fort William , in the fol- 
“ lowing order, viz. 


JOHN REED, 

PETER DOWNES, . 
TA. PHILIP LYON, 
WALTER STEVENS, 
FRANCIS HARE, 


JOSEPH JEKYLL, 
JOHN WOOD, 

HENRY HALL, * ; 

WILLIAM BODLE, and . 
WILLIAM BOLTS. 


“ And we do appoint them to take their Ration on the lift, 
“ next under Mr .fhomas French ; and that .fuch their rank be 
*< conftantly prelerved, by their being at no time hereafter fufer- 
“ feded by any one who dots now, or Jhall Jland below them, without 
“ 'our exbrefs directions in that behalf." , 

Before we proceed further, it may be neccflary to give the 
reader fome information of the hate and mode of carrying on the 
trade of the Company and their fervants in India, at this period.. 


• The Directors who figned this letter were ai follow : Peter Godfrey, John Boyd, 
Henry CrM Boulton, Charles Cutts, John Harrifon, George Dudley, John Browne, 
Oeoree Rooke, 36urchier Wilton, Henry Hadley, George Steevens, Cbnjhpher Baron, 
miltatn Thornton, Fitz William Barrington, Richard Seward, Jacob Bofan<piet,‘ John 
Raymond, Frederick Pigou, S . Harrifon, Thomas Waters, Richard Smith. 
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. The old Eajl India Company, when their trade, in Bengal \ was 
very inconfiderable, had agreed with the Nlbob, th#t tf*i| goods 
fhould pafs duty-free within his dominions, ujfc» the annual pay- 
ment of 3000 rupees into his treafury at Hor,gh\ which pihilige 
was confirmed by the Emperor Aurungzebe. Upon the anion of 
the two Companies, in the year 1702, the newjtfni^d Company ' 
l’ucceeded of courfe to the enjoyment of all the immiu4tics*hot- 
fefled by the old one. The experience which they had had, before 
the year 1700, of the advantages to be acquired ovef an tfidjh 
rabble, by the regular military-difeipline of Europeans , emLoltlaieij* 
them to insist on the privilege of trading * cuftom-free, as their ’ 
right. At this early period it was not unufual for the fervants S# 
the Company to + cover, under their duftuck, the goods of the 
natives, and people of other countries, thereby defrauding 
government of its duties. Such practices occafioned fr^fu#r>t ^ 

* Extraft of the Company's General Letter to Fort William'. 

I Dated the 26th Feb. 1702-3. * 

44 You muft infift upon it, as our right, that we be cuftomfrce in Bengal Patna , and 
« Orijfa , on the payment of 3000 rupees a year ; that our duftucks pafs in all places ; 4 
« that our grant of Calcutta and adjacent towns be continued j and that all otiifcr 

II privileges and advantages, obtained by the old Company formerly, or by .them, or 
« the new Company of late, be enjoyed by this United Company, according to the true 
« meaning and full intent of the faid grams; and we would have the fervants of each 
“ Company do all they can to keep us in quiet enjoyment of the faid privileges, by re* 

*< presenting to the government, you are now th« English National Company-, 

“ juftly intitled to thpfe privileges.” See Reports of the Honourable Houfc oi Com- 
mons 177(3 Mil 1773, yol. III. page 477. * 


f Extrafl of the Company's General Letter to Fort William. 
Dated the 2d of March 1702-3. 


44 Our privileges in Bengal of being cuftom free, except the yearly acknowledgment 
« of 3000 rupees, are fo eflential a property to this Company, and of fuch great irnpor* 
«« ranee to us, that it requires the utmoft Ready care and fidelity to prefer vc them. It 
44 was an expenfive war, a ftoppage of trade, and other accidents that retrieved them, 
44 after they had been loft chiefly by the feuds among our fervants ; who , to jujfify 
44 their own quarrels , expofed the unfaithfulnefs of their chief to the government ; that he 
44 covered the Moors and other nations goods by our dtt/lucks, and thereby defrauded 
44 the Nabob and other Governors of their duties. To prevent the like evil for the 
44 future, we order you to caufe a commonweal, or chop, to be made, for the fealing*>f 
41 duftucks and other public ufes, with fuch words, or motto, as you (hall judge moft 
44 proper; which fcal, or chp , we would have remain in 4he tuftody of the Secretary, 
44 under the keys, or feals of our two chairmen, not to be ufed but jn the prefence of 
44 then* both : and the Secretary muft atteft and regirter all duftucks which you grant, 
44 and which we hereby direft /ball be granted for Englirt \ people's goods, and no others'* 


Ibid. 


embroils 
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' embroils with the tyaljpSs of Bengal, or their officers ; and, on ac- 
count affych'ilficfLtrnde, the Company were often obliged fo pay 
confidcrable Turns 'of money, by way of fines ; For as the trade of 
^the Cotnpany and their fervants increafed to an unexpc&ed degree, 
their Vadu i 4 duty-free occafioned great lofs in duties to the Nabobs, 
audits ve^injurious to the native merchants. In order, there- 
fore^ toffiffiaifi a further fan&ion fot this indulgent privilege, in 
f ea# 1 7 1 5 , the embafly was Tent to Dehly which obtained the 
NFiunaun from the Mogul Emperor, Furru&tfeer, whereby 
tHfe gfftarefr latitude was given ro the Cdmparty, of trading duty** 
£rec, in all articles, throughout the whole dominions of the Mogul. 

Although at tills period all the Englijh in Behgal traded under 
the li^idiorvo& the Company’s duftuck, yet it had not been cufto- 
niary /or thcrii to trade in fait. Or grain ; and therefore when they 
fifth ^tentpte^ fo to do, in the year 1718, under privilege of their 
Virmaun duty-free, it occafioned + complaints to be fent, by the 
government-officers at Hoogly , to the Court at Murjhedabad. And, 
as tpany difoutes had arifen with the Indian government, from the 
licentious - ule made of the privileges granted to the Company; in 
Otder ID prevent abufes of the duftuck-rights in future, the Direc- 
’ tors did, from time to time, make various regulations of reft taint j 
and at laft, in the year 1 748, they confined the ufe of them to their 
covenanted fcrvants only, and forbad their being granted on any 
other occafion, except for fuch goods as were brought from the 
interior country by contraftors, on their account, or for fuch goods 
as any merchant fhould buy of the Company, to be CarHed inland. 
In all other cafes, every perfon was to profecute trade according to 
the kbown eftablifhed-laws of the country. 

Such were clearly the ideas of the feveral Courts of Directors, 
from the firft J foundation of the Company* Trade was to he 

free, 

* That*’ the reader may judge for hhnfelf of the meaning of this Firms tin, we have 
given a copy of the PerRan original, (which we have procured Once the publication of 
the firft part of Conjtde rat tins , &c.) with a finally literal tranflatioa (unjoined. See 
Appendix, Letter A. Number II. pages 6 and it. 
if See Appendix A. Number III. page 13. 

t In .further fnpport of this aflertion, it may not be improper to recite the following 
extraft from a book, intitled, “ An Impartial Vindication of tht Englifh Eaft India 
“ Company , from Um unjufi and glanderous imputations caji upon them in a trtatj/i , inti* 
a tied* A JuJlificattin of the Directors of the Netherlands Eaft India Company ; printed, 
•• London , anno 1688, page an, viz. 

4t Though we have owned before (a$ we can never dilown what is juft in itfclf) (hit 
it is Uwful for any nation, in India > to make cxclufivc contrails with any Prince or 

people 
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free, but abufes were to be prevented, ^nd in furyort of the * 
authorities already quoted on thefe points, iMlpp^r^ ,py tbe^wno^ 

people there, end to ftcure the'performtnceof thofe «>ntr»^ 

Qinfoch contrafHng Indian Prince* dominion* : yet fojuft and Aw k the 
mnanv that they do not only allow refreihmett* ofcll km® the 
Poftugucz,, and all nation* in amity with our ^gnjord 
« wdl nTtive* a* Antov } but alfo do allow them free Uberty o| all man- 

r to y thStent that merchant* of aH nation, may jtnow with what liberty, tantf, wi 4 
freedom they may tefort to both or either of thofe place*. 

Par. 37 - “ And that there mav he no donbui to SjXdbf 

bentS* w the dM* k » haeby M jj ^gZSgml every ‘merchant 

ihpQmtW* ***■■ (“JSSJ fiu beintitSd to a duftock, for importing what- 
wb° the .ConiPWh W * . - exporttt i on 0 f the fame, vinlefs, 

befij^Jtbjm, qpr wed»» * , fcife declaration, on rcquefllng foe 

*** «*«*** m 



SSfiSiSSdSUat^T . « i l ^£S |, ” ,1 “" b ‘ rd ‘ 0 "” ’ 

government, by mean* of #n 7 a , h f ame> to the country government, om of 
mitted fuch abufefhali the country-gotc, nment, M a pec* 

S' taUTfaS^' «< * cyffi “ ht ^ 

sr« - - 
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pf <ihe cort^fpond^pce 8f the Dire&ors, down to the year 1764, 
that they* fentimtnts were In favour of the freedom of trade, and 
of difcouraging all monopolies, except their own. In the year 
^ 1 7^7, *Miey ga^'e exprels directions to their refpeCtive Prefidencies, 

* “®That a k perlbns under the protection of the Company fhould 
u £iate th^iberty of reforting to, and trading at all and any of the 
(i Company’s fcttlements in the Eaji Indies , and at all other places 
u within the Company’s limits, in as full, true, and cxtenhve a 
‘V manner as the red of the Company’s fervants, they paying the 
* duties, "according to the ufual and cuftomary rates eftablifhed at 
u Inch places. And all perfons who fhould refort to, or trade, 
44 cither by thcmfelvcs or their agents, at Fort St. George , Fort 

And hitherto enjoyed by the Company, and thofc under our protection, you are , at atl 
event t, to rejiji fitch unjuji attempts ; and if you cannot procure relief by amicable means, 
you are to obtain it by making ufe of all the force you have , as we with, on no account, 
to fubmit to any innovation, which may, either at prefent or hereafter, difgrace the 
Company, or be prejudicial to her interefts.” Vide Reports, vol. HI. page 478. 

4 Copy of the 43d paragraph of the Company’s general letter to Fort William . Dated the 
' 19th February 1762. 

4 4 By the dire&ions we gave in our letter of the ift dpril 1760, we meant, that the 
Nabob (hould not be defrauded of his duties by any abufe of the duftuck, ttor private 
traders opprejfed ; but as it appears, by your advices of the 1 6th January 1761, that 
the farming the duties of the Nabob, and the other methods we have pointed out, arc 
not practicable, we rauft therefore acquiefee in their not being carried into execution. 
At the fame time wc repeat and enforce what we mentioned in our laid letter, that, at 
all events, the duftucks are to be put upon fuch a footing as to fecure the government 
t their duties, and enable the merchants to pay our cuftoms.” Ibid, page 481. » 

Mr. Vanjittarty who was as well acquainted with this matter as any man, In his 
anfwer to a pamphlet of the late Direftor, Scrqfton , upon this fnbjeCI, and particularly 
the tf«dc in fait, concludes thus : 44 Many books and papers were loft at the capture of 
44 Calcutta in 1756, of which the Directors being advifed, they formed, in 1758, a 
44 new fyftem, or collection of laws, for the government of their fervants in Bengal ; 
44 among which laws, nothing is mentioned on the fubjeCf of the inland-trade. . Upon 
44 t]ie whole, l muft repeat, that there was not, according to the beft of my knowledge, 
44 any exprefs order againft this trade, until the 8th February 1764. It was treated in 
44 genetal as illicit, as not being a Firmaun-privilege, and under that to be carried 
4i q 1 cujlom-free ; but it feemed always left open for the inhabitants refiding under the 
44 Company’s protection to deal in, equally with the other inhabitants of tne country, 
44 under the Nabob’s pafs, and paying his duties. 

* 44 The orders of the 8th February 1764, were of very ftiort duration ; ' for two 
44 months after their arrival came an explanation, which brought the matter back to the 
44 footing juft mentioned. The agents in Bengal were informed, as the Diiettor fays, 
44 that 44 LordCV/'tv and the Committee would have powers to regulate the inland- 
44 tude anorie adds, ,<4 meaning to regulate it fo, that it fhould neither be oppref- 

44 fi\e to the natives, nor hurtful to the Nabob’s revenue." See a letter to the Pro- 

pi ietors of Eaji Jtulia Stock, from Henry Vanjittart, printed for J, Ncwbery 1767, 
pages 121 and 122. 

♦ 


William 
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x< William, or Bombay, and their refpeSive dependencies? vxre td*buy 
«« and fell publicly or privately* as they therntelvd? Ihoufci clioofe, 

« dealings freely; and without repaint, , with, \vhomfoe\^r they 
v Ihould think proper : and if. contrary to this settle, they 

be opprefled, or injured by any perfon whattoever Jfuch^perfon * 
« or perfons, let their rank be what it might, JhdWd incur the 
<« higheft 4iCplcstfure aud refentmeut of the Court.*' _ * 

By the covenants which William Bolts entered into with the 
Company, in the year 1759, he was authorized to tode in mv 
port, or place, within the limits of their charter'; fubjert to fuch 
lawful regulations and limitations as the Court of Dirertors had 
already cftablilhed, or might from time to time, thereafter, dirert 
and appoint. With refpert to trade, therefore, he* was undoubt- 
edly tjo be allowed the fame privileges as every other perlba relid- 
; n or under the protection of the Briti/h laws j and by the indulgent^ 
order of the Court of Directors, as hath already been (hewn, he 
was not to be fuperfeded without their exprefs directions. Admit- 
ting then, that the Dirertors even pofifeffed a right to withdraw their 
nait of the exprefs compart under which he went- out to India, 
nis right to trade, under the clbtiWhed l^gaHimitations, yet from 
the authorities already produced, it will evidently follow, that he 
could not be legally deprived of that right, nor fuperfeded, .unlels 
for reafonable caufe, and by the exprefs order of thirteen or more 
of the Eqjl India Dirertors ; with whom he had covenanted on be* 

half of the Company. . . * 

In confequence of his appointment, and under thefe condmon*, 

the writer proceeded to Bengal, where, on his arrival, he firft ap- 
nlied htmfelf wholly to the acquifition of the Bengal dialect ; which, 
though the moft ufcful of any, either in matters of .revenue or 
commerce in Bengal, yet being the fpeech of the inferior orders of 
Beo ple in that country, he found had been umverlally ncglcrted by 
the P fervants of the Company, for the Hindojlan ; a dialert intro* 
duced with mahommedamlm, and which the fuper.or natives, in 
their intercourfes with the Moguls , their former, and the Europeans, 
their prefent mailers, now moftly affert to fpeak. , 

Being fuccefsful in his endeavours, he was enabled, by this a<T- 
nuiiition. to reap many benefits in his intcrcoudc and dealings with 
3 ie natives. He had likewife an advantage over man»ot the Com* 
nanv's fervauts, in having been regularly bred to buhneis, almolt 
from his childhood, in a merchant’s accomptmg-houle. 


B 
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Thefe advantages, with an habitual turn to fedulous application, 
were, in a Abort time after his arrival, the means of introducing 
him into a partnerlhip,' on equal terms, with Mr. John JohnJkne 
•and*Mr. WilliaitL Hay , two gentlemen pf the Council at Calcutta' i 
and the feveral employments to which he had been appointed, by 
the favour of the then * Governor and Council, ' requiring his con- 
tinuance in Calcutta ; he there, of courfe, became the a&ing partner 
in the affairs of John/lone, Hay, and Bolts, at a time when the trade 
ofc Bengal flourifhed under a Nabob who was. thought too inde- 
pendent. Indeed the Nabob CoJJim Ally Khawn had much at heart 
the reftraining of the trade of the Company and their Servants ; 
who were equally determined on lupporting thofe immunities which 
they claimed as their rights, under the hirmaun of the EmperOr 
}'urruUfeer ; in which they had been encouraged by the if Direc- 
tors, 


- The Governor and Council had been pleafed to entrufi him, at one and the fame 
time, with the different offices of Secretary, Accomptant, and Treafurer to the Com- 
mittee of new lands, inflituted by Mr. Vanfittart j and when his partner, Mr. Hay, wa$ 
fent with Mr. Amy at t on the deputation to Mongkeer, he was further entrufted with 
Mr. Hay’t department in that Committee, viz. the Colleftor&ip of the province of 
Magurah, 

Copy of the 7 1 A Paragraph of the Company’* General Letter to Bengal. Dated the 9th 

of March 1763. 

•* From a view of the proceeding* of the Committee of new lands, we have great 
reafon to be fatisfied with their clofe attention to this branch of the fervice. The maa- 
ner of keeping thofe account* is as we would have it and your intention of follow- 
ing our direftions, to let the lands in fmaller lots, when the prefent leafes expire, will, 
we flatter ourfelves, contribute greatly to the increafe of the revenues.” 


(Signed) George Dudley, 

Tho. Waters, 
Cbriji. Baron, 
John Dorrien, 

4 John Browne, 

Henry Hadley, 


G. Stetvens, 

John Mai\fbip, 
Charles Gough, 
Richard Seward, 
F, W. Barrington, 
Timothy Tullie, 


Tho. Rout, 
Richard Warner, 
William Webber, 
Robert Burrow, 
Henry Savage, 
William 'Thornton, 


In the year 1761, even Mr. YereJl thought fo favourably of the writer, that he wrote 
from Chittigong in the flrongeft terms in bis favour, recommending him to be fent up 
in Council to that faftory. 


X Copy of the 66th and 67th Paragraphs of the Company’* General Letter to Bengal* 
Dated the 25 th of March 1757. 

Par. 66 . “ It is with much concern we obferve, in your detail of tranfaftion* with 
the country-government, that every circumftance and opportunity affords pretentions for 
exaftions. It is impoffible for us to mark out any precife rules for your conduft in ge- 
neral, We can only fay, that you are to be jealous in preferving our Firmaun-rights. 
«i 2 amt 
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tofs, even to the; giving of prote&ion to the natives, for fear ot 
fubje&ing the Etigli/b flag to contempt. 

It furely cannot be thought extraordinary, that a youpg man, 
juft ,come into the country* ftiould, on this ,fubjett* adopt the Sen- 
timents of ; all the oldeft and moft rcfpeftable ftrvants of the Com- 
pany ; who were of opinion, that* by the terms of the Firmaun, 
tb© Company and their fervants had a right to trade duty-free, in 
every article, without diftin&ion of inland- trade, or foreign expor- 
tation. At a fubfequent period, when this queftion was lolemnly 
debated in Council, each member finally giving his opinion in 
writing, Meffrs. * Fanfttart and Haflings, the Nabob’s particular 
friends, gave the only two voices, out of twelve, agaiuft the free- 
dom then decided to be a right. 

ft was, however, more a contcft for power and indcpendance than 
for the value of the duties, that influenced the conduit of the 
Nabpb Meer Cofwt, in all his difputes, at this period, with the Go- 
vernor and Council. Befidcs, he had no confidence in any of the 
remaining members of the board at Calcutta , except Mr. Vanfittart 
and Mr. H^fiings', who had been principally inftrumental in raifing 
him to, the Mufnud, and whofe + private trade he protected. 

and privileges 5 and when any fums of money are demanded, or any oppreffions endea- 
voured to be hid on our trade, or other wife, that’ you Witt obviate or fettle them upon 
the beft terms you can j induing which our great dependence mull be placedin your 
icnfe and care. , 

Par. 67. Among many other unreafonable demands, that made upon you for the 
Cotmoh'ttSt&t is of a very pernicious nature, as it tends to render ourproteEiian of nt 
efetl, tnd fubjeftlng the Englijb flag to contempt We find this affoir was not brought 
loan ifiiienpon the comfag away of your laft advices •„ but we hope ybur.ftcadinofs and 
refolution will difappoint Hakeembtg in! h‘» oppfefi|ve Slid Iterative views, and confirm 
the rich natives who refide in the Company’s limits, that their perfons and effcfls will 
be fecure.” . , 

■ T\ie Vanfitlart'i Narrative, Vol. If. pagfes 3t6 to 395. 

f See thi evidence givep by itanhik* Baffin, Efq; before the Selefl Committee oF 
the Honourable Houle of Commons. Reports,' voL III. plge 361.- — By one latter 
« (Of the Nabob Cojfm dtty Khavm’t) which ' fell into the hands of the Engl{/b, it ap- 
<• peared, thdt the NabOb had orderitd the man to whom it wss addrefled, to Hop the 
“ Eugk/b'ia their trade, 1 all he thir fneridsMWTrs. Vahfittkf > t'M&. itafiings {—That the 
v* hid letter 1 ought to be ftpoh the'eooMaftdtu } arid be wa| lurri that the words “ all, 
« btit my' friends 'Vdhfittah 'arid' ’INj/mA,* 1 ’or to that purpofe, wefe-io the let/eh 
« read at the board,' 'apdhhat the ofdef was to Hem the trade.” See alfo the fame 
Reports, page' 34 a.' of theNabob (MmjUy Khaim's letter to Mahvmmed 

Ally, the Ndib ’iX The Govfcrnpr writes ;to’hle ; ‘ that you interrupt his own 

44 gomaftah. . tibtwithftaoding, in the paper of rtgril^rioni, there is no dmlnftion of 
private or pu&iie, $dt ak the Governor is my friend, 1 iecordingly write to you; oot 
_ •• to impede the gomaflab of hie private trade, that may have with bim'chHer the Cio- 
H .vcrnor’s or Company’s duftuck.” 

B 2 
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Meffi s. "johnflone and Hcty having difapprovcd of the revolution 
in Meer Corn's favour, and on many occafions taken a decifive 
part in Council agfiinft him, every poffibte * obftru&ion was art- 
fully contrived to the profecution of the bufinefs of their partner*. 
Ihip. An inferior ‘officer of the Nabob's, a Eowzdar in tne pro*- 
vince of Purttea , without any reafonable caule, had actually pn> 
hibitcd the inhabitants, under feVere penalties, from buying, fell** 
ing to, or having any dealings with the agents of Johnfime, Hay y 
and Bolts } which unwarrantable obftru&iou, in the month of No- 
vember 1762, induced the partners to write a letter on the fobjeft 
to that officer. 

As the frinre which the writer had in that trimfa&ion appears to 
be one of Governor Vereljt s moft weighty accufations of him, in 
apology for his own indefenfibfe conduffc in the year 1,768, it be- 
comes neccffary to lay the whole tranftuSHon before the public. 

In the narration of thefe -old affairs, the writer is unavoidably 
forced, by Mr. Vtreljl, 'more frequently than 'he could wiffi, to., 
frifrufb the venerable afhes of the late Mr. Vanfittart, than whom, 
with all his faults (from which no man is exempt) the “Company 
never had, nor probably ever will have, a left exceptionable Go- 
vernor, or a more worthy man in their lervice. 

Mr. Vunfimrt, perhaps nqt left a&uated by^ jealouly toq frequent 
between competitors, iu trade;, than .offended at all interference, by 
correfpondetice, with the officers of the Nabob’s government, as an 
encroachment on xvhat lie deemed his own ‘prerogative ; complained 
greatly to the Council at Calcutta of this letter, written by th« 
partners JohnJhmt, i/rry, and Bolis y to the Fowzdar of Purnca, 
Mr. Vanfi forth eonjplanfr was as follows : . 

* See the evidence of Gettcra), 7 *f&a Carnac, in tbe.fame-R^pprt*, jtugejou. M That 

** thofeio the Engtf/b admloiftration, who were (he friendsof Cojfim dlly Kktwn, look. 
« great pains to have it reprefeftted, that what was called \\\<± inknd trade wss the 
“ loorce of our difagreementwith him, and were vary induikknia in proving that 'trade 
“ illegal.” And again.-r-Tr'‘ That the^ahob.had been iodufrrioufly taught t^baliew, 
•• that every E/)gli]bneii 'nbo did hot improve, of -the texolonon »ws. 1 hqftile ; to'him,.^nd 
« from thence he had heep.-guiUy of lethal inftances otdifr^fpisft totbem.’W-^How 
hr the evidence here.givfn mfty hpu'.t^en infleejKcdty .the.aecplJeAkiq^f oJd fwrty*- 
difpuies, is left to ttfc coniidejation of the feeder. (Candour hoWewr i?qt»iiea, that wo 
fltould give him a caution thereon t and to gwdehis.judgmtM.jiv the matter, .\v«,rjwottt- 
jmend to his perufhl a letter frpqa. Major CwMC.ta the. ritfidcntaud CoMixil/ut-AiWta, 
dated the 14th of December iffy,, with Mr. Vanfitbtrt'i anfwer, tu they iiand o» the 
confultations of the tub December, 17 66 : which. ai$, mifwtcd ,in out Appendix, .Jitter 
A. Auplkv ill. :',...* 

■ o Extra# 
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ExtraS of a Letter from Governor V anfittart to the Council at Calcutta. 

Dated Mongheer, the 1 $th December 1762. 

* “ Inclofed I fend for your perufal two Perfan letters, deli* 

“ vered to me by the Nabob, with their tranflations. One from 
u Mr. Cartier to Mabonuned Ally, tire Collector of the Dacca 
“ diftri&s, which, if 1 underftand right (for the expreflions are 
“ rather obfeure) is wrote in a very improper {Vile, and tends to • 
“ encourage and promote thofe evils which we have taken fo much 
44 pains to remedy, I mean a jenloufy and miftruft between us and 
44 'the Nabob. I requeft you will be plealed to call on Mr. Cartier 
“ for an explanation of his meaning, and give him fuch a caution 
“ on the occafion as to you fhall feem neccflary. 

“ The other, from Meflrs. Johnfone, Hay, and Bolts to Sheer 
44 Ally Khcvwn , Fovvzdar of Purnea , indorl'cd by Mr. Bolts in 
“ Engh]t, and written I imagine by him, in the name of the 
lt partner (hip. Whoever reatls this letter, muft naturally conclude 
u no other government fubfifted amongft us, lincc it was left to 
‘‘ Mr. Bolts to aflert the privileges of the Firmaun, and vindicate, 
M in the name of the Englijb, the freedom of the Company’s 
“ duftuck. Such notions, if propagated in the country, mult 
44 needs b e prejudicial to the Company’s affairs, by weakening. 
14 their government ; and it is for this reafon die Company have 
“ forbid letters to be written to die country-government by any 
44 perfon excepting the Prcfident, or with his approbation. 1 never 
44 refufed to apply for redrefs for any grievance that the gentlemen 
M in the fervicc, and all other inhabitants of the fettlement, have 
“ applied to -me about ; and in eafc of my illnefs, or ableucc, Mr. 
“ Amyatt was ready to give them the lame uffjffauce. I muff: 
‘ 4 therefore -recommend to you to inffift fuch cenfure, or punilh- 
inent ba 'Mr. Bolts, as {hall foem to you neceflary, for. prevent* 
44 ing fuch irregularities in futui*. 1 could wilh alio, that it were 
44 itmdqa rule. tor die chiefs of the fubordinate factories, and all 
“ otheqs, vital they writ? letters to the country-government, ,td . 
U Ifign them,, that, in carte oftheir being produced afterwards, they 
“ may he known to be authentic.” 

• ttanflation of this offenfive letter is as- follows : 

'' i 

**$Li VanJJuart't Narrative,^ vut II. jugp 14$.. 

(inflation* 



H 


CONSIDERATIONS ON 


'T'ranfation of a Perfian Letter from Slejfrs. Johnftone, Hay, and 
Bolts, to Mccr Sheer Ally Khawn, Fowzdar of P'urnea. 

* “ Our gdmaftah, Ramchurn-dafs , being gone into thofe parts» 
“ meets with obftruftion from you, in whatever bufinefs he un- 
“ dertakes ; moreover, you have publifhed a prohibition to this 
“ effeft : That whoever lhall have any dealings with the Engljh f 
“ you will feize his houfe, and lay a fine upon him. In this man- 
“ ner you have prohibited the people under your' jurifdiftion. We 
“ were furprized at hearing of this affair, becaufe the royal Fir- 
“ maun, which the Englijh, nation is poffeffed of, is Violated by this 
“ proceeding. But the Englijh will by no means fuffer, with 
“ patience, their Firmaun to be broke through ; we therefore ex- 
“ peft that, upon the receipt of this letter, you will take off the 
“ order you have given to tne Ryots , and in cafe of your not doing 
“ it, we will certainly write to the Nabob, in the name of the 

Engl/fj, and fend for fuch orders from him, that you lhall reftore 
“ fully and entirely whatever lofs the Englijh have 'fbftalned, or 
“ lhall fuftain by this obftruftion ; and that you lhall recent hav- 
“ ing thus interrupted our bufinefs in defpite of the royal Fir- 
“ maun. After reading this letter, we are perfuaded you will 
“ defift from interrupting it, will aft agreeably to the rules qf 
“ friendlhip, and fo that your amity may appear; and 'will by no 
“ means ftop the Company’s duftuck.” 

The writer’s juftification in this tranfaftion will appear From the 
following letter, wrote to the Council at Calcutta , and the proceed- 
ings of tne board on that occafion, 

•f- Copy of a Letter from Mejfrs. John Johnftone and Wiliiam Hay 
to the Council. Bated the 14/A JanuSry i 763. 

“We have received the copy of a letter, wrote by the Prelident 
“ to the board, complaining of Mr. Bolts' s conduft in writing a 
“ letter in the name of Meffrs. JohnJlone, Hay, and Bolts, to the 

Purnea. Fowzdar, reprefenting the grievances and oppreffioris 
“ that our gomaftahs met with, in tranlafting our bulinefe in that 

/ ‘ ‘ » * * 

* Vcnfittart'i Narrative, vol. II. page 149, The reader will pleafe toobfervfc that 

there a irorejuA ai d favourable tranlJation of this letter made by Mr. Cujfltn the 
Company’s Perfian trauflator, laid before the board ; but we cannot exhibit it for want 
of » copy. . - 

t VanfiUtrt’s Naff.' vol. II. page aop, 


country, 
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“ country, and aflerting the privileges of the Firmaun ; and at the 

“ fame time- recommending to you, to inflift a cenlure, or punilh- 
“ ment, on Mr. Bolts for the lame. We therefore think it neeef- 

«« fary, and our duty to inform you, gentlemen, that Mr. Fanfit- 

a tart, when he call the whole of that tranl’a&ion on Mr. Bolts , 
“ did it not with any good reafon, as we were both acquainted 
«» w ith the contents of that letter, and of its being lent ; and we 
“ cannot help thiuking, from the terms of his letter, that it was 
« wrote with no other defign than to (hew how blameable we were 
“ in his eyes, and how we ought to be treated : but we hope you, 
“ gentlemen, will judge otherwife. Wc are lo far from thinking 
•< with the Prefident, that it is criminal to aflert the privilege 
u Q f the Firmaun, that we think every one that docs not, little 
“ deferves the benefit of it ; and that its being alTertcd in private 
«i letters, can never weaken the Company’s government, or prove 
“ prejudicial to their true intereft. 

“ The juftnefs of our gomaftah’s complaints, to which we refer, 
“ and which gave occafion to our letter to Sheer Ally Khatun , wilt 
“ appear by his anlwer *, in which he acknowledges, that, by the 
“ Nabob’s orders, our trade lhall be entirely confined to that of 
« re ady-money purchafes, contrary to the eftablilhed cuftoms 
“ throughout the country, and which mull of confequence put a 
“ ftop to all trade, or fetter it in a manner unknown before, in 
a the .word of times in Bengal. 

“ Our letter, as tranllated by Mr. Gu/Jlon, which we now lay 
“ before the board, we hope will appear unexceptionable ; for 
“ when it is faid, in cafe we do not find an end was put to the 
“ opprellions which we complained of, that wc would make ap- 
“ plication to the Nabob, for redrel’s for ourfclves and others, it is 
•t n ot to be imagined, that we Ihould have procured this appiira- 
“ tion to the Nabob otherwife than from your board ; and this 
a was our intention. But Mr. Vanjitla>t is of a different opinion, 
a and takes great exception at its being laid to be done in the 
a Englijh name, and redrefs obtained for others. Had he thought 
“ proper to have mentioned it to either of the partners rcliding in- 
“ Calcutta , he might have been llitislied, that there was no bad 
“ defign in ufing the word others, but that it was introduced. 
“ entirely by miuake ; and we have reafon to think, 'Mr. Vanft- 
a tart was not unacquainted with the contents of that letter beloie 
“ he left Calcutta, as our gomalfah wrote us, after the receipt of 
« the letter, the Fowzdar would not lend u-. his anlwer till it was. 

“ approved 
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“ approved of by the Prefident, for which purpofe it was lent by 
“ tne Fowzdar, with one of his own, to Calcutta ; and we did 
“ not receive the anfwer till fome days after Mr. Vanfittart' s dc- 
“ .parture from Calcutta. 

“ The unwillingnels the Prefident had to believe complaints of 
“ this nature, and more particularly that they were owing to the 
“ Nabob’s orders, induced us to addrefs Sheer Ally Khawn in the 
“ manner we did, to fee whether he would anfwer us, as he did 
“ our gomaftah ; and on this to have a foundation for applying to 
4 ‘ your honourable board for redrefs. You will pleafe’to remark, 

“ that Sheer Ally Khawn reprefents dadney advanced for goods, as 
u money lent out at intereft, which latter bulinefs our gomaftahs 
“ never carried on ; and we cannot conceive, that the mifbeha- 
“ viour of a few gomaftahs, in that, or any other way, when 
“ proved, joined to the many groundlels complaints of the go- 
“ vernment, fhould be efteemed fufficient cauie for the Nabob to 
“ uiurp, or we to give up the privileges of the Englfij Company 
•“ in this country ; when, at the fame time, Co many well-ground* 
“ ed caufes of complaint have been given by the lervants of the 
“ Nabob, to thole who, by the Company’s indulgence, have the 
“ privilege of duftucks (and of courle are exempt from all duties) 
“ and their protection. That thefe privileges, for leveral months, 
41 have been greatly infringed in lome parts, and entirely taken 
“ away in others, by the country-government, is what we, as well 
“ as moft Englfh traders, except the Prefident, have leverely felt in 
“ our private fortunes. 

“ We have received a letter from our agent, Mr. Robinfon at 
“ Gualpitrah, informing us of the difficulties he laboured under, 
“ from the obftaclcs thrown in the way of our trade, and the dan- 
•“ ger with which he was threatened by the Fowzdar of Ranga- 
“ malty, whicli he reprefented as greatly fomented and increaled 
“ by the arrival and practices of one Gongaram Metre , who was 
“ come there in Augufi , and afl'umed to himfclf, on the ftrength 
“ of his perwanah from the Governor, the office of inqviifnor and 
“ fupervifor of the agents of the Englfij, &c. in thofe parts. The 
“ perwllnah, extracts of Mr. Robmforis letter, Gongaratn Metre's 
“ letter to Mr. Tehcira, and the letter from the Rangamatty Fovvz- 
“ dar to Mr. Robinfon, are fubmitted to your cotilideration. Some 
“ of thelc were forwarded to the Governor, requefting the necef- 
lary rcdrels ; in anlwer, \vc have received, through him, a per- 
44 wanali from the Nabob to the Fowzdar of Ra/igamatty, as per 
6 “ iubjoinej 
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<* fubjoined tranflation, dire&ing him not to obftrud our trade, or 
“ colled duties on goods provided for exportation, or that come 
V from Calcutta with a duff uck, but to levy the ufunl duties on 
“ other gtx)ds, and to fend to himfelf and the Prcfident, an ac- 
*< count of the rates according to which they pay. This, we 
“ humbly conceive, is contrary to the articles of our treaty with 
the Nabob, and reduces us again to thole privileges we enjoyed- 
“ before the time, of Meer faffler Khawti, and which we imagine 
“ was not the fentiments of the majority of the board at the time 
“ the Prefident left it. By this perwanah, however, we have not 
got. the leaf! fatisfadion for the intuits and lofles wc have l'ul- 
“ tained, by obftruding our trade, both inland and Calcutta ; but, 
“ on the contrary, it is left to the Kowzdar’s diredion, who has 
“ been guilty of the violences and Ioffes we complained of, to fix 
“ the rates of the duties on the different articles of inland-trade, on 
“ which, to the belt of our knowledge, the Company’s fervants 
“ that have traded there fince the treaty with Jaffier /llh Khava , , 
“ never yet paid any, ami of courfe (here could be no cuftom to 
“ follow. This , fob erne, fhould it take; place, would reduce us 
“ to a footing, Witli (if not below) the traders of the country, as 
“ is the wifh 6f the Governor’s agent in that part, probably in the. 
“ imagination, that this may be a means of throwing rhe whole 
“ trade into their hands, by the extraordinary intereft Mr. Vanjit - 
“ tart has with the Nabob. 

“ Whatever opinion the Prefident may entertain of Mr. Cartier , 
“ or Mr. *' Chevalier , they bavc had the happinefs hitherto to be. 
“ dleemcij by every body that knows them. The gentleman wc 
“ lent up, Mr. Rohinjbn, had the permiffion and approbation of 
“ rhe |ioard; we think, therefore, if liich grievances as were 
‘‘ alleged againft pngli/b agents and gomnftahs, really exifted in 
“ thole parts, the fubje&ing them to the Icrutiny aud fupesvifal of 
“ black dependants, of whatever denomination, without the know- 
“ ledge of the board, was an indignity offered to.it, tp us, and to 
“ every gentleman concerned; and, however the propagating of 
“ fudi notions i» this country may ffrve to ftrengnieii tlie hands 
“ of the government, we humbly conceive it pan give, hut a very. 
“ odd opinion of the other members to whom it. is jointly civ 
“ trufted. 
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“In the courfe of the bufinefs we have carried on-,, we have 
•* met with the greateff impediments in almoft all parts, but in par- 

ticular in Purnea, Rmgpoor , and the diftri&s of Gualparah and* 
« Rangamatty, from- the different Fowzdars, Zemindars, Mr.. 
a * Moore, Gongaram ■ Metre , &c. the accounts of which, as we 
•f have received them feom- our agents, we now lfty- before you, 
“ and hope you will procure for us that fatisfa&ion and* redrefs' 
“ which \ve have hitherto been unable to obtain.” 


At a Confultation held the 17th of January 1763. 

f “ Mclfbv Jphuftone and Hay (end in a letter to the board,, 
« regarding the Perfian letter which they wrote, tQ. Sheer Ally, 
“ Kha*vn,. the Fowzdar of Purnca, alfo copies apd-<xtra&S of fun?. 
“ dry letters and papers relative thereto. . 

“ The fame being trow read, the- board are of opinion, that they , 
“ /efficiently account for, and vindicate thofe gentlemen, in that tranf -. 
“ a Am.” 

Upon this decifion of the Council on the fubjeft of this letter,, 
Mr. V unfit tart, at, a Confutation held on the ift February 1 763,, 
entered a long minute, wherein he conclude* the fubjett in the, 
following words : . 

1 “ As you have been plfcafcd to give, it as. your opinion, that, 
“ Nleffrs. fohnjlone, Hay, and Bolts, did properly in writing a letter, 
“ to Sheer Ally , the Fowzdar of Purnea, in their own name,, inftead 
“ of applying tp the Prefklent, of cojurfe, . every. other, merchant. 
1* will tajfe the fame authority. . 

“ I am by no means, lorry to be relieved from the trouble of, 
“ fuch applications ; yet 1‘ think it, my. duty to give it as my opi-. 
“ nion, that this entire levelling and equality will not be for the. 
“ good of the Company’s affair's,, nor the benefit .of fociety, and, 
“ therefore to declare' my dlfapjprobation. 

“ One reafon Meflrs. Johnfipnt and Hay give for writing this let- 
" ter deferves to he taken' nqricp of, an umvillingnefs in the Prefident, 
“ to bplieve complaints, of this nature . I. requeft the board, will call. 
'* on them, to. produce any one iaffonce where I' have either rc-. 
“• fufed or delayed tp give them, or any other .merchant, every.. 
*t aftifhnce they have atketfof me, in the carrying on of their pri— 


a An agent of Mr. Vanfittart'i ■ 

Vanjtitart't Narrative, yol. II. page 233. 
ibid, page 250, 

6 , 
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“ vate bufinefs, or in obtaining rcdrefs for their grievances. In 
“ fhort, gentlemen, their letter throughout is fo injurious to me a» 
“ a gentleman, to fay nothing of my Ration, that 1 fhould apply 
“ to you for juftice again!! them, did I not perceive, that inltea'd 
u of (hewing your dilpleafure at fuch behaviour, you have thought 
“ proper to give it the fai,W on of your approbation.' I refer, therc- 
“ fore, to the honourable the Court of Directors, who, 1 am pet- 
“ fuaded, will do me juftice.” 

Mr. Fardittarfs Interfcft, at this time, with the leading Direr ra, 
in England, was fuperior to that of the whole Council in Bengal . 
And although, at a fubietjnent period, 'the Court were as ready to 
condemn Mr. Ean/ittarfi conduct on any point, yet, upon that 
occafion, his reference of the above matter to England, .procured 
again ft the writer, the reprimand referred to by Mr. Fereljl, from 
the lame Court of Direfitors, who alio entirely approved of the rc- 
\olution in favour of Meer Cojlm rflly Khatvn, and recommended 
to their fervants in * Bengal, not to reftorc Meer Jeffier, on account 
of his “ incapacity, cruelty, and perfidy,” thereby giving Mr. 
Fa ft tart a Complete victory. 

The paragraph of the general letter ‘of the ’Sth February 1764, 
wherein the writer wits thus reprimanded, was as follows : 

Par. VII. “ The conduit and behaviour of Mr. William Bolts , 

a tailor, falling next under our confidcration, they appear, (b 
•“ tar as lie was conneftcd with Mefl'rs. Johri/lone ana Hay, to be 
“ very improper ; efpocially in joining with them in an audacious 
“ ami impertinent letter to the Ftnv/.dar of Burma, as it (lands 
“ on your cocifultations of the 2.7th December 1765, and for which 
“ the Preiident recommended it to the Council to pals (omc com 
“ fure upon him. He appears, likewile, to have been guilty of 
“ irregular pratlices, in refpetl to carrying on his private trade : let 
“ him be called into Council, and reprimanded according to his 
“ deficits'; ami inform him, if his conduit is not more (atisfa&ory 
“ for the future, we ihall difimil’s him from the lervice.” 

The only matter upon record, before the Directors, againft the . 
writer, was what Mr. Fanfittart had (aid on the lubjeit of the let- 
ter written by Johnflane, Hay, and Bolts to the Fowzdiir of Burma ; 
upon which, not with (landing the writer’s juftification by the Coun- 
cil of Calcutta, yet, as a lervant of the Company, the Direitors 

♦ See a letter from the Diic&ors to Mr. Vanfittarl ( dated (he j»th February 1 yf>4. 
Appendix A. Number VI. 

C 2 might 
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might think thcmfclves at liberty to pronounce any fentence they 
pleafed againft him. 

But there was not even the (hadow of a fiilgle fad or circum- 
ftatice, before the Court, to authorixe the injurious refledion, that 
the writer “ had been guilty of irregular pradices in carrying on 
•“ his private trade.” 

And though we may give a latitude to Diredors, to pronounce, 
in their diredorial capacities, any fentence, or opinion whatever, 
upon the condud of their fervants, however irregular, unjuft, or 
againft their own convidion, yet decency, if not a regard for the 
dignity and duties of their ftations, fhould have taught them to 
refrain from publicly letting their hands to an aliertion that was 
totally void of truth. 

After the reftoration of Meer Jaffier Ally Khawti, a perfed har- 
mony fubfifted in the Council at Calcutta , and when the letter from 
the Court of Diredors, of the 8th February 1764, was received in 
Bengal, the writer was never called before the Council, or reprimanded. 
It is hard to lay, whether that part of the ceremony was difpenl'ed 
with by Mr. Vanfittart, from a dilinclination to revive unexifting 
anitnolifies, or from the lhanie which his ingenuous mind might 
then feel for the weak condud of the Diredors. But indeed, at 
that time, the writer had the happinefs of being on a very friendly 
footing, not only with the Governor, but likewife with every 
member of the Council, who not long afterwards did him the 
jufticc to appoint him, according to his rank in the fervice, to a 
ftafion of truft and honour. 

It muft here be remarked, that at this time, all the fuperior fer- 
vunts of the Company * correlponded with the Nabob’s officers, 
on their own bulinels, or matters of compliment, whenever they 
thought proper ; nor could that be deemed criminal, fo long as they 
refrained from interfering with the politics of the country, to the 
prejudice of the Company. Upon the whole then of this firft 
+ charge of Mr. Vereljf s, it muft inconteftibly appear, that if the 
writer, when a young man, and of Ihort Handing in the fervice, 
did join with his partners in writing the letter in queftion, to an 
inferior officer under the Indian government, it was in lupport of 

* In the courfe of this work, the reader will be (hown the pernicious confequences 
rcfulting to the Company’s affaii s, (tom the ablurd cuftom of confining all corrcfpon- 
dctice with the officers of the black government, on any fubjeft whatever, to the Prefi- 
ilcnt of Calaitta only. 

| Ver<lft’% View, &c page J. 

what 
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what he had aiways been made to confidcr as the Ripnlated right 
of the Company and its fervants, and was in fad!', in the then Rate ot 
Bengal, no mom criminal than a merchant in this country writing 
toclvik a cuftom-houfc olHcer who had exceeded his duty. Rut 
the reader will have pcrceiv- d, that this affair, otherwilc very tri- . 
vial in its nature, was made a handle of, more as a convenient mat- 
ter of difpute between Contending parties, than any real offence in' 
the writer; who, after all. Rood fully vindicated by his fuperiors, 
for the final 1 fharc he had in rlii tnuilacdion. Judge then, reader, 
of the candour and veracity of Mr. F tnljl , when, upon Rich fads, 
he makes the following reflection : * “ Among the private perforn 
“ who ufurped the office of their fuperiors, Mr. Bolls was very 
“ early difiinguilhed, who wrote, in his own name , to the Fov/xlar 
“ o i Pwnea, threatening the Nabob’s officers with the died of 
“ the E'igbjh power,” and who, in a note upon this tranladion ot 
the year 1 762, has alfo the confidence to affert before the public, that 
+ one of the many reafons for Mr. Bolts % being font to England, 
“ though very low in. the krvice, was his arrogating to himfelf 
“ this eRablilhed authority of a Governor,” although the writer 
was not forcibly lent to England until fix years after this tranlac- 
tion, in contequcnce of a rdolution J taken on the 5th November 
1767, by the Boaid of Council, at which tliis fame Mr. Fcrcljl 
prelided as Governor. 

• Vtrelfi'i View, 6 c. page j8. t IMJ. page 39. 

} .Appendix F. page 478, 


(’ 11 A P. 



CONSIDERATIONS ON 


7.A 


e h a p. ii. 


FURTHER REFUTATIONS of Mr. YERELST’s 
Publication*, and ACCOUNTS of PROCEEDINGS 
both in EUROPE and ASIA: with R.E MARKS thereon. 

T OWARDS the conclufion of tire Company's war with the 
Nabob o ( Oivd, Sujah al Dowlah, in the year 1764, Gover- 
nor Vanjittart and his Council referved, from among -the conquered 
provinces, the Zcvnindary of the Rajah Bulwantfing to the govern- 
ment of the Company, and eltablilhed a factory at Berninis , the 
capital city thereof. To this new fettlement they appointed a Chief 
and Council, for the purpofes of colle&ing the revenues, extending 
the fales of woollens and other Britijb commodities imported by 
the Company, as well as for other political reaions, which in the 
then Rate of the Company’s affairs concurred for rendering that 
cilablilhment a wife and judicious mealurc. 

The Governor and Council of Bengal, during Mr, Vanfittar ? k 
government, had, on all occafions, been very attentive to the pre- 
lervation of regular fucceflion to employments of honour and 
emolument in the Company’s fervice, ever avoiding, as much as 
poflible, ali injurious fuperfdfions in preferment; and fo regardful 
were they, at that time, of the rights of regular advancement in 
the fervice, that no poll was given to a junior fervant, till his 
iuperior had, by the tacit permifhon of the board, declined the 
acceptance of it. According to this rule of oonducf, when thole 
appointments to Banaras were under confideration at the board, tlve 
writer was required to declare, whether he chofe going to Banaras 
am lecond in Council, or to Burihvan. On his acceptance of the 
former, he was accordingly appointed fecond, under Mr. Randolph 
Marriott , chief, with Mr. John Graham third in Council, and Mr, 
Wdliam Marriott , a writer, as aiiiifant, at this new-ellablifhcd faftory. 

The Company having .been greatly alarmed in England, on re- 
ceiving news of war being commenced with the Nabob CoJJim Aliy 
Khawn, had, in the month of May 1764, appointed the Right 
Honourable Robert Lord Clive Prctident, or Governor, with Mr. 
William Brigbtwell Sumner, Brigadier General John Camac , Mdfrs. 

Harry 
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Worry Vcrelfl and Francis Sykes , a Select Committee, for th* rtfto- 
ration and eftablilhmcnt of peace and tranquillity irt Bengal. And 
iii order more effe&ually to attain, filch deftrable ends, they were 
pleafed to give the noble Lord, and his Committee, full * powers 
to purfue whatever means they (hould think proper ; with inftruc- 
tions, however, to conlult the Council at large m all cafes, where * 
it could be dime conveniently, although the power of. finally deter- 
mining was to remain with that Committee. 1 
At the time when this extraordinary and unconflitutional ap- 
pointment was made, there were not wanting,, among the proprie- 
tors of Eajl India ftock, men who forelaw the evils that were likely 
to refult from it, arnbwho thought it their doty to + forewarn th"c 
Directors thereof. Their prophetic reprefentations had then, how- 
ever, no effect ; although events have liuce ie far verified, nay fur- 
palled what they wifely foretold, that it would now be difficult to 
find one unprejudiced and well informed Eajl India proprietor who 
will not, feelingly aflent to our opinion, that to the injudicious ap- 
pointment of that Seleft Committee are fo b'c origin, illy afcribcd. 
ail the evils that have lihee befallen the' Company. 

When the noble lx>rd with his Committee-men arrived in India , . 
they found J “ the Company s a fairs in a very flour i/king rendition-,- 
“ Sujab al Dowlah beat. from his dominions , and it Weis frarcely hyper- 
“ bole to fay , ts-imrcnv the whole' Mogul Empire, is in our' power." 
Indeed peace and tranquillity had been pcrfc&ly re-eftablilhcd in 
Bengal , and the Company’s bufinefs was carried on with all becom- 
ing unanimity, while the foundations were laying of a flourifhing 
and daily-increafmg. inland-commerce, on which alone the profpe- 
rrty o ( Bengal always did, and even mull depend. 

But on the finale faft of prefents having been received from* 
Najim al Dowlah by the gentlemen of the deputation from the 
Corned , zt Ca/cutt.a, who placed that Nabob on the Mufnud in Fx~ 


•See AppeoJix A. Number VIII.' psge 24, 

f See * memorial from George Johi\ftone and George Dlmpjier, Efqhircs, to the Court 
of Ea/t India Directors’; dated the 30th May. 1764. Appendix A. Number Vll, 
page 27 . 

J See * letter from Lord GUvt to Thomas Rous, Efqj dated Madraf{ the J7 th Apr. I' 
Appendix A. page 33., 

J It may not be.impropcr here, to. refer the reader to a general flatement-of the pre- 
few* teceived by individual* in Bengal from their firft making of Nabobs to the year 
*766, ts far at bati ’etnie It public knowledge, taken from 1 Report of the SeleCt Com- 
mittee of. the Hooctuuble .Houfe. of Commons made iu 1773. Vide Appendix. A. 
Number Xllt 

bruary*. 
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bniury 1765, Lord Clive djfcovcred, while at Mf^rafsy that lie had 
u an * Augean JJable to clcanfe* in Bengal. And after the arrival of his 
Lordfhip, with MefTrs. Sumer and Sykes % at Calcutta , on the 3d of 
May 1765, fo very rapid was their progrefs in inquiry, that within 
three days they acquired a complete knowledge of the ftatc of the 
country ; and proceeding, under oaths of fecrecy to each other, 
they found, in every department of public affairs, nothing but 
anaichy, confufion, and + corruption. They thereupon immediately 

entered 


# Appendix, pages 34 and 35. 

t u At a Seleft Committee hjrfd th t 7th of May r;6j. 

Prefcnt, The Right Honourable Robert Lon\ Clive, Prefidenf, 

William Brightwell Sumner , Efq; and ' ; * ./ 

Francis Sykes , Efq; 

41 Refolvcd , that the following oath be taken by the fcveral members of the Seleft 
“ Committee: . 

“ I A . B . do fwear, that I will not reveal to any perfon whatever, any. of the pro-. 
u ccedings of this Committee, until the fame be laid before the Council, or until thij* 
il Committee be difTolvcd. - 

u Agreed , That Mr. Alexander Campbell be appointed Secretary, Mr. Edwarct Baler 
“ Sub-fecretary, and Mr. William Rook A/fiAant to the Committee ; and that the fob; 
u lowing oath of fccrccy be adminiAcred to them : 

“ I A . B. do fwear to be true and faithful to the truA repofed in me by the Secret 
,c Committee, and to icveal to no perfon whatever, the proceedings of that depart* 

“ ment, until the fame are laid before the Council.” ' , ; 

) 

Extrad from Lord Clive’/ Letter to the SeleFl Committee. 

“ My fuccefTbr, foon after my departure, thought proper to raife Cojfm Ally Khaw 
to the Subahlhip, doubtlefs, bccaufc he thought fuch a Acp neceflary. The confcn 
qucnces, however, from whatever caufe, were; upfort\inate ; but let us .draw a veil, over 

thofc diAant tranfaftions Let us confidcr only the pjefent Aate of politics and corn-., 

mcrce, and let our whole attention be employed in eAabliflling the Company's affairs ' 
upona firm and laAing foundation. Nor d<y I in the JcnA dcfpair of feeing'thifc impor- 4 
tant bulinefs necomplifhed, fincc I have the peculiar happinefs of finding myfelF afiiAcd 
by a Committee of known abilities and incorruptible integrity. If at any time wp Aioulfl 
happen to differ in opinion, we (hall differ like gentlemen, with temper and cool reafon- 
ing. The minutes of our confutations will nor, f truA, be prolonged by .dllfefttlon^ 
and difgraced with the prej iadites of faftion ; we will endeavour to be unanimous. * 
“ A very few days are elapfed fince our ariival, and yet if, we confider, what 
already (time to our knowledge, we cannot hcfitate a moment upon the ite<?efiity 
ail uming the power that is in us, of conducing, as a Scleft Coinmittce, tbe‘nffipr$; 1 
both civil and military, of this fettlement. What do we hear of, what do we fee, 1 )nt . 
anarchy, confufion, and what is worfc, an almoji general coRROp'Xiokf Tp rdfiiedy, : 
or at leaft to prevent thefe evils in future, is a duty Incumbent 6n this Coftimjtree; i 1 
duty which we oWe to that Cottpany We have engaged to ferve; and a duty* which we. 1 
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/ntercd on the very important bulinefs of their extraordinary 
million, and rclolved to abolith all the treaties and agreements 

that 


owe to ourfclves, if the picas of honour, reputation, and confdcncc arc worthy our at- 
tention. li.ippy 1 am fure you would hive been, as well as mjfclf, had the 'late u»n- 
du£f of affair* been fo inept oachablc as to have permitted them to continue in the h,n ds 
cf the Governor and Council. A very tianfient view, however, of wlut has p.tfiul 
fincc Mar Jaffier'i death, will convince us, that the qrc.it point of ufoimatio.i mo 
aim at, cannot be obtained through that channel. The Committee thcrcfoic, in my 
opinion, mud immediately aft ; a men fare fo ncceflliry, that I conclude you can hi\e 
no objeftion to it. For my own part I will venture to afleit, that the critical fliuaiiuti 
of the Company renders it abfolutcly indifpe-nfible, for the fpcedy fettling of their nflaiis, 
that the power fhouid be vetted in the hands of a few ; and give me leave furtlui to add, 
that uniefs thefpirit of their orders in that refpeft be purfued, it is but fco evident, 
that the genet al fenfe of the proprietors, when they honoured me wirh their felicitation 
to accept of this government, will be baffled and delayed, if not totally eluded by their 
fervants. 

44 To ettahlifh a country -government, to fecure the commercial intereft, and to perpe- 
tuate the revenues of the Company ; to form the militaty, and to amend the civil dc- 
partmenj, thefe will be the objefts of our fetious attention. Iiy this Committee I Hull 
ht^pe to fee thefe important matters completely regulated, before 1 reflgn the govern* 
mcnr, and you know that my intention is to remain in it no longer than my afliflancc 
may be thought neceflary towards accomplifhing thefe grent and falutary puipofcs. 

“ I (hall now only repeat what you have often heard me declare, that 1 totally dif- 
claim any emolument to myfclf.— — l will not add to my fortune one flnpfe rupee by 
the opportunities J might have, as Governor. On the other hand, be allured, that 
every advantage to others, confident with my ideas of the Company’s honour and iutc- 
rett, Hull be promoted to the utmoft of my power here, and influence at home. 

(Signed) CLIVE.” 

" To this letter, from the Right Honourable the Prefidcnt, Me firs. Sumner and 
u Sykes agreed to deliver in an aufwer at the next meeting of the Committee/* 

“ At a Sdeft Committee held the i ith May 1765, 

Prcfcnt, The Right Honourable Lord Clive , Prcfldcnt, 

William Bright well Sumner , and 
frauds Sykes , Efquhcs. 

" To the Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive, Prcfident of the S deft Committee. 

44 My Lord, 

14 The fituation of the Company’s affairs which you have deferibed, and the met* 
Cures propo fed by your Lord fhip for retrieving them, arc pcrfcftly agreeable to our 
fentiments. We are fenfiblc of the difficulty of cftablifhing order and tranquillity where 
anarchy and confuflon have fo long pervailetf \ but the experience we have of your 
Lordfhip’s great abilities, the fteadinefs with which wc have feen you encounter danger 
•and difficulty, and the regard we are fenfible you have for your own honour and die 
intefett of the Company, encourage us to hope for the mott fortunate ifliie to the pro- 
ceedings of the Selcft Committee. - ***" 


D 


“ The 
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that had been folemnly entered into but a fliort time before, with 
the Prince Shah slllum, the Rajah Bulwantfng f and the Nabob Najim 
al Dowlah ; with afliiming to themfelves the entire adminiftration of 
all affairs, civil, judicial, commercial, and political ; annulling the 
legal powers of the general Council, and rendering it’s members 
mere * cyphers. 

The 

" fentiments which your Lordfhip is pleafed to entertain of our attachment to you, 
and to the interefts of our Employers, are juft. We will, my Lord, exprefs ourfelves 
with freedom on every fubjett that regards the Public j but we can never be wanting in 
temper and decency where we entertain fo much refpett. We are urged, my Lord, by 
th e moft powerful motives to that unanimity which you recommend. The prefent un- 
happy filiation of the Company's affairs arifes more from the diflenfions than the incapa- 
city of tbofe gentlemen into whoft hands your Lordihip refigued the government. It will 
be our ambition to. approve ourfelves deferving of the truft repofed in us by the Company,, 
to aflifl your I+ordftup with our utraoft abilities tp fulfil the hopes conceived from your 
prudence and capacity, and to enable you to return, as you ardently with, to your native 
country with the fatisfa&ion of having baffled the malice of faltion, rendered commerce 
fovrifhing, and peace permanent ; and the peculiar honour of raiftng the Company’s af- 
fairs in bcnga!,Mttonc( time, from that defperate ftate into which they were funk through 
the luxury and corruption that prevailed among their fervants. 

A Wa have the honour to be, 

Mr Lord, 

Fort William, Your Lordfhip’s mofl obedient 

the 8 th May 1 765. and moft humble fervants, 

(Signed) W. BRIGHTWELL SUMNER, 
FRANCIS SYKES.” 

* yir.'Verelft, when a Member of this Committee, made no pbjeftion to the annulling 
of the treaties. which exifted in 1765, when Lord Clive arrived, without coofulting the 
Council., $ut his opinion was different in the year 1760, upon the revolution in favoor 
of Meer tiojjim, when he himfelf was a Member of the Council, and not confulted by the 
Seleft Committee. See his opinion, as recorded in the following proceedings. 

Fort William , the Bth November i;6o. 

At a Confutation, prefent, 

The Honourable Henry Vanfittart , Efq; Prcfidcnt, 

,, William Ellis , 

William Bright well Sumner , 

Harry VereTft, 

Harry Smyth, 

Samuel Waller, and 
Culling Smith, Efquires, 

Mr. Macgwire iodifpofed. 

* Mr. Verflfl'btyt have to obfenre, that the board have been .kept; till now, mtirely 
11 ignorant of the proceeding! of the Sele& Committee rdatiog to the pitfeot revolution^ 

" and their motives for it *, ne therefore cannot pretend to judge how nr fuch a ftep was 
* nqfcffary ; but thinks, that in an affair of inch immediate confequcncc to the Com- 
pany^ 



INDIA ‘AFFAIRS. Part II. 27 

The late eftablifoment at Bandras, which had byt juft been deter- 
mined on by a former Governor and Council, as expedient and bene- 
ficial for the Company’s affairs, was foon judged, by the new 
comers, to be neither neceflary or ferviceable : and they accordingly 
refolved to withdraw the fadory, without the examination or proof 

44 pany's eftate ia thefe parts, the mod mature confederation of the whole hard (hould 
44 nave been firft had ; — that a treaty, executed in the mod folcmn manner, fubftded be- 
44 tween Meer Jaffier and us; the moft faithful adherence to which, as well as all other 
€t our engagements, has preferved that influence and power we have maintained ever fmee 
44 the recapture of Calcutta \ a fleadinefs to which treaty made the Britijh admired, nay 
44 even courted, by every Prince throughout thefe provinces, and bas ever been fatal to 
44 the Prince apparent of the Empire , and many other dijlurbers , who have hitherto weakly 
44 endeavoured to engage us to break through thofe folcran tics we were fwom to. As 
44 this fudden change muft alarm every one, to And us fo unexpectedly breaking throogh 
44 all our engagements, which were fo public, reputable, and to the honour of the nation, 
44 he cannot be blamed, as a member of this board, for exprefling hit d lift tit falMon, at 
41 being made a cypher of in fo critical a concern/’ See Journals of the Hotife of Com- 
mons, Vol. XXXIH. Page 886. 

Without examining into the merits of the plea for fccrecy, upon Mr. V*nfittarf\ revo- 
lution, it may be fa My affcrtcd, fuch was the iituation of the country' powers in the year 
1765, that 00 good argument whatevei can be adduced to prove a neccBlty for confining 
the alterations then made to a Secret Committee. 

The rcafons, however, of the noble Prefidcnt, for transferring all power from the 
Couocii to the Secret Committee, miy be feen by the following 

Extract from Lord Cltvc'j Minute, at a Confutation held the 24 th June 1765. 

44 Whdb the General Court of Proprietors did me the honour to reauefl my acceptance 
44 of this government, their affairs here feemed to be in a critical and dangerous fJtnatloo* 

44 The meafurct 1 determined to adopt were fuch as, from long experience, Lkncw to be 
44 cflentially neccftry for the true iotereft of the Company. But I alfo knew, diet dif- 
44 fenfions in Council had often fruftrated the moll falutary purpofcs, and that if I hoi 
44 confented to Jit in this chair , PoJJeJfmg the authority of government equally with fifteen 
44 other gentlemen, the Company would have (oon found themfelves difappoUted in the 
44 hopes they weie pleafed to entertain of my abilities to render them fervice t nor could 
44 it be expe&ed that f (boukl facrificc my health, forfakc my family, and hazard my for- 
44 tunc, to accept of a fituation in which / could neither acquire honour to myfeff \ nor fulfil 
44 the wifhes ot the Company. A felcft dxfmterefled Committee , fuch as / now have thi 
44 happinefs of being joined with, was, I thought, the proper medium between abfolute 
44 power veiled in a fmgle perfon, and dtfperfed in the hands of a whole board. It map 
44 be remembered, that powers equally ftrong and extenflve were given to Mr. Vanfittart 
44 alone, and in calc of his death, or abfcncc, to Mr. Spencer and four other gentlemen.— 

44 Lord Clive, Mr. Sumner, General Cornac, Mcflb. Verefft and Sykes, are they lefsto be 
44 trufted than thofe ? 

44 The (late in which I found the civil and military affairs of the Prefidencv, upon my 
* arrival, fuffkicntly convinced me, that had not the power been lodged in the hands of 
44 a few, inevitable ruin would have foon been the fate of Bengal . Whether the power 
41 of government is exercifed with left abilities, Integrity, and dtfintereftedaeft by the pre- 
41 tint, thin it was by the Use poflfeflbrs of each, time will determine/ 1 

Da of 
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of any fail, and without ahy information taken of the value of tHe' 
objeit they were about to give * up for ever. In fhort, at almoft 
every factory, and in every department, the whole fyftem of the 
Company's butinefs was fo luddenly obftruiled, fubverted, or 
changed, that the Natives faw, with equal furprizc and contempt, 
that there was no {lability in the meafures of the Company, nor any 
dcpendance to be made on theirpublie treaties. 

His Lor Uhip and the Secret Committee fuddenly difeovered, that 
Calcutta was in as bad a {late as Sodom or Gomorrah of old : that 
throughout Bengal , fuch was the general corruption of the lervants 
of the Company, that nothing could be met with, among them, but 
“ immorality , difjipation, luxury , rapacity , and venality and that 
“ the fettlement , conduced as it was , could not have fubjjftcd + another 
“ twelvemonth .” They farther difeovered, that there were none 
holy to be found, to fave this Gomorrah from impending deftruilion, 
except their own Committee of feleil and difinterefted men. 

Such was the general purport of all the reprefentations fent home 
at this period, to the Court of Eajl India Directors, by the noble 
Lord and his Committee ; who, from being enabled, by the fecrecy 
of, their proceedings and correfpondencc, to give what colour they 
plcafcd to every public tranfadlion and every private character, be- 
came, . in fail, the framers of tire opinions of their conftituents, 
thereby obtaining from their credulity too many confirmations of 
thofe tulfome compliments which they were continually recording, 
in approbation and praife of one another. 

But in fafl, on this Committee’s firft affembling at Calcutta , they 
found, Us hath been before obferved, the objects of their million al- 
- ready .accompliflred. The country was in peace ; trade on a flourilh- 
ing footing, both internal and external, as well among Europeans as 
the Natives; the revenues were in a ftate of improvement, and every 
thing agreeable to what the noble Lord Clive had heard and been con- 
vinced of on his way, when he wrote from Mddrafs to his agents in 
London, to raife money for him by every means they could, and J /'«- 

• The Company were afterwards fo well convinced of the bad policy of giving op the 
zemindary of Buhbathjliig, that in the year 1771 they were Very anxious to regain it, in' 
exchange for the province:; of Korth and lllah&bad. See Appendix, A, page 157. 

t See Lord Clue's letter to the Directors, of the 30th September 1765, Reports of the 
Honourable Ho life of Commons, vol. III. page 391 j alio his Lordftrip’s letter to Sir Jo- 
J'ebh Torke, Appendix, A. Num. XI. pagt jjo. 

J Sec Reports of the Houfe of Commons, vol. III. page 313. See alfo a copy of the 
evidence at large, as taken upon this traufuftion before a Committee of the Houfe, 
femlix, A, Mum. X. pages 28 to 39. 



INDIA AFFAIRS. Part II. 29 

it in India Stock. The regular and gradual improvement of 
tne revenues, from the fituation in which they found the country ; 
the progreflive melioration and extention of commerce ; a legal in- 
quiry into fuch part abufes as had exifted, and an equitable eftablifli- 
ment of regulations for future reformation, where requifite, were 
works that required more time and attention than the Committee- 
gentlemen difeovered an inclination to employ in India : and nothing, 
therefore, remained for them to do, in the gnat outlines of govern- 
ment, from which honour or emolument could be reaped, howevef 
unjuftly, but upon fuch a new and chimerical iyftem of government, 
as being neither to be defined or underftood, (hould belt ferve their 
fecret purpofes. 

The profeffions of the Secret Committee, therefore, of their own 
difintereftednefs and abhorrence of the rapid acquifition of wealth ; 
their affefted accul'ations of the Company’s fervants in general, with 
their repeated reprefentations of the ftrong neceffity there was for 
immediately accomplilhing a thorough reformation, were no lefs in- 
jurious to the whole body, than lyltematically calculated to impofd 
on the Public and fuch Directors as were not in the fecret, by turn- 
ing their attention at home towards objefts of no importance., as the 
great ends of purfuit from their million ; while they, the (cleft men, 
built their own reputations upon the fervices, and their fortunes 
upon the ruin, of their fellow-lervants. 

The lawful profits to be acquired by a fair trade, when added to 
the licit emoluments of office, were deemed too (canty and preca- 
rious for rewarding the merits of this confederacy of reformers,, 
which gave occafion for the eftablilhment of the various commercial 
affociations taken notice of in the firlt part of Con/iderativns , &c. 
and which it is neceflfary in this place briefly to recapitulate. 

The firft was the private monopoly, in * partncrfliip, which 
commenced in the beginning of June 1765, between Lord Clive, 
Meffieurs Sumner , Sykes, and Verelji, each one quarter part, for pur- 
chafing large quantities of fait, then in the hands of private mer- 
chants : and in Augujl 1765, the monopoly of inland-trade, in fait, 
beetle-nut, and tobacco, was eftabUlhcu j which had been planned 
by, his + Lord(hip during his, voyage to India, and was afterwards 
adopted, becaufe, as tne noble Prefident and Seleft Committee 

* See the evidence of Meflrs. Veretjt, Sumner, and Sykes, Reposta, vol. HI. pages 462 
tad 463. 

f See Lord Olivet letter of the ift February 1766. Ibid, page 472. 

2 expreffed 
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cxprefied thcmfclves, they *“ found, that to remove the inconve- 
“ njf.ncies of a free trade, it was necefary to vefl the whole in an 
“ exclufive Company . — On this eftabliihraent it is to be remarked, 
that not only the drones and bees were all put on the fame footing, 
but his Lorafhip and the Selett Committee-men took care likewile 
to feleel.&ad appropriate large (hares to themfelves. 

In farther purfuit of the (yftem of reformation adopted by the Com- 
mittee, all gradation of rank to ports of honour or emolument in the 
ljfrvice was entirely broken through, bn the pretence, as we muft 
luppofe, of want of integrity ; for that a regard to capacity was out 
Of the queftion tnay with certainty be iuferred from a number of pro- 
motions that were then made, and even fome to the high eft ftations. 
In fa<ft, every preferment was made from fattion, private intereft, 
or mere pcrfonal attachment. From the fuppofed want of honeft 
aud capable men in Bengal, four + gentlemen, quite raw and unex- 
perienced in the affairs of Bengal, and totally unacquainted with the. 
country-languages, were brought from Madrafs, and taken into 
Council ; and Mr. Alexander Campbell, a gentleman related to the 
Chairman of the Court of Directors, was alfo promoted to a feat at 
the board, to the great injury and unlverfal difguft of the Company’s 
fervants, notwithstanding a folemn declaration of the Court that he 
was not to rife above the rank of his firft appointment. 

Another difnterefed combination, which had been engaged in, 
about this period, by the gentlemen of Council, Was that of engroff- 
ing the importation of cotton from the coart of Malabar. The ex- 
tent of their engagement in this meritorious bulinefs was to the 
amount of about three hundred thoufand pounds Jlerling , which was di- 
vided into (hares, Mr. Sumner holding two-eighths, and the reft be- 
tween Meffrs. Verelfl, IVatts , Rujfell, Kelfall, Ffloyer, and Alderfey. 

• See the j id paragraph of a letter from the Select Committee at Bengal of the 30th 
September 1 765, which w*a figoed by Lord Clive, Mr. Sumner, General Canute, Mr. 
Verelfi, and Mr. Syktt. Reporta, vol. IV. page 183. 

f Meflfri. Claud Ruffelt, Wiliam Alderfey, Thomas Kelfall, and Charlet Ffloyer. The 
reatooa for and againuthofe promotions are coouined in the following Numbers of our 
Appendix, under the Letter A, vix. 

Num. XIII. The proceedings of the Sdeft Committee of the 5 th Nov. ijde, Pageii, 

XIV. Ditto of the sotfa January 1766 ‘Ibid. 44. 

The memorial of the Company's ierraats at Bengat, . . % Ibid. 48. 

XV. A letter from Mr. George Gufiavus Ducarell, Ibid. 51. 

XVII. Lard Clive's letter of the 20th March 176b, Ibid. 220. 

XXIV. Ditto of the nth Deeemhtr 1 766, M d.n 1. 

On 
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On the merits of thefe engagements it may be alleged, with the 
greateft truth, that, to a trading and. manufacturing community, 
no pra&iccs can be equally ruinous with thofe of monopolizing the 
neccflaries of life and the raw materials for trade or navigation. 
Yet fuch were the boafted merits of the felf-praifing and felf-denying 
reformers arrived from England and from MadraJs , who pretended 
in Bengal to check rapine, amend abufes, and reuore order by their 
own good example. 

So far it is hoped this digreffion will be allowed as neceffary for. 
giving information to the reader of the ftate of the Company's fer- 
vice at that time in Bengal , as conne&ed with the writer 9 cafe j to 
which we now return. But it much grieves the narrator, that he is 
here again, in his vindication, compelled to open fuch old fores afrefh, 
as he has long wifhed for ever healed. 

As foon as the appointments to Bandras were adjufted, in order to 
promote unanimity m that infant-lettlement, the parties agreed, be- 
fore they left Calcutta , by articles which they entered into on the 21ft 
November 1 764, that all legal advantages derived from their ftations 
fhould be divided amongft them, in fettled proportions, according to 
the eftimated difference of their refpeCtive ranks in the Company’s 
fervice, viz. 

To the Chief, Randolph Marriott , Efq; . . 44 
the fecond in Council, William Bolts, '. T » r 
the third, Mr. John Graham, . . . . T ’ r 

the Affiftant, Me. William Marriott,. . . r ’ r 

And it was provided exprefsly in their agreement, “ that in cafe the 
“ Prefident and Council of Fort William fhould inveft the Chief with 
“ powers independent of his Council, for him alone to negotiate a 
“ treaty, or tranfaft bufinefs with Sujah al Dowlah , or any other of 
“ the couqtry-powers, the advantages which might accrue from the 
“ execution of fuch orders, fhould be his foje property ; but other- 
“ wife, that all advantages fhould come under the terms of thie 
“ agreenjent.’’ 

The fhpulations on behalf of the Company, with the princes of 
the oountry, were at this time conduced by Mr. Randolph Marriott 
and Major John Carnac : but their ultimate agreements with Bul- 
wantjkg , Rajah of Bandras, were not finally concluded till the 20th 

of 
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vi F thru a r i ; (•'. By thofe agreement., rr.c revenue lor the ye nr 
was let tL <1 at a fixed fum, lo tlr.f the f.o tory had no bulinefs with 
the interior colkciioiis foi ih.it year, All kinds of jurikiiaion, civil 
and aim'll. I, as cxtn.iSed in the offices of the Jltmccn, Fcwzdar, 
a id Cu/vval, together with the mint at Banaras, were likcwife for- 
mally giyui up, on the part of the Company, to the Indian 
government. 

Mr. Graham, the third in Council, had arrived at Bananas acon- 
iiderablc time before the writer. Upon their arrival they refpetftively 
found, that the Chief’s Banyan, a Hind™ of a very intriguing dil- 
politico, named Durgachitrn Mitre, in whom Mr. Marriott greatly 
confided, nftiiming the jurifdiction which had been formally given 
up on the part of the Company, decided arbitrarily, at his own houfe, 
on all matters that he could bring before him; whether they re- 
fpedted the bulinefs of tli£ revenues, or the offices of the Aumeen or 
Cutwdl. They found alfo, that the Chief had obtained a grant of 
the Banaras- mint, which lie held ou his own account. 

With refped to the ju ril'd lotion illegally exercifed by the Banyan, 
under the Chief, it was equally difagrc.eable to Mr. Graham and the 
writer, as it made them appear extremely inlignificant in the eyes of 
the natives. So likewile with relpedt to the mint, it was infilled on 
.by Mr. Graham, as well as by the writer, that if Mr. Marriott was 
permitted to hold it, all were intitled to their refpeftivc fhares of the 
emoluments which might arile from it, by virtue of the joint agree- 
ment of the 2 1 ft November 1764, 

The lirfl public letter from General Carnac to the Select Com- 
mittee, adviling the reftorntion of Sujah al Dow! ah to his loft domi- 
nions, was dated the 26th May 1 765 ; and in his letter of the * 1 7th 
June following lie gives them the firft public hint, that the Zemin- 
dary of Band) as was at too great a diftance to be worth keeping ; but 
prefuming, as may be fuppoled, on his influence with Lord Clive, 
lie had given a promile to Mr. Ifaac Sage , a young man who had but 
lately been takcu into the fervice as a writer, that he ftiould be kept 
at Banaras in the quality of Refident, after the factory Ihould be 
withdrawn, long before thofe mcafures were publicly adopted. Mr. 
Graham , apprized of the intended alterations, and aft bred of every 
promotion that could be cttecled in his favour, by J>is particular 
friend Mr. Sumner, a member of the Secret Committee, withdrew 
from the factory m time to avail himlelf of luch lucrative and ho- 

■* See this letter in the Report* of the Houfe of Commons, vol. III. page 419. 

nourable 
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nournble polls as were kept in referve for him. He was firft 

placed in an intermediate . Ration,' that of Secretary to the Com- 
mittee of Lands ; from which he was loon removed to the Chicf- 
fhip, or Relidency of Midnipore, and his paitner, Mr. James Lavs- 
rell was placed in his office of Secretary. 

It is not the writer’s intention, in this place, to reflett on Mr. 
Lawrell or Mr. Graham, both gentlemen of abilities, equal to any 
in the Company’s fervice ; but merely to inform the reader, that 
thole appointments were made all in the higheff degree injurious 
to him, and contrary to the ufage of the fervice. 1 

Mr. Graham , in view of what was far more advantageous, had 
left the writer to fettle the atfair of the mint ar Bandras, with Mr. 
Marrio/t, a s well as lie could. Unfortunately, on the 9th Au^ujl 
1765, a dilpute happened between Mr. Marriofl and him, relative 
to his having arrelted a native^ at Bandras , named Sadoololl ; on 
which that gentleman, the very’ next day, haflity appealed to the 
board at Calcutta \ complaining of this arreR, as an infringement of 
his authority as chief. — This fudden and public appeal extorted, 
by way of recrimination, a complaint from the writer againfl Mr. 
Marriott , upon the lubjcfts of the mint held by him, and the jurif- 
dittion exercifed by his banyan Durgackurn Metre. 

The moll: pcrfpicuous and effectual means of informing the 
reader of the true Rate of this affair will be to lay before him, at 
length, copies of all the letters and proceedings thereon, together 
with the dccifion made by the Governor and Council of Calcutta, 
in the precifc order of their occurring. And however unimportant 
thefe affairs may appear, primd facie , as private matters, yet, to the 
reader, who wilhes for information on India affairs, they will 
afford real information of the nature of the interior police, and 
the adminiffration of juftice in Bengal and its connected provinces, 
under the government of the Company. 

But that this narrative may not appear too much interrupted by 
. an infertion here of all the papers that palled between the contend- 
ing parties at Bandras, we have feparatcly colluded their proceed- 
ings at that fadory by official conlultalions ; their rcfjxdivc appeals 
to the Governor and Council at Calcutta, who recalled both parties 
to the Prefidency, and there arbitrarily and unjullly did injure the 
writer by every poffble means, alike as a trader and fervant of the 
Company; together with the final dccilions made, and the ccn litres 
that aye re palled on the ocealion, by that fupreme board ; and wo 
have inferted them in our Appendix under the Letter C. with con- 

E jundive, 
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jutuftive, narrative, and explanatory notes, for the information of 
the reader. _ 

After the arrival of Mr. Marriott and the writer at Calcutta ,- the 
PrefiJent and Council kept them a long while in unreafonabie and 
cruel fufpenfe. The board did not think proper to take up this 
bufmefs, on which they had been exprefly called down to. Calcutta, 
until the 17th February 1766; in which 'interval, ftrift, though 
groundlefs inquiries, were fecretly made at Bandras for proofs of 
mifeonduft againft the writer, who, in fa£t, had the whole Selett 
Committee againft him. 

Mr. Sumner was the avowed prote&or of Mr. Graham , whole 
fucceflive appointments were to be uninterruptedly fecured to him, 
under that gentleman’s patronage. General Carnac was the parti- 
cular friend of Mr. Sage, to whom the factory at Bandras was to 
be given under the title of Relidency ; and Mr. Sykes was ftrongly 
attached to Mr. Marriott. The writer having been formerly in 
partnerlhip with Mr. John Johnftone , there was realbn to think, how- 
ever unconnected in party-matters, that the friendly connexions 
which ftill lublifted between him and that much-injured gentleman, 
who had been in open contention with Lord Clive and the Select 
Committee, did not influence the noble Lord in the writer's favour : 
and much leis was it probable, that Mr. Vereljl , who, through his 
Lordlhip's manoeuvres, had the chair of Bengal in view, in preju- 
dice to Mr. Sumner , would thwart fuch mealures as Lord Clive and 

General Carnac had determined upon. The other members at 

the Council-board, at this time, afted .the parts of mere cyphers. 

Before this affair came on to be canvafled at the Board of Coun- 
cil, the writer waited on fcveral of the members, who acknowledged 
that his caufe was juft, and his pleas for going back to Bandras in his 
former ftation, or elfe to have the Relidency, in preference to Mj. 
Sage, were well founded. — Indeed, one gentleman informed him, 
that “ the lefs he faid on the affair, the , better it would be for 
“ him and another member of the Council honejlly declared to 
him, that “ as he knew Lord Clive had a hank over nim, he fhould 
44 not venture to give his fentiments in oppolition to any opinion 
“ of his Lordlhip’s.” 

In this difpontion of the Prefident and Council, on the 17th 
February 1 766, the affair between Mr. Marriott and the writer was 
taken into conlideration, when, after reading all the written evi- 
dence, and examining the parties, vivJvoce, the board were. pleafed 

to 
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‘to pnfs their * judgment, “ that Mr. Marriott was highly culpable 
“ in renting the mint, but they humbly hoped, that, in confidna- 
“ tion of his general good character, the Company would be fatif- 
“ fied with reftitution, and take no further notice of the affair.” 
And with refpeft to the writer, they “ judged him highly deferring' 
“ of cenfure Tor the difrefpeft he Was guilty of towards his Chief, 
“ in taking upon himfelf to arreft Sadoololl ; nor did they allow him 
“ any merit in the Jifcovery of the mint-farm , as there was reafon as 
they faid, “ to believe he was too much influenced thereto, from his being 
“ refufed d Jhart therein by Mr. Marriott.” 

But before we proceea td comment on what hds been juft related 
or referred to, it may be neCefTary to inftance forfie other mcalures 
which have an intimate relation to the fubjeft before us. 

In the instructions which the Seleft Committee gave to Lord 
Clive , dated the 21ft June 1765, for regulating his conduft at the 
peribnal interview then intended with the Nabob Sujdh al Dozenth, 
for the purpofe of reftoring that Prince to his dominions, one + para- 
graph was penned as follows : 

“ It will be neteflary, however, that your Lordfhip obtain a full 
“ grant, hi the fullcft terms, f6r carrying on a free-trade through his 
“ dominions, with the privileges of eftablifhing factories wherever 
te we fhall think proper, to which fhallbc annexed fucli contiguous 
“ lands aud di drifts as fnay be found neceflary to the cohvenience and 
“ fupport of the fettlemenfs. We mean without charge to Sujah al 
“ Dowlah, or diminution of his revenues. But the keeping oi Chu- 
“ nargut and other ftrong holds, and protecting our commerce by 
“ a military power, is a meafure concerning the expediency of 
“ which your Lordfhip will judge, from a further inquiry into cir- 
“ cumfhnces.” 

In confequenccofthis ihflruRm, although the queftion then was, 
not what the vanquifhed Nabob would grant, but what fhould be 
given, or reftored to him, it was exprefly ftipulatcd, by Lord Clive 
and General Carna'c, in the 8th article 6f the treaty of the 1 1 6th 
afugujl 1765, that his Highnefs “ fhould allow the En^lifh to carry 
“ on a trade, duty-free, throughout the whole of his dominions .” And 
in order to fee u re the attachment of Bulwantflng, and to guard him 
againft the refentment of this Nabob, whom he had betrayed in the 
time of aftibn, by the 5th article, his Zemindary was lecured to him 

* See thifl judgment at large in the Appendix C. page 336. 

t Reports, vol. III. pa^e 422. 

I Cuyfuicratms, Sc c. vol. I. Appendix, paqe 28. 
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under a fixed annual fum, which, in fad, made him more dependent 
on the Calcutta Government than on the Nabob to whom thej^chofe 
to make him tributary. Alter the ndjuftment of this treaty , it was 
fuggefted by his Lordlhip and the General, that the Nabob had ap- 
peared extremely averfc to the cftablifhment of factories in his domi- 
nions; and although it is plain, that, confidcring the Nabob’s depen- 
dent lituation and the dillind jnrifdidion of the Rajah, thole objec- 
tions, if any fuch were really made, could not in reafon have been 
applied to the Company’s fa dory before eftabliflud at Sandras , never- 
thelefs, this fuggeition was afterwards ufed as an argument to juftify 
the propriety of the Committee’s withdrawing that fadory; not- 
wit hilaudi tig the treaty of Augujl 1765 continued in full force, and 
was even confirmed by a new : *onc. 

In like manner, as if to give a lhndion to the injustice that was in- 
tended to be pradifed towards the writer, in the tranfadion now un- 
der dilcufiion, at a Scled Committee held the 29th Otiobcr 1765, it 
was entered on the Compands records, that Siijah al Dowlah had 
complained, in a letter received by the noble President on the 28th 
0 thber t “ that the bufinefs of his government met with great in- 
44 terruption from the gentlemen of the Engli/h fadory at Sandras 
thereby recording on their proceedings, a fad injurious to the writer 
as iceond of that fadoiy, which had not the lcaft foundation in 
truth ; fince the letter before them appeared to contain a complaint in 
which Mr. Marriott J alone was concerned. And in the lentence 
pronounced by the board againft the writer, on the 17th February 
1766, his information of Mr. Marriott's holding the mint at Sandras 
wa* dillinguilhed by the appellation of a discovery, although, on 
the face ol the proceedings before that very board, it appeared, that 
the noble Prelident had been informed of the fad by a letter from 
Mr. Marriott himlelf, dated in § "June 1 765, as well as by the above- 
mentioned letter from Sujah al Doivluh, in October following ; with- 
out holding any government-proceedings thereon. 

There had been no public order of Council as yet made for with- 
drawing the fadory at Samiras , and therefore the writer applied 
to the board for have to return to his ftation while the fadory 
might be continued ; or, if it (hould be withdrawn, to remain there 

* Dated the 29th November 1768. See Journals of the Iioufe of Commons, vol, 
XXXIII. ppj'.e 940. 

t bcc Appendix. C. page 330. 

X Ibid, pages 331 and 332. 

^ Ibid, page ji 1. 



INDIA AFFAIRS. Part II. 37 

as Refident until the payment might he completed of the fifty 
lacks which Sujab al Dowhih had agreed to give, upon being re- 
ftored to his loll dominions ; in pledge for payment whereof, lie 
had depolited two large chefts of very rich jewels, which were left 
at the factory under charge of ‘Mr. Sage. But although the ailair 
between Mr. Marriott and the writer nad been finally adjudged by 
the Council, on the 17th February 1766; yet, as if the injufKcc 
of the judgment then given was not fufficient, on this occaiion, his 
late * conduit at Bandras } which had been rather prailc-worthy 

than 


♦ At a Confutation held at Calcutta the 24th February 17 66, prefenr, 

The Right Hon. Robert Lord Clive, Prefident, 

Brigadier General John Carnac, 

Harry Vcrtlft , 

Francis Sykes , 

Randolph Marriott , 

Hugh Watts, 

Claud Rujfell, 

William Alderfey, 

Thomas Keif all, and 
Charles Ffloyer, Efquires. 

,c Mr. Bolts fends in a letter, requeuing perroiffon to return to Banaras in his former 
Ration, to fettle his concerns, as follows : 

€ f To the Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive, Prefidcnt and Governor, 6c, Gentle- 
men of the Council. , . 

" My Lord and Gentlemen, 

“ It is now upwards of four months, fince, in confequence of the unhappy difputcs 
at Banaras , you were pkafed to give orders to Mr. Marriott and myfelf to repair to 
Calcutta , and deliver over to the prefent piovilional Rcfident, the charge of the tailor y 
during our abfence. As the bulinefs upon which we came down is now finifhed, on my 
ova part I am to acquaint your Lord (hip, 6 c, gentlemen, rhat 1 am now icady, and 
only want your permiffion to repair back to my Ration, begging yon will pka(e foon 
to favour me therewith, that l may return to my family, from which I have been h 
long nbfent. 

“ Should the fa&ory be continued, I am perfectly fatisfied with my prefent rank, .is 
fecond, but in cafe the prefent cRablilhment of Chief and Council be abohfhed, and only 
a gentleman, under Council, continued as Refident till the remainder of the Tunkhaw 
money be recovered, I have fmther to rtqueft, that I may be continued there. I humbly 
hope, from your imputulity, that in fuch <afe this will not only be eftcemcd my right,, 
fron mv rank io, and ihe rules of the fervive; hut that, in confideutkm of my family 
a’(o, you will eftecra it an equitable indulgence, when it is couiidercd, that was 1 
pet mined to return to Banaras to fettle my piivate concerns and bring ray family down, 
ndiug during my Ray in a private capacity only, at a fattoiy where l have been 
icfpcelcd iu a public character, it would prove greatly prejudicial to my affairs, and 

highly 
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than blameable, was again brought on the carpet, as a' pretence to 
jtifti fy the unparalleled indignity of putting the fecond m Council 
under the command of Mr. Sage, a writer at that faftory. 

At a fubfequent confultation, held on the 3d March 1766, Mr. 
Marriott, who, as hath been fhewn by the proceedings referred to 
in the laft note, had now taken his feat at the board, entered a 
minute in his juftification, on the fubjeft of their fentence, and 
praying, that the Prefident and Council would take the matter 
into further conlideration, and mitigate the feverity of the cenfurc 
which they had palled upon him : and again, on the 23d November 
1766, he wrote them another letter on the fame fubjeft. But 
though the board were pleafed to take no notice of Mr. Marriott' s 
minute, or letter, yet, that nothing may be thought omitted which 
could be produced, in vindication of either party, they are alfo in- 
ferted in the * Appendix. 

The gentlemen of the Council who had flattered the writer 
with hopes of cfpoufmg his caufe as an a Ql of juftice, at the conful- 
tation of the 1 7th February 1 766, either changed their minds, or 
had not the fpirit to record their diflents. The reader muft have 
obferved, that he was not ccnfured upon any proved faff, but for 
what the Right Honourable the Prefident and his Council were 
pleafed to think , “ they had reafon to believe influenced his con - 
“ duft." And as to difrelpcft towards the chief at Banaras , confi- • 
deling all jurifdi&ion as formally given up by treaty to the Indian - 
government, the chief was equally as refponfible to the country- 
laws as the writer ; the officers of that government alone having a 
right to complain, if injured. 

With refped to the nrft feizure of the merchant, Sadoololl , by 
peons, the writer had fufficiently accounted for it in his + letter 

highly injurious to that reputation which every gentleman in the fervice would chufe to 
fupport in the eyes of the country people. 

I am, with the greateft refpeft, 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 

Fort William, Your moll obedient humble fervant, 

tht lift February 1766. (Signed) WILLIAM BOLTS." 

The faid letter being read, 

« The board do not think Mr. Bolls intitlcd to the indulgence he requells, from his 
latt corulufl at Banaras, but that he may have permiffion to return in a private capacity 
to fettle his affairs till the firft of July next.’' 

• See Appendix C. Number XXIII. and XXIV, 

t Ibid, page 304. 


to 
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to the board of the 12th Augujl 1765. His conduct in that tranf- 
a&ion was irreprehenfible ; and lead of ajil men did it become Mr. 
Vereljl , who fat in judgment on the writer for that affair, which 
was concluded during the government of his predecefl'or, to bring 
it again on the carpet. Yet it is upon the fails here fully dated, 
that Mr. Vereljl, in order to miflead and prejudice the uninformed 
reader, has inferted thefe words: * “ In the year 1765, we find 
“ him (Bolts) exercifing fummary jurifdidtion in his own caufe, and 
“ confining a merchant for three days , whom, at length, he was 
“ compelled to releafe. This appears from his own letters entered 
“ in the confultations of the Council in February 1766. He was 
“ foon after this fufpended from his appointment at Bandras , &c.’ > 

Upon every other fail alleged againlt the writer, Mr. Vereljl has 
induftrioufly given partial extra&s of letters, or proceedings, to 
give a colour of truth to his affertions. Here he has prudently fup- 
prefled the whole, although, being a party to the judgment, he 
was entirely matter of the l'ubjeit. 

If the writer’s conduct relative to this affair, but particularly the 
firft feizure of Sadoololl by peons, fhould in the mind of any unpre- 
judiced reader, ftill require a further vindication ; let him read what 
the Committee of Secrecy of the Honourable Houfe of Commons- 
have been pleafed to report on the fubjeft of this + pra&ice. If 

* Vertlft't View, He. page 39. 

| 44 Your Committee having inquired- in what manner the Fng/ijh Company, or its 
44 fervants, ufed to proceed, during the ancient government, to compel payment of thei t 
44 debts from any of the natives now refiding under the Britijb flag, they were informed 
44 by fcveral of the witnefles, that where the debtor was a perfon dependant on, or con- 
44 icttcd with the Company, in the courfe of commerce, and refiding (ns thofe perfon*; 
44 generally did) in thef neighbourhood of any of the Company’s fettlements, the general 
44 practice was, to lay hold of his perfon by their own authority, without applying to 
44 any court, or officer of the government ; that they foraetimes ventured to cxercife 
41 the fame right even where the debtor did not fall under that defer) pt ioq ; but that 
“ this was an abufe, though generally overlooked by the government.. That in the 
44 former cafe, the government tacitly allowed and countenanced the pra&ice of feizing 
44 and detaining the debtor, it being much the difpofitton of the government to give all 
44 pofliblq encouragement to the Europeans , from whofe commerce their country then 
44 derived fuch confidcrabie advantages. In cafe9 where it was not thought prudent to 
44 proceed in this manner, the only remedy was by application to the government ^ but 
44 your Committee were informed, that there was feldom occafion to make ufe of cither 
44 of thefe ways to compel payment of any debt to the Company, or its fervants, for 
44 that the perfona dealing with them, reaped fo much benefit from that connexion, that 
44 there feldom arofe any difpute between them.” 

44 Your Committee were further informed, that the French and Dutch excrcifcd the 
44 fame privilege of feizing their debtors, and had even continued the pra&icc after the 
44 Company's acquifition of the Dcwannee,” See Reports, vol, IV. page 325. 

preffed 
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profit'd for an excufe, in juftification of a condu& directed 1 by nb 
law or ufage ; the writer might fay irt the very words of Mr. 
I'eniJ), * “ without examining my own conduit by rules which 
“ were not formed for the feene in which I aited, it will fully 
“ fatisfy my ambition, if, to the candid and difpaffionate, I (hall 
“ appear to have purfued the interefts of my employers ; to have 
“ rd peek'd the rights of others, and to have deferved the character 
“ of an hondt man.” Or, in the fame gentleman’s words, we 
might condemn the ideas of thofe perfons + “ who will eftimate 
“ our conduit in the government of Bengal by the rigid letter of 
“ thofe laws which the more perfedt polity of Great Britain can 
“ alone admit.” 

But the writer i9 not reduced to the necefiity of availing himfelfof 
fuch fubterfuges to palliate an invafion of the rights of mankind ; for 
the fait was, that the Cutwdl , to whom he had applied, hefitated to 
appear in the exercife of the jurifdiition of his own office, from his 
fear of the chiefs banyan. The writer’s aiting, therefore, at all 
in this affair, which was the firft and laft of the kind in whicli he 
was ever concerned, was in his capacity of fecond in Council at 
Bandras, in reality, more with a view of wrefting from the banyan, 
Durgachurn Metre , the jurifdiition he had aflumed, and of reftoring it 
to the Cutwdl , who alone had a legal right to exercife it, than from 
any other motive whatever. 

When the reader has confidered , the whole tenor of the conduit 
of the Governor and Council towards the writer, throughout this 
tranfaition, he will not be furprized when informed, that the exa- 
minations contained in the J proceedings held at Bandras, by which 
the writer had tftablifhed all his faits, and upon which his juftifi- 
cation moft materially depended, although read at the board, were 
neither incorporated with the proceedings of the Couneih, nor trans - 
mitted HOME TO THE COURT OF EAST INDIA DIRECTORS, 3S 
is the invariable ufage of the fervice. Whether this fuppreffion was 
occafioned by any fecret enemy of the writer, or fome fecrct friend 
of Mr. Marriott, may be difficult to dii'cover. But moft probably 
this, as well as the partiality of the public proceedings on this 
occafion, with relpeft to the writer, did ferve to confirm, in the 
ideas of lome of the Directors, the general and favourite pofitions 

K .,1 

♦ Vtre’JI’% View, bf. page Iji. 

f Ibid, page 130J 

j St.e Appcndi* C. pages 311 to J2p, 

2 * 
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of the SelcCt Committee, hv adding one more to their list of 
unprofitable, or fufpe&ed lervants ; efpecially as that Court was. 
afterwards pleafed implicitly to * confirm the unjuft fentence of the 
Prefident and Council at Calcutta. 

Soon after the board’s fecoud judgment of the 24th February 1766, 
the writer returned to Bandras, under the indignity impol'ed oa 
him, to put his mercantile concerns in a way that might enable 
him to leave them to the management of his agents, after lie fliould 
quit the country, to refidc at Calcutta , in obedience to the orders of 
tne board. But before we proceed further in this narrative, it is 
neceflary to explain the nature, extent, and confequences of the 
trade which the writer carried on in the provinces of Owci and Ilia- 
habad\ firft premifing, that the whole of his laid trade was ftridlv 
legal, according to the laws and ufages of Hindojlan , and equally 
conformable to the exifting regulations of the board at Calcutta , the 
uniform ufages of the Company, and the orders of the Eajl India 
Directors, befules being highly beneficial to the Company’s affairs ; 
as the reader will fee incontrovertibly demonftrated in the courfe »f 
thefe difculfions. 

The firft concern of confequcnce was his importing, at Bandras, 
to the amount of near twenty thoufand pounds ftcrling worth of 
woollens, and other Britijb ftaple-commodities, which he had pur- 
chafed at the Company’s public auctions in Calcutta, 

The fecond was his manufactories of faltpctre, which he had 
eftablifhed at great expence and rifk, in many places where that 
article was never before produced j for the more effectual- profi.cn- 
tion of which, he had purchafed of Mefl'rs. Randolph and ll'illiam 
Marriott , and Ifaac Sage, all the advances which they had made 
for this article, paying them fevcnty-Jive per cent, clear profit on the 
fums they had dilburled. 

The third was his manufactories of ophium, which, from en- 
couraging the cultivation of that drug in grounds where it had 
never been planted before, he incrcafed to fuch a degree as to make 
them produce him three hundred chefls in one featbn. 

The fourth was the importation of cotton from a diflant coun- 
try, in an unufual track, down the river Jumna into Bengal ; which 
lu- alfo carried on to the extent of ten thoufand pounds ftcrling ca- 
pital amount of cotton imported in one fcafon. 


• See Appendix C. Number XXV. page 34c. 
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The fifth was, of diamonds, which h* imported in a dire ft 
channel from the mines qf Parma and Chudderpoor , being at the 
diftance of above feven hundred miles from Ca/ca//a.-~-The writer 
confidered, that by giving the merchants proper encouragement, it 
would be as eafy to direft the courfe of that valuable trade to Bu- 
na r as, as to Madrafs , which had for many years been the efta- 
blilhed mart for them. It was the writer who firft opened this 
direft channel among the Englijh in Bengal \ and the good treat- 
ment which the merchants experienced from him in this traffick, 
brought him a complimentary letter from Hindooput , the Rajah of 
the country. 

The reader will perceive, that all thefe valuable branches of trade 
were carried on by the writer, “ beyond, or without the provinces of 
“ Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa.” And it muft lijkewile at firft fight ap- 
pear evident, that they all ftrongly tended to promote the interells 
of the Company. 

The firf , becaufe it was extending, in a confiderable degree, the 
Company’s imports, and particularly thofe from England, highly 
advantageous to this kingdom. 

The fecond and third, becaule the increafed importation of falt- 
petre and ophium into Bahar and Bengal , would tend to the mak- 
ing of thole commodities cheap where the Company have moft oc- 
calion for them. 

The fourth, becaufe it was a new channel of fupply for cotton, 
on the abundance of which article, at the provincial markets, de- 
pended the cheapnefs, goodnels, and full fupply of the callico-manu- 
faftures, the great ftaple of the Company’s allumed dominions: and 

The fifth, becaufe it was opening a new branch of trade in 
diamonds, which was furnilhing an important additional means for 
remitting private fortunes to Europe, with advantage to the Com- 
pany, inftead of being injurious, as almoft every other was. 

When Lord Clive was at Bandras, in the beginning of Augujl 
1765, the writer communicated to him the plan he had formed for 
the bringing of diamonds direftly from the mines, to which he 
had already lent an agent. II is Lordlhip approved of the fcheme, 
and verbally agreed to take a concern in k ; but foou afterwards, 
fo far altered nis mind as to quit his engagement, and undertake 
the engrolfing of it to himfelf ; for which purpofe he eftablilhed 
Mr. John Chamier as his agent at Bandras.' By a letter, dated the 
4th of Oilober 1765, his Lordlhip informed the writer, that he 
had given over all thoughts of purchafing diamonds ; but at the , 

' time 
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time when that letter came to hand, the writer was (hewn, by- 
Mr. Chamier , other letters from Ins Lonhhip, in which he had 
given that gentleman, as his * agent, orders to make very large 
purchafes or them, while, at the lame time, lie cautioned him to 
be aware of Bolts. 

This was Sufficient information to the writer of what he had to 
expeft. + Ditlemblittg, however, his real (entiments, on the noble 
Lord’s giving up his intended Ihare, the writer kept on his own 
account, the \ parcels purchafcd by the agent lirft employed, and 

♦ To a charge agoinft Lord Clive 9 tranfmitted to him by the Eafl India Dire&ors, 
his Lordlhip, on the 30th March 177,2, anfwcrcd, in the Honourable Houfc of Com- 
mons, as follows : 

“ The fecond charge againft me is a monopoly of diamonds ; and this alfo l get rid 
“ of in a few words. There are only two channels by which a fervant of the Company 
“ can, with propriety, remit his foitunc. The one, by paying the money into the 
“ treafury in India, and receiving bills upon the Company, payable in England*, the 
“ other, by diamonds. 

“ By the acquifition of the Dewannce, and the fuccefsful endeavours of the Scleft 
“ Committee, the Company's treafury was fo rich, that wc could not have been juflitied 
u in drawing bills upon the Company. It was necefliiry l fhould, in fomc mode, re- 
“ mit the amount of my jnguecr. For this purpofe, and for this only, / fent an agent 
“ into a diftant and mlfendant country, to make purchafes of diamonds. Thofc 
“ diamonds were not fcnt home ciandeftinely ; I caufed them to be reglftercd ; I paid 
u the duty upof-them; and thefe remittances, upon the whole, turn out three per cent, 
“ worfe than bills of exchange upon the Company. This is all I know of a mono* 
“ poly of diamonds.” See his Lordlhip’s fpeech, printed for J, Walter, page 9. 

f Sec the following letter to Mr. Strachey , who was then Lord Clive's Secretary. 

" To Henry Strachey , Efq; 

“SIR, 

“ I was duly favoured with your letter of the 2d inrtant, as alfo one from his Lord' 

fhip, dated the 4th. As his Lordlhip has given over all thoughts of inverting his 

money in diamonds, 1 alfo have entirely fet afide that feheme, for my foie motive in that 
undertaking would have been to render myfclf fcrviccablc to him. I myfclf fhould 
not have bought a fingle rtoae, nor have offered to take a fmall concern, only his Lord- 
(hip, in his converfation with me, told me he thought it would be bell for me to hold 
a fmall (hare. The trifle I have purchafed, I (hall have the plcafure of (hewing to his 
Lord (hip in Calcutta, 

“ In confluence of the orders of the board, as foon as I get a Budgcro-w, which I 
am daily in expectation of, I (hall fet off for Calcutta . 

I am, 6 c, 6c, 

Banaras, the 29th Oft. 1765. (Signed) WILLIAM BOLTS." 

^ The firrt diamonds fent to England \ from this new channel of communication, were 
of thefe parcels obtained by the wiiter, who was not fo unfucccfsful in his remittance, 
as the noble Lord fays he was in thofe which he engagecHn. They were fold in London 
in the year 1766, by Mr. Abraham de Paiba , who declared them to be, upon the whole, 
fifteen per cent . better than the affortments that were then received from Madrafs. 

F z relinqui/hed 
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relinquifhcd the trade ; which his Lordfhip, by his own agent, then 
engaged in, with the alliftame of the very terv ants whom the writer 
had employed, and by the track of corrcfpondcncc which he had 
opened. 

In the month of *fnly 1766, his Lordfhip and General Carnac paid 
another vifit to the N abob Sttjah al Dvwlab ; who, with the Rajah 
Bulwantfing , met them on the borders of the Bahar province, at 
Chupprab. Strong injunctions were there made to the Nabob for 
impeding the writer’s trade, and even for compelling him to quit 
the province of Batumi. s ; and it was alio recommended to the Rajah 
to lodge complaints againft him. But the Nabob having a perfonal 
regard for him was, equally with the Rajah, averfc to the doing 
him Inch an injury : on the contrary, intelligence was immediately 
lent from Chupprab to the writer, then at Bandras , of the fecret 
tneafurcs that were thus in purfuit againft him. Soon after this, an 
order, evidently proceeding from private inllruClions that had been 
lent from Chupprab , was iflued by the board at Calcutta to Mr. Ifaac 
Sage, the Reiident at Bandras, directing him, on three days notice, 
to fend the writer down to Calcutta by force : and about the fame 
time, Mr. Sage likewife received private inftruftions for caviling a 
ltop to be put to his bulinefs. In conlcqucnce of fuch inftruCtions, 
on the evening of the 21ft Augujl 1766, Mr. Sage, in company with 
Lord Clive's agent, Mr. Chamier, then at Bandras , waited upon the 
Rajah Buhvanljing, at his houle called Durgahon, and ordered him 
to put a ltop to all the writer’s mercantile bulinefs ; which, how- 
ever, the Rajah was fo far from complying with, that he immedi- 
ately fent him private intelligence thereof, with the ftrongeft marks 
of his dilapprobation of fuch treacherous mcaiiires. 

For the public proceedings of the board at Calcutta on the beforc- 
mentioned occalions, not to l'well our Appendix to an enormous lize, 
we beg leave to refer the reader to the copies of the papers contained 
in the * notes hereunto fubjoined ; only reminding him that fuch l'e- 

verity 

* At a Confutation held the 28th July 176 6, prefent, 

ll'illiam Briyhtwell Sumner, Efq; l’rctident, in the abfencc of Lord Clive, 
Harry Vcrcijl, 

Randolph Marriott, 

Hugh ll'attj, 

Claud Buffett, 

William Alderfey, 

Thomas Kelfall, and 
Charles FJtoyer, lifquires. 

“ Mr. Bolts having exceeded the time limited in Confutation, the 24th February 1766, 
*• for his return to -Calcutta from Banctras, “ Ordered 
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verity was praftifcd towards no man in or out of the Company’s fcr- 
vice, except the writer ; and that upon alloccations of other perfoiis 

being 

44 Ordered, That Mr Sage, the Refidcnt at that factory, be direfted to inform him, 
“ that the board are difpleafed with the negteft he has (hewn to their orders. That he 
44 is thercfoic tofend him down immediately ; and that unlds Mr. Bolts arriiesin Cakutt.% 
4i by the 28th Augujl , he will Aand difmiflld the fcrvicc.” 

i% To William Bolts , Efq; 

“SIR, 

t4 The Prefident and Council of Fort William being difpleafed at your exceeding the 
“ time limited for your flay at Banaras t direft that you leave this place m three days 
44 from the date hereof. They likewife order me to acquaint you, that you are allowed 
4t to the 28th of this month to perform your journey to Calcutta ; and that if you are 
44 not there at the above time, you from that day Hand difra'ilfed the Company’s fcivite. 

I am, S I K, 

Banaras , Your moA obedient fervant, 

the gth Augujl 1766. (Signed) ISAAC SAGE.” 

44 To the Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive, Prefident, ifc. Council of Fort William . 

“ My Lord and Gentlemen, 

“ Mr. Sage has communicated to me your orders of the 28th July, refpefting my ftay 
“ at BanuraSy with the rigorous penalty of difmiffion fiom the fcrvicc annexed, in cafe I 
“ do not arrive in Calcutta by the 28th of the prefent month. By the feverity of the 
44 order it would appear your Lordfhip, . 6 c. Gentlemen apprehended l had Aaycd inteu- 
“ tionally beyond the time allowed me, and had contumacioully difregarded the limit of 
44 abfcncc with which I was indulged. But I affurc you it was far otherwife ; and that 
“ nothing but the abfolute and difagreeablc neceflity I have been, and Bill am under, 
44 from the fituation of my concerns, could have forced me to Hay an hour beyond the 
“ time allowed me. 

“ When I left Calcutta , I was in hopes of being able to fiuifh the Banuras affairs, I 
“ was then deeply engaged in, within the time allotted me. Since my arrival here, ft 
41 Mr. Sage can tcAify, I have been no way deficient in my endeavours *, which have been 
“ rendered fruitlefs, not only fiom want of time to prepare my goods, but from other 
44 difagreeable circumAances, by which even thofc I had ready have been detained. 

44 In confequence of the late regulations, I applied to the factory at Patna for duAucks, 
44 which were denied me ; being told, in anfwcr to my application, that duAucks were 
44 prohibited to be granted into Sujah al Doiulah's dominions. On a fecond application, 
44 however, they were granted, and only within thefefew days pa A I have received them. 
*• In the mean time my goods were detained, and duties have actually been collected on 
“ fome by Sujah al Dowlah's ofKccrs. 

44 Now I have obtained the duAucks, by the feizurc of boats for the tranfportation of 
“ the brigade, and other public occafions, I have been not only deprived of thofe I had 
44 procured, but am incapacitated from procuring others, tilt the tranfportation of the 
“ brigade to Patna be compleated. Moreover, there is no perfon here to whom 1 can 
44 leave the management and conclufion of my own intricate affairs, any more than thofc 
44 of my conAituents, without evident rifk of dcAruftion to the whole, from mifmanage- 
44 meat, as well as the rifk of lofing whatever might be left behind after the rains, by 

6 44 troubles 
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being recalled from fubordinato factories to the prefidency, indul- 
gences of time were alknved them, with the politenefs due to gen- 
tlemen, unattended with infults or foiciblc fei/Aiics. 

Before 


“ troubles which may be apprehended in the cour.tiy. So that it would be highly inju- 
« r -, ous not only to my own family concerns, but to thofe of gentlemen concerned with 
“ me, to abandon them now, fo near the period of their condufion, when a very fma i 
*- additional indulgence of time, no longer than to the heginmng of Odder next, would 
«< enable me to finidi, and to tranfpr.rt my offers and family to the 1 rchdency ; which 1 
<i have hitherto found abfolutdy ini practicable, notwithflanding my mofl earnclt endea- 

" V “ U \ trouble you, my Loid and Gentlemen, with this, otherwife needlefs detail of tho 
u difficulties [ labour and have laboured under, in order to ftiew what my delay has been 
“ owing to, and to fatisfy you that I have been in no ihape wilfully culpable. 

<< r fhe fevere orders of your honourable board have flung me into a dilemma, which 
« prefents me with nothing but ruin. If l quit my affairs, as ordered, it is evident ruin. 
<< If l do not, and you, my Lord and Gentlemen, be inexorable, l am then difgraced 
bv Your honourable board, which is equivalent to ruin. . 

ct But as clemency is no way derogatory of power, I flatter myfelf that, in confcqucncc 
«c of mv forchoing reptefentation, you will flill be pleafed to indulge rue with leave to 
41 flay at Dunams to the beginning of Oflobcr next, and only put your rigoious lefolves 

4 « in execution upon my exceeding that time. .. 

«< Be a flu red, my Lord and Gentlemen, that nothing but this fatal dilemma would 
44 force me to run even the rifk of your difpleafure, much lefs aftnally to incur it. And 
44 when it is confidered, that l have now feveral ycars # faithfully fcrved the Company ; 
44 that my piefent tranfereffion has not been wilful, but unavoidable ; and that the fame 
44 and greater indulgences have been fiequcntly allowed to other gentlemen In fimilar 
44 fmiations, I am bold to hope fomething may be remitted from the feventy of your do 
44 termination, and that you will indulgently gratify my requeft. 

Dunams 1 am, fc» 

the , TZSl 1766. (Signed) WILLIAM BOLTS.” 


♦ The piocccdings of the board at Calcutta, upon the foreg®ing letrer, were ns follow: 


At a Conf ltation held the 15th Augujl 1766, prefent, 
The Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive, Prefident, 
Harry Vcrelft, 

Randolph Marriott, 

Claud Ruffl'd, 

JVidiam ALkrfy, and 
Thomas Kelfall , Efquircs. 


“ Received a letter from the Refident at Banaras, dated the lith inftaflt, acknowledg- 
ing the receipt of our letter of the 28th ultimo, inclofing a letter from Mr. Bolts, m 
anlwer to our orders regarding him ; acquainting us, that as he is not fenfible it is in 
hi* power to comply with that part of our inflruftions which requires him to take care 
Mr. Bolts docs not exceed the time preferred, he fhall wait our further commands be- 
fore he ventures to take a fiep in fo delicate an affair. 

« Read a letter from Mr. Bolts, inclofcd in the above letter from Mr. Sage, fetung 
forth hi* reafons for having flayed at Banbras beyond the time we limited him^to^and 
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Before this period* many ot^M^ointments, befides thofe already 
mentioned, were made of junior fervants to fuperior ftatious, to the 
prejudice of the writer : by which it evidently appeared, that the 
Right Honourable Lord and his Committee deemed him, as they 
had reprefented the reft of the fervants, deficient in integrity or 
abilities. But although they feemed carefully to avoid giving him 
an opportunity for exerting fuch poor talents as they thought him 
poflefled of, * in any of the Company’s commercial departments, yet 
they (hewed it was their opinion, that he had fufficient capacity and 
integrity for the adminiftration of juftice in one of his Majeftyfs 
Courts of Juftice in Calcutta ; becaufe, on the 1 ith of Augttjl 1766, 
they elected and appointed him one of the Judges in the Mayor’s 
Court. 

While fuch indignities and perfections as have been deferibed 
\yere daily impofed on the writer, it was impofliblc for him as a man 
unconfcious ot guilt either in his public or private capacity, to con- 
tinue any longer in thcfervice of the Company. Soon after his re- 
turn to the Prdidency he therefore begged leave to refigii their com- 
mercial fervice, in a letter, addreffea to the Right Honourable the 
Preiideut and Council, dated the 10th of November 1766 ; in which, 
notwithftauding the injuries he had received, he did not forget the 


44 requeuing us to indulge him wirh a longer flay, to fettle his own and the affair# of his 
44 copHitucnti, which he reprefents to be extremely intricate. 

44 rtgnicd t Wc write in anfwer to Mr. Sage, that we did not imagine him fo little ac- 
11 quainted with the nature of our orders as to be doubtful how far it behoved him to put 
44 them in execution. That notwithftanding what Mr. Bolts alleges in his letter, wc are 
44 well allured that, inftcad ot making it his bufinefs to fettle his affairs at Bandras , 
" which was the folc reafon ot his being permitted to return thither, he entered into new 
41 concerns. That he is thcrcfoic to inform Mr. Bolts wc are determined our oidcrs (hall 
14 not be trifled with, and that he is to conflder himfelf as fufpended the Company’s fer- 
44 vice from the 28th of this month, tor not complying with our pofitivc injunflions for 
44 his leturn 1 0 Calcutta, However, in confldcratiun of the fllaiifible rcafons he now for 
44 the firft time affigns, he is further *0 acquaint Mr. Bolts, that provided he arrives at 
44 Calcutta by the 10th October, his fufpenflon will be taken off; and if for this purpofc 
44 he does not leave Bandras by the iff of October, that he is \u ferni him away by force." 

With refpeft to the new concerns which, in this letter, the board fay they wcic aflured 
the wiitcr had entered into, there appeared nothing on their records to juflify the afTer- 
tion. It is therefore probable, that this paragraph was occafloncd by fomc private letter 
which the Prsfrdent had received from his Agent, Mr. Chamier , at Bandras, who was 
one of the peifons that had in view the getting pofleflion of the writer's trade and manu- 
factories, All the writer’s conoerns in thofe provinces, at this time, were of old Hand- 
ing ; but it mufl be remarked, that if the board’s affertion had been true, the writer was 
then under no public prohibition or reflraint, with refpeft to his mercantile tranfaftions : 
nor could any fuch have been legally impofed on him. 
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refpeft due to ftjp&iors. Tli£*n6wlng id Mr extf*& ;from his letter 
to the board on this occafioni 

■i 

“To the Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive, frefident and Go- 

“ vernor, and to the Gentlemen of the Council at IF or t William. 

“ My Lord and Gentlemen, • 

“ I propofe going to Europe as foon as I can^lftt^ my private 
“ concerns, which bufinefs, together with the employment to 
“ which your Lord (hip, &c. Gentlemen have been pleafed to ap- 
“ point me, as Alderman in the Mayor's Court, will ingrofs the 
“ whole of my time. 1 therefore hereby requeft permiffion to refign 
“ the fervice of the honourable Company. Permit me at the fame 
“ time to affure my honourable mafters, that I (hall ever moft hear- 
“ tily rejoice at the continued profperity of the Company, and retain 
“ a due fenfe of gratitude for the independent fortune which their 
“ fervice has enabled me to acquire ; a fortune which, I glory, has. 
“ been gained byindujlry and lawful trade alone. Permit me further, 
“ my Lord and Gentlemen, to add my fincereft wifhes for the fuc- 
“ cefs of your endeavours to fecure the permanency of the great and 
“ advantageous acquilitions which our honourable employers at this 
“ time enjoy ; and believe me to be, with the greateft relpeft. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 

Fort William, Your moft obedient humble fervant, 

the l oth Nov. 1 766. (Signed) WILLIAM BOLTS.’* 

To which letter the following anfwcr was returned : 

“To Mr. William Bolts. 

“SIR, 

“ I am dire&ed by the Right Honourable the Prelident and 
“ Council to acknowledge the receipt of your letter to them of the 
“ rothinftant, and to acquaint you, that your requeft to refign the 
“ honourable Company’s fervice is complied with. 

I am, SIR, 

Fart William Your moft obedient fervant, 

the 26 th Nov. 1 7 66. (Signed) W 1 I*LIAM ALDERSE Y, Sec.” 


It 
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It was about this time, according to * Mr. Verelft , that the writer, 
a + virtuous zealot , a \Jlurdy champion , and a \\ patriot, commenced his 
furious zeal for reformation. But while it is lubmitted to the judgment 
of the candid reader, how far any part of his conduit, which is now. 
wholly laid before him, merits fuch reflexions, the writer will pro- 
ceed to fay a few necefliiry words on the alterations which had taken 
effeX, about this period, in the ftate of the private inland-trade ; as 
particularly conncXed with his own cafe. 

When the Right Honourable Lord Clive and his Committee en- 
tered upon regulating the inland-trade of the country, the writer, as 
hath been (hewn, was at Bandras. It was impofliblc to conceive the 
meaning of the various orders which they iffued at that period, rc- 
fpeXing commerce, in the Bengal provinces. But as, by the agree- 
ments of Augujl 1 765, they had pretended to rellore the Nabob Sujah 
alDowlah and the Rajah Bulwantfng to the pofleflion of the refpeXivc 
diftriXs which they were pleafed to aflign them, it any faith could be 
placed in fuch agreements, thofe Princes were to be left to the go- 
vernment of' their own territories; and conlequently the rules or 
laws of the Prefidency at Calcutta could no more be fuppofed to 
extend to Bandras, than to § China ; whether they aXed as Governor 
and Council, or as Nabob of Bengal. . 

But all the writer could know of their orders upon this fubjeX, at- 
that diftance from Calcutta, was from vague and uncertain reports. 
Their firft (lep had been the ordering of all free-merchants, together 
with all European , Armenian, and Portuguefe agents, from the interior 
country down to the Prclidcncy. The writer knew that Mr. Vereljl, . 
then a member of the ScleX Committee, did, in the year 1764, give 

• Verelfi'% View, (sfc. page 39. t Ibid, page 20. 

$ Ibid, page 21.. |] Ibid, page 40. 

$ This appears fo felf-cvident a condufion, that it would be ablurd to require an argu- 
ment in fupport of it, Nevertheless, to (hew what were the opinions ot other old and able 
lervants of the Company, in a cafe exaflly fimilar, we will here inform the reader, that 
when the Nabob Ccffim Ally •Kha-wn attempted, by means of his Fowzdar, or Governor at 
Rangamaity (a place bordering on the kingdom of Affam ) to lay reitraints on the trade of 
the Company's lervants into and from that kingdom, the following were the words of a 
letter from Meffis. Cartier, Senior, Leycejler, and French, then at Dacca, to the Prefident 
and Council at Calcutta, dated the toth "January 1763, on that orcafion : 

“ With refpefl to Affam, we mud beg leave to obferve, that the Nabob, <jr his Fowzdar 
“ of Rangamatty, can have no more right to regulate the terms of our commerce with the > 
" natives of that country, than with thofe of China. All the power he exerts over our gomaf- 
“ tabs is arbitrary and opprelfive ; and neither juflicc nor ancient cudoms can warrant fuch 
“ aliufes, or regulate his officers in the coliefling of taxes, although the whole diieflion is 
“ now referred to his Daroga (an undcr-officcr) at Rangamatty. No duties have ever yet 
“ been paid on lacks, muggadhootics, and other goods brought from AJJam," is’c, (sfc. 

O Ills 
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his * opinion in the ftrongcft terms in favour of employing European 
agents in preference to the natives. There was no proof of bad con- 
duft given ngainft the gentlemen recalled ; and if any had been guilty 
of mil’demeanors, it was unjuft to involve the innocent in punilhment 
with the guilty. Moft of them redded at the Company’s fubordinatc 
iettlements, within the jurifdiflion of his Majefty’s charter ofjuftice, 
and under the eyes of their Chiefs and Councils ; over whom alfo 
they, in their turns, were the moft natural and bell: checks. Befides, 
the Prclident and Council at Calcutta had it in their power, through 
the nominal Nabobs of Bengal, to make and inforce what regulations 
they pleafed, to prevent inch abui'es as might be dreaded, or to in- 
tti& puniftmunts for thole prattiled. It was therefore difficult to 
comprehend the propriety of luch a mcafurc. 

So like wife, when they made what they were pleafed to term their 
+ regulations for the provinces of Bengal, Bahar , and Orijfa, they 
appointed Juggut Seat, Cooflmulchund, and Odweichund, “ chiefs of 
“ trade, with irmnenle annual falaries: but what the bulinefs of 
thole appointments was intended to he, or what the young Seats tranf- 
a<fted in coulcquerice thereof, was never known to the Public ; nor 
did they or the Company ever receive a tingle % inftance of fervice 
therefrom. At one time, a law was made prohibiting § “ any of the 
“ inhabitants from going beyond the limits oj ten miles round Calcutta, 
“ ’without frfl applying for and obtaining the Company’s permission.” 
At another time, no merchant was permitted to purchafe goods at 
the manufa&uring towns without a pcnvllnah, or licenfe from the 
Governor. 

The objefts of the Committee, in elhbtilhing thefe different regu- 
lations, were alleged to be the advantage of the Company and the 
good of the native people. But how the application of luch regula- 
tions could be made productive of thole ends would be difficult to 
reconcile to found rcalbn or experience. The real wifdom of luch 
proceedings, therefore, apparently conftfted in the fagacious and vir- 
tuous governing-party’s fecuring every advantage of dealing to them- 
i'elves : and indeed correlpondent with the principles of luch policy 
did the effects of their practice really prove. 

In the general letter to Bengal , dated the 8th February 1 764, the 
Court of Directors, after oblerving that the difputes aud difficulties 

• See Appendix A, Num. IX. page 2j. 

■\ Report*, vol. III. page 421. 

J See the 4 tit paragi aph of the letter from the Director*, Appendix, page 8JJ. 

| At a Coufultation held at Calcutta, on the 24th March 1 7 66. 

6 which 
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which had occurred with the Country-government, appeared evidently 
to have been occafioned by the unwarrantable manner of carrying on 
the private trade of their fervants, in prejudice to the Nabob, both, 
with rcfpeCt to the authority and revenues juftly due to him, were 
pleafed to direCt, 

* Par. 22. “ That as our firmaun-privileges, of being duty-free, 
“ are Certainly confined to the Company's export and import trade only, 
“ you are to have recourfe to and keep within the liberty therein fti- 
“ pulated and given, as nearly as can poflibly be done; but as by 
“ the connivance of the Bengal government, and + constant ufage, 
“ the Company's covenant-fervants have had the fame benefit as the 
“ Company with refpeCt to their export and import trade, we are 
“ willing they fhould enjoy the fame, and that auftucks be granted 
“ accordingly : but herein the molt effectual care is to be taken, that 
“ no excefles or abufes are fuffered, upon any account whatfoever, 
“ nor duftucks granted to any others than our covenant-fervants, as 
“ aforefaid ; however, notwithflanding any of our former orders, no 
“ writer is to have the benefit of a duftuck until he has lerved out his 
■“ full time of five years in that {Ration : free-merchants and others are 
“ not intitled to, or to have the benefit of, the Compares dufiucks , but 
“ are to pay the ufual duties. 

Par. 24. “ We are under the ncccflity of giving the before* 
“ mentioned orders, in order to preferve the tranquillity of the coun- 
“ try, and harmony with the Nabob. They are rather outlines 
“ than complete directions, which you are to add to and improve 
“ upon, agreeable to the fpirit of, and our meaning in them, as 
“ may be neceflary to anfwer the defired purpofes ; and if any per- 
“ fon or perfons are guilty of a contravention of them, be they 
“ whomfoever they may, if our own fervants, they are to be dil- 
“ .miffed the fervice; if others, the Company’s protection is to bo 
“ withdrawn, and you have the liberty 0 (fending them forthwith to 

England, if you judge the nature of the offence requires it.” 

By the awve letter it does not appear, that the Directors chofe to 
advert to the nature of the Company’s own trade under the firmaun. 

But the reafons urged againft carrying on the private trade of their 
fervants under that privilege operated with redoubled force againft 
their own. At all tnc manufacturing towns, the gomaftahs of the 

* See Reports, vol. III. page 506. 

| It has already been (hewn, that the privilege of duftucks was allowed to the Com- 
pany’s covenant-fervants, by the exprefi orders of the Court of Direttotl, contained in 
(heir general letter of the 1 7th of June 1 74** See page 7. 

G 2 Company 
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Company had the preference ; for no private gomftltah could do any 
hufmcfs among the weavefs till they were ferved.’ They atone de- 
cided all difputes ; and it was under the fanftion of their authority 
that all oppreffions were pradtifed, wherever there was a Company’s 
gomaflah eftablifhed. 

, Still wilfully lofing fight of the truth, in purfuit of ideas of com- 
merce which had never been thought of before the year 1 764, and 
at a period when the Company ingroffed almoft the whole produce 
of the country, the Directors, in a letter to Bengal , dated the 26th 
April j 765, thus ingcnioufly argue : “ Treaties of commerce are 
“ underflood ro be for the mutual benefit of the contracting parties. Is 
“ it then poilible to fuppofe, that the Court of Dehly , *by confirming 
“ the privilege of trading free of cufloms, could mean an inland-trade 
“ in the commodities of their own country , to the detriment of their 
“ revenues, and the ruin of their own merchants ?” 

In lupport of the new and unintelligible principles, at this period 
adopted by the Juifl India Directors, and of the meafures purfued by 
the noble Lord Clive and his Seledt Committee at Bengal , with re- 
Ipedt to the inland-trade , his Lordfhip alfo * fpeaks thu3 to the ho- 
nourable Houfe of Commons : 

“ Many years ago, an expenfive embafiy was fent to Dehly , to 
“ obtain certain grants and privileges from the Great'Mogux-, in 
“ favour of the Eajl India Company, and amongft others was ob- 
“ taintd the privilege of trading duty-free. The fervants were in- ‘ 
“ dulged with this privilege under the fandtion of the Company’s 
“ name. The Company never carried on any inland-trade. Their 
“ commerce has been confined to exports and imports only. It is im- 
“ poflible that the fervants fhould have a more extenfive right than 
“ the Company itfelf ever had : yet they claimed a privilege of 
“ carrying on an inland-trade duty-free. The abfurdity of a privi- 
“ lege la ruinous to the natives, and fo prejudicial to ( the revenues 
“ of the country, is obvious. At the revolution, in 1757, no fuch 
“ claim was fet up j nor was any fuch trade carried on publicly , or to 
“ my knowledge, during my government, which ended in the be- 
“ ginning of the year 1760.” 

Was it necefl’ary to inform the Courts who had the direction of 
ttafi India affairs in the years 1765, 1766, and 1767, that the goods 
provided for the Company, in Bengal , were all commodities of that 
country? That every one of thole commodities is occafionally 

* See his Lcrdfl iip’s printed fpccch of the 30th March 1772, page 12. 

at) 
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an' wpdrt? Otthat ati exemption from duties upon their inveftment, 
Which comprehended the greateft part of al} the goods produced in 
the country, was & diminution of the revenues of tub Court of 
Dehly, and tended to the “ ruin of their merchants f” ' 

After having read the various orders of the Courts of Eaf India 
Dire&ors, from the earlieft period of their acquifition of privileges, 
authorizing their fervants and others to trade under their duftucks 
duty-free ; after knowing what numbers of duftucks were granted 
for fuch private trade, previous to the year 1 760 ; and after perilling 
the treaty made by Lord Clive in June 1 7 c 7, on fetring up Meer 
Jaffier Ally Khaxvn , in which fuch immenfe lums were ftipulatcd for 
restitution of Ioffes fuftained by the private merchants of Calcutta : 
fltall the honourable Houfe of Commons be Icrioufly told, that there 
was no fuch inland-trade carried on in Bengal before the year 1 760 ? 

Was it nccefl'ary to inform the noble Lord, who, in the years 
1765 add 1766, had himfelf been, in faft, the Great Mogul, if 
not the East India Company, that the mutual relation, if ever 
there exifted any, between the “ contrasting parties ,” was then at an 
end ; and that in the fituation of Hindofan at that and the fubfequent 
periods, with refpeft to Bengal and it’s dependencies, the firmaua 
was become a piece of wafte paper ? 

Here the line fhould have been drawn ; for what might have been 
beneficial for the Company and their fervants to encroach under the 
pretended fanftiou of the firmaun, at a former period, became ruinous 
from the moment in which they took thefovereignty of Bengal upon 
themfelves. It was to the freedom of trade that Bengal owed her 
ancient profperity : and it has been principally owing to the want of 
that freedom, among other caufes, to which we muft aferibe the 
juftnefs of Mr. *Becl)er'% remark, that the condition of the people 
of Bengal has been worfe fince the acceflion of the Company to the 
Dewannee than it was before. 

To perufe all the arguments of parties contending with different 
views, on the fubjeft of the inland-trade in Bengal , during the time 
in which the Company were hefitating whether there lhould be a 


* ExtraSl of a Utter from Richard Becher, Efj) a member of the Sdeft Committee at 
Bengal, and then Ref deni at the Durbar, to Governor Verdft at Calcutta ; dated the 
24r?June 1769. 

u It muft give pain to an Englifhman to have reafon to think, that fince the acccITion oF 
u the Company to the Dewannee, the condition of the people of this country has bee® 
41 worfe than it was before ; and yet lam afraid the fa Ct is undoubted." 

6 
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Nabob, or no Nabob, would be an endlefs and unprofitable talk. 
The reader not pofl'effed of local knowledge of India would be per- 
plexed by oppfite fentiments and authorities, equally weighty in 
appearance. The Courts of Directors in former times were of one 
opinion, in modern times of another. In the year 1760, Major 
Carnac , Mr. Ve rtljl, and the whole Council, were of opinions diffe- 
rent from Mr. Vanfhtart and Mr. HaJlings , whofe fentiments were 
approved by the Directors. Soon afterwards, Mr. Scrafton, and 
the other Directors, differed from Mr. Vanfittart. At another 
period. Lord Clive, General Carnac , and Mr. Vereljl differed from 
the reft of the Council, and the Directors afterwards differed from 
them alL 

In fupport of their favourite temporary fyftems, the parties have 
fometimts made diftindions without differences, to perplex the 
fubjed. Thus we fee in the noble Lord’s fpeech, already cited, 
the Honourable Houle of Commons were told, “ that the Com- 
“ pany never carried on any inland-trade,” and that “ their com- 
“ merce had been confined to exports and imports only." 

It is true, that the goods which the Company imported were all 
fold at the Prefidency of Calcutta, and thole they bought in the 
interior country were all brought to Calcutta , and exported. But 
in both cafes t ley have conftantly given their duftucks, to the per- 
fons who bought their goods Calcutta to tranlport and fell them, 
duty-free, wherever they pleafed ; and to the perfons from whom 
they bought their goods, to bring them, in like manner, from 
the places where they lay, or were provided : as is particularly ex- 
preficd in the letter from the Directors, of the * 1 7th June 1 748. 

Is not this, to all intents and purpofes, carrying on an “ inland - 
“ trade?" or where is the real merchant who can draw a fair 
diftindion ? If in bringing, or carrying goods from or to a place 
diftant three hundred miles from Calcutta, a merchant, half-way- 
on his journey, Ihould find a demand for his commodities, the man 
who fells them on that fpot is doing as great a fervice to the coun- 
try, as he who conveys them to a port for final exportation. But 
in the articles of fait and grain, againft dealing in which the 
greateft and moft futile objedions have been railed; the inland- 
trader does far greater fervice to a manufafturing-country than an 
exporter of thole commodities. Yet have ..we feen even Ea/l India 
Diredors affed to adopt this modem diftindion, of ankles for 


* See page 7. 
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inland-trade , and articles for foreign exportation ; between which no 
line can ever be ufefully drawn in Bengal , or indeed any where elfe. 
Nay, what is more ridiculous, while ailing as Sovereigns of that 
country, we have feen them gravely pretending to accommodate 
fuch regulations to the intention and fpirit of the Firmaun l 

In the perplexity, therefore, in which this fubjeit has been ftudl- 
oufly involved, the reader will naturally have rccourfe to the fir IV 
Ample principles of policy and commerce, which muft be invariably 
the fame in all places and times ; conformably to which, every 
man has the right to buy and fell what and where ho pleafes, pay* 
ing all legal duties, and fubmitting to all lawful reftnitions ; and 
fuch is well known to have ever been the praitice in Hindoflan. 

The meaning, therefore, of the various extraordinary commer- 
cial-regulations made at the Prefidency of Calcutta , in the years 
1765 and 1766, of which we (hall treat more fully in a fubfequent 
chapter, being quite incomprehenfible to a merchant, or indeed to 
any other man, whofe mind was left illuminated than a member’s 
of the Select Committee, it was, confequently, to the firft uncor- 
rupted principles of policy, juftice, and commerce, that the writer 
had recourfe. When at Bandras, a confiderable time before he 
had any thoughts of emitting the Company’s fervice or of difeon- 
tinuing bufmefs, he therefore fettled a plan with the Rajah Bui - 
•wantfng, within whofe territories his trade latterly was chiefly pro- 
fccuted, for carrying it on upon a footing with the natives, and 
paying the eftablifhed duties. Thefe were the engagements to 
which he was principally indebted for that favour aud proteilion 
which he and his people afterwards experienced from tne Rajah ; 
and to fuch conduit did he owe the preference in dealings, which 
the natives of the Ghazipoor province, when left to ait freely for 
themfelves, always did give him and his agents, to any other go- 
maftahs of Europeans. From this conduit was he likewife enabled 
to procure money from the merchants of Bandras, to any amount, 
at the intereft of from five to feven per cent, per annum , where after- 
wards it could not be procured by others for even twelve per cent. 
and it was from this conduit that the writer, after his refignation,, 
without the influence of a Company Vlervant, and in fpite of re- 
peated private orders from the Prefident and members of the Coun- 
cil, for the obltruition of his bufinefs, was enabled fuccefsfully to 1 
profecute legal trade, till military force was employed to feize the 
perfons of his agents, and rob him of his property. 

It 



56 CONSIDERATIONS ON 

It Imn been already fhewn, that the firft great man with whom 
the writer’s trade interfered, was the noble Lotd Clive, who right 
honourably deprived him of the benefits of his own difeovery. 

The fecond fet of gentlemen to whom his trade wa.s ©ffenfive, 
were thole concerned in the monopoly of cotton imported from 
Surat , of which fome account has been * already given. The cotton 
imported by the writer, from the weftern countries, was little infe- 
rior to that from Surat ; and the ftream of the Ganges flowing con- 
ftantly and with great ftrength eaftward, into the Bengal provinces, 
his cotton could be traofported from Banaras in ten or twelve days, 
to di fiances that would require fix weeks or two months for its 
conveyance fo far up that river, by towing againft the rapidity 
of the current. The writer, therefore, had evidently the advan- 
tage of all the inland-markets. 

A third fet, with whom, unfortunately for the writer, his trade 
interfered, were Mr. Rumbold and the gentlemen of the Patna- 
faftory. This was in the articles of the Company’s ftaple-imports, 
and in ophium. 

The merchants from the high country, who had been ufed to 
refort to Patna , could now be fupplied with woollen goods, and 
other ftaplc -commodities at Banaras and Mirzapore, and thereby 
lave themfelvcs the expence and trouble of a journey of one hun- 
dred and twenty miles. With, refpedt to ophium, the Patna- gen- 
tlemen had been ufed to fupply the market of Calcutta with that 
commodity, which was ever confidered as a capital part of their 
profits. No other province produced the genuine ophium required 
by the traders to Mallacca and the eaftem iflands ; for the other 
fpecies, from Baghe/porc, Purnea, and Rungpore, was in bad repute. 
The diftri&s wherein the writer’s ophium was made, were only fe- 
parated from the Pd/ra- province by the river Caramnajfa. There 
could, therefore, be no doubt entertained of the genuine goodnel's 
of the ophium, fo far as it depended upon the loil and climate ; 
although in the firft feafon it might prove fomewhat defective, from 
fuch difficulties as generally occur in new undertakings of impor- 
tance. The Patna- gentlemen, however, were furprizea, in Novem- 
ber 1766, by the writer’s importing three hundred chefts at Cal- 
cutta, before they had brought a lingie one to market, and at a 
time too when it fold for four hundred Arcot rupees per cheft. 

A fourth fet of gentlemen of the Council, with General Smith at 
tjit: head of them, although at that time it was unknown to the 

* Page 30. 


writer, 



INDIA AFFAIRS. Part II. 57 

writer, had formed a plan for difpofleffing him of his trade in f.dt- 
petre, as will hereafter be (hewn. 

It may be here neccfl'ary to inform the reader, that it was ever 
the cuftom for thole covenant- ftrvants, who had rtltgned the llr- 
vice of the Company in Bengal, to be permitted to* ri tide there, 
11 nmole lied, as long as they p leafed, in the capacity, and with the 
privileges of f ee- merchants. Moreover, the writer being a judge in 
the Mayor’s Court, agreeably to the royal charter, lie was exprdly 
inverted with the right of refulcnce in Bengal for life, under the pro- 
tection of the Company, and was irremoveahle from his judicial leaf, 
except for legal caule. But as fuch courtitutioual (ecuiity was in- 
fufficient for the protection of any man againft the arbitrary man- 
dates of the moft noble Prertdent, and his fagacious Council, they 
were plcafed to caufe the following letter to be lent to him. 

“To Mr. William Bolts. 

“SIR, 

“ I am directed, by the Right Honourable the Preftdent and 
“ Council, to lignify to you, that as you have refigned the Company's 
“ fervice, and cannot claim anv title to remain longer in India, you are 
“ pofitively not to engage further in commercial concerns, and to ' prepare 
“ to embark for England in one of the Company’s returning (hips 
“ of this fcafon. 

“ I am, SIR, 

“ Fort ll r illiam, “ Your molt obedient fervant, 

the $th Jan. 1767.” “ (Signed) WILLIAM ALDERSEY, See.” 

To manifeft more fully the iniquity of this order, it is pro- 
per here to remark, that when any European merchant in Bengal 
rcfolves to quit trade, in order to embark for Europe, it ncccflarily 
requires two or more years to liquidate and tini(h his commercial 
concerns ; for which purpole it had likewife been the invariable 
praClice to allow the lervatit, fo refigning, the privilege even of 
duftucks, for twelve months from the time of his resignation. 
Whereas, to have complied with that order, the writer mull have 
embarked within two months, as no (hips would have been dif- 
patched at a later period of the feafon. 

There never had been an inftance of fuch an order being given, 
in Bengal, at any former period, from the fort eftablilhment of 
the Company to that day. Their fuperior fervants never before 
prefumed to think they had a right to order anv man to dc lirt from 
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trading, or in other words, from purfutng the' means ofhis exiftenee, 
wlio was lawfully refident in India. The - authorities already pro- 
duced, in the preceding’ chapter, fully prove fuch an order to have 
been as repugnant to tne fpirit and letter of the regulations efta- 
blilhed by former Courts of Directors, as it was contrary to natu- 
ral-juftice. Even the Dire&ors themfelves cauld have no right 
fuddenly to withdraw the privilege for which the writer had ex- 
prefly covenanted with them, bn his going out to India ; and 
much lefs could their fervants poffcfs fuch an authority. But had 
the Directors even poflefl’ed fuch a right, yet, as hath been before 
oblerved, nothing could have rendered an order of that kind war- 
rantable, from the Prefldent and Council, but the official fignatures. 
of thirteen, or more Dire&ors of the Company ; and that too for 
legal reafons , exprejly ajfgntd. 

Although tne writer .was fully fenfible of the illegality of the 
proceeding, he did not enter upon that fiibjeft with the Prdident 
and Council. Being at that time ferioufly refolved to quit bufinefs, 
and return to Europe as foon as it might Be in his power, he was. 
unwilling to add nrength to the unmerited malice of his perfecu- 
tors, from envy at his fuccefs. Belides, he was actually afraid of 
fudden violence, from the treatment he had already met with, and 
the recent examples before him.— -Many of the fuperior lervants of 
the Company had been condemned unheard by tne Committee.— 
The inhabitants, both natives and European }, were frequently feized > 
and arbitrarily confined by military-force, within the Brifiijb fettlc- 
ment, without any acculation, 6r form of legal procefs. — Some- 
times fuch imprifonments were made under the pretence of their 
being for the advantage of the country-government ; at others, of the 
Company’s. But any pretence was thought fuffleient for imprifon- 
ment or relcafement, a? either quadrated with the views of the 
Select Committee, or even thole of their meaneft inftruments. 

' Nundcomdr , who, while prime minifler to the Nabob, had, like 
tithers, been brought down to Calcutta and there confined by the 
former Prefldent and Council, upon an ajccufation of treasonable cor- 
refpondence with the enemies of the Company, had been fet at 
liberty, without any trial, becaufe he was found a neceffary tool to 
the Select Committee., 

Cayetn Beg , a favourite and general aHo of the Nabob Najirn al 
Dowlah's, was feized * at Murjhedabad , brought down ana con- 

• See Lord Clive' % letter to the Nabob Najim al Dtulab, dated the 6th July 17C5. 
Appendix B. Num. 1. page 286. 
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fitted at Calcutta, for the titter of that Nabob i btcauft , as was alleged, 
he had frightened the mintfters who had been impofed upon his 
matter. 

Groups of Englijbmtn were Huddenly Cent to prifon ; btcauft it was 
alleged they had fold fpirituous liquors. 

Several Eughfb gentlemen wete mut up in their * houfes, for the 
purpose of being lent, when convenient, by force to England', be - 
caujt they had formerly been militanr officers, and in a general re- 
fignition had given up their commimons, in a manner which the 
Committee darned mutinous, though they were then under no 
covenants for forvicc. 

Mooter am, a' Hindoo, and man of family, who had been lately 
appointed Fowzdar of Hoogly, through the intereft of Mr. John 
John/lont, one of the Council, together with Bujuntroy, his dewan, 
were fuddenly + imprifoned ; btcauft the Committee were pleafed 
to judge they were deeply concerned in the pecuniary transitions 

* Appendix A. Nua. XX. ptge la 6. 

f Extras from the Proceedings rf the Seted Committee, held at Calcutta the 7 th of 

- June 1765. '* 

Prefeat, ‘the Right Honourable Robert Lord Clive, Prefident, 

William B right weti Sumner, 

Harry Verelfl, and 
Francis Sykes, Efquirc*. 

** Upon advice bdng received, that certain bills, fpeeified in Mahmmtd Rtza Khawn'tt 
*• attefted account!, and there faid to be received, had been £nce offered back to the 
« (aid Mahmmtd Rtza Khawn, by one Bujuntroy, employed for that purpofc by 
'• Mooteram, Fowzdar of Hoogly. 

« The Committee, judging loch voluntary reftiturion to be of a very extraordinary 
“ nature, and fufpeftirig it was deftgned to fereen Mooteram from detection, and cover 
** tranfaftians with which it might highly concern the public to be acquainted, 

“ Refolve, that the faid Bujuntroy he fazed, brobght before the Committee, and 
«< fworn to anfwer truly to fuch queltiona as (hall be propofqd to him.” 

Oothe 8th June 1765. 4 

It appearing from the, e»id«nc« of Mohammed Reza Khtrwn and Juggut Seat, 
« and alfo from the depolition of Bujuntroy, that Mooteram, Fpwzdar of Hoogly, was 
“ deeply concerned in all the pecuniary tranfaftlons fpeclfled id thofe evidences, bills to 
“ a great amount having been drawn in his favour, 

“ The Committee refolve, that he be fent for, fworn, and examined in thek pre- 
“ fence, and alfo, that he be confronted by Mahmmtd Reza Khawn and Juggut Seat, 
“ in order that it may appear with certainty, whether the faid Mooteram waa autho- 
“ rized to demand money of the Seats, or whether hp prefumed to proftitute the cha- 
“ rafters of the gentlemen of the deputation, by making ufe of their names, without the 
“ fimftioa of their exprefs authority.” 

H a 


between 



60 CONSIDERATIONS O N 

between the Nabob and the Englijb deputies, and - were' going to 
make a voluntary reftitution of an improper and extraordinary 
nature. 

Ramnaut , another Hind ro, and a merchant, who had a£ted as 
banyan, or dewan to Mr. George Gray, like wife a member of the 
Council, was alfo luddcnly lei/.cd and imprifoned by the Com- 
mittee ; becaufe it was alleged he was * “ a molt notorious offender,” 
who had been guilty of extortion and other great crimes in the in- 
terior country. And although thofe crimes were faid, by the Pre- 
fidcnt and Committee, to have been committed at Maldah, within 
the Nabob’s jmifdittion, they found it convenient to keep the 
man confined many months within their own at Calcutta. 

The rcafons affigued by the noble Lord Clive and the Select 
Committee, as well in juftification of this firft imprilorupacnt of 
Rumnaut, as for the mcellity of employing military force on fuch 
occalions ; with the arguments of his Lordmip’s opponents, may be 
feen at large in the + Appendix. Notwithfhnding artful pretences, 
a dilcerning and unprejudiced reader, on reference thereto, will 
readily perceive, that the objeft of the Committee in their impri- 
fon incut of both thole Hjadoos, was, in fupport of their fyftem, 
more for the extortion of evidence from the prisoners again!! the 
gentlemen of the former Council, tlian the good of the Company, 
or the advantage of the country. ' 

But it is not the writer’s intention to examine into the difputes 
that fublifted between the gentlemen of the former Council and 
the Select Committee. All he means to infer and Ihew, ap- 
plicable to his own cafe is, that in the Briiijh fettlcment of Calcutta, 
at the period under confideration, there was no fccurity of perfons 
or properly ; that even the outward forms "of juftice, which are 
ulually preserved, for appearance-fake, in the worft of govern- 
ments, were not attended to ; and that the Right Honourable Pre- 
hdent, his Committee and Council, had fet the laws of England 
»t ablblute defiance, proclaiming they were not bound by them in 
}ndia y and ailing accordingly by arbitrary wilh 

The noble Lord had t declared, that he would not fubmit to 

the 

* Appendix A, page 7$. 

l Ibid. Letter A. Num. XVI. particularly page 75, 6c. 

X Extraft from tht Cafe of Mr . William Verhi e. 

“ Mr. Virtue intended to proceed againiV Lord €ltve % but his Lordlhip refafing to 
44 fubmit tc the jurifdiflioQ ot the court* there, Mr. Vertu$ could get no attorney to be 
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the jurifdi&ion of the Britijb Courts of Juft ice in Bengal: and at a 
meeting, in which the mattei had been lolerrmly dilcnffed, Mr. 
Vereljl, and the reft of the juftices, gave it as their unanimous opi- 
nion, that * “ OPPRESSIONS COMMITTED BY THE PRESIDENT 
“ AND COUNCIL WERE NOT COGNIZABLE 13 Y ANY CIVIL AU- 

“ thority in India.” 

It is not, therefore, ftraining our argument to afli-rf, that the 
writer, or any other inhabitant of the II dip fcttlemcnts in Bengal, 
who at that time had difputed the legality of their orders, however 
oppreffive or illegal, would have had more to fear from the dijin- 
terefted Jlatc-craft of the immaculate Select Committee, who had in 
view no other obje&s than the temporal profperity of the Kaji India 
Company, and the welfare of the natives ; than any fubjedf, in the 
moft bigotted ftate of Europe, during the darkeft times of l'uperfti- 
tion, ever had to dread from the religious priejl-craft of an holy in- 
quifition, w!x> never had in view any other objects than the glory 
of a merciful God, and the fpiritual happinels of mankind ! 

44 concerned for him, as appears by letters in his cudody, which he received from four 
«* different attornies on the occafion ; of which that trora Mr. George Sparks is the 
44 molt particular, faying, “That on the 2 iff Qttober 1766, he waited on Lord Clive, 
u and acquainted him, that Mr. Vertue had defired he would bring an attion of tref- 
44 pafs, for aflault and falfe imprifonment, agatoft Lord Clive and ail perfons concerned 
u therein; and that Lord Clives anfwer was, that if he bad injured i\lr. Vcitue, the 
44 King's Bench was open to him , and that the court there had no authority to call 
44 the Governor, or Council, to account for any thing they did , and that he would not 
41 anfwer there ; that he fuppofed Sparks had read the att of parliament on that head, 
44 and that he advifed Sparks to have nothing to fay to the affair ." 

# See the proceedings of a Bench of J-ulliccs at Calcutta on the 8ih of September 
1766; at which were prefent, Harry Vereljl, Randolph Marriott, Hugh iVatts , Claud 
Ruffell , IVUliam Aldcrfey , Thomas Kclfall, and Charles Tffoyer , Efquires. Appendix A. 
Nun*, XX. page 129. 
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CHAP. III. 

Containing Tranfa&ions between the late Governing-ser- 
vants of the CoMrANY in BENGAL and the Writer; 
from his being firft ordered to repair to ENGLAND in 
January 1767, until their Imprifonment, in March 1768, of 
the Armenian Merchants, who aCted as his mercantile 
Agents. 

T HE writer’s reafons for not entering upon the illegality of 
the order of the 5th January 1767, which he receiftd from 
Lord Clive and his Council, have already been afligned. _ Being 
anxious to return to Europe , he diligently employed hxmfelf in con- 
cluding his mercantile concerns and collecting his outftanding 
eftcCts. This, however, it was importable for him to do, with- 
out the effectual afliftance of the President and Council. The coun- 
try-government, as the Pageant-Nabob and his pretended minifters 
were called, was no other than a delufion ; for the laws of the 
country bad in every refpeCt been entirely fubverted, and all real 
power aflumed by the Prefident and SeleCt Committee at Calcutta . 
When, therefore, he found it abfolutely necefl'ary to apply for 
afliftance in liquidating his affairs, the writer addrefled a relpeCtful 
* letter to the Prefident and Council, in which he gave them a 
general account of his outftanding concerns, and exprefled his 
chearfulnefs, while bringing them to an end, in fubmitting to the 
regulations eftablifhed by the Company in thofe places to which 
their jurifdiCtion extended, and to the laws and cuftoms of Hin- 
dojlan in fuch countries as were independent of their authority. 

In the letter referred to, it will be obferved, that a promife was 
made that the writer would not enter into any new inland-deal- 
ings. But this could not be fairly conftrued to mean, that he 
(h ou Id not bring down to Calcutta fuch goods as were already 
manufactured, and then laying ready for that purpofe ; or to pre- 
clude him in the recovery of outftanding debts, from receiving 
goods in payment, where bis debtors could not pay in money. 
With the tnoft afiiduous and fuccefsful application, two years, at 


z 
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* See Appendix F. Nura. I. page 434. 
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lead, would be neccffary for accomplilhing fuch tranladions. But 
it was a promile which the writer made foltlv for his own conve- 
nience, no man or fet of men being affected by it, as parties, or 
having a legal right to enfo ce its execution. Ncverthelels, it was 
then lincerely made ; but fo opprcllive was the pollcrior conduct 
of the Prelidcnt and members of the C ouncil towards him, that by 
tendering it impoflible for him to comply with It, they virtually 
abfolved him from the obligations thereof, and forced his conti- 
nuance in the country, figainft his inclination ; as will be more 
fully made appear in the courfe of thde (hccts. 

After the expiration of near a month, the Prefulent and Soled 
Committee found leifure to take into conlideration the writer’s let- 
ter of the 9th February 1767; their proceedings whereon are in- 
fefted in the * Appendix. Candour can require no it range r proof 
of the ambiguous and undetermined Rate of the double-govern- 
ment in Bengal at that period, than is exhibited in tliofe proceed- 
ings ; wherein the Prelident and Select Committee direct their Cut * 
cherry at Calcutta to examine into the claims upon Zemindars in the 
interior country, where it could poffefs no jurildidion. Upon being 
informed of this determination of the Committee, the writer ac- 
quainted their Secretary with the evident inconfiftency thereof, 
and thereupon other proceedings relative to this bulincl's were held 
by the Committee on the + 10th March 1767; and he was, in con- 
fequcnce thereof, informed by a letter from the Secretary, that for 
the adjuftment of his claims in the interior provinces, the Prelidcnt 
would grant perw&nahs to the Indian Courts of the leveral diftrids. 
where the demands were made ; from which he might appeal to the 
Ministers and Resident at the Durbar. 

In an application which he had had occafion to' make a few 
months before, the writer had already experienced the appeal to the 
ministers to be a mere juggle. The occalion was tne ftoppage 
of lomc of his boats by an officer, or minister, at Ragemahl > 
who likewife extorted one hundred rupees from the boat-people, 
and would neither releqfe the boats or return the money, without 
an order from Mr. | Sykes, then Relident at the Durbar. 

However, in conlequence of this application from the writer to 
the Committee, Governor Ycrdjl was pleafwl, on the 9th March 
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• See Appendix F. Nura. II. 
i Ibid. Nurn. III. 

I Appendix B. Num, V. page 289. 
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1767, to give him letters to the Nabob Stijah gl Dow/ah , and the 
Rajah Buhvantfng, of which he himfelf has given * * * § extracts to the 
public ; but his' letters were fo filled with infinuations to thofe 
Princes, to withdraw future proteftion, and forbid the further re- 
tsdencc of the writer’s people, that, in a country where the moft 
diftant hint is fuflicient from a man in power to urge the perpetra- 
tion of any aft, the letters he received from Mr. forei/l would 
have done him infinite prejudice, had he not poffefled the good-will 
of the Princes to whom they were direfted. 

The perwanahs to the Rajahs and Zemindars of the country were 
received a month afterwards. They were under the hands and 
teals of Mr, Verclft and Mr. Cartier , and direfted in the moft au- 
thoritative ftyle.— Therein the Seleft Committee-gentlemen de- 
parted from their ufual caution, of afting under the cloak of the 
Nabob, which had been fo ftrongly recommended to them on the 
f x 6th January 1767 by Lord Clive ; which Mr. Vereljl and. the reft 
of the Committee had refolved, on the \ 5th February 17 67, fo 
ftriftly to adhere to ; and of which judicious l'yftem the Court of 
Eajl India Direftors afterwards fo fully § approved. In thefe per- 
wAnahs, the Zemindars were alfo ftrongly prohibited from per- 
mitting the writer to have any dealings or traffick whatever. The 
Zemindars and other natives were ready to furnilh goods for what 
they were indebted to him, but they alleged, that they had not 
ready money fuflicient to pay the extraordinary demands which 
were made on them for the Company’s revenues. Thole perwanahs, 
therefore, remained of no ufe to the writer, who confequently did 
not receive the leaft benefit from Mr. Vetelff s boafted || affifiance for 
the felt lenient of his affairs. 

Equally incfFcftual was every other application of the writer’s to 
the Prefident and Council, for afliftance in obtaining payment of 
his outftanding debts, which could not be otherwife recovered. 
Upon the Committee’s eftablifhment of the monopoly of fait, beetle- 
nut, and tobacco, the. whole fyftem of the government and collec- 
tions, in thofe countries which produced lair, was fuddenly reverfed. 
The Zemindars were prohibited from contrafting with, and the 


* Vcreljl's View, Appendix, page 19;. 

+ See Journals of the Houfe of Commons, vol. XXXIII. page 914. 

j Ibid, page 915. 

§ See a letter from the Court of Direftors to the Prefident and Seleft Committee at 
Tort Wiliam, in Btngal. Appendix A. Num. XXXI. page 166. 
j I’treljTi View, page 41. 
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I»k-boiler» froth working for uny perfous lAit thofe appointed by 
the Committee. Their i'aU-grounds which, according to ancient 
‘•cuftoms, were ufuafly pledged to the luff contra^or till his ba- 
lances were worked out, were now forcibly taken from the perron’s 
who alone had a legal-right to dilpofe of them. The firft natural 
■coniequcnce of this innovation con Id be ho other than what hap- 
pened,— the failure of the Zemindars in the payment of their cufto- 
mary revenues, as being ho longer at liberty to make the moft of 
their grounds. Another confoquence was, the depriving of manv 
of the country-merchants, as well as Europeans , wlvo had not inte- 
reft with the ruling party, of all profpeft of ever recovering their 
outftandiog balances. 

The hr ft application for affiftance in this difficulty, in which the 
writer was concerned, was *on behalf of Mr. John JohnJlone , who 
had balances due to him in the diftri&s, as called, of the country- 
government, on contra&s that had been made before the eftablifh- 
ment by the Committee, of their exclufive trade in fait. This 
affair was referred^ by Mr.VereJl and the Seledt Committee, to 
Mr. <Sy/w* then Refulent at the Durbar ; but was afterwards taken 
up by Mr. VereiJi him felt, when prefent with Mr. Sykes at the Dur- 
bar ; and in a report from tlrole gentlemen, dateef + A 'footejil, the 
28th June 1767, referred back to Mr. Feretjl and the Committee; 
who, on the \ ijth October 1767, came to a refolution, that they 
could give no ufhftanoe in the recovery of Mr. JohnJlone' 9 balances. 

But the nature of fuch references to the tninifiers and Refident at 
the Durbar will be more fully underftood by the intelligent reader, 
when he is informed, that although the Prefident and members 
of the Seled Committee, at this time, did not think the oo- 
vernment refponfible for the claims made by other gentlemen, 
for balances due on their contracts for fait, alleging their advances 
had not been made on the public account ; they had taken care to fc- 
cure the payment of fimilar balances due to themfelves and their 
friends, by a tax levied § upon the natives. 

Tlve next application made by the writer, was for the obtaining 
payment of balances due upon certain falt-grounds in the Com-’ 
pany’s twenty*four pergunnahs, which, in the year 1764, under 
the fan&ion of the orders of the board, when the fair-trade was 


- Appendix F. Num. IV. page 438. 
+ Ibid. A. page 159. 

J ; Ibid. F. Num. XVI. pag? 449. 
j lbib. A. Num. XXXV. page 17J. 
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open to every one, the writer had occupied, and worked jointfy 
with Charles Stafford Play dell and Samuel Middleton , Efquires.— The 
writer being the ailing partner in this concern, his agents at Cal- 
cutta, during his abfence had, in confequeace of certain regulations 
of the board, fo early as the 12th Jedy 1766, made application for 
thefe balances to the Colled or General, then William Brightwed 
Sumner , Efq; but without effed. 

After the expiration of eight months from the faid fir ft applies* 
lion, that is, on the 27th March 1767, a joint * letter was written: 
on this occalion from the partners, Playdell , Middkton, and Bolts',, 
to the Prefident and Council, 

There was at this time a (mail demand fobfifting againft the 
writer, for damaged rice, the remains of what had been provided 
on the Company’s account for the army at lllahabad, and whieft 

lie had bought at a (ale made by the pay-maftfcr at- Band roe . 

A difficulty had arifen relative to the batta, or difference of ex- 
change, between the rupees of that province and thqfe of Calcutta, 
00 which account this demand had for fome time lain dormant. 

Without taking notice of the application of the 27th March 
1767, from the partnersP/ayiM, Middleton, and Bolts, the Prefi- 
dent and Council thought proper to order their Secretary, on the 
14th + April 1767, to exa& from the writer full payment of, their 
demand againft him, for damaged rice ; and fo very prefling were 
they on this trifling affair, that, without giving him time to aoftver 
their Secretary’s .nrft letter, on the next morning they feht him 
another, | pofitively demanding immediate payment. This pro- 
ceeding, was altogether unufual and unaccountable ; however, with- 
out deviating from the refpe£h due to the board, the writer ven- 
tured, on the 15th April 1767, to fend them a § letter, letting 
forth the nature of the tranfa<ftion, which had been mifreprefented 
to them, together with his account-current, in which he had" 
placed oue demand againft the other, and therewith, in a || letter 
to Mr. Secretary Dro%, tendered the balance due from him. 

The conclufion of this affair of the fait and rice-balances, which* 
terminated in the entire diigrace of the Prefident and Council, will 
be (hewn in the following iheets. in the mean time we mu ft 

* See Appendix F. Num, V, page 435. 

f Ibid. Num. VI. 

% Ibid. Num. VII. 

4 Ibid. Num. VIII. 

| Ibid. Num. IX. 

a 


inform 
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inform the reader, that Colonel Richard Smith having taken leave 
of the board at Calcutta , on the 17th March 1767, proceeded up 
to (he brigade of his command at Iliahabad , During his day at 
Calcutta he had been advifed by Governor Vereljl to engage itt 
* trade# in partnership with Mr. Claud Ruffell, who, as well as the 
Colonel',. <had been lately admitted a member of the Seleft Com- 
mittee, Their firft commercial adventure was in the purchalc of 
Witi Vtrelflt (hare of the cargoes of cotton imported from Surat, 
already mentioned, which they bought at an advance of fifty thou- 
land. rupees on what it had coft tne Governor. The Colonel's 
fecond engagement was in fundry ftapic-articles bought at the. Com- 
pany’s aulhon at Calcutta, and tranfported into the provinces of 
Iliahabad , and Owd, where the greateft part was afterwards ibid at 
high prices to the Nabob Sujab al Dowlah. The third undertak- 
ing between the Colonel and Mr. Ruffell was that already men- 
tioned in faltpetrc, to be provided alfo in the provinces where the 
Colonel’s troops were ftationed ; for which bufinefs, they appointed 
a gomaftah, named Ifmaelbeg. This concern was likewiie fo hr 
approved of by Governor Vereljl , that at the requeft of Mr. Ruffell, 
he wrote a letter to the Nabob Sujab al Dowlah, and obtained from 
him, in favour of thofe gentlemen, a perwflnah, or grant for their 
gomaftah, Ifmaelbeg , to have the exelujive privilege of purchafmg 
all the faltpetre produced in that Priuce’s dominions. 

The prolped of fuccefs under thefe great advantages, and th« 
favourable advices relative to this undertaking, which were re- 
ceived from Captain Gabriel Harper, the Colonel’s Aid dc Camp, 
and partner in the concern, who was ftationed with a detachment 
of troops at Fyzabqd, with the Nabob Sujab al Dowlah, appeared 
fo very flattering, that fome time afterwards Mefl’rs. Smith and 
Ruffell propofed to allow (hires in the adventure to feveral other 
+ members of the Council ; to which meafure they were probably 

* See an account of the Colonel's commercial concerns, in his letter to Governor 
Vereljl, dated the 8th February 1768. Journals of the Houle of Commons, vol. 
XXXlIf. pages 938 and 939. 

. f Agreeably to the belt Information that the writer could obtain, the fobdidded (hares 
pn the planning of thie intended monopoly were as follow : 

To Col. Richard Smith, and the gentlemen of hi tjmte, Capt. Harper and others, f 
Claud Ruffell, Efq; * - - • . ... - j 

Thomas Keif all and Wiliam Alderfey, E (quires, . . » . . j 

Charles Ffoyer, pfqi • 

Shares 8 

, la induced 
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induced with a view of Securing ’tfteir interert’ to prtite&thb pro- 
jected bufinefs at the Presidency. -r\i, 

The regular ami' periodical. fucceffion of fads made if requifite to 
introduce this fhort account of thefc commercial engagements plan-* 
ned by the Colonel and gentlemen of the Council, 09 having a 
mod intimate Connexion with the cafe of » the writer $ who, not* 
withftanding the repeated injuries and provocations he had received, 
had, on nft occafiouy raanifelted the flighteft difrefpeft towards the 
Prefident and Council t and much Ids had he been guilty of any 
conduct that could be ia the kaft prejudicial or injurious to the 
Company. But freedom from guilt afforded no fecurity againft 
punilhments, undertho adnainjfhution. of the Prefident aftd Bdeft 
Committee of Gidcutt# at this period. While peaceably employed 
on the duties of his ftatiaa as a judge in tho"Mayor’s Cburt, and 
on the conclufiOn of his mercantile affairs, he was furpfrZed by a 
tentence equally unexpefted and injurious, whereby the Committee 
had condemned himto the fevereft punishment nex t to death ; that 
oft baniftmen#* wmqmmted wfth 'any., change \ unmUfrimHd with any 
aecufcr, Md mheard m hit defence, ■'? 

'the whole of the allegations contained in this fehtence were 
infamoufly falfe, But the abfordity and ineonfiftency of the pro* 
codings of the Secret Committee in this tranfaftion cannot he fee 
ill a ftronger light than by the fentence itfslfi as .delivered to the 
vyritpr by Mf. Alexander GamfbeU on the a^th Afrit 1 767 ; wfcetem 
he was condemued for. whit the Committee fkppoftd he would com* 
mt, as foJlbws : • • •. / ' • > -- ■. 


An EnthiA from . the Proceedings’ of ihi Selefl Committee. .Tkttd tbi 

■ v%tk Aprtl iyffyb. ' 1 ’ " : 

. , ■ . , • < •. li . ■: ■ i vii . ■ ,!!’ •■. ... \t. ■ 

“ That Mr. WMm Wit appears,.. from many cifcumftances, to 
“ be deeply concerned in the confpiracy to ruin Nobektfferis cha- 
raster and attempt his life ; in which- opinion the Committee are. 
confirmed by his violent and declared refentWSfit to Nobekiffw ; 
“ by the ft^are ,1)$. toqH m. l&riog up a jpfofecuticn 

' M agamif him in Hie Const* upon ui .inugsnary. and. 

“ falfe-a&cufetk^; anifc particularly from histakhig; at this iuttc- 
* 4 ture, into his fer vice Ramnaut,, a, man, who itand$ publicly 
“ convict'd of perjury, with a. view of fbrgihg and : puoli/hing 
“ further afpcrfions upon Nobektjj'eni chara&er. That Mr. Bolts y 
n having upon this and many other occafions endeavoured to draw 
< • “• an. 
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“ an odium upon the adminiftration, and to promote faction and 
“ difeontent in the fettlement, has rendered nimfelf unworthy of 
“ any further indulgence from the Committee, and of the Com- 
“ pany’s protedion. That, therefore, he be direfted to quit Ben* - 
“ gal, and to proceed to Madrafs by the firft fhip that {hall fail 
M for that Prefidency in the month of July next, in order to take 
**' his paffage from thence to Europe in September . 

A true Extra#. 

(Signed) C. W. BOUCHTON, 
Aflift. Sec. Sele# Comm.” ‘ 

* THe Writer was not fo much affe#ed at the unparalleled injuflicc 
of this fudfieh and Unexpefled' feiltence, at the tim,e of receiving it, . 
as he was at a fubfequent period, when he difeovered that a gen- 
tleman, then a member of the Committee, his mod intimate and.. 
pMxtuhr friend, had not recorded on their proceedings, cither his 
diflent 1 to the {entente padld, or even a minute, moving for the 
Writer’s' being heard in his own defence, before condemned. — But 
it 1 was his hard fate, id India , to be betrayed 'even by his * bofotn- 
ffiends. — However, with a confcictlcc Void 1 of offence to others, he 
{hewed fuch refolute firmnefs under the injuries he daily received, 
as hath forced even Mr. Veretjl to acknowledge, to his honour, 

+ “ that his public concerns rreter intruded upon his private canjs.” 

Tho Pfefident and 1 Council ft iff continued to harrafs the writer 
for the amount of their demand for rice, but would give him no 
fatisfa#ion for the falt-balances due to himfelf and partners. In 
another letter from Mr.. Secret, ny \ Dros, dated the 27th April 
'1767, they alleged' that, the Company kept no open account wit h ahv 
individual;: and therefore infilled that he {hoold pay off the debit, 
fide of thchr account agaiiril him ; and referred, him,, in rhe moll 
v gue arid ambiguous' manner, to their oWn officers for payment of 
the credit fide, m his favour. 

The reader willplcafe to remark, that the balance due from the 
falt-pans to rfte winter arid his partners Mifljs. Play dell aud Middle- 

■ •‘•ivw-VMW rdtefffon df ft prfrftte ilaMlre would not have efciprd from the . 
writer, boras t eommenr o» Mr. Virilft'i wwatk; though hecouftl vety rtftdily fur- 
ni(h nutter that would tend greatly to the heightening o» even fuch a character .as that of 
Efquire Paunctford \ recorded by Doftor Smollett in Humphry ,Ci ink* r % vol. I, pages 138 
to 145- 

f Vtrelft'% View, pane fy. 

Pi . Nua. X . pagt 44^ 

6. ton, 
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an, according to the account made up and delivered in July 1766, 
was no Lei's a film than current rupees 45,273.’ 1. 9. or nearly, five 
thou fa nd pounds fterling ; and from the condutt of the Prefident 
and Council, which hath already been reprefented, it muft evi* 
deorly appear, that no rational reliance could be made on their 
juftiee, for fettling an account wlech ha<f fo long lainbefcre tbenl 
dtfregarded. He therefore wrote them another letter, *ou the 27th 
/ Ipril 1767, in which he pofitively refufed to pay more than the 
balance which had already been tendered, till he was made ac- 
quainted with the refolution of the board relative to the fah- 
balances. _ . * 

In coulcqucnce of that letter, the Prefident and Council imme- 
diately commenced a profecution in the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, 
by a bill, which they filed on the 8th of May 1767, againft the 
writer 5 who give in a full anfwer, upon oath, on the 26th of 
June following. With his anfwer, he likewife tendered into Court 
a bag, containing current rupees 3,175. 7. 9« the entire balance 
appearing to be due from him according to his Rated accounts, in 
full fatisiacYion of the complainants demand; which Mr. Thomas 
Morris, their attorney, refufed to accept. 

Upon a motion made by Mr. Morris , on the 14th Auguh 1767,. 
in the Mayor’s Court, it Was ordered, that the caufe fhould be let 
down to be heard upon bill and anfwer ; and on the 6th OSlober 
1767, it was decreed againft the writer, who thereupon appealed 
it to the Court of Appeals, 

This Court, confifting of the Prefident and Council only, it was 
fcarcely to be expefted, that they, who were parties againft the 
appellant, would decree the caufe againft themfclves. Accordingly, 
on the 2d of March 1 768, when the appeal came to a hearing in 
court, at which were prefent John Cartier , Richard Becher , James 
Alexander, Claud Ruffell, and IVilliam AlderTey, Efquires, they were 
of courfe pleafed to confirm the decree of the Mayor's Court. 

In fuch cafes, from the conftitution of the courts at that time, 
there was little chance of any fubje&’s procuring redrefs in India ; 
and, consequently, there was no profpe& of obtaining juftice, unlefs 
the aggrieved party, upon a tedious and expenfive appeal, could* 
bring his caufe before tfie auguft Tribunal of the Sovereign in 
Council, here in England. 

• Appendix F. Nam. XI. page 443, 

Reduced 
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Reduced to this laft resource, after giving the neceffaiy ftcurity, 
lie appealed his caufe to the King's moft Excellent Majcfty in 
Council But the Court of Eqft. India Directors were fo much 
albamed of the conduct of Governor Fertfft f and his colleagues in 
this affair, that they did not think it * prudent for the Company to 
bring the appeal before the Lords j and even their Solicitor appeared 
“ + firry, that the writer bad met with fi much vexation ana dela/ r 
on that occafion. 

Having been obliged, for perfpicuity fake, to trace this tranfac- 
tion from its commencement to its conclufion, we will now recur 
back to April 1767, the period from whence we fet off in this 
digreffion. 

Every engine that the moft inveterate malice could contrive was 
norw employed againft the writer. A native of the country, named 
Philip Pollock , who had been formerly employed as an agent in 
the commercial affairs of the partnership of JohnJlone , Hay , and 
Bolts, of which he would not render a regular account, and whofe 
fidelity they had great reafon to fufpefi:, was pitched upou as a 
proper inftrument on that occafion. Thi3 man, who would not 
have dared to proceed in a hoftile manner againft any of his former 
employers, who had ever treated him with great indulgence, with- 
out being privately given to underftand that he fhould be power- 
fully fupported, was inftigated to prefer an indictment againft the 
writer, at the general quarter fefnons of Oyer and Terminer, for 
forcibly, as he alleged, breaking open his houfe, and ftealing his 
papers. 

This tranfa£Hon, which was nothing but an oblique attack of 
power on the writer, through Mr. Pollock, was of lo curious a 
nature, that we have given copies in the t Appendix of all the 
papers which paffed on that occafion. The writer was actually 
obliged to carry with him to the aSi'mg fufiict Mr. Claud Rujfell, 
bail for hb appearance, and for Handing his trial at the fefltons.. 
But as Mr. luftice Rujell, upon further ferutiny, found this affair 
would not ftand the teft ot inquiry, nor anfwer the purpofe in- 
tended, it was therefore dropped ; but Mr. Pollock was encouraged, 
from the enmity which he perceived prevailed among the mem- 
bers of the Council againft the writer, to perfift in a deviation from 


* See Appendix F. Nutn. LI. page 540. 
f Ibid. 

t ibid. D. page* 341 to 344 
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hh duty, and to oh tin; cl the adjuftment of the pattnerlhip-accounts;-, 
to t)iat it was not in the writer’s power to conclude thofe concerns 
during the remainder of the ffiort time which the Governor and 
Council thought proper to allow him for remaining m Bengal. 

Although, in pages 56am! 67 wehavegivenacurforyaccountofthe 
faltpct re-conccrn, planned and agreed upon between Colonel Richard 
■Sfnitb and Mr. Claud Rujfell, at the recommendation of Mr. V'erelfiy 
before the Colonel left Calcutta , in March 1767, yet, as hath .been ob- 
ferved, at that period the circumltances of the engagement were not 
known to the writer. He met indeed with great obftru&ions in the con- 
elution of his bulinds in all parts of the provinces of lllahabad and OwJ f 
but he did not then know, that Ifmaelbeg, who occafioned them, was 
not only protected, but aftuafly employed by the copartners, Meffrs. 
Smith aivJ Rujfell. The commander of tire brigade then at lllahabad 
was the molt proper perfon to apply to on this occafion, and one 
whom the writer lead of all futpefted, at that time, in this buffi, 
nefs. lie therefore 'wrote a * letter to Colonel Smith, requeuing 
his affiftance in the difficulties under which he laboured. A per- 
ulal of the letter here referred to, will not only lervp to (hew the 
reader the then hate of this bulinds, but alfo to convince him, that 
the w liter behaved on this occafion with the utmoft opennefs and 
candour. Hut he received no anfwer from Colonel Smith, while 
the attacks iq>on his people and property, on the part of Ifmaelbeg , 
became daily more voilept. Not knowing who cite to apply to for 
allill.uicc, on the iyth June 1767* he wrote a letter to one Along 
(Sntil, a French gentleman, who refuled at the Court of the Nabob 
Sujahal Dowlah, to whom he had been narticularly recommended 
by t C.eneral Carnac. This letter, which was written in French,, 
being entirely on the fubjeft of the writer’s private concerns, would 
have been too unimportant to lay before the reader, if it had not 
been made a pretence, by Colonel Smith and the Prcfident Venljl 
and his Council, for a charge agaiufl him, of carrying on a treajon- 
able correlpondencc with the enemies of the Company. For this 
purpoie it was laid before a Committee of the Honourable J Honfe 
of Commons, and for. this purpofe when tmnflated intp Ettglifi, 
at Calcutta , the French word § afpjci 4 wliefe it meant fimply, a 

* ApaenlW !•:. Nun. I. paRC*^;. ‘ 

. Scc i c uei fio;n the Nabob Sujdh al Dtmlafi to Governor rcretjl, relative to this 
•Motif. (.Until, dated the nth Mirch 1767. Appendix » Nnm. IV. page *8}. 

| See Journals of the Houfe of Commons, vol. XXXIll. page 919. 

a AppuiJU.F. Nura. XXII. pa^Bt. > ■< 

1 partnes 
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partner in trade, was coirftrd^^gfldoiate*'' of It n/firator . This 
mfignitkant letter, therefore, Leirt^oy fuch means magnified into 
contequence, mdkes it neceliary, on account of what \vi 11 follow, 
to trouble the rea^r with a reference to the traitilatiou of it in the 
* Appendix. * '■> “ * 

The next extraordinary tranfa&ion wts pn the 24th of Augu'fl 
1767. At a confutation held that day, at which were prefent, 
Harry Verelfatyq; Prefulent, with Meflrs. John Cartier, Richard 
Ticcher, Jamer Alexander*, Claud jJRufell, William gilder fry, Charles 
Ffloyer, and Alexander Campbell ', the writer, although mil a judge 
of theMayor’s Court, was ordered immediately to proceed to Europe, 
as was intimated to him by the following letter from their So 
•cretary. 

« To Mr. William Bolts. 

“S1H, 

* l I am directed, by the Honourable the "Prefident and Council, 
<l to acquaint you, it is their orders that yon proceed to Europe on 
“ board the Lord Holland , which will W dhptt&hed in the courlc 
“ of this inontlr, 

1 am, S I R, 

Fort William , Your mo'ft obedient fervant, 

the i A th Aug. 1767. (Signed) SIMEON IdROZ, Sec.” 

The ftate of pcrfecution under which the writer laboured, could 
not be an agreeable foliation to him. But however dclirous he 
was of quitting Bengal, it was utterly impolliUle for him fafely to 
do it, without firft iecuring his own property, and the effects of 
■other perlbns with which he had been entruued. It was then the 
duty of the Prefulent and Council, who appeared fo very folicitous 
•that he (hould quit the country, at leaf!: to provide for the fccurity 
of all fuch property. Had they done this, the writer would not 
only have embarked within one month, as he actually propofed to 
them to do, hut would alio have put the envious and malicious mcm* 
hers of the Council in peaceable poflWfion of all his trade, warc- 
houfes, and manufxftories ; upon which fubjeds, on the 29th 
+ Augujl 1767, he wrote them a letter. 

But the board did not appear to think it worth their while to 
coniider cither of the private concerns of the writer, or of thofc per' 

♦ Appendix E. Num. If, paftc 347. 

+ Ibid, F. Num. XII. pjge 413. 
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fons for whom he aded. In ttoT^ift paragraph of their general 
letter, of the 14th September 1767, by the Lord Holland, they ad- 
drefled the Court of Directors in the following words : 

“ In confequence of the refolution taken by the Seled Commit- 
“ tee (meaning their fentence of the 1 8th April 1767) regarding 
“ Mr. William Bolts, we have fent him alfo pofitive diredions to 
“ leave the country, and repair to Eutope this feafon.” 

In the mean time, every tool was employed by Governor Fereljl 
and his Council to contrive matters of complaint againft the writer, 
that might carry an appearance of juftifying their condud towards 
him, in the eyes of the Courts of Eajl India Diredors, without the 
lead foundation in truth •, feveral inftances of which will prcfently 
be made appear. 

The board did not take the writer’s letter of the 29th Augujl 
into their confideration before the lft of Oflober enfuing, on which 
day the following proceedings were held : 

“ At a Confultation held at Calcutta the 1 ft Oflober 1767, 

Prefent, The Hon. Harry Fereljl , Efq; Prefident, 

John Cartier , 

Richard Becher. 

James Alexander , 

Claud Rujfell, 

William Alder fey, 

Charles F foyer , and 
Alexander Campbell, Efquircs. 

“ Two letters from Mr. William Bolts , one to the board and the 
" other to the Secretary, are now read, as entered after thefe 
“ minutes, being in anfwer to the letter wrote him the 24th 
“ Augujl, by our order, on the fubjed of his returning to Europe , 
“ He herein afligns the fituation of his private affairs to be lucli a3 
11 render his immediate departure impoftible ; but aft u res the board, 
“ that as foon as they are adjufted he Ihall with pleafure obey 
“ their orders. 

“ Ordered, Tlic Secretary do acquaint Mr. Bolts, that after the 
“ indulgence he has already had, his private concerns are no in- 
“ ducements for us to recede from our orders, and we therefore 
“ exped that he will embark in the next ftiip that fails for Europe. 
“ Further, that we hear lie is carrying on an Improper inter- 

“ courk 
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“ couric with the Dutch , to the prejudice of the Honourable Com* 
“ patty’s affairs, and on that account pofitively forbid his leaving 
“ Calcutta without our exprefs permiflion. 

“ Ordered , That the Mayor’s Court be acquainted herewith, 
“ that they apply for another Alderman in his room.” 

The letters written on this occafion to the writer and the 
Mayor’s Court were as follow: 

“ To Mr. William Bolts. 

“SIR, 

“ I am directed by the Honourable the Prefident and Council to 
“ acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 29th Augujl, and to 
“ acquaint you, that your private concerns, after the : indulgence 
“ you have already had, can be no inducement for them to recede 
“ from their orders : the board do expert that you will embark in 
“ the next (hip that fails for Europe. 

“ The board have further ordered me to acquaint you, that they 
“ have heard you are carrying on an improper inter courfe with the 
“ Dutch, to the prejudice of tne Company’s affairs ; they do there- 
“ fore pofitively forbid the fame, and direil, that you do not again 
“ leave Calcutta without their exprefs pcrmijjion. 

I am, SIR, 

Fort William, , Your moll obedient fervant, 

the \JlOtlober 17 67. (Signed) SIMEON DROZ, Sec.” 

“ To John Holme, Efq; Regiftcr to the Honourable the Mayor’s 
“ Court of Calcutta. 

“SIR, 

“ I am dirc&ed by the Honourable the Prefident and Council 
“ to requeit you will acquaint the Honourable the Mayor’s Court, 
“ that they have directed Mr. William Bolts , now an Alderman pf 
“ their Court, to proceed to Europe by the next (hip that fills 
“ from hence; They give the Honourable Court this notice, that 
“ they may, jf they pleafe, apply for another Alderman in his room; 
“ and to acquaint them, that on their (o doing, their requeft (hall 
“ be immediately complied with. 

I am, SIR, 

Fort J Villi am, ' Your mod obedient fervant, 

the 1 jlOlloher 1767. (Signed) SIMEON DROZ, Sec.” 
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The ridicule attdoontempt which the Governor andCouncildfceW 
upon themfdves in the Settlement, by the abate proceedings, were 
beyond defection., The writer was ordered, on the tilth April 
1767, to proceed to 3 \fadrafs. On the a*th of Jagufi 1 767 he was 
ordered to repair SbiBurope, on the Ship Lord Holland; and oa the 1 ft, 
of OSlobtr he was ordered to proceed to Europe on, the nest ftij* 
that (hould fail; although thofe gentlemen had' been infreraad ,bjr- 
him, that he could not, and knew that he would not comply with 
any fuch orders, unlefe his property and* that of his employers were 
firft fecured.. To complete the abturdity of their candtta;. although 
the writer had ah#afly received 'their repeated orders to qyii Bengal, 
yet on this aft of OSobtr 1767 the Brefident and Council -were 
pleafed to dire6t,. that, he ftwxuld not . leave Calcutta without exprefs 
permifltorw. 

In their litter to -the gentlemen ®f. the Mayor’s Court, the Brefw 
dent and Council had given them a,, hint to apply* , “ if they 
pMjsd, M for another Alderman, in the writer’s room. But how- 
ever dbfervant'they mightbeof a hint from a -Governor on .other; 
occafioos fubfeauent to ,f his, v .yet • in, the jprefent cafe every member 
Of rhe Court felt for his- own liquation. They, were therefore pleafed? 
to, order the following letter to be written Jby their Xegifter oh thi* 
hufuiefs : 

M To JSimpn Broz, Efq; , Secretary. . 

“ S 1 ' R, 

“ This morning I, received your letter of- the ift inftant,-. which 
** I immediately laid before the honourable the Mayor’s Court, who 
m directed me to acquaint you, in anfwer thereto, that when Mr. 
* ‘Bolts's feat, as an Alderman,, becomes vacant, - the Court will ap- 
*♦ ply to the' honourable the Prefident and Council to appoint anotheV 
** gentleman, to .fill ,up the vacancy. 

ham, S PR,. 

Calcutta, Your moft; obedient humble, fervant, . 

ifcbtb Oa. 17.67.. (Signed) < JOHN. HOLME, Reg.’”' 

On the Sthof OSlober 1-767 the writer lent a complimentary .letter 
tp the Mayor awiAMermen on. the fubje&.of their foregoing letter 
t*# the board,' which* as- Mr. Vtrtljl has exhibited as a matter of cri- 
miujlity. agayift . him, U ioferted,, for. 'the readefs peruftl, in the 

AFRJSHWX I: 
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*■ Appendix : and oft Jtlip ne$t dar he fo# another lptfer to the 
President andCouncil, m jnvf\yer to t{wt whiqh he had received from 
Mr. Secretary Droz, of uie iff Qftobtr 1767. Iu this f jetter he 
eameftly prefled the board lor an atuwcr upon the very important 
points on which he had addreflqd theca in his forager letters, rela- 
tive to jus property and that of othqrs in- Ids hands, in order that ho 
plight he fiwW c 4 to. determine yipon his proceeding to Murofe by the 
flnp- 

With refpefl to the qharge againft him contained in the letter of 
the i&Qftahtn 1767, that he V was earning on an improper inkreourft 
ipitp tbf Pptcn, to tin prejudice of tfy Company s affairs," notwitn- 
(tandiagithe iolemn cajlwhichhe had made upon them, in his let- 
ter already cited, of the 9th Oclober 1767, he could obtain no fatil- 
fadtion from the Prefident and Council. They would neither ac- 
quaint him .yvith thepature of his crime, nor hear his defence. It 
^Sjtherufore .impomble for him even to' guefs what this charge 
mqant-;. .por.qould he-eyerdifcovei- it in India, 

,it was ftjlr. s publication that firft diCclofcd this important 
fecret to the writer, above five years after that very gentleman and 
his confederates! liad condemned and punifiM him for, thin unknown 
crime.. But the charge is fo truly malicious, frivolous, and ground- 
lfefs, that we fhould not intrude on the reader’s patience, by a recital 
of {be circumflances attending it, if the Prefident and Council of 
Bengal, and evemthfi JLaft //w&rDire&ors, had not given importance 
to this infignificant tranlaclion, by' the great and fruitlt ft pains they 
have taken in their invert igation of it. 

It appears from a paper in the Appendix to Mr. Vtrrijfs- book, 
page 196, that the information agaitifl the writer, alluded to in the 
letter from the Prefident and Council of the ill Otiobtr 1 767, ori- 
ginally came from a Dutch gentleman, named Daniel Lankheet , and 
was tranfroitted in a private letter to Mr. Vertljl , from Mr. 'Thomas 
Ktljall, then Chief of the Englijh factory at Dace a. It is proft pro- 
bable that no attention was paid by the board to the writer’s call to 
be heard againft. this charge, for fear of the coniequences of a public 
difcuflion^iwluch wouldhaye brought to light auother ^combination 

of 

•' Appendix, F. Nam. XIV. page 446. 

y. Sec hi» letter to the board ot the 9th Oftobtr 1767. Ibid, page 447, 

. | A* this bafiocfs was carried on as fecretly as pofliblc, we wnaoi particularly fperify 
the precife (hares which thole (jemiemen rrfpeflively held. Hut Colonel Smith has at- 
know ledger! (fee journals of (fie Houle of Common?, Vol. XXXITI. page 939,) that tile 
Tal wares made on his account at the /luruugs amounted to 25,000 lUpees. Id the pr li- 
ft 
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of the gentlemen of Council, who had engaged together for the'pro* 
vifion of cloths, or piece-goods, at the Aurungs, The charge, as 
contained in Mr. Keif all s information of the 1 8th September 1767, 
imports, that the writer was engaged in a joint concern with Mr. 
Verjicly the Governor of the Dutch fettlements in Bengal \ for the pro- 
vition of goods at Dacca , to the amount of 87,500/. to the great 
“ prejudice of the Company’s bufinefs, and trade in general ; lince, 

in order to get in fo enormous an invelhnent, the parties mufl 
“ have ncccflarlly purchafed at an advanced price and that upon 
the gentlemen of the Dutch fadtory’s difdaining to execute this com- 
mifiion, the btilineis had been transferred, on account of Mefl’rs. 
I cr.iet and Bolts, to a lefs confcientious agent, an Armenian , named 
Cfjgce Miguel Sarkis . 1 ' 

Some time afterwards, Mr. Fereljl procured an affidavit from Mr* 
he/fai/, relative to this pretended clandeffine trade of the writer’s, 
which, with other * documents of equal importance, collected or 
framed againit him after he was lent away from Bengal , were tranf- 
mitted to the Court of Eajl India Diredtors, by the Shretujbury , and 

vincc of Dacca, where the main part of this joint i nveftment was provided, under the 
management of Mr. Ksljlill, the bufinefs was profeented with fuch rigour, that the words 
committee-cloth , meaning what was provided on this private account, were then more fa- 
miliar to the weavers than thofc of the Company's inveftment . The oppreffions committed 
under colour of nuking the Company's invejlment were carried to fuch a height in that pro- 
vince, that the country-merchants have been known to bury their mv/lins underground, 
for fear they fhould be feized by the Company's Peons. In fapport of this aflertion, the 
writer is now in pofleflion of an original narrative, in the hand- wilting of one of .the na- 
tives, font him from Dacca, whereby it appears, that weavers and brokers have there been 
i m pi i foiled, flogged, put in irons, fined large fumsof money, and treated in the mofl ig- 
nominious manner, for only daring to fell a few pieces of cloth to fuch perfons as would 
pay them bed for it. See a uaullation of this natrative in the Appendix, A. Num. 
XXXIII. page 170. 

# 1 here was alfo another document of the fame frivolous nature fertt to the Direftors 
againft the writer by the Shreuf ury, nt*efled on the 13*/ December 1768, under the hand 
and leal of David Killican , Efq; the Mayor of Calcutta, This was an account of an 
agreement made on the 6th February 1768, between Charles Cazenove, Efq; Chief of 
the Danijh faflory, aid the wtitcr; whereby, for a valuable confideration, the writer 
was to hive the Chief’s privilege of fending the weight of uoo Danijh pounds, in goods, 
to Copenhagen , on their Company’s (hip the Countefs of Mdtche . The iflue of this affair 
w$s, that fiom the diftiefs in which the Governor and Council had involved his affairs, 
his Attornie?, in his abfcnce, could not furnifh the goods to fill up the privilege; and 
there never was, at any time, a fingle piece of goods fent to Europe on the writer’s ac- 
count, by virtue of this agreement, on any (hip whatever. 

A Danijb gentleman, Mr. Lhrijlian Frederick Urix, who was Secretary to Mr. Cazenove 
aqd the Council at Scr ampere, was the perfon who. furnifhed the information ; and he ap* 
pears to have been afterwards promoted, , for his good fcrvices, to the office bf an Attorney 
in the late Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, 

2 received 
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received in London on the 5th December 1769. For the information 
of Mr. Kelfally of the 1 8th September 1767 ; the letter on the lame 
fubjeft from the Court of Direftors to the Proficient and Council in 
Bengal , dated the 23d March 1770; and the anfwcr fiom the Profi- 
cient and Council, of the 2d April 1771, vve muft rcqikft the reader 
to turn to our * ** Appendix ; while vve proceed to give a (hort ac- 
count of the real nature of this tranfaflion, on which all parlies ap- 
pear to have been equally willing to miflead or be milled, lb long a> 
cither could ferve to injure the writer. 

In the diftri&s of Silhett and Dacca , the writer had large concerns 
outftanding, as well in debts as unfold effects. Among the latter, a 
principal article was copper ; which, before he refigtied the Icrvicc, 
he had bought at the Company’s au&ion in Calcutta , and transported 
to thofe markets for fale. The returns from thence could only be 
made in the commodities produced in thofe countiies. When this 
became the objedt, it was agreed, in the beginning ^February 1768, 
between Governor Vernet and the writer, to put chafe lbme cloth at 
Dacca, on their joint account, paying the duties to the Nabob of Dacca, 
as ufual on fuch tranfadlions. Herein one view of the writci’s 
was natural to a merchant, to have his goods cheaper, by the charges 
of merchandize being divided on a large inftcad of a fmall invoice. 
The other alternative, of paying the duties, he chearfully lubmilkd 
to, that noobjc&ions might be urged again ft the legality of his trade, 
by his enemies, who had deprived him of the privilege of clufiikks, 
even before the expiration of the cuftomary twelve months allowed 
after refignation of the fervice. The fum in which Mr. Vernet engaged 
was only current rupees + 21,468 ; and the intended cornmillion was 
given to Mr. Daqiel Lankhcct, who rtceiu'd it, at that time, as a great 
favour. Before the commencement of the bufmeis, Mr. Lankhut 
rcprelented the great obftru&ions he fhould meet with from the dv- 
pendants of the Lnglijh faftory at Dacca ; and in conf.quenee of Ins 
repeated rep re fen tat ions on that lubjett, both Mr. Vennt and the 
writer relinquiflicd all thoughts of the concern, as may be fan by 
the copy of a J letter written to Mr. Lankhect on that cccafion. 

Upon 


* Appendix, F. Num. XIII. page 445. Num. LIU. png? 55S. and Nura. LVl. 
page 560. 
d About 2,330/. 

$ u To Mr, Daniel Lwkhect. 

“ Dear T.ir, 

** I have been favoured with your’s of the 25th February ; and, in conflqnencc < f fhc 
u difficulties icprcfentcd by you, I have rclimjuiibcd all ihou^l.n of tin- toucan, w]. < h 

14 Mi. 
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Upon difputcs happening between the Dutch gehtlemeu at Daertt* 
"Mr. Kc'ftil and the gentlemen of the Englifj factory, who frequently 
hail Mr. Lanhhcct at their houl'es, got intelligence rtf this matter, 
which has boon 1b mifreprofented : and they as chearfully made ufe 
of it, againft the "writer, from a jealoufy of his interference with 
their own concerns, and in order to ingratiate thcmfdvcs With Go- 
vernor Fereljl* as Mr. "Lankheet afterwards did, Ungratefully, to in- 
jure iris benefactor. Governor Fernet. 

It is true, that Coget Miguel Sarkis* a cortfiderable Armehtian mer- 
chant, who, with bis family, had been eftablifhed for many years 
a t Dacca, bad tranfn&ed bufmefs for the writer before, a« kit did alio 
after that period. But it is falfe, that this concern was transferred to 
Mr. Sarkis on account of Meflrs. Vcrnet and Bolts ; not had the writer, 
as he lolcmnly declares, any commercial concern of a littxilar or any 
other nature, under the management rtf any other, potfon or perfons, 
jointly with Mr, Fernet , before or after the faid month of February 
i 768 : which however, if he had, Would have been perfectly lawful. 

Nor lets falfe was the information, tratifmirtcd by Mr. Kelfhfl to 
Mr. Fereljl, and by him to the Directors, concerning the imrnenfrty 
of this pretended engagement, 87,500 /. for the whole of all the wri- 
ter’s concerns in Mr. Sarkis ' s hands at no ouc period araonrited to fo 
many rupees. 

Upon conlidi ration, therefore, of the papers already referred to 
on this affair, the candid reader will perceive, that there was not 
the leaft foundation for this charge, as brought againft the Writer, 
by Mr. Fereljl ; that at worft it was only an intention to have carried 
on a lawful commercial-adventure with Mr. Fernet , which never 
took effect ; that this intended trade was not agreed on till February 
1768, and was laid afide in the following month ; although Mr Vc- 
relfl has given the Public Mr. Kelfall ' s information rtf the faff on 
the * i8th September 1767 ; and that even the Eajl India Di- 

“ Mr. Vcrnet is now refolded to profeerrte folely on the account of the Dutch Company. 
“ He has repaid me here the money that was fent on the joint account: you will there- 
4t fore of cuurfc receive fbenccefiary ordeis from him. 

° Iamforryfor this difappointmenr, as, in confcquence of what ycubadfnpofcdat 
“ Chinfurah , I had flattered myfelf we (hould have been able to do fome buiinefs togc- 
“ thcr. If theie be any thing wherein 1 can ferve you here, I requeft you will command 
u roe, who am, 

Dear Sir, 

Calcutta, Your mofl obedient fervant, 

the yh March 1768. (Signed) WILLIAM BOLTS.” 


* Vere’/l'i AppenJix, page 1 90. 


rectors, 
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rcdors, * in the year 1770, were ferioully amufing themielves in 
drefling up this affair, to be ufed in a Court of Record, in juftifica- 
tion of what the writer had fuffered in the year 1 768. 

Equally malicious and groundlefs was every other charge brought 
againft the writer, by Prefident Ve, reljl and the Council at Bengal: 
notwithftanding which they were all with equal eagernefs received, 
countenanced, and adopted by the Directors of the Company. But 
perhaps the reader will wonder why the fentencc pronounced againft 
him by the Secret Committee, ’on the 1 8th April 1767, has hitherto 
remained unrefuted. 

This lentence was wholly founded on the afllftance the writer 
had given to one native named Gocul Sonar, and to another named 
Ramnaut , the merchant already mentioned in this work, in order 
tq their obtaining juftice againft Nobekijen, the political banyan 
to the Prefident and Seled Committee. It will be feen from the pa- 
pers in the Appendix, that the writer had moft earneftly fought for 
an opportunity of juftifying himfelf againft thofe proceedings of the 
Committee; but it was in vain to attempt a vindication before men 
who had laughed to fcorn the conftitutional rights of their fellow- 
lubjeds, and who feemed to hold in contempt every idea of juftico. 
He therefore refolved, on that occafion, to addrefs himfelf in a dired 
channel, by memorial, to the Court of Eajl India Diredors. 

The laid lentence being alio pronounced againft him after the failing 
of the Mercury, the laft Ihip of that fcafon, whofe final difpatches 
were dated in Jjpril 1767, the writer of courfe had no opportunity 
of appealing to tne Directors before the difpatch of the lhips of the 
next l'eafon. Befides, as the Prefident and Council had, about that 
time, violently threatened to fend him a prifoner to England, he did 
not know but he might himfelf have been embarked with his own 
memorial. But when he perceived they were not ready for that 
farther ad of violence and breach of the charter, he thought it moft 
prudent to let the firft difpatches be fent away before he delivered in 
his vindication, in order that the fecret proceedings of the Sclcd 
Committee might be tranfmitted to the Diredors, (igned by the 
Prefident and other members. This precaution lie deemed extremely 
neceflary, for fear of the dark works of the Committee; who, there 
was reaibn to luiped, would have had few fcruples of confidence, 
even to the altering of the records made of their former fecret pro- 
ceedings, for anfvvering any temporary purpole, on feeing his de- 
fence. 

* See Appendix, Letter F. Num. LIU. page 558. and Num. LVI. page 560. 

L The 
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The writer’s memorial of the 12th October 1767 will not only 
ferve to exhibit what lie had to fay in his juftifi cation, againft the 
fecret accufation of the Select Committee, but likewife to mew, that 
the Court of Directors were fo long ago informed of all the evil* then 
exifting in their government in Bengal , and which naturally brought 
on the ruinous conlequcnces which they afterwards experienced : 
we therefore fubmit it entire to the reader’s perul'al , in the ♦ Ap- 
pendix. 

As this memorial particularly arraigned the conduct of Governor 
Verelji , his Committee and Council, it was but juft they Ihould have 
an opportunity given of vindicating themlelves. It was, tnoreover, 
the rule of the Company’s fervice, that all addreffes to the Courts of 
Eafl India Directors ftiould be tranfmkted through the channel of 
the Prcfidents and Councils of their refpe&iVe lettlements. The 
writer, therefore, inclofed it in a letter to the board, by which he 
equally conformed to the eftablilhed ufage of the fervice, and gave 
his late fellow-fervants, what they had on all occaftons induftrioufly 
withheld from him, an opportunity of being heard before condem- 
nation. In that letter, which was dated the + 18th Qflober 1767; 
he likewife offered to prove the aflertions contained in. his. memo- 
rial. ’ 

There were two members at that time, Meflrs. Richard Becher 
and James Alexander, who, having but lately taken their feats at the 
board, had not been concerned in the tranfaftions againft the writer 
of April 1 767. He flattered himfelf, therefore, that in thole gen- 
tlemen he might meet with minds untainted and unprejudiced, or at 
leaft that would in fome degree be -attentive to the calls of juftice 
on behalf of an opprefled man. On this preemption he wrote a 
| letter alio to thole gentlemen, principally with a view of letting 
them on their guard againft the artifices which he knew would be 
exerted againft him. 

But, though this letter was of a private nature, Meflrs. Becher and 
Alexander did not conddcend to aufwer it.. The Refidency at the 
Durbar and the Chieflhip of Patna, objects in their view, might ap- 
pear of much greater confcquence to them than the doing of juftica 
to an individual, againft the Prefident and his colleagues. They 
therefore delivered the writer’s letter to Mr. Vertjft, andhe laid it 
before the board ; who. now all joined in exprefling the kceneft re- 

• See Appendix, F. Num. XVII, pnges 450 to 473. 
t Ibid. Num. XVIII. page 473, 
t Ibid. Nrnn. XIX. page 474, 
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fentment towards him, in revenge for his having cxpofcd their mif- 
condud, in his memorial to the Directors. 

The proceedings of the Prefident and Council, held on the * 5th 
November 1767, oh occafion of the writer’s laid memorial, and the 
letters juft referred to, are worthy of the reader’s, perufal for their 
curiofity, as well asnecefl'ary for his undei (binding of what follows. 
The extreme bombaft of ftyle, and the grofs compliments therein 
paid to the Prefident, by himfelf and the reft of the board, carry 
with them a fufficient comment on their own merits. The writer 
was ready, and offered to prove every allertion contained in his 
memorial whereof the truth (hould be contcfted ; fo that, rather 
than give their own opinions on their own conduct to the Directors, 
it would have been more honourable for the Prefident and Council 
to have undertaken to prove the falfitv of his charges againft them » 
in which endeavour, armed with the power they poffefled, and 
themfelves being the Judges in Bengal, they had nothing but truth 
to tear. Yet they thought it more prudent and fafe to affert, in 
general terms, “ that the abfurdity and malice of the memorial was 
“ too evident to require anyjlrtflures and therefore they forwarded 
it to the Directors, “ a number in the locket, without remarks.” 
But no private minutes of the Prefident and Council could publicly 
difprove fads ; much lefs could they convince the “ whale fettlement ,’* 
that it was upright to obftrud the avenues to jufticc ; or, in a Britijh 
colony, to transfer the complaints of Indian merchants from an open 
trial by juries, to the clandeftinc proceedings of a junto, fworn to 
fecrecy among thcmlelves ; and who, as time hath fince Ihewuj 
were deeply iuterefted in the event of their complaints. 

JBut for the prel'eut we poftpone our farther expofure of the con- 
dud of the Prefident and members of the Committees and Council, 
relative to the Hindoos, Ramnout and Gpcul ; in order to continue 
our narrative. 

At the expiration. of a fortnight, from the proceedings of the 5th 
November 1767, the following letter was fe»t to the writer : 

' 1 . 

“ To Mn IVilliamBolts, 

“SIR, 

• “ I aort direded by the honourable the Prefident and Council to 
“ acquaint you, that they have pended your addrefs to the Court of 

* See Appendix, F. Moo. XX. page 47 5. 

La 


“ Diredor.^ 
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“ Directors, your letter to them, alfo your letter to the Mayor’s 
“ Court regarding the Prdident, and to Meflrs. Becker an,d Ale*' 
“ anier ; all of which confirm them in their opinion, that it is 
“ highly necejfary to prevent your remaining in the country. 

“ I am therefore once more to repeat their orders to you to return 
“ to Europe on the fir ft (hip that fails from hence ; which you mull 
“ not on any account evade, as they are determined that youjhall not 
“ remain in India. 

I am, SIR, 

Fort William , Your moft obedient fervant, 

AW. 5, 1767. (Signed) SIMEON DROZ, Sec.” 

Among the methods contrived to diftrefs and harrafs the devoted 
victim, in which all the members of the board, and every tool over 
whom they had any influence, were induftrioufly engaged ; the grand 
plot formed agaitvft him at this period was, to effect the removal or 
bsnifhment of his commercial agents flrojn the territories of the 
Nabob Sufahal Dowlah and the Rajah Buhvamjhg ; where they had 
charge of the condufion of his concerns, and the colle&ion- of his 
oufftanding debts. This, defign was particularly levelled againft cer- 
tain Armenian merchants, who, unfortunatoly for them, did the 
writer the favour to a<ft for him in that bufinefs. 

The gentlemen who wire engaged in the various monopolies that 
have already beeh mentioned had a particular intereft in effecting the 
banilhmeht of thole Annehians ; which was, that of getting imme- 
diate pofleilion of their trade, and of removing all checks or obft ruc- 
tions to their own. In the profecution, therefore, of theft ipterefted- 
views againft thewriter and his Armenian agents, fuch artifices- were 
ufed, by the Prefident and the members o* tne Council, as none hut 
the moil mean and Abjeft minds could ev«r have ftohped<tow n •! • 

It is by all honell men acknowledged, that the powers of * evay • 
government were origioally defegated fof the good df the governed, 
and that they can continue no longer binding than while exercifed. 
to t/iat end. When, therefore, men inverted with fupreme power, 
but much more the iub-delegates of a lubjedt-government, lo far 
diftionour thcmfelves as to employ it in the practice' of tyranny, 
oppreftion, and iajufti.ee., they thereby forfeit ajl title to r^dlin 
their ftations, render tbemlelVes juft objects 0$ contempt, a^rd make 
it t.cccflary, as well as laudable, by every legal means, to refill their 
adts of violence, and eve^i bring then* to juuice. - 


Upon 
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Upon thefe principles, the writer could no longer refrain from 
treating his late fellow-fervants, the Prefidcnt and Council, with 
that contempt which they had now defervedly brought upon them* 
felves ; as will appear by the letter which he wrote, on the * aift 
of November 1767, in anfwer to the laft which he had received from 
Mr. Secretary Dre%. He therein told the Secretary, that he Ihould 
take no notice of any future letters refpefting his proceeding to Eu- 
rope, unlef9 he received an anlwer to what he had reprelcntcd relative 
to the lecurity of his property, and unlefs fuch letters were ligned 
by the whole board. 

The writer indeed thought, that the feizing and tranfporting to 
Europe of a merchant who was poffcfled of great property, as well 
hiS own as belonging to abfent perfons, then in Europe ; who had 
large accounts ana dependencies with the natives ; and who was reft- 
dent within the Britijb fettlement of Calcutta , as one of his Majefty’s 
Judges, by virtue of the royal charter, were mealures of fuch con- 
fluence as merited fomething more than a limple letter from Mr. 
Secretary Dro% to authorize ; at leaft a formal avowal thereof, under 
the hands of the Prefident and Council : who had refufed to talc6 
the leaft notice of his repeated reprefentations relative to the collect- 
ing and remitting of that confiderabk property to Europe. 

However, the letter to Mr. Dm laft referred to, which was never 
anfwered, put an end to the correfpondence between the Prefident 
and Council and the writer^ till about four monthsafterwards, when 
their.afttraHeizure and imprifonment of his agents in the country, 
by military force- made it neceffary for him to renew it. 

The perfons who, under Colonel Richard Smith and Governor 
Vereljl, acted principal parts in effecting the imprifonment of the 
writer’s agents, were Mr. Robert Maddifen , Mr. Vereljts Pa fan 
tranftator ’, Mt. Jobn Chsimer, who, after Lord Clive's departure, 
was eontmfccd at Banaras as Mr. V irel/f\$ agent for diamonds ; and 
Captain Gabriel- Harper, Colonel Smith's Ard de Camp and f partner 
ifi. trade, who, w« We already obferved, was flattened- at Fyxabad. 

For the accomplifhment of their rurpote, applications had been 
made, by Preljdent Fereljl and Colonel Smith, to the Nabob Sujtih at 
Dowlah, as June or } July 1 767. But the firft dbeument re- 

lative Jo.tbis bufinefs, winch hatli come to public lig^xt, is an eat trail 

• See Appendix, F. Num.XXl. page 479. 

f See General Smith's evkJeuce in the Houfc of Commons, Journal*, ?ol XXX HI. 
P& c 94 1 • * 

X Appendix, E* Nura, III. page 348, 
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of a letter from Mr. Robert Maddifon to Mr. Vertljl, , dated Palna t 
the * 23d October 1767. On perulal of this paper the reader will 
find, that the Prefident was informed of a fleet of boats belonging 
to the writer, loaded with faltpetre . ophium, &?c. arriving at Patna ; 
where, it was faid, they were endeavoured to be palled under Mr. 
Maddifon’r name, who gave this information to the Prefident, becaufe 
the writer's time for enjoying the privilege of a du/luck was expired.— 
Without expatiating on the zeal or immenfe confequcnce of Mr, 
Verelfs Perfart tranflator, whofe name alone could pafs a fleet of 
thirty boats, the reader will pleafe to remark, that the aflertion, on 
the 23d of Otlobcr 1 767, that the writer’s “ time of a duftuck was 
“ expired,” was + not true, as Mr. Prefident foreljl knew full well, 
although, as hatli been obi'erved, he was neverthelefs J unjuftiy de- 
prived of that privilege. 

From the letter to Monfieur Gentil, already referred ||to, the rea- 
der will have conceived that gentleman had been of fome fervice in 
the writer’s tranfaftions at the Court of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah. 
In faft, he had afforded confidcrable affiftance to the Armenian mer- 
chants, as well in the writer’s bulinefs as in their own. It was 
therefore thought necclfary, if polfible, to effed the removal of that 
gentleman alfo. At a former period, as we have obferved in another 
place, he had been ifrongly recommended to the Nabob Sujah al 
Ihwlah, by § General Carnac. But, although the Company could 
not have lefs to fear from any individual on earth, he was nowrepre- 
fented to be of the moll formidable confequence ; as if the fafety of 
Colonel Smith's whole brigade, or the very exiftence of the Company, 
depended on the halty removal of one inoffenfive Frenchman from the 
Court of their ** peaceful ally at Fyzabad. 

In purfuit of their plan, therefore, the Colonel’s firft letter againft 
this French gentleman was written to the Seled Committee at Cal- 
cutta. from Illahabad, on the 23d OSlober 1767. In the fame letter 
he alfo defired, that Mr. Maddifon. who was then at Patna , might be 
feilt up to him ; which, on the 1 7th November x 767, was accordingly 

# Appendix, E. Num. IV. page 34!?. 

f As the writer was permitted to refign the Company’s fervice on the 26th November 
1766, the ufual twelve months did not expire till the 26th November 1767. 

| See the letters to and from Mr. Thomas Rumbold, Appendix, Letter E. pages 349 
and 350. 

|| Appendix, page 347. 

$ Ibid, page 288. 

** See the 4th paragraph of Mr. Kerry’s letter of Jth Apr it 1769, Appendix, A. 
Num. XL. page 195. 
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ordered by the Committee, who now reidily coincided with the 
Colonel’s fentiments regarding Mot if. * (.until. 

The next document which Mr. VcrcH has furnifhed, is another 
extrail of a letter from Mr. Maddifon , after lie had joined Colonel 
Smithy dated IHahabad. , + the 26th November 1767; in which he 
particularly informs the Governor, that he had got pofl'eflion of a 
letter from the writer to Monf. Genii/, , meaning that of the 19th 
June 176 7, J already produced, which he had delivered to Colonel 
Smith. Not only this correfpondcncc with Monf. Geniily but even 
that between the writer and his mercantile-agents, was therein re- 
prefented as a dangerous channel of conveying intelligence to the Nabob 
Sujah al Dowlah. The Armenians were accufed of “ tilling the coun- 
try with lying rumours, and of teeming to have adopted a iyrtem 
of fixing thcmfelvcs in the Nabob’s dominions, as they were for- 
merly at Murjhedabad." The manner in which Mr. Maddifon con- 
ceived the writer parted his boats loaded with faltpetre and other goods, 
was likewife deicribed, and all thefe important circumftances were 
recommended to the attention of Mr. Prefident Vtreljly who had 
himfelf before defired Mr. Maddifon to procure a particular letter , 
written by Mr. Bolts. 

The whole of Mr. Maddifon* s accufatory informations to the Prc- 
fklent evidently proceeded from the fettled plan, tor obftructing 
and undermining the writer’s bufitiefs ; on which view, they were 
of courfe gladly received and proceeded on by the hoard. There 
was not, however, a circumftance in the whole which had even 
the lhadow of truth for its foundation, except a report, which 
might portibly have circulated, concerning thofc Armenian merchants' 
engaging to tranfaft bufinefs for Mr. Rumbold. as that gentle man had 
actually written § letters to Cogee Mclcomb and Cogee G regore for 
that purpofe, a few days before the rtorm was railed againlt them. 
How far Mr. Maddifon' s informations proceeded from his zeal for 
the Company’s, fervice, • the reader may be enabled to judge from a 
very curious letter which, at n fubfequent period, lie wotc to his 
partner in trade at Patna , and v, hich not only (lands pi .ed on the 
records of the- late Mayor’s Court of Calcutta, but has alio been || ex- 
hibited before the Court of Eajl India Directors. 

* Appendix E. Nam. V. pa;:e 349.. 

\ Ibid. !■'. Num. VI. page 349. 

j Ibid. E. Num. II. page 347. 

j It is probable Mr. RumMJ had forgot this circumflance when lie gave ! ' i*' : fcxK« 
in the Houle of Commons See Journals, vol. XXXUI, pa go yrO, at the bottom 

I Apptudii A. Num. XXXIX. page 193. 

Still 



88 


CONSIDERATIONS ON 

Still on the fame fubjedl of the writer’# Jfeafqnab/e correfpondencc 
with Monf. Gentil, the next accufation ‘was made in a pompous 
letter from Colonel Smith, dated Illahabad, the 44th November 1767, 
to the SeleSl Committee ; which was laid before the Prefident and 
Council at their confultation of the 10th December 1767. From 
the Colonel’s letter it appears, that the offenfive part of what the 
writer had informed Monf. Gentil , was a report, ’that his late part> 
ner in trade, Mr. John JohnJlone , was coming out Governor on the 
part of the King. The Colonel thought that this was a “ falfe- 
nood which tended to leflen the eflfcntial dignity and neceffary in- 
fluence of the Prefident ; to whom he conceived it was fo great an 
infult, obliquely offered, that if he, the Colonel, had been prefent 
at the board* he would have moved for the exertion of their authority 
to the utmojl, to free the fettlement from fo dangerous an inhabitant as 
Mr 'Bolts.” 

It is worthy of remark, with what eagernefs all meafures were 
purfued that had a tendency to injure the writer. The Prefident 
and Council, by their records of the * tenth December 1767, refer 
for their information to a Seled Committee which was not Jield 
till the eleventh. But the' moft ridiculous part of the extrad from 
Colonel Smith's letter, as it ftands on the laid proceedings of the 
Seled Committee of the nth December 1767, is omitted on the 
confutations juft referred to. His words were as follow ' 

“ The nature of the intelligence tranfoitted from Calcutta , by 
“ Sujah Dow lab's Vakeel, is without limits. The Nabob is almoft 
“ as fully acquainted with the parliamentary proceedings concern- 
“ ing the Company’s affairs, as I am. How far the importance 
“ and dignity of the Company, and the weight and influence of 
“ the adminijlralion, is leffened in his effeem by this comraunica- 
“ tion, may be eafily conceived. Whilft a Vakeel is fo ready, 
“ and fo fure a channel to communicate intelligence* few men will 
“ be found fo hardy as to maintain a dired correfpondeuce with 
“ the Nabob, f$c. &r.” 

It may not be eafdy conceived, by an Englijh reader, why the 
Nabob of Owd, an ally of the Britijh nation, in times of profound 
peace, might not be as lately t ruffed with the fecret of the proceed- 
ings of a Brii'i/h parliament, as Colonel Smith. But if the writer 
of 1 'ucb a letter as that already quoted to Monf. Gentil , had fo 
much to dread from the refentment of fo zealous a gentleman ; in 

* Appendix!. Num, VII. p-ge 351. 

a fimilar 
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a fimilarcafe, within thejbhere of the Colonel’s tranfcendent power, 
what might not his Majfny’s fervants apprehend, who have been 
lately fending over to the native* of India, tranflatipns into the fV- 
fan language of a Briti/h ad of parliament ? It is equally incon-- 
ceivable, how “ the importance and dignity of the Company, or 
“ the weight and influence of the admin f ration ,’’ could be lefientd, . 
in the efteera of the Nabob,' or even of the loweft among the 
natives, had fucb a report been true, at that time, either with 
refpeflt to a Governor or a Commander in Chief. 

However, pn fqch fecret, interefted, and frivolous informations, 
without acculing the writer or his agents of any real milcondud, 
without heariug them iu their defence, without any juft caute of 
complaint againft them, and contrary to the inclinations * of the 
Princes in whole dominions they relidcd, were thofc innocent mer- 
chants Oo be fuddenly feized, and banifhed tix hundred miles front 
their habitations, families, and property. 

Mr. Prefident Verelfs + minute, at the confultarion of the toth 
December 1767, upon theft; informations received front Mr. MaJdi- 
fon and Colonel Smith, was the firft that he had made on this ft?b- 
jeft ; and was calculated to obtain the fandion of the board for the 
arbitrary orders, or recommendations, which he had fome months 
before privately, and unauthorizedly, fent to the Nabob Sujah a! 
Dowlah. The acquifition of the writer’s private letter to Mon ft 
Gentil was Mr. Vereljt s mafter-picce in politics ; and from fuel) in- 
formations be acquainted the board, “ that he could aftert, from 
“ undoubted authority, that Mr. Bolts continued his correlpondencc 
“ with perfons refiding at the Courts of the country-princes ; and, 
“ with his Armenian agents, endeavouring, by falfe reports and re- 
“ preientatiqns, to leflen tfte refped due to the adminiftration , and 
“ to deftroy the harmony and confidence fublifting with the 
“ powers of Hindojlan ; that he had an Armenian agent at Fyzttbad, 
“ named Cogee Rafael, another at Bandras, Cogee Melcomb , and a 
“ third near Ghazipoor, named Cogee Gregore, through whom he 
“ ungratefully endeavoured to injure the inter ejls of thofe in •whofefer - 
“ vice he had raifed an independency that, therefore, he bad de- 
fired the Nabob to banilh all fuch from his country ; and as he was 
informed that Mr. Bolts had palled his goods, duty-free, under old 

* Appendix E. Num. XII. page 356. Noa. XIV. page 359. Num. XXI. page 
365, and Num. LVII. page 39a. 

t Ibid. page3Ji. 
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duftucks, he, the Prefident, had “ wrotg* to the minj/lers , during 
“ them to iil'ue orders for flopping all duftucks of a very old date ; 
“ a meafure which he hoped would put a flop to fo dishonest 

“ AND UNLAWFUL A PROCEEDING.” 

Nor lefs ridiculous were the fentiments expreffed by the Prefi- 
dent and Council, in their letters to the Directors on thefe fub- 
jefts ; for proof of which we beg leave to refer to their general 
* letter by the (hip Norfolk , dated Calcutta , the ioth December 
1 767. This letter recapitulated all their charges againft the writer ; 
that he had offered an infult to their government, in the perfon of 
the Preffdent ; daringly attempted to lefien their influence in the 
country, and to deftroy the harmony which happily fubfifled in Coun- 
cil, by perfonal addreffes to the board, and Jecret corrtfpondencies, 
carried on by means of Armenian agents ; and that although he was 
an Alderman of the Mayor’s Court, they were determined to feize 

him by force, and fend him a prifoner to England That the 

expediency of fulfilling this refolution became more evident from 
the intelligence Avhich they had fince received, of the information 
he had given Monf. Getilil, relative to the affairs of the Company, 
and of his “ associate,” Mr. John/lone's being appointed Gover- 
nor, on the part of his Majefty ; that the danger of fuch proceed- 
ings was too apparent, “ and muft juftify whatever method they 
“ propofed to rid the country of fuch a man.” 

After enumerating fuch fuppofed capital crimes, and enlarging on 
their own dangers and apprehenlions, they thus conclude : 

Par. 79. “Having now reprefented fully to you the condu&of 
“ Mr. Bolts , we beg leave again to point out to you the necdlity 
“ of having the extent of our authority indifputably fixed, with 
“ regard to fending perfons home by force , who will not comply with 
“ our orders. For it this power is not granted, and perfons are 
allowed to remain here, and fet our government at defiance with 
“ impunity ; anarchy and confufion muft infallibly take place, and 
“ your influence in thcle parts, in the end, be totally lubverted.” 

Such were the proceedings and reprefen tations of the Governor 
and Council. The Secret Committee having alfo readily coincided 
with the fentiments and meafures of Colonel Smith, he was rc- 

3 uefted, in a letter of the + 2 2d December 1769, figned by Prefi- 
ent Vereljl , Meffrs. Cartier , Becher and ¥ flayer, “ to ufe his eu- 

* Appendix F. page 481. 
t Ibid. £. Nom. Vill. page 353. 
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deavours with the Nabob to remove Mr. Bolts & gomaftahs from 
“ his dominions.” 

The Colonel's zeal had indeed * already been exerted, and re- 
quired no inftigation from the Secret Committee, to effect a pur- 
pole which he had fo much at heart for the gratification and intercft 
of himfelf and his friends. And in the month of December 4767, 
he paid a vifit to the Nabob Sujab al Dowlah, at Fyzabad , whereof, 
one principal objedl was the removal of thole Armenians , who were 
the writers agents, from the dominions of the Nabob. 

So early as + March 1767, the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah had been 
made independent, as was pretended, with refped to all reftri&ions 
of trade carried on by gomaftahs within his own dominions, by let- 
ters from Mr. Prefident Verelft ; who, before that period, had alfo 
informed him, that the writer, having refigned the Company’s fer- 
vice, was not under their \ proteftion, nor defervitig of the favour 
fhewn him by that Prince ; who, as hath juft been feen, by an 
order from the Seleft Committee of the 22d December 1767 to Co- 
lonel Smith, was alfo required “ to remove Mr. Bolts; gomaftahs 
“ from his dominions .” 

Under fuch circumftances, the reader who has any right infor- 
mation of India will acknowledge, that the writer could poffefs no 
influence with the Indian Princes for the protetftion of his agents or 
gomaftahs, except l'uch as was founded on general juftice, or their 
perfonal good-will towards him ; much lefs could thofe Princes 
have been afraid to exert their own authority againft his Armenian 
or other agents, if their mifeondudt had rendered fuch an exertion 
needful. 

There were no Armenians, at that time, “ in the fervice of indivi- 
“ duals," refiding under Britijh prote&ion, as agents, in all the 
provinces of Illahabad and Owd, except thofe employed by the 
writer ; although there were many other Armenian merchants in 
thofe provinces, as well as in every other part of Hindoftan. Mir - 
zapore, Bandras, and Ghazipoor, were places at a great diftance 
from the Court of the Nabob Sujah a l Dowlah, and within the jurif 
edition <f the Zemindary of the Rajah Bulwantfing, whofe revenues, 
annually payable to that Nabob, were fixed at a ftipulated fum, by 
treaty, guarantied by the Company. The Rajah, therefore, exer- 

• Appendix E. Num. III. page 348. 

f Ibid. N«m. XIII. page 358. 

I Mr. Vereljl's letters on this fubjefl ftand on the Company’s records, dated the 28th 
^ W/ ' 7<57, -m • r , 
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cifed ns Zemindar and Prince of the country, every authority rela- 
tive to the trade, revenues, and government of his own Zemiodary, 
irtdepehdantly of the Nabob Sujah al thwlah; although, as has 
been already {hewn, that Nabob, in confequence of a perwftnah 
from Prefident Verelfi, had been induced t6 give Colonel Smith And 
Claud RuffiH, Efq; an exclufive grant in thenatne Of their gomaftah 
Ifmaelbeg, for carrying on the faltpetfe-tradein bis dominions. 

It was neceflary to bring thele fads to the reader’s view, before we 
produced to him the next document that has fcortie to public know- 
ledge, which was a letter from Colonel Smith tb the Select Committee, 
dated the * 3d January 1 768. In that letter, which appears to have 
■been calculated to effect the removal of all ohftaclfes avifing from 
other merchants, the Colonel informed the Committee, “ that the 
“ Nabob Sujah al Dowlah had reprefented to him the great in- 
“ conveniencies which arofe from gomaftahs and dependents of 
“ Englijh gentlemen rd'tdmg in his dominions, particularly at M/r- 
“ zapore , Bandras, and Ghatsipoor ] that the Nabob was extremely 
“ cautious in exerting his authority over any of tbofe who even 
“ afl’umcd the Englijh name, notwithftanding the impofttions, eX- 
“ tortions, and frauds they were guilty of; that as the Nabob had 
“ received repealed ajfurances from the Prtfidency, that no private trade 
“ Jlmld be carried on in his dominions, fo he reqiicfted, that the 
“ Colonel would exert his power to free the country from the Ar- 
“ menians and natives or Bengal, in the fervice of individuals ; for 
“ whofe expulfion tlie Colonel allured the Nabob cffeClual means 
“ Ihould be ult-d, as he had heard the “ Prefident made it a point 
“ neither to grant dufiucks or perwdnahs into his Excellency' s dominions'* 
Further, as a proof of difihte« ftednefs, ** the Colonel allured the 
“ Nabob, i t fitould be his care\ that the pCrwdnah which he hitnfef 
“ had granted to llmaelbeg ( one of his own fubjefts) for the exclufive 
“ privilege of making faltpetre on account of English gentle- 
“ men, Jhould bt returned." 

The whole of tins letter was a compleat mifreprefentation of 
fa£ls, and to perfons acquainted with the geography and govern- 
ment of thole- countries, carries with it its own refutation. The 
Nabob Sujah al Dowlah could not poffibly have any reafon to com- 
plain of what was done in matters of trade at Mirsutpore , Bandras, 
and Ghazipoor. That Nabob alfo, when applied to by Colonel Smith 
for the expulfion of the Armenians “ in (he fervice of individuals 


* Appendix E. Num. IX. page 353. 
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Was (o averfe to fuch an tuSt of injustice, that he * efpoufed their 
caufe, and afterwards took into his own + fervice Mr. Johannes Padre 
Rafael, the only Armenian, under the Colonel’s delcription, then 
rodent within his immediate jurifdittion , in order to protcft him from 
violence.— !-The Colonel was equally unlucky in bis application 
b | January 1768 to the Rajah Bulwanifing , at Bandras ; who 
a&uaily declared, in the Colonel’s prefence, that he had no complaints 
to make mainfl Mr.GregoreCojamaul, the Armenian merchant whom 
he was airefted to remove. But what proved Hill more di (graceful 
to the Colonel’s arguments was, that the only real complaint of 
this nature, appealing on the Company’s records, was aftnally 
mada-againft the Colonel’s own gomaftah, Ifmaelbeg, by the itiNO, 
or Grand Mogul, Shah Allum ; who, in February 1768, wrote 
a § letter to Mr. Verelfl, complaining, that “ one Ifmaelbeg had en~ 
“ grojfed the whole trade of faltpetre, under the fan&ion of the 
“ ' Englijh , and defiring to be informed on what authority be really 
ailed." 

As the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah , and the Rajah Bulwantfing, had 
till then evaded the many applications made to them for leizing 
and banifhing the writer’s agents, the order was at laft pretended 
to bfc made (I general for recalling all gomaftahs from thole countries. 
It had been falfely -alleged, that the carrying on of any trade in 
thofe dominions had been in violation of the f orders of the Direc- 
tors for they entirely difapproved of the reftri&ions that had been 
laid thereon, pronouncing them to be “ unadvifed , mnecefjary ,** im- 
“ politic, and pernicious." However, when every other artifice had 
failed, Mr. Verelfl at laft requefted the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah to 
oblige him, by fpeedily apprehending Johannes Padre Rafael and 
iVufcan Eflepban, Armenian merchants, then refident at lyzabad, 
and fending them to Calcutta, as being ++ “ a tribe of a bad caji, whofe 
“ principles were only faljhood But the Nabob appearing to con* 
tinue tardy in fuch fervice, the Company’s feapoys, under Colo- 

* Append!* B. Nun. XIV. page 349. 

t See Colonel Smith’s letter to Mr. Vertljt, Ibid. Num. XXI. page 365. 
t Ibid. Num. XII. page 357. 

$ ibid. Hum. XVH. page 362. 

|| Ibid Num. XXXIX. page 380. 
f Ibid. Num. XIX. page 364. 

** Ibid. Num. XCIII. page 424. 
ft TbM. 'Num. XX. page 365. 
it Ibid. Num. XXIV. page 367. 
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nel Smith's Aid de Camp and partner in trade, were employed for 
that purpofc, while politive * orders were fent by the Governor to 
the Rajah Bulwantfng, for the imprifonmentand banilhment of the 
Armenians, Melcomb Philip and Gregore Cojamaul, who refided within 
his jurifdiftion. • 

While meafures were taking for feizing the perfon of Mr. Rafael 
he got intelligence thereof, and by letter from Fyzabad, informed 
the writer, that the reafon affigned for his intended imprifonment was, 
his being an impoftor, who falfely pretended to aft for perfons under 
Rnglijh proteftion, without authority for fo doing ; and he there- 
fore requeued, under the writer’s hand and feal, lpecific jpovters 
concerning the tranlaftions he was entrufted with for his account, 
to be produced whenever neceflary. In compliance with this requi- 
lition* the writer did, in April 1768, fend him up, in the Perfian 
language, powers duly authenticated for collefting his outftanding 
debts and balances, according to iuftice and equity ; with declar- 
ing, that whoever impeded him therein, or Ihould moleft or im- 
pnfon him, would be made refponfible to the writer for all confe- 
quences. There is inferted in the Appendix a + tranflation of 
this paper, which certainly would have appeared unworthy of the 
reader’s attention, had not this fimple tranfaftion been inftanced by 
Mr. Vereljl as a high crime, and the paper dignified with the title 
of “ a \proclamatm ijfued in the jiyle of a Sovereign or if the tool 
of a Mock-Nabob at Murfhedabad , to whom the paper was after- 
wards fhewn, had not, for ferving an iniquitous purpofe, been 
made, four months afterwards, to fend it down to the § Prefidency 
with complaints of it, as an infult on his dignity ; and if the Pre- 
fident and Council, contrary to truth and the evidence of the very 
paper before them, had not thereon complained of it to the || Direc- 
tors in September 1768, as a letter written in an imperious ftyle to 
Mahommed Reza Khawn. 

During the above-related proceedings, Mr. Vereljl having been in- 
formed that the writer had obtained from Fyzabad, copies of the let- 
ters which he had written for the feizure and banifhment of the Ar- 

* Appendix E. Num. XVI. page 361. Num. XXV. page 368. rad Nnm. XXVII. 
page 369. 

t Ibid. Num. XXXVIII. page 379. 

% Vertlft'% View, tfc* page 41. 

$ Ibid. Appendix, p.igc 208. It was laid before the board by PreAdtot Vtrtljl at 
coofultation the ijth Auguft 1768. 

( See the 103d paragraph of their letter. Appefljix F. page 527. 
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menians , on the * 27th of March 1768* he fent complaints thereon 
to Sujab al Dowlah , defil ing that Nabob to “ make ftrict inquiry 
“ into the affair, as a matter of the moft lerious moment alleg- 
ing, that ‘‘ if. a man of lb little confequencc as Mr. Bolts could 
“ thus penetrate into the fecrets of his correlpondencc, it would be 
“ much more eafy for men of foperior influence and importance 
“ to do the feme.” And after obtaining abundance of intelligence 
concerning the intrigues that were then carrying on to effed the 
ruin of thofe innocent men, the writer at Lift received pofitivc in- 
formation of their being actually imprifoned ; and on the goth 
March 1768 wrote a letter to the Prelident, on the fubjeft of luch 
impriionments. 

In that f letter Mr. Vereljl was fully informed of the nature of 
the writer’s concerns under the management of his Armenian agents, 
and of the Ioffes that would accrue to him and them in coufe- 
quence of their imprifonment. He requefted, if they had been 
guilty of milbehaviour, that he might have time to appoint others 
to the care of his affairs, or that they might be releafed if inno- 
cent ; and as they had not charge of any new concerns, that they 
might be permitted to continue there for four months, to conclude 
his old ones, on the feme footing as the agents of the Prcfident 
himfelf, the reft of the Council, and of other gentlemen ; while he 
offered to engage in any bond, as a fecurity for their good-beha- 
viour.-— In order to put an end to the vexatious contcfts which 
fubflfted among the gentlemen competitors for the l'altpctre-trade, 
the writer likewife offered to put it on l'uch a footing as that flic 
Company might gain thereby at lead fifteen thoufand pounds fter- 
ling ter annum , clear profit, befides other important advantages. 

Without paying any attention to thole parts of the writer’s Ut- 
ter, Mr. Vereljl informed him, that repeated complaints had been 
received againft gomaftahs in general, in the provinces of OwJ and 
Illahabad ; and that the Company had given orders “ jor the po/ilke 
“ prohibition , to their fervants , of all trade whatever in th fe pr„. 
“ vinces .” He however mentioned no particular complaints he 
had received of the writer’s agents ; but, on the contrary, allured 
him, in his feid letter of the J 31ft March 1768, that he knew 

OF NO ORDERS FOR IMPEDING THE BUSINESS OF HtS GOM VS- 

♦ Appendix E. Num. XXX. page 37 t. 

f Ibid. Num. XXXII. page 372. 

1 Ibid. Num. XXXIII. page 37 s* 
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-TAFTS IN PARTICULAR, Itf THE DOMINIONS OP StlJAH At 
DoWLAH AND Bui.WANTSINGt 

The ‘writer * informed Governor Verelf, in anlwer to his letter,’ 
thrft by copies of the orders tfhich he had received, it appeared, 
that his gomaftahs were particularly mentioned by name. But in- 
order ‘to give him an eafy retreat, the writer attributed the Prefi- 
dent’s ignorance of the orders, to his having been deceived by thole - 
who penned the Perfan letters; and ftill requefted the favour of 
orders for the releafement of the priloners. The compliance with 
this requeft was far from the intention of Mr. Vertlfl, who, after 
repeated applications, informed the writer, by another letter, dated 
tile + 9th April 1 768, that the orders given for recalling the go*, 
malfahs were general, not particular ; “ but. that as the llamas of 
“ fuch perfons (the writer’s agents) came to his knowledge, it be- 
“ came neceflary to point them out.” i 

After making a number of fruitlefs applications, the writer was 
at laft referred to the Seleft Committee, who joined in foiemnly 
affuring him, \ that they, bR the President, knew op. 

NO ORDERS FOR THE CONFINEMENT OF ANY OF lirs 0OMAg~ 
tahs ; and further informed him,' that they thought he had no 
right to call upon them on this occafion, having long fince had the 
ulual time allowed him - for the adjuftment of all his aiairs; and 
that as he had already been ordered to leave the country, and ad- 
vifed that no further protection would be given him, they were there- 
fore determined not to interfere , or in any lhape charge themielves 
with any of his concerns. 

Several other applications were relpe&ively made to the Selclt 
Committee and Prefident and Council, on behalf of the imprifoned 
Armenians , as well by their own § relations, as by the writer, but 
without any effett. In the mean while, an innocent minifter of 
the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah's, whom Mr. Verelfl was pleaied to 
lufpeft of having furnilhed the writer with copies of his orders for 
imprifoniiijg thole Armenians, to appeafe the Prefident’s wrath, was 
forced to lend down a penal obligation called a || Mutcbulcah , under 
his hand and leal, whereby, according to the arbitrary cuftoms of 
the Eaft, he and his family would have been devoted to deftruc- 

* Appendix E. Num, XXXIV. page 376. 

f Ibid. Num. XXXVII. page 379. 

j Ibid. Num. L. page 387. 

§ Ibid. Num. LXIX: page 402. and Num, LXXVUI. page 408. 

| Ibid. Num. LXVIU. page 401. 


tion, 



I N D I A' A F> F A I R S. Part II. 9T 

tioH f agreeably to the tenors of the Mutchulcah, if it had been proved' 
that he had furnifhed the writer with copies of any of Mr. Petal's 
letters to the Nabob Sujah al Devolah ; who himlelf was likewiie 
forced to return *\\, * thofc which he had received on the fame fub- 
je£t from the Prefident. 

Otv fufpicion that the fame kind of intelligence had been like- 
wife given to the writer by the Rajah Bukvantfing, that Prince’s 
Vakeel,* or ambaffador, was alfo ignominioufly turned out of Cal- 
cutta by the + Prefident, without any authority from, or even 
communication with his Council upon the fubjed. Of this the 
writer duly \ informed the board, and even offered to prove the faft ; 
but although a lefs affrortt than this, the difgracefully turning out 
a hircarahi or fpy,- had greatly contributed to raife that indignation 
ofSerajahai Dewlah , which terminated in the lofs of Calcutta , the- 
board took no notice of the writer’s information. 

Not being able to get any kind of fatisfaftiou from the Prefident 
and Council, or Seleft Committee, on the 1 8th May 1768, the 
writer caufed a proteft to be ferved on them, when affembled in 
Council, by the. notary public ; in which he declared his demand 
againft them for damages, conlequent of their imprifonment of his 
agents. At the fame § confultation that moft extraordinary edift 
was refolved on, which hath been alfo noticed in the firft part of 
Confederations, &c. prohibiting all Armenians, Portugueze, or 
their defendants, from redding or carrying on any trade, dire&Iy or in- 
diredkly, *■ in any fart of India, out of the provinces of Ben- 
“ oal, Bahar, and Orissa,” under penalty of the levereft 
funi/bmentt , and confiscation of their property. 

ft is recommended to the reader attentively to perufe the proceed- 
ings of the board at the confultation here referred to; and that he 
Wul afterwards advert to the following obfervations. — That this was 
the firfi prohibition that had been made of trade within the territories 
of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlab, which, by the eighth article of the 
treaty with that Nabob, it had been ftipulated, mat || his Highnefs 
Jfmld allow the Englifh Company to carry on, duty-free, through - 


* Appendix E. Nam LXXIX. page 410. 

• + Ibid. Num. LXXVII. page 408. Num. LXXXIV. page 415. and Num. LXXXVI. 


page 417. 
t Ibid, page 415. 

§ Ibid. Num. LXX. page 404. 
| Dated the 16th dug uft 1765. 
Ui. page 448. 

-r f n 


See Reports of the Houle of Common*, 1773. vol. 
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out the whole »f his dominions ; that this* and the other ttfcdtfl of the 
tre&ty, \which had never been * renounced, were confirniedibtr Mr. 
Cartier\ i General Smith, and Mr. Claud Rufell, in the.'fullen lati- 
tud^ by a + fubfequent treaty ; that the extraordinary regulation 
in queftion was originally made by the Sele$ Committee on the 
27/fi'April 1^6 8, in private; that at the afofefaid coafultation.of 
the 1 8th May 1768, it was firjl ordered , that public notice Jbopld bp 
ghtn of thisrefolution, which, however, was not done be fore, the 6th 
or 9 th qf> June following , although it was to take pla$e after the ex- 
piration' ff two months from the, %^th April 1768; that if the. Prefir 
dent and Council had poffeffed a power to iffue fuch an order, it 
woul<j have .been impoffible for any perfon to comply with the con^ 
editions pf.it, who had outftanding concerns at the distance of fix 
hundred miles from the Prefidency of Calcutta ; and that the agents 
of fuch perfons would be expofed to the severest punishments,! 
and their property to. confiscation, even before new?, of the re. 
gulatjon qould reach them.— When the candid reader has. Confi-, 
dered thefe fadls, he will certainly allow, that we cannot too much 
admire the zeal, virtues, and abilities of our Calcutta legjiflators oa J 
this occafion. < 

But the writer’s Armenian agents being brought away from the 
high countries, fecured under Confinement at Murjhedabad, and by 
this edi<ft precluded from returning thither when they might chance 1 
to be releafed; the board were alio pleafed, at the fame confulta- . 
rion, to confider “ the great difadvaiitageS refusing from an imme* 1 
“ diat? recall of all gomajlahs of individuals, trading in the coun- 
“ tries of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlab, and of the i\ty&\i,Buhvant- 
“ fng ; and thereupon reiolved to allow them to reiide there fcr 
“ the ipace of two months, for the adjuftmenfi of thie affairsqfu 
“ their conftitucnts, and the colle&ion of their ootftiudingbalances.” 
For even Mr. Vefej/l had £ now acknowledged, that perfons being . 
feixed and font away, without allowing them time to adjuit their affairs, * 
would “find it impjfible even to receive the debts lawfully due to them • 

* See the letter from the Court- of DireAori, Appendix E. Num. XCIII, page 424. 

f Dated the 29th November 1768. See Reports of the Houfe of Commons 1773, 
fol, IV. page 88. Neverthelcfs, the fame General Smith being aflwd by the Seleft Com! 
mittee oftflc Houfe of Commons, “ Do you, know of any reaunciatkn of the eighth aetieie 
" of the treaty with Sujah Dowlab, Jiipulating a freedom in trade t" did not heft case to 

an fwer " I believe l do — I under/lood that the noble Lord Clive gave it up to Sujah 

<• Dowlah. 1 have it only from hearfay See General Smith' t evidence, journals, 

sol. XXXUl. page 940. 

f Appeudix E. Nom. LIX. page 393. 

Thus 
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'Thus the baiiifliment of the writer’s Armenian agents, in parti- 
cular, wus' theobje& of all thefe violent and contradictory meat* 
fures. It is however more than probable that the Nabob Sujab dl 
Dewlab had as much reafon as the king to be di Satisfied with the cOn- 
du£bof Colonel Smiths gomaftah, Ifmaelbeg, and of certain gomaftahs 
whbwere employed by Mr. Rumbold at * Goruckpoor, a diftrift within 
his OVVn immediate jurifdidtion. The Rajah Bulwantfmg might alfd 
have had equal reaftm to be difpleafed with the behaviour of other black 
gomaftahs at Miftapore, in the fervice of gentlemen of influence. 
But the natives of tne upper countries, who are not of fuch timid 
difpofitionS as the people in Bengal , will refill oppreffion by force. 
It was, therefore, only fuch gomaftahs as were lupported by much 
influence and power, who could commit great violences, and againft 
whom the Nabob, or Rajah, might not dare to complain, to the 
PrefidenCy. The Armenians who were employed by the writer pdf- 
feffed no influence ; they traded entirely on a footing with other 
natives *, and thofe Princes, encouraged thereto as they had been, 
could, as we have already obferved, nave had no apprehcnfions from 
an exertion of their own power againft them. But the real faft 
was, that there were no complaints made againft them, but fuch 
as had been framed by the gentlemen who were concerned together 
in bringing about their confinement and expulfion ; for by the very 
letters which were exprefly calculated to effeft the impriumment of 
thefe Armenian merchants, in particular, as agents to the writer. 
Governor Verelft appears + to have been firft informed of the great 
violences, extortions, and opbreffons of gomajlabs by the letters he re- 
ceived from Colonel Smith. 

The defigns againft thefe particular Armenians being thus accom- 
plilhed, under luch pretences as have been mentioned, the Prefi- 
dent and gentlemen of Council continued their own gomaftahs in 
thofe countries, and went on with their trade. The pious refolu- 
tions of Governor Verelf, J not to grant any perwdnahs or du/lucks 
for trade beyond the limits of the three provinces, for the relief of the 
diftreffed natives, were not to be conftrued to extend to himfelf, or 
his friends. He had not only granted a ptnvdnah to Mefl’rs. Colo- 

'I5 

'• Appendix E. Nuth. xklV. page 367. * 

Ibid. Num. XVI. page 361. and Num. XX, page 364. See alfo VerdJV s Ap- 
pendix, Num. t.XXXV. and Num. LXXXV1, page 1S7, where he gives partial ex- 
tinfts, as copier of the letters here referred to. 

. l Appendix E. Kuna. XIII, page 359. Num, XVI. page 361. and Num. XX. page 
364- XT , 
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ncl Smith, Rujfeli, and Company, but likewife to Meflb. * Alexan- 
der i\\& Jekyll ; and with refpeft to his own gomaftah, or agent for 
diamonds, wild was alfo continued at Bandras , he obtained' another 
perwatiah from the Nabob, + exempting him from duties on that 
branch of trade* and feverely reprimanded the Rajah Bulwantfing 
for demanding duties from the merchants felling diamonds, to 2 V/r.G ha- 
mmier,” his SAih — In the fame letter to that Rajah, hq 

alfo'flrongly enforced the currency of Englilh du/ldcks in that 'Prince’ $ 
territories, witn referving to'bimfelf the privilege of correcting abufes 
therein ; while the bufinefs pretended to be taken from Iftnaelbeg was 
transferred to the management of one Fey a% Ally Khawnfk ill on 
“ account of Englifh gentlemen who have Continued the trade in 
thofe provinces uninterruptedly to the prefent time. : 

The patience of the reader would be exhaufted in tracing the Prefi- 
dent, Scleft Committee, and Council of Calcutta through all the mazes 
of mifreprcfentation, falfliood, and wicked policy, by which : they 
effected, fend afterwards endeavoured to fcreen and jollify their per- 
fecutionsof.the innocent Armenian merchants, even in the tetti Co- 
ries of fuchj Princes as they pretended to fay were independent, . and 
drho, from juftice and humanity, fought in vain to protefl them* 
We mull, therefore, refer our indulgent readers to the Appendix, 
which under the Letter E. pages 345 to 433, contains in regular 
order, every material paper that has; come to our knowledge, and 
jvill throw further light on this matter ; while we referve afeparate 
chapter for our obfervations on the cafes of the Armenians in gene- 
ral, atid of thefe injured men in particular.— Yet in all thefe felfifH 
puvfuits the President and Council had the modejiy to plead public 
orders, and pretend the fervice of the Company than which 
nothing could be more contrary to truth, or more repugnant to 
every principle of reafon and equity. 

Bart the real merits of our Calcutta reformers, on. this oecalion, 
cannot be fliewn in a truer light than by expofuig the duplicity of 
their conduct, from their own words. — Upon the letter of com- 
plaints already quoted from Colonel Smith to the Seleft Committee, 
the pious Prelident thus addrefles the Colonel : . 

+ *Vlt is with fome aftonifhment, as well as concern, that I ob- 
“ lerVe the representations you have been pleafed to make to the 

* Appendix note, page 358. 

f Ibid. Nura. XXIX. page 370. 

i See Mr. Vertljl ' s letter of the 31ft January 1768 to Colonel Smith. Journals of 
riie Jloufc of Commons, vol. IfXXlII. page 937, 

“ Committee, 
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*•' Committee, in your letter to 'them of the 3d inftant, refpeding 
“ the private trade carried on by Engli/h gomaftahs in the Sircars 
of Ghaxipoor and Mirzaporc, and other parts of the Nabob Sujah 
“ a! Dowfab’s dominions. I therefore have taken this method to 
“ acquaint you with my fentimcnts thereon ; for, notwithftandiug 
“ ;I am at all times determined to prefervc and fupport my prero- 
“ gative in its due extent,, and to endeitvour at conducing all affairs 
“ of a public natifte to the belt of my abilities, upon what Teftccm 
“ the mofl Ready, uniform, and folid plan, yet no difference of 
“ opinion in thole points fhall have any fway with me, when mat- 
“ ters of private concern are under my confideration. 

“ The orders of the Company, arid the refolutions of the Com- 
“ mittee, are pofitive, that no private trade fhall be carried on 
“ without thefe provinces, and the penalty to thofe who fhall dif- 
“ obey them, no lefs than difinifuon from the fervke. Yet, it 
appears by your letter, that they are difobeyed, and that, too, 
“ in fuch a manner, as to oblige the Nabob Sujah a! Dowlah to 
“ complain to you of the oppremons and extortions of Eng/i/h go- 
“ maftahs ; the truth of which was confirmed by Bulwantjing. 

- You have exprefled your apprehenfions of fatality to the Com- 
“ pany’s poffeflions, unlels the mofl: vigorous meafures be purfued 
“ by the Committee to annihilate thefe complaints, lo fraught 
“ with pernicious coufcqucnces ; and informed the Committee of 
“ your having allured Sujah al Dowlah how defirous you are to 
“ ftrike at the root of this evil, and that it fhould be your care, 
“ that the perwdnah for an excluffve privilege to make faltpetre on 
“ account of the Engli/h, granted to Ifmaelbeg, fhould be returned. 

“ Called upon, as the Committee are, in this public manner, 
“ were they to content themfelves with only recording your let- 
“ ter upon the face of their proceedings, the Court of Directors 
“ might very poflibly conceive an idea of your attentive and faith- 
*• ful fervices at their expence, or perhaps fee caufe to fufpedt their 
“ difintereftednefs and integrity. If, on the contrary, they fecund 
14 your remonftrance with that degree of vigour you tell them they 
“ fhould, by refolving to detect and punifn every aggreflbr, may 
“ not your name happen to Hand recorded at the head of the lift ? 
“ You have particularized Ifmaelbeg j fhould they inquire by whom 
“ he has been employed, will it not be found that he was em- 
“ ployed by you ? Employed, not only in carrying on a trade pro- 
“ nibited by the Company, but even to raife tnat trade into a mo- 

“ nopoly 
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“ nopoly throughout the greateft' part of the dominions of our 
“ friend and ally ?" 

To which, in his letter* of the 8th February 1768, the zealous 
and dipnterejied Colonel thus replied : 

“ Upon what part of my conduit. Sir, can you found fuch a 
“ queftion ? Wherein have I ailed different from you ? — Could I 
“ conceive the purchafing of faltpetre in Sujah al Dow/ah's domi- 
“ nions to be fundamentally wrong, when yod yourfelf wrote to 
“ Sujah al Dowlah in. favour of Mr. Rujfell ' s gomaftah ? Could I 
“ conceive it to be a prohibited commerce, when you yourlelf en- 
“ couraged it ? Could I imagine it contrary to the regulations of 
“ the Seleit Committee, when you, who prefided in that Com- 
“ mittee, made ufe of your influence to introduce it ?” 

Such, in matters of internal policy and external commerce, have 
been the cruel and tyrannic tranfaitions of a government of civil 
and military harpies, in fupport of their own mod iniquitous and 
oppreffive monopolies in trade ; which were alike hurtful to indivi- 
duals, to the Company,, to the fubje&ed provinces, and to this 
kingdom : and which not being warranted by the laws or practice 
of Hindojlan , much lefs of Great Britain , can be fairly contemplated 
in no other light, than ap crimes of the greateft magnitude, and 
which merit the fevereft punilhment. 

* See Journals of the Houfe of Commons, vol. XXXIII. page 939. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

ON the Tyrannic, MILITARY, and Arbitrary PRE- 
TENDED JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS of theCOMPAN Y’s 
Ruling-Servants in BENGAL, from their Imprisonment 
of the WRITER’S AGENTS, until their illegally Stripping 
him of his Office of ALDERMAN, and their Forcible 
Seizure and Embarkation of his perfon, on board the Ship 
Valentine, to be tranfportcd to EUROPE. 

T HE many dcferved mifcarriages which the gentlemen of the 
Committee and Council at Calcutta experienced in their 
commercial undertakings, did not a little contribute to the increale 
of their animofity towards the writer, whole trade, in the conclu- 
fion of his concerns, continued as profperous to himfelf, as it was 
really ferviceable to the Company and country, in fpite of all the 
obftru&ions they could give it. But defperate malice at length in- 
fpired them with the refolution to apply military power, tor the 
accomplilhment of their ends, in order to crulh by this, the laft 
inftrument of tyranny, what they could not undermine by craft. 

The objedt of their projected monopoly of cotton was of fuch 
magnitude, that it could not be accomplilhed with all the money, 
influence, and power of the whole confederacy ; for, befides what 
the writer and others brought from the weftern countries down the 
Gantres, far greater quantities than had been exposed were likewife 
imported by lea. They, therefore, found themlelves greatly dilap- 
pointed in their expectations ; lb that Colonel Smith might have had 
good reafon for aflerting, * he did not gain any advantage by his fur- 
chafe of Mr. Vercllt’r pare ; though the merchant might have out- 
witted the foldier in the bargain. 

But all poflible means were ufed by the monopolizers in power 
for the moll advantageous difpofal of their cotton. In the province 
of Patna, under Shetabroy, a new and unprecedented duty was laid 
on what came down the Ganges , which alrnotl amounted to a pro- , 
hibition of importation in that way ; and at MurJhedabad , Mahom- 
med Reza Khawn was employed to difpolc of a conlidcrable quantity 

* See journal* of the Houfe of Commons, vol. XXXIII. page 939. 

that 
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that \va; configncd to him, with a recommendatory letter from Go- 
vernor Vereljl. And fo very ftrenuous was that minister, in the 
beneficial difpofal of this confignnient to the Ztmindars nnd other 
inhabitants, that the poor people have been iccn going, in a body, 
with cotton on their * heads as a fignal of diftrels, to complain to 
Mr. Francis Syks, then Eng/tfh Refident, or Company’s didator, 
3 t the Durbar. 

With refped to the writer’s particular trade, a party of the 
Company’s black-troops, detached from Colonel Smith'* brigade at 
Jllahahail, adually flopped and feb.ed a fleet of his boats, on their 
way to market, loaded with cotton, which, after many difficul- 
ties, was obliged to.be unloaded and refold, to a confiderable Ids, at 
Bandras. His black-gomaftahs in the province of lllahabad were 
imprifoned and f flogged; and Captain Gabriel Harper, the Colonel’s 
agent and partner at Owd, not only took and forcibly detained from 
another black-gomaftah of the writer’s, two berwdnahs for faltpetre, 
granted him by the Nabob Sujah al Dcrwlah, under his hand and 
leal, but the people employed by him in the laltpetre-bulinefs, 
caufed the writer’s warehoules and property likewife to be plun- 
dered; particularly at a place called Lalfyoq/r Carowty , where he 
thereby lofl three thoufand maunds of laltpetrc, befides feveral 
boats. 

In confluence of a requeft from Colonel Smith, permiffion had 
been granted him by the Seledt Committee, on the \ 23d February 
1768, to repair to the Prefidcncy, in order to prepare for Europe. 
Difappointed in his views of trade, and perhaps not a little piqued 
at the protection and countenance Ihewn by the Nabob Sujah al 
Dow/ah and the Rajah Bulwantjing to his rivals, the Armenian mer- 
chants, he returned to the Presidency with no fmall degree of re- 
fentment towards the writer, whofe corrcfpondence with thole Ar* 
menians had contributed to thwart the “ commercial §Jyftem n of the 
Colonel and his partners. 

Soon after his return to the Pivfidtncy, therefore, on th<f 4th 
Muy 1768, the Colonel entered a flaming || minute on the proceed- 
ings of the Council agaiufl the writer ; in which he emphatically 


* Mynheer Dacheracbt, the prefent Governor of the Dutch fculements in Bengal, 
'vas at Mcy.hj’ore :.n eye-witnefs ot one of thefe extraordinary vifits to Mr. Sykes. 
f Appendix E. hum. LXXXII. page 412. 
t Ibid, page 363. 

j Journals, vol. XXXllf. page 939. . 

|j ApfcndbiF.Num.XXUl. page 48a. Alfa Vtrelft's .Appendix, page 207. . 

reminded 
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reminded the board, that their former refolutions for lending him 
a prifoner to England flood unrevoked and unexecuted, although he 
had continued correfponding with the country-powers ; that the confe- 
quences of fuffering him with impunity to bid defiance to the au- 
thority of the board, were fo very obvious, that it was unnecefl'ary. 
to mention them : but when he read an unanimous decree of the , 
board, “ for taking fuch meafures, on this occafion, as appeared 
abfblutely ncceflary for the public- fervice, he could not but conjure 
the Prefident and Council to fupport the dignity of government, by 
enforcing obedience to their owffi refolutions.” 

In cdnfequetice of this minute, it was unanimoufly “ agreed and 
“ refolved , that the writer fliould be pofitively lent a prilbuer fo 
“ Europe , by the firfl fliip to be difpatched from tlie Prefidency.” 

• Mr. Edward Fenwick, a gentleman in the fervice of the Com- 
pany, and employed in the Secretary’s office, firfl gave information 
of this refolotion of the board to the writer, who law himfelf 
thereby likely to be deprived of what remained of his fortune, 
after the imprifbnment of his agents. Thus threatened with 
violence, and finding no red refs could be had from the Governor 
and Couticil, who had already violated every principle of private 
honour and public juflice ; the duty which he owed to himfelf and 
his family, as well as to thofe who had entrufled him with much 
of their property, all which would be expofed to entire lofs from , 
the feizure and tranfportation of his.perfon, now prompted him to 
feek protection from the laws of Great Britain. This, however 
unfavourable the profpeCt, being his only remaining refonree, he 
therefore refolved to .apply for the protection of the Grand Jury. 
He further thought that fuch an application would give the Pre- 
fident and .Council an opportunity of legally proving fuch mifdc- 
meanours, if any exifled, as they might think would jultify their 
refolutions againft him. From the difpofition, at that time, of the 
community in general, if he had been found guilty of any attempt 
jtubverfive either of the public peace, or the interefls of the Com- 
pany, it was beyond a doubt, that the juries would very readily 
have concurred with the refolutions of the Governor and Council ; 
who themfelves would alfo neceflariiy fit in judgment on the^rial of 
his complaint at the General Quarter Seffion. 

Yet, under all thefe difadvantages, on the 27th May 1768, the 
writer ventured to prefeut to the Grand Jury, then fworn and im- 
panelled, an * information againft Colonel Richard Smith, for hav- 

* Appendix F. Num. XXIV. page 483 

0 ill* 
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illegally eonfpired with other perfons, and agreed together in 
writing, to feize, imprifon, and tranfport him to parts unknown, 
beyond the feas : on which ground he claimed the prote&ion of 
the Jury, for the fecurity of his perfon and property, and of 
that of other perfon s under his management. He further prayed 
that Colonel Smith and his acceflaries might be bound to preferve 
the pealce, and, on corivi&ion of the crimes charged againft them, 
be oDliged to give fpecial bail for their future good behaviour ; with 
proper fecurities for the fum of one hundred and ten thouland 
pounds fterling ; and for fuch other Ioffes as might accrue to the 
writer, in cafe the faid Colonel Smith and his aflbciates fhould ille- 
gally make ufe of the military force under their command, to carry 
their refolutions againft him into execution. * 

After prefenting this information, the jury required of the writer 
to produce his witneffes to prove the fa&s afferted tnerein ; whereupon 
he gave in the names or feveral gentlemen : among which were 
thole of Mr. Simeon Droz, Sheriff and Secretary to the Council ; 
Mr. Edward Baber , Deputy Secretary and Clerk of the Peace, and 
other clerks in office. The juftices on the bench were Governor 
Verelfl , James Alexander, Claud Rufell, William Alderfey, and Charles 
Ffioyer , Efquircs. 

The Grand Jury then proceeded to call upon the witnefles, in 
order to take their evidence ; but particularly upon Meffrs. Simeon 
Droz, Edward Baber , William Dumbleton , and Shearman Bird , gen- 
tlemen who were then prefent. They firft ferit Mr. George Lear , 
one of the jurors, with Mr. Droz, to Mr. Baber the Clerk of the 
Peace, in order to be fworn before the judges, which the court re- 
fufed to admit ; alleging, that the “ calling upon one of the officers 
“ of the court, who was then upon duty, in fo fudden a manner, 
« without having Obtained their leave, or given him any previous 
** notice, or informing him what he was to be fworn to* was a 
“ very improper method of proceeding ; and unlefs the affair was 
•* of very material confequence, and his evidence immediately ne- 
“ ceffary, they defired it might be difpenfed with.” — Upon this, the 
Jury fent Mr. Lear, firft, with Mr. Baber, then with Mr. Bumble- 
ion, and afterwards with Mr. Bird ; to all of whom the court fuc- 
ceffively objected, for the fame reafons as before alleged; with 
further adding, “ they could not but remark, that 'in the perfons 
“ of the Sheriff, Clerk of the Peace, Meffrs. Dumbleton and Bird ; 
“ Mr. Lear had called upon the Secretary, Affiftant Secretary, and 
»• Affiftants to the Prufident and Council of Fort William, in their 

“ Secretary’s 
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*' Secretary's office *, that the two . latter were young peirfons barely 
“ turned of fixteen years of age, who were entrufted with the 
“ knowledge of the records ana proceedings of the Governor and 
“ Council, which they were bound to keep fecret, under penalty 
“ of forfeiting the Company's fervicc; and that if Mr.\Bo//x had 
“ called ujMn thefe young perfons as witneffes, in order to roakd 
“ them difclofe the proceedings of the Governor and Council, they 
*? could not but objeft to young perfons being called upon in fo 
“ unprepared a manner." 

Mr. Zr tar then withdrew $ and the gentlemen of the Grand Jury 
foon after came into court with the following addrefs to the 
judges : 

“ The Grand Jury, impanelled aijd fwom at a Quarter Sef? 
“ fions, held this 17th day of May 1 768, in the town of Calcutta , 
“ take this method to acquaint the Honourable Juftices of the 
“ Peace, now fitting, that an information has been laid before 
*' them, on oath, by William Bolts inhabitant of Calcutta ; where-* 
“ upon the Grand Jury fummoned two witnefles, named in the 
“ information, in order to their being examined ; one of whom 
“ being the Sheriff, and the other, -Clerk of the Peace, the bench 
“ of juftices thought proper to refofe their attendance on the 
“ Grand Jury ; whereupon other witneffes were fummoned by an 
“ officer of the court, as the Grand Jury conceive, in the ufual 
“ manner ; which the bench of juftices were pleafed to difapprove 
“ of, as the Grand Jury underftood by a meflage from the bench, 

“ delivered to them by Mr. George Lear, one of their body ; who 
“ alfo delivered further, that the bench were of opinion, that the 
“ Grand Jury feemed to aim at qjfuming a power Jitperior to the 
“ GOVERNMENT. 

“ The Grand Jury are deeply concerned to find that their en- 
u deavours to acquit themfelves of their duty, as bound by their 
“ oaths, fhould have brought upon them fo fevere a reflection from 
“ the bench, which they are not in the leaft confcious of having de- 
" ferved; and they will venture to fay, that no Grand Jury was 
" ever better difpofed to the government than the prefent. 

“ In cafe the bench do perfevere in their refolution, of notper- 
“ mkting the Grand Jury to examine- witneffes upon oath, touch- 
“ ing the faid information, and refufc to fwear in fuch. witnefles, 

“ the Grand Jury have no other method of proceeding left (as 

without the examination of witnefles they cannot colled tin; 

“ opinions of the jurors) but to deliver in the faid information to 

0 a “ the 
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“ the bench of juftices, with thi$,addrefs, ; who will then be anfwfr* 
“ 'able for all confequences. 

(Signed) CORNELIUS GOODWIN, 

Foreman. 1 ' 

The jurors were then defired to re-confider their proceedings ; and 
after retiring forfome time, they, returned into court, and^gain pre- 
fented their addrcfs unaltered. Upon this the judges, told the jurors 
“ their prefentment was really a mifreprefentation ■ of faffs:' and, 
with affigning fuch frivolous reafons as were [calculated to evade 
taking cognizance of the writer’s complaints, as inferted at large in 
the * Appendix, they abruptly adjourned the court to the 27th of 
Augujl 1768; although they knew there were feveral Engltfhmn, 
then priloners for mildemeanours, and demanding their trials, to 
which they had a legal right. , . 

The official proceedings of the P red dent and Council, which con- 
tain their orders for the government of the Company’s fettlements, 
having heretofore been confidered. as public records, to which 
every individual had accefs ; it was referved for Governor Vereljl 
and his coadjutors, to fit in folejnn judgment on a bench of jufticc 
and declare, that they contained fecrets which could not be divulged 
to a Grand Jury by the Company’s fervants, “ without perjuring. 
“ them/ elves, or forfeiting their fidelity to the Company." 

However, on fuch principles for judging, did the Prefidcnt and 
Council proceed to difmif9 Mr. Edward Fetvwiak from the fervice, 
though bound by no oath of feerecy, for divulging to an accufed 
party their refolution concerning him. The writer, who fufpeded 
what might happen, had given in a lift of the names of nxteeiv 
+ other witnefles befides Mr. Fenwick, whom he alfo cautioned 
with regard to fpeech, but who, unconfcious of any crime, , 011 
being qutftioned by Mr. Secretary Droz thereon, did freely acknow- 
ledge the informations he had given the writer. What pafTcd re- 
fpefting that injured gentleman, from the time of his difmiflion to. 
that of his reftoration to the Company’s fervice, with the fenti- 

1 * See the proceedings, Appendix F. Num. XXV. p?ge .jFj. And it may be pro- 
per here to mention, thafc agreeably to their adjournment, the juftices did meet on 
the 27th of Augufi. But being opprehenfive that the writer would again exhibit hisr 
complaint, they only proceeded to call over and di/mijs the juries, and then adjourned 
the court to the 271I1 u t the following month? bcfoie which time they took care to tm- 
pr*foi) him. 

| See note, Appendix, page 484. 


taents 
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mcnts of the Court of Directors on that tranfa&ion, may be alfo 
feen in the * Appendix. 

But the writer was not only left without remedy from the laws of 
England by lo arbitrary an interpofition of the Governor and Council, 
then fitting a9 Judges at the tpiarter-fefliotis, but, for a long time 
afterwards, they likewife detained from him the copies which lie had 
applied for, of the proceedings of the Court : and which were finally 
delivered to him, falsified. 

The rcafon alleged for this extraordinary procraftination, as the 
writer was informed, by letter, from the Clerk of the Peace, Mr. 
Edward Baber , was, that one of the Juftices had loft or miflaid the 
proteft of the Grand Jury. * Fortunately, one of the Jurors had 

{ ireferved a copy of the proteft, and delivered it to the writer, who 
laving (hewn it to the Clerk, the exiftence of the pretended-loft 
original was at laft acknowledged, and after a delay of a month and 
three days, certain papers, under the official fignaturc of Mr. Baber, 
were delivered to him, as true copies of the records of the Court of 
Seffion. 

But the + difference between the contents of thofe papers- and the 
true records of the proceedings of the Court, on the 27th of May 
1 768, was toogrofs to efcape tne notice of a man fo deeply interefted 
therein as the writer. Not trufting, however, to his own memory, 
he fhewedthemto leveral gentlemen of the jury, who all confirmed 
him in his opinion, that they werefalfifed with a view of throwing 
the blame of quaffiing his complaint on the gentlemen of the grand 
jury. Mr. Baber too refilled to give information, on being aiked, 
which of the juftices had pretended to have loft the original proteft 
of the grand jury, or which of them had privately drawn up or dic- 
tated the proceedings as they then ftood recorded, and to which lie 
had been induced to fign his name; unlefs compelled fo to do by 
2 cou rt of judicature. . 

The writer, therefore, found himfelf without any other remedy 
than that of protefting againft the Governor and Council, in tilth 
judicial capacities, forallloftcs and damages that might acciue to 
him from their arbitrary obftru&ion of the due comic of public 
juftice. It being alfo currently reported, that they intended to 
fend him by force a prifoncr to England, in cuftody of Captain 

• Appendix F. Num. XXVI. and XXVII. pages 488 and 4817, alfo parag. XCVll. to 
XCIX. page 526, and par. LXXXI1I. page 553. 

f This difference will fully appear in the proceedings of the Court, as inferred i.i the 
Appendix, Letter F. Num. XXV. and explained in the note, page 485. 

Cha'ui 
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Charles Purvis, on board the ffiip Valentine, then under di (patch, he 
At the lame time protefted againft them, and againft all captains and 
officers military or naval, or other perilous whomfoever, that might, 
di redly or indirectly, be concerned in the feizure, imprisonment, 
or tranfportation of his perfon : and on the 12th of Augujl 1768, 
lie pcrfonally affifted in the ferving of Captain Purvis with an authen- 
ticated copy of that * proteft ; which three days afterwards was offi- 
cially delivered to the board of Council by Mr. John Holme , the 
Notary Public. 

Thus menaced with the fevered punilhment under death, and 
with the lacrifice of fortune and every profpeCt in life, it was of the 
utmoft confcquence to the writer to Obtain authentic copies of the 
proceedings of the Seled Committee, on which they founded his 
lirft fentence of banilhment, of the 1 8th of April 1767; and allb of 
the real proceedings of the Court of Quarter -feffions, of the 27th of- 
May 1768. But there was no profped of obtaining either, except 
by a profecution in the Mayor’s Court of the gentlemen whole 
names were fubferibed to the papers delivered to the writer. With 
this view, therefore, and without any defign of injuring thole gen- 
tlemen, on the 23d of Augujl 1768, he filed, in the Mayor’s Court* 
one bill againft Mr. Charles IVilliam Boughton, Clerk to the Seled 
Committee, and another againft Mr. Edward Baber , Clerk of the 
Peace. 

The complailance which Mr. Baber had (hewn, in fetting his 
hand, officially as Clerk, to the falfified records of a court of juftice, 
had introduced him to the more intimate acquaintance of Governor 
Verelfl ; and upon the report of that gentleman, on the 26th Augujl 
1768, the Governor informed the + board, “ as a farther proof of 
“ the writer’s milconduft, that inftead of duly executing the cove- 
“ nants lent out by the Company, prohibiting any of their fervants 
“ receiving prefents, he did elude their orders ; and inftead of exe- 
“ cuting them himfelf, employed his writer to fign his name for 
“ him, who was alfo one of the fublcribing witnefles to the deed.’’ 

• Appendix F. Num. XXVIII. page 490. 

t See Mr. Vtrelft'i minute of the 26th of Augiifi 1768, Appendix, Letter F. Num. 
XXIX. page 494. Mr, Vcrcljl, in the Appendix to his book, page 209, has dated this 
paper in 1 765. If this was not an error of the prefs, it was artfully calculated to fereen 
the infamy of raking up and mifreprefenting a fimple and innocent tranfaftion of thiee 
ycais before, in order to injure the writer, without ferving his employers, or anfwering 
auy good purpofe whatfoever thereby. 

2 A few. 
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A few clays afterwards Mr. Vereljl repeated this information ; which 
was drawn up in ridiculous form, and on the 5th September 1 "68“ 
laid before the hoard. The colouring in this fecond information was 
greatly heightened, and the moll iimple and harmlels tranladlion, 
which had palled above three years before, while the writer was in 
the fervice of the Company, was therein let in the moll criminal 
light, in order thereon to ground a heavy charge againll him. 
It was not fufficient for the Informer and Prdidcnt of the Council 
to try the fadl, but he proceeded to acquaint the board, that “ the 
“ faid William Bolts , being evilly minded and difpoled, and wick- 
“ cdly and fraudulently intending, contriving, and defigning to de- 
“ ceive, defraud, and impofe “Upon the Company, did, inltead of 
“ ligning and executing the indenture himlelf, Reduce his writer to 
“ counterfeit and fubfenbe his name to it, as if it had been really 
“ and truly ligned and executed by himfelf, he then knowing the 
“ fame to be falfe and fraudulent , whereby he, William Bolts, be- 
“ came guilty of a very high crime and mif demeanour." 

It hath been already lhewn, that the Prclident and Council had de- 
termined to fend the writer a prifoner to England, although he Rill 
continued in his office of one of the Judges of the Mayor’s Court. 
But when this refolution was to be put in execution, they appeared 
afraid of committing fo flagrant a breach of his Majelly’s char- 
ter. Their abfurd application to the Mayor’s Court, of the ill of 
Obloher 1767. to apply for another Alderman, had not produced the 
delired effedi ; and it afterwards appeared, that the writer’s mode of 
executing the covenants, in May or June 1 765, was therefore pitched 
upon, by the profound wildom of the board, as a charge againll him, 
on which they relolved, in September 1768, to ground their removal 
ol him from his office, before they lent him a pi iioner to England. 

He was ferved with a copy of Mr. Vereljl' s charge, and lummoned 
to appear before the board, on the 5th September 1768, to atil'wcr 
thereto ; but without any intimation being given him, that he was 
to be thereby affe&ed in his judicial capacity, as an Aldcimnn. Ho 
was, however, glad to have this opportunity given him, which was 
the firffi and only one he ever had, of being heard in his deli. nee, 
againll the accufations of the Prelideut and Council, although they 
themfelves were both the accufers and the judges. As it was thought 
neceflary to have a military officer fit in judgment on the cafe of !o 
* dangerous an inhabitant , Colonel Smith was alio lummoned on this 

* The charaftcr given of him in Colonel Smith $ own words, alicady quoted. Set 
Appendix E. Nura. VII. page 351. 

bufinefs, 
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bufincfs, which, notwithftanding all the precaution and fecrccy that 
were employed on the important occafion, at lafl terminated in the 
intire difgrace of the Prefident and Council, and the no lefs lhame of 
the Court of Eajl India Direftors. 

Agreeably to the fummons, the writer attended the board on the 
morning of the laid 5th of September, with his defence, ready prepared 
in writing ; when the information of the Prefident was produced, and 
an affidavit of Mr. Edward Baber , which had been likewife prepared 
fome days before, and fvvorn to in private, was alfo read. But as the 
writer did not find Mr. Vereljl there, he infilled, that, unlefshewas 
confronted with his accufer, he would not anfwer any q 11 eft ions that 
Ihould be put to him. He was thereupon defired to retire, and the 
doors were Ihut upon him ; while the board, confiding of Mr. Car- 
tier, Colonel Smith, MelTrs'. Berber, Rujfell, and Ffloyer, held a pri- 
vate confutation among themfelves, during which feveral meHagcs 
were carried, by Mr. Edward Baber, to the Prefident, and his an- 
fwers brought back to the board ; and Mr. John Holme, Regifter of 
the Mayor’s Court, was feveral times called in, and privately con- 
futed. 

Upon feeing this extraordinary procedure of men pretending to 
fit as a court of juliice, the writer lent in a meflage, by Mr. Thomas 
Henchman, requefiing that the doors might be opened, and himfelf 
admitted to be prefent at the proceedings which fo much concerned 
him ; when the board were pleafed to anfwer, as he was informed by 
Mr. Henchman, “ that he Ihould be acquainted with them afterwards.” 

The informer did not appear that morning, nor would the board 
admit of the writer’s reading, or having read to him, fuch proceed* 
ings as had been already recorded : but upon Mr. Vereljl' s then con- 
fenting to appear, they adjourned to the evening, and required the 
writer’s attendance at the fame time. 

In the evening he attended ; and his accufer being then prelcnt, 
he proceeded to read his defence : in the courfeof which he declared 
he had feveral queftions to put to Mr. Prefident Vereljl. The Prefident 
thereupon defired to withdraw, alleging, “ that he knew nothing 
“ farther of the matter than what was contained in the information, 
“ which he had already called upon Mr. Baber to fupport ; that if 
“ Mr. Bdts had any queftions to put to him, and plealed to commit’ 
“ them to writing, he would anfwer them in the moil candid man- 
“ ner in his power ; but that he would not with to be prefent when 
“ Mr. Bolts entered upon his defence, for reafons he would affign, 
“ Ihould the board think proper to call on him.” 

Upon 
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Upon thele fuggeftions, the board indulgently permitted Mr. Fe- 
reljl to depart, notwithftanding the objections carneftly urged tor his 
attendance by the writer; who thereupon refufed to read his de- 
fence, but promifed to tranfmit it to the Court of Ea/i India Directors, 
to whom lie engaged to give the molt honourable fatisfaCl ion : and he 
was thereupon ordered to withdraw, but was not for fome days ac- 
quainted with the refolution which the board had taken upon this 
inquiry. 

There is inferted at large, in the * Appendix, the proceedings of 
the board of the 5th September 1768, on Mr. VerelJW information, 
together with the writer’s f defence, of the fame date, in an add refs 
to the Prefident and Council ; which was delivered in to the board, 
with two J other letters, to be tranfmitted to the Court of Directors. 

The writer therein acknowledged, that he had not perlonally 
figned the covenants, but had directed his || book-keeper to do it for 
him ; that by his authority they were fo figned, witnefled, and 
afterwards perfonally delivered by him, as his own aCt and deed ; that 
to fuppofe the covenants, fo executed, were not binding, betrayed 
the molt confummate ignorance ; but to avoid the imputation of any 
intended deceit, if the board doubted their validity, he offered either 
to acknowledge them afrelh as his own aCt and deed, or to enter into 
any other indemnification that could with juftice be required, for the 
lecurity of the honourable Company. The Governor well knew that 
this plain defence was made on the fpot by the writer, in anlwer to 
his malicious accufation in September 1768, although, with unparal- 
leled affurance, in his publication of December 1772, Mr. Verelfi 
concludes his mifreprefentation of this tranfaClion with thefe words : 
§ “ Yet he (Bolts) now attempts to juftify his conduCt, becauje a 
“ Lawyer has lately corrected his former error , by informing him, 
“ that his fignature, being made with his confent, muff be confi- 
“ dered as his own aCt.” 

It had not been alleged, that the writer had ever infringed thofe 
covenants ; and to Ihew the board that fuch had never been his in- 
tention, he gave them proof, that very foon after the execution of 
his covenants, he had refufed a jagueer of thirty thoufand f rupees 

* See Appendix F. Num. XXX. page 496. 

f Ibid. Num. XXXII. page 50;. 

t Ibid. Num. XXXIII. and XXXIV. pages 510 and 521. 

|| A Portugutfi writer, a native of the country. 

, $ Veret/t'i View, page 35. 

1 3750/. fterling. 

P per 
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per annum , which the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah had freely and with- 
out any folicitation offered him, as a mark of fricndfhip, for feme 
fmall ferviccs received while living at the writer’s houfe at Bandras. 

The proof of this fad is likewile given in the * Appendix, with 
the addrcl's already referred to, which contained the writer’^defence, 
in anfwer to Prefident Vereljl' s charge. In this addfeis lie recrimi- 
nated ftrongly on thecondud of the Governor and Council, particu- 
larly in l'upport of the truth of his former memorial, of the 12th of 
Oil ober 1767; which, as well as the fads aflerted in his addrefs of 
the 5th of September 1 768, he offered fully to prove before the board. 
Put this did not fuit tiic Preiidcnt and Council, no more than the 
furnifhing the writer with copies of the other charges that had been 
privately recorded again ft him on their confultations, for which he 
again folcmnly called upon them without effed. The candid reader, 
who has the patience to perufc the papers here referred to, will make 
indulgent allowances for the great defeds in ftyle of writings drawn 
up haftily, in the mod diftraded and harrafled (late which it was 
pofliblc for a man’s mind to be immerfed in, by the combined efforts, 
of unbounded iniquity and power. He will allb make equal allow- 
ances for the falle ideas which it was natural for a man to entertain 
who had learned more from books than experience, concerning the. 
reality of the liberty, the protedion, and the facility of obtaining 
juftice, with which the fubjed is flattered in theory under a Britijh 
government. 

It was not till the 9th of September 1 768, that the writer dilcovered 
the Prefident and Council were going to remove him from his feat, 
as an Alderman in the Mayor’s Court ; and that the Regiftcr of the 
Court, Mr. John Holme, was, in concert with them, ading an. un- 
derhand and treacherous part, to forward that mealute; having offi- 
cially received a letter for the Court, from the Prefident and Council, 
relative to Inch dilmiflion, which, of his own authority, he, the 
Regiftcr, f had returned to be correded, and rendered more tfiedual. 

On the writer’s complaining to the Court, of this conduct of the 
Rcgifter, a full Court was ordered to ha fymmoned, purpolely to take 
this matter into.conlideration, nnd to determine whether ho fit ou Id not 
he diimifled from his offices, as a fervant of the Court. Put during 
the debates on thefe proceedings of the 9th of .September > th^ Rcgifter 
added to his former crime, by an indecent behaviour, for which he 

* Sec Appendix, page 5 1 9. 

f See a copy of the proceedings of the Mayor’s Court, oa the 9th of September 1768, 
in the Appendix, f\ Num. XXXI. page 504. 
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was ordered to be committed toprifon : and although, at the writer’s 
interceflion, his commitment was remitted, yet his conduit in 
both cafes was of fuch a nature, that it may lately be aflerted he 
would not have efcaped difmiflion, as a fervant of the Court, in a 
limilar (ituation, in any other part of the Jinti/h dominions. 

On the 13th of September 1768, a full Court was aiVemhled ; 
during the interval between which and the la ft Court, the notifica- 
tion from the Prelident and Council, for the difmiflion of the writer 
from his feat as an Alderman, had been made perfect, under date of 
the 5 til of September, and rc-delivcrcd to the Regifter ; on whole 
behalf alfo ftrong applications were made, by Mr. VerelJ} and other 
members of the Council, to the Aldermen. It may be hard to lay 
how far the minds of any gentlemen on the bench might have been 
influenced by fears of being deprived of duftucks or fuch other dou- 
ceurs as had been allowed them by the * Prelident ; or of being tliem- 
felves difmifl'ed from their offices, or fent priloncrs to England. But 
although the Court was called for their determination concerning the 
Regiftcr’s conduit, they poftponed the bufinefs of the day on which 
they were cxprefsly fummoned, to take into previous confuleration 
the letter of the Prelident and Council relative to the removal of the 
writer. 

It appeared, by the proceedings of the Prelident and Council, of 
the cth of September , on Mr. VerelJ)' s information of the writer’s 
not having figned the covenants with his own hand, that upon his 
refilling to make his defence, except in the face of his accufer, 
“ they were of opinion he had by no means acquitted himfclf of the 
“ charge brought agaiuft him ; but, on the contrary, had hi part 
“ acknowledged it. Tliey therefore deemed him an improper pciibn 
“ to be a member of a court of jufticc ; and by virtue of the power 
“ vtfted in them by the royal charter, granted them in the 29th year 
“ of the reign of King George the Second, they accordingly diji/ua/i- 
“ fed him from being any longer an Alderman of the honourable 
“ the Mayor’s Court. 

Their letter to the Court on this occalion was" as follows: 

“ To the honourable the Mayor’s Court of Calcutta. 

“ Gentlemen, 

“ The honourable Prelident and Council having, by virtue of 
“ the royal charter granted in the 26th year of the reign of our So- 
“ vercign Lord George the Second, for reafonable caufe , thought pio- 

* See Mr. VerclJl'i ideas of the propriety of fuch benevolent diflributions. Appendix, 
pages 220 and 221. 
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“ per to remove Mr. IVilliatn Bolts from fitting as an Alderman in 
“ your Court, 1 have it in command from them to acquaint you, 
“ that he is accordingly removed, and his feat vacated. 

1 am, Gentlemen, 

Fort IVilliatn, Your moft obedient humble lervant, 

the $th Sept. 1768. (Signed) EDWARD BABER, Sec.” 

The Court taking the faid letter into confideration were of opi- 
nion, “ that the notification of the Prefident and Council, received 
“ by the Court, was grounded on a power veiled in them by the 
“ charter ; and that by the aforelaid power Mr. IVilliam Bolts mould 
“ Hand difmifled, and that his feat as an Alderman of the Court 
“ fhou Id be vacated accordingly one Alderman alone diffenting 
from this determination, becaule the nature of the complaint againft 
the writer had not been lhewn to the Court, who ought to be the 
judges of their own members ; and becaufe, in his opinion, the Pre- 
fident and Council had no power to difmifs an Alderman, without 
the concurrence of the Mayor’s Court. 

The proceedings of that day, inferred in the * Appendix, arc of 
a curious nature, and will ferve to evince the weight of the argu- 
ments adduced in the firlt part of Confidtrations on India Affairs , for 
the ncccflity of rendering the Mayor’s Courts wholly independent of 
the Prefident and Council ; as they ought to be made at all the other 
fcttlements of the Company in India, where Courts of Juflice are 
Hill lhamefully permitted to fubfill, under the fame terrors and de- 
pendancc as the late Court at Calcutta. 

As the favourite object of the Governor and Council, with refpeft 
to the writer, was now accomplifhed, he had nothing remaining to 
expeft but confequcntial ruin. Great induflry had been exerted to 
inculcate a belief, that he had merited difmiffion from his leaf in the 
Mayor’s Court, by a crime of a very heinous nature : and as there 
was no printing in the fettlemcnt, it was difficult for him to vindi- 
cate his injured chara&er, while he was every inftant expe&ing to 
be feized by a military force. He, however, thought the community 
had a right to be informed of the grounds on which one of their 
magiftrates had been deprived of his office, and was to be feized and 
tranfported beyond fea, like a felon. He, therefore, caufed a paper 
to be lluck up in two or three public places, wherein he advertiled 
for perfons to work a printing-prefs j and in the mean time offered 
to communicate in manufeript feveral matters which it intimately 

* Appendix F. Num. XXXV. page 522. 

concerned 
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concerned every individual to be acquainted with. There was 

nothing in this paper that could give offence to an unprejudiced 
mind; nor Ihould we have troubled the reader with fo trivial a 
circumftance, if it had not been given bv Mr. Verelf in his * book, 
and by that gentleman and the Council in Bengal lent to the Court 
of Directors, as a convincing proof of the + turbulency of the 
writer’s difpofition. It has, therefore, alio a place in our \ Ap- 
pendix. 

The board were fo anxious to execute their refolutions for faz- 
ing and fending the writer a prilbner to Europe, that they would 
not allow him the ulual time of fourteen days, granted by charter 
in the cafe of an Alderman’s amotion, for an appeal to his Majefly 
in Council. On the 13th September 1768, they took into conlide- 
ration his letters of the 5th and 1 2th, when Mr. Vereljl § “ de- 
“ fired it might be recorded, that he folemnly declared every afler- 
“ tion contained in Mr. Bolts' i letter to the Court of Diredors, 
“ which tended to refled on his charader, was infimoufly fcanda- 
“ lous and falfe , and that he Ihould particularly anfwcr Mr. Bolts’ $ 

“ accul'ations, when more at leifure.” They further remarked, 

that it became more particularly incumbent on them to enforce their 
refolution of November 1767, for 1‘eizing the perfon of the writer, 
and forcibly fending him to England ; becaufe, as they alleged, lie 
had obtlinately rclulcd to comply with their repeated orders for that 
purpofe; had perlifted toinfult their authority and government, and 
to fubvert the principles of fubordination ; and had thereby aggra- 
vated every circu mftance of his condud. 

The Prelidcnt likewife informed the board of the doubts, in 
point of legality, which Captain Purvis had expreffed about receiv- 
ing and detaining him on board the lb ip Valentine , and therefore, 
in order to remove every apprehenlion of that kind entertained by 
the Captain, they agreed and rcfolved to give him an indemnifica- 
tion, being, as they laid, convinced of the legality of the meafure , from 
feveral ads of parliament ; and that it would meet with the approba- 
tion of the Court of Diredors. 


* See his Appendix, page no. 

+ Sec the laft paragraph of the poftfcript to their geneul letter /<r Valentine. Ap- 
pendix F. Num. XLVI. page 535. 
t Ibid. Num. XXXVIU. page 52*. 

$ Ibid. Num. XXXVI. page 524. 


On 
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On the 19th September 1768, the final * meeting was held on 
this bufinefs, by the Prefident and Council ; at which Colonel Smith 
entered a minute, in his ufual ftyle, againft the writer’s veracity, 
and particularly in fupport of the independency of the poor Mogul 
Emperor, againft a paragraph contained in the writer’s letter of 
the 5th ; which, as it relates more immediately to the country- 
politics, fhall be taken further notice of in a fubfequent chapter. 
In conlequcncc of the doubts which Captain Charles Purvis had ex- 
prefled concerning the legality of receiving the writer on board the 
Ship Valentine , when lent againft his own confent, the Captain 
was alio callul before them ; and after that bulinefs was adjufted, 
a fccurity + bond for fifty thouliind pounds fterling was given 
him, as an indemnification for conveying the writer a priloner to 
England. 

Under the fame date, the feveral official-orders deemed requifite 
for this bufinefs, were likewife written by direction of the board ; 
one from Mr. Secretary Baber to the writer ; one, figntd by the 
Prefident and Council, to Captain Robert Coxe, the military officer 
who commanded the party deflined to feize the writer ; one to 
Captain Charles Purvis , and one to the marine officers who had 
charge of the Company’s pilot-floops : copies of all which are in- 
lerted in the \ Appendix, together with the very curious argu- 
ments, and fentiments exprefl'ed on thefe tranfaftions by Prefident 
Vereljl , his Seleift Committee and Council, in their letters by the 
Valentine to the Court of Eaji India Directors. 

In the morning of the 23d September Captain Coxc came to the 
writer’s houfe, with a party of twenty- feven armed foldiers; lome 
of whom were placed with their fixed bayonets on the ftair-caie 
and round the houfe, while others were kept in the ftreet, at a fmall 
diftancc. Having produced his authority, he declared, that if the 
writer did not voluntarily repair on board the Valentine, then ready 

• Appendix F. Num. XL. pnge 529. 

t Ibid. Num. XLI, page 531. 

i Sec .Secretary Baber' s order to the writer, Ibid. Num. XLI 1 , page 532. Ditto, 
the board's order to Captain Robert Coxe , ibid. Num. XLUI. page 533. Ditto, to 
Captain Charles Purvis, ibid. Num. XLIV, page 534, Ditto, Secretary Baber's Older 
to the pilots, ibid. Ditto, exirad of a letter from the Prefident and Seleft Committee 
to the Ea/l h'dla Directors, by the Valentine, Dated the 13th September 1 768, ibid. 
Num. XXXVII. page 525. Ditto, extraft from the poftfeript of a letter from the 
Pi dident and Council to the Eaji India Dire&ors. Dated the 21ft September 1768, 
ibid, Num. XLVI. page 535; with an extraft from an additional letter, by the fame 
flip Valentine . Dated the 24th September j 768, ibid. Num. XLVil. page 536. 


for 
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for fea, he (hould compel him by force, agreeably to his orders. 
The writer, who refufed to go, prevailed on the Captain to allow 
him about two hours to put his own and his wife’s cloaths, toge- 
ther with fomc of his books and papers, into chcfts, to be taken 
with them. After this he was permitted to (lay a little longer, in 
order to fign fuch powers of attorney and inftruftions as appeared 
immediately neceflary to fccurc as much as poflible of the featured 
property of hiralclf and his employers; all which was done in the 
moil imperfed and confufed manner, while his houfe was filled 
with aftonilhcd ipedators. The Captain of the party foon growing 
* impatient for his priloner’s departure, at length forced him from 
his inward apartments, and marched him through the ft reefs 
furrounded by lbldiers ; leaving the doors of his houfe open, and his 
papers and eftetls at the mercy of the populace. He was followed by 
nis wife, whole infirm mother had only a momentary glance of her 
as fhe was palling along ; and, by a fpeedy death, became one of 
the firft vidims to fuch illegal and inhuman violence. In this litua- 
tion, he was eleorted on board of one of the Company's fchooners, 
then laying at anchor off the town of Calcutta, and conduded 
down the river to Inye/lee. 

In the afternoon of the 20th of September 1768, he was car- 
ried, by bis military guard, along-lide the Valentine, in order to 
be forced aboard ; whereof he appri/.ed Captain Purvis, by + letter, 
and requefted he would rc lift by force the violence intended, in 
order to free him from fuch illegal bondage, and thereby lave him 
from ruin. But no interpolition rclulting from that letter, lie was 
forced up the lide of the fhip ; Captain Co. te at the lame time de- 
claring, that he delivered him to Captain Purvis as a prifoner, and 
he, in reply, protelling he did not receive him as ’fuch. O11 ob- 
lerving this farce, the. writer demanded one of the boats that then 
lay along-lide, in order to go alhorc; but Captain Purvis refuled 
the (hip’s boat, laying it was again/} pfitive orders ; and Captain 
Cope- {wore, by (>' — n, lie (hould not go in any of the others. I11 
this (filiation was lie carried a prifoner out to fea ; and on the 3d 
of Otiober 1768, the pilot, when leaving the (hip, not only made 
the fame cxcule as Captain Purvis had before done, for not taking 
the prifoner from the (hip, but moreover declared, that he had re- 
ceived exprcls orders not eyen to carry a letter from him a(hore. 

• It Is reprefented, in Mr. Vcreljl ' s book, that the Captain was afraid the writer in- 
tended to procure himfelt to be arrifted for debt. See his Appendix, Nuin. 129. page 211. 

f Appendix F. Num. XLVIII. page 536. 

Thus 
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Thus was a defined victim to the unreftrained avarice and tyran- 
ny of a let of men whofe actions have been perhaps without paral- 
lel on human records, in the bafeft manner, fecretly calumniated ; 
lali'ely accul'ed ; deprived of the protection of the laws of this king- 
dom ; and fentenced to banilhment, without being confronted with 

an acculer. But as if thofc injuries which depreciated him in 

the eyes of his late conftituents, and blalted all his profpeCts in life, 
were not l'ufficient to fatiate their unbounded lull of defpotifm and 
rapine, after being half ruined in his fortune by the fudden impri- 
fonment of his mercantile agents, he was, without a crime, and 
without a hearing, firfl ftripped of an office which he held for life, 
under his Majefty’s royal charter and the fanCtion of parliament ; 
then fudden ly feized by a military force ; torn from his family and 
effieCts ; conducted to clofe confinement ; and, finally, like a felon, 
tranfported from one fide of the globe to the other. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 

Proceedings of the Company’s Ruling Servants in BEN- 
GAL, and of their Directors in ENGLAND, relative to the 
Writer; from the forcible Seizure and Transportation 
of his Perfou to ENGLAND in September 1768, until his final 
Ruin. 

N O fooner was the writer conveyed from Bengal, than Prefi- 
dent Fereljl directed his batteries of perfection again ft the 
folicitor, or attorney, who had the misfortune to a£t for him in 
the Mayor’s Court ; particularly in the charge of his fuits againft 
Mr. Baber and Mr. Boughton. 

Being met, on the nth Oflober 1768, the Mayor’s Court, 
without any motion made by any of the parties, of their own ac- 
cord, complaifantly ordered a full Court to be fummoned, to con- 
fider, whether the bills of complaint, filed in thofc caules, fhould 
be anfwered, pleaded to, demurred to, or difinifled ; although they 
had been regularly admitted and filed on the 23d Augujl 1768. 
By management between the members of the Court and the Re- 
gifter, they were accordingly difinifled in the mod extraordinary 
manner, under the pretence of orders from the writer, as may be 
feen by the copies of the Court-proceedings of the * nth and 14th 
Oblober 1768: and when the copies of the bills were required, at 
a fubfequent period, they were not to be t found in the repofitories 
of the Court. 

Application had been previoufly made to the Court, by Prefident 
Fereljl, againft the attorney, in a letter which was afterwards pojl- 
dated the 8th November 1768, to which we refer j in preference to 
any comment, as an application, by private letter, to a Court of 
Juftice, is the trueft reprefentation that can be given of the politi- 
cal talents of Mr. Fereljl for prefiding over a great commercial com- 
munity. 

In the letter referred to, the Prefident complained of the attor- 
ney, for filing the writer’s bills againft Baber and Boughton ; alleg- 

* Appendix I. Num. I. and Num. II. pages 613 and 614. 
f Ibid. Num. III. 
i Ibid. G. Num, I. page 561. 

Qw 5n g* 
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in" - , “ they were infamous and fcandalous libels, filed with a view 
“ b to afperfe, defame, and injure his chara&er:” and he even re- 
commended to the Court the punifhment of the offending attorney, 
in order “ to prevent others in future from attempts to defame and vi- 

lify iv hat is efeemed mof facred, their neighbour's good name and 
“ reputation." 

The Prefident’s complaint was equally groundlefs and irregular. 
There was nothing in the bills that concerned his character, how- 
ever it might have been nffeded by the event of the fuits, unlefs. 
the barely mentioning of his * Honours name was to be guilty of 
vilifying defamation. But had it been otherwife, it is an efla- 
bliflied principle, that whatever is fet forth, in a mere application 
for remedy, to a proper and competent jurifd't&ion, cannot be im- 
peached as libellous, whether falfe or true. Falfe allegations are 
made at the rifquc of the party ; but no attorney is anfwerable for 
the truth of a declaration, or bill, which he is entrufted by his 
client to file. He is compellable by law to file it ; and if it appear 
afterwards to be groundlefs, or fcandalous, the Court to which it 
is addrefled may punifh the party, not the attorney, by difmifiing 
it with colls. 

The attorney firft gave an houeft and fpirited anfwer to Prefident 
VerelJl' s complaint, under date the ioth + February 1760; but, 
from the very extraordinary perfecutions which he J underwent, 
he foon found himfelf on the brink of ruin. The intimidated at- 
torney, therefore, fuffering himfelf to be cajoled with fair promifes, 
on the part of Mr. Vereljl, withdrew the former, and, on the 31ft 
March 1769, gave in another anfwer, which, though but a private 
letter, was ordered by the Court to be recorded on their proceed- 
ings; and was formally tranfmitted by the Prefident and Council 
to the Court of Directors,, as a § teftimonial, in fupport of the 
Prefident’s “ good name and reputation,” under the hand of the 
writer’s lolicitor ; who,, in return, was at laft ruined || for what he 
had done.. 

The tnnfadions here alluded to, afford fuch a picture of the ftate 
of jullice in Bengal , at that period, as would fcarcely be credited, 
if the fads were not vouched, in our Appendix by incontrovertible 

* The Company’s Governors in India were addrefled under this title. 

t Appendix G. Num. II. pdge 563. 

j Ibid. Num. III. and Num. IV. pages J 68 and 569. 

Ibid. Num. V. page 571. 

I Ibid. Num, VI and Num. VII. pages 574 and 5;;. 

6, autho- 
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authorities. Had we not the evidence before us, it would alio be 
equally difficult to believe, that Meflfs. Cartier , Smith , , Berber, 
Kujfell, and FJioyer , whether as gentlemen or as lawyers, but much 
Id's as judges in a fupreme Court of Jufticc, could have fuffered to 
be tranlmitted to England, for the perulal of his moft Sacred Ma- 
jefty in Council, a paper called a Plea and Anfwer, to the writer’s 
appeal againft themlclvcs, in which they * allotted, upon his mode 
of executing the covenants by deputy, that he had been guilty of 
felony without benefit of clergy , and that they had, thereupon, 
removed him from his feat as Alderman, 

Nor was their candour lefs confpicuous than their fenfe, or 
honefty, on this occafion. They pretended to doubt the writer’s 
right of appeal ; alleged that it ought to have been lodged anti pro- 
lecuted againft Prefident Pereljl , the informer : and although they 
had lent nim away a prifoner before the expiration of the + four- 
teen days allowed by the charter for appealing, they urged, as an 
objedion, his not having perfonally iigned the appeal, and lodged 
it within the fourteen days. But paflion having confounded their 
reafon, they had made themfelves idiots in the mad purfuit of re- 
venge. 

By a fatality attending the writer, he was equally unfortunate 
under the judgment of the Court of Eajl India Diredors, whole 
minds appeared to have been prejudiced againft him by the various 
accufations, minutes, and proceedings, which had been fccrelly 
penned to his prejudice, and tranlmitted to them; for without exa- 
mination into a fingle fiid, they readily coincided with the Prdi- 
dent and Council of Calcutta in all points againft him ; as may be 
particularly fecn by the 8oth paragraph of the Court’s general let- 
ter to Bengal of the i ith November 1768, which was as follows : 

“ Mr. Bolts has been a very unprofitable and unworthy fervant 
“ of the Company’s. His condud has been diftinguifhed by a te- 
“ nacious adherence to thofe pernicious principles relative to the 
“ inland-trade, in which he appears to have been confpicuoully 
“ oppreflive by repeated inftances of dilobedicncc to the orders of 
“ his fuperiors abroad, and above all, the baleft ingratitude to the 

• See an extract of this extraordinary compofitioo in the Appendix F. Num. XLIX. 
page 539. 

t The writer had fat on the bench as an Alderman on the 13th Septemher 176s, 
and on the 23d be was feteed, and lent away by force. 

Qjt - Company, 
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“ Company, under whom he had acquired an ample fortune, In 
“ cxpoling their fecrets to M. Gentil at Sujah al Dowlah's Court, 
“ and to his agents at other Hindofan Courts, which we look 
“ upon in the light of a high crime and mifdemeanour. Under 
“ tliefe circumftances, you are 'warranted in purfuing the moji fpeedy 
“ and ejfetiual meafures for freeing the country of fo dangerous a mem - 
“ her of fociety, and we therefore approve your obliging him to re- 
“ pair to pMrope by the firft opportunity ; which if not already done, 
“ mu ft be carried into execution by the firft ftiip.” 

The reader who confiders this paragraph, and the fads already 
laid before him, will perceive that it contains no grounds for any 
one of the conclufions drawn. But out of refped to the gentlemen 
who (igned the * letter, we will refrain from adding to its ridicule, 
by a comment ; only obferving as to the matters aii'erted, that the 
writer was not an unprofitable fervant ; that his principles and his 
practice', relative to the inland-trade, were fuch as tended greatly to 
the benefit of the country, and of the Company ; that he was never 
guilty of oppreffion, by difobedience to his fiiperiors, or other- 
wife ; that he was not ungrateful towards the Company , and that 
he had never been entrufted with, or expofed their fecrets; nor ever 
kept an agent at any of the Courts alluded to. 

The reader will alfo perceive from its date, that this authority 
from the Court of Diredors, to their Prefident and Council, to do as 
they pleafed with the writer, could not have been received in Ben~ 
gal when they feized and fent him away a prifoner. However, k 
was of fuch a nature as, together with their party-intrigues, in- 
duced that Court to abide by what their fervants bad done, and to 
purfue the blow, however much againft the ioterefts of the pro- 
prietors, or in violation of law and juftice. 

It had been obferved fince the tyrannies began to multiply in 
Bengal, that of the many perfons who had been injured, beyond 
example in the Britijh hiftory, not one had obtained any redrefs i 
nor had any puniftunent or cenfure been inflided on the perpetra- 


* Hen. Crali Boulton, 
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tors of the moft horrid crimes. After the writer’s arrival in England, 
in April 1769, he eagerly inquired into the caufe of this leaning 
paradox. Some informed him that the Company’s affairs had been 
governed for feveral years part by an illiberal and defperate fa&ion, 
urangers to every principle of a juft government ; and whofe only 
rule of right had been to fupport their own friends at all events, 
and to deprefs their rivals, or fuppofed enemies, by every means, 
legal or illegal, without inquiring further into any complaint. 
Others informed him, that the whole of this irregularity had pro- 
ceeded from gentlemen claiming redrefs from tumultuous general 
Courts, without making proper applications to the Court of Direc- 
tors, to whom, in the opinion of the moft difereet members of the 
Company, the confideration of luch matters did properly belong. 

In conformity to this laft-mentioned opinion, and agreeably to 
his own fentiments, which pointed out every kind of deference to 
men in authority that did not fuperfede the equal and manly f'pirit 
with which an ingenuous mind is always prepared to relift oppref- 
fion, on the 19th May 1769, the writer prefented a refpeftful peti- 
tion to the Court of Eaft India Directors. He therein fet forth 
the principal a£te of oppreflion he had fuffered in Bengal , which 
have already been related at large in thel'c fheets ; and from which the 
property belonging to himfelt and his conftituents, to an immenfe 
amount, had been unavoidably left at the mercy of the natives, in 
different parts of India ; moft of which, from the oppreffions he 
had fuffered, he prefumed would never be recovered, without the 
immediate interpofition of the Court. He concluded his petition 
by reprefenting, that he then appeared before the Court claiming 
fuch relief as they might think nis cafe required ; being dcliroua 
and ready to anfwer for any part of his conduct that might ap- 
pear to require juftificatiou : and in particular, humbly requefting to 
be informed, whether the proceedings of their Governor and Coun- 
cil in Bengal towards him were vindicated or condemned by tlie 
honourable Court. 

From the Court of Directors, this petition was referred to the 
Committees of Correfpondence and Law-fuits, where the writer 
attended, by their order, in hopes of being permitted to prove the fc- 
veral allegations therein contained. Infteadof this, he was called in 
to the affembly, and informed, that the Committees could come to no 
decilion upon his petition until they had received the opinion of all the 
Counfel who had been retained for the Company. After which, among 

other 
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other tilings, a part of the paragraph already cited of the nth 
November 1 768, againft the writer, was read to him, as if by way 
of infult, or in derifion of his application ; and when he requeued 
a copy of it, he was informed, that could not be granted without 
an order from the whole Court. 

The joint Committees, at the fame time, expreffed a readinefs 
to fend out fuch orders to Bengal as might tend to fecure the wreck 
of the writer’s fortune, and the property of other pcrfons under his 
management; forgetting, as it appeared, that he complained to 
them as a public magiftrate, in whom the rights of the commu- 
nity had been violated, and the principles of the charter deftroyed ; 
and that no particular injury in point of fortune could bear any 
proportion to thofe confiderations, in the balance of a liberal mind. 

In confequence, however, of what palled with thofe Commit- 
tees, in a letter to the Court of Dire&ors * of the 26th May 1 760, 
the writer fpecified the nature of the outftanding concerns in India 
on which he required their aififtance, and allb formally requefted, 
that the Court would be pleafed to furnilh him with copies of all 
fuch minutes and letters, received from their fervants in Bengal , as 
ftated any particular charge againft him; which he the more hoped 
to obtain, as when Mr. Vanfittart was accufed by a former Court 
of Directors, the General Court of Proprietors ordered that he 
Ihould have copies of all fuch letters as reflected on his conduct. 
The writer, therefore, confidered the compliance with his requeft 
to be no other than an aft of jufticc due to him from a public body, 
whom he had long and faithfully ferved, and who ought not to 
appear as parties againft him ; feeing that from the evidence on 
their table, the Directors well knew the falfity of the charges that 
had been brought againft him, by his enemies, merely on their own 
•bare affertions, and which he had ever Ihcwnhimfelf ready to difprove. 

The + anfwcr of the Court of Direftors to the writer’s letter 
will fufficiently point out where the backwardnefs lay; and the 
candid reader will judge how far the practice of fupporting fecret 
accufations, without permitting the accufed to fee them, and even 
cenfuring the party upon fuch inquifitorial proof without hearing his de- 
fence, is agreeable to the rules of juftice as underftood in this coun- 
try. But although the Court would not permit him to be acquainted 


• Appendix H. Nam. I. page 577. 

\ Ibid. Num. 11. page 578. 
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with what he was accused' of, they were pleafed in their * letter by 
the Lapwing , to fend a general order to their Prefident and Coun- 
cil in Bengal , for giving effectual afliftance to his attornies in faci- 
litating the recovery of his outftanding concerns, and thofc of his 
conftituents. 

In the mean while, the Court of Directors had ordered a ftatc 
of the writer’s cafe to be drawn up by their folicitor, and laid 
before Counfel. As no man can expedl a juft opinion on any cafe 
unlefs it be fairly and fully ftated, the writer propofed to the Com- 
pany’s folicitor to have one drawn up to which all parties might 
fubferibe, as the moft candid and equitable method of proceedings 
in an affair of fucb confequence. This propofal which, if admit- 
ted, might have faved the Company and the writer much trouble,, 
vexation, and expence, was however reje&ed, aud a cafe produced 
in which the mere fuggeftions of his enemies were given as proofs, 
and almoft every faft was wholly mifreprefented. In this cafe, alfo, 
ihe moft material circumftances in the writer’s favour were iuduftri- 
oufly fupprefled ; but particularly his repeated reprefentations of 
the ftatc' of his important mercantile-concerns, and of the time rc- 
quiiite for their effeftual liquidation ; and alio the proceedings of 
the Prefident and Council in September 1768, refpeding the bond 
of indemnity which they had given Captain Purvis, for bringing 
him forcibly a prifoner to England. 

But notwithstanding all the difadvantages of a cafe fo partially 
drawn againft the writer, the prefent Lord Chief Juftice of the 
Common Pleas, then lVilliam de Grey, Efq; the late Right Ho- 
nourable Charles Vorke, appointed Lord Chancellor of England, and 
Charles Sayer , Efq; the Company’s prefent Standing Counfel, to> 
whpm it was fubmitted, were all of opinion, that the proceedings 
againft him “ had not been fuffici truly regular and cautious , and that 
o i n cafe his removal from his corporate-office, as Alderman,. 
u fhould be held illegal, it was probable he would recover, confi- 
“ derable damages, as a perfon feized and lent home without war- 
« rant from the ftatute, and contrary to law as may be more- 
folly feen in the opinions of thofe learned + gentlemen at large. 

The writer was not then in pofl'effion of proofs relative to the 
moft criminal parts of the conduct of the Prefident and Council at 
Calcutta towards him; but he never thelcfs drew up a fhort cafe,. 

* Appendix F. pngc 541. 

•fc Ibid. L Num. Vlll. page 6;z. 

containing 
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containing the principal fadts which were at that time within his 
knowledge, and laid it before learned Counfel, whofe * opinions 
thdreon are likewife inferted in the Appendix, together with their 
anfwers to various + queries fubmitted to their judgment, on a fur- 
ther general cafe. 

Many applications were at different times made by the writer, 
for juftice, to the Court of Directors, as inferted at length in the 
Appendix under the letter H. but they all proved ineffcdtual ; while 
every letter he received from India brought frefh accounts of the 
Ioffes whicli he fuftained in property, in confequence of his fudden 
removal, by force, from Bengal . The natives, in various parts of 
the interior country, refufed to come to any account with the wri- 
ter’s attornies : while feveral of them a died as if they thought, that 
to withhold his property would be a means to obtain favour with the 
Prelidcnt and Council. Many demands in the common courfe of 
bufinefs, which would have been liquidated in India, were fentover 
againft the writer to England , where they could be fubftantiated with 
a heavy intereft againft him ; while his only refource was in India , 
where he could obtain no remedy. In the Britijh fettlements within 
the jurifdidtion of his Majcfty’s charter, the Prefident and Council, 
and therefore their dependent Judges in the Mayor’s Court, were 
hoftile towards him : and out of the jurifdidtion of the charter, the 
laws of the country were every where fubverted, through nominal 
Nabobs, adting under the immediate diredtion of the Prefident and 
Seledt Committee of Calcutta. 

F rom fuch caufes, feeing himfelf deprived of the greateft part of 
his fortune, threatened with a prilon, and menaced with ruinous and 
expenfive law-fuits, the writer firft applied to the J Court of Direc- 
tors, as having become the natural guardians and truftees of that 
property which he had been compelled to abandon within their al- 
fumed government in India ; requefting them to affift him with as 
much money as would fatisfy prefent demands, to be repaid out of 
fuch of his effedts as fhould come to the hands of their fervants there. 
The Diredtors § anfwered, that they did not thiuk themfelves au- 
thorifed to comply with his requeft : i o that he was forced to throw 

• See the opinion of John Glynn, Efq; Appendix I. Nom. IV. page 616, 
of John Dunning, Efq; ibid. Num. V. page 617. 
of Alexander Wtdderburn, Efq; ibid. Num. VI. 

•|- Appendix I. Num. VII. page 619. 

I Ibid. H. Num. X. page 585. 

} Ibid. Num. XI. page 586. 
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himfelf on the mercy of his creditors, who, upon looking into the 
Rate of his affairs in February 1770* found it neceflary to back the 
former application, in * another requeft, that the Court would plcafe 
to fend orders to the Commiflioncrs then appointed over all India, as 
well as to their Prefidcnts and Councils, to give every neceflary and 
proper afliftance to the writer’s agents, for the fee tiring, collcCYmg, 
and remitting to England of his outftanding concerns : in confequencc 
of which application the Directors were pleal'cd to write another 
fhort + paragraph in their general letter to Bengal. 

As loon as advices could be received from the writer’s agents in 
Bengal, of their fuccefs in the realization of his outflanding died s, 
he was informed that the firft orders fent by the Directors to their 
fervants, by the Lapwing , for giving them afliflance in recovering 
and fccuring his property, had proved ineffectual ; and that as the 
Prcfident and Council of Calcutta, on the moft groundless pretences, 
had declined complying with the Directors orders, they had been 
under the neceffity of formally protefting againft them. But as a 
detail of the altercations which palled on this fubjcCt, between the 
fervants of the Company and the attornies of the writer in Bengal, 
would be too burthenfome for this narration, the reader is referred 
to the J proteft in the Appendix, in which arc contained all the let- 
ters that were written upon this occaiion. 

The Court of Directors having been furnifhed with the opinions 
of their learned Counfcl on the writer’s cafe, as already mentioned, 
tranfmitted the fubftance of them, with their own fentiinents 
thereon at large, in their general letter of the 23d March 1770, to 
their Prcfident and Council in Bengal. By this || letter the Directors 
appeared perfectly fenfible, that the whole conduCt of their Prefulent, 
SeleCt Committee, and Council, had been intircly illegal, not only 
with refpeCt to the writer, but likewife towards thole Armenian 
merchants who had aCted as his agents ; two of whom, in the month 
of Augujl 1769, had arrived in England , in queft of juftice. 

Soon afterwards, the writer’s appeal againft the judgment of re- 
moval from his feat, as a Judge in the Mayor’s Court, pronounced 
by the Prelideut and board at Calcutta , was brought to a hearing 

* See a letter from the writer's creditors, dated the 14th February 1770, Appendix 
H. Num. XU. page 5S7. 

+ See the XCVIth paragraph of their letter of the 33d March 1770, Ibid, page 557. 
j See Appendix F. Num. LII. page 541. 
y Ibid. Num. LIII. pages 553 to 558. 
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before his Majefty in Council, when the Court of Directors being 
afhamed to appear in the affair, on behalf of their fervants, his Ma- 
jefty was gracioufly pleafed to reverfe the judgment patted by the 
Prclidcncy of Bengal, and to reftore the appellant to his office. For 
rhe arguments ufed on this extraordinary occafion by the able Coun- 
lel employed on behalf of the appellant, and his Majefty’s royal 
award of reftoration, dated at St. James's , the 15th June 1770, we 
beg leave to refer the reader to the * Appendix. 

The Court of Directors knowing the diftrefled fituation of the 
writer, and that without the afliftance which he had applied for in 
his letter of the 6th February 1770, and which they had refufed, 
he could not proceed to Bengal ; informed him, by a letter of the 
28th + June 1770, that they cxpe&ed he would repair to Calcutta in 
one of their fhips of the enfuing fcafon, in order to refume the func- 
tions of his office. Repeating his reprefentations of diftrefs, the 
writer thereon J requeued the Court would acquiefce in his remain- 
ing in England for two years from the date of his Majefty’s fentence ; 
which they informed || him was not in their power, as it was ex- 
preffed in the charter of juftice, that if any Alderman fhould be ab- 
fent from the town of Calcutta for twelve calendar months, his office 
became vacant. Hereupon the writer prefented an humble § petition 
to the King’s Moft Excellent Majefty in Council, under date the 
21ft July 1770, praying, that in confideration of the circumftances 
of his very hard cafe, therein fet forth, his Majefty would be gra- 
cioufly pleafed to interpofe by his royal prerogative, and grant the 
petitioner leave to remain in England for the (pace of two years from 
the date of his Majefty’s judgment of reverfal aforefaid ; and that the 
perfon who ferved in his office might be permitted to continue fo to 
do, until the petitioner could arrive in Calcutta to refume the func- 
tions thereof : which petition was referred, by the Right Honour- 
able the Lords of the Committee of Council, for the confideration 
and report of Mr. Attorney and Mr. Solicitor General. 

In a letter of the f 9th Juguft 1770, the writer acquainted the 
Court of Directors of the ineffeftuality of all the applications for af- 

* Appendix I. Num. IX. and Nom. X. pages 625 and 626. See alfo the proceedingi 
of the Mayor’s Court of Calcutta, the 2id March and 3d April 1771,, in confer ence of 
this judgment, Ibid. Num. XII. page 630. 
f Ibid. Letter H. Num. XIII. page 387. 
j Ibid. Num. XIV. page 588, 

| Ibid. Num. XV. page 389. 
j Ibid. Letter I. Num. XI. page 627. 

5 Ibid. Letter H. Num. XVI. page 389, 
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fiftance which had been made to the Prefident and Council, by his 
attomies in Bengal , in confequence of the Court’s orders by the Lap- 
wing. He therein alfo informed the Court of the great lofl'es he was 
likely to fuftain by fuch difobedience ; offered to give them every 
fati$faftion that could be required concerning the propriety and lega- 
lity of his commercial engagements ; and requefted luch farther or- 
ders to their Supervifors and Prefidcnts and Councils, as might, 
without a poflibility of evafion, cffeftually fecure the recovery of 
his juft debts outftandingT the Directors referving to themfelves the 
determination of any diiputes on the points of legality. 

But the Court of Directors were as regardlefs of this reprelenta- 
tion of the writer’s wrongs as they before had been of the many 
others which he had prefented to them. All-powerful as they 
thought themfelves, they paid no attention to his prayers for juftice, 
nor ever offered the moft trifling reparation for the numbcrlefs inju- 
ries which he had fuffered. They pofl’efled the judicious opinions of 
their own eminent Lawyers, to which they themfelves had alfo 
fubferibed, that the proceedings of their governing-fervants in Bengal 
againft the writer were illegal ; which illegality was put farther be- 
yond a doubt by the decree of his Majefty in Council. But they knew 
that whatever might be the event, the never-jailing treafury of the 
Company would fecure them from all Ioffes in their official capaci- 
ties. They well forefaw, that the inveftigation before the public, 
or in courts of juftice, of matters of fuch magnitude as were involved 
in the writer’s cafe, could not fail of injuring, if not ruining, the 
Company ; — but the carrying of a few favourite points in a party, and 
the fecuring of their annual cleft tons, were objefts to be contidered 
far in preference to the interefts of the Proprietors ; who appeared to 
have been long reconciled to be the dupes of liajl India politics. 

The Court of Dircftors, therefore, would never candidly declare 
whether they vindicated or condemned the conduft of their fervants 
towards the writer ; who, after being kept, in the moft humili- 
ating manner, under hopes of redrefs, for feventeen months, was 
at laft forced to * commence profecutions at law; not merely to 
obtain damages for illegal fuffCrings, but in faft to regain pofleffion 
of a fortune lawfully acquired bv his own induftry, from which lie 
had been firft forcibly torn, and then illegally withheld : while Pre- 
fident Vereljl , in the eleftion of /. Ipril 1771, was rewarded, for his 
great and meritorious ferviccs, with a feat in the Dircftion. 

* The writer commenced his profecutions agaioft the Company and their fervants in 


September 1770. 
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In confequence of the fecond order given by the Court of Directors, 
the writer’s attornies in Bengal renewed their * applications to the 
Prcfident and Council for their afliftance in fecuring his property and 
concerns outftanding ; but thofe applications, like the former, were 
without effeCt. The board perfifted in their frefufal of afliftance, under 
the lame pretences as before, which reduced the writer’s attornies to 
the neceflity of fervirig them with another proteft under date the 13th 
December 1770, while the recovery of a great part of his property 
was thereby rendered totally defpernte. 

His Majefty’s Attorney and Solicitor General, on the 1 6th May 
1771, having J reported upon the writer’s petition of the 2rft July 
1770, that they were humbly of opinion, his Majefty could not le- 
gally comply with the petitioner’s requeft for leave of ablence from 
his office in the Mayor’s Court of Calcutta ; the writer determined on 
returning to Bengal , and accordingly || applied to the Court of Di- 
rectors for a paflage in one of the Company’s ftiips. 

The Directors, who knew perfectly well that no other than mer- 
chants ever had or could have filled the offices of Mayor and Alder- 
men at Calcutta , and that the whole of the emoluments received by 
an Alderman did not exceed twenty-five pounds fterling per annum , 
agreed to give directions for his paflage to India on board the fhip Bri- 
tannia ; but at the fame time informed him, that although he re- 
turned to relume the functions of his office, he would not be § allowed 
to trade there , “ as, in the opinions of the ableft Lawyers, fuch office 
“ carried with it no authority whatfoever to trade, but, on the con- 
“ trary, was exprefsly repugnant to fcveral aCts of Parliament for 
“ confirming to the Eaft India Company their exclufive right to trade . 

This was a new doCtrinc, which had never been ftarted before ; 
nor at this time would have been thought of, if it had not been 
lok ly for the purpole of diftrefling an injured man, made obnoxious 
by the guilt of others : for the Directors argued, acutely, that he 
could not refidc in India , if they debarred him from the means of 
lupporting himfelf. They likewife, without doubt, thought this 
was the belt method of defeating the juftice of their Sovereign in 
Council, by rendering his folcmn decree from the throne ineffectual 
and impotent ; as a reftoration to office could not but prove fruitlefs, 

• See Appendix F. Nam. LIV. page 558. 

+ Ibid. Num. LV. page 559. 

:f Ibid. Letter I. Num. XIII. page 632. 

U Ibid H. Num. XIX. page 592. 

\ Ibid. Num. XX. page 593. 
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if the means of fubfifting in it were taken away. In his * anfwcr to 
the letter from the Diredors, the writer therefore expoffulatcd with 
them freely upon the injuftice of their condud towards him ; and 
requeued to be informed, if they pleafed to allow him any, and 
what fum for his paflage and expences to Bengal : but he was never 
favoured with an anfwcr. . 

In the mean time, the preparations he was making for his voyage 
to Bengal alarmed his creditors, who refufed to let him depart with, 
out fim fatisiying them for their relpedive demands on him. Seve- 
ral fuits and adions were in confequence commenced againfl him : 
and while he was under an arreft in cullody of the Sheriff’s officers, 
he again applied, by + letter, to the Court of Diredors, requeuing 
they would plcale to procure bail to the writ upon which he was 
confined, and alio for fuch other fums as might appear againfl him. 
As he had been expofed to thefe hardffiips in confequence of the 
outrages pradifed on him in India, by the lervants of tuc Company, 
fupported by the fubfequent orders and proceedings of the Court of 
Diredors* he thought he had a reafonable claim upon them to com- 
ply with this requeft, and more efpccially as tire Company, in their 
charader of Nabob of Bengal, were already become polfeHcd of a 
confiderable part of his property. But no application from him 
could induce the Court of Directors to give him any fatisfadion, as 
the reader will perceive from the many other letters which palled on 
different occafions : copies of all which are inferted in the Appendix 
under the letter H. 

On the contrary, although confcious that the writer had been ille- 
gally removed from his office of Alderman ; that he had been brought 
away by force from Calcutta ; and that he was, in died, under a pJiy- 
fical impoflihility of returning, the Court of Dire dors informed him, 
by l letter of the 31ft Augujl 1771, that, as his (aid office was become 
vacant by his abfence , they had tranfmitted orders to their Governor 
and Council in Bengal forthwith to proceed to till up the vacancy in 
his place and (lead. It was l'carcc pofiible for an injured and inlbltcd 
man to bear fuch repeated ads ofinjuftice with more temper than the 
writer did; but be could not wholly reffrain his indignation on this 
occafion. The anfwcr which he wrote to this letter from the 1)L- 
redors having given great offence, that the reader may juelge of his. 
demerits in this matter, without the trouble of a reference, we here 
fubmit the whole letter to his perufal. 

# See Appendix H. Num. XXI. page 594. 

f Ibid. Num. XXII. page 596. 

X Ibid. Num, XXVII, page too. 
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“ To Peter Mkhtll , Efq; Secretary to the Honourable the Court of 
“ Directors for Affairs of the Honourable the United Company 
“ of Merchants of England trading to the Eajl Indies. 

“SIR, 

“ I have received your letter, dated the 31 iiAugujl, written by 
“ order of the Court of Directors of the Eafl India Company, ac- 
“ quainting me that they had, on that day, tranfmitted to Bengal 
“ their orders to their Governor and Council forthwith to proceed 
“ to the choice of another Alderman of the Mayor's Court, in my 
“ place; which ftation the Court of Directors, upon the opinion of 
“ eminent Counfel, prefume to be vacant. 

“ By this atftion the Public will undoubtedly perceive the great 
“ obligation they owe to the Court of Direftors, for the official at- 
“ tention they give to the complete adminiftration ofjuftice in their 
“ fettlements abroad, where they will not allow of one vacancy un- 
“ der a phyfical impoffibility, while there are two at their own 
“ * board, of which they take no notice. 

“ They will likewifefee the dignity of the Court, in acquainting 
“ me with their refolution after the packet which carried it had been 
“ difpatched ; nor can they have any doubt of the propriety of their 
“ conduct, when fortified by the. opinion of fuch eminent Counfel, 

“ who are above any mean fubterfuge, and whom all the money 
“ which has been plundered from the Eajl India Company and the 
“ miferable inhabitants of Hindojlan , and all the boroughs which 
“ have been bought thereby, would not tempt to utter a fyllablc 
“ contrary to law and juftice. 

“ This will further remove the general reproaches that are daily 
“ uttered againft the Court of Directors, and particularly this, that 
“ the whole of their conduft, for feven years back, has been one 
“ uniform fyftem of oppreffing the innocent by every ignoble exer- 
“ tion of authority, and protecting the guilty by every artifice of 
“ power. And therefore, feeing they are daily proceeding in fuch 
“ a meritorious fyftem of reformation as might almoft fave the Com- 
“ pany, if it were on the brink of bankruptcy, it is to be hoped that 
“ no daring fpirit will prefume to call the legality of any aft, under 
“ their prefent fituation, in queftion, merely becaufe they confift 

• There were two feats in the Direftion then vacant by the deaths of Mr. Cruttenden 
aad Mr. Rous. 
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“ of only twenty-two members, when that number can be proved, 
“ by eminent Counfel, to be fuperior to twenty-four ; much lefs 
“ to difpute the very principle of what they may perform from fuch 
“ fair and upright intentions. 

“ Neverthelefs, under all thofe prejudices on behalf of fo wife, fo 
“ honourable, and fo impartial a board, I am allured, by peribns who 
“ pretend to be equally eminent in the Law, that the Court of Di- 
“ re&ors and their Counfel will have as little to fay in favour of this 
“ proceeding, when incomes to be difculTed, as the eloquent Mr. 
“ Sayer, and the ingenious Mr. Nuthall, after all the money they 
“ had received, haa to offer in favour of their former Governor, and 
“ prefent affociate, Mr. Fereljl, for removing me from my judicial 
“ office at firft. 

“ 1 freely acknowledge, that William Bolts , perfected, impri- 
“ foiled, banifhed, transported, and plundered, in the decay of the 
“ Englijb conftitution, is a very unequal match for the Directors of 
“ the Eajl India Company, ftimulnted by an army of Nabobs, rob- 
“ bers, and tyrants, whofe riches are capable of even lhaking the 
“ Senate, and much more of calling forth the cunning contrivance 
“ of a venal'profeffion. At the fame time I am Hill hardy enough 
“ to believe 1 lhall obtain the victory at laft, notwithftanding the 
“ dreams and fpells of * Ifmeno ; from this old proverb, which I 
4f learned in my youth, “ that truth and innocence, with proper 
“ fortitude, will in the end prevail againft a holt of foes.” 

I am, SIR, 

Inglefeld Green y Your moft obedient fervanr, 

the ith September 1771. (Signed) WILLIAM BOLTS.” 

About this time a moft vexatious profecution was alfo commenced 
againft the writer, by an information filed againft him in the Ex- 
chequer, by his Majefty’s Attorney General, at the relation of the 
Eajl India Company. 

To give the candid reader a clear idea of the origin of the tranfhCtion 
on which this profecution was grounded, it may be neceflary to in- 
form him, that after afluming the fovereignty of Bengal, difguifed by 
the office of Dewannee, pretended to be held of Shah Allum, the Grand 
Mogul, under their tool of a Mock- Nabob, in 1765, the Prcfidcnt and 
Secret Committee of Calcutta had fo railed the expectations of the 
Eajl India Directors, that they foon began to entertain the moft ex- 

• Alluding to a charter la Tajfo't Jerufalcm. 
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travagant ideas of ceafilefs floods of wealth Areaming into the Oom- 
pany\ tivafurv from the inexhauftible iources of that country. In 
eonliqucncc of Inch ideas, the Diredors, in May 1766, positively 
* prohibited their Prefident and Council from drawing bills on them 
for any turns paid by individuals into their cafh at Calcutta ; and in 
Ja.nnaiy 1768, they ordered the remittance home of five + hundred 
thouland pounds fterling, in fpecie. The Company’s cafll was the 
ufual channel whereby perfons dependent on them were permitted 
to remit their property to Europe \ and indeed, at the timedeicribed, 
it was the oidy method in their power, as diamonds could not be 
pronued in Bengal ; the Prefident and Council, as hath already been 
fhewn, having publicly prohibited, under levere penalties, and re* 
l'ervcd to thcmfclvcs all intercourfe with the adjacent provinces, in 
which only they were obtainable to advantage. 

When the writer was fei/ed, n\ September 1768, almoft the whole 
of his fortune, befides confiderablc property belonging to other per- 
lonsthen under his care, was in the power of the Company and 
their (ervants in India. Without any means in his power for fecur- 
ing thofe effeds from which he had been thus torn by violence, they 
were of courfc left in imminent peril from the guilt of his opprel- 
lors ; who could not but forefec that their own future fafety muft 
greatly depend on his immediate and effedual ruin. In this Aate of 
things, (bon after his forcible expulfion from Bengal, a foreigner un- 
dertook to colled various effeds belonging to the writer, and (hip 
them, on freight, in a Portuguefe (hip bound to Lijbon ; which he 
accordingly afterwards effeded. 

This was the tranfadion on which was grounded the information 
in the Exchequer, requiring an account from the writer of fuch 
pretended-unlawful trade, with the forfeiture thereon of thirty per 
cent, to be paid to the Company, Mr. Attorney General waving all 
other penalties and forfeitures. But this extraordinary profecution was 
carried ftill farther ; for, on the new-broached dodrinc, of extending, 
their exclufive right of trading to and from India , to the ridicu- 
lous claim of right to all trade in India , the honourable Diredors, on , 
behalf of the Company, confcieuiioujiy demanded the whole profits of. 
the writer’s hiduAry, acquired by trade of any fort, in Bengal, from 
the day on which he refigned the Company’s commercial lervice, in 
November 1766, until his final imprilonment and tranfportation : of 

* See Appendix A. Num. XVIII. page m. 

t Ibid. Num. XXXIV. page 172. 
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which profits the Attorney General’s information alfo demanded an 
account on oath. 

It was not repugnant to the honour or dignity of the Court of 
Eafl India Directors to fix upon the writer, whom they had already 
almoft ruined, as the man on whom.to make this new fpecies of de- 
mand *, nor to feleft him for this truly inquifitorial profecution, from 
among a great number of other perrons, rcfidents under Briiljh pro- 
tection in India , who they knew had been reduced to the fame nc- 
ceffity of remitting their eftates from thence through other nations, 
without the arguments in their favour, which the writer pofl’cfi'cd 
on this tranfaftion, as'being the aft of others, after he had been for- 
cibly torn from his property, and fent out of the country : nor was 
k deemed flifoonou rabid by thofe gentlemen then in the Direction 
(1771) who had themfelves been actually guilty of illicit traffic be- 
tween India and Europe , without any plea of neeeffity, but merely 
for the gratification of their love of wealth, 

In hopes of (juafhing an expenfive profecution of fo frivolous, par- 
tial, aha Vexatious a nature, the writer, whofe father was ^German, 
and himfelf not a natural- born fubjeCt of his Majefty, pleaded his 
alienage in bar to the difeovery and relief fought. In the fituatiou 
deferibed, he did not think it dilhonourable to avail himfelf of any 
plea which accident had thrown in his way, which the law allowed 
of, and which many gentlemen of the greateft eminence for their 
knowledge in the law of Great Britain ftill think a good one ; but 
particularly with refpeft to the Eafl India Company, whofe protec- 
tion, as the reader has feen, had been formally withdrawn from him, 
and whofe DireCtors and other luperior fervants had exerted every 
aft of injuftice and oppfeffion to effeft his ruiij both in fortune and 
reputation. 

But when this plea was argued before the Honourable Barons of 
* his Majefty’s Court of Exchequer, they were pleafed to order that it 
(hould be over-ruled ; and from that judgment the writer appealed to 
the Right Honourable the Houle of Lords, before whom it came 
on to -be heard in May 1773. It was there alleged by the relpon- 
dents, that “ if thofe who have been in the fervice of the Company, 
** being aliens, might" lawfully carry Eafl India commodities from 
“ the Company’s lettlements to the ports of foreign kingdoms, it 
“ would virtually put an end to the charter of the Eafl India Com- 
pany, and all the afts of Parliament made for fecuring that trade 
“ to Great Britain — But it was not confulered, if the Eng I if > Eafl 
India Company might lawfully fcize any fubjeft within the Britijh 

S lettlements 
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fettlements in India fend him a prifoner to England, whenete* 
they thought it convenient t — put a flop to all remittances, through, 
themlefves, of private property from India and at the fame time 
by worie than Star-chamber-informations in his MaJeftyV Court oF 
Exchequer, profecute for, and recover as forfeited to themfelves in 
the characters of lubje&s and merchants, all property which fuch. 
perfon might receive from India in any other channel, while they 
afted as rkfpotic fovereigns in that country that in foth cafe the 
Company would virtually become the pofteifcrsof all the property of 
fuch fubji.ft. 

Nevertheless, fuch were the confluences ttnfche writer of what he 
had already fullered,, with refpeft toa great part, of the property ffotifc 
which he had been torn .in India, while the Directors for tfheCom- 
pany were attempting, by tbfir Exchequer- infortnatioh, to difturb- 
his pofleflion of luch part thereof as .his foreign $gctnt had tefeued 
from their power, and brought to Lifbon, for the benefit of his ere-, 
ditors. Under fuch unconfhtutional privileges and powers as thofe 
which the Company are hereby contending for, moft of the Britijk 
fubje&s in India will foon find it for their interefi^ as well as per* 
fonal fafety, to renounce their country, and give up the name of 
Englifimen., to feels protection among foreign Europeans, ot the inde- 
pendent princes in Jfk : which may fooa efieft, the diflolution of 
tiie Rritijh trade and empire in India. 

It was alfo urged in the writer’s behalf, befose. the Lords, M that 
u legiance being reciprocum Mgat/ten, if protefUon were withdrawn, 
“ from an inhabitant, and h# forcibly banifbed, the duty of legiance 
u ccafed that therefore fhe> appellant wa6 releafed from the tem- . 
u porary allegiance which he owed to. the crown of Great Britain,. 
“ when deprived of protection, and forcibly brought a prifoner upon 
M the high feas, Farther, that as the aft of the 7th of Gtirgt the 
“ Fir ft, which enables the* eefpondeuts to recover thirty per cent., of 
M tiie value in England of ail jgoods which are the lubjefl of the trade' 1 
“ therein prohibited,, was ftatute highly penal* it ought to be con- 
“ ftrued ftriftly 3— that in fuch cafe, being confined to hi&Majefty’s, 

“ natwal-forn fubjc&s, it could not be extended fo as to comprehend 1 
M the appellant, who, although an- alien, yet being a proteftant, ' 
“ and the fubjeff of a flats at amity with Great Britain,, was ap 
**. Alderman of CtikutU > agreeably to the; chaster i. and who, 

**, at the time when his cfte&s were embarked in India by a foreign’ 
u agent, was not rdkient in any part of his. Majcfty’s dominions, 
not had, any connexions with, the rcigondents.” 

Rot 
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infifftcdow b#h»lf of the refpondvuPs, “ that flw ap- 
'“ pellant’Splfta'vras-diffeHiv© iit pointJ of forrmllty.’’--*Mr. Attorney' 
General 1 ftkl, u it dldnot contain a 1 legal averment who his parent* 
“ were, Itwoniy a; declaration, as he believed, which would not do.” 
And Mi. Skinner, ltkewHe of counfel for the refpondents, faid, “ it 
“ wasroot ftiffitiont to-deolaTe the appetfertt’ was born out of the alle- 
<l gianoe'Of ht3 Majvfty, hut the place* of his birth ihould have been 
“ prcofdy mentioned/’ 

It would he difficult to reconcile fuch language to the under- * 
Handing of a plain and unlettered man, unacquainted with law, and 
the nice dffiln&iotTa fubfiHing between the formality of a fpecial plea 
imd'comrtion ftnltv Buethoft fcgvrf objoftions to the plea, which win 
afhnally lb defectively worded, could not be fWmounted 5 and the 
Right Honourable theHfeufe of' Lords Were pUaled, without a de*' 
hate, to confirm' the judgment given by the Honourable Barons, 
whereby the appellant was referred’ back to the Court of Exchequer, 
for the decifion of his caufe, upon it's- merits 

During the courfe of. tlveie ttanfa&ions in England, rlw ftibtcr- ' 
fuges or the ■ President' and 1 Council in Bengal, not improbably* 
prompted by fome of the Directors at home, had tendered lt'neccb- 
(ary to thewriter’S creditors, for the fecurity of their property, to 
renew their applications for afliftance in collecting in his effeHs in 
India, and remitting them to Europe, But the Court of Directors 
now' not only excufcd but even commended their Prcfident and 
Council for their disobedience of their former orders. The grand 
balls oiv which they founded their quibbles was, that the debt6 out* 
Handing in India had arifen on an illegal trade ; and the various 
grounds they took to prove this pretended illegality were, that they 
had beeiv contracted in the falt-trade; or in trade carried on by the 
writer after he had refigned the Company’s lervice ; or without li* 
ccnce ; or -after repeated prohibitions to the contrary.— In vain had 
the writer’s attormes in Bengal undertaken to prove before, the Prefi* 
dent and Council, that his outftanding debts were not in fuch predi- 
caments, and in vain did his creditors undertake to prove before thy 
DiteHors in London, that there was no foundation for any of thole 
iuppolitrons. The Honourable Court of Directors then urged, that 
a iilit was depending in his Majefiy’s Court of Exchequer, wherein 
one of the great points tor deciiion was, the power allumed by the 
writer, of trading after having quitted the Company’s lervice, and 
after receiving orders from their Prcfident and. Council to detill from 
t.ra,d£. But Hill taking for granted tiiat he had lb traded, and that 

£ a fuch 
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fuch trade was illegal, they begged leave to afk, “ whether it would 
“ not be. a downright folecifm in practice to profecute a man for the 
“ recovery of penalties incurred by an unlawful trade, and at the 
“ fame time to be aiding and affifting to him in the recovery of debts 
“ contracted in fuch trade ?** And they concluded their difcuffion 
of the point, by offering to give pofitive orders to their Prefident 
and Council at Calcutta. , that “ their utmojl efforts fhould be ufed to ob- 
“ tain the recovery of fuch debts and demands as that Prejdtncy fhould 
“ not be pojfejfed of full evidence to Jhenu the illegality of." 

The candid reader may fee in the * Appendix, at. length, all the 
letters which palled on this occalion. It was to no purpqfe to argue 
with men armed with unlimited pojver, and hoftile towards, realon 
and con vision. The writer faw himfolf effectually debarred from 
recovering his property in the interior parts of Bengal, where the 
Directors and their fervants, aCting for a fociety of merchants, with- 
out openly avowing it, had taken upon themfelves the fovereignty 
of the country, fubverted the ancient laws and cuftoms, and under 
the cloaks of pretended Nabobs, directed by their Refident at the 
Durbar , and their Chiefs at Subordinates, trampled without con- 
troul on juftice and the rights of mankind. 

We will no longer trefpafs on the patience of the indulgent reader 
by a minute detail of the farther circumftances of' this cafe. Suffice . 
it to fay, that after combajting every fpecies of injuftice, chicanery, 
and villainy, both in India and in England , for upwards of feven 
years, Tingle and unfupporjed, although intitled to a fortune of up- 
wards of ninety thouland pounds , fteniog, when forced away from 
Bengal , the writer faw himlelf frequently arrefted and imprifoned for . 
debt, his houfc3 fequeftred, his efreCts leixed and publicly fold by 
writs of execution : and under all the horrors of fuch circumftances 
to himfelf and family, he was at laft, in Oftober 1 773, reduced to 
the neceffity of becoming a bankrupt, without the guilt of any ex- 
travagance or mif'conduCt, but without hope of any kind of juftice 
to himfelf. Can he then be thought to owe the leaft forbearance to 
his opprefl'ors ? And has he not juft caufe to lament, that there is- 
no coercive power in this kingdom adequate to the puniftment of the 
perpetrators of luch crimes as are without parallel; and whofe fecu- 
lity therein has been owing to fuch deceptions and concealments a 4 
fhould be deemed no other tnan constitutional treasons i 

* Appendix H- p#ge* 601 to 6ia» 
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CHAP. VI. 

AN ACCOUNT of the Armenians in BENGAL, particularly 
of the Oppressions fuffered in the Year 1768, from the Su- 
perior Servants of the EAST INDIA COMPANY, by 
GregoreCojamaul, Johannes Padre Rafael, and others; 
and of their Succefs in purfuit of Juftice. 

T HE interior regions and maritime coafts of Hindofian had 
afforded flicker and emolument to peaceable merchants, from 
all Afa and oriental Africa, for many ages before weffcrn intruders 
difturbed their repofe. Defencelefs againft the military arts and 
naval armaments of Europeans, the Indian coafts, therefore, opened, 
upon the firft adventurers, profpe&s equally extenfive for trade or 
plunder. But although the latter was, for fome time, in a great 
meafure, reftrained by the eftablilhmcnt of thofe national Eqft India 
Companies in Europe, which, under many, viciffitudes, have fub- 
ft fled to the prefenf times, with their relpc&ive rights of trading 
round the Cape of Good Hope ; yet the fuccefs of thofe Companies, 
in the degrees they have departed from their commercial lyftems, 
feems only to have proportionally converted their right of exclulively 
trading with, to that of exdufivcly opprefling or plundeiing the 
natives of Afa. 

Among the many nations that partook of the trade in India, the 
Armenians were not the leaft conlpicuous. From the earlieft period 
of the hiftory of that country they were the principal traders from 
and to the gulphs of IP erf a and Arabia ; by which la£l track, in 
particular, the eaftern commodities were traniported to Egypt, 'Turkey, 
and the coafts of the Mediterranean fea. 

The extenfiveuefs of this trade was loon found to be obftrudive 
of the views of the adventurers newly come round the Cape of Good 
Hope. But what the Porttiguefe attempted by open violence, at the 
mouths of the two gulphs, the Enghjk Eaf India Company accom- 
plifhcd by ftratagem. 

In the year 1688, a treaty or agreement was concluded by the 
old Eajl India Company with Cogee Phanoos CaUndar, an Armenian 
merchant of eminency, on behalf of the Armenian nation ; cnlcu- 
, 2 latcd 
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latcd to divert their trade from its old channels, into the new otie 
found the Cape. To this * treaty the Armenians were allured by 
ipecious profpe&s of great benefits. They were refpe&ively to have,, 
then and at all times the renter* an erpialjffiare of all advantages 
granted by the Company to any of their own adventurers or other 
Englifi merchant? whomfocycr, with refpeft ta trade,. or f ptlKwif^, 
withim t$e linens, of the Cjjmjpfmy’s charter Great privileges, were 
likewi'fe 41mved l,hem, fpr’c9Aveying tliielt; peripns or merchandize 
to dr from Enrope ’hi tjie Company’s Ihips, They were, , moreover 
finely to refide in all the Company’s towns or garriions ; whpjre 
they were declared to bfc capable of holding all civil offices and 
■employments, equally with the natives of England. They;, were., 
allotted too, the free exercife of their religion ; alid whenever forty,' 
ci more of them, hecame. inhabitants of any of the Company*^ 
towns or garrifons, they were to have ground, given to them far 
church, to be firft; built at the expeiKe of the Company ; who fur- 
ther ffipulated, that they .would not continue in their fervice any 
Governor who ffiould in any way difturbmr difcountenance then* 
in the foil dnjoyment of their trade and privileges. 

'Qf fuch cdhftqueivce "were the Armenians thought in India, and: 
411 particular, by the Engli/h EaJ India Company, no longer thaq 
eighty- fii years ago. Unaer this treaty great numbers retorted to 
tW Company’s fettlements; where they ertabliffied themfelves, 
traced, and hid churches built. Being the beft merchants in AJia , . 
they principally contributed to the increafe of trade and population 
in the fefpefhve fettlements where they redded.- They were of 
the greatest fervice to the Company’s agents and favors, as well 
in the difpofal of 1 their outward, as in the provition of their home- 
ward-bound-cargoes : and it was to an Armenian the Company were 
moft particularly indebted, in the year 1717. for the acquilition of 
the grand Firmauns of the Emperor F-urruihfeer, for Bengal , Md- 
drafs, and Surat. This may be clearly feen, as well from the Fir- 
mauns themfelves, as from the orders of the Grand Vizier, and by 
the letters from the Armenian merchant, Cogee Serhaud, one of the 
deputies then at Dehly, + to the Company’s Prefident and Council 

at Fort IVilliam. • ‘ 

The reader need not be here further informed, that the privi- 
leges granted by the Emperor in tliofe Firmauns, in prejudice of 

• See a copy of this treaty in the Appendix, A. Non. I. 

t See Jouafo* of (he Hcmfe of Commons, roll KXX11I. pnge* Sjo to 

1 6 111 * 
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tiis'owh native fafeje&s, laid the foundation of alt' tffe Company’s 
fetureptofperity, as a Commercial body j attd tbit what Was origi- 
nally 'a gracious indulgence fdr trading duty-free, in the dominions 
of the Great Mogul and his dependent Nabobs, afterwards fur- 
niftied the means to the Company and their lervarfta, firft of lecur- 
ing the independency of iuch Nabobs agaiiift their Sovereign, and,, 
m the end, of difponeflrng evdn them Ot their dominions. 

_ The Company^ trade aiid power, hdwever, were rib fobner efta- 
W hired on a prdfpetous footing, than the Armenians, Who had prin- 
cipally contributed thereto, werfe thfe fitft that were mldfe to feel a 
reVeffe of fortune. Such impediments were throivn in rhe way bf 
their inland-trade and external tdriiftibrcfe, at the three principal 
fettlements of the Company, but particularly iu their, trade to 
Mckha, Jiiidk, and Bnfirtik, that they Weft hi n manner precluded 
therefronvaltbgether ; urttefe they chofe tb fubmit to the groflefb 
impofitkms, in fending their goods for tliofe markets on the private 
trading fttipe equipped by the ferVaifts of the Company ; as hath . 
been more fully rhadfe appear hi * tlife firft patt of this work. . 

Hot. the oppreffioas which the Abfit'ewa'rls met with Were hot 
merely confined to trade. In latte* ’.tiiWes, , cyety ayeriue fo juftice 
was fhut again ft them in BVttgal. During the government of Lord 
Clr iw, their residence in Calcutta was dfeeined taking refuge from the 
eotmtryigtwtmmntj although tbs laW of that vejy govetnnaent Was 
then no other than the will of the WObTe Piefiaent. They W^le 
refouerffrorfi the Sheriff’s Cuftody, deprived of their right, by char- 
ter, of appealing to the laws of England, and by military force 
babbited from a Britijb fcttlement, for having brought their own , 
r.cfpe£Hve 'ctOfes before a Britijk Court of + Juftice. . 

During; 

% Confident ions on India sfffain , Part I. chap. XIV; 

f ** At a Confulcatiou, held at Caltuttu the March 1766, 

Prefect, Tf^ Righr HonotttaWeLbfcd fcrefidfcnCi,, 

General Garnfa. 

Harry Ytrelji, 
frdneit Sykes, 

Randolph Marriott^ , 
tiVgbMt*s> 

. Claud Rvffillg 

William Al3erfty % 

Thomas Keif all, and 
Charles Ffloycr, fcfqulre*. 

Ifc typtormg frovr undoubted authority t that one Cogee Mockit, an .Armenian, has filed* 
iatke Major’s Court, a h&itiou* fait again!! Johanna Marca t, an /i/ menian widow,. 

vunly 
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DuringMr, Vere\Jt% gOVWftlMcnt; thfc 'Arlhdu&b ndt“dnly dod- 
turned to be deprived of their trtiAi vtithin the provinces o (-Bengal, 
Bahar, and Orifa, but, a6 hath been (hewn in the- preceding 
third chapter, they were even publicly prohibited frbm trading or 
refiding, beyond, or whhonttbofe provinces ; Under the fevered: penalties 
of corporal punifhment and confifcation of property. The Prelident 
reprefented the refidence or eftablifhment of Armenians ziMurJbeda* 
bad and in the province of Owd, as a modern affair commencing 
with the Nabobfhip of * CoJJrn Ally Khanvn ; although their nation 
had been fettled refidents aud merchants there and all over f£f»« 
dojlan, not only before the eftablifhment of any Englijb Eaft India 
Company, but long before the dxiftencs of the Mogul Empire' in 
India. ' ! ,4 ‘ "" - : _ 

It is true, that the Nabob Cojfm Ally Khdvfn had; during’ hli 
(hort government, fever&l Armenian Generals and : others of- that 
nation, as femnts, at his DttrbAr, or Court ; as many Nabobs in 
India had had before him. But the misfortune of the Armenians in 
Bengal was, that one of their nation,' Cogee Petrufe , was the chief 
inftrument employed, underhsftvd, in bringing about the resolution 
which placed that Nabob on- the Mujhud,. Mr. Vanjittart'% oppo« 
nents, who had not been let into the fecret, alleged, that “ the 
“ Armenians were (pies; they were the Nabob*s advifers ; they 
“ managed him ; they urged the difputes, or they wanted to eX- 
“ tirpate the Englijb, to get their commerce to' themfelveSi.” 

Such general and vague accufations, which have alfo been «s 
echoed lately in the Britijb Houfe of Commons, evidently owed 
their origination to the private interefts or views of parties. 'If, 
owing no allegiance to the Britijb crown, and independent of the 
Englijb E(tjl India Company, fome of tfiofe Afatics ferved the. Nabob 


merely with a view ft evade the demands :tf • the country government, with; which (h# 
has large accounts, and has therefore taken refuge here without our knowledge ; and as 
nothing is fo difficult as to invefligate collufion of pi ties, to the fatisfadfion of law, as 
the Court may not have the power ot redrefs, though convinced of the faff : 

Agreed , therefore, to put a flop to practices fo prejudicial W the Compapy’s affair* 
(as they mull neceflarily interfere with the revenues) that the. board interpofe their au- 
thority, as Prefident and Council, and withdtaw the Company’s protedHon from both 
parties, fuming the complainant immediately out of thejettlernent, and the defendant a* 
foon as Ihe may be regularly releafed from the Sheriff's cuftody.” Spc Journals of the 
Houfe of Commons, vol. XXXIII. page 933, 

• SCf Appendix, E. pagejJZ, 

with 
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wkh fidelity, they could not be Mamed for doing thei* duty, whe- 
ther amicably or boftHcly employed. But in any cafe, it would 
not be lefs illiberal to condemn all, for the eonfequences of the 
aitions of a few, than it would be unjuft for the natives of India to 
curie' the whole nation, becaufe one Armenian principally contri- 
buted to obtain the Mogul Emperor’s Firtnauns for the Engli/h 
Company 5 or to revile the whole Britijb nation, becaufe fome in- 
dividuals have been guilty of crimes in India, which no juftice is 
likely to reach in this world, except it come from the immediate 
hand of God. 

We have already Ihewn, by a general letter from the Directors 
to their lcrvants at Fort William, dated the * 26th of February 1 702, 
that the then United Company ftrenuoufly claimed, as their right, 
all the privileges and advantages, before obtained by the old, to be 
fully enjoyed by the new one, as “ the Englilh national Company, 
“ jujlly ' infilled tft thofe privileges.” But when it became the objeft 
of confuleration, how far this United Company were bound by the 
engagements of the old one, the feales of juftice were then balanced 
according to the fyftem of intereft adopted by modern Dire&ors. — 
When the treaty between the old Company and the Armenians was 
firft demanded to be produced before a Committee of the Honour- 
able Houfeof Commons, in May 1772, its cxiftence was denied.— 
After repeated applications from an honourable member, backed by 
an order of the Committee, it was at laft reluctantly brough t forth by 
the Court of Directors, who then had recourfe to . their learned 
Solicitor and Standing Counfel; by whom it was determined, 
+ that the old Company’s charter and all their powers having been 
furrendered, the prelent Eafl India Company, who derive their rights 
under a different charter, was not concluded by the agreement of 
the old Company, “ nor was there any aft of parliament, or charter, 
“ that warranted any fuch pofition." 

The foregoing faCts will abundantly fuffice to give the candid 
reader a competent idea of the conduit of the Company, and their 
fervants, towards the Armenians in general. They have conftantly 
received different characters and different treatment from different 
parties, as the minds of their refpeitive leaders have been, more or 
lefs inferefted, liberal, or prejudiced. But il the writer might pre- 
fume to give an opinion on this fubjeCt, after as much intercourlc 

* P.«ge 5. 

t Appendix, A. Num. LV. page 277. 

T and 
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and acquaintance with them, as perhaps any fervent of the Engli/h 
Company ever had, ; he would venture to pronounce the Armenian? 
in India to be a l'ober, induftrious, honeu, and peaceable fet of 
merchants, from whom the Company might have continued to 
reap.the greateft advantages, if their abilities, as the beft prafticat 
merchants there, had not interfered with the ielf-interefted views 
of the Company’s chief fervants, and thereby excited their jealoufy 
and refentment. 

With refpeft to the Armenians , Gregore Coj'amaul , Johannes Padre 
Rafael , Melcomb Philip , and JVufcan E/lephan , who were caufed to 
be fuddenly feizcd, and ignominioufly confined for feveral months 
by Governor Verelfi and the Seleft Committee of Bengal, unaccufed 
and unheard ; various were the pleas that were afterwards urged in 
attempting to jnftify fuch illegal and cruel imprifonments ; as may 
be feen at large by the documents * already referred to in the Ap- 
pendix, under the Letter E. > 

Among other frivolous pretences, it was alleged, that they were 
of a tribe of a had cajl ; — that they afted as agents or goma/lahs 
for William Bolts in carrying on his trade — and that the trade 

which Bolts carried on through their means was illegal and detri- 
mental to the Company. 

If the defeendants of ancient families of eminent merchants, ho- 
nourably profccuting trade by the laborious exertions of induftry, 
merit fuch reproach ; under what tribe or cast lhall we rank their 
accufers ? But it is not lels inconceivable, how it could be criminal 
for thofe gentlemen to aft as agents for the writer, in a country 
where there was no law or prohibition to the contrary, than it 
would be difficult to conceive, how fuch a prohibition could have 
been founded on the ufages of Hindojlan , the laws of nature, or of 
nations, of God, or of man. Where they refided, they were efta- 
blifhed as merchants, like many other Armenians, trading on 'their 
own bottoms ; and while they were tranfafting their own affairs, 
it could not be criminal in them to tranfaft whatever bufinefs they 
chofe, on comroiflion, • for other perfons; fubjeft to, and in con- 
formity with the laws and ulages of the country. 

The trade which they had carried on for account of the writer, 
in the provinces of Ovid and lllahabad, was fo carried on with the 
entire confcnt, approbation, and pertvdnahs of the Princes of the 
countiy, to whom he paid the duties they required. So far it was 

* See particularly Num. XCII. page 422 of the Append!* 
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furely legal ; and if in any other refpe’tt it could be proved illegal, 
the parties thereby injured,' if any fuch exifted, had their legal re- 
courfe for redrefs. Enough hath already been faid in pages 41 and 
42 of the nature of the writer’s trade in thofe provinces, to prove 
it to have been extremely beneficial to the community ; and if it 
be neceffary to adduce any further proofs in fupport of this pofition, 
ave have not only the evidence of the * Refidcnt at the Durbar, but 
even of, the Court of Eafl India Directors + themfelves, to (hew 
that the trade fo carried on with Sujah al Dowlah'% dominions was 
deemed highly beneficial to the Company, and to their fuhjugatcd 
provinces in Bengal. 

' The Governor and Council, aware of the imbecility of fuch 
charges, thought it fafeft to ftand upon their political ground, and 
theretore, as guardians of the Company’s poffdfions, they boldly 
aflerted, that thefe Armenians were difeovered in carrying on intrigues 
at the Court of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, of the mo ft dangerous 
tendency to government, at a crilis when that Nabob’s a&ions 
afforded them the greateft reafon for miftruft. 

Notwithftanding fuch bold alfertions, and that fix years have 
elapfed fince the imprifonment of the unhappy Armenians, thole 
gentlemen have never offered to give one infhncc of any of the in- 
trigues which they had difeovered them to have carried on at th« 
Nabob's Court. — Had there been the fmalleft foundation in truth 
for fuch a charge,, the writer would have been the laft man to 
ftand forth their advocate. But the truth is, that two of thofe who 
were imprifoned under fuch pretences, had then never been within 
one hundred miles of any fuch Court. — And with refpeft to the 
apprehenfions which the Prefident and Council a ft eft to have en- 
tertained of Sujah al Dowlah * s hoftile conduct, at the time when 
the Armenians were feized and expelled his country, they appear 
ftatnpt with the infamy of falfhood from their own \ records. 

But although it hath been fully proved, in the third chapter, 
that thefe imprifonments were not the optional a£ts of the Indian 
Princes themfelves, as afferted by the Prefident and Council of Ben- 
gal, in their letter to the Directors already cited, it will not be 
improper, in this place, briefly to confider the augujl and indepen- 

* Appendix Nutn. LXV. page 397! 

Ibid. Num. XCIII. page 424. 

$ Ibid. E. Num. XVIII. page 363, and A. Num. XL. p»ge ipj. 
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dent fituations in which thofe Princes flood with tefpefl to the* 
Company and their fervants, at the time of thole cruel tcanfa&ions. 

In the year 1768, the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah , who, ouly three 
years before, had been conquered ; whofe dominions had been di- 
vided ; who had furrendered himfelf as a prifoner ; and who- had 
been reftored to only a part of his country, by the fervants of the 
Company, while they kept an army near him, more formidable 
tl>an that with which CoL Munro beat him at Buxar , on the 23d Obi. 
1764, when in the meridian of his glory, and joined by Cofjm Ally 
Khawn ; was not certainly in fuch an independent fituation as to dare 
to refill any order or requejl, in which the Prefident of Calcutta had 
really Jhewn himfelf ferious, fur the imprisonment oc expulfionof any un- 
protected merchants withiu thole provinces of which, he might fo 
eafily have been dilpoflefled by the government of Calcutta. Much lefs 
could it, with truth, be alleged that Bulwautjmg , his tributary 
Rajah, whofe Zemindary had been firft taken for the Company ; 
then reftored, and his pofleflion, under a fixed annual revenue, 
guarantied to him by their fervants, was in a ftate of independence 
at that period, — The ftyle of Mr. VcrelJC s letters * to him, and the 
treatment his Vakeel met with + at Calcutta , fully expofe the ridi- 
cule of fuch a pretence. 

As to thofe Nabobs through whom the prifoners were afterwards 
confined in the provinces of Bahar and Bengal , their high fituar 
tions will belt appear from the confi deration of the following faffs, 
proved by the records of the, Company. 

In July 1765, the Nabob of Bengal, in confideration of an annual 
(Upend, agreed with \ Mr. Francis Sykes to throw all the affairs of 
government into the hands of fuch perfons as Ihould be appointed 
by the Prelident and Selefl Committee at Calcutta \ among whom, 
Mr. Sykes, their Relident at the Durbar , was the chief. In their 
proceedings § of the i 8th September 1765, the Committee acknow- 
ledged, that the Company were come into the place of the country- 
government ; and on the 3d September 1766, they further threw off 
tne dilguife, by declaring, || that they were become the Sovereigns 

* Appendix E. Num. XVI. page 361. Nam. LXXVII. page 408. and Nuft. 
LXXXVI. page 417. 

t Ibid, page 41 5. 

•J See Mr. Sykes' a letter of the 18th July 1 7 65 to the Seleft Committee* Ctrfsden - 
tions, 8 k. voi. I. Appendix, page 136. 

§ Prefcnt, Lord Clive, Ur. Sumner, General Carnot, Mr. Versift, and Mr. Sykss. 

| At a Committee, prefcnt, Lord Clive, General Canute, and Mr. Veretjtt 
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tn India. At their meeting of the * 31ft December 1 76 6, they adu- 
ally regulated the falaries that were to be received by MabottmedRna 
Kfiawn at Murjbedabad , the Rajah Sbetabroy at Patna , and other 
great Ministers ; to whom, although it 'was acknowledged that 
nothing remained but the name and fhadow of authority, yet the 
Committed refolved + that it was necefjary they Ihould fettn to vene- 
rate that name and that Jhadovu : in confequeijce of which plan, Mr. 
Sykes was directed by the J Committee, never to make the Company 
appear as principals in any ad of government. 

In further fupport of this fyftem, on quitting the chair of Bengal, 
Frefident Vereljl alfo ftrenuoufly recommended it to the Secret Com- 
mittee to purfue [I “ a delicate condufl in fcrupuloufly otferving every 
“ form that could indicate apparent detendance, upon tnefe Nabobs 
ana Minifters. And indeed, this fyftem was fo JcrupulouJly purfued 
that the Court of piredorsj tired of the iniquities that were pradifed 
under fo convenient a difguife, although they had at firft fi approved: 
of the fyftem, out of their great veneration for the authority which 
eftablifhed it, were at laft induced to difmifs f the great Mahotn- 
med Reta Kbawn himfelf, who, in confequence of their orders, was 
brought down as a prifoner to Calcutta , to render an account of his 
mal-administration. 

From thefe fads, it appears, incontrovertibly, that fince the year 
1 7 65, the Nabobs of Bengal and Bahar have been, as they ftill con- 
tinue, no other than the mere Colledors of the Revenues under the 
Company’s ruling Servants, and the convenient cloaks far any iniquity, 
they choofe to pradife. By the proceedings of the bench of Calcutta 
Juftices, on the 8th September 1766, it hath been already ** fhewji, 
that Governor Vereljl and his Council, who were the only Juftices 
there, had unanimoufly declared themfelves to be not amenable to 
the Britijb Courts of Tuftice in India, for any oppreflions there com- 
mitted, We have alfo fhewn, that they paid no attention to the ap- 
plications repeatedly made to them on behalf of thofe Armenians ; 
but, on the contrary, that they had publifhed an edid which effec- 


# Prefcnt, Lord Clive, Mr. Vereljl , General Camac, and Mr. Sykes . 

+ Proceedings of the Committee.upon Lord Cliv$'% letter of the 16th January 1761. 

X Sep Appendix A. Num. XXXil. page 168. . ' 

II In his minute of the 15th December 1769, See alfo Ms fcrewcIMcMcr ot this fob- 
jeft, Appendix A. Num.XLIV. page 212. 

$ Ibid. Num. XXXI, page 1 <56, 

1 Ibid, page 264. 

M Appendix A. Num. XX. page 126. 
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to ally preventer) them from fecuring their cffeds, or * returning to 
their habitations, families, and bufinefs. fri fuchcircumflances,; 
tlierc was confequently no profpecl of redfefs or (atisfadion, but from 
the laws in Great Britain. 

Deprived of all hopes of ever recovering their property, and en- 
couraged by the fame of the mod: equitable laws on earth, two of 
thofc Armenians', Cogee G regore Cojamaul and Cogif Johannes P adre 
Rafael, therefore, refolvcdto come toEngland. Had ’their refold- 
tions been known before they embarked, they were apprehenfive 
they might again have been turned over to the tool of a Nabob for 
obftrudion in their defign. On this account, they privately procured 
their paflages in a Dutch fhip ; left Calcutta in January 1 769, and 
embarked for England in queft of juftice : while the other two font 
their powers of attorney for the fame purpofe. 

With thele fads before him, can the impartial reader reftrain his 
indignation, when he reads the following words, ul’ed by Mr. Ferelfl, 
on thefe fubjeds ? “ Inftead of punching Cogee Gregore and Johannes 
“ Padre Rafael, as they deferved, luch was the idje, lenity of our go- 
“ vernment, that they immediate/)/ received their liberty, and Cvery 
“ ajfifance wa i offered to colled their effeds ; ari affiftahee probably 
“ unneceffary , as they chofe to depart tor Europe." + 

Thele two Armenian merchants, who, in their expedition from 
India , had no worldly dependance, but on the famed humanity and' 
juflicc of the Britifh natlbn, and the perfection of their laws, arrived 
in England in the month of Augufl 1769 ; and on the 12th September 
following presented an humble \ petition to the Court of Eajl India ‘ 
Diredors : who did not thiuk proper to give them any fatisfadion 
thereupon, although they were fo convinced of the injuftice that 
had been done to them, as afterwards to (| blame their Governor 
and Council for not having accommodated the affair in Bengal. . 

Unable to obtain, from the Diredors even io much as an anfwer to 
their petition, after patiently Waiting the arrival of their oppreffors 
from Afia, in the month of November 1770, they brought their 
adions for damages, in the Court of Common Pleas, againft Go- 

• Appendix E. Num. LXX. page 403. See alfo the affidavit of Gabriel JMmnner, 
ibid, pace 409, and an exiraft of a letter fiOin the fame perfon, relative to a fecopddm- 
piifonmriit of Cogee Wujcm EJteptan, by Ciptaih Gabriel Harper, .ibid. NumbefXC. . 
page 422. 

f VcrclJY s View, page 4!. 

J Appendix E. Num. LXXXIX. page 419* 

( Ibid. Num. XCI. page 422. 
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vernor Vfrejjl and General Smith, who pleaded the general iflue, 
“ NOT GUJLTY.” 

But before thofe aftions could be brought to a determination, the 
affairs of the Eqft India Company appeared likely to become an objeCt 
of parliamentary inquiry. Seeing the very little attention that wa 9 

E aid to their complaints, by the Court of Eajl India Directors, who, 
y every ungenerous exertion of power and artifice, fupported the 
tyranny of their fervants, the Armenian merchants had the greateft 
realon to apprehend, in the then fituation of the Company’s govern- 
ment, that when they returned to India, their perfons, property, 
and families, as well as thofe of the reft of their nation, would be 
expofed to greater dangers and hardfhips than they had already ex- 
perienced, from their having applied for juft ice in England. h Copr- 
maul, therefore, on the 28th February 1772, prefented, on behalf 
of himfelf and others, * a petition to the Honourable the Commons 
of Great Britain in Parliament affembled ; in which he prayed them 
to take the cafe into confideration, and grant fuch relief, with refpeft 
to the future fecurity of perfons and property in Bengal, as might 
feem meet to the wifdom of their Honourable Houfe. 

This petition was ordered to lie on the table, in the ufual form, 
and a Committee of the Houfe, confifting of + thirty-one members, 
being on the 1 6th of April 1772 chofen by ballot, “ to inquire into 
“ the nature, ftatc, and condition of th tEaJi India Company and of 
“ the Britijh affairs in the Eajl Indies," it was, on a fubfequent day, 
ordered to be referred to thei r confideration. 

On prefeuting this petition to Parliament, he had been informed, 
that the Court of Eajl India Directors, having officially tranfmitted 
his memorial of the 12th of September .17 69, to their Prefident and 
Council at Bengal, had received from them a full and explicit an liver, 
with fpecific charges againft him. Prefuming, therefore, that the 
Dire&ors were equally inclined to blame their fervants, when culpa- 
ble, as to defend them, when innocent ; and that the protection of 
the inhabitants of Bengal was a principal objeft in their view, Coja- 
ntaul humbly J requefted the Court would be plcnfed to furnilh him 
with copies pf fuch charges. But the evation, and even falfity of the 
||anfwer which was tranfmitted to him on this occafion, will long 
remain an indelible ftain of reproach on that Court. Still fupporting 

* Appendix E. Nam. XC1V. page 425. 

\ Journals of the Houfe of Common?, vol. XXXIII. page 703* 

X Appendix E. Nu;n, XCV. page 426. 
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the iniquitous proceedings of their Prefident ahd Council of Bengal, 
anti involving the Armenian merchants in queftions, which, though 
we thould admit they might poffibly fubmt between the Company 
and the writer, were fuefy as tnofe gentlemen could have up concern 
with ; it appeared, as if being the agent, or the friend of William 
Bolts , was deemed a fuffleient reafon, in the eyes of the Honourable 
Court of Directors, for the oppreffion or ruin of any man whom- 
foever. 

„ Every thing alleged in Mr. Cojamau! s petition to the Houfe of 
Commons was fully proved before the Committee ; who, having 
examined into its merits, on account of the latenefs of the fealbn, 
and the importance of the fubjedt, begged leave to lay before the 
Houle, as their * report, the whole of the evidence, as it ftood on 
their proceedings ; which was likewife formally ordered to lie on 
the table. 

It is not improbable that the little attention paid to this petition 
and report, which were left upon the table, was owing to the preju- 
dices that had been induftrioufly propagated by the Eajl India gentle- 
men and their connexions ; that thofe Armenian merchants were the 
agents, or gomajiahs , of William Bolts , in the loweft fenfe of the 
' word ; and that their complaints proceeded wholly from fadtion. 
Governor Verelfl, as principally intcrefted, having been particularly 
fedulous, in his “ View,” to imprefs fuch an idea on the minds of 
the Public, in order to divert their attention from his oppreffion of 
thefe innocent merchants; hath rendered it neceflary, that the reader 
ffiould be perfcdlly acquainted with the meaning of the word go- 
majlah. 

In Bengal, and particularly among the Engii/h, the word gomajlah 
is confined, in a partial fenfe, to thofe Hindoos who are fent by the 
Company’s fervaiits into the inland-country, furnilhed with dujlueks , 
to buy or fell goods, on ftipulated monthly Wages ; without drawing 
commiffion, or having the liberty to trade on their own account. But 
among the natives of Hindofian , in the more general acceptation, the 
word gomajlah is indifcriminately ufed for every fort of reprefentative, 
or agent ; from the ambafl'ador down to the merchant's clerk, or 
even the foreman of a manufactory. Thus, in the Firmauns granted 
to the Company by the Emperor at Dehly , even the Engiijh deputies, 
who were lent from Calcutta on that occafion, are deicribed by the 
appellation of + gomajiahs of the Englilh Company. 

* Journals of the Houfe of Commons, vol. XXXIII. pages 914 to 944. 

t Ibid, page 856. 
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Mr. Verejl, triumphantly exulting in his own impofition on the 
Public, has, on this occafiou the following words : * “ It is- alfo 
u worthy notice, that one of Mr. Hare's agcuts at this time, in 
“ Bulwantjing' s country, was the very Armenian (Cogee Gregore) that 
“ Mr. Bolts alfo employed, and has Jince in/ligated to come to England, 
. “ to fupport, with others, his own prolecutions, by a pretended ae- 
“ cumulation of grievances : an Armenian who has enaeavoured to 
“ impofe a belief before the Committee of the Houfe of Commons, 
“ that he never a£led as an Englijh gomaftah or agent, in Bulwant- 
“ fog's dominions. — Such is the credit due to Armenian faith !’* 
This Armenian gentleman, however, as well as the others, was 
really quite independent of the writer, and then refident within the 
territories of a Prince who would have been alfo independent, if the 
treaties or public agreements made by the fervants of the Eajl India 
Company could have been relied on to make him fo. In the Bengal 
acceptation of the word, Mr .Cojamaul, therefore, was no more the 
writer’s gomaflah than Mr. Cartier , Mr. Rumbold, and many other 
gentlemen of the higheft rank in the Company's fervice had been, 
who had difpofed of the largeft confignments from him, and been 
deeply concerned with him in trade, when they found it for their 
intereft. His ailing, at the fame time, for Mr. Hare, and other 
perfons, was alfo a convincing proof of this affertion. He had ac- 
knowledged, in his memorial to the Eajl India Dire&ors, as well 
as in his evidence before the Committee, that he had tranfa&ed bufi- 
nefs as an agent for Englijb gentlemen ; but he very juftly faid, ac- 
cording to his true idea of the word, that he did not ail as an Eng- 
lilh goma/lah ; and he explains it fully in his evidence, + “ that he 
“ did not trade by Englilh authority, but paid duties as a merchant, 
WHICH WAS A CHARACTER OF MORE RESPECT,” The candid 
reader will judge, from this quibble of Mr, Fereljl, on a word in the 
mouth of a foreigner, and from the other evidence before him, whe- 
ther moft credit is due to the Armenian merchant’s, or to the Englijh 
Governor’s faith. 

The oppreffed Armenian merchants, although equally as difgufted 
at the ineffefluality of all their applications to obtain fecurity againft 
future injuries, as tired at the delay they had experienced in feeking 
fatisfa&ion for their paft Ioffes and fuiferings, in a country where 
they had imagined juftice was fo eafily attainable, Rill continued 

* See his note, Appendix, page 1 89. 
f Journals, vol, XXXIII. pages 916 and 918. 
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elated with the moft fanguine expectations from the favourable ver- 
dicts of an impartial Englifh jury. They, therefore, directed their 
whole attention to the obtaining of the fpeedy determinations of their 
aCtions in the Court of Common Pleas ; which were fet down for 
trial in May 1773 •• the parties on the 1 8th of that month having 
actually joined m if riking a fpecial jury, in order for the trial of 
JJIephans caufc, during the fittings after term. 

To convince a generous people, how improbable it is, that a Go- 
vernor and Council in India lhould be guilty of any oppressions or 
illegal exertions of power, Mr. VerelJ ?, in his publication now under 
our con(i deration, ajfures them, * “ it is utterly incredible , that thefe 
“ gentlemen would nfque their own fortunes by an aft which mujl come 
“ ■ before an Englifh jury from whom + “ the experience of every 
“ day evinces , that an innocent and injured man would obtain ample com- 
“ penfation." — Governors who lhould conduit themfelves by princi- 
ples of injufticc, and wantonly abufe their authority, he tells us, 
j “ would not only be compelled to male full rejlitution to the injured 
“ individual , but would, by their punijhment , become fevere examples , 
** to prevent the comtndjion of like crimes in future and an Englifh 
jury would || “ eagerly redrefs their fellow-citizen, and vindicate 

“ THE RIOHTS OF HUMAN KIND.” 

Governor Verelf, who left Bengal in the month of January 1 770, 
and General Smith, who left it in December preceding, were both 
Well informed, very early in the year 1769, that Mr .Cojamaul and 
Mr. Rafael had embarked for England, in order to obtain juftice, by 
profecutions, for the damages which they had fuftained, in confe- 
rence of the oppreffions and imprifonments which they had futfered. 

In the year 1771, Mr .Verelf, being chofen a Dire&or of the Eaft 
India Company, had, of courl'e, free accefs to all papers and records 
in the India Houfe ; and during the year 1772, when out of the Di- 
rection, he, as well as the perfons employed by him to compile his 
View of the Bengal Government, which we have juft quoted, were 
allowed the fame acccfs, for ferving the purpofes of that faithjul com- 
pilation ; a material part of which was apparently calculated to injure 
the caufes of thole very opprefted Armenians. 

In luch circumllances, with luch advantages, and after the expi- 
ration of lb long a period of time, the candid reader will not, cer- 

* Verelfl ' s View, We, page 5. 

f Ibid, page 13. 

| Ibid, page 14. 

| Ibid, page ij. 
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tainly, have fufpectcd, that the defendants could have any reafonable 
caufe for putting off the trials of actions to which they had pleaded 
not guilty : much lefs will his honeft mind have conceived, that , 
Governor Pereljl fhould be the firft man to fhrink back, in his own 
caufe, from the determination of a jury of his fellow-citizens, whom 
he had fo juftly deferibed. Neverthelefs, the attorney for the de- 
fendants in thefe caufes appeared in Court, on the 20th of May 1773, 
and /wore, * “ that he apprehended and believed the defendants 
“ could not be properly prepared for trial at the fittings after the 
“ term, it being neceffary, in his judgment and belief, to make 
“ fearch and examination into the books and records of the Ea/l India 
“ Company, which, as he apprehended, would require a great deal 
“ of time, and could not be done with due attention, lb as to be pre- 
“ pared for trial at the faid fittings.” On the fame day, General 
Smith likewife appeared, and f wore , that t “ Gabriel Harper , Elq; 
“ then abroad, he believed was a moft material witnefs, without 
“ whofe teftimony he could not fafely proceed to the trial of the 
** caufe ; and that by the letters which he, Smith, had received from 
“ the faid Harper, he had great rcafon to believe he would return 
“ to England ui the courl'e of the enfuing fcalon although Cap- 
tain Harper , having been a principal in the imprifonment of thole 
Armenian merchants, if he had arrived within the jurifdiction of the 
Britijh Courts, would have been made a party to the a&ions, and, 
therefore, could not be admitted as a witnefs. 

On thefe affidavits, the Court of Common Pleas put off the trial 
to the following term, which commenced the 1 ith, and ended on 
the 30th of June 1773. But on the 1 6th of June , Governor Vereljl 
filed three very long bills in the Court of Exchequer ; one againlt 
JVufcan Eflephan, ament in India , and one againlt each of the other 
Armenian merchants, Cojamaul and Rafael, then in England ; in 
whichr he fought a difeovery from the parties, on oath, whether he 
was not juf ified in what he had done ; and prayed, that injunctions 
might be granted to Hop the proceedings on the actions depending in 
the Court of Common Pleas, until the teftimony of witnefles, par- 
ticularly of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, and other Indian Princes, 
could be had from India , under a commiflion to be iffued out of that 
Court. 


* See the affidavit of Mr. John Skirrow, Appendix E. Nun. XCV 1 I. page 459. 
| See the affidavit of Richard Smith, E (4 ; ibid, 
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If the Princes in India , whofe evidence had become neceflary for 
Governor Verel/l, to prove himfelf “ not guilty,” were indepen- 
dent Princes, as well might a Britijh Court of Juftice expedf tefti- 
mony, on oath, from his Majefty of PruJJia ; and if they were de- 
pendent, and, at the pleafure of the Diredtors or other fervants of the 
Eaji India Company, liable to be deprived of their polls ; of the an- 
nual ftipends allotted to them ; or of the territories over which they 
are placed farcically to prefide : equally obvious muft be the confe- 
quences. The anfwer from Efephan, whole cafe, as Mr. Verel/l welt 
knew, was exadtly the fame with Rafael's, if deemed neceflary by 
the Court, in fuch circumftances, could not be had, but under an 
exprefs commiflion to be fent to India. To the other two bills, al- 
though very long, and the time allowed by law for anfwering was 
only eight days, Meflrs. Cojamaul and Rafael refpedtively put in full 
and unexceptionable anfwers ; and Governor Verel/l having filed hi$> 
replication on the ath July 1 773, thefe caufes were again at iflue. 

But to fupport tne equity of nis bill againft the ablent E/lephan, in 
order to obtain the injundfion fought, Mr. Verel/l alfo appeared in 
Court, on the 25th of June 1 773, and j wore , * “ that his bill was 
“ not filed with a vexatious intent, or merely to delay the trial at 
“ law, but for a difcovery of the matters, and to authenticate the 
“ feveral public adts particularly mentioned therein, by an exami- 
“ nation of many of the witnefles therein named ; that he verily be- 
“ lieved the adlion at law was brought againft him for matters fup- 
“ pofed to be done by him in the Eajl Indies, adling in his public 
“ capacity, as Governor of Bengal ; that the damages laid in the de- 
“ claration were twenty thoufand pounds, and that many fads and 
“ circumftances, material for his defence on the trial, were only 
“ in the knowledge of theperfons mentioned in his bill, refidents in 
“ the Ea/l Indies, the benefit of whofe teftimony he could not have 
“ without a commiflion ; under which he verily believed he fhould 
“ be able to have the depofitions taken of many of the perfons named 
“ in his bill, and particularly of the feveral Princes of the country , in 

amity and alliance with the Eaft India Company, in whofe territories 
“ the falls and circumjlances happened ; and that without their tefti- 
“ mony, he verily believed he could not make a full and proper de- 
“ fence, on the trial of the faid adlion.” 

Yet, on fuch proceedings and affidavits, the Court of Exchequer, 
bound, as it feems, by the ftridt letter of the law, or the eftablilhed 


• See the affidavit of Harry Vtrelft, Efq; Appendix E. Nun. XC 1 X. page 430. 
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S raftice of the Court, were forced to grant a * writ of injunction to 
op the proceedings on the aCtion brought by Wufcan Eflephan in the 
Court of Common Pleas, until afullanfwer could be nad from the 
plaintiff in the Ea/l Indies : and in the cnufes of the two other Amt* 
nian merchants, who had put in full and unexceptionable anfwers, 
commiflions were likewife + granted for the examination of witnejfes 
in India. 

After fo much fruitlefs expence of time and money, the caufes, 
for the profecution of which thofe injured Afatics came over from 
India to England , were hereby likely to be kept for years undecided. 
For fuch delay, an extenfive field lay open, from the obftru&ions 
that might be contrived ; betides the chances againft the plaintiffs, 
from deaths and other accidents ; and betides the difadvantages which 
would naturally attend them in the execution of thofe commiflions, 
under the double-government in Bengal , as hath been more 
particularly fhewn in \ the firft part of this work. 

Let the humane reader, then, here contemplate the diftrefsful 
fituations to which thefe Ajiatici were reduced, in attempting to ob- 
tain jufticc from the fo highly boafted laws of England, for the worft 
of oppreflions fuffered in Hindofan, from the excefles of tyranny and 
rapine, praftifed under a treacherous difguiie, by a lawlefs oligarchy 
of trading and military adventurers, in the chara&ers of fervants to a 
commercial community. — They had however one rcfource yet left, — 
that of an appeal to the Right Honourable the Houfe of Lords ; of 
which they availed themfelves. But, exhaufted alike in patience 
and in purie, with fuch a melancholy profpect before them of im- 
menfurable delay, from what they were told was the lenient indul- 
gence of law-praftice in this country, one of them, in del'pair, had 
actually departed the kingdom, lamenting the inefficacy of his appli- 
cations for juftice, and the improbability that appeared of his being 
ever able to obtain it ; while the other was mournfully preparing to 
follow him. 

On the aift June 1774, thefe appeals came on before the Lords, 
when the Right Honourable Lord Mansfield made lome very ftriking- 
obfervations on the too-indiferiminate rule of granting injunctions on 
the allegations of plaintiffs in the firft ftages of caufes in equity. — 
His Lordfhip remarked, that, in many inftances, this practice, 
which it was too much the intereft of folicitors to fupport, was totally 

• See a copy of this writ, Appendix E, Nuna, C. page 431* 
t Appendix E. Num, Cl. page 432. 
t Coufidcrations, &c. toi. L page 89 . 
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fobverfive of juftice ; as in any fuit brought, by a foreigner, even on 
the cleared ground, fuch as bills of exchange and policies, of aflurance, 
the defendant might file a bill ; infert therein as many falfities as he 
(thought proper ; ftate the tranfadkm to have, happened in whatever 
country he pleafed ; and by fwearing that without the teftimony of 
the witnefles named in his bill, he could not fafely proceed to trial ; 
obtain, as a matter of courfe, a commiffion to examine the truth of 
his allegations, which might never be executed. It was alio ob- 
ferved by his Lordlhip, that the foie ufe of the commiflions obtained 
in theft caufes appeared to be delay ; and that the motives for this 
delay were cxadly the fame as thofe of a man who, to efeape imme- 
diate danger from a tyrant-king, undertook to teach a dpg Latin in 
three years, on pain of death ; and who, on his friends confining 
the abfurdity of his engagement, urged that he had thereby gained 
three chances of efcaping ; as, before the expiration of the time, the 
king might die, the dog might die, or he might die. 

The Right Honourable Lord High Chancellor Apfiey flrongly 
corroborated the Lord Mansfield' s opinion ; and obferved, that as the 
Britijh Empire was now extended to every part of the globe, it be- 
came of the higheft confequence, that on all applications for com- 
miflions to examine witnefles abroad, the Courts Ihould minutely 
examine into the merits of fuch applications : — that in the caufes then 
before the Houfe, there were no grounds for granting the commif- 
fions: — that as the refpondents, by the plea of not guilty, had 
confined themfelvcs to the fad, and tne onus probandi lay intirely 
upon the appellants, no plea of juftification could be admitted ; and 
as the books and orders of the Prefident and Council of Calcutta , as 
well as many gentlemen per fed ly acquainted with the fads and na- 
ture of the cafes, were then in England ; every thing that could pof- 
fibly be urged in mitigation of damages, might be produced on the 
trials, in as fatisfadory a manner, as if the commiflions had been 
adually executed. 

After thefe debates, the Lords were pleafed unanimoufly to reverfe 
the orders of the Court on which the injundions had iflued, and the 
plaintiff's Cojamaul and Rafael were again at liberty to proceed to the 
trial of their adions. This righteous decree of the luprpme Court 
of Britifi) Judicature at once difpelled the defpondency of the Arme- 
nian fuitors, and infpired them with new hopes of juftice. Rafael 
returned from Venice ; and on the 12th and 13th of December 1774, 
the two caufes at laft came on in the Common Pleas, before the 
l>>rd Chief Juftice De Grey and a fpecial Jury. 
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If the plaintiffs had been guilty of any malpra&ices or mifdcmca- 
nours, In the courfe of their tranla&ions, it is not to be i'uppoled, 
confidently with the power and authority of the men concerned in 
thefe iraprifonments, that, after fo many years had elapfed, their 
crimes would tiot have been found out and expofed on thefe trials. 
However, none fuch appeared. The learned Counlel for the defen- 
dants calied net witnfcfles ; but, as is cuftomary on fuch occalions, 
confined themfel ves, to the exercile of their ingenuity before the Jury, 
in attempting to juftify their bountiful clients, and depreciate * their 
opponents. They refled their apology for the defendants on what 
had been fuggefted by the Prefident and Council of Calcutta , as en- 
tered on the Company’s records ; every allegation whereof hath been 
fully noticed and refuted in thefe fhcets. The inconliftcncies of 
thofe pretences naturally reduced them to the abfurditics of aborting, 
in one breath, that Sujah al Dowlah was an independent Prince, 
pofleffing armies fufficient to fhakc the power of the Eajl India Com- 
pany ; and in the other breath of alleging, that, without the inter- 
vention of Mr. Vereljl , he had not authority equal to the punilhmeut 
of a fimple individual in his own family : — in one breath, to allege 
the plaintiffs were of fuch confluence . that they could fhake the 
Empire of Hindojian ; in the other, to reprefent them fo infignificaut 
as to be unworthy of receiving any compenfation for damages. 

But neither the eloquence of the learned Advocates, nor the fhieljs 
of the independent Nabobs, could defeat the penetration of the Lord 
Chief Jufttce De Grey, or the honeft integrity of the Ertglijb Jurors. 

Not to be deceived by flimfy arguments, the Jury found verditls 
againft Mr. Verelji, of five thoufand pounds for the plaintiff Rafael, 
and of four thoufand pounds for the plaintiff G regore. 

It is true that the plaintiff's could not bring home their proofs, fo 
as to affett the defendant Smith, who, although the original caufe 
and inftigator of all their fufferings, had fo cautioufly conduced 
himlclf in India, as, on the trial, to leave his colleague in the lurch. 
On this occafion, it was unfortunate for them that three of the prin- 
cipal witnefles whom they- called upon had loft all recollctlion of the 
traniaftions. Sir Robert, Barker, who commanded the army at Ilia- 
habad in General Smith's abfence, and to whom Rafael was * trans- 
mitted by Captain Harper , could not remember by what means the 
prifoner came to him, or how he was difpatched to Patna Colonel: 

* See Appendix E. Num. XXVIII. page 370. Num. LXXX. page 411. and Num. 
LXXXV. page 416. Sec alfo Mahommed Reza Kbawn's letter to Mr. Vcrtljl , View of 
Bengal, <sc. Appendix, Num. 124. page 208. 

Char lea . 
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Cha; ks Chapman , who commanded at Patna, where the guards of 
the pri loners were changed, remembered nothing of the matter; and 
Mr. Francis Sykes, the Refident, under whole directions Mahom- 
med Rcza Khawn aCted, at the Durtyar, could only recoiled that the 
plaintiffs were treated with great humanity, but knew nothing of 
their imprifonment. 

Such were the terminations of thefe long-depending litigations ; 
on which it may be truly faid the Armenian Tuitors have been ruined, 
although they nave gained their caufes : for what compenfation can 
it be deemed for thele gentlemen, after the expiratiou of fo many 
years, to receive lefs in damages than they would have gained in one 
y<.ar, if left unmolefted to the peaceable enjoyment of their eftates 
and trade in India ; while a great portion of tne fums decreed them 
hath been difburfed in the neceffary charges of their paffage, and 
their fo long refidencc in this expenfive country ? 

But the mediocrity of the damages can only be lamented as a mis- 
fortune that muff attend all fuitors from India, in fimilar cafes, where 
the proofs of the plaintiff’s Ioffes depend wholly upon the evidence of 
Hindoos, who cannot be brought to this country without incurring 
luch infamy as moft of them would rather die than fubmit to ; as 
hath been more fully fet forth in the firft part of this * work. 

It is further to be lamented, that the laws have yet provided no 
penalties that are adequate to the punifhment of oppreffions com- 
mitted under the pretence of the public good. The invader of pri- 
vate property, or the public robber, who pretend to no right but 
of force, may' by* force be repelled, feized, and configned to the 
penal retribution of their crimes ; and the life of the aflaflin may be 
taken in felf-defence. But the greateft of all offenders, the oppreflor 
who fpreads forth mifery and aeftruCtion over whole families, by 
the perverfion of authority and the abufe of power, triumphs in the 
lenity of the law 1 , or fets juftice at defiance under the garb and 
fanCtion of magiftracy. 

* Confidcrations, 6c. vol. I. page 8p, 
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chap. vn. 

W the Maladministration of JUSTICE by the lrttc Per- 
SIBENT9 and Select Committees in Bengal ; with a Vin- 
bicAtroN of the Atrf Bor of Considerations, fifa. from Mr-. 
Verelst’s Misrepresentations on that Subject : and 
Curtoty Remarks on the Introdvidion of the Englifh Laws among 
the buttons. 


TVyfUCH artful mifteprefentation hath been employed, by Mr. 
1VJL y&ei/k to miflead the public, upon the exprefs charges 
brought by the author of ‘'Considerations on India Affairs,** 
againft the late Prelidents and Select Committees of Bengal, for 
tneir wicked administration of juftice, or undue interference with 
the Courts ; but particularly in what the writer had * * * § related con* 
cerning the complaint of an Armenian, named Parfetk Arratoon , in the 
Mayors Court ; thofe of the Hindoos, + Cocut Sonar, and J Ramnaut 
Dqfs, and of § Alexander Jeplsfon, Efy- — Unfortunately for Mr. 
* Vereffi , he was principally concerned in alt thole opprefhons ; the 
mere knowledge of which, with what haith already appeared from 
the prefs on thofe fubjeds, mull make it unliecellary to add much 
in this place, for the pur,pofe of a complete expofurc of that gentle*' 
fallacies. The fimple evidence of fads ihall, therefore, be 


man s 


oppofed to his laboured {trains of fophiftry and declamation ; and 
leave him not one evafive fubterfuge. 

In the cafe of PArseek. Arratoon, the writer charged two 
plain fads:— -an undue interference with a Britijh Court of Juftice, 
7 on the part of the Prefident, at Calcutta ; and a proftitute com* 
pliance on the part of the Court. This interference was exprefly 
charged to be, the Prefident’ s writing a private letter to the Mayor 
of Calcutta , then fitting in judgment on a caufe, in which he, the 
Prefident, was himfelf collaterally interested ; iu confequence wiiereo^ 


* Confidential, *&c. vol. I. pages 91 and 

+ Ibid, page 9s. 

j Ibid, page 98. 

§ Ibid. Appendix, page 43. 
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•x fttdden flop was put to the decifion by the Court, while the plaintiff 
was left without any kind of redrels. 

To evade thefe fads prccifely charged to have happened in Au- 
gujl 1768, Mr. Vereljl gives an account (View of Bengal, &c. page 
23) of fomc tranfa&ions relative to the caufe which happened at an 
inland Cutcherry, or one of the Country Courts, previous to AugjJl 
1768 ; and alio of what happened on a propoled arbitration, after 
Augujl 1768, together with one intended petition (Appendix., page 
174) which was not made ul’e of in Augujl 1768 ; and another finii- 
lar petition (Appendix, page 175) of which l'ome ufe was made on 
the 4th May 1770: none of which circumftances can be applied 
to, much lefs jollify, the fads charged. The writer of Considk- 
kations, lie. deemed it unneccflary to enter into a minute detail 
of the circumftances of the cafe between the plaintiff and the de- 
fendants ; but as Mr. Vereljl has laboured much in attempting to 
impeach the writer’s veracity upon the lubjed, it now becomes re- 
cpiilite for him to fay fomething more, in order to remove the cloud 
of mifreprefentation with which that gentleman has fought to> 
obfeure the truth. 

It hath been already fhewn, * that in the beginning of June 176 5,. 
and before the regulations for the notorious monopoly of fait were 
made public at Calcutta, a fecret partnerfhip was formed between 
Lord Clive, Mr. Sumner, Mr. Vereljl, and Mr. Sykes, for engrafting 
the fait then laying in the hands of private merchants: It hath 
alfo been fhewn, + that before Lord Clive quitted the government 
of Bengal, his fhares of thofe falt-adventurcs, under tne manage- 
ment of Mr. Vereljl, and likewife his third part of another fait- ad- 
venture, in partnerfhip with General John Carnac and Mr. Vereljl,. 
were fold by his Lordfhip, for a valuable confideration, to Harry 
Vercl/l, Francis Sykes, and Alexander Campbell, Efquires, each one- 
fourth; and to Claud Rujfell and Thomas Keljall , Efquires, each one- 
eighth concern. Upon the departure of Mr. Sumner for England* 
Mr. Vereljl, with the reft of that gentleman’s concerns, had pur- 
chafed alfo his fhare in the falt-adventures, fb that the fucceeding 
Governor 0 i Calcutta, and the Relident at the Durbar, had become, 
the principal proprietors in thofe falt-conccms, which were carried 
on, among other places, at Nattour, by the agency of a gentleman 
named lorn Lewis. In September 1767, an eminent Annenian 

* Page 29. 

\ Cuijidcrations , &c. vo!, I. Appendix, page 158* 

merchant. 
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•merchant,, named Parfeek An' a toon, filed a bill in the Mayor’s 
Court agatnft Mr. Tom Leivis and others, who were the agents for 
Meflrs. V : creijl and Sykes ; letting forth, that he had a contidcrable 
quantity of fait in his warehoufes at Nattour, and other places, 
under the charge of his gomaffahs, or agents; and that the fervants 
.employed by Mr. Lewis for buying up all the lalt in that part of 
the country, had applied to them to fell the complainant’s fait, 
which they declined, having directions from their employer not to 
fell it. That thereupon, the fervants of Mr. Lewis told the com- 
plainant’s agents, that the price of liilt was twelve annas per niaund, 
and throwing down a rupee upon the ground, by way of carncft, 
afterwards infilled the fame was a bargain, and demanded the de- 
livery of the fait. That the complainant’s agents refilled to com- 
ply with this demand, as the price offered them was not more than 
one-fourth part of what they then expected for his fait ; whereupon, 
the fervants of Mr. Lewis broke open the warehoufes, and forcibly 
took the fait away, to the damage of the complainant in the fum 
of current rupees, * 60,432. 

To this bill the defendant, Mr. Lewis , and Ramfunder , his 
banyan, appeared, and put in their anfwers ; wherein they denied 
the fcveral charges contained in the bill; and infilled, that the 
matter in difpute having been left to arbitration, had already been 
determined in favour of Mr. Lewis in a Cutcherry-court, at or 
near Nattour, To this the complainant filed his replication ; the 
defendants rejoined ; and the caufe being at ifliic, a great many 
witnefles, who had been prefent at the difputes and controverlies 
between the agents of the complainant and defendants, were exa- 
mined, whofe teftimony fully proved the fads charged in the bill : 
and by the anfwcr of the defendants it alfo appeared, that Governor 
Fereljl and Mr. Sykes were equal partners with Mr. Lewis in the 
pretended purchale. 

* Mr, Vereljl acknowledges in his + book, that “ this affair, in 
“ particular, was entirely under the management of Mr. Lewis, 
who had an equal intereft therein with himfelf and Mr. Sykes." 
In his evidence, before the Committee of the Honourable Houle 
of Commons, he has alfo J acknowledged that book to be his writ- 
ing ; and declared “ it contained a full account of the affairs relat- 

# 7,5001. fterling. 
t View of Bengal, Sec. page 22. 
j Reports of the Houfc of Commons, vol.UL page 463. 
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ing to Mr. Lewis but at the fame time being afked, “ Whether 
Mr. Tom Lewis was one of the Agents, for the partnerftip £’* he faid,. 
No. 

He acknowledges, that fuch was the pretended violence com? 
plained of by Parfeek Arratoon, as before related ; but he inftfts,, 
that the fait was ♦ fairly purchafed, and that “ the trenfa&ion, 
“ ftands above all poffible imputation,** becaufe it tatty before the. 
Cutcherry before-mentioned, and “ an award was. made in favour of 
w the purchafer.**-' — »But he has not informed the reader, ■ that--' 
this Cutcherry wa6 under, the power of his partner, Mn Sykes ; , that}. 
,tt was there known, that Mr. Vereiftzt Calcutta*, and, the Refident 
at the Durbar, were the all-powerful copartners in this, falt-tran- 
faction ; tliat their own gomaftahs or dependant-s were the perfbna 
wiio declared this contract to be “ a fair and legal bargain;" and 
that the injuftice tranfa&ed at that pretended Court, was the foun- 
dation of the Armnian\ complaint in Calcutta $ although to impofe 
t belief of the equity of this Cutchtrry. of Iniquity, Mr. V’trtlfo. 
wrongfully confounds it with the defoription- given by. the author 
of Coufider aliens, &c. of the regulated Judicial Court ofCutcherry 
iin Calcutta. 

He acknowledges, that the caufe was at + iffue in the Mayor*b 
Court, as before deferibed } but he fays,, 44 the plaintiff had. 

* brought the caufe to a hearing upon ex parte depontions t.” and 
he excufcs himfelf and partners, as, perfons § “ who could not be 
44 fuppo fed to be acquainted with the forms required , or preferibtd by a, 

* Court of Judicature."~~~~Yet MT.Verel/1 himfelf had been,, for 
a eonfidcrable time, qne among the Judges of the Mayor’s Court. 

Mr. Vereljl acknowledges, that 44 he || wrote a note to the Mayor ;** 
thinking his charter, as well as property affetted, and that he 
prel’ented feveral petitions to the Court on the occafion ; yet, as he 
did not appear upon the face of the proceedings, before the Court, 
as a defendant, or party, nothing could be more unbecoming than, 
fihe. Governor’s prefentmg fuch, note, or joining in fuch petitions,, 
except the great indecency of the Mayor, or the Court,, in admit- 
ting them feu be taken any notice of.. 

* Via* of BengeL &*.. P®g* 

■f Vertljl'i View, (sc. page 23. and Appendix, page. 17 St 

t lbidi 

^ Ibid. Appendix, peg*. 176. 

I Ibid, gage 24, 
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„ Jip fays, that* at * his own rtqutji, Petrufe Aratoon did agree to 
an arbitration, and chofe the arbitrators for a fecond reference?, 
but “ djftrufting probably the juftice of his caufe, he wanted to • 
t( infer?, as a condition, that his minifies only ftiould be heard.” 
But ?hP writer d- can prove, that Arataott only objected to the lay- 
ing bpfore the arbitrators the depofetious of certain witneflcs who 
had bout brought from Nattour after the caufe had been heard, in 
Agufl 1768, and which had been privately taken without an order 
of the Court , and without his having had an opportunity to crofs-exa- 
tuine them , 

After all, this caufe, the decision of which was put off in Aigrt/t 
5.7,68, upon the private requeft of Mr. Vertlft, who did not appear* 
as a party on the proceedings before the Court, was heard a lecond 
time, iu the year 1770, when, even in the Mayor’s Court, the 
plaintiff obtfUftcd judgment for the whole of his demand, witli in— 
tcreft and coils qf frit; and the parties have thought proper to 
comply with that fentence, rather than appeal therefrom to his Ma-- 
jpfty in Council, If they had juftice on their fide, and were fa 
much injured by the decree as Mr. Vtrelfl repre tents, why did they 
not appeal? And if the writer’s rcprefentations of this tranfaftion. 
Were to injurious to the Prefident, why did he not vindicate him- 
folf in Bengal y fence his conduct therein >vas one of the charges 
feirly and openly brought againft him by the writer, in his J me- 
morial of the 5th September 1768, on the fpot, where tha fa&s 
$oqld have been fully and eatily afeertained ? 

With refpeft to the conduit of. tlie Prefident and Council, in 
»heir double capacities of fupneme Juftices and Secret Committee- 
men, towards the Indian goldfenith, named Gocul, and tlie raer- 

* Ytrt\p ' s View, Of. page a4. 

^ Extra ft of a letter m» iu tie writer's pofftffm, umltr the Irani of Charles Sealy, Kfi-, 
Mr. VetM’* Attorney at Law. Dated Calcutta, the 19th December 1769. 

“ In the caufe of Parfirk Arratoon againft Tom Lewii and others, there are the de- ■ 
M pofition* of Son/aw and Kittinarainbife, taken by Mr. Brytr ; and the depolitloo of ’ 
« Kifntt Saran, which I believe ruuft alio have been taken by Mr. Bryer, as the fame it 

“ in the h and -wii ting of one of his clerks, although not figned by him. The matter 

•* is about to be fettled by arbitration; but Cogee Petru/e, who is attorney dor Coget 
« Par/eeh, objects to the above depofitions coming before the arbitrators, on account 
« that they were not taken by order of the Court,, aad that noiuicrrogatorits were filed 
“ to the witnefTes who gave the fame.’’ 

£ Appendix E. Nuua. XXXI. page 5l2v. 
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ihanr, Ramnaut Dafs, every word related by the’ author of* Coiiji- 
derat'-ons h ftridly true; although, by confounding and interweav- 
ing the tranfaflions of different period?, Mr. Vereljl has involved the 
truth in great intricacy. Neverthelcfs, the writer, being intimately 
acquainted with their whole conduct in thefe affairs, will find no diffi- 
culty in exhibiting the fafts clearly to the view of fuch of his 
readers, as may have the patience to refer to the authorities, and 
attend to the dates herein cited. 

Gocul Sovar’s complaint again ft Nobekijfen w r as originally made 
to the (hand [m v, at the Gcneial Quarter Seffions, held at Cal- 
bulla on the fourth day of March 1 767, and this Mr. Vereljl + ac- 
knowledges. He further fays, “ when the petition was delivered 

“ into Court, it became the duty of the Juftices to decide, whe- 
“ thcr they had authority to hear the caufe. Upon deliberation, . 
“ they were all unanimoufly of opinion, that a criminal charge 
“ between the natives only, did not belong to the jurifdi&ion of 
“ the Seffions. f. A ciliated therefore by honejl motives , the Juftices 
“ unanimoufly referred the complaint of Gocul Sonar to the Court 
“ of Zemindar, and the bufinefs of the Seffions being finifhed, the 
“ Juries were called, and difmiffcd.” 

The paper in queftion was a preferment, delivered by Gocul 
Sonar to the Grand Jury, then lworn in, which never came before 
the Court. The bufinefs of the Grand Jury was to examine into 
the foundation of the complaint, and to find a true bill , or difmifs 
it, according to the merits proved before them ; and it was the 
duty of the Judges, not to obftru£t the Jury in that bufinefs. The 
matter would then have come legally before the Court ; who, as 
Counfcl for the accufcd, would have heard his objections to their 

juiifdkftion. But this preferment was received through the 

clerk, not officially, but in a private manner, from the hands of 
one of the Jurors, by Mr. Vereljl, then fitting as Chief Juftice ; 
who, inftead of returning it to the impanelled Jury, for their in- 
quiry, as bound by his duty and oath to do, was plealed to pocket 
it. — There was no deliberation had on the fubjeft, except a few 
private whifpers among the Secret Committee-men, then fitting as 
fudges on the Bench, which no man prefer in Court could hear; 
after which, in an abrupt and hafty manner, they called and dif- 

* Cm fiJer Jticns % kc. vol. I. pages 95 1098. 

f View of Bengal, &c. page 25. 

X Ibid, page 27. 
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miffed the Juries. But fo far was the bufmcfs of the Scffions from 
being finilhed, that none was done ; although there were feveral 
JLngliJhmcn in prilon, then waiting their trials, for crimes or mil- 
demeanours. 

As to the Court of Quarter Seliions in Calcutta poffcfting no ju- 
rifdi&ion in criminal charges between the natives only, the Court 
had uniformly exercifed inch jurifdiction, from the full promulga- 
tion of his Majefty’s 1110ft gracious Charter of JulVnv. In .calcs 
between native and native, Mr. Canfttart judicioufly obviated Mr. 
Verel/i'i objections, by cauiing the petit Julies to be computed one 
half of natives and the other of Emopeam The former Courts of ■* 
Eajl India Directors, in their inftrudVions lor executing the charter, 
had couftantly given orders to their Prefidents and Councils at the 
Briti/h lettlements in India , that “ if a native duties the deciiion 
“ of his grievances by EngliJ h laws, thofe, and thole only muft he 
“ purfueu, according to the airetfions in the charter •" wilely forel'ee- 
ing, that * “ no ill effe&s could inring therefrom, but when their 
“ fervants wrefted and perverted the powers given in the charter, 

“ to ferve bye-ends and purpofes.” 

But in the fame f page where Mr. Pereljl dilputes the excreile 
of the jurifdidion of the charter again ft the natives, he gives an in- 
ftance to confirm it, of a man who was tried, condemned, and 
hanged, in the year 1762, for cutting off his wilds nole. Nor 
is he more fortunate in his affection, that in Goad Sonar'* cafe, the 
Judges were \ unanimoujly of opinion againft inch junkie lion ; for 
one of thofe very righteous § Judges hath declared, helore a C0111- 
mittce of the Houfe of Commons, in his evidence upon the char- 


* Extract from the Company's orders to their fervants in India, relative to the Char Ur. 
Dated in Febi uat y 1 730- 1 . 
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< You fay very truly that the that ter tranfmitted to }on w as calculated foi the bcr.c- 
It, eafe, and good legulation of our lettlements; and it is as tine, that none of the 
effects complained of, as aiifing from the charter, can with any juitiec or ltaion be 
attributed or imputed to it. 

11 The charter conveys to you the laws of England, and prefuibes the method of 
putting thofe laws in execution, and fiorn thence no ill dll eh ton Ipiing. hut when 
^ur fervants wieft and pci vert the powers in the tinnier, to hue bje n.di, and pur- 
pofes, and to accomplish thofe cuds a< 5 t inconhffently with thdi iovena:m wlvch bind 
them to ferve us faithfully, then it is that thofe confluence., eomplained of i,iuil 
md will naturally follow." 

\ View of Bengal, page 2 6. 

t Ibid, page 27- . ri , 

j Mr. Claud RuJJclL See his evidence, Reports, vol. I\ . pr.gc 332. 
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ter as it then flood, that “ though the Mayor’s Odtift tfahttot r*- 

ercife jurifdiftiou over natives, unltfs by content; the furitHit- 
a tion ot' Oyer aud Terminer extends to natives as well "as E'urb- 
Zi pcans .” 

The jurifdi£tion, therefore, of the criminal Court of Cutcherty. 
os exercifed over the natives in Calcutta, under the denomination of 
the Fowzdary, or Zemindar’s Court, considered conii’ftently with 
the charter, has ever been wholly illegal. It has, moreover, ever 
teen a tyrannical Court,; for however convenient to a Preiident, dr 
Secret Committee, the power therein cxerciied was never any other 
'than tliat of infli&ing fines, coiporal punifhmcnts, baUiftmVent. 
•condemnation To work upon the high-roads in cliaihs, and eVeh 
death, at the arbitrary will of the Deputy, or Deputies of the Pre- 
sident and Members of the Board. Such was the Court of the 
Zemindar, to which Mr. Verelfi fays the Judges at the Britijb Court 
of Sefiions, or, in other words, the Preiident and Members of 
■Council themlelves, uncmimdujty referred the cofnplaint of Goat l 
Sonar*, but which Mr. Ffioydr , the Zemindar, fays ivas * deli- 
vered to him in the month of March ^767, by the Prefdi/nt , 'vbho de- 
fied him to enquire into it. 

This complaint was no other than the original information pre- 
sented by Gocul Sonar to the Grind Jury on the 4 (h March 1767, 
which Mr. Verelfi had pocketed, alvhen lie fuddeniy difmiffed the 
Juries, in order to fereen the accufed from juftree. It hath been 
fhewn in the fir ft part of this work, that to account for this extra- 
ordinary proceeding, it was reported about the toWn, that there 
was a want of formality in the information, from its 'not hating 
been firft given, and fupported, on oath, before a Jufticc of the 
Peace ; and that the complaint would be heard and determined by 
the Zemindar. Informed of the objections which were faid to 
have been made againft the formality of the prefentment, and de- 
termined to feek redrefs from the laws of England only, the com- 
plainant, Goad Sonar , on the twentieth day of + March 1 767, applied 

to 

* Appendix F. page 477. 

t By an error in the piinting of the fit ft part of " Confederations on India affairs," 
the information of Goad Sonar was dated the 20th of May 1767, inlicad of the 
aoth of March 1767, which ha's given Mr. Verelfi occaflon for the ingenious doubt* 
be has railed (page 29) againft the authenticity of the copy of the information 
given by the author of “ Confederations," page 96. As Mr. Verelfi had free acc eft 
to the tecords in the India-fouft, if he had confulted the original paper?, but par- 
ticularly the writer’? memorial of the «th October 1767, (Appendix F. page 45 7. ) 

he 
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to Mr. Charles Ffloyer, who was at that time the nfling Juilict-, a"' 
tvejl as Zemindar, exprefsly to receive, as Jnfice of Peace, his com* 
plaint againft Nobekijfen, and bind him over to the next leflions. Thi ‘ 
application was made in prefence of Colonel Hugh Grant and others, 
as well as of the writer; and Mr. Fjloycr, after a lharp altercation, 
having rclu&antly confented to do his duty as a Juflice, fhi&ly 
* examined (Jock/ Sonar, with an evidence named Kifno, and fwore 
them to their informations ; which he alfo underligncd, in due 
form, as one of his Maj ally's Juftices of the Peace. 

In order to Ihew the propriety of the protended reference of Gocul 
Sonar's complaint, from the Court of Seffions to the Court of the 
Zemindar, Mr. FercIJl groundlefsly afferts, that the very few in- 
ftances of punilhment inflicted by the Britijh Courts + “ had lpread 
■“ a general alarm and for proof thereof he lelects a petition oT 
ninety-five inhabitants upon the cafe of one Raihachurn Metre ; who, 
in February 1765, was tried and condemned to death at the General 
Qnarter-fdlions. The -safe of this man, wh-o had been banyan to 
feveral gentlemen in Calcutta, was, that he had forged a codicil to 
a will in his own favour ; but being of a rich family and extenfive 
connexions, in order to lave him, ninety-five per Ions, chiefly his 
relations and fellow-banyans, were prevailed on to join in a petition 
to the Preftdeot and Council, who had been his judges ; wherein, 
after modeftly fett-ing forth, that the culprit had been \ “ inditled for 
“ and convibled of a crime of which he was intire/y innocent," they 
prayed the board to relpite his execution, until a report of his c.it« 
could be made to his Majefly in England, and his moll gracious plea- 
fore he known thereupon. The petitioners further prayed, that the 
Engli/h laws, by which they and their countrymen in the Brit/fb fet- 
tlements were to be tried, might be tranllated into the Bengal lan- 
guage. So far from having any averlion to the Britijh laws, the na- 

he would have found the true date was the loth ll.t rch 1767. Fortunately for the wri- 
ter's veracity, this error doth not affeff any laft that he has aliened. But it is more than 
probable that Mr. Vcreld knew this to be an error of the pre'fs, fmcc he himfelf has ;-i' cn 
Mr. Fjhyer' s minute (fee his Appendix, ptge to 1) in which the month of March i is fp> 
cilied, and wasalfo the grand mover of the proceedings at the Select Committee on tltC 
181I1 Afrit 176 7, when the Xemiit.hr' t fef>-,rt on this matter was t then into final coni- 
deration. With rcfpe.'t to the blank left in Mr. Fjhyer s hid minute, in ConJUcrathnt 
(page tj8), of which Mr. I'ereljt tikes -no-ie, in lm I'ir.u ef Bengal (nit’c 30), it was 
left fo, perhaps dcfignedly, in the oiigintl uu. >tc in Benoit, from which the wtiiter co- 
pied what he has there given the Public. 

• View of Bengal, page ap. Sccalfo Mr. Fjhyr ’ s minute, Appendix F. page 177. 

f Ibid, page 17. 

j Ibid. Appendix, page 177. 

V lives 
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fives in gfncral, ns far as they were made acquainted with them, 
preferred them to their own in all matters which did not affed their 
religious cuftoms ; but particularly the trial by Juries. If the Preli- 
dent and Council neglefted to caul'e fuch tranflations to be made into 
the Bengal language, as were needfary for the direction of the inha- 
bitants, they were guilty of unpardonable ncgled of duty, and vio- 
lation of juftice. But it may be fafely aflerted, that if the free and 
general fenfe of all the inhabitants had been taken, they would have 
prayed to be governed by any law whatever, rather than by the un- 
declared will of a Secret Committee, or the arbitrary mandates of a 
Governor. 

The other argument which Mr. Vereljl now urges, for the propri- 
ety of referring the complaint of Gocul Sonar to the Zemindar, 
* “ becaule the accufation related to the cxercile of judicial autho- 
“ rity in the Cajl-cutcherry by Nobekijfen, affifted by the minifters of 

their religion,” if true, would have appeared with greater propri- 
ety made judicially on the fpot, when the tranfadion happened. But 
the reader mull not infer from what Mr. Vereljl has laid, that there 
really exilled in Calcutta a regular legal court, with officers, minifters, 
and records, called a Cast-cutcherry, for the determination of 
fuch matters as related to the religious purity of the \cajls or tribes 
of the Hindoos. There was then no fuch cutcherry J nor can any re- 
cords be produced to prove it’s exiftence j but the adjuftment of the 
affairs of the cajls was a power which, upon the fubvcrlion of the 
country-government, had been aftiimed by the Governor of Calcutta , 
and was delegated by him to one of his banyans ; as in the prefent 
cafe it had been to Nobekijfen : a power, as delcribed in the preceding 
'■[ volume, which is of the moft tremendous confequencc to the Hindoo 
natives in the fettlemcnt, as it gives the Governor and his banyan the 
moft unbounded and pernicious § dominion over them. In the cafe 
before us, Gocul Sonar's complaint was againft this very Nobekijfen , 

* View of Bengal, page 27. 

j This word is derived fiom the Portnguczi t cjla, from which Language many other 
words have been adopted l>y the Englijh in India. 

;[ Coufidciations, &c. vol. I. page 83.. 

§ Upon this fubjeft Mr. Vereljl himfclt fays (page 142) “ The Mahomedan Governors 

** often take advantage of this principle, when they want to extort money ; and fo highly 
if do the Hindoos value their religious purity, that after they have borne the fevereft c©r- 
** poral punifhmcnt, rather than difeover their wealth, a threat of defilement will effeft 
•* * * § ** what torture has attempted in vain.”— If fuch the power of a Mahomedan Governor, 
what might not be effbiled by the Rnglijb Prefideat of Calcutta, to whom all other Go-> 
vernors 1a Bengal are now fubordmate l 


who 
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who was fufpe&ed and accufed of * crimes which he might have hccu 
enabled to commit under the cloak of that very power delegated to 
him by the Governor, which alfo ferved him as a (belter to let jef- 
tice at defiance. — The Zemindar, Mr. Charles Ffloyer , was one of 
the gentlemen lately brought from A fadrafs* who lharcdy under- 
flood one word of the Bengal language, in which the evidence mull 
be taken, on an affair that required the mod fcrupulous cxa&ncls ; 
while his Indian interpreters did not poflefs much greater knowledge 
of the Engli/!) 9 in which it was to be recorded. Confidcriug, there- 
fore, the power and influence which Nobckifjen polfeffed by virtue of 
his various + offices ; the nature of the Zemindar’s Court ; the letter 
and fpirit of the King’s Charter of Juftice, and the expreft orders 
made thereupon by the Courts of Dire&ors ; there was no man, but 
much lefs the fuperior lervants of the Company, or his Majdty’s 
Juftices in a Britijh fettlement, who, if “ atiuated by honejl motives" 
would have f o referred the complaint of Gocul Sonar , from a legal 
Jury to the illegal Court of the Zemindar. 

Let us now confider the conduct of the Zemindar, Mr. Charles 
Ffloyer> ill confeauencc of this pretended reference. In order to ex- 
planfhow he had got rid of the complainant as one of his Majefly’s 
Juftices of the Peace, Mr. FJioyer fays, in his minute of the 'fifth of 
November 1767, that he Jfigned the depofitions as Juftice of the 
Peace, by mistake, inftead of (igning them as Zemindar ; although 
Gocul Sonar's application was made to him, in the prefence of wit- 
nefles, exprefsly in his capacity of a Juftice of Peace, and no other ; 
and although the very information to which he lubferibed on the 20th 

* Mr. Vereljl fays (page 29) that the witnefles (meaning, it is prefumed, the com- 
plainant Gocul Sonar and his brother Ki/no) “ (wore to the rape of their fitter,” which 
not fa&. In the original depofition (of which the tranflatioii *19 given in the Appendix V. 
page 457) theexpreflion in the Bengal language was nojlo corrite, which lignifics to vio- 
late by depriving of the cajl , as well as by the committion of a rape; although upon a 
fair trial, it is probable the latter might have been found the ciimc. 

f Nobekijjen deferibes himfelf as being in Mr. Vcrcljl\ fci vice, and Mr. VercIJI acknow- 
ledges him to have been his Munfby or Perfian Secrctaiy, and alfo political banyan or 
banyan to the Select Committee. See Appendix A. Num. XXVI. pages 146 and 148. 
He alfo fuperintended the collc&ion of feveral confiderable dittrifts, as well as the affairs 
of the cafls of the Hindoos : by virtue of all which there were no bounds to his power 
among the natives. But perhaps, bccaufe Mr. Vereljl had another banyan named Gocul 
Gbofaul , he atferts (fee his note, page 28) that Nobckijfen was not banyan to the Gover- 
nor, in order that the reader fhould from thence infer that this man puffeded neither power 
nor influence. — Should we allow the utmott latitude to this equivocation, and admit that 
Nobekissen was the political banyan and servant qv the public ! did he 
not a& under the exprefs direction of the Prefidcnt? 

$ Appendix F. page 477. 

Y 1 ot 
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of March 1767, as a Jtiftiee, prayed that the party accufed might bfc 
bound over to the next Quarter- feffidns, with which, as Zemindar; 
Mr. Ffioyer could have nobufihefs. Neither could the preferment 
pocketed' by Mr. Verelfi, on the bench, at the Quarter-feffions of the- 
4th March 1767, have any connexion with the complaint on oath 
of Gocul Sonar , taken de norm, by Mr. Ffioyer on the 20th March 
1767, and founded exprefsly on the neglcuft that- had been (hewn to 
the former complaint*, although, in the minute above referred to; 
Mr. Ffioyer induftrioufly confounds one with the other. . 

Mr. Vereifl has not favoured the Public with the proceedings faid 
to have been held in confequcnce of this matter’s being fo referred 
from Mr. FJloyer Juft ice of the Peace, to Mr. Ffioyer Zemindar. But 
it is certain that the complainant Gocul Sonar, or any of his injured 
family, or their evidences, were never -hoard or examined' in tho 
Zemindary Court \ nor- could they ever obtain any information of 
what was done in confequence of Gocul' S complaint. The Zemin- 
dary proceedings, if any ever exifted, were kept with as much fe- 
crecy as thofe of the French Baftile or -the Spanifh Inquilition, every 
perfon concerned therein being induftrioufly precluded- from any. 
knowledge of them, as the reader will perceive on- reference to our 
M Appendix ; where it appears, that upon an application made on 
the lpot for that purpofe by the writer, he was within twenty-four 
hours referred from Mr. Ffioyer Zemindar- to- Mr. William Alderfiey 
Zemindar, and from him to Mr. Henry Goodwin Zemindar; which 
Idt gentleman,, in confequence of the orders he had received from- 
his luperiors, refufed to communicate to him any part of the pre- 
tended Zemindary proceedings. Nevertheless, Mr. Fereljl has the 
modefty to aflert before the Public, that + “ had Mr. Ffioyer allerted 
u a fallhood, the means of detection were abundant" 

But, from the conduct of (governor Yereljl: and, his aflociate6 v it ap- 
pears th«t, in their ideas of the admitviftration of itiftice, neither the 
Britijh Courts of Quarter- lefiions nor the Zemindar's Cutcherry were 
Sufficient for the determination, of the complaints of Gocul Sonar or 
any other man, againft: their political banyan , Nobckijfen ; for they 
finally transferred it into- their fclett department, where,, under 
oaths of lecrecy to each other, th.c plaintiff was equally precluded 
from obtaining juftice, and themfelves (ecu red from heing dete&ed 
in the injuftice which they pra&iled. tovvardsjiim. The candid reader. 

* 1-etter F. par. 34 to 37. pages 458 and 459, 

+ V.ie.w of Bengal, page. 19, 

would 
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Would fcarcely pardon us if we did not introduce him, on this oc- 
caiion, into the private recedes of our Calcutta Legillators and 
Judges. The fecret records, therefore, of the junto, held on the 
18th April 1767, upon this bufuiefs, which, have fincc been brought 
to light, are given in our * Appendix, where the reader will lee 
the mod unprecedented proceedings upon a pretended charge again ft 
Nohekijfen, for the violation -of a Brahmin’s + wife, which notwith- 
ftanding it had no connexion with the complaints ot Gocul Sonar 
and Ramnaut Dafs , is introduced, and artfully blended with them,, 
in vindication of the accufed, and to give the appearance of juftico' 
to the proceeding's of the Select Committee ; who, although com- 
poling only a part of the board, ami poflefling no judicial or legal 
authority in, the matters before them, dared to proceed in open de- 
fiance to their country’s laws, to pronounce leniences of imprifou- 
ment, J banilhmeit, and flagellation, againft perfons unheard. . 

As to the complaint of the merchant Ramnaut Dass, the op- 
preffions that he lufFered, and which have been fliglitly mentioned 
in our fecond § Chapter, commenced in the year 1765, under the, 
government of Lord Clive. The writer “ thought it foreign to his 
“ purpofe to relate" the particulars of this man’s fuftcrings at that- 
period, as being no way nccellary to illuftrate the ta6L laid before 
the public in . the firft part of || Conjiderations ; , which alone con- 
cerned the conduit of . the Prefident and Selelt Committee of Cal- 
cutta, in the year 1767. But as Mr. Fcreljl feems to-^f notice this, 
omillion as a- fault, we have given, in our Appendix, all l'uch ori- 
ginal** papers as have fincc come to our hands on the lubjeflof. 
Ramnaut' s firft imprilbnmcnt. On confideration of thole, papers, 
the candid reader will be forced to acknowledge, that the part Mr. 

# Appendix A. Niun. XXVf. page 14$* 

f The wiiter had evidence to prove, before the board, when he delivered his me- 
morial of the nth Oftobcr 1767, that the Brahmin woman received, in the Governor's 
houfc, the inAruftion of what (he was to fay before the Seleft Committee 

$ See the refolurion of the Committee of the 18th Jpril 1767, Appendix, page 15 5. 
la conference of which, one maiv, named Ramfurn Ghfe t was not only cruelly Hogged, ' 
but treated with the moA wanton ignominy, according to* the notions of the Hindoos ; 
having the lock, which, from religious motives, they prclerve on the crown of their 
heads, called Ttdyt, toed off, and being afterwards driven about the town of CahuiU - 
upoo an afs. 

$ Page 60, 

| Pages 99 to 106. 

View of Bengal, page^o. 

** Apjpcndix A. Num. XYi*- pages to 119. > 

KrJ/l. 
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Vereljl a<fted in the firft, does not redound more to his credit than 
his conduct in the fecond feene of this man’s pcrfecutions. 

A perufal of the papers here * referred to, will alfo make it unne- 
•ccffary, in this place, to trouble the reader with repetitions on the 
fubjeft. After the ftritteft examination into the matter, it will be 
found, that the firft imprifonment of Ramnaut , by the Prefident 
and Secret Committee, proceeded from their defire of procuring 
evidence to blacken Mr. George Gray in the eyes of the Company, 
or Directors in England. Indeed, the pretences fet up were, the 
benefit of the country, and the obtaining reftitution for the inhabi- 
tants find to be injured at Maldah , where Mr. Gray had refided as 
Chief of the Company’s fa&ory. But let the reader weigh the 
proceedings and events in his own mindj and oppofe the evidence 
of farts and the artions of the parties, to their pious profeflions of 
difintereftednefs and regard for the welfare of th# community, and 
lie will not balance one moment on the decifion. 

But Mr. Vereljl is not contented with a flight impofition upon 
the public. In jollification of the neceflity for fuch imprifonments, 
he proceeds to tell them, + “ the ordinary Courts of Juftice had 
“ not fufficicnt power to reprefs the evil. Had the charge again 11 

Mr. Gray," of extortion, “ been true, the Mayor’s Court could 
4 ‘ only have obliged him to refund the money, and the penal jurif- 
“ dirtion of the Court of Sefiions extends little beyond the limits 
“ of Calcutta." 

The jurifdirtion of thofe ordinary Courts extending to reftitution 
of property, and to life or death, what more would Mr. Vereljl 
have ? Will he fay Ramnaut, when confined in Calcutta by the 
Secret Committee, was not within the jurifdirtion of the Brit'Jh ■ 
Courts ? Will he ftill amufe the public by holding out the poor 
Nabob, and allege that the necefl'ary witnefles could not be brought 
from Maldah to Calcutta ? Or will he fay the Prefident and Selert 
Committee had not power to inftitute a fair, open, and legal trial 
in a Court wherein they thcmfelves would have prefided as Judges ? 

Mr .Vereljl confeflcs, that “ in J April 1767, Ramnaut applied. 
“ by letter to the Governor, for leave to lay his cafe before the 
“ Juries at the next Sefiions, now jor the jirjl time, accufing Nobe- 

• Appendix A. Num. XVI, ConJiJerations, vol. I. pages 99 to 106. Appendix F. 
Num. XVII. page 450. and Num. XXXII. page 513. * Vtreljl ' s View, pages 30 to 34. 

t Vcreljl'z View, page 32. 

i ibid. 


“ kijfen 
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“ kijfeit of extorting * money from him during his former confine- 
“ meat. + Afraid to complain at the time, he had ventured to 
“ do this at the diftance of a year and a-half, although his enemy 
“ continued in his former employment.” As to the complainant’s 
being imprifoned this fccond time, Mr. Veretjl lays, he confined 
him + “ to prevent his being tampered with and inftruded in his 
“ evidence, until he could be examined by the Committee but, 
continues Mr. Ferelfl, § “ this was not a fubjed of inquiry before, 
“ that Court to which he wifhed to fubmit it and alter remark- 
ing, that “ had the complaint been founded in truth, the Com- 
“ mittee could have done him ample juftice, and punilhed tho 
“ offending party,” Mr. Fereljl triumphs in the poor imprifoned 
vidi m's not producing his evidence before the Selcd Committee. 

The truth is, that Ramnaut was treated with luch inhuman 
rigour during his confinement, that not only he, but his witnefles^ 
were intimidated to the lnft degree. Seeing the plaintiff himielf 
fuffered fo much for merely lodging his complaint, they juftly con- 
cluded that his evidences had much more to dread who might Hand 
forth to fubftantiatc the charges. Some of them, therefore, quit- 
ted the fettlement through fear, while Ramnaut’ s relations and ad- 
vocates advifed him to evade giving up the names of any witnefles 
unlefs his complaint could be brought to a fair and public trial, in 
a legal Court of Juftice. — Ramnaut *s matter, Mr. George Gray, 
left Bengal in Fcbruarv 1766, and the noble Lord, who had been 
both the avowed protedor of Nobekjfen, and Ramnaut' s original per- 
ftcutor, had but left the Prdidency of Calcutta in the latter end of 
January 1767. Mr. Vereijl, therefore, is not furely ferious when 
he affeds lurprize at Ramnaut' s not complaining before the begin- 
ning of April following ; nor when he informs the public, that his 
complaint was not a lubjed for a BritiJlj Court of Juftice.. Much 
lefs will he ferioufly undertake to teach the public, by what law 
under the BritiJlj conftitution, the Selcd Committee could punifh 
the offending, and redrefs the injured party ; or a Governor of Cal- 
cutta confine a complainant, to prevent his being tampered with, 
and inftruded in ms evidence. 

* It appears, that complaints were made by Ramnaut of his being robbtd of money 
and jewels, in October 1765. See the depolition of Francis Peaiuh, Lfij; Appends, 
page 61. 

j View of Bengal, page 33. 

p Ibid, page 3a. See alfo Appendix A, page 149, 

$ Ibid, the note at the bottom of the page. 

6 Upon 



1-76 CONSIDERATIONS U N 

Upon fuch principles of juftice, however, the opprcflcd Ramnaut 
was referred to the Secret and Selc& Committee of Reformers, and 
by them at laft, on the 1 8th Jpril 1767, ordered to be transferred 
for further impriforrment and punifhmcnt, to their tool of a Nabobs 
as well to fereen from dete&ion, their fecret -proceedings concern- 
ing him, as to prevent “him from renewing his applications to the 
Rnglifh laws for redrefs. — * “ Tired with his artifices, the Com- 
“ mittee, at length, ordered this man to be delivered over to the 

country-government , that he might lie compelled to make fatisfac- 
“ lion to the perfons he had injured” in conformity to a + reiblutton 
of the 30/A December r 765 ; and accordingly on the 3d May 1767, 
being a Sunday , he was bound and dragged through the city of 
Calcutta away to Mwjhedabad. 

Thrice happy inhabitants of Matdah ! — Nothing could equal the 
humane feelings of this holy and compafiionate Committee, except 
the tender commileration of the pious Prclident, who, notwith- 
flanditig Ramnaut, in J “ a feigned name,” and by a “ villainous 
“ arti'fice ,” had bought of him, a quantity of fait and boats which 
lie had •difinterdlediy fold him upon the molt difadvantageous terms , 
yet gcniTouily refrained from receiving any part of the debt due 
from Ramnaut, until refiitution had beett obtained for the unhappy 
people who had been ruined by his villainy at Maldah ; and who 
had iolemnly engaged not to receive a rupee’s worth of the debt, 
“ until all the unhappy ftfferers, by Ramiraut’j extortions, whom he 
“ could not too much compajjionate , were fully indemnified /” 

But although Mr. Cerejjl has thus pioufly afl'erted, that not * 
fingle demand was ever made upon Ramnaut on his account ; that he 
bad poiitively forbidden any fuch demands ; and that he never had 
received, nor ever would receive, a lingle rupee from him on ac- 
count of the goods he had l'o fold him ; we have the evidence of 
Ramnaut' s letters to prove, that luch demands were made upon him, 
under the fovereft § threats of corporal punilhment, and even death ; 
and that thirty-one thouland, two hundred Sunott rupees had been 
ndually paid || by him, on this account, to Mr. Richard Barwell, 


* Vcrtl/Vi View, page 33. 

+ Appendix A. page 154. 

t Ibid. F. page 476. Ramnaut informed the writer, that the bargain for the fait 
was made by hnn in Mr. Verctjl\ prefence, although fet down in the name of his bro- 
thel ISonvanJa/s, according to a cuflom of the ciuatrj. See Apj cndlx, page 5 1 6- 
jj Cwftdirationt, vol. I. page J04, 

|| Ibid. ,Mo Appendix F. page j 5. 


to 
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to whom Mr. Verclji had configncd his lalt. — It is true, Mr. Verdj} 
calls the letter laft referred to a * * * § fuppofed letter from Ramnaut, 
notwithftanding the original was delivered in to the board at Cal- 
cutta, with the writer’s memorial of the + 5th September 1 768, and 
together with the other letter therein J inferted, which is Rill in 
his pofleflion, was then ready to be authenticated and proved. — But 
left it may not be permitted us to oppofe the evidence of letters 
from fuch an infidel Hindoo as Ramnaut, to the teftimony of fo good 
a chriftian as Mr. Verelft , we have Hill the evidence ot § Mr. Har- 
well, through whom the money was received ; and if that Ihould 
fail us, we have yet the teftimony of the || Soled Committee of the 
18th April 1767, to which Mr. yereljl himfelf lublcribed; alio an 
original account of his demand made up and tranlinittcd to Ramruiut 
by Mr. Verelfth banyan, and a letter ** from Mabommed Reza 
Khawn, which was received by Mr. Verelf on the ift ot Augujl 
1 768 ; to prove, that the mojl prejjing demands were made upon Ram- 
naut for Mr. VerelJTs debt, of which, as there now only ++ remains 
a part unpaid, with a good faith we might conclude, that all the 
injured inhabitants at Maldah have been fully indemnified ! 

Much more might be laid to expofe the inconfiftency, and prove 
the injuftice of the proceedings of the Prelident and Selcd Com- 
mittee of Calcutta, upon the complaints of Gocul Sonar and Ram- 
naut Daft. But after the unprejudiced reader has peruled and con- 
fidered what has been already laid before him, together with the 
papers herein referred to, the refledions which, from the plain evi- 
dence of fads, will naturally ariie in his mind, will be more than 
fufficient to (hock his humanity. We will, therefore, now pafs on 
to the affair of Alexander Jephfon, Elq; which was fubmitted to the 
public by the author of \\ Confiderations, in order to (hew the irre- 
gularity of the proceedings of the Mayor’s Court ot Calcutta, and 
not the interference of the Prefident and Council with the Courts 
of Juftice. 

* View of Bengal, page 33, at bottom, 

t Appendix F. page 514. 

t Ibid, page 513. 

§ Confiderations , vol. I. note at bottom of page 10;. 

B Appeodix A. page 1 5 1 . 
f Ibid. F. page 514. 

** Ibid. B. Num. XXIV. page 297. 

•ft VerelJV 3 View, page 33, at bottom. 
tt Appendix to CoffUerationsy vol. I. page 43. 
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Mr. Vcreljl has fpared the writer the trouble of cflmmenti ng up 
what he has publifhed on this cafe of Mr. Jephfon. It will be a fuf- 
ficicnt expofition to contraft his own words. In one place he fays* 

* “ The Author of Confiderations, not contented with this happy 
“ in (lance of domineering power, produces another extraordinary 
“ cafe of Mr. Alexander Jephfon , where the Governor and Council 
“ > -(fifed to interfere with the Courts of Juftice. Mr. Bolts has 
“ given us full proof, viz. the memorial of an angry man to the 
“ Court of Directors. The greater part of this fiery is luch, that 
“ I, with Mr. DeGrey, know not how to believe the parties con- 
“ corned in tranfading it would admit it to be true.” 

Mr. Vet-elf lias cautioufly avoided attempting to difprove any of 
the fads fet forth in the memorial of the angry man, of which he 
here affeds to doubt the truth.-— Now let us fee what his fentiments 
were, at another time, upon the fubjed of this very memorial, and 
the treatment which had been received by Mr. Jephfon , as fubferibed 
to by this fame Mr. Verelf, as one of the + Diredors, in a letter from 
the Court to their Prcfidency of Bengal, dated the 3d of May 1771.. 
Mis words were thefe : " ' 

“ Par. 1 3th. The fad9 ftated in the memorial laid before us arc of 
fo extraordinary a nature, and the treatment Mr. Jephfon and his wife 
received feemed to us fo big with oppreffion-and injuftice, that before 
we could judge what was fitting to be done therein, wc thought it 
advifeable to lay the whole of tne proceedings before Mr. Sayer, the 
Company’s Counfel, for his opinion, which we tranfmit to you here- 
with, together with the opinions of Sir William Be Grey, theprefent 
Chief Juftice of his Majefty’s Court of Common Pleas, and of Sir 
Fletcher Norton, formerly his Majefty’s Attorney General, and now 
Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, on Mr. Jephfon' s cafe.!’ 

“ Par. 14th. It is with much concern and indiguation that wc 
obferve our Courts of Juftice proftituted to filch purpofes as muft 
carry with them not only an indelible reproach to the Courts them? 
(lives, but to that Government by which they were inftituted. And 
that wc may intirely acquit ourfelvcs of giving the leaf!: countenance 
to fuch illegal ads, we enjoin you immediately to receive Mr. Jcph- 

* View of Bengal , page' 24. 

+ The Directors who fubferibed this letter were, John Purling ; George Dudley , Tho- 
mas Rous , John Woodhoufe, John Manjhip, Frederick Pigou, Henry Savage, William 
James , John Roberts, Edward Wheler , Henry Fletcher , George Cuming, J, Hurlock, 
Harry Verelfl , John M'uhic , Daniel li ier, John Harrifon , Peter Du Cane jun. James- 
Cockhurn , and Lawrence Sulivan , Efquires. See the letter Here referred tOmore at large. 
Reports of the Houfe of Commons, vol. IV. pages 341 and 342, 

* ’ 4 fotis 
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./»»’$ appeal whenever he (hall prclint the fame, that you enquire 
ftridly and minutely into the circumftances of lib complaints, and 
caule full and ample juftice to be done therein.” 

“ Par. 15th. After having thus exprefl'ed our abhorrence of pro- 
ceedings carrying on the face of them fuch evident marks of opprel- 
fion, we trull that you will in future prevent any further complaints 
of this nature againft yourfelvcs ; and that on the prefent occalion 
you will without favour or afl’edion put in execution the advice of 
our Counfel, if l'atisfaflory evidence can be obtained of fuch intblcnt 
* declarations being uttered from the bench as are laid to the charge 
of thole fitting Upon it to adminilter juftice under the laws of England, 
and thole laws only.” 

■ It is hoped the candid reader will find the foregoing detail to con- 
tain a complete vindication of the veracity of the Author of Conjn/era- 
tions , £sV. rcfpe&ing what he has fubmitted to the Public on the 
matters treated of in this chapter t and that it will be found equally 
to Hand the teft of future time, unimpeachable. We will now pre- 
fume to fubmit a few cur liny remarks to his conlideration on the 
practicability of making the Eajl Indians happy under the laws of 
Great Britain. 

Much hath been laid on the impolfibility of introducing the Euglijb 
laws among the natives in Bengal; although no judicious man ac- 
quainted with India ever yet adopted the idea of an univcrlal intro- 
duction of luch laws. The truth is, that the men who have made 
the greateft clamour upon this luliject have been fuch as wilhed not 
to fee any law at all introduced, that they and their friends might 
have the greater latitude left for continuing to govern or plunder at 
will with impunity. Among the foremou of fuch writers appears 
Mr. Vereljl, who, in order to deter the Lcgillature from introducing 
any part of the Britijl) code among the Indians, rcprclents them, 

* The declarations alluded to in this paragraph, as uttered from the bench, refer to a 
■charge contained in the memorial of Mr. Jepbfon to the Eajl India Directors (which wag 
hrft publifhed in Conjiderations , Appendix, page 43. and aftei wards in the Reports 

of the Houfe of Commons, vol. IV. page 338.) ngainft Cornelius Goodwin , Efq; late Mayqr 
of Calcutta, that when fitting in judgment he had declared “ they had nothing to do with 
“ the laws of England there, uor would he fo much as hear them named while he fat upon 
« the bench.” As this affair was fir ft givcu to the Public in Conjiderations, i$c. the 
writer has thought it incumbent on him to exhibit the termination of it. He has there- 
fore given Mr, Goodwin % juftificatiou before the Governor and Council at Calcutta in Janu- 
ary 1772, as taken from the feventh Report of the Secret Committee of the Houfe of 
Commons, made on the 6th May 1773, together with the memorial of Mr. RichardlVlnt- 
tal, on the fame fubjeft, as delivered to the Honourable Chairman of that Committee on 
the in\\Junc 1773. See Appendix A. Num. LUI. page 367, andNum.LlV. page^. 

Z 2 contrary 
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contrary to fact, as an ignorant uncivilized people. He deduces his 
laboured arguments from the intricate fyftems of prefumption and 
* implication, derived from antiquity, in the Englijh law, and en- 
deavours to frighten the reader with the long + train of one hundred 
and fixty capital felonies created by Britijb A&s of Parliament* 
Not contorted with this, he is pleated to aflert, that in Bengal the 
people do not even J fuppofe juftice due from the magiftratc, and 
that § “ we might as well tranfplant the full-grown oak to the banks 
“ of the Ganges , as dream that any part of a code, matured by the 
“ patient labours of fuccelfive judges and legiflators in this, ifland,. 
“ can poflibly coalefce with the cuftoms of Bengal'' 

Happily for the natives of India , the cloven foot at laft appears* 
|| “ Let Britijf) laws,” fays Mr. Vereljl , “ be adopted in Bengal , the- 
“ Prelident of our fettlemcnt will poflefs neither power nor preroga* 
** the, but will fink to a level with the meaneft.” 

It is admitted, were the Englijh laws, with all the intricacies inci- 
dent to their complex adminiftration, and the fhoals of lawyers ne- 
ceflary to uphold tneir “ glorious uncertainty ," to be introduced among 
the fubjugated natives ox India, they would labour under misfortunes 
much greater than any that have yet befallen them : for the Hindoos, 
too, have their code, which has been equally matured by the wif- 
dom of ages, and is as fuitable to them as their climate is adapted to- 
the foil they tread. When time {hall again have cleared the Hindoo 
lyftcm from the ruins of fucceflivc revolutions, and from the dark- 
nefs wherewith it has been obfeured by the difficulties of a dead lan- 
guage unknown to the whole world, or by the prieftcraft and igno- 
rance of the modern Brahmins, perhaps the more we learn of it, the 
more we fhall admire it. With the Hindoo or the Mahommedan fyl- 
tem it would, therefore, be equally as impolitic as it is unneceflary 
to interfere. ■ . 

But although there is no neceffity for tranfplanting the whole 
trunk, much lei’s any of the decayed branches, nor any profpedt of 
their flourilhing on the banks- of the Ganges ; yet the grand Ihoot 
and main fupport of the Britijb full-grown oak would take root and 
proi'per in any climate ; and particularly in Bengal, at this crifis, if 
the prerogative , as Mr. Vereljl calls it, of the Governors, be not 

* View of Bengal, page 136* 
t Ibid, page 141. 
t Ibid, note, page 136. 

$ Ibid, page 134. 
j Ibid, page 140, 
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purpofely exerted to prevent it’s growth. — We mean the trial by 
Juries. 

The great riik to which the natives in the interior provinces are 
expofed is from the Engli/h gentlemen becoming the only merchants 
and the Cupreine judges, as well as collectors, in the diftrids under 
their fuperintendency ; which, as hath been particularly mentioned' 
in the * preceding volume, U Co eafily in their power from the au- 
thority and influence they pofiefs. The Britijh legiflature, however, 
tan eafily prevent thoCe evils, by enading that no European fhall pre- 
fide in any of the inland Courts, and by fixing the native Judges in 
their offices for fife, to be irremoveable, except only for malverfa- 
tion, by the fame fupreme power at Calcutta which may appoint 
them. 

• The Eajl Indians have alCo an immemorial cuftom of deciding’ dif- 
ferences among themfelves by arbitrators mutually chofen, which 
cannot be too much encouraged. This, as well as the trial by Ju- 
ries, might be adajited, by the Eritijh legiflature, to the diCpoiitions 
of the people, and to tire relation in which they ftand to their prefenc 
conquerors, without interfering with their caps, or with any of 
their cuftoms, civil or religious;- and might with equal cafe be pro- 
mulgated throughout the conquered provinces. None of the Hindoos, 
except a few of the Brahmins, know any thing of the Samfcrit or 
Shanfcrit language, in which their Sbo/lrZs arc written ; and few of 
the Makommedans in India , except their Muftys, Kazys, and Pricfts,. 
uiderftand Arabick , in which the Koran is written : by which 
books they are refpedively guided. An Engli/h Ad of Parliament, 
confined to the beforementioned objeds, and adapted to the fituations 
of the Hindoo and Mahommedan natives of Bengal, might with little 
difficulty be tranfkted and printed in the Bengal language, which 
would be a method of promulgation far preferable to a Pcrfian tranf* 
lation, as it would be proportionate to the capacities of the lower 
clafles of the people, on whom the agriculture and manufadures of 
the country wholly depend. 

For the purpofes of thefe grand outlines of juflice which the wri- 
ter has prelumed to mention, it -is not nectflary to embarrafs the- 
queftion with difquifitions on the ancient power of the Nazim or the- 
Dcwan, which no longer lubfift ; with definitions of the names of 
the Hindoo or Mahommedan magiflrates, and of their refpedive 
powers ; or with details of their particular laws or ulages. The-lt- 


• Coufideratkns, See. vol. I. page i6j, 
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might be fiffly left to the native Judges, of whom at leaft fifty 
might hi- , j.j'ointcd with annual fabrics, at lefs cx]>cncc to Govern- 
ment than one Kuropcan. 

When the wifdom of the Lcgiflatnre (hall no longer think it ex- 
pedient or honourable for the Sovereign of Great Britain to appear to 
hold kingdoms of the acknowledged dependant creatures of the fer- 
vants of a commercial l'ociety of his own fubjc&s; and when the 
beforementioned modes of decifion among the natives, by Juries, 
Arbitrators, and Judges of their own, mall be thus adopted and 
eftablifhed as fundamental and immutable laws throughout the Bengal 
provinces, under an add of the Britijh legiflature, to be carried into 
execution by the Court of Juftice lately effablilhcd ; there will be an 
cffe&ual hop put to the repetition of thole feenes of anarchy which 
have enabled * “ the banyans of Enep'xlh gentlemen, wherever they ref tie, 
“ intirely to govern the Courts of Judicature, and frequently to fit as Judges 
“ in thofe Courts and which have even furnilhed opportunities for 
a menial domeftic of the Chief at a fubordinate faftory, of his own 
afliimed authority, to hold Cutcherry-courts, to decide differences and 
inflid corporal + punifhments at will. The natives would receive 
fuch laws with infinite latisfadion ; and as they would prove the 
belt checks that can be devifed, to guard them againft the oppreffion 
of their rulers, they would all'o make the heft amends to thole na- 
tives for what they have fuffered, by laying the fureft foundation for 
their future happiyfefs. 

• See the Reports of the Secret Committee of the Houfe of Commons 1773, vol. IV. 
page 325. 

t tionejham Da/s, the Munjby or Per/ian Secretary, lately gone out with the Judges 
to Bengal , was one who had received a fevere flagellation at fuch a Cutchcrry, by a de- 
cree ot the Khanfumah or Butler to Mr. 'Thomas Kumbold , during the chicffhip of that 
gentiemau at Patna , upon the occafioa of a quarrel with one of the Khanfumah '$ com- 
rades. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Remarks bn the Writer’s Case ; with a Reputation of fuch 
Charges brought againft him in Mr. Verelst’s View, as 
are not noticed in the other Parts of this Work. 

I N all attempts to perplex or mifguide the public judgment, 
plaufible artifice will be employed for the purpofe of dilguifing 
trutn, or fpecious fallacy ufcd for evading it. 

Without furniihing a tingle proof in fupport of his affertions. 
Governor Vereljl * accufes the author of Conf derations, of having 
ftudioufly involved his work in confufion and perplexity. Yet did 
the man he attacks arrange his matter under diftiinft chapters, for 
the fake of precifion, and to avoid the confufion which is apt to 
arife from a more diffufed mode of writing ; in which the Gover- 
nor, on the contrary, feems truly to have imitated the fcuttlc-filh, 
by fouling the current of argument to facilitate his efcape. In 
what is called an Intro dull ion to his work, Mr. Vereljl, and his 
afliffants, have jumbled together the different tranfadions of very 
diftant periods in one unconnected mafs. By fo doing, like cun- 
ning Sophifts, they endeavour to ffeal from fids into a cloud of 
vague declamation, and then confidently lay the fault of confufion 
at the door of their antagoniff. But this is a fubjed which it is 
unneceflary to enlarge upon, becaufe there can be no intelligent and 
impartial reader of both books who will not laugh at fuch accufa- 
tions. It will be happy for our Governor, if the reader as readily 
acquit him of the charges which, by his publication, he has now 
drawn exprdly upon htmfelf. 

He alks, + “ fhould a dilcontented man colled fads for the pur- 
“ pofe of mifreprefentation ? Should many circumftdhccs be l'up- 
“ prefled to give falle colouring to others ? Should a work of this 
“ kind be given to the world, when many perfons concerned in 
“ thefe tranfadions arc at the diftance of half the globe ; and when 
“ many now in England , not confcious of mifeondud, had no-- 

* t ' ne'ji s View, page a. 
t Ibid, pager 21 and 22. 

" clt dec! 
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“ glefted to prcfervc authentic vouchers, relpe&ing ordinary occur - 
“ rences , amidft an infinite multiplicity of affairs ? It will not be 
■“ expected that 1 fhould follow luch a writer through all his filth, 
4t indufirioujly code died." 

To thefe queftions it may be juftly replied, that it is highly 
abfurd to accufe a mao of coUe&ingfoSjs, for the- purpofe. of mifre~ 
prejentfltion. Nor lefs ridiculous and di/ingenuous is the charge of 
fuppreffing many circumltances, to give a falfe colouring, to others, 
without inftancing one fo fuppreflea ; while Mr. Ferelfi appears, in 
no refpedt, dellitute of matter, good or bad, falfe or true, for en- 
deavouring to blacken his opponent 

But it may be alked, did Mr. Verelfi, or any of the Seleft Com- 
mittee or Council, return to England without being fairly- warned 
of public accufations to be made by their acculfer, even given to 
them in his own hand-writing ? Certainly not, as hath been fhewn 
by numerous documents. Why then fo unprovided of means for 
vindicating their public conduit, in a matter fb vety important as 
the adminiftration of juftice ? 

Equally void of foundation is Mr. Vereljf s allegation, that many 
of the perfons concerned in thofe tranfaitions were at die diffance of 
half the globe ; for it is fcarce poffible to conceive-, that circum- 
ftances could have combined more opportunely, to colled- a greater 
number of thofe gentlemen together from fo dHfent a country, at 
one period, than have actually been on the fpot, in England, both at 
the time of the publication of Corfidefatiom on India Affairs, and 
fince. — Three refpedive , Prefidents, the whole Seleft Committee, 
the whole of the Councils, except one or two members of no con- 
fequence, together with their numerous tribes of dependant crea- 
tures, and otners, all more or lefs acquainted with the tranfaftions 
in queftion, to the amount of near Forty men, whom we could 
name, were to be found in Great Britain in the years 1772 and 
1 773. — Nay we will go further, and defy Mr. Ferelfi to inftance 
one fad pofitivcly afferted by the author of Confiderations , the vera- 
city of which could not be folly afeertained by vhd voce, or 
written evidence, in England , during the before-mentioned periods. 

With refped to fuppreffions, artfully intended to miflead the 
public, the author of thofe Confiderations can only foiemnly allure 
the reader, that he is totally innocent of any wilful fuppreffion of 
truth. Where he has not given whole letters or proceedings at 
length, it was becaufe he could not obtain them. The moft trivial 
information was always induftrioufly with-held from him both in 
India 
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. India and in England 5 although, a,s hath been mentioned in another 
place, Mr. V ‘ref, and the geqtleffien whom he employed to wiite 
his book, were allowed free' acdels to the Company’s records in the 
India-houfe for their affiftance. Nay, even after the publication of 
Mr. Verel/Ts view, frequent applications were made, by the Eajl 
India Directors to General Burgoyne , Chairman of the. Sc left Com- 
mittee of the Houfe of Commons, to exclude the writer from the 
Committee-room, in order to debar him from obtaining that infor- 
mation to which other perfons were admitted, in which he was 
much i ate reded, and to which every man had a right, on fo public 
an inquiry. Such materials, however, as he did ponds, he arranged 
in the beu manner he could ; and confidering the difficulties which 
he laboured under, the furprize rather Ihould be, that he acquired 
fo many. With better materials, could he have obtained them, 
his detection of the grofs impofitions on the Eafl India Proprietors, 
and the nation, might have been rendered more compleat. But 
all he now contends for, is the truth of the fails produced, and the 
juftnefs of the conclufions drawn from them. 

Mr. Fereljl s * charge of the writer’s making falle quotations is, 
in one inftance, grounded on a fuppolition of his having wilfully 
fuppreffed a fentence, in order to interpret the letter from the Court 
of Dire£tors of the 19th February 1766, forbidding the general 
trade in fait, beetlenut, and tobacco, as a prohibition of the mono- 
poly eftabliffied by Lord Clive, which not being then known in 
England, confequently could not be condemned. 

But the reader who confiders the + paffage referred to, and 
adverts to fails, will probably think this a mere cavil upon words. 
It hath been (hewn, that in the year 1 764, I^ord Clive reprefented 
to the Eajl India Direilors and Proprietors, that one of the great 
caufes of the untoward ftate of their affairs in Bengal , was the 
Company’s fervants and others ufurp'mg from the natives the inland- 
trade in fait, beetlenut, and tobacco ; and he therefore advifed the 
prevention of it in future. This bait being very readily fwallowed, 
his Lordffiip, with the Seleit Committee appointed under him, 
were directed to reform that abufe. What the'Direilors meant to 
prevent was evidently the Engli/h trading in thole articles, under 
what they called a “ forced conjlruflion of the Finnaun duty-free, 
in prejudice of the natives. But no fooner was hU Lordflup em- 

* VieW of Bengal, See. pages 8 and 9. 

L Cinjiderattcm, &c. rol. I, page 18k 
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barked for India, than he formed the plan of an univerfnl monopoly, 
in thofe articles, to the total exclufion of the natives ; which was 
afterwards carried into execution by the Committee, chiefly to their 
own emolument, fo early, that there was full time for any man, 
who had not accefs to their records, to conclude the Directors 
might have been informed of it before the 19th of February 1766. 

Lord Clive could carry no orders out, relative to this trade, but 
what were in favour of freedom ; and no regulations in favour of 
Europeans could be intended, to the prejudice of the Afiatics , bc- 
caute it was in particular alleged, that they were defigned to be 
made cafy in thofe matters. Whether, therefore, the Directors 
were informed of the monopoly eroded in the beginning of the 
year 1765, by Lord Clive and his Committee, as they ought to 
have been, or not, when they wrote the letter under confideration, 
is entirely immaterial, it being certain, they meant that their orders 
fhould be conlidercd as general ; for they no fooner did hear of the 
ellabliihmcnt of that monopoly, than they gave pofitivc orders for 
its abolition, and in every fubfequent letter repeated them. Had 
the wonderful worthies of Calcutta thought themfclves ever really 
authorized to eftablifli fuch a monopoly for their own benefit, 
would they have deemed it neceflary to bind one another, by a pe- 
nalty-bond, of three hundred thouland pounds, to an union, in re- 
filling any orders of the Directors for putting an immediate end to 
the bufinefs ? 

Another happy inftance of the writer’s want of candour, accord- 
ing to Mr. Vereljl, is, that he. has mif-quoted a pafl'age from Mr. 
Scrafton. Hardly driven indeed, for matter to condemn, muft be 
the critic who undertakes to cenfurc a writer on affairs of great 
important, when he turns fo wretched a word-catcher, as to cavil 
* twice at a quotation, in which the exprefiion was only varied to 
give it force ; without, in any degree, altering the fenfe. Nay, the 
author of Cotifiderations , &c. , could not mean to give it merely as a 
quotation, becaufe he actually incorporated the words as a part of 
his own lentenpe, and referred to the original writer for authority 
ef the fa£l, which he had fairly reprefented. We nroduce thefe 
alliances of captious cavil, out of a great number that might be 

• Vcre!j}\ View, pages 1 5 and 18. Mr. Scrafton' s words are, “ All our affairs being 

•• fo happily circumllanced, Colonel Clive, at the Subab’s requeft, marched to punilh 
" thofe Rajahs who had joined the Shahzadak." — The author Or Conjideratiom (page 45.) 
has faid, “ who had dared to join* •• & C. 
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exhibited of equal infigniltcance, to (hew the fpirit of Mr. VerelL 
and his afliftant writers ; 'and (hall forbear difgufting the reader 
with any further obfervations of fo trivial and ridiculous a nature. 

Mr. Verelji * repeatedly lays aftrtfs on the writer’s having allured 
the Seled Committee, that he did not intend to enter into any 
new inland-concerns in trade, or to profccute any hut fuch as lie 
had been then lome time engaged in 5 and alio upon his not having 
voluntarily departed for Europe. 

Enough has been already faid in pages 62, He. to explain the 
nature and caufe of that afl’urancc; but it is not lets ridiculous to 
reproach the writer for not having carried his intentions, with refped 
to his own private bufinefs, into execution, than it is ungenerous 
in Mr. Verelji, and his Council, to upbraid him with not having 
departed for Europe , when they did every thing in their power to 

render that ftep equally imprudent and impradtcable for him. 

By their fudden fetzure of the Armenian merchants, who aded as 
his agents, and continuing them imprifoned from March to Augujl 
1768, he was not ouly deprived of the benefit of his old contrads, 
for which he had paid the Princes of the country large fums of 
money, and of his property in effeds and outstanding debts, to the 
amount, all-together, of full fifteen thoufand pounds, but- he was 
thereby laid under a neceffity of continuing in Bengal, to adjuft his 
numerous and intricate accounts, depending with tlic natives of the 
upper provinces, and to pay fuch as had demands upon him ; from 
doing of which his Armenian agents had been arbitrarily prevented. 
This kind of jufticc was formerly deemed by the Eajl India Direc- 
tors an objed of fuch importance, that it was made an exprefs ar- 
ticle in the covenants of perfons licenl’ed by them to go to India , 
and has likewife been continued in all the modern f covenants, that 
they (hould not leave the Company’s fettlements before they had 
faithfully paid all fuch fums as they might be juftly indebted to flic 
black merchants, or to any other foreigners, or merchants, not being 
his Majefty’s fubjeds. 

In the third chapter, it has been frequently (hewn, that when 
the Governor and Council were fo very urgent for the writer’s de- 
parture to Europe, he made repeated reprelentations to them of the 
itate of his outftanding concerns, aud of the property of other per- 


• Vtretfi'i View, pages 34 and 41. 

\ See thefe covenants, Reports of the Houfe of Commons, vol. 111 . pages 176 to 
i»3- 
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Tons then under his management ; but they refufed to interfere, 
either in the fecuring, or the remitting to Europe of any part 
thereof : and the truth is, that the writer did enter into no new 
inland-concerns in trade, but fuch as were requifite for that fecu- 
rity and remittance. 

What Mr. Verelfl fays of the * timidity of the public officers, 
and the incapacity of the country-government, for checking the op- 
preffions committed by thofe who took upon them the character of 
Evg/ijh agents, is extremely ridiculous, bccaufe it is well known, 
they could make their dependant native-government do whatever 
they ordered, either with refpeft to the puniffiing, or the prote&ing 
of fuch agents. But it is worfe than abfurd, to affetH: iuppofing, 
that thofe who had no protection from the Company in their trade, 
and whom their principal fervants fought to hinder from trading at 
all, would dare to infult a foreign power, which could cruffi them 
in a moment ; or that fuch perfons could carry on any trade with 
cheating fuch a government of its duties, and infulting its officers ; 
or otherwife than by every fpecies of licit conduct, and the molt 
rclpeCtful behaviour. 

We know of no diferimination that need be made between the 
Engl iff: agent and the native, in the profecution of a fair trade, nor 
was any fuch impolitic diftinClion attempted under the government 
of the Moguls, or even during the adminiftrations of any of the 
nfurping Nabobs of Bengal ; though, during the latter, there were 
violences often praCtifed alike towards natives and foreigners. But 
trade, honeftly profecuted, can never be on too free a tooting ; for 
thofe who fupply imports on the cheapeft terms, and pay mod for 
exports, are the beft dealers for any country. The only kinds of 
dealings that are contrary to the found principles of policy and com- 
merce, arc monopolies ; which, in the Bengal provinces, as in- 
deed in all other parts of India where the Englijh power prevails, 
can alone be praCtifcd by the funerior fervants of the Company. 
The true motive, therefore, of the anxiety of the Prefident and 
Select Committee in 1765, for removing Europeans from the inte- 
rior country was, to have the field clear for their own monopolies, 
or fuch fort of dealings as made it their intereft to remove all checks, 
while the propriety of the meafure was pretended to be founded on 
the neccffity of complying with the orders of the Directors, whom, 
upon other occafions, they obeyed, or dil'obeyed, as they thought 


* Verelfi't View, page 30. 
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proper. ' There is no doubt but complaints againft fome European 
agents might be founded on truth ; but why were they not pro- 
perly inquired into and redrefled ; and equitable checks eftablifhed 
for the prevention of future irregularities, fince the whole power of 
legillative and executive government refted with the Prefident and 
Board at Calcutta ? 

But what will the reader think of the language which is now 
held on this fubjeCt by Mr. VerelJ ?, who, in July 1764, gave as 
his folemn opinion to the board, that it was nighly eligible, and 
even political, to employ Europeans as agents, in preference to black 
gomaftahs ; and that if they were guilty of offences in the inland- 
country, where the Britijh laws could not reach, the board had 
ftill a fufficient authority for adminiftering juftice by the laws of 
Hindojlan ? Certainly, general inveCtives on this fubjeCt come with 
a bad grace now, from a gentleman who had given fuch an * opi- 
nion, and during whofe government, foon afterwards, in Bengal , 
no enormities were legally proved againft any agents or gomaftahs, 
but his own. 

On the fame fubjeCt, neverthelefs, Mr. Verelfi has the modejly 
thus to proceed : + “ The reader who will carry in his mind, the 
“ diftinCtion ariling between the Engli/h agent and the native, from 
“ the want of a contronling power over the former, will readily 
“ conceive, the nature of that fair, open , and unrejlrained trade, in 
“ favour of which Mr. Bolts lo vehemently declaims ; and alio of 
“ thofe numberlefs oppreffions, groaning under which, Mr. Bolts 
“ accumulated, in the J] pace of fix years, a larger fortune than many 
“ gentlemen, who have rended twenty years in India, and filled 
“ the higheft ftations in the Company’s fervicc.’’ And in a note 
to illuftratc this text, 'he further lays, “ Mr. Bolts arrived in Bengal 
“ in the fummer of the year 1760, and refigned the Company’s 
“ fervicc in November 1 766 ; during which time he was only a. 
“ junior fervant, and far below the rank of Council in the Prefi- 
“ dency.” 

The charge here intended to be brought, if any thing be really 
meant, muft be, that the writer got his fortune dilhoncftlv, and 
by opprelhon. How far he deferves injurious reflections for aflert- 
ing the rights of licit trade and commerce, he freely leaves to the 
determination of the candid reader, while he proceeds to anlwec 

• Appendix A. Num. IX. page 25. 

f Verttfi' s View, page 30. . 

this 
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this implied charge, with as little polliblc egotifm as the nature of 
the cafe will admit. 

The fads on which his atifwer is founded may be all colleded 
from the preceding fheets. It is true, that the writer acquired a 
fortune of upwards of ninety thouland pounds fterling during his 
n iklence in India , as his books, now in the pofteflion of his af- 
fignccs, clearly evince ; but as he went out to India in the year 1759, 
and was forcibly fent away (tom Bengal on the 23d September 1768, 
Mr. Vereljl lhould have given him credit for eight inftcad of iix 
years induftry, even after allowing for the time loft at lea. Befides 
the fortunate circumftances attending the writer’s lituation upon his 
tiilt introdudion into India, which have been deferibed in the ninth 
and tenth pages of this volume, particularly his partticrfhip with 
two gentlemen in Council, at a period when the trade of Bengal, 
and over all India, was very lucrative ; the writer had alio very 
extenlive joint-dealings with moll of the *lervantsof the Company, 
who were then in the higheft llations : from all which he not only 
reaped confiderablc emolument, but ellablilhed a great credit among 
the native merchants. A ftrenuous exertion of induftry, with the 
concurrence of circumftances fo much in his favour, might naturally 
be expeded to advance the writer’s fortune very faft : though it 
was not in a degree altogether fo extraordinary as not to be paral- 
lelled by many examples in this country, or any other. With 

relped to the very low ftation, or, rank, in the fcrvice of the Com- 
pany, afligned to him by Mr. Vereljl , although neither merit or 
demerit can be derived from luch an accidental circumftance, a re* 
ference to the lift; of covenanted fervants in the + Appendix, will 
(hew the reader what foundation that gentleman had for his infinu- 
ation on this head. , 

But after quitting the fubjed of the writer’s acquilitions in point 
of fortune, at page 31, Mr. Vereljl once more relumes it, in page 
38, in the following candid manner : 

“ Mr. Bolts arrived in India in the year 1760, and we foon find 
“ him a principal figure amidft the groupe oj’ traders. The extent 
“ to which this gentleman engaged, and the moderation with 
“ which he conduded himfelf, will be bell known from his for- 
“ tunc of ninety thouland pounds, gained within Jtx years ; toge- 

• Mr. John Cartier, Mr. 7 homat RumMd, Mr. Charles Stafford Playdell, Mr. Samuel 
Middleton, Mr. Ajcanius Wiliam Senior, and many others. 

t Appendix A. page 49. 

“ ther 
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44 tber with the extreme eagernefs with which he endeavoured, 
“ upon all occafions, to degrade the authority of the government, 
44 and prevent any cffcftual protection being given to the * natives.” 

In the cafes of Gocul Sonar and Ramnaut Dafs, inferted in the 
preceding chapter, it hath been fully (hewn who were the men to 
prevent any effectual pro! til ion being given to the natives. It hath been 
likewife (hewn, that the writer’s trade in India was equally bene- 
ficial to the country and to the Company ; and his books, which 
are now accefiible to all his creditors, among whom Mr. Vereljl 
may yet have fome partisans, will alfo prove, that his fortune was 
acquired with all pofiible fairnefs : and that the medium of the net 
profits gained by him, in the mod: favourable times, never exceeded 
twenty-five per cent, per annum, upon the capital traded for. Thefe 
are fails which he cnearfully leaves to the unerring tefts of time 
and truth, while he invites even his enemies to the l'crutiny. 
Among Mr. Vereljl $ virtuous adherents in India , and in England, of 
all complexions, is there a man who can lay his finger on a fait 
that (hall impeach the writer’s honour, or integrity, as a merchant, 
or a Company’s fervant ; as a judge, or a private member of 
fociety ? — But perhaps the reader will think lie has already ho- 
noured Mr. Vereljl' s general declamation, on thele points, with too 
much notice, and that the writer’s greateft crime was the pofleffion 
of a fortune acquired by honed: indudry. 

Upon the whole, therefore, of Mr. VerelJTs implied accufationof 
guilt in the lpeedy acquifition of a fortune by trade, againft a man 
whom lie and his confederates have fo wickedly injured, without 
proving one + fait in fupport of his infinuations, it may not be 
thought improper to entertain the reader with a few drokes of re- 
crimination, by way of farther anfwer. The 

* Nothing can be more puerile, or abfurd, than the references made on this word by 
Mr. Vereljl to corroborate his afTcrtitn. He refers to the writer’s letter to Monf. Centil, 
and to the paper tranfmitted to Johannes Padre Rafael, which are given in the Appen- 
dix E. Num. 11 . page 347, and Nam. XXXVIII. page 379. 

f In a note, page 34, Mr. Vereljl indeed, as a kind of authority, quotes the writer ’9 
evidence given before a Committee of the Honourable Houfe of Commons, that he en* 
tertained 150 agents. As this may otherwife impiefs an idea prejudicial to the wiitcr, 
it is necelfary to explain' the matter. The evidence given before the Committee (See 
Reports of the Houfe of Commons, vol. 111 . page 287.) hands as follows : 

“ Who were the agents you employed in thofc concerns you entered into 
after your reflation ? 

A. “ I had above 150 ; and among!! others the two Armenians who have given 
evidence, but theie were only employed in collecting outftanding debts, 
and difpofing of goods and contrails which were on hand before my refig- 
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The * felf-praifmg Select Committee of Reformers, with their 
aflbeiates, the declared enemies of all rapid acquifitions of wealth, 
commenced their righteous adminillration for the reformation of 
Bengal in the month of May 1 765. Such was their afliduity in 
accompliihiug their difmterefted views, as we find by Mr. Vereljl'% 
book, that William Brightwell Sumner , Efq; who relinquilhed his 
pretentions of i'uccecding to the government, + returned to England 
m December 1 766 ; { Lord Clive and General Carnac in January 
1767; § Francis Sykes, Efq; the Durbar-Ref dent, in November 1768; 
and || Mr. Vereljl , who lucceeded Lord Clive , and was not worth 
tix thou land pounds in the year 1760, religned the chair on the 
1 6th December 1769. — Betides thcle gentlemen, who all returned 
with ■minifterial fortunes. Colonel Richard Smith, who lucceeded 
General Carnac, requefted leave to refign his employments on the 
7th February 1768, which was within lefs than three years from 
his return to India ; although he did not leave Bengal till December 
1769. This gentleman, notwithftanding all the emoluments of his 
appointments as an officer in India had been reduced to ** “ the fcanty 
“ pittance of /even hundred pounds per annum" had been fo fortunate 
as a merchant and dealer in politics, that on his return to England, 
he was enabled, from the overplus of his abundance, to offer, in a 
General Court, fifty thoufand pounds as his fobfeription towards a 
loan for having his late conftituents from the impending bankruptcy 
to which their fuccefies in India had reduced them. ++ Mr. Alex- 

Now this evidence fltould in troth have been recorded, I had about 15 ; bat tht 
writer did not perceive the error in time for its being corrected ; for although in the 
manner it was explained to the Committee-clerk, in the common acceptation of the word 
gomajtah, or agent, including fuper'ratendants at ail the writer’s manufactories, it might 
be juftly written 150, yet it is not true, that the writer ever employed 150 head-go- 
maftahs, or agents, in the fenfc it is applied by Mr. Vereljl, who well knows there are 
not fifty places in the provinces at which fo many head-gomaftahs, or agents, could be 
advantageoufly lbitioned by any Angle merchant. For his juftititation, the writer can 
only appeal to his books, now in the hands of his aflignees, wherein it will appear, 
there were not, at any one period, above fifteen different places, called Aurungs, at 
which he had gomaftahs ; which was nothing extraordinary for a merchant in (0 exten- 
sive a way of bufinefs. 

* See notes, pages 24 to 27, and Appendix A. page 144. 

+ Veretft’ s Appendix, page 40. 

$ Ibid, page 47. 

4 Ibid, page #7. 

| Ibid, page 120. 

% Reports of the Houfe of Commons, vof. HI. page 292. 

** See the words of Colonel Smith’s own letter, ibid, page 291. 

f f Vtrelfi's Appendix, page 68. 

ander 
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under Campbell, who is faid to have been taken from the lofty ftation 
of a critical reviewer; who was made both affayer and mint-matter 
for the perfection of the gold coinage and .who was afterwards 
promoted to the important joint-polls .of fecretaty and member of 
the Select Committee, for the convenient purpoles of his pen and 
vote, found himfelf enabled to return ,to England fo early as the 
commencement of the year 17685 'Mr. Richard Berber , in the 
month of January 1771 ; ana Mr. James Alexander in February 
1772. So, likewife, of the four gentlemen who came from Madrafs 
in the month of * * * § February 1766, for the fame purpofes of re- 
forming Calcutta , and getting money {lowly, Mr. Claud Rujfell and 
Mr. Toomas Ke/fa/l left Bengal in December 1 771, and Mr. Charles 
FJloyer in February 1772. 

The candid reader will, therefore, readily admit that, in com- 
parifon with the few gentlemen whom we have enumerated, the 
writer moved like a mere fluggard in the acquifition of riches. 
But if to have acquired a fortune honeftly was his only crime, he 
has been effectually punilhed for that alfo, lince in confequencc of 
the oppreflions of the Prelidency of Calcutta , during the admini- 
ftration of the before-mentioned gentlemen, he now fees himlelf 
without any fortune at all. 

But Mr. Vereljl alleges, that the writer was a “ great leader of 
“ {edition ; ana no fooner was Ramnaut J proved to have committed 
“ more than ordinary violence, than he became this gentleman’s 
“ agent, confidant, and friend.” 

It has been already {hewn, that the writer only attempted to 
aflift that oppreffed man, by putting him in a way to obtain 
juftice ; and Mr. Vereljl himfelf acknowledges, that § “ to prefer 
“ a criminal charge to the proper Judges, is the legal right, nay 
“ the duty of each individual citizen. — As to /edition, he flood 
fingle, and unfupported, to oppofe the torrent of injuries that was 

P )ured forth to overwhelm him. During all his. dilputes with the 
refident and Council at Calcutta, he never afked the affiftance or 
the fuffrage of any man ; and he defies Mr. Vereljl to give a fingle 


• They took their feats at the board in Calcutta oo the 12 th February 17 66. 

t Vereljl' % View, tic . pace 31. r , „ , J , „ , „ 

j Thefe pretended proofs were the private allegations of the Prefident tod Selcft 
Committee in 1765 1 and the writer did not attempt to aflift that injured min l* obtain- 
ing juftice before April 1768. 

§ Vereljl ' s View, <se. page 13. 

B b proof 
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proof of his ever having attempted to biafs any man's judgment or 
to influence his adions. His edition, therefore, was confined within 
the compafs of hit own breaft. 

Mr. VereIJi and hia Council, apprized of the futility of all their 
other charges againft this low fervant of the Company’s, hidden ly 
make him a man of great confluence, and at laft have recourfe to 
the ftale trick of afcribing to him dangerous defigns ngainft the ftatc ; 
although his profperity and fortune were more dependent upon the 
welfare of the Company and the tranquil pofleflion of their acquisi- 
tions than thofe of any other man then under their government in 
Bengal. — He had * “ by his intrigues endangered the peace of India.” — 
Afk them upon what they ground this charge, and they will tell you 
he wrote a letter to a + Monfieur Gentil, who lived at the Court of 
their ally, the Nabob Sujah al Dow/ah, importing that the King of 
England was going to fend a Governor to India ; or perhaps they 
will inform you, he actually furnifhed that Nabob with a leventy- 
gun | fhip, to oppofe the Governor’s landing. 

In fhort, upon a view of the whole proceedings of Prefident Ve- 
rtljl and his Council, nothing will be found againft the- writer but 
the moft ridiculous accufations, founded only on the bare aflertions 
of the very men whofe public conduit he had openly arraigned, but 
in which he never was the aggrejfor ; that thofe charges, as hath been 
fhewn, were clandestinely penned againft him, and no opportunity 
ever given him of juftifying his conduit; that he was even illegally 
removed from the office which he held for life, under the charter, of 
one of his Majefty’s Judges, without being ever called upon to Shew 
caufe why he Should not be removed ; and that, without having 
been guilty of any crime or mifdemeanour, he was afterwards fud- 
denly feized by a military guard, and forcibly tranfported from Ben- 
gal to England. Yet with matchlefs bronze doth Mr. VereIJi make 
the following interrogatory appeal to the Public on thefe lubjeits : 
§ “ Was Mr. Bolts (whofe whole continuance in Bengal was one 
“ feene of complaints, replies, reprimands, and contentions) tranf- 
“ ported unaccufcd, or unheard in his defence ?” 

* VereIJi' s View, tic. page y. 

f See Appendix F. page 481. 

4 This was the model of a fhip completely rigged and equipped, of about fire feet long, 
which the writer fent as a curiofiry to that Nabob. But as he has not yet difeovered that 
the Prefident and Council have mentioned it in their public difpatches to the Eaft India 
Direflors, be has reafon to imagine, that this charge, being the moft important of all, is 
kept in referve againft him. 

J Verejl'i View, tic. page 7. 


But 
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“ But tberc '(till remain a few charges that may be thought to, aflvft 
the* writer in his public as well as private .charafter, , of which it is 
neceffary fome notice fhould be taken"' before we conclude, this 
chapter. ■ 11 'V* ’ 

In the comparative eftimate, Viven in the firft 'volume of Confide- 
rations , &c. page 52, of the difference of advantages between Gover- 
nor Spencer's and Lord dive's treaties, in 1765, the author is ac- 
cufed by Mr. Vereifi of having afliimed *, as a permanent revenue, 
the five lacks per month received from the Nabob Najim a! Dowlah, 
which, he fays, by the terms of the treaty, were to be paid during 
the war with Sujah al Dowlah only. Mr. Vereifi will not ferioufly 
argue upon the facred obfervance of treaties made by the liafi India 
Company; nor will he give us an itiftancc of money that was once 
ftipulated for, ever being relinquifhed by them or their fervants. The 
writer, however, did not alfume that pofiutatum without good grounds ; 
for it was the irrefiftible determination of the Prefidcnt and Council 
to convert that temporary alignment, of five lacks per month, into 
a f perpetuity. 

Neither was the author of Confiderations wrong in eftimating the 
Zemindary of the Rajah Bulwanlfing at forty-five lacks per annum, 
as fubfequent events have fully evinced ; although Lord Clive was 
pleafed, of his owi\ mere motion, to let the Rajah hold it at twenty 
lacks , for the laft year of it’s being retained for the Company. — Bur, 
fays Mr. Vereifi , t “ if this revenue was fo extremely improvcable, 
“ why did not Mr. Bolts , a Company’s fervant, rclident upon the 
“ fpot, one intrufted with the management, intimate his opinion to 
“ the Council ?” — The writer’s anfwer is extremely eafy : although 
fccond in Council at Bandras , he was never confulted on the fubjeft ; 
while the country which had but juft been taken, under a folemn 
treaty , in perpetuity for the Company, was as unexpectedly as fud- 
deniy given up by Lord Clive, and all the new ftipulations finally 
executed with the utmoft fecrecy, before he knew a word of the 
matter, and before he had an opportunity of giving the Council any 
inch intimations. 

In the fame page (21) Mr. Vereifi farther fays on this fubjeCt — 
“ The eftitnate of Mr. Bolts is mentioned merely for the purpole of 

* Vcrc'jl'-i View, 6c. page 20. 

f See the evidence ol Ralph Uyccfter, Efq; one of the Deputies who concluded the 
treaty with the Nabob Najim al Dowlah, Reports of the Houfe of Commons, vol. HI. 

PW 3°S- 

{ Verdjl i View, 6c. page2t. 
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“ (hewing his difpofition to miflead. Thefituation of the Zemin- 
“ dary of Bulwant/ing would have made it a burthen, and not ah 
“ advantage to the Company, as the reader will fully underftand 
“ in his Further progrels.” — Neverthelefs, the Company were of 
an opinion fo very different from Mr. Vereljl, that in. their * general 
letter to their Prefidency at Bengal, of the 10th April 1771, the Di- 
rectors appeared extremely folicitous to regain the territories of Bui - 
wantfng, in exchange for the provinces of Korah and IHahabad, then 
held for the King ; efteeming the political interefts of the Company 
to be deeply interefted in that event. 

We will not follow Mr. Verel/l in his attempt at wit, on the fubjeft 
of fudden tranfportation, where he deferibes the + Governor of Calcutta 
as a rich tyrant without fubjefts ; having tranfported all the inhabi- 
tants, and then bought their houfes : becaufe to (hew attention to 
fuch matter, when employed to elude folid arguments on the mod 
momentous concerns of mankind, would be equally to merit the 
reader’s contempt. But among the many imputations which the 
writer is faid to have \ conveyed by the help of Italicks and large 
letters, that concerning the fudden deaths of the Nabobs re- 
quires fome notice. 

Mr. Verel/l fays, “ If Italicks mean any thing, thofe Nabobs who 
“ died fuddenly had their departure haftened by management.” — The 
writer confelles that he did exprefsly mean to convey that idea, 
which, with refpett to the Nabob Najim al Dowlah, was not only 
universal among the natives of the country, but had likewife reached 
the Court of || Direftors. Munny Begum, the widow of the late 
Nabob Meer Jqffier Ally Khawn, who perhaps was as well verfed in 
the intrigues of Durbars and Seraglios as Mr. Verej/l, although his 
political banyan was at the head of the Cajl-cutchcrry, aid herfelf alfo 
entertain ftrong fufpicions on the fame fubjeft with refpeCt to her 
children ; as may be partly feen from her written § complaint to the 
Board of Revenue at the city. 

• See parag. 47. Appendix A. page 157. 

t Vertljl' \ View, lie. page 9. 

t Ibid, page 10. 

J See the nth paragraph of their letter of the 16th March 17 68, Appendix A. Mum. 
XXXVI. page 177. 

j Sec her complaint to the Board of Revenue at Murfhtdabad ; wherein, although a 
Mahommedan, in the anguilh of her mind, fhe fweari by our Saviour jstua Christ 
that <he would leave Murjbtdabad to go to the Committee. Appendix A. Num. XLV 1 II, 
page 245. 
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The deceptive Mufnud of Murjbedabad , circumfcribed and infigni- 
ficant as it had been rendered, from * “ the penetrating infpe&ions 
“ that had been made by Lord Clive and Mr. Sykes” for the 
+ “ utpjledgtd Sovereigns" who were placed in it, ftill afforded exten- 
fivc profpe&s, with a variety of objeCts that might exercife the low 
ambition and avarice of fuch men as were Rationed to fupport the 
deception. It is true, that the fccret fprings of fuch acquifitions as 
have been lately made at the Durbar can only be effectually traced 
in Bengal , and therefore have not yet been rendered quite perceptible 
. to the public eye in this country. But the enormous fortunes which 
have been fuddcnly amafl'ed there fully demonftrate the immenfity of 
the advantages which ftill furrounded the Mufnud ; notwithstanding 
our author is pleated to aflert, J “ it was impoftible, confidently 
“ with truth, to fuggeft a motive for the perpetration of lb horrid 
“ a crime.” 

Unfortunately, no imputation can be conveyed, either in fmall 
or large letters ; but if, in looking round, it be not direCtly appli- 
cable to himfelf, Mr. Vereljl immediately fufpeCts his intimates to be 
aimed at. On the fubjeft of thefe fudden deaths he fays, || “ Left 
“ the Italics fhould efcape the reader’s attention, or as he might not 
“ know againft whom the infinuation was directed, Lord Clive 
“ and Mr. Sykes, in large letters, catch the eye.” 

Mr. Vereljl , who can fpeak experimentally on the fovereign worth 
of riches ; who knows, as a celebrated author expreffes himlelf, that 
they § “ always procure protection for themfelves, dazzle the eyes 
“ of inquiry, divert the celerity of purfuit, and appeafe the ferocity 
“ of vengeance muft acknowledge, that for the eminency of their 
wealth, iuddenly acquired, none deferve to be diftinguifhed in more 
conlpicuous characters than the gentlemen whom the writer hath 
mentioned. But it is not necelfary to the fubjeCt of this chapter to 

• Vide Conjide rations, Idc. vol. I. page 47. 

+ Dow's Hindojlan, vol. III. page 89. “ The Princet whom we railed in Bengal va- 
41 nilhed imperceptibly from their thrones. Light and unfubiiantial at the (hew of power, 
41 with which, as in derifion, we inveltcd them, they difappeared, like Romulus, but 
“ without a dorm. The benefits derived from former revolutions created a love of change ; 
“ and the Angel of Death, if not our friend, was very opportune in hit frequent vifits to 
“ the Mufnud. In the courfe of five years three Nabobs expired / and the unfledged So- 
" vereign, who acceded to the nominal government of Bengal on the — March of 1770, 
“ hat already enjoyed, ctnftdering the times, a long reign. Nabobt, to own the truth, arc 
“ ufeleft ; and they are dsfmiffed to their fathers without either ceremony or wife." 

t Verefl'i View, 6 c, page 11, 

| Ibid, page 10. 

j Rambler, voL III. page 139. 


enter 
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enter upon the difculfion oftljoft hjMou^bJj; ferviccs to which Mr. 
Verelji alludes in the lame * page. A^cor&ig to that gentleman’s: 
ideas of moral propriety, iucti a&ions as prove fuccefsful and lu- 
crative muff, of courlc, be honourable. Yet, however we may 
differ from our author, in characterizing, by very, opponent epithets, 
luch fervices as enabled a traiterous commander of a body of horfe 
to dethrone, plunder, and murder his Prince, Mr. Verelji has made’ 
it neceflary for the writer to acknowledge, in juftice to the noble 
Lord and his Durbar Refident, . that he did not mean to convey an 
imputation againft any European whomfoever, for the fudden deaths 
alluded to in the frit part of Conjiderations. 

Not contented with injurioufly endeavouring to bring upon the 
writer, the unmerited enmity of two luch great men as Lord Clive 
and Mr. Sykes, Mr. Verelji thus farther attempts to entangle him in 
a dilemma on this fubjeCt. + “ By concealing,” fays he, “ his 
“ fufpicion during his relidenee in Bengal, fubfequent to 176*6, he 
“ incurs the guilt of an accomplice, whether the fa£t be true or 
“ FAf-sE. If he entertained no fufpicion, let the reader give a name 
“ to his prefent attempt,” 

We will allow, that Mr, Verelji has made a great progn ' b; aca- 
demical ftudies fince his return from Bengal ; yet, without the 
low lophiffry of a collegian, this ingenious dilemma might be jc- 
folved by allerting, in plain EngUJh, that had the writer published 
luch fufpicion during his refidence in Bengal, suiiseqjjent to 
1766, he himfelf would have been difpatchcd to the Nabob. But 
although the practice of the period alluded to may be juftly 
thought to give colour to fuch an afiertion, yet, notwithftanding 
all former appearances and fufpicions, out of deference to the very 
refpcCtable authorities that have eftablilhed the fadt, the writer muft 
now acknowledge, that the Nabob Najitn al Dowlah died, of a fever 
in his | nofe. 

After enumerating various other crimes, which never cxiffed,* 
except in the brain of Mr. ferel/l, when, intoxicated with power 
and flattery, or difordered by the weight of a government, to which 

* Vereffl't View, be. page 10. 

t Ibid, page 11. 

% See the Reports of the Houfe of Commons vol. 1 IJ. page 325.—'' And your 
tf Committee fiftd, by a letter from Mr. Sykes, to the Council at Fort liitlinni, dated 

“ 8th May 1766, that the Nabob died that day; apd by a letter from Lord Give 

“ and General Carnac, to the Council, oftheyth M.<y 1766 that he died of that 

“ fort of fever tfat affefkth the nofe, and is generally foppofed incurable, ” 


he 
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he was unequal, he thm p*Up 4 s in his charges againft the writer. 

* “ Nay, in an information delivered at the Quarter Selfions at 
« Calcutta , upon oath, he there denominates himfelf a loyal fub- 
«« of Great Britain. Yet, when he is called upon, by the 
Englifb Eajl India Company, to anfwer for an interference with 
it t h£ r exclufive trade in India,, their 2ealous and devoted feryant is 
« not afhamed to plead, that, as an alien, he is not the objeft of 
(t thofe laws made tor the protection and ^fccunty of that Company 
<i in whofe fervice he went firft to India. , 

The nature of this plea of alienage, and the infamy of the pro- 
fecution which made it expedient, have been fully explained and 
expofed in pages 135 to 13s. Although the writer never ore- 
tended to be a natural-born tubjeft of Great Britain , he will mfitj, 
that during his temporary allegiance, he ever afted as a loyal fub- 
jefl, in the ftri&cft fenfe of the words. There is, conlequcntly, 
no fuch contradiaion in this tranfaftion as Mr. Vereljl would mfidi- 
oufly infer; but, on the contrary, his having brought his com- 
plaint before the Quarter Seffions, as a Bntifb fubjeft, ihould reflect 
the created honour on him in the eyes of every impartial man. It 
was meeting Prefident Vereljl and his Council upon their own 
ftrongeft ground, when, By availing hunfelf of his natural and un- 
alienable birth-right, he might, in the firft mftancc, have eluded 
all the chicane with which the charters and ads of parliament in 
favour of the Company, together with their own byc-laws, have, 
from their intricacy, abfurdity, and repugnancy to other conftitu- 
tional a&s, hitherto enabled the Directors to baffle jufticc for any 
Sen number of years, when they find it convenient to lupport the 
iniquities of their fervants in India. If, contrary to the laws 6 
nations, the Governor and Council had not chofen to admit of the 
writer’s refidence in Calcutta, upon the fame footing as other ahem, 
Tr denizens, yet, at any of the foreign fettlements near Calcutta 
he could have been received with open arms and honours, hatft 
evaded all the regulations made by* them for the government 0 
their own fervants and dependants, and have fet then malice at 

^ by the fame deftruaive inductee which, to the mi, fortune 
of fj jL India Proprietors, and of the nation, has mifdircthd the 

affairs oMheCompany for thefc ten yea« pail » " 

for the writer, every tranfaftion in which he has been concerned, 


« Vereljl ’ s View, Ve. page 34. 


however 
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hmvcvcr free from guilt, has bedkapn^twlly mifrepfefented. He 
has been blamed for actions which' merited praife; and even tho 
courfe of jufticc has been flopped, or perver.tcd, for the fake of op- 
preHing him ; while every offer of Inch fcrvices to his late em- 
ployers, as his linall abilities put' in his power, has been negleCted, 
either from party-motives, or for no other realon than becaufe fuch 
offer came from him. It was upon fuch principles that Mr. Pre- 
lidcnt Fercljl rejeCted the writer’s propofal of raifing * fifteen thoufand 
pounds per annum, clear profit, to the Company in Bengal, in the 
laltpetre trade, a branch which he the Prefident had preferred making 
over to General Smith and Mr. Claud RuJJell. And, upon the lame 
principle, have the Eajl India Directors negleCted to adopt the 
printing of the + Bengal language, a fcheme that would have been 
of the utmoft utility and profit in the revenue-department, and the 
only pollible means of rendering a whole nation happy, by making 
them effectually acquainted with the new laws by which they were 
to be governed. 

Having now gone through, and expofed the futility and malice 
of all Mr. VerelJTs charges, which were meant to affeCt the writer’s 
public or private character, it may not be improper to take fome 
notice of the J climax of defamation with which that gentleman 
finilhes his introductory chapter. 

“ The Governor and Council were indeed criminal. It was cri- 
“ minal, fora moment, to fuffer.the relidence of a man, who, in- 
“ dependent of other demerits, had correfponded with ever y rival, 
“ and every enemy of the Company ; who had engaged with Mr. 
“ Vernet, the Dutch Governor, to monopolize the cloth-trade of 
“ Dacca ; who had fcandaloufly evaded the execution of covenants, 
“ which, as a lervant of the Company, he was bound to fubferibe; 
“ who had attempted one, and actually fucceeded in feducing ano- 
“ ther, inferior lervant, to betray his truft, in delivering papers 
“ out of the office ; who had, from his firft arrival in India , car- 
“ ried on a trade deftruCtive to the peace of the country ; who, in 
“ fupport of this trade, had threatened the officers of the Nabob, 
“ and had iffued his proclamation in the ftyle of a Sovereign; whofe 
“ agents, by their intrigues in the dominions of Sujah al Dowlah , 

• AppeodixE. Num. XXXII. page 375. , . 

f Ibid. A. Num. LVIII. page 185 ; coataimog a fpccimca of the Bengal alphabet 
in the writer’* new projefted type*. 

J Vtrejfl'% View, 6 c. pages 4» and 4^. 


and 
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“ and by falfe intelligence received from their mailer, had endan- 
“ gered the peace of India." 

As every one of the formidable accufations contained in this 
towering pyramid of exaggeration, fo ornamented with exclamatory 
and declamatory flqurifhcs, have been fully difproved, it will be 
thought fufficient, in this place, to declare them all to be infa*. 
moufly groundlefs and fcandalous. Such general, vague accufations, 
therefore, without proof of guilt or in jury, can only be coniidcred 
as the impotent efforts of malice, to palliate the many grol's ads of 
injuftice and oppreffion which have been pradifed towards the 
writer. 

This laboured fedion is thus concluded by Mr. Vereljt s writers : 
“ To fuffer fuch a man in Bengal, was furely criminal. But if 
“ fuits are now commenced in our Courts of Law, if petitions arc 
** prelented to the Houfe of Commons, and unwarrantable preju- 

dices are induftrioufly fomented, what might we expert, had 
“ ample juflice been done to the Company and to the nation ?" 

In anfwer to this bold appeal to public judgment in a matter of 
much moment, it may be laid, that if it was criminal in the Go- 
vernor and Council to fuffer fuch a man as Bolts in Bengal , any 
guilt in them could only arife from notorious criminality in hint. 
Why then was not that criminality judicially proved upon him in 
Calcutta , where there were competent Courts for that purpofc, in 
which the all-powerful Prefident Vereljl, and his Council, would 
themfclves have fat in judgment ? It was a duty they owed, to 
juflice ; to their country ; to their employers, and to thcmfelvcs. — 
That they did it not, was becaufe they knew him to be guiltlefs, 
and that to Lave given even the fhadow of juftice to their con- 
dud towards him, they mull have continued the practice of the 
Seled and Secret Committee, have become thcmfelvcs the auufers 
and the judges, or have even counterfeited or forged fads, and then 
fuborned or impriloned witnelfes for evidence, to fubllantiate the 
charges of their own creation. 

Had the moil ample juflice been done to the Company and fo 
the nation, either in Bengal or in England , government would not 
have been obliged to relinquifh the 400,000!. annual hiijh-nmey, 
nor to lend the Company a million and a half, to lave them from a 
{late of bankruptcy, to which they had been reduced by the very 
men who have now the confidence to infult their injured country 
with public vaunts of their able and faithful ferviccs ; and who, to- 

C c the 
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the reproach of national juftice, hare hitherto been fuffered to con» 
tinuc unmolefted in poffeflion of their enormous fpoil. 

To the toft paragraph contained in Mr. E'erel/Ts introduction it 
will fuffice to reply, that nothing can be more evident than, from 
the fa£ls which we have verified, that all abufes in the Bengal pro- 
vinces, committed by unprote&ed people, could have been readily, 
effectually, and legally reftrained, or punched ; that, therefore, it 
is not to fuch perlons that the ruinous ftatc of thofe countries, or 
>of the Company, could pdffibly'be owing, but to the exceffive abufes 
of men in jxnvcr, and of thole protected by them ; with, at beft, 
the grots ignorance, if not collufive connivance, of lome leading 
Directors in England . — The public clearly fee who have fuddenly 
amafled immenle wealth ; and they have lately obtained new lights 
into the means by which it was acquired. They likewife behold* 
the prefent ftate of the Company : againft the evidence of which 
ta«fts, all the powers of mifreprefentation muft and will continue to 
be fruitlefsly exerted. 

Under luch perfections as the writer laboured, and with fuch 
grounds for complaint, when the Court of Directors had not only 
refufed him common juftice, on the frequent applications he madie 
to them, but even proceeded lo far as daringly to render ineffectual 
the folcmn decree of their Sovereign, by partially with -holding 
from him the invariably-ufed means for fubfifting in the office of 
Alderman, to which he had been judicially reftored ; and while 
they exerted every engine of oppreffion to injure him in reputation 
and fortune ; what could remain to be done by him, or by others, 
in opprefled fituations from the fame abuled powers, but what they 
did : — to appeal to the juftice, to the power, and to- the under- 
ftanding of this nation ? — What the rel'ult of their fo doing has 
hitherto proved, Mr. Eereljl exultingly feels, fuice, even parlia- 
mentary inquiries have neither fervea to criminate the complain- 
ants, to exculpate the aocufed, or to procure remedies to the evils 
complained of. And although fuch oppreliions, as are a dilgrace 
to the nation, have been proved to have been fuffered in Hinao/lan, 
from the excefles of defpotilin and rapine, pra£tifed by the ruling 
lervants of a commercial community, yet, from caufes only to be fur- 
mized, have fuch flagrant offenders, not only hitherto efcaped need- 
ful aud exemplary juftice, but even found advocates to vindicate 
their conduct. 

With relpeft to the writer’s particular cafe, he would have been 
more happy, if, from the nature of the Englijh laws, fix or feven 

years 
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years had been found fufficient for obtaining legal dccifions upon 
the fuits and actions which he was forced to bring again ft his 
oppreflors ; as then judicial proofs would have been given of the 
fadts which he has now fubmitted to public confideration : to the 
confufion of his enemies, the effedtual vindication of his own cha- 
racter and conduct; and, eventually, to the doing ofjurticc to hit 
injured' creditors. Yet, notwithftanding what he has lufftred in 
mind, in fortuue, and in his profpe&s in life, from the grofleft in- 
juftice, and the unavoidable defe&s and delay of the law, he is 
tappy that, after feven years perfecution, he has been able to force 
!VIr. Vereljl, and his colleagues, from under the covering of their 
own flimfy difguifes, to a plain difeuflion of fafts before the public ; 
who can now judge fairly of the conteft of fallhood ngainft truth, 
between that gentleman and the writer. — He means not by any 
thing he hath related, to addrefs the pallions of his readers. — If the 
peruTal of thefe {heets (hould conduce to animate thole who have 
it in their power, to vindicate the injured reputation of Great Bri- 
tain ; and, diverted of all national and party prejudices, to procure 
the eftablilhment of fuch legal checks upon del'potifm in I/u/hi, as 
(hall in future fecure the perfons and properties of their fellow- 
creatures, and fellow-fubjeCb, in thole diftant regions, effectually, 
from fuftaining fuch wrongs as the writer hath laboured under ; 
from which many through him have innocently fuffered ; and to 
which other perfons arc yet equally expofed : then will he conftdcr 
his private lofles and injuries as the lburces of public benefits, and 
even think that the fruits of many years toil, 111 the whole of his 
fortune, have not been faciificed, from the guilt of others, in vain. 
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CHAP. IX. 

A Vindication of the Author, on the Subjed of the Mono- 
poly of Salt, Beetlenut, and Tobacco; eftablilhed by 
the Right Honourable President and Select Committee 
of Bengal, in the Year 1765. 

H AVING written, in the fir ft part of Coiifideratlons on India. 

Affairs, a whole Chapter on the fubjed of the famous Mo - , 
nopoly of the trade in fait, beetlenut, and tobacco, eftablifhed. 
contrary to the intentions, and continued in defiance of the exprefs. 
orders of the Eaji India Directors, by Lord Clive and the Seled 
Committee at Calcutta, from the years 176510,1768, the writer, 
will be cautious of troubling the public with repetitions on the fame, 
fubjed. — But, as Mr. Verefji has like wife appropriated a Chapter- 
for the purpofes of bold denial, or entire nufreprclcntation, with , 
exprefly impeaching the writer’s veracity on this fubjed, in order 
to divert the public eye from fuch ads of a monopolizing and op- 
preffive government as, from the enormity of their guilt, Hand with- 
out a precedent in the hiftory of civilized nations, he hopes the 
indulgent reader will excufe his replying thereto, as well for ne- 
ccflary detedion of attempted deception, as in vindication of his 
charader as a writer. 

Mr. Vcrcljl had great advantages on this head, from having free 
accel's to the Company’s records. It was, therefore, fortunate for 
the writer, who had no fuch affiftance, that after the publication 
of that gentleman's book, both the Secret and Seled Committees 
of the Honourable Houfe of Commons undertook to inveftigate 
* the tranfadions of this falt-lociety, and have thereby amply fur- 
nilhed him with the means of his vindication. 

The author of Conjideratiom, &c. aflerted, + that “ the extraor- 
“ dinary (hares of the profits of this public monopoly, to which 
“ the Seled Committee gentlemen had helped themfelves, were 

* See the 4th report of the Secret Committee. Reports, vol. IV. pages 106, tic. 
and the 4th report of the Seled Committee, vol. III.' page 9 461 to 471. 
f Cwjuhr.Ums , & c. vol. I. page 178. 

2 “ not 
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not the only advantages they reaped from it. From the regu- 
“ lations which they, in their Select Committee, had previoufly 
“ agreed upon, they were firft apprized of the fudden eftedits which 
“ thofe regulations could not fail of producing, in railing the price 
“ of fait all over the country. They therefore availed themfelves 
“ of this fore-knowledge, and eftablilhcd a private fociety among 
“ themfelves, for buying up as much as they could of the ready- 
-made fait, which lay dilperfed in different parts. Mr. Ferel/ 1 ,' 
“ who conduced this feparate concern, and was one of their Com- 
mittee, -under the eloke ufually aflumed on fuel) extraordinary 
“ occafions, of its being for the benefit of the Company’s a If airs, 

«< was (at his own recommendation) appointed to a new and un- 
precedented employment, that of fupervifor of the provinces of 
“ Burdwdn and; Midnipore, where great quantities of liilt are pro-j 
“ duced. This gave him an opportunity of atjociuting himil-lf 
“ with the junior fervants under him at Burdwan, in a contrail, 

“ for delivering to the Committee all the la It produced in that 
« province t; which he accordingly did, as may he fecn in the copy 
«• of an indeuturfe executed- with the Committee on that otcafion^ 
—inferted in the Appendix, Num. 42. page 151.” 

“ The concerned in the faid private lociety, which was very 
« extenlive in its operations, were the Right Honourable Lord 
Kt Clive, William Brightwell Sumner, General John Canute, Harry 
« fereljl, and Francis ■ Sykes, Efquires, as 'may he feen in Num. 
«* 4 2. of the Appendix, page 158 ; which is a copy of the ori- 
« ginal indenture of the alignment executed by his Lordlhip, on 
“ his felling his own (hares in the public and private locietics.” 

As Mr. Vereljl has induftrioutly evaded anlwering a word on thefe 
luhjeas, we (hall take the liberty of tranferibing a few extracts 
from the records' of the Honourable Houfe of Commons, as they 
(land iu the reports of the^Sekft Committee already quoted-. 

* “. Having thus dated the orders of the Court of Directors, ( 
“ your Committee think proper to obferve, that the falt-fociety, 
“ which afterwards took place, appears -to have been originally pro- 
“ pofcd at fca by Lord Clive, during his paflhge to India ; and -the 
evidence upon which your Committee grouhd this fart, is a let- 
ter from Lord Clive to the Court of Dircttors, dated the ill Fe- 
bruary 1766. 


# Reports, vol» Jilt fage^^z. 
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“ And it appears to your Committee, from the evidence of (eve- 
“ ral witnefles here following, that in the beginning of June, 

“ being a few days after the arrival of Mr. Vereljl from Chittigemg, 

“ and about the time of the third meeting of the Sele£t Committee, 

« a private partnerihip was formed, in the names of Lord Clive,: 
“ Mr. Sumner , Mr .Vereljl, and Mr. Sykes , for purchafing large 
“ quantities of fait, then in the hands of private merchants.. Your 
“ Committee are- prevented dating the extent of this tranfe&ion fo 
“ fully as they might otherwife nave done, by Mr. Verelft dechn- 
“ mg to anjwer a ejucjVm put to. him upon that fubjefi ; becaufe , at he 
“ alleged, the Court of Direftors had threatened him with a profecution 
“ upon fall-concerns, &c. &c. 

* “ Mr. Sumner being examined upon the fobjcft of the above- 
“ mentioned partnerihip, informed your Committee, that,, feme 
« time in the month of June 1765, Mr. mentioned to him 

« his having made fome purchases of old fait upon hii own account, 

“ and, at the fame time, propofed his taking a lhare therein, to- 

gether with Lord Clive and Mr. Sykes, which the witnefs agreed 
“ to 5 that each of th$m had a cuiarterrpart, and that Mr. Vereljl 
« undertook the management of the concern, and the . keeping of 
“ the accounts ; that the witnefe fokl his quarter to Mr. Vereljl, 
<* about lire middle of September, for a certain profit ; that he had 
“ at this time advanced his whole (hare of the money required for 
“ the purchafe, amounting to £ 12,500, &c. 8 e. 

y Your Committee the*) examined Francis Sykes, Efq; a mem- 
“ her of the Houfe ; who being fl Iked, whether he remembered 
u any partnerihip between himlelf, Lord Clive, Mr. Sumner, and 
“ Mr. Vereljl ? laid. That a quantity of fait wasput chafed by 
“ them, the time he could not recolkft, but he betieved it might 
“ lie about two months after their arrival ; that the (aid fait was 
«» bought of many black people, and many EngJi/b gentlemen { Mr. 
“ John Johnftone, Mr. Hq/ling/i attornies, and others j that they 
bought it on their own private accounts, and that it ivas felt 
“ manufe&urcd the year before their arrival. Being afleed, why 
“ alley dealt thenafclves in fak, before they had proceeded to xe- 
** guiate the trade ? he faid, He did net know that they did \ previous 
“ to their entering oa the fubjeft, or lo the intention being jrob- 
“ licly known ; that this partnerihip felt was not fold to the iooiety, 


“ but 


• Reports, id. 111. page 4<Sj. 
| Ibid. 
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“ but to the country people ; that the gentlemen concerned were 
“ drawn upon for money agreeably to their (hares ; that the « if* 
nefles’s proportion was about a lack of rupees ; that the advnn- 
tages of the faid partnerlhip, to thole who continued their con* 
’** cent, reckoning lofs of intereft and balances, might be thirty pet 
“ cent. — He faid, that he did not recoiled who made the ptopoliil 
“ to Lord Clive relating to this partnerlhip, but that his Lordlhip 
■** was not concerned in it from the beginning 5 that it was begun 
“ by Mr. Vereljh, that the witnefs afterwards accepted a concern, 
“ and that, fome time after, Lord Clive and Mr. Sumner did the 
“ fame. And being alked, whether Lord Clive entered into rjii-- 
u partnership upon his own account, or for the benefit of other 
“ perfons ? he faid, He remembered very well, that at the time 
<l Ixird Clive took the concern, he declared he would not benefit 
“ himfelf (ix-pence by it ; that he intended the profits which might' 
<< arife from it, for Mr. Strachcy, Mr. Majkelyne, and Mr. Ingham, 
the furgeon, the three gentlemen who had accompanied him to 
“ India, Sc. &c. 

So far, the parties concerned have themfelves eftablifhed the vera* 
city of the author of Confidera/ions , &c. But the point which Mr. 
Verel/l and his friends have found hafddt of digellion, was the 
deed of indemnity exhibited by the writer, whereby the noble 
Lord and his Council engaged, under an immenle penalty, to 
keep up and enforce the continuance of the exclulive trade in (air, 
notwithflandmg any orders of the Court of Directors to the contrary, 
and to fave hartnlefs, and indemnify the Committee of Trade, who 
were entrufted with the concerns of the fociety, from the confe- 
rences of fuch difobedience. 

The fubterfuges of Mr. Vereljl to this proof againft them, are like 
the wily doublings of an old fox at the laft gafp. But it is impofiible 
to do juftice to that gentleman’s dexterity, without tranfcribmg the 
whole paflage in his own words, which are as follow : 

* “ A wonderful dilcovery is now made of a deed, an unheard- 
of engagement among the Company’s fervants, to fupport each 
“ other in a predetermined difobedience of orders. If thole who 
“ fo readily adopt this opinion, had confulted the Company’s re* 

“ cords for information, and not to forve a prefint purpofe, they 
<c would probably have read the whole relative to the fubjeft, and 
“ might, in (uch cafe, have found every particular entered at large 

* View, page 1 1 1 . 
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“ among the proceedings of the Council, 1 6th September 1765, anct 
“ tranfmitted to the Directors in the general letter. 

“ The plan being formed, and fhares of the focicty diftributed 
“ among the Company’s fervants, ' according to their rcfpcftive 
“ rank, the conduft of this trade was entrulud to a Committee, 
“ chofen for that purpofe, who proceeded to make many con t rafts 
“ for fait. But it was foon found impoflible, without the concur- 
“ rence of the Council, “ to eftablifh the credit of the locicty, fo- 
“ as to raife the neceflary fund for carrying on the trade.” The 
“ Committee of T rade, therefore, requeft a deed in writing to fe- 
“ cure to them this trade during the year, ending 31ft ot Augtdl 
“ 1766. 

“ Had the Direftors thought fit to fend rttrofpeftive orders for 
“ the abolition of this focicty, erefted with the previous affent of 
“ themfdves and their conftituents, fuch orders could not arrive in 
“ Bengal before the year was expired. The Council, therefore, 
“ unanimoufly refolved to indemnify the Committee of Trade, in 
“ an engagement undertaken upon the faith of the Company ; and* 
“ as the Admiral Stevens was not yet difpatched, “ it is agreed to 
“ apply to the Company for permiffion to renew the fame for the 
“ future concerns, if the plan meets with their approbation .” By this 
“ deed, the Committee of Trade became perionally refponfible for 
“ the duties to the Company ; the Council, on the other hand, 

“ engaging to continue the focicty during one year. So little idea 
“ of guilt was entertained, that none of the' gentlemen concerned have 
“ ever kept a copy', but the original deed was drawn by Mr. *Whit- 
“ tall , whom Mr. Bolts luppoles to have been cruelly opprefled,. 
“ by the fame men who entrufted him with this very dangerous 
“ conlpiracy. Mr. Bolts knew the tranfaftion would not bear the 
“ conftruftion he wifhed it to receive. He therefore makes ano- 
“ (her + deed, the date of which is fupprefl'ed, to precede this in 

• 

* In a note upon this name, Mr. Vercljh fays, 41 Mr. Whitt all, an attorney of the 
44 Mayor’s Court, was directed to draw out the deed ; and the letter of the Commit- 
•“ tee of Trade, and rcfolution thereupon, which appear ip confutation*, were tranf- 
41 mitted to him, as inftruttions for forming the fame. What this friend of Mr. Bolts. > 
44 may have added, before or fnee , it is impoilible for thore to fay who have no cop^ of 
44 the deed.” ; 

t Upon this word alfo, Mr. Verelfi has the following note : 44 This deed was executed 
44 more than twelve months, after the other/’ alluding to the deed given in Appendix to 
CcnfiderationSy vol. 1. page 158, which was only a copy of Lord Clive* s private deed of fale . 
ot his ftarc of the fait, in partnership with MdTrs. Sumner , Verelft, and Sykes, and had 
no connexion with the deed of indemnity, now uuder our confideration. 


“ Ilia 
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** his Appendix, becaufe it would othprwifc have proved, that a 
** difobedience of orders had never been in contemplation of the 
“ parties. This deed, relating to a period, within which order., 
“ were ex pedal to arrive from home, plainly fuppofes fucli orders 
would be obeyed, for it contains an exprefs dipulation in a pnr- 
■“ ticular pfivate contrad upon this event, that if any order or 
“ diredion lh$ll be iflued by the honourable Court of Diredors of 
“ the Eajl India Company in England, by which the laid joint-trade 
“ in fait, bcetlenut, and tobacco, fhall be flopped, &c.'' It was 
“ not, therefore, the private intention of thele gentlemen to dif- 
.** obey, -much lefs would they have fet forth fuch intention upon 
“ the public records of the Company, if they had ever entertained 
“ the thought.” 

The reader here fees that Mr. Verefft has recourfe to the dratageni 
of reprefenting the tranfadion to have been no fccret, and that every 
particular was entered at large among the proceedings of the Coun- 
cil tranfmitted to the Diredors. To have the appearance of 
a fupport for his bold aflertions, he refers * to the confultations of 
the 1 6th September 1765, whereou is recorded a letter from the 
Committee of Trade, confiding only of four members, wherepf 
the copartners, Mellfs. Sumner and Fereljl, make two, requeuing a 
deed from the Proficient and Council at large, then confiding of fhem- 
felves, with the addition of General Carnac, and the copartners 
Mr. Francis Sykes and Lord Clive, to fecure to the proprietors, 
whom they had been pleafed to enrol on their lid, the cxdulive 
trade in fait, in the mode in which itj had been jud edabliflied by 
themfelves. 

On reference to thofe proceedings, in the + Reports of the Iloufe 
of Commons, it will appear, that every material circumdance js 
therein cautioufly fupprelled, while from the words of the minute on 
their faid Records, the reader is left with an impreflion that fome- 
ihing was doing agreeable to the honourable Company’s orders or 
intentions.— —Ncvertbelels, the Secret Committee of the Iloule 
of Commons, J “ having inquired whether the laid deed was tranf- 
« emitted to the Court of Diredors, they find, by the evidence of 
“ § Mr. Micbell and Mr, If Hits, that though an account thereof 

* Verdjl' s Appendix, pa;;c 249. 
f Reports, vol. IV. page 184. 
f Ibid, page 107. 

I Tbs Seuetsiy, and one ol hi$ deputies at the In JU-bwfe. . 
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“ was fent, in the manner before-mentioned, it doth not appear in 
“ the books and correfpondence of the Company, that the laid deed 
“ was ever tranfmitted to the Court of Direilors whole orders, or 
intentions, the parties were, in fad, at that time folemnly engag- 
ing to let at defiance. 

Left Mr. Vereljl Ihould fail in his evidence of the opennefs of this 
tranladion, and of its ft rid conformity to the Company’s orders, 
the reader will further perceive, on collating that gentleman’s notes 
with the text, that the author of Conf derations, &c. is fuppoled to 
have confpired with the attorney who drew the original deed, in 
forging the tranfeript that was exhibited to the public in that work, 
of which the innocent gentlemen concerned, unconfcious of guilt , had not 
even preferved a copy. 

To dt ted thefe ambidextrous tricks of the ingenious Mr. Vereljl, 
we muft again crave the reader’s indulgence for tranferibing tlie 
further evidence given on this fubjed, from the Report of the 
Sclcd Committee of the Houfe of Commons, which was as 
follows : 

* “ Your Committee proceeded next to inquire into the nature 
“ of the deed mentioned in the former part of this Report, and alfo 
“ in the Report of the Committee of Secrecy, to have been foli- 
“ cited by the Committee of Trade, on the 16th September 1765, 
“ and into the tranfadions refpeding the fame; 

“ And your Committee examined Mr. Richard Whit tali', who 
“ being alked, If he knew any thing of a deed to proted the falt- 

“ trade, and to indemnify the Committee of Trade ? he laid, 

“ He was a fworn attorney of the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta ; that 
“ in October 1765, Mr. Verelft applied to him, and gave him infruc- 
“ tions to prepare a deed of indemnity from the Prefdent and Council of 
" Bengal to the Committee of Track ; that he accordingly drew one 
“ up ; and which upon being Ihewn to Mr. Verel/i, he having 
“ made lbme alterations, approved of it ; that the witnefs after- 
“ wards laid a fair copy of it before the Governor and Council for 
11 their approbation ; that by diredion of the board he made fome 
“ further alterations and additions in his own hand, and engrofled 
“ it, and delivered it to Mr. Lawre/l, the Secretary to the Com- 
“ mittee of Trade; that about ten days afterwards he waited on 
u Mr. Lawrell, who defired him to fill up the penalty, and alter 
“ the date, which was the nth of September, to fome liibfcquent 


“ day. 


* Btforts, vol. 1U. page 470. 
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**" day, to make it confident with the other deed from the fociety 
“ to the Committee of T rade ; the date of which had been altered, 
“ before execution, from the 1 2th of Auguji to the 1 8th September : 

“ and being a(ked, If he could fpeak witn certainty as to any time 
“ poftcrior to which the deed referred to muft have been executed, 
“ iuppofing it was ever executed ? He laid, That in the begin- 
“ ning of November he rented another houfe, where he was very 
“ certain both the deeds referred to were cngroll'ed ; and the leal 
“ which the deed from the fociety to the Committee of Trade was 
“ feaied with, he had from the owner of that houfe after he went 
“ into it ; that, to the bed of his remembrance, he delivered both 
“ deeds to the Secretary about the middle of November , about ten 
“ days after which he altered the date, and filled up the blank for 
“ the penalty ; that he was, therefore, induced to believe it mud 
« be the end of November, or beginning of December , before either 
“ of them were executed. And being alked, If he had ever leen 
“ either of them after they were executed ? Fie faid, In September 
“ 1 766 he waited on Lord CUve , to receive indru&ions to prepare 
“ another deed ; when his Lordfhip informed him, that ne had 
been perufing thofe two deeds, and which were then laying before 
« him on the table ; that his Lordfhip obferved to him, that there 
« was not any valuable confideration exprefled, and afked him, If 
he thought them valid ? That he faid, He could not afeertain 
a how far they were valid in law, but that he had Drcparcd them 
« agreeable to the inftru&ions he had received. Ami being alked, 
«« If he was lure the deed, if ever executed, muft have been cxc- 
“ cuted after the 15th Oitober? He faid. He was pofitivc of it. 
« And being alked, with what fum the blank for the penalty was 
“ filled up ? He faid, He believed 300,000 1 . and that Lx»rd Clive 
“ talked of thofe deeds to him as deeds executed. And being 
it afleed, Whether he had any inftruftions to keep this tranfattion 
f e cret ? He faid, He had not ; but that he never did mention it 
“ to any body but Mr. Banks, which was in the year 1 769 ; that 
“ he did not mention it, becaufe he thought it was a matter that 
a (hould not be made public, from the nature of the tranfa&ion, 
“ it being an agreement to carry on a trade contrary to the orders 
“ of the Company. And being alked, What were his motives 
a for mentioning it to Mr. Banks, after keeping it lecret for three 
“ years ? He faid, That talking to Mr. Banks, whom he efteemed 
his friend, about a contract he had made for the Committee of 
« T r ade, he mentioned it in common converfation. And being 
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“ afked, When, and on what occafion, he firft mentioned the deed 
“ in England? Ilefaid, That he mentioned k foon after his arrival, 
“ which was in 7 $ vernier 1 770, becaufe he thought it ought to be 
“ made public, aud that he was not bound in honour to keep it 
“ feerct ; that he fir ft fpoke of it to Mr. Bolts, and in December 
“ 1771, was called before the Court of Dire&ors to. be examined 
“ about it. The copy of the rough draft of the deed produced 
“ by Mr. Whitt all, as referred to in the above evidence,, is here-’ 
“ unto annexed, Num. 62.'* 

* “ Then William BrighttvellSumner, Eftpiire, being afted, If he 
“ knew any thing of a creed entered into between the Governor said 
“ Council, and Committee of Trade, to enfure the carrying on. 
“ the falt-fociety for one year ? Said, That fueh a deed was en- 
“ tered into; the cxprels terms of the deed he did not reeotte&f 
“ but he find, he conftdered it as an engagement ®n the pact of the 
“ Proprietors, to pay to the Company certain fttputoted duties i. 
“ and on the part of the Governor and Council, to fecure to the 
“ Proprietors the carrying on that trade for the fpaee of one year,. 
“ or to fave and bear them, barrafcfs. Being alked, Whether anjc 
“ mention was made of that deed by the Governor and Council'. 
“ upon record ? He referred youx Committee to the oonfultationS- 
“ 16th Sejitembtr 1765, and ro the 40th and 41ft paragraphs of the 
“ letter from the Governor and Council to the Court of Directors,. 
“ dated the 30th of September 1765, (copies of which are annexed 
“ in the Appendix to the former + Report of this Committee.)- 
“ And Mr. Sumner being aiked, Whether the deed, which he had 
“ formerly laid was executed, was drawn up lay Mr. Whittall f H'e 
“ anfwered in the affirmative. 

“ Some days after the above examination, Henry Strachey, Efq;. 
° a member of the Committee, produced a paper, which he faid 
M lie believed to. be a copy of the deed of indemnity to prated the 
M focicty of the falt-trade : That he ordered, a copy to be made 
whea he was In Bengal in 1766, or January 1767; that the 
v< paper is in the hand-writing, of M*. William Htffifley Cow, who. 
w was in, his \ office at that time, as to. the body of it ; and that 
“ the names of the contra&ing parties fubferibed to it-, and the 
“ mdorfement, are in the hand-wfttiagtof Mr.. William- Wynne, who 
f* was aUb an affiftant in. his office and that he. believed it to be 

m Reports, ¥ol. 111. page 474. 

| Ibid, page 388. 

i As. grivalc ^csrctcry to Lord Glim. 
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“ the copy he fb ordered to be made. And being a Iked, When 
*' he found that that copy was in his poffeflion ? He replied, A 
44 few weeks ago, but could not fay exactly. And' being. nfked, If 
44 he Could fay, that the deed, was executed before the 15th of 
u Ofleber 1 765 ? He faid, He did not know when it was executed, 
“ And your Committee have alfo annexed a copy of the liud deed. 
“ produced by Mr. Strachey, Num. 64.” 

44 Your Committee having thus ftated all the ctrcumftances they 
“ have been able to collett refpefting the deed of indemnity in 
“ 1765, they think proper to remark, that by a letter from the 
“ Committee of Trade, dated the 15th of July 1767, entered in 
44 general confutations of the 27th of the fame month, it appears,. 
“ that a fecoud deed of indemnity mud have beeu entered into 
44 with the Committee of Trade for that year, viz. Mefl’rs. Cartier, 
“ Rujfett, Atderfey, and' Fjkyer but no fuch deed has appeared 
44 before your Committee, nor can they difeover any traces ot it in 
44 the record# of die Company." 

The copy ©f the. deed above referred to, as- produced by Mr. 
Strachey, contains the exprefs words on which the charge of dil- 
obediehee is founded, and differs in no- material ciremn fiance from 
that exhibited by the author of Confederations , except the penal funi, 
which m Mr. Strachey^ copy U filled up with eight lacks of cur- 
»Ht rupees. — But for the further fatisfo&ion of the curious reader, 
on the iubjetl of this, falt-monopoly, and the difohedignee of- the 
Seie& Committee to the orders- of the Directors, we beg leave to 
»efer him to a general view * of the proceedings, held both in 
England aud in Bengal relative to this buhnefs, as drawn- up from 
tile records- of the Company, by an old and able fervaut of their 
own.— -He wilt therein perceive, that after the receipt of repeated 
orders from the Diret&ors,. for the abolition of this iak-monopoly, it 
was, nevercheleft, 44 kept up, continued , and enforced," agreeably- to the 
engagements in the respective bonds ot indemnity ; and even aftet 
the faith of the Calcutta government had been repeatedly pledged to the 
natives y by public refohttions and advertifemnts , for ahehfinng thefociety , 
and encouraging them to embark again in the lalt-trade. 

In the further difcullion of the fubjeft of our prefent con fide ra- 
tion, we cannot but expofe the great reluflauCe with which tho 
members of the Sele& Committee nelinquifhsd this their molt fa- 

* AfflindL* A. Um- iVtl. page jap. 
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vourite of all monopolies, and the hypocrify which they pra£tifed> 
when no fubtcrfuge was left them for evading the Company’s orders. 

They had already, in September 1 765, acknowledged, that the 
* intereft of the Nabob, with regard to fait, was no longer con- 
cerned, as the whole of the duties belonged tp the Company, who 
+ pofleffing territorial jurifdi&ion, and s having become the J Sove- 
reigns of a rich and potent kingdom, were not only the collectors, 
but the proprietors of the revenues, while the || Nabob’s power was 
kept up only in appearance. In Ihort, they had, as hath been be- 
fore Ihewn, in the mod exprefs terms acknowledged the fa£t, that 
they had transferred all power to themfelves, ana that there exifted 
no other government in Bengal. 

Yet forgetful of what they had fo lately written, in their letter 
dated Calcutta the 24th January 1767, Lord Clive, Mr. Verelfl, Ge- 
neral Carnac, and Mr. Sykes let forth the evils that would accrue 
from reftoring the former freedom of this trade, in the following 
words : § “ We are now directed totally to renounce all lhare in and 
tK benefit arifing from this trade ; it muft be made over to the na- 
A tives; the Government tnu/l of courfe come into poffeffion\ nor 
n can it be carried on otherwife than upon the ancient footing of 
*'* farming it out to minifters, officers, favourites, and dependants on 
** the Government , who will rear immenfe fortunes upon the oppref- 
“ lion and ruin of the Public, in defpite of our utmojl influence and en- 
“ deavours." 

The intervention of fix months having obliterated the recolle&ion 
of that unavoidable ruin and oppreffion which were denounced in this 
letter, the Refident at the Durbar, in Augu/l 1767, f tranfmitted to 
the Seled Committee the outlines of a plan for putting the making 
and the felling of all the fait produced in Bengal under the direction 
and management of the Nabob’s officers. The profits, which undex 
the monopoly had been divided into fixty lhares, might have been 
thereby aiftributed among “ the minifters and officers of the go- 
4 ‘ vernment a fcheme which appeared lo glaring that it was 
“ chiefly," if not wholly, on that account reje&ed by the Committee, 
who now gave it as their opinion, that * “ juflice required the privi- 

* Reports, vol.III. page 513. 

t Lord Clive ' s Letter to the Directors of the 30th September 17 <3. 

j Selefl Committee's Letter to the Directors of the 30th Sept. 176c, par. ao aad 3S. 

| Ibid. 

\ Reports, vol. III. page 327. 

1 See Appendix A. Num. XXVIII. page 160. 

* Appendix A. page 161. 
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“ lege of making fall fhould be rcjlored to thofe perfons who formerly de- 
if rived their fubftfience from it, and who hail no other means of providing 
“ for their families." 

About the very fame period of time, when the Court of Directors 
were framing theif orders for reftoring this trade to the natives, the 
noble projector of the monopoly, anxioufly felicitous to perfuade 
them to relinquiih their dclign, and confirm the trade to the Selcdt 
Committee as before, boldly rcprelcntcd to rhe Court, that “ the 
“ natives, having never enjoyed the advantages they propofed to 
« give them, would be afoni/hed at lb unexpected and extraordinary 
“ an indulgence.” Among other arguments equally ingenious and 
fatisfatlory, which may be leen at large in his letters to the Directors 
of the 28th Augufi and 14th November 1767, his Lordlhip + urged, 
that it would be a convenient means for rewarding the fervants and 
(hutting the door to the folicitations of Noblemen to provide for the 
younger branches of their families ; which he reprefented as a mca- 
fure that might be apprehended, if rewards were bellowed from a 
commifiion granted either upon the Company’s inveftment or their 
revenues. 

But the fame noble Lord, who had thus recommended a plan to 
exclude the ions of the Nobility, was the firft man who had dealt 
largely to himfelf a commiffion of one and one-eighth per cent, upon 
thofe t revenues, amounting to near thirty thoufand pounds/er annum: 
and Prelident Verelfi, who by repeated advertifements had pretended 
to abolifh the monopoly ; who by public cdi&s had invited the na- 
tives to the making of fait ; and who on the 2d September 1 767 had 
acknowledged that juftice required the privilege of making fait (hould 
be reftored to thofe natives who had been deprived of the means of 
providing fubfiftence for their families j was the fame gentleman 
who, in Auguf 1768, feverely reprimanded |j Mahommed Reza Khtnvn, 
for having, even then, permitted the Fowzdar of Hoogly to fuller 
the native merchants to remove their fait ; alleging that the Com- 
mittee’s term was not yet expired. 


f Report*, vol. Ill- pages S lS S*9- 

« I A Wd P . e B dl Nm. P XXV 37 XXVI. and XXVII. pages 297 and 298. It was in confe- 
quence of fuch order* as are here referred to, that the poor inhabitants had their fait 
walhed away, as related in a note to Confide rations, 6c. vol. I. pages 201 and 202; on 
which occafion the writer had feen above two hundred of the fair makers fiirrounding 
the Governor’s palanqueen on the high road, and falling prortratc on their faces bcfo.e 
him to induce him to (offer the removal of their fill, before it was walhed away. t 
* Ha vine 
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Having now fnfficiently expofed the hypocrily, and fixed the proof 
of the difobcdience and inte relied combinations prattikd among the 
members of the felf-praifiug and frlf-dcr.ying Committee of Refor- 
mers, at Calcutta , it becomes neccfl'ary to examine a few other cir- 
cumftances attending this extraordinary eftabliflimeiit. 

For the purpofe of impofing a belief, that this monopoly, as con- 
duced by the pious Committee, had been really a benefit to the na- 
tives, it is aflerted by Mr. Feretfl, that * “ Mr. Sumner, who wait 
“ indefatigable in adjufting every part of the plan, a&ually fearched 
“ about twenty years back ; and the price was, in confequence of 
“ this rclearch, fixed at the levoral markets, to which the loeiety 
“ tranfported fait, full fifteen per cent, lower than the price at which 
“ it dually fold. From thele markets it was carried bv the natives, 
“ fo that the confumer mull purchale his fait tor left; than had beta 
“ ordinarily given.” 

+ “ A difficulty will here occur to the mind of the reader : how 
x< could the hilt be fold at the dual price, when the Company and 

Proprietors received each a profit ?” 

To reconcile this difficulty, much labour is taken by Mr. Verrfj), 
an the fame page, to impole a belief, that during the former flute of 
the falt-trade, from the heavy duties which the Nabob’s officers col- 
iefted, the extortions they pra&iled, and the vexatious delays which 
they occ.ifioned, the native merchants were much work off than 
under the adminiftration of the Seleft Committee. In further lup- 
port of this paradox, a quotation is likewife given from a pamphlet 
publilhed by Mr. Archwald Ketr , when he wa3 foliciting to return 
to India , to execute the plan propofed in his publication, for an ajjize 
on liilt. From this pamphlet Mr. Vodjl has klcfted the compli- 
mentary opinion of that gentleman, £ that the loeiety for the trade in 

* Vere’JTi View, page 1 1 3. 
t ibid, page 114. 

j Ibid, page 115. Mr. Ferelfl hath not given a faithful quotation from Mr. Ketr, 
whofc wouls are as follow : “ After all, however, on the mod cool and impartial rellcc- 
' “ tion, 1 do not think, that the monopoly, av inftituted by Lord Clive and the Select 
“ Committee, was lo detrimental and ruinous to the country as has been aflerted ; nay, 
l am tather of a contrary opinion ; for thofe articles were not only not fold dearer, tut, 

“ indeed, at a lower rate, duiing the monopoly, at molt places at lead, than, at a mc- 
“ dium, had been done tor many years before ; while there was a fixed price Upon them, 

“ which, no doubt, would have been of advantage to the people, had it been continued, 

“ particularly with regard to fait. As to the propriety or Impropriety of the Company’s 
“ allowing Inch a monopoly, and fo great a revenue 10 their lcrvants, it is foreign to my 
“ purpole to inquire into It here.” See Thoughts on -the Adairs of Bcagtl, by etfc/Ibaid 
h’etr, Liq; 177 1, page 57. 
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ialt, bectlenut, and tobacco, inffitutcd by LordC//:v and the SekJ 
Committee, was fo far from being detrimental to the country, that 
thole articles were fold at a lower rate, during the monopoly, than 
they had been for many years. — Then follows a long and perplexed 
detail of the prices of fait at different places, before the ell ddilhmcnr 
of the fociety in queftion : at which period, according to Mr. S urn- 
ncr s eftimate, that article is laid to have been known at Patna a* 
high as feven hundred rupees^ hundred maunds. 

We arc not informed where Mr. Sumner fe arched for his informa- 
tion, nor do we know any period, previous to the ellahlillimrr.t of 
the fociety, when ialt fold at Patna for liven rupees per inaund, ex- 
cept one, and that was when the Nabob himklr, by w av of making 
a prefent to the Chief of the Engll/h fatfory, took off' all his Ialt at 
a very high price, and, to indemnify himillf, caufed itafteruatds to 
he refold, at even an advanced rate, to the natives. If Mr. Sumner s 
medium-prices were formed upon fuch data, we need not he Un- 
prized that Mr. Fcrelft has cautiouily avoided to exhibit a copy of the 
ell i mate ; which, we will venture to pronounce, would, in no cir- 
cumftances whatever, warrant the concluiion drawn by that gen- 
tleman. 

With refped to the duties and cxa&ions, Mr. Vavfiltart , who took 
great pains to colleft information on that fubjed, upon his journey 
up the country, when he fettled the treaty with the Nabob Coffim 
Ally Khawn , reckons the regular or legal duties on fait from Cal- 
cutta to Patna at fifteen per cent, and, with all the exactions on the 
way, at fomething better than twenty-five rupees * per hundred 
maunds. This was during the reign of as tyrannic a Nabob as ever 
fat on the Mufnud\ and Mr. PercIJl acknowledges +, that by the io- 
ciety’s plan in 1765 a duty of thirty-live percent . and by the plan of 
the year 1766, a duty of fifty per cent, was levied for the Company. 

Having had as exteniive dealings in fait as Mr. Sumner or Mr. Keir, 
the writer may be very juffly exculcd from giving up his knowledge! 
of that buiinefs to the opinions of either ot thole gentlemen. Rut a ; 

* See Vanfittart' s Nairative, vol. Jl. page 414. '* By nil the informations I could get 

“ on this fubjeft, I find, that from this place to Patna the King’s (Juries .ire collected on 
“ fait at fix different places, viz. If ugly ; MurJbiJMJ, 01 Jellinguee ; llngcnuhl ; 
“ Canragolah\ Baghelpoor \ and, finally, the Dewannct-A uty, upon the Tales at IKitn.i. 
“ The amount of thefc, reckoned at the lowed of the fevcial informations I took, w, 5 
“ tnore than twenty-five rupees per hundred maunds ; 01 if we reckon them at what 
“ faid to be the regular King's duties, at every place where duties are cullefted, that i,, 
*' two and a half per cent, the amount will be fifteen per cent." 

f VereljV s View, note, page 116. 

E c 


Mr. 
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Mr. Fereljl has chofen to quote Mr. fair's pamphlet, we will alfo 
avail ourfelves of the fame evidence for confuting of both our author 
and his favourite authority. 

According to Mr. fair (page 75 of his pamphlet) 
the original price paid by him, at the pahs, to the 
ialt-boilers, was for every * 100 maunds, Arcot rupees 

'Phc charges and rilk of carrying it to Palm, with 
which, he fays (page 76) he is well acquainted, he 
tftimates at 6 annas per mauiul, but thinks it may be 
done for Id's. At that rate trhe hundred maunds will 
coft 



25 . o . o 


37 . 8 . o 


62 . 8 . o 

Mr. fair further fays (page 77) “ that where boats 
“ arc good, and the people really honeft, there will 
“ not be a lol's of two per cent, in the whole tranfport 
“ of it to Patna but to avoid cavil, let us admit it 
to be 5.0.0 


67 . 8 . a 

Now let us take Mr. Fan/it tart's eflimate at 25 ru- 
pees per loomtunds, for the duties, exa&ions, and 
extortions on the road, during the government of the 
moll tyrannic Nabob ; or, to avoid a cavil, let us even 
take the rate eftablifhed by Lord Clive and the Select 
Committee of Calcutta , during the laid year of their 
monopoly, which was 50 per cent, valuing the 100 
maunds at 90 rupees. This gives us the l'um of . 45 . o . o 


And, next, let us allow for unforefeen petty charges 
not herein provided for, and fora reafonable profit to 
the merchant, largely, in the fum of 37 . 8 . 0 


150 .0.0 

# For the fatisfaftion of fetch readers as may be defirous of conviftion from their own 
catenations, it maybe neccflary to premife, that the rupee called Jrcot, upon which this 
computation is founded, is fuppofed to be worth two {hillings and four pence. The fubdi- 
vifions of a rupee are, each rupee 1 6 annas, and each anna n pice. The maund isefti- 
mated at 80 pounds avoirdupoize ; rind it’s fubdivifions are, each maund 40 feers, and 
each fecr 16 chittacks. 


We 
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. We have then the lum of 011c hundred and fifty rupees for the 
hundred maunds, or one rupee and a half for the price at which each 
maund of fait might be afforded to be fold, by a rcalonable merchant, 
at * Patna ; where, according to Mr. Sumner's cPim.ite of the me- 
dium-prices, calculated to juftify the inPitution of the monopoly, it 
was found to have been, before the ePablilhnunt of the locictv, at 
feven rupees per maund : and where, according to Mr. I’crcrl t, the 
higheP price, after that ePablilhment, was four rupec^r maund. 

This calculation from Mr. Kcir, of the cop of lair, tranlported 
from the pans to Patna , will obviate what Mr. Pereljl objects, that 
\ “ Mr. Bolts feems to have formed all his ePimates upon the price 
“ which lalt bore at Calcutta, without making any allowance for the 
“ advantages which the interior country experienced.” — N'evcrthe- 
lefs, it will be difficult to affigu a reafon that lhall be latisfaCfory to 
a rational merchant, why the price at Calcutta lhould not be taken 
as the only bafis whereon to calculate the rates at which lalt might 
be aPordcd at all other inland markets ; feeing that Calcutta had be- 
come the capital city, port, and emporium of the provinces, for lalt 
and every other commodity. But when it is farther confulead, that 
the Prciidcnt and Council of Calcutta were not only become the un- 
controuled legiflators to regulate the duties, but alio the executive 
magiPrates, if they pleafed, to prevent abufes in the collodion of 
them, this objedion of Mr. Vercljl will be found toconlill of nothing 
but words, without a meaning. 

The only error which the Author of Conjiderations hath committed, 
in treating upon this monopoly, is, his having ePimated the amount 
thereby colledcd from the natives of Bengal at || 673,1 17/. — whereas, 
by lights which he hath fincc acquired, he finds it lhould at leap be 
rated at double that futn. — It is notorious, that in the years 1753 
and 1 754 Cogee IVazeed, whole example the noble 1 ,ord hath § quoted 
as an authority for the juPihcation of his ePablilhment, fold his lalt 
in Calcutta at from forty to ffty rupees per hundred maunds, as can 
be proved by feveral gentlemen now in England. It is alii) well 
known, that Mr. Sumner, whole indefatigable rclearches have been ap- 

# It appears by a letter of Mr. Robert Maddifon , late Pcrfian Tranflator to Mr. Vercljl , 
that even in January 1769, while the effefts of the monopoly Hill prevailed, that gentle- 
man could tranfport fait to Patna which did not Hand him in above one rupee fouttun 
annas per maund, expcnces included. See Appendix A. page 193. 

f View of Bengal, note, page 117. 

J Ibid, page 1 16. 

ij Configurations, &c. vol. I. page 188. 

4 Reports, vol. III. page 529, and Lord Clive'% fpecch 30th March 1772, page 23. 

* E e 2 pealed 
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pealed toby Mr. Fcrelfi, as a fan&ion for the very low prices cftab- 
lifhcd by the Committee, had himfelf, in the year 1758, extenfive 
dealings in fait, which he purchafed at thirty-five rupees per hundred 
maurnls : and, upon an examination of the books of the Government 
at Hoogly , in the year 1764, the whole of the duties there colle&ed 
on fait appeared never to have exceeded fifty thoufand pounds derling 
per annum. Unlefs, therefore, no ideas can be affixed to words, or 
truths cannot be deduced fiom fads and arithmetical computations, 
we may fafely defy any man to juflifv the edablifhment of the mo- 
nopoly under conlideration. — The very attempt is an infult on com- 
mon lenle ; nor can a better argument ever be offered in it’s fupport, 
than that which was given, with fo great applaufc and fuccefs, by 
the noble monopolid, in his own jollification before the Commons 
of Great Britain, drawn from the abundant abilities of the poor na- 
tives to pay the Committee-prices for their fait, from their abdincnce 
and parfimony in their food, apparel, and edifices. His Lordfhip’s 
words were as follow : 

* “ The lowed wages in Bengal are two rupees a month, which is 
“ twenty-four rupees, or three pounds per annum. — The poor can 
“ fcarccly be hid to be at any other expence than for eating : — they 
“ drink nothing but water — they wear no cloaths — their houfes are 
“ built with mud or clay, thatched with draw. — Now I leave the 
“ Houfe to judge, whether the expence of from fifteen pence to two 
“ lhillings and lixpcnce a year for twenty pounds of lalt, even to 
“ thefe, the very poored of the inhabitants, can be a grievance ?” 

* f.orJ Clive's fpcccli 30th March 1772, pageu. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 

On the Inconsistency of Conduct, Iniqjjitous Decep- 
tions, and Interested Abuses of Authority, of the late 
Presidents and Members of the Select Committees of 
Bengal ; and on their Lavish Profusion of the Property 
of the Public. 

N otwithstanding every other part of this work f ur - 

niflics a variety of fadts in proof of fuch iniquities as are the 
immediate objedts of our Considerations under the prefent head, it was 
found impoflible to do juftiee to our fubjedt without letting a-part 
a diftindt Chapter tor the purpofc of colledling together a few other 
fadts not ellewhere dilcufled; lomo of which appear wholly un- 
known to the public, while others, although mentioned in the Eaji 
India Reports, now before the Houle of Commons, arc involved 
in fuch voluminous oblcurity, as to elude the patience of the gene- 
rality of readers. 

It has been Ihewn, in a preceding Chapter, that, in April 1765, 
Lord Clive, at Madrafs, dilcovcrcd the very * flourilhing condition 
of the Company’s nitairs in Bengal. By his Lordlhip’s account, in 
November 1765, their revenue,' + exdujive of all expences, amounted 
to one million leven hundred thoufand pounds fterling per annum ; 
and his 1 mrdfhip, with Mr. Vereljl and the reft of the Secret Com- 
mittee, allured the Dircftors, in January 1766, that \ the lnppy 
prolpeft was daily opening to their view, of lkurity and opulence 
to the Company ; while, money bowing into their treafury ; con- 
tentment exprefled by the country -government-, and peace di billing 
its blellings throughout every diftiidt of the Nabob's dominions , wi re 
to them the molt pleating teftimonies of the rectitude ol the inca- 
furcs they had purlucd. 

Among the other great benefits derived from their government, 
they adviied the Direclois, in December 1766, of the great § addi- 

* Appendix A. pjp.es 31 to 31, and Repotts, vol. 111 . paps 404. 
f Appendix A. Num. XL pape 40. 
t Repot ts, vol. III. page 515. 

(j VnJji'i Appendix, pv;c j 8 > 


turn 
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tion that had already been made to the current fpecic of the country, 
by their ncw-dlablilhcd gold coinage; and Mr. VerelJI , with the 
a(l of the Committee, were unanimoufly of opinion with his 
I amllhipj it % January 1767, that the * prolperity of the Com- 
pany's allairs in Bengal was fixed upon a folid and permanent balls ; 
that thdr revenues were increafcd beyond what they ever bcfoic 
produced, without oppixffing the inhabitants ; and that their inved- 
ments might be furnilhed, cxpcnccs civil and military paid, and a 
large quantity of bullion be annually lent to China, without import- 
ing a bugle dollar. 

After the departure of the noble Prefident, his fucceflor, Mr. 
Vai'IJ), and the Committee, in their + letter to the Diredors of the 
19th February 1767, dill dwelt upon the then flourilhing condition 
of the Company’s affairs ; the date of which, and of the whole 
country, they laid, was luch as afforded “ the mod pleafing allem- 
“ hlagc of fortunate circumdances, and of profperous events, that 
“ had occurred at any period.” 

But mark, good reader, what different feenes began to appear 
within the fpacc of only liven months. 

In September 1767, Prclidcnt Verelf and his Committee fet forth 
at large, in their letter to the + Directors, the then untoward 
lvmptoms of the decline of the trade, and currency of the pro- 
vinces ; the fatal c dells of which they began to experience in the 
mod alarming degree. 

The gold-coinage, which, m December 1766, was reprefented to 
have added lb immenfely to the current lpecie of the country, was 
forced to he lupprcfled in July 1768, being § “ one of the principal 
“ caufes of the bankruptcies among the profs and merchants." 

\n November 1768, Mr. VerelJI and the Seled Committee further 
reprelentcd to the Court of Directors, that || trade was totally put 
a Hop to, and the fettlement in a date of bankruptcy ; that the 
mod reputable men in the lervice could with difficulty procure 
diver lufficient for the payment of their fervants wages ; and that 
they expelled Ihortly to be obliged “ to colled the revenues in the 
“ commodities produced in the country, without having a profped 
“ of vending them at any rate ; as the merchants would be totally 
“ deprived of the means to purchafe them.” 

# Reports, vol. IV. page 153. 

t VerelJI' s Appendix, page 47. 

t Ibid, page 59. 

§ Appendix B. Num. XXII. page 296. 

| Vt'nljVi Appendix, page 86. 


By 
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By letter of the 21ft March 1 769, they informed the Prdident and 
Select Committee at Fort St. Georg e, that * * * § Bengal was in the moft 
declining condition ; that the Company’s new-acquired advantages 
had been placed in the moft exaggerated light, and their lit uation 
was then lb critical and precarious, that they had rcfolved to curtail 
the Company’s inveftment : which they afterwards reduced to forty- 
live lacks of rupees. 

On the 5th Jpril 1769, Mr. Fere!/} acquainted the Dircdors, that 
t though they had then little rcal'on for fears from abroad, yet the in- 
ternal llate of the provinces was a matter of real conce rn ; and unlefs 
provided for by fpeedy and cffedual mcaf'un s, they muft “ moulder 
“ into ruin of themfehes , without the intervention of any enemy.” 

At a coni’ul tation, held the 1 6th ftuguf 1769, the Sided Com- 
mittee were allb unanimoufty of opinion, “ that the then ft ate of 
“ of the revenue, public and private commerce, manufadurcs and 
“ agriculture, was l'uch as gave room tor the moft ferious appre- 
“ henfions, and that the decline in each of thole grand concerns 
“ had fpread itfelf fo as to produce a moft alarming crilis in the 
“ Company’s affairs.” And in the 39th paragraph of the general 
letter from Bengal of the 25th September 1769, the Dircdois were, 
further informed, that \fuch was thef agnation of trade and genera! 
decay of credit , that the moft opulent among ft the native merchants, or in- 
habitants of the P nf deucy, preferred locking their cap up in their chefs, 
to the lending it at interef, even to the imp ref pect able char after among Jl 
the Company's fervants. 

Such were the blefled efteds, in Bengal, of the much hoaftxd 
regulations eftablifhcd for the government of a commercial Empire, 
hv a fclf-praifmg Secret Committee, alternately taking upon tlnm- 
felves the bufinds of merchants, foldiers, inquifitors, judges, legif- 
lators, and executive magiftrates, during the peiiod under con- 
templation. 

Nor were the unremitted endeavours of this Committee K fs fuc- 
cefsful in their private traduccments of the whole body of the Com- 
pany’s fervants, civil and military ; for by conftantly and fecretly 
acceding them of rapacity, notorious corruption, mean venality, 
and of every fpccies of vice and immorality, they fb far impoled 
on the Diredors, that in the 3d paragraph of their § letter of the 

* Reports, vol. IV. page 360. 

f Verelfi'% Appendix, page 114; 

\ Reports, vol. IV. page 416. 

§ Ibid, page 191. 

l 7 th 
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i y th A lay 1766, that Court were weak enough to write to the noble 
Prclidcnt as follows : 

44 We have the rtrongctl fenfe of the deplorable ftatc to which 
44 our allairs were on the point of being reduced, from the cor- 
44 ruptiou and rapacity of our fervants, and the univcrlnl deprav ity 
44 of manners throughout the icttlunent ; we agree entirely wif !i 
44 your Lordfhip, that the train our affairs were then in, would in 
44 a very few months have brought us to a molt dangerous litua- 
44 tion 

Vet this fudden danger of ruin to Bengal was not owing to the 
f rvant* under Council; for inch had been the rapid and aftonilhing 
e • i . e * s upon the whole community, of the 44 wholcfme and feafun- 
44 able convclion" of tliofe wonderful reformers, that in a letter, 
dated lo early as the 28th of March 1768, Mr. Verelji A ured the 
Directors, + he had as great an opinion of their then let of krvants 
in general, as of any one body of men ; and the Lord Clive, who 
had lirlt railed the clamour againlt them, was the frit to pronounce 
their panegy tic in the Britifh Senate. AiLr laying all their faults 
upon their banyans in India , the noble orator thus proceeds : 

| 44 Hence, Sir, arifes the clamour agaiull the KagHjl gentlc- 
44 men in India . But look at them in a retin d lit nation, when 
44 returned to England, when th< y are no longer Nabobs and So- 

44 vereigns of the call; fee if there he any thing tyrannical in 

44 their dilpolition towards their mkeiors ; fee if they arc not 

44 good and humane matters; Are they not charitable ? Are 

44 they not benevolent ? Arc they not generous ? Arc they not 

44 hofpitablc ? If they are, thus fir, not contemptible members 

44 of loeiety, and if in all their dealings between man and man, 

44 their conduit is ttridtly honourable : If, in fhort, there has 

44 not yet been one character found amongft them fufficiently flagi- 
44 tiems for Mr. Foote to exhibit on the theatre in the Haymarkct , 
44 may we not conclude, that if they have erred, it has been bc- 
44 cauic they were men, placed in lituations lubjedt to little or no 
44 controul.” 

It is certain, that between the Nabob in India, mounted on his 
elephant, with his § Nakecbs running before him, and the plain 

* See the names of the gentlemen at that time in the direction, Appendix page 123. 

+ Vt'rcJjY s Appendix, page 107. 

f Lord Clive' % fpecch on the 30th of March 1772, page 45. 

\ Footmen, who ch.mut the praifes or heroic deeds of their mailers, in Perfian or 
Arabic verfes, when running bcfoie them to dear the way. 

JLnglijhman 
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Etigli/hinan in his native country, where an honeft porter will yet 
venture to difputc the wall with him, if he bo infolcnt, the dilTe- 
rencc is as groat as between a real Nabob and Mr. Foote s repre- 
fentation of one, in the character of Sir Matthew Mile. But it is 
only the few felett men who obtain elephants for their lupr>o iters. 
If the noble Lord, therefore, did not mean to confine his eulogies, 
in that fpecch, to thole elevated gentlemen, who, after returning 
to their native country with the fruits of their virtues, had been re- 
warded with feats in the Senate, from the free fuftrages of their 
countrymen, he has made but a juft, tliough inadequate, public 
atonement for the injuries he had done his fellow-lervants, whole 
profpe&s in life were blafted by his fecret reprefentations againll 
them to their mutual conftituents. 

Nor lefs hypocritical and contradictory appear Mr. FereljT s repre- 
fentations concerning the Company’s civil and military junior-ler- 
vants. 

From the alleged dilTolutc (lute of Calcutta , antecedent to Lord 
Clive's arrival, in one part of his book, he pretends * to Ihcw the 
neceifity which the Select Committee were under, of reclaiming 
the junior civil-fervants from the debauchery in which they were 
immerfed, by difpelling their gaudy dreams of hidden acquired 
wealth; and alfo of lefl’cning the incomes of lubaltern military 
officers, for the prefervation of order and dilciplinc, and tor the pre- 
vention of luxury and diflipation : which good and neceflary refor- 
mations that gentleman reprefents to have produced fuch an uni- 
verlal difeontent in one order, and mutinous Spirit in the other, as 
threatened deftru&ion to the Englijh Empire in Bengal. 

In another part, Mr. Fereljl and the Select Committee deferibe 
y the immediate effeds of thofe reformations to have been, in the 
higheft degiee, diftrefsful, even to the having endangered the morajs 
of the junior-civil-fervants, from the prcfling fcantinels of their 
monthly allowances ; to the having reduced the lubaltern officers lb 
low, that there was fcarce a polfibility of their lubfifting and main- 
taining the appearance, which they ought, of gentlemen ; and to 
the having rendered the rcligning and dilinilfed officers, the moll 
pitiable objects of companion and charity. 

Yet on the fubjeft of the much-boafted reformations cffe£tcd by 
the Committee, ’in another place, Mr. Vereljl is thus pleafed to 

* Vcrclft ' s VUw, pages 56 to 61. 
f Ibid. Appendix, pages 48 and 49. 

F f fpeak 
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fpeak for himfelf and bis colleagues in office. — * “ I (hall ever 
“ think it an honour to have been a member of the Committee 
“ which firft lowed the feeds of (economy, and which perfevered 
“ with fuch iignal fuccefs. I lhall ever allow the higheft praife to 
“ all pcrlons who exerted and diftinguilhed themfelves in that 
“ great and laborious work ; and it is with pleafurc I here confefs 
“ and acknowledge their merits.” 

To examine, therefore, the pretenfions of thefe Committees to 
the merit of (economy in every department, we will- collect toge- 
ther a few fads, from the great numbers that prefent themfelves, 
and then l'ubmit them, in one point of view, to the reader’s judg- 
ment. 

The firft objeds which, on this view, offer themfelves, are the 
accounts-current laid before the board at Calcutta , by the Preli- 
dents Lord Clive and Mr. Eeretjl, on their refpedively religning the 
Company’s government, and by Richard Smith , Efq; on his quit- 
ting the Genera! ftp of their army. Thefe accounts were exhibited 
in Inch a mode, that had not Lord Clive's fortune been already 
made, and his reputation for difintereftednefs ellablilhed, they might 
have been all taken as proofs of the truth of his Lordlhip’s own 
remark, that \ every man who is permitted to make a bill , makes a 
fortune. 

By Lord Clive's account, dated the 31ft December 1766, as it 
hands on the records of the Company, it appears, that the follow- 
ing charges were necejfarily and unavoidably incurred on their ac- 
count : viz. 

1 765, May 3d. 

For the cxpences of his Lordlhip’s voyage 
from England, , until his arrival at Cal- 
cutta, exclulivc of 3000/. paid for this 
purpole by the Dire&ors, Current rupees, 73,489 . 14 . 4 

1 766, Dec. 31ft. 

For fundry cxpcnces under the head of 
charges-gcncral, from his Lordlhip’s arrival 

in Calcutta to this day, 99,629 . 12 . 0 

For his Lordlhip’s table-expences, from 

ditto to ditto, 97,642 . j . 8 


* Appendix A. Num. XLIV. page 219* 
f Lord Chvc'% fpcech, page 53. 

For 
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For his Lordfhip’s expences in cloaths and 
linen, from ditto to ditto, . . . .16,987. 4. 7 

For wages to fecretaries, afliftants, and 
Rewards, from ditto to ditto, .... 19,722 . n . 4. 
For charges of feeding five qlephants, . .■ 941 . 14 . 0 

For certain Ioffes on the remittance of his 

Lordfhip’s jagueer 8,375 .4.1 

For plate given to the Dutch Governors at 

the Cape of Good Hope, and at Chinfurah, 2,177 . 9 . 6 

For the fortune with which his Lordfhip 

was pleafed to reward his faithful fervant, 

Edward Philpot, Efq; 14,928 . 15 . 8 

Current rupees, 333,895 .7.2 

making, at the exchange of two fhillings and 
three-pence perCurrent rupee, poundsfterling, £37,563 . 5 . 2 

Ditto for the following articles, exhibited in 
his Lordfhip’s further account, laid before the 
* Houfe of Commons in March 1772, viz. 

For fundry charges of falaries, table-ex- 

pences, and wearing apparel, . . . £ 2,795. 14. 6 

For fundry other expences paid in England, 1,846 - 5*7 

For other fortunes given to the following 

gentlemen, viz. 

To Henry Strachev, Efq; £ 1 5 > 94 2 • *6 • 11 

Edmund Majkelyne, Efq; i 3,°49 • r 9 • 9 

Samuel Ingham, Efq; 9,161 . 19 . 10 

Edward Philpot, Efq; 2,196 . 15 . 1 

Meflrs. Wynne, Archdekin , 

Coxe, and Ducarell, 3,402 .0.0 

43,753 . ti . 7 

£85,958 . 16 . 10 


The total amount of Lord Clive’s charges being eighty-five 
tboufand, nine huudred and fifty-eight pounds, fixteen fhillings 
and tcn-pence ; which is faid to have exceeded all the emoluments 


* Lord Clive'* fpeech, p»ge 39. 
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reaped by Ins Lordfliip from the falt-trade, commiftion on the reve- 
nues, prefents, and perquifites whatever, during his Ihort excurfton 
to India, in the fum of 5,816/. 16 s. 9 d. 

By Mr. Vereljf s account, which, in humble imitation of his noble 
predccefl'or, he has in the fame manner recorded on the Company’s 
books, dated the 2 1 ft October 1769, it appears, his houfc-expences, 
lervants- wages, (sc. from January 1767 to Odtober 1769, both in- 
elufive, amount to current rupees 424,554, which, at two {hillings 
and three pence per current rupee, make, fterling, 47,762/. 6 s. 6 d. 
This (within rupees 404 . 12.5) was juft equal to the commiflion 
aHo taken by Mr. Vereljl from the Company’s revenues, exclufive of 
the other emoluments and prefents received by him which, by his 
account referred to, are all made to amount to the fum of current 
rupees 398,062 . 14.2. 

By Colonel Smith's * account, dated the 9th November 1 769, it ap- 
pears he gave away in preftnts, which he condefcended to eonfer on. 
flic Grand Monarch of the Mogul Empire, and on other Kings, 
Princes, Potentates, and + Grandees of Hindoftan, with whom he had 
had long and intimate connexions, Sunott rupees 124,606 . 0 . 0. 

And the Colonel’s table-expcnces, from the 
ift of Augujl 1766, to the lit of Augujl 1769*. 
are let down at 187,200 .0.0 

Sunott rupees ....... 311,806 .0.0 

Exchange at 1 1 per cent. , . 34,298 . 10 . 6 

Current rupees ..... 346,104 . 10 . 6 

Making, at 2j. 3*/. per current rupee, fterling, £ 38,936 . 15 .. 3 


The next proofs of oeconomy we will fele£t from tlie revenue-de- 
partment : among which the ifirft are the charges {landing on the 
Company’s books wider the extraordinary titles, in Peifan, of 
Zeaffut Ingrez Sahebaan and Khelaat, which may be 
truly tranflated, charges of convivial \ entertainments and mafquerade- 
dreffes 

• Reports, vol. IV. page $89. 

t Colonel Smith's expreflion in his letter of the 19th May 1769, Appendix, page 196. 

X Here the reader will naturally refleft upon the condition of the fub ugated Afiatic 
provinces under the Romans , during the luxurious and degenerated flages ot that empire. 
In Plutarch's Life of Mark Anthony we read, “ that he gave his cook the houfe of a 
11 Martian citizen, for drcfllng hb ftipper well” Bat when he burthened Afia with 

doubling 
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dreffesfor Englilh gentlemen : and alio under the head of.RussuM, or 
cu/Iom. 

The charges under thefe.dlfguifed titles Hand as follow : 

April 1766. 

Zeaffut, or the head of entertainments, Sicca- 
rupees ..•*<••••■••• * 45>373 • 2 * 5 

April 1767. 

Khelaats, or the head of dreffes, for Lord 
Clive , Mr. Sumner, General Carnac , Mr. Harry 
Vereljl, Mr. Francis Sykes, Mr. Randolph Mar- 
riott, Mr. Hugh Watts, Mr. Claud Rujfell, Mr. 

William Alderfey, Mr. Thomas Kelfa/l, Mr. 

Charles Ffoyer, a gentleman unknown, Mr. 

Edmund Majkelync,. Mr. Alexander Campbell, 

Mr . Samuel Ingham, Mr . Henry Strachey, and 

others, . . . • , + 4 ^ 75 ° • 0 • 0 

April 1768. 

Khelaats, For Mr. Harry Vereljl, Mr. John . 

Cartier, Colonel Richard Smith, Mr. Francis 
Sykes, Mr. Richard Becher, Mr. James Alex- 
ander, Mr. Claud RuJJell, Mr. William Alderfey,. 

Mr. Charles Fjloyer, Mr. Alexander Campbell, 

Mr .Court, and others, . £79>68 i • 4 • 0 

Russum, For Mr. Sykes's 

table, 24,000 .0.0 

For chairmen and porters, 
for carrying Mr. .Vereljl, 

Colonel Smith, Mr. Knott, 
and other gentlemen, with 
their neceffaries, back- 
wards and forwards, . . 35 , 9*5 • 0 • 0 

— li 59»9* 5 • 0. o 


doubling the impoft, « Hy betas, the agent” (or Vakeel), " for thofe cu.es, made hit re- 
.< mon/ftance in very pleafaiu langtiage, and not ungrateful to Anthony, <hewmg him, 
« th at r ince | le thought fit to double their taxes, he would take Come care that they might 
“ have their fummer and autumn doubled too, that they might be in a condition to fa : 

11 tisfy his demands.” 

* Reports, vol. III. page 451. 
t Ibid. vol. IV. page 216. 

| Record^of the Seleft Committee in the Ma-houft, book Num. 27. page 
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April 1769 . 

Khelaats, For Mr. Harry VeretJ ?, Mr. John 
Cartier, Colonel Richard Smithy Mr .Richard 
Bccher , Mr. Francis Sykes, Mr. James Alexan- 
der, Mr. Claud Ruffe II, Mr. ‘Thomas Rumbold , 

.Mr. William Alderjev, Mr. Thomas Kelfall, Mr. 

Charles Ffloyen, and others,'. . . . . *78,535 

Russum, For Mr. Sykes's 

tabic, • 24,000 .0.0 

For charges of bearers, Or 
chairmen, to carry Tundry ^ , 

Eng/i/ 1 ) gentlemen back- 
wards and forwards, and 
for poftmen ftationed to 
carry fruits to Calcutta, . 64,472 . 13 . 


April 1770. ' .... 

Khelaats, For Mr. Harry Vertlji , Mr. John 
Cartier , Colonel Rithard Smith, Mr. Richard 
Becher , Mr. James Alexander, Mr. Claud Ruf- 
Jell , Mr. Thomas Rumbold , Mr. William Alder- 
fey, Mr. Thomas Kelfall , Mr. Charles Efieyer, 

' ■4. 11 1 1 J’ I I '/ 1 4 . . 1 


+ 88,472 


Mr. Robert Maddifon , and Others, 
Russum, For Mr. Bethed s ' ' 

table, ...... 24,000 

For chairmen carrying 
fundry Englijh gentlemen 
backwards and forwards, 28,709 


J 84,657 . 12 . o 


r 5 


52,709 . 15 


Sicca rupees 
, Exchange at 1 6 per ceht. . . . 


53^095 

” 5*775 


2 

3 


5 

7 


Total current rupees 621,870 .6.0 
Or at two fliillings and three pence . £77.69,5 43 . 15 . 3 


* Reports, vol. IV. page 224. 
t Ibid, page 233. 
t Ibid, page 228. 

| Old. page 234. 


The 
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The few articles already before us, exhibited at one view, appear 
as follow : 

1766, Dec. To amount of the bills made 

by Lord Clive, £ 85,958 . 1 6 . 10 

1769, 05 i. To ditto — — — by Mr. Fere!/}, 47,762 .6.6 

Nov. To ditto by General Smith, 38,936 .15.3 

1 770, April. To ditto — by the DurbarRc- 

fident and members of the Seleft 
Committee, 6?c. for charges of 
Afiatic drefles, entertainments, 
and travelling excurfions, for 
themfclves and friends, . . 69,543 . 15 . 0 

£ 242,201 . 13 • 7 


Facility in the operations of arithmetic, and In the auditing of ac- 
counts, was not the lead of the happy effe&s of that unanimity at 
the public boards, which had been lo frequently and defcrvedly cele- 
brated by Lord Clive, Mr. Verelft, and the reft of the Seleft Com- 
mittee at Calcutta. Not only the charges of thefe extraordinary ac- 
counts were palled without the ncceflary vouchers, but his Lordlhip 
and Mr. Vercljl were fullered, equally uncontrouled, to fix their own 
value upon the pearls, rubies, emeralds, and diamonds, which they 
were pleafed to infert in thofe accounts, as received in prelcnts. A# 
to General Smith's account, it had heretofore been the praftice of the 
Princes of India to return to the Eng/i/h Sirddrs three times the value 
of what they received in complimentary prelents ; but trom the re- 
lpedive accounts of Governor Vereljl and the General it would fee m, 
that their notions of fupporting the Honourable Company' s dignity were 
diametrically oppofite ; for while the parlimonious Governor appears 
to have conferred nothing upon the country-princes, the diftinguilhed 
General appears to have been above receiving any thing from them 
on the Company’s account. 

The reports now before the Houfe pf Commons afford many other 
proofs of the lame fpeciesof c economy in the Bengal government, after 
the afiumption of the Deivatmee, from the years 1765 to 1770 111- 
clufive : during which period we have many iuftances of conlidciable 
fums being alienated from the Company’s eftate, or revenues, and 
given, without due authority, to the dependants of gentlemen of 
power or influence. Of this kind appear eveu many very conlidera- 
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bl ejagueers, granted to a variety of people, from the nominal Nabob’s 
* deputy, Mahommed Reta Khawn, down even to General Smith' s 
+ banyan. Of this fort appears alfo the penfion of eighteen thoufand 
rupees per annum , collected In the Bahar province, by the (ingle 
| appointment df Lord Clive , for Ahmed Tar Khawn Laitty ; con- 
cerning which, when Mr. Verelfl' s'fucceflor and the Select Committee 
inquired of the Supervifor of that province, on what pretence a fepa- 
rate collection was made for that fum, all that Mr. Alexander could 
learn was, that Laitty was a man of diftindtion, whofe houle and 
family had been plundered || by the Nabob Jaffier Ally Khawn. And 
of this kind alfo appears the remiflion of duties upon a large quantity 
of fait, to the amount of 47,769 rupees, by order of the Nabob , to 
Joynarain^GhofauI, without any reafon’s being affigned for it. 

While meafurcs fimilar to thefe were traim&ed in every part of 
the provinces under the country-government, it was not 
extraordinary that the Court of Eaft India Directors Ihould foon ex- 
perience, that “ the Dewann ee-colleClions fcarce anfwered any other 
“ purtofe than defraying the civil and military charges of their P ref deucy 
“ ^Bengal.” But this fort of bufmefs being for a long while kept 
under the management of the Prefident and members of the Secret 
Committee, and the Directors being neceflarily unacquainted with 
the difguifed or real names and connexions of the perfons mentioned 
in the records which the Committee were pleafed to tranfmit from 
India ; of courfe that Court have been frequently as deflitute of ma- 
terials wherewith to trace a fa£t, or check deceptions of this fort, as 
if no accounts had been fent them. For example, when they faw 
iranfa&ions of fuch a nature upon their books, how could they diviue, 

♦ Reports, vol. IV. pages 104, 133, 134, (Ac. &c. 

t Ibid, page 146. Fifty villages, granted in the name of Roy Ktllaram , called in the 
ajpper country Roy Khey after am . 

t Reports, vol. IV. pages 250 and 251. 

|| Mr. Alexander had been mifinformed ; for it w&s KboJa Tar Khawn Laitty whom 
Mecr J offer plundered. 

§ Reports, vol. IV. page 21 1. Inftead of 30 rupees /^hundred maunds of fait, he 
paid only 9 i per cent, 

- On one article of . ; Maunds 150,000 


one ditto 18,015 

one ditto 65,007 


Maunds 233,022: Which, at an abate- 
ment of 20} per cent . makes rupees 47,7 69, 

<1 Appendix A, page 266. 


that 
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*at the before-mentioned Laitty was the brbther of the late * K/ooda 
Tar Khawn Laitty , who was Meer Jaffa's rival candidate for the 
Mu/bud, upon the expul (ion of the N ahob Serajah a l Dow/ah ? How 
^oidd they cpflje&ure, that Joynarain Ghofaul was a child, and the 
fon of Mr. V trelfls banyan Gocul Ghofaul ? Or how could they guefs, 
that Ray KtUaram was banyan to General Smith ) 

Correfpondent with this unncceflary and unwarranted profufion, 
while Bengal was governed by this pious Committee of Reformers, 
was the frequency of public vifits, embaflies, or deputations to and 
from the Princes and Minijlers of the country : the moft notorious 
tranfa&ion of which kind was the excurfion of Mr. John Cartier , 
Colonel Richard Smith, and Mr. Claud Ruffcll, u\ November 1768, to 
the Court of the Nabob Sttjah al Dow/ah. It was pretended, for the 
purpofes of this embassy, that this Prince was meditating -fhofti- 
lities agairift the Ktiglijls : and thole J “ unbecoming rumours ,” which 
were propagated principally, if not folely, by Colonel Smith's || letters 
to the Prefidency, were at length made the wonderful bafis of a new 
treaty, whereby that Nabob was reftrifted to a number of forces, 
which we have the beft authority for afferting he had, in fact, never 
on foot. At a time when the Prelident and Select Committee were 
Conftantly complaining to the Dire&ors of the low ftatc of the Com- 
pany’s finauces, near four lacks of rupees were dilfipated, upon this 
deputation, as prefents necefl'ary for fupporting the honour of the § Com- 
pany ; whofe dignity was again, on this occalion, fo punftilioufly 
confidered, that no returns were received, by the Deputies, on the 
Company’s account. 

If the proofs already adduced be not deemed fufficient in the 
opinion of any impartial reader, to fet in a true light the real demerits 

• This is the m*n mentioned by Mr. William Watts as * confiderable perfon, who had 
offered himfelf as Nabob, but who was icjcfted by Colonel Clive, in favour of Mcer Jaf- 
Jier, “ as his abilities were greater, his reputation better, and his connexions more exten- 
“ five than thofe of Laitty See Memoirs of the Revolution in Bengal, Anno 1757, 
printed for A. Millar, 1764, pages 71 and 76, 

I Mr. Vereljl was well convinced of Sttjah al Dowlah's peaceable difpofition at that 
time. See Appendix A. Num. XL. page 195. 

t See the treaty, with the Committee’s exalted account of this deputation, Reports, 
vol. IV. page 87. 

| See a Tetter from the Selcfi Committee to Colonel Richard Smith, Commander in 
Chief under the Prefidency, Dated the 23d Ftliruary 1768. Appendix A. Num. XVI 1 L 
page 363. 

§ The Court of Directors appear to have feen through this farce. Fid* the 4th, jth, 
6th, and 7th paragraphs of their letter of the 23d March 1770. Appendix A, Num, 
XLV. pages 22$ and 226. 

G g of 
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of thofe felf-appIaudingCommittees, on the points of abufe of autfto* 
rity in their public ftations, iniquitous deceptions and concealments,- 
and profufion of the public money ; let him perufe ^he 4th * report- 
of the Secret Committee of the Houfe of Commons, on the fubjcCb 
of the celebrated M atoot. He will there fee a tax eftabliftied that 
was unlimited in it’s extent, becaufe the confcienees of the collectors 
were the only meafures of it’s neceffity ; and infcrutable in it’s ope- 
rations, becaufc their own accounts were the only checks upon the’’ 
collections. He will there fee large fums acknowledged- to have 
been cohered by a mode deftruCtive of the manufactories- and agri- 
culture of the country, and productive of fuch feenes of iniquity, 
©ppreflion, and peculation, as are beyond defeription ; while the 
harmlefs- fubjeCted inhabitants, deprived of the protection of their 
native Princes, have had no other recourfe left them, but to heaven, 
tor juft ice : and he will like wife there difeover, that this wicked 
mode of collection was originally + eftabliftied by Lord Clive and tho 
ScleCt Committee. 

But the Matoot-collettm was continued and increafed to an omdzing ■ 
extent after his Lordihip’s departure ; and from the fums thereby 
levied upon the poor natives, were difeharged the debts which had 
been contracted at the Durbar , for the charges of the drefles and en- 
tertainments of EngHJh gentlemen, under the heads already noticed, 
of Zeaffu, /, Khchat , and Rujjum ; while the accounts of thofe extra- 
ordinary charges were iuduitrioufly concealed from the knowledge of 
the Company ; arifing, as the Relident at the Durbar apprehended, 

+ “ from the fear the gentlemen of the ScleCt Committee had, that' 
“ the Company would not permit fueh an expence to be kept up at 
“ the Pootica ; notwithftanding it was deemed fo neeejfary in the eyes 
“ of the country-people, and always held in the vtmoji veneration." 

It would bean endlels talk to follow the late Prefidents andSelcCt 
Committees of Calcutta through the kbyrintlis of contradiction, in- 
lonliftency, and wilful deception which they praCtifed to obtain 
unmerited honours and emolument to thcmfelves, while they im- 
poied upon fluctuating and ignorant Courts of Directors, to the in- 
jury of the FmJ) India Proprietors and the Public, and to the diiho- 
nour and prejudice of their fcllow-lcrvants. The readfcr hath feen,. 
ilu this chapter, lome of tire many righteous means by which Bengal 
was governed under theip adminiftration ; and the operative effects; 

* Reports, vol. IV. pages 1 10, dr. 

•J- Ibid, page 314. 

% Ibid. 



INDIA AFFAIR 3. fW tl. 

•of that government have been (hewn, by the teftimony, on record, 
of thofe mod concerned in it, to have been no other titan the liidden 
reduction of a whole nation from a high pitch of affluence and pro- 
fperity, to the lowed degree of mifery. 

What then will be the Yenl'ations of hi# benevolent mind, when, 
upon the fame records, he lees thofe effe&s del'cribed to have been 
produced by counfels and regulations founded on the mod con f ani- 
mate wifdom and judice ? — Yet fuch were the reprefentations which, 
in the midd of the didrefles of their ruined country, the poor tool-, 
of Nabobs were forced to give, while * “ the mouths of every body 
“ were full of the praifes of the Governor and Gentlemen of the Council, 
“ for their judicious and upright management of the a fairs oj the £/#- 
« pire , and their regard for the welfare of it's inhabitants l" 

* See two letters from Seyf a I Dow I ah and Mahammed It cm Khatvn, as recorded bjr 
Mr. Verclfi on Confuliation the 17th December 1748. Appendix U. Nu». XXIX- and 
Num. XXX. pages ay8 and ;p<j. 
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C H A P. XI. 


©N the Political System of the Company, and their late 
Governing Servants ; with a Vindication of what hath, 
been published by the Author, on that Subject. 


I N confidering the nature of the Company’s political fyftem ini 
Bengal, it will be very material to- advert to the mode in which 
their Governors have managed what they call the Perfan or coun- 
try-correfpondence. 

In the dire&ion of all matters' Ae pcditical intereftfr 

of the Company, the correfpondencc, of late fchePrincc& 

of India , has been confined folely to the Prefidents or Seleft Com- 
mittees, to whom the Courts of Dire&ors have, at different times,, 
thought proper to entrufl theCon drifting of their fy ftem. On this 
principle, by a fixed regulation for practice, called a ftanding-order,, 
in the Company’s fervice, fuch correfpondence has been ufually 
carried on through the channel of the Governor only, with direc- 
tions for him to lay the copies thereof before the board ; and this 
he hath generally performed in fuch manner, and at fuch times, as 
he deemed neceffary and convenient. 

Uoon this fyftem, it is plain, that the Afiatic Princes muft na- 
turiflly look up to the Governor, as the (ole adminiftrator of all 
juflice, protection, and power under the Company •, contrary to 
every principle of a Britijb government. And the Governor being 
under little op no controul, in this bufinefs, the board at Calcutta , 
or the Directors in England , have never had any ftronger check 
than his integrity for their fecurity in obtaining any knowledge of 
the flate of the negotiations with the country-powers, on which 
their all depended. 

This fort of exclufive communication was ever found by the 
Company’s Governors in India, to be the grand fource of their pri- 
vate emoluments ; and however neceffary or expedient the Com- 
pany’s (landing-order, on this point, might at firft appear, yet there 
were never fumcient checks eftabliftied in a bufinefs of fuch moment 
to their own profperity, and to the welfare of the natives of India. 


% The 



INDIA A F F A I R S. Part II. a 37 

The tranfa&ions of the Company’s tilling fervants, from the fir ft 
period of their interfering with the politics of India, have at all 
times afforded fufficient experience of the neceffity of fuch checks. 
But to furnifh the candid reader, from the t ran factions of more 


modern times, with materials to aflift his judgment on this fubjeft, 
we beg leave to direct his eye ,to the Reports of the Houfe of Com- 
mons. He will therein perceive, that the abufe of this exclufive 
privilege of communication with the Nabob and his officers was 
what principally provoked the refentment of * Serajah al Dowlah, 
which, in June 1756, brought on the lofs of Calcutta. At this 
period, Wit. William Watts, the Company’s chief at CoJJimbcnar, was 
their political negociator at the Durbar at Murjhedabad, where, 
under the aufpices of the nobje Lord Clive, he conducted that cond- 


or three months in 'the neeociation of that revolution, and that the 


correfpondence was carried ou entirely between himfelf and Mr. 
Wafts. And although there never was a crifis in which it was fb 
requilite for the Company to be acquainted with the proceedings of 
their ruling fervants, it appears^ by the fame evidence, that the 
intercourle which had been fo carried on in cypher, between the 
Prefident and the Refident at the Durbar , “ was not entered in the 
<l country-correfpondence, or any where elfe.” 

By this fuppreflion, J “ the Company were left entirely in the 
“ dark with refpett to more than a whole year’s tranfa&ions” of 
the greateft moment. But, what is more extraordinary, fuch 
papers as Lord Clive did poffefs, he did not think himfelf under an 
obligation to produce, as § not relating to the commercial affairs of 
his conftituents, whofe dependance, according to his Ixmlfhip’s> 
ideas, at the time which thofe papers related to, was transferred 
from the Indian government, to a dependance upon || himfelf. 


* Journals of the Houfe of Commons, vol. XXXIlf . pages 794, #68, t it. 

| SeeMr^Secretary James'* letter fo Lord Clive, of the lath Avgvfi 17 63. Ibid.page »77. 

I When the patent of thejagucer was put into Lord Clive's hands by Juggut Seat, 
in the prefence of Mr. Francis Sykes, Mr, Luke Scra/tan, and Major Carntse, his Loid- 

U,jp f a y S “ I confefs it gave me the greater pleafttrc to find it to be the Lordflnp 

« of the Company’s kinds, betaufe the Company was thereby freed from all dependanco 
« on t!, c government." See Lord Clive's letter to the Proprietors, printed for J. A owje, 
1764 reprinted by H. Evans, pages 34 and 36. 
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After the revolution of the year 1760, in favour of Meer Coffin, 
tmd during the negociations which led to the reftoration of Meet 
Jqffier, the gentlemen of the Council, guided by the experience of 
what had palled, would not implicitly trull: to this excluftve cor* 
relpondence of the Prefident ; and, therefore, at a * confutation 
held the 7th March 1 763, the letters to Meer Cffim were drawn up 
from the refolutions of the Council, and approved by the board, 
before the Prefidont was permitted to traniinit them, under his feal, 
to that Nabob. But, notwithftanding all this precaution, the Court 
of Direftors, in their letter of the 24th Decemerijh^, complained 
to their Prdideut and Council, of grofs fuppreflions in the country* 
correfpondence, and that the copies thereof, which were fent.home, 
were evidently + unfaithful regifteas. < 

The intelligent reader will, therefore, (readily conceive, ,the real 
caufe of that jealoufy which the Company’s Governors have ever 
Ihcwn at any perfon’s correfponding with the officers of the country- 
government except through themfelves, although the obje&ions 
oftenfibly urged againft fuch cortelpondence have been, that it 
was contrary to the Jlanding-ordtr ,or the Company, a degradation 
• of the Prelident’s djgnity, or an interference with his official de- 
partment. 

The noble Lord Clive, who, in die tranfa&ions of his own and 
other preceding governments in Bengal, had feeu and experienced 
■ the good effects of this excluftve communication, was blejfcd with a 
-Committee who were the firlt to give examples, to their fellow- 
fervants, of that unanimity, felf-deniaj, humility, and difmterefted- 
nefs, which his Lordlhip deemed effeptial to the welfare of. the fer- 
ret, They well knew that the belt fecurity of .virtue is to avoid 
temptation, and, therefore, .within lefs than a month after then- 
arrival at Calcutta, taking into conlideradon the many attempts 
which had been made to deftroy die unanimity, and cornefl the inte- 
grity of the members .of the. Committee, through the influence of 
lll-difpofed perfons, they refolved, J “ that all uitercourfe with the 
.« Nabob, his minifters, and the country -powers, fliould be con- 
“ du£led by the Right Honourable Prefident, as the raoft effectual 
■*t method’ to convince thofe ill-dilpofed perfons^ that no motives of 

• Reports, Ml. ill. page 493* 

+ Ibid. vol. IV. page 116. 

1 See the Select Committee proceedings of the 5th June 1765 ; at Which Were pre- 
sent, Lord Clive, Mr. Sumner, Mr. Vere{fi, and Mr. Sykes. Reports, vol. III. page 

(y ** private 
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** private advantage, nor defire of increafing their fortunes, could 
** ever feduce the members of that board from the duty they owed 
44 to themfelves, the confidence they repofed in each other , or the fteady 
44 refolution they had formed to purfue every method that tended to 
44 promote the Company’s intereft, or the peace, profperity, and 
** happmefs of the counter.** 

Wnen all communication was thus concentred in the Governors 
and Commanders in Chief of the Company’s armies, they thereby 
poflefled a wonderful facility in turning all tranfadfions- with the 
country-powers to the advantage of the Company, and the hnppinefs 
of the community ; and in luch- fituations they have at all times 
found it as eafy to negociate a revolution, to fecure the commercial 
inter efis of the Company, ' asa jagueer tbfree them from dependence on 
the country-government ; while, by a turn of the pen, of equal faci- 
lity in Ptrfian ftenography, a loan could be changed into a dona- 
tion,- or a donation into a legacy, which, when other tranfmuta- 
tiorts became inexpedient', might be converted into a fund* for the 
maintenance of invalid or 5 fuperannuated officers' and their widows ! 
, BUt if Mr. Verelft had'not 10 violently attacked the veracity of the 
author of Confederations , Ac. and, iii fupport of the merits of the 
late Prefidents and Seleft Committees of Bengal, exprefly under- 
taken to * u demolifh his reprefentation of political tranfa&ions, lay 
44 proving thofe adts of the Selefl Committee to have flowed from' 
44 a fenfe of duty and knowledge of the public jiiterefly which that? 
“ gentleman- has attributed to malignant pafiibns, or to yet meaner 
44 motives,”" ' many of thofe 'transitions might have pafled unno- 
ticed, which have now been neceflhrily dragged forth to public viewv 

The grand fource of the military operations, and, , eventually/ of 
the ambition- of Europeans, pf late -years, in India , was the diflolu- 
lion, in eflefti of- ‘the- Mogul Empire by the invafion of Node? 
Shah ; who-fo weakened ana impoverifhed the government at Dch/y', r 
as to furnifh- to its provincial fubftitutes, caiy opportunities for 
afluming independency. This had. become the cafe in Bengal-, and' 
k hath been clearly fltewn, to have been the fame in the other- 
provinces, by many other- writers, as well as the author of Con- 
jfdf rations on India Affhirs, whom Mr; Perclfi affedls particularly to 
anfwcr. 

After the Portuguese; the Flench fir ft entertained ideas of mak-' 
kig territorial acquifitions on the continent of India ; and'Mr. Verelft 


• Vert'll V.iew,.p3g* a. . 


J»imfelf 
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himfclf acknowledges* that “ the * ambition of the- French firft 
“ drew the Englijh mto the field.”*— -Such a project having been 
framed by the rival of Great Britain in Ajia, and her natural enemy 
in Europe , a war breaking out between the two kingdoms mull 
have immediately directed the attention of the French towards the 
ruining of the Britifh influence and power in India ; and to the 
deftru&ion of the EnsliJh Eajl India Company, on any favourable 
occafion, as their molt powerful European rival on that continent. 
The war, therefore, begun in Europe was not lo much thecaufc 
of, as the occafion furnifhed for, their making attacks on the 
EngUjh Company’s, fetrleweiuts, in purfuit of. their premeditated 
plan of power to be eftablifhed- in Ajta, < . ' , 

The imbecility of the revolted provinces offered fo flfong a 
temptation tq attempt the accomplilhment of Inch a fcheme, that 
even before any advices were received of the fuccefies of the french 
on the coaft of Coromandel., under Monfieur Dupleix , two Britijh 
fubjeds, James Mill and John A(lon, in the lervfoc of the late Em* 
peror of Germany, had formed the plan of landing in Bengal^ and 
afterwards of marching to Murjheaabad, dethroning tfile reigning 
Nabob, poffcfling themfelves of his treafitre which they then efti- 
mated at ah incredible fum, and of placing another Nabob on the 
Mfifnud. Mill and Alton obtained a commiffion under the great feal 
of the Empire, empowering them to fit out a fofliciettt number of 
fhips in a warlike manner, to prpceed to Bengal and there take -ro* 
poffeflion of the fettlement that had been before obtained for the 
O/lend Company, at Bankibazar ; under fan&ion of which enter- 
prize, they ,propofed to carry their further plan into execution; 

In conlerJuenCe of his Imperial Majefty’s commiflion, in the year 
1746, three ihips were a&ually fitted out in the ‘Thames, viz, the 
Cumberland and Kingjlon of 36 guns each, and the Hardwick of 40, 
under the command of Alton ; and a corps of 550 men, fele&ed 
from the Imperial army, with a train of artillery, were ready to 
embark at Leghorn , in Ihips prepared to carry them to the ifland of 
Madeira , where ftores were fent for them from England. The 
fcheme, however, being defeated, in the moment as it were for 
execution, by government’s interfering in a manner that had like 
to have been productive of a war. Colonel Mill afterwards propofed 
that England lhould join with the Emperor in the expedition ; and 
with fifteen hundred, or two thoufand troops, he undertook to 


* Vtrelfi't View, page 44. 
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anTwer for its fucccfs, at the rifk of Iris head; as appears by his two 
memoirs, copies of which, from an original manutcript, are given 
in the * Appendix. 

Although this propofal was not then accepted, either by the Ea/l 
India Company or government, yet the revolution which took plane 
in Bengal, ten years afterwards, was effected on a plan precifoly 
fimilar to that which had been the fruitlcls objed of Colonel MM'h 
ambition. 

. With. relped to the pretences which were then urged, by the 
fervants of the Company, to juftify their (o changing the Com. 
pany’s commercial for a military fyftem, in Bengal ; it is beyond a 
doubt, that the abufes and intrigues of Europeans in general, and of 
the Engli/Is Company’s fervants m particular, inftigated the Nabob, 
Serajab al Dowlah, to attempt the capture of Calcutta, in 1756, 
wherein he fo well fucceeded ; for long before that period, or the 
protedioii given, to + Rajabbullub' s family, the Company’s records 
had abounded with instances of fuch practices as could not be t ea- 
fonably expeded. to be tolerated in a dependent and proteded fet of 
men under any government whatever. So early as March 1757, as 
hath been {hewn in another place, we lee the Court of Diredors 
were themfelves inclined to fet the Prince of the country at defiance, 
by encouraging their Prefident and Council at Bengal, upon their own 
reprefentatious, tq flielter the effeds and perfons of the \ natives 
with fteadinefs aid refolutiou, in order not to render their protection 
ineffedual, and thereby fubjed the Engli(h flag to contempt. And 
even Mr. Verelfi, after mentioning the re-taking of Calcutta , by 
Admiral Watfon and Colonel Clive, and the roeftablifliment of 
peacq between the Nabob and the Company, proceeds as follows: 

§ “ Certain intelligence was afterwards received of Serajah al 
« Do wlah ’s defign to extirpate the Engli/h, whenever our forces 
«4 (bould return, to the coaft, Hoftilities, therefore, again com- 
« mcnced. The nature of the government, the character of the 
« Priuce, and the univerfal diftruft which from tilde caufes pro 
“ vailed, afforded abundant occafions of intrigue ; and enabled Mr, 
<« fflaUs and Colonel Clive, to whom the whole condud of this 
<( bufindS was committed, to cherilh a dilaftedion, which pro 


• V.<lc Appendix A. Numbers IV. and V. pages 1 ; and 16. 

+ See a letter from Richard Bccher, Luke Scrafhn, and others, dated at Dacca the 
l8th July 1756. Journals, vol. XXXIII. pigo 806. 

1 Rcpoiio, vol. ill. page 479* 

4 Vaeljl'* View, page 44. 
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“ vented any effectual mcafures for defence, on the part of the 
“ Nabob. Our army advanced within thirty miles of the capital 
“ unaffured of affiftance ; but a want of confidence in the enemy's 
“ camp, with the advantageous lituation of the Englifh , afforded an 
“ eafy victory to a handful of troops ; and Meer Jeffier, in pur- 
“ fuancc of a previous treaty, was immediately proclaimed Subah- 
“ dar of Bengal And in another place-—* “ The malice of 
“ Mr. Bolls does not reft here. He reprefents this revolution as 
“ an enterprize of no difficulty. Speaking of the battle of Plaffey, 
“ he fays, “ Happy it was for the Company, that this numerous 
“ army” (of 20,000 horfe, 50,000 foot, and 50 pieces of heavy 
cannon) “ made fo little refinance, that according to Mr. Scrafton, 
“ there were only feventy men killed and wounded.” 

Had not the whole conduit of this bufnefs been induftrioufly com* 
mitted to fo few hands; had not Mr. William Watts himfelf been 
the principal + hiftoriographer of this celebrated revolution ; had 
not the Company’s Perjian and country-correfpondence relative 
thereto been loft, or fuppreffed ; had not the evidence before the 
public been of parties, tharers in the plunder, and deeply interefted 
in obliterating fafts ; or had we the teftimony of Serajah al Dow- 
lnh, Omichund , and other natives to oppofe to fuch evidence, the 
truth might have been difeovered with lefs difficulty. Here, we 
have Mr. Ver tiffs word for the certainty of the JSfabob’s defign to 
extirpate the Engli/ls , when occafion ftiould offer ; but at the fame 
time we have the more certain information, that the fervants of a 
trading community, living under the protection of an Indian go- 
vernment, uninftru&ed by their employers, and when defenfive 
operations would have been raoft eauitable ; did violate the peace 
ftipulated with that government j did enter into intrigues to pro- 
mote treachery and difaffe&ion among its chief officers ; did march 
an army to overturn it, which was by treachery effected ; did feat 
on the Mufnud the very officer who had been feduced*to betray and 
ruin his Prince, and did then, honourably , divide the plunder with 
that traitor. 

So far was the fcheme, fimilar to Colonel Mill's , purfued to 
completion •, and fuch, fairly lifted from the duft of difguife, is Mr. 
Verelft'% and every other account of the firft rife of the prelent go- 
vernment in Bengal ; the progrefs of which, over all India y to this 

* Vtrclft'% View, 6 c. pnf»e 17. 

1 it moiis ol the icvolution in Btrgai 1757. London, printed for A. Millar, 1764. 
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day, has been the fetting up or pulling down of Nabobs, for the 
convenience of the Company or their fervants : the laft unfledged 
youth .of the family in Bengal being now in poffeffion of a ruling 
title without power-, and with little income, for the foie purpofe of 
giving pretences to a trading community, under colour of his 
mock authority, to pradife fuch ads of tyranny, opprdlion, or 
lapine, as may be found fafe, or expedient, under the convenient 
fyftem of the prefent double government. 

With refped to the writer’s account of the battle of Plqjfey, what 
he faid thereon is ftridly fupported, not only by the authority of 
Mr. Scrafton , whom he quoted, but by the. evidence that was given 
before the Seled Committee of the Houle of Commons, in May 
1772; and particularly by the defeription of the battle that was 
there read by Sir Eyre Coote. — It was not the writer’s intention to 
examine into the merits of that battle ; but lince he is fo publicly 
called upon, he muft as openly aflert the truth, grounded on the 
well known fads attending it ; — that the plains of Rlafefeey, on the 
2jd of June 1757, exhibited a feene of treachery and rebellious 
rout ; and not of a contefted and glorious vidory, that could of it- 
felf be juftly made the illuftrious foundation of an EngHfj barony, 
in whatever light it may have been reprelented to impofe on the 
Sovereign and the people of this nation. At the fame time it may 
be allowed, that the very marching with a handful of men, to 
meet fo numerous an army, as acknowledged by the author of 
* Confiderations, while there was a poflibility of the rebels returning 
to their duty, was certainly a hazardous enterprizc ; and had the 
battle been won while the Right Honourable Baron had been afleep, 
the writer would have been as ready as any other man to do juftice 
to the merits of a heaven-born general ; fince none but the enemies 
of the human fpecies can be offended at a battle’s being gained witlx 
little trouble, refiftance, or bloodfhed. 

We will nfew employ a few conliderations on the late fituation 
and dignified charader of Shah Allum, the Mogul Emperor, 
who, we are forry to fay, has not been treated with greater 
faith, or ufed for purpofes lefs unworthy, than the late Nabobs of 
Bengal. Yet had not + Mr. Vereljl and Colonel J Richard Smith alfo 
particularly called the writer forth on this fubjed, he would will- 

• Confederations, 8cc. vol. I. page 40. 

f Vcrcljl'% View, page 19. £?r. 

J Sec Appendix F. Num. XL. page 530. 
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ingly have refrained from further cxpofrng the misfortunes, of that 
poor, impoverished, abufed, and deluded Pt*ince». 

In his * memorial to the Dire&ors, of the 5th September 1 
Hie writer had fpoken of this Emperor’S being, “ as it were, a pri- 
“ finer in the camp when Colonel Smith, at the head of the 
Company’s army, had received a teep from him for two- hundred 
thoufand rupees, and could not perfuade his Majefty to take it back, 
on the Governor and Council's refuting their concurrence for his 
receiving the money. The Colonel’s indignation being routed oa this 
occafion, on the 19th September 1 768, he entered a minute on the con- 
fultations, in terms highly charafteriftic of the ftueft, wherein, in- 
terpreting the above expreffion to mean a chatgt, that he had a&u- 
ally imprifoned the perfon of the Bm¥j&1W)r, Sttfttt AllCjI, lie. 
declared the affertion to be an infamous falfhood p and that he 1 ms 
enlyfir prized' the writer had \ invented nothing Wfflfe ttgaittfl him. 

The Seleft Committee, in June 1765, had declared, in exprefs. 
terms, that this Prince was J “ dependent on their bounty ; and 
“ that his whole hopes, not only of prote&iew, but even offub0ance y 
“ refted upon them.”—— And Colonel Menander Daw, who, from 
a perfonnl attachment, fpeaks as partially of him as any man can. 
do, thus deferibes his fituation to have been at that period.——. 
§ “ He keeps the poor refemblance of a court at ‘tilahubaky where 
“ a few Orfirahs, in hopes of better days to rindr Prince,, having 
“ expended their fortunes in his fervice, Ml exift the ragged pen- 
“ lioners of his poverty, and burden his gratitude with their pre- 
** fence.”-— The Court of Directors a 3 fe, in exprOffing their disappro- 
bation of this tranfa&ion of the teep, frankly acknowledge the po- 
verty ofSHAn Allum, and that, of aft the Princes of the Eaft, 
he was the || leaft capable of affording to make prefents. — But to 
flictv what degree of liberty &ha.'h Axlvm was deeded to.polTefs, 

. the reader muft be informed, tfodt in April 1768, wtegirhis. Impe- 
rial Majefty entertained' thoughts of proceeding up th^Runfry, the 
gentleman who, in Colonel. Smith's abfence, commanded the bri- 
gade ftationed for this King's, protection, actually demanded inftfuc- 
tious from the Secret Committee at Calcutta, ** how far he wax 


* Appendix P. Num. XXX11. page 507, 
t Ibid, page 530. 

J Committee, 2 1 ft June 1765.. Reports, voi. III. page 433^ 

{ Dow's Himlof/an, vol. II. page y/ 2 . 

| Appendix A. page iy:. 

ij Utter from Sit Robert. Barker to the Scleft Committee of the 3d April 1.768, 
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** to be anfwerable for his Majefly s perjon, and how he was to aft, 
“ Jhould his Majefly take any indiscreet step, and talk op 

4 ‘ LEAVING IlLAHABAD ? ’ 

Wc will admit, that this Prince was feated with much pomp, 
on a Mufruid, approached bare-foot, and addvcifed with great vene- 
ration. So we read, the Ifraelites , of old, adored a golden calf. 
Which they themielves had exalted. But it is fubmitted to the 
judgment of the Unprejudiced reader, from the fa£ts now before 
him, whether there was any impropriety in the writer’s expreffion, 
that Shah. Altum , at the time mentioned, “ Was as it were, a pri- 
“ foner in the” Englifh Company’s “ camp?” 

It was this Prince on whom the provinces of Korah and lllaha « 
bad were conferred, * “ his pojeffmns being guarmtied by the Eliglilh, 

to which was likewife added an annual payment , of twenty-fix 
“ lacks from Bengal?’, and who was thereby placed in a litua- 
tion to confirm Lord Clive's jagueer, as related by the author of 
+ Corf derations, &c. arul to /hew ftich deferved marks of gratitude 
and generofity to the Generals Camac and Smith, as are mentioned 
by t Mr. Vcrefd ; 'who, With the Council, in July 1767, informed 
his Imperial Majefty, § “ that they edrnefly wijhed their attachment 
u might hppear to the world more conncfted by honour than by any in- 
u ter fled tye ;• as it was moft glorious for him, and moft reputable 
** to themfelvcs^to have a friendfhip founded on luch a balis.” 

But it was this Prince who had alfo been described, on the re- 
cords of the fame Selqft Committee, in July 1766, in the follow- 
ing, among other words : || “ Surrounded by the meaneft of 

« knaves and fycophants, he is ever ready to follow their advice, 

“ even though it be to the detriment of his late benefaftors. -■ 

“ Every day’s experience convinces us, that it is not the Company’s 
“ intereft to maintain any connexion with a man io weak in un* 
« derftanding, and fo very deficient in the principles of honour and 
u g r atitut%— Provided he withdrew himfelf from our prdteftm, it 
« fs uogredt matter what refuge he feeh." 

• VtrelJT s Vi*w, 6c, page 1 9. 

+ Conpdt rations, & c. vol. I. page 50. 

J Verelft'i Vtew, ;page 19. Alfo Appendix B. Num. II. page 287. 

I Leuer'fro^LUfd Clivs and General Carnae to Mr. Vetdft and the Sektt Com- 
mittee at CJcutta, dated the 14th July 1766. 
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It was likewife this Prince who was to be deprived of the an- 
nual llipend of twenty-fix lacks, which had, in fad, been confer- 
red on him for the temporary ufes of his name, as foon as a fair 
opportunity could be found, -by the cxprefs * inftru&ions, in No- 
vember 1768, of the Court of Dire&ors; who, m April 1771, fur- 
ther + recommended to their .Prefident and Council, to fix his Im- 
perial Majesty’s refidence within their own provinces.-— ——It 
was, laftly, this Mogul Emperor who, by proceeding to the an- 
cient capital, Dehly, avoided the royal apartments that would other- 
wife have been prepared for him, agreeably to the recommendations 
of the Directors, at Ragemahl, or Mongheer ; and who, for taking 
the indifcreet Jiep of leaving Ulahabad, has been finally chaftifed by the 
Company and their fervants, firft, in their with-holding his faid 
annual ftipend, and, afterwards, by depriving him of the provinces 
of Korah and Ulahabad , and giving them, for a pecuniary gratifica- 
tion, to his yizier, the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah. 

The reader, therefore, who impartially confiders the fads herein 
related and proved, can no longer doubt what the author of Confi- 
derations hath aflerted; J “ that his Imperial Majesty wasde- 
-pendent for his fubfiftence upon the fervants of an incorporated 
fociety of Engli/h merchants, who had raifed him to that exalted 
title for the lerving of their own temporary purpofes ; that he was 
no other than their tool ; and would neceffariiy remain fuch, lb long 
as he continued among them ; and that the § pret&ice of governing 
Bengal by a Nabob, under fuch a Great Mogul, was a molt 
lcandalous impofition ; thofe puppets of fovereignty, being no 
other than penfioncd inftruments of impollure and tyranny ; while 
the annual charges incurred under their clokes have been made, in 
no inconfiderable degree, a fund in reverfion, for the private purfes 
of the governing Europeans in thofe countries.” 

So long as it ferved their purpofes, it was not wonderful that 
the Company, or fuch of their fervants as haye had thi| Prince, in 
the charade r of Mogul Emperor, under their management, Ihould 
hold him out as a potent and independent Sovereign j for, other- 
wife', what would become of his dewaunee-funuuds, grants of 

* See the 33d paragraph of their letter of the i ith November 1 768. Appendix A, 
page 191. 

+ Seethe 44th, 45th, and 46th paragap hs of their letter of the 10th A^ril ijyu 
;lbid, pace 256. 

t ConJiderationSy vol.I pages 33, 50, &c% 

^ Ibid, page 21 7. 
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jagueers, teeps, free-gifts, or the honorary titles which have for 
fome time part dazzled and impofed on the weftern world ? The 
dignified diiguife of fuch an elevated authority might ferve to fur- 
ni(h the Company’s ruling-fervants with convenient pretences tor 
planning the feizure of a Prince’s * dominions, or an expedition to 
+ Dehly i but the impofture was carried too far, when, under the 
veil of their country , or Perfian correjpondence, they made ufe of this 
poor, helplefs, and deluded Prince, as a channel of familiar com- 
munication with the l Sovereign of Great Britain. 

Mr. Ferelft fays, § “ Ihould any private man, taking advantage 
“ of an unfettled government, opprefs and harrafs the harmlels 
“ natives of Bengal, and endeavour to (belter himlelf under the let- 
“ ter of laws, calculated for a very different (late of fociety ; let 
M the mifereant be punifhed as his crimes deferve, by a removal 
“ from the feene of bis ravages , by the contempt and detefation of every 
“ honefi mind'' And again, j| “ Mr. Bolts does not chulc to in- 
“ veftigate, in this place, all the private rcafons which, occafioned 
“ the dewannee being a (fumed by Lord Clive and his Select Com- 
“ mittee. — Why. not ? If Mr. Bolts knpws any . private reafons, 

■►See, in- Reports of the Houfe of Commons, voMV. page 88, his Imperial Maje- 
fly’s molt gracious anfwer to the petition of “ his loyal fcrvanU the Englilh Sirdars," or 
Deputies, in December 1768, propofmg the recovery of the Jifmembered ufurpations of 
the Rajah Hindooput,. to be appropriated to the payment of the Engtijh Company's 
army. In this Prince’s dominions, to- the fouth-weftward of lltahabad, are the mines of 
Cfiuddtrpaor and Parma, from whence great quantities of diamonds are extrafted. Had 
the plan been cariied into execution) this precious commodity might have been fouod a 
convenient and honourable fucccdaneum, by the gentlemen of the Selefl Committee ; for, 
the covenants which reftrifted the receipt of prefents could, in no wife, have been con- 
ftroed- to reflrain them from digging diamonds out of a mine. By the Seleft Commit- 
tee’s letter to the Directors, of the 6th 'January 1769 (See Veretfi's Appendix, page 89.) 
it appears, that thefe territories of the Rajah Hindooput, if taken, would have been alfo 
confidered as a convenient fund, that would have enabled Shah /tttum " to beflowre- 
“ wards on thofe whom he might chufe to honour with aprovipon which was certainly 
the primary objeft of the Committee’s conftderation, in giving their “ hints to the Depu- 
« ties" on that'bufinefs, in confequence of a formal refolution that had been taken at a 
meeting of the 31ft duguft 1768. See alfo Appendix A. Num. XXXVII. page 183. 

f Sec General Smith’s letter to the Seleff Committee of the tft May 1 7 69, exporting 
his Mogul Msjefty’s folicitude for a body guard, to condufl him to Dehly ; which the 
General would have fent under the command of the fame gentleman whom he acknow- 
ledged, before the Houfe of Commons, to have been his partner in trade. Appendix A. 
Hum. XLl. page 195. 

X Ibid, page 196. 

$ Vert\/l' s View, Of c. page 14. 

| Ibid, page 20. 


“ Ihould 



^48 CONSIDERATIONS ON 

“ fhould this virtuous •zealot fupprcfs them ? If lie knows none, 
“ how bafe the imputation !” 

After duly conlidcring the facility with which fuch feenes were 
•perpetrated, as have been, deferibed, and the fads which have been 
proved, in this and the preceding chapters, the candid reader will 
be able to diflinguifh the men wlio have deferved the judgment de- 
nounced by Mr. Vereljl , for taking advantage of an uniettled govern- 
ment.— —If to all thoi'e circum {lances, lie adds the confideration of 
the political manoeuvres of the Company’s ruling fervants with the 
Great Mogul Shah Allum , and the Nabobs of Bengal; their 
confirmations of Lord Clive's jagucer ; the progrefs of Eajl India 
flock from the year 1 765 to 1769, in confequeuce at the very ex- 
aggerated and impofing accounts tranfmitted * from India ; the pur- 
chafes of that dock made by. + Lord Clive ; the conduct of the de- 
luded Proprietors in voting an additional ten years grant of the 
\ jagucer to that noble Lord. ; the operation of tire fait monopoly ; 
the fudden fortunes obtained by the Selcft Committee-gentlemen, 
and the acquifitions made by all his Lordfhip’s other friends, depen- 
dants and creatures, under the potent Princes of Bengal, together 
with the powerful die vis and l'ecret advantages attainable by 
wealth, from feats or fuffrages in public aflemblies ; he will 
,ca(ily perceive how far the fources of emoluments, or pecuniary 
gratifications,, were § “ removed by the grant qf the revenue to the 
“ Englifh Eaft India Company and he will be at no lofs to difeo- 
■ver the private advantages of the dewannee fyflem, || “-called, iu 
fi derifion , the Double-governmbnt.” 

* Appendix A. Num. XI. page 40. See alfp the 13th parsg. of Xord Clive's letter 
4 o the Direftors of the 30th September 1765. Reposts, ‘VoL lit. page 394, 

•f Appendix A. Num. X. pages 28 to 39, 
x Ibid. Num. XXX. page 164. 

§ .Vertljl's View, i;c. page it, 

J Ibid, page 20. . 
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CHAP. XII. 

ON the exclusive Trade to and from India; the Regu- 
lations of the East India Company, and their late Ser- 
vants, for conducting the interior Commerce of Ben- 
gal, and* their Practice of seizing their Fellow Subjects 
by military Guards in India, and transporting them 
to England: with Remarks on the late Act of Parlia- 
ment for the better Management of the Company’s Affairs. 

rj^HE advantages of freedom in commerce, and the confequent 
* I definitive tendency of monopolies in general, are univer- 
sally allowed by all men of knowledge ; and no plea, but of a ne- 
^effity, founded in the ancient ftate of the Eajl Indies and of 
Eur ope, was ever urged, by the ablefl writers, in fupport of ex- 
clufive Companies among the Europeans who traded to and from 
thofe countries.. Where fuch neceflity therefore does not exifl, 
the general intereft will be always befl promoted by free traffic. 

But it is ealily demonftrable, that there can be no neceflity for 
continuing any fuch exclufive trade, in tho prefent altered ftate of 
the Enghjh Eajl India concerns, when this kingdom poflefles im- 
portant territories in India, and hath the power of enabling laws on 
either fide of the ocean, for turning into the fcale of this country 
all the advantages of ah open regulated commerce, as much as the 
nature of fuch trade will admit. 

It may, however, be thought an unpopular attempt to attack 
prejudices eftablifhed by time and habit, and ftrengthened by a va- 
riety of combined interefts, which only time, with much expe- 
rience, can weaken, or remove. Mr. rerclfl, therefore, takes the 
prefent popular fide of this queftion, and draws conclufions, which, 
he fays, are evident, of “ the * neceji/y of an exclufive Company ; 
t< t he expediency of uniting the commerce, the political power, 
«t • an d the revemies in the fame hands,” from the practice of other 


* Vtreljl’% View, page 43-. 
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European nations ; although none of them, in fat, are in the fame 
favourable predicament in which Great Britain ftands at prefent on 
the Continent of India. 

Ytt, without the advantages, in that refpet, which this nation 
now pofleffes, France and Portugal are already recovered from this 
error, by encouraging an open trade to India , In fuch manner, 
that it mull be owing to the future deviations of their refpetive 
governments From the firft principles of commercial kgiflation, if, 
uninterrupted by war, their pratice do not, in a .very few years, 
evince the propriety oi Great Britain *s either following their ex- 
amples, or of confining her importations fromJjia to' the Consumption 
of her own dominions. If We may be allowed to judge,. foom .pre- 
fent experience, What is moll likely to obviate foch events ft is 
the impolitic meafures which the Cortipany.puffue in: order to pre- 
vent all other nations from obtaining goods in the provinces under 
their influence; which, Ihould no worfe conferences enfup, if 
continued, muft finally terminate in the fo total debafenieht ind 
dearnefs of the Indian manufaturcs, as muft render their importa- 
tion neither profitable to themfelves or to any Other nation. 

The neediity of creating exclufive Companies, after the difeo- 
very of the trade round the Cape of Good Hcfe, arofe principally, 
if not wholly, from the ats of piracy and murder committed in 
India by pne fet of Europeans upon the other j and from their miti- 
gating and entering into alliances with the fnd/im'Priaces For the 
lame purpofes. In the immutable nature of things, arms, revenues, 
and commerce, are as heterogeneous as fire, earth, and water.— 
When blended, they are definitive of each other ; but while they 
at feparately, they are of mutual fupport.— Sut to 'fuch men as 
reafon on political and commercial principles 'and pratice, Mr. 
Vereljl does well to fay, his * “ work cannot he addreffed.'' The 
diftrefled natives of Bengal , and the fuffering Proprietors of India 
Stock in England \ have alike woefully experienced* the fStal effets 
of a juntion of fuch powers. 

As well grounded is Mr. VcrclJTs fagacio.us information, f “ that 
“ the Exchequer receives annually four fifths of the profits gained 
“ by the Company:" for if, as we muft fuppofe, he means in 
cuftoms and exciie taxes, the fame kind of merit may be claimed 
with equal juftice, by brewers, diftillers, and all other traders prb- 

* f'ertl/i’t View, page 44. 

t Ibid. 
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poitKinally, with regard to their refpe&ive bufiueffes. Can any 
confiderate fnan fuppofe, that government would fuffer beers, 
branches, teas, or any other excite able commodities, fo to burden 
the labour and trade of this kingdom, as at prefent, for the mere 
benefit of dealers ? Or that it would be at fuch an annual ex- 
pepce for preventing the fmuggfmg in of thofe articles, but for the 
duties and excifcs thereon, which are ncccfl'ary for Supplying its 
own demands on the fubjeft ? The allegations, therefore, of pub- 
lic-' advantages fo derived from the Company, are no other than the 
effe&s o{ grofs ignorance, or great dilingenuity ; for fuch .taxes are 
not paid to government by them, but by the coufumers of their 
commodities. 

But if, in his eftimation of dedu&ions made by government from 
the profits of the Eaft India Company, Mr. Vereftl includes the four 
hundred thoufand pounds which, for three years, were paid by 
them, as a kind of quit-rent for nearly four millions, which they 
have cplle&ed of annual-revenue for many years part, it is Hill a 
more ridiculous affertion, hecaufe the whole was indifputably the 
property of the Hate. 

$0 likewife, when Mr. Verelft obferves, * “ that the property of 
“ the Proprietors of Eaft India Stock has been employed in fuftaining 
“ the power of Great Britain , and wrefting all dominion from her 
“ enemies in Afta ; and that, if the Company lias occafionally ob- 
“ tained the protection due to every l'ubjeft from the Hate, it has 
“ likewife given an afliftance which no other fubjeft could afford, 
“ has lavilhed its own wealth, and rifqued its own fccurity in na- 
“ tional contefts, in which the Company’s interefts were by no 
“ means involved it may be fairly anfwcred, that in doing what 
they did, they afted for their own particular intereff, as well as 
for the common good ; and thereby did no more than, in propor- 
tion, was done by every other company, or colony, or community 
of the body-politic : nor to any other did equal advantages refult 
from the war. 

In whofe caufe, it may be alked, were the druggies maintained 
on the coaft of Coromandel ? The French government had been long 
leeking to eftablilh dominion there ; which, but for that war, they 
would infallibly have cffe&ed, in fo formidable a degree, as to have 
foon accomplilhed their great obieft, the deftru&ion of the Eng/ift) 
Eaft India Company ; who, by the luccels of that war, were not 

* Vtrtft’i View, be. page 4 4. 
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only foon effe&ually freed from fo dangerous an enemy, but, at the 
fubfcquent peace, were left without one formidable European rival 
in India. At an immenfe expence to the public, the fea and land 
forces of this kingdom were employed in that war ; and to the fame 
affiftance have the Company been principally indebted for their fub- 
l'equent acquifitions, by good or bad means, of fuch wealthy and 
extenfive territories as gave occafion to their fervants, to declam 
them to have become the Sovereigns of rich and potent 

KINGDOMS. 

If they did not avail themfelves of thofc acquifitions to their 
own infinite advantage, but greatly the contrary ; or if they were 
deceived and abufed therein, the fault muft have been owing to a 
want of abilities, or honefty,. in thofe to whom they entrufted the 
dire&ion of their affairs at home ; or perhaps to a far greater want 
of both in thofe fervants whom they appointed to manage their con- 
cerns in Hindojian. Either of thofe propofitions might ferve to dc- 
monftrate the impropriety of the Eajl India Stockholders being en- 
trufted with fuch power ; but they can have no juft reafon to com- 
plain of the natural and unavoidable confequonces of their own 
errors, or to reproach the nation with their peculiar fervices, being 
themfelves more indebted thereto, than any other body of fubjefts 
in the Britijh dominions. 

So much for the exclufive trade to and from India, and for the 
account likewife of favours conferred, or benefits acquired, as ftated 
by Mr. Vereljl , reciprocally, between the Company and kingdom. 
It may be now proper to fubmit to the reader’s confideration, a few 
remarks on the trade carried on, of late years, by the Company 
and their fervants in India. But as this fubje£t hath been already 
treated at large in the firft part of Conpderations, &c. and much hath 
alfo been faid thereon in the preceding chapters of this volume, we 
lhall now only prefent to the reader luch additional matters as ap- 
pear ncceflary, to corroborate, or elucidate, what hath been already 
laid before him. 

In the better times which preceded the Company’s government 
in Hindojian, but particularly in Bengal, when merchants of aH 
countries were ftrongly protected, and no limits were fet to the 
fales, or purchases, of any nations, or individuals ; thofe provinces 
produced enough of all commodities for anfwering every call that 
could offer, and no monopolies could take place. By fuch means-, 
to the infinite advantage of the individuals of thofe countries, there 
gradually had grown up, of natives and others, many opulent fjic- 
’ culators 
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' - Culators in the furplufiages of products, who, from feafon to feafon, 
made laudable profits by fuch dealings, as did occafionally ferve to 
unburtheu the ryots, or the manufacturers and inferior farmers ; 
to accommodate the itinerant merchants of other countries readily 
with the commodities they wanted, and alfo, in every way, to 
aflift the foreign and native traders refrdent in the refpeCtive pro- 
vinces. When treating of the unbounded extent of the former 
trade and confequent riches of Bengal, even Mr. Fereljl thus informs 
the Directors : 

* “ Of the immenfity of this we muft conceive the moft confe- 
“ quential idea, when we find, from the Cuftom-officc-books at 
“ Murjhedabad , that fo late as Allaverdy Khawri s + time, and after 
“ fo many internal revolutions and foreign ravages, nearly the 
“ value of feventy \ lacks, in raw-filk, were entered there, exclu- 
“ Jive of the European invejlments , which were not regiftered in them, 
“ as being either duty-free, or paying at Hoogly ." _ 

Such were the effects of the wile fyftem by which Hindojlan was 
then governed ; whereby the Bengal provinces became fo much en- 
riched, as not only conftantly to abound with wealth, but likc- 
. wife to be able to afford in fpecie, without fuffering injury there- 
from, an immenfe annual tribute to the Court of Dehly ; little of 
which ever circulated back to thofe provinces again. — Full freedom 
of trade, therefore, under the government of the Moguls, and even 
. under the ufurping Nabobs, made Bengal flourifhing and wealthy, 
and her Princes, of courfe, greatly opulent. 

But although the profperity of the Bengal provinces depend en- 
tirely on the freedom of their internal and external commerce, and 
even the profits of the Company’s trade to and from thofe territo- 
ries {land upon the fame foundation, a quite contrary fyftem was 
induftrioufty purfued, to the ruin of thofe countries, by the late 
Seleft Committees, whom Mr. Fereljl undertakes particularly to de- 

It hath been already {hewn, that former Courts of Directors en- 
deavoured greatly to encourage all freedom of trade among their de- 
pendants in India ; the parties fo trading conforming to the laws 
and ufages of thofe countries, and paying the cftabhlhcd duties. 
Upon fuch a footing, the Englijh, at all times, might trade inland, 

. • Stetlie<5thparag.ofUsleuerofihe5th>//n7i7<59. Reports, vol. IV. page 413 . 

+ Anno 1756 . 
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in any articles, equally with the Nabob’s ■fubjetts ; for it would be 
almoft as ablurd to fuppofe, that any regulations made by the Com- 
pany could extend to the Nabob’s dominions, as it would be to 
imagine, that within their own fettlements, in which they were to 
be governed by the laws and cuftoms of this kingdom, they could 
legally prohibit any refident from buying and felling. Such, alio 
we have (hewn, were evidently the fentiments of the late Mr. Van- 
fiitart on the inland-trade of Bengal ; who has * informed the pub- 
lic, that l'uch orders thereon, from the Company, as were in force 
at the time of his arrival at Calcutta , in the year 1 760, did not con- 
tradift this opinion, which had been confirmed by the praftice of 
both his predeceffors, Lord Clive and Mr. Holwell. 

All the cxclufive trade which the Company were ever intitled to 
by afts of the legiflature, was that between England and the countries 
eaftward of the Cape of Good Hope. They were never entrufted 
with legiflative powers for the government of great dominions in 
India ; but merely with fuch as were deemed neceffary for defend- 
ing and regulating the faftorics and fettlements which they were 
permitted to poflefs abroad, for the purpofe of carrying on their 
trade of imports and exports ; fuch powers having been given to 
them exprefly becaufe it was conceived they would tend to the in- 
creale of the national trade, and of his Majefty’s revenue. It was 
alio cxprdly provided in their charters, that none of their regula- 
tions, or byc-laws, for the di reft ion of even their own lervants or 
other dependants in India , (hould be repugnant to the laws and 
flatutes of this kingdom. 

It is therefore evident, that fo long as the Company were pleafed 
to confine themfelves within the bounds of allegiance to their own 
Sovereign, they were in duty obliged to regulate their conduft by 
the laws of Great Britain ; and when they chofe to afliime the go- 
vernment of kingdoms in Ajia, they were as much virtually bound 
to govern fuch dominions by the laws and cuftoms of Hindojlan ; 
whether they afted openly therein, or under the pretended autho- 
rity of Princes, whom they upheld for a difguife. . 

By Mr. Eanfittart's publication, laft quoted, and by the letters of 
the Direftors on this fubjeft, recorded in the + Reports of the 
Houle of Commons, it appears, that the abfurd orders tranfmitfled 

• Vide Vanfittart'% letter to the Proprietor* of India Stock, in anfwcr to the late* Di- 
rector, Mr. Scrafton, printed for J, Ncmbtty, 1767, pages 80, in. 

4 Reports, vol. IV. pages 188 to 193. , ( 
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to the Prefident and Council by the Court of Directors in 1 764, 
We rci principal eaUfebf all the ruinous confequences which after- 
wards accrued to the trade of Bengal. 

Had the Court of Direftors even pofleffed the legal power, yet 
their great want o’f neeefiary local knowledge muft have rendered 
them -as unqualified for regulating the interior trade of India, as 
their ‘ fe r van ts ' we re unfit for the carrying of fuch meafures into exe- 
cution, from bting 'fhemfolves fo materially interefted in events. 
And indeed, from the firft interference of the Diredlors and their 
fefvants- therein, tiiay be dated the commencement of deftruftion 
to the trade of thofe provinces ; of which truth, a momentary ad- 
vertence to ft<fts will force conviction on the reader’s mind. 

Among the various 'letters from the Courts of India Directors, 
already referred to, concerning the inland-trade, that of the * 8th of 
February i'764, under' pretence of doing jiifticeto the natives and 
the Nabdb, and of not infringing the Mogul Furrukhfeer ' s Fir- 
maun, prohibited trading, not only in fait, beetlenut, and tobacco, 
but aTfo in cvfery dther article produced, or cmfumed in the country ; 
but, however, "with'a latitude given to the Prefident and board 
Calcutta, to add to, or improve on thofe orders, agreeably to the 
#p'rirT of their meaning. 

‘Cinder fuch delegated powers, it hath been Yhewn, that the mean- 
ing of the Direftors was immediately interpreted, by the ruling fer- 
'Vaftts in Bengal, fo entirely to 'their own advantage, that one of the 
r fifft medfures taken thereon was the eftablifoment of a monopoly 
of alFtrade in thofe very 'fpeeifically prohibited-artieles. How far 
their Prefidents and Selcft Committees confulted the welfare of the 
datives and inhabitants of thofe provinces, in the farther freedom 
of dealings, or how well they were qualified for legiflators to a 
people diftrnguifhed for agriculture, manufacturing, and trade, may 
be feen from’ their fubfequent orders and regulations. 

‘ At a felCtt confultation, held the 19th of February 1766, upon a 
Complaint from their tool of a Deputy-Nabob, Mahommed Rna 
Khanon, of the oppreffions pra&ifed by gomaftahs in general, the 
Committee made the regulation, already mentioned, for all go- 
maftahs employed in the inland-trade to be furniihed with perwd- 
ftahs by the Prefident ; in which were to be fpccified the places of 
their fofidence, the bufinefs they were to be employed upon, and 
the time requifite for each purpofe ; without which no man was to 


* Reports, vol. III. page 50 6, 
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be permitted to buy or fell.' 1 At the fame Committee, they were, 
likewife pleafed to make a merchant of Mahommed Rexa Khawn, to 
whom they entrusted the purchafe of all the timber and chunam pro- 
duced in a whole province. In June 1766, for the farther benefit of - 
trade and circulation, they adopted the notorious plan of a new and 
over-rated * gold coinage, which altered the ftate of the currency 
throughout the whole country, effe&ually drained it of its remain- 
ing filver fpecie, and terminated in a great lofs to the Company : and 
at a fubfequent Committee, on the 1 2th of Augtfi 1 766, they threw 
into the hands of their minifter the whole opnium trade of the pro- 
vince of Bahar. 

In order to make a (hew of their great regard for the poor induftri- . 
ous natives, at another Committee held the 15th of the fame 
month, upon private information taken from one Coffinaut , in a 
fummary way, peculiar to themfelves, they collected from a num- 
ber of merchants, who were accufed of felling fait at prices exceed- 
ing the rates eftablilhed by the Committee, no lefs a fum than forty-one 
thoufand five hundred and thirty-five rupees : but they kept it for fucb 
good and charitable purpofes as the Governor and Council Jbould f dtreft. 

At their meeting of the 10th of September 1766, when they re- 
folved upon calling all Company’s fervants, and other Europeans f 
from the inland-country and the fubordinate factories, it was pre- 
tended to be the only means for fecuring the neceffarv authority to 
the government, and protection to individuals. But they excepted 
from this order fuch pcrfons as they were pleafed, upon the fame 
pretences, while, out of regard to their own agents, particularly 
thole employed in the falt-bulinefs, at a Committee of the 7th of 
Ottober 1766, they cancelled certain penalty-bonds, which two of 
thole agents, Mell'rs. Charles Bloomer and tom Lewis had given for 
their good behaviour; and were alfo gracioufly pleafed to indulge 
thole gentlemen with the privilege of trading duty-free. 

On the 22d of Ottober 1 766, thfs enlightened Committee allb made 
a regulation to confine the trade of all Europeans to certain article?, 

• See Appendix A, Nura. XIX, page 123. The noble Prefident pleaded before tbe 
Houfe of Commons, in j unification of his having adopted this plan, that " the gold 
•1 coinage was a fubjeft very much out of his fphere ; that he was totally unacquainted 
«• with the proportions of alloy, and the mixture of metals \ and that he did not receive 
•« a farthing advantage 1 from it." See Lord Clive' s printed fpeech, page 10. An ho- 
nourable member prelcnt oppofed to this argument, or apology of his Lordlhip, the com- 
parative cafe of a quack doflor, who had opened a principal artery, and, after the death 
of his patient, endeavoured to juAify himfelf upon his ignorance of anatomy, 

f Reports, vol. III. page .523. 
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whereof they compofed a moil ridiculous lift, tinder the denomina- 
tion of exports from the Prefidency and Fattories ; and all trade 
from one part to another of thole extenfive territories was thereby 
abfolutely prohibited, * “ on pain of coufifcation of the goods, to 
“ be appropriated at the pleafure of the Committee." — A few days after- 
wards, they likewife committed the fuperintendence of this bufmefs 
to their tool Mahommed Reza Kbawn ; who was di retted + to caufc 
all perwilnahs to be immediately regiftered, and, without delay, to 
fend down to Calcutta , all fuch perfons as could not produce a pro- 
per authority for their trade and relidcnce in the provinces : while a 
, number of military guards were ftationed at a variety of places called 
Chokeys , for the collettion of duties. And further, on their own 
l'nggeftion that the country would not produce fo much raw-filk 
as the Company had required for Europe , while private merchants 
were permitted to deal in that article, at a Committee, } held on 
the 37th of December 1766, they were pleal’ed to reftrain, or pro- 
hibit all trade in that commodity alfo. 

Upon the inland, or circular traffic of the Bengal provinces, 
wholly depended the profperity of their external commerce, and the 
annual liquidation of a lar£e balance in their favour, from the adja- 
cent and other diftant countries, whole merchants were ufed yearly 
to refort to their frontiers : and whatever merchants carried on this 
circular trade, muft have been quite immaterial, fo long as they 
peaceably conformed to the laws and ufages of the country, and 
paid the eftablilhed duties. 

Yet, without any diftinttion made on thofe points, the wifdom 
of the Calcutta legiflators difeovered in general, that the circular 
§ traffic pf Bengal was particularly pernicious. The inland-trade 
carried on by tire French , they likewife deemed an encroachment ; 
and, as if exprefly for the purpofe of preventing the influx of wealth 
from the interior parts of Hindo/lan, they gave direttions to Sbetabroy , 
their collettor at Patna , for (topping all trading boats that (hould 
attempt to pafs the frontiers of || Bahar. 

To crown the whole of fuch proceedings, at a Selett Commit- 
tee, held the 29th of December 1 767, they formed a let of regula- 

* Appendix. A. Now. XXI, page 130. 
f Ibid. Num.XXU, page 134. 
i Ibid. Nnm. XXV, page 1.13. 

$ Ibid, page 163, 

I Ibid, page 164. 

H Ibid. Num.XXXlI. pag*l68. 
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tions for conducing the inland-trade of the country, which their 
Refident at the Durbar was directed to enforce, as ufual, under 
the pretended .authority of their tool of a Nabob, without making 
the Company to appear as principals, exprefly for the purpofe of 
preventing the' trade of the other European nations ; "Under which 
regulations, Shetabroy would not permit the French to carry on any- 
trade whatever, notwithftandiog they were * willing to pay the ufual 
duties , without orders from Mr, President V ereljl. 

It was impoflible to frame laws which, confidering the Hate of 
Bengal, could .tend more direCtly to opprefs the inhabitants, and to 
curb or fetter their trade ; and indeed, fuch was the very alarming 
profpcCt, from the inevitable badconfequences of thofe regulations, to 
the manufactures and the revenue of the; provinces, that the writer, 
then on the fpot, ventured to reprefent their evil, tendency to the 
Court of Directors, in his memorial, already + mentioned, of the 
1 2th October 1767. 

None of the gentlemen at the Board of Council, through whom, 
that memorial was tranfmitted, paid auy attention to its contents. 
Neverthelefs,. Mr. Richard Becker, one of thofe very gentlemen to 
whofe attention it had been particularly J recommended, and who 
had joined with the reft of the board, in condemning it as a pro- 
duction filled with mif-reprefentations and falfehoods, after he had 
fucceeded Mr. Sykes in the Refidency at the Durbar , foon difijovered 
the baneful effeCts that had been produced by thofe deftruCtive re- 
gulations. In a letter of the 7th May 1769, that gentleman in* 
formed Mr. Vereljl , § that the poor roanufa&urers had been obliged 
to fell their commodities at any price, which thofe employed to 
purchafe for the Englijb thought proper to give them ; that finding 
no free-vent for their goods, they were dilcouraged from manufac- 
turing them » and that tl>e natives, Armenians, and others, had 
been long deprived of the liberty of purchafiug goods at the firft 
hand, to the great detriment of the revenue. 

The ftationing of foldicrs at Chokeys , for the collection of duties, 
afforded the molt favourable opportunities for the praClice of every 
lpecies of impolition and fraud by the Chokeydars and others, who 

* Appendix B. Num. XXI. page 29 < 5 . The Court of Direfton were afterwards fo 
injudicious as to countenance this impolitic cooduft. See Appendix A. Num. XXXVIII. 
page 184. 

t See page 82. 

j Ibid. See alfo Appendix F. Num. XIX, page 474. 

4 Appendix A. Num. XLH. page 199. 
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availed themfelves of their uncontrouled military authority to de- 
tain the goods of the merchants, and to extort whatever foms they 
pleafed for their releafement. That fuch was the effect of the prac- 
tices confequent of this wife eftablilhment of military-guards for the 
purpofes of commerce and revenue, may be folly feen in the proofs 
here referred * to : pra&ices which naturally contributed to render 
every part of the country, what Mr. Sykes deferibed the raoft fruitful 
province of Purnea to have become, + “ a wajle, and habitation of 
birds and beajls .” 

The fatal effe&s of all thofe impolitic and mtfehievous regula- 
tions were alfo foon very fenfibly felt by the Company in England \ 
infomuch, that from the moft accurate J accounts drawn up by 
order of the Dire&ors, it appeared, that on the cargoes of 30 mips, 
brought from Bengal , during the five years fubfequent to the af* 
fumption of the dewannee, the prime colt of which was 3,037,266 1. 

the Company had only gained 680,502 1 . whereas they had 

gained 930,700 1. upon the inveftments of only 1,642,1801. that 
had been imported in 20^ (hips, during the five preceding years. 

So that notwithftanding the high encomiums which the Presidents 
and Select Committees had paffed on their own virtues and abilities, 
and particularly on their great attention to the Company’s intereft, in 
the vaft increafe of their inveftment (which, as the intelligent Mr. 
Vereljl calculated, would yield the Company one § hundred and fe- 
venty-five per cent . profit) the Court of Directors were forced to 
complain, that their (hips were returned from Bengal with fuch de- 
preciated fabricks, that fome of them |j M fcarce produced their origi - 

nalcojt." And if a complete and faithful account were laid before 
the public of their Tales down to the prefent time, the writer might 
venture to affert, that it would appear they have been fincc loling 
at a, very confiderable rate upon the whole of their calico-invefl- 
ments from that Prefidency. 

But after Mr. Vereljl had been a principal author of every order* 
atrd every regulation that was calculated to confine and fetter trade, 
and which had actually brought the provinces to the brink of fuch 
ruin as could no longer be concealed, it is curious to fee how that 
( gentleman filled the Company’s records with long-winded, high- 

• See Reports of the Houfe of Common*, vol. IV. page 1 1 6c. Alfo Appendix 
P. Numbers VII. XIII. XIV. XXVII. XXVlll. and E. Num. XLV. &c. 

f Appendix B. Num. XV. page 292. 

I Ibid. A. Num. XUX. page 2jo. 

a Vereljl' s View, ire. Appendix, page 119. 

, See the letter from the Directors of the t«th Jpril 1 7 7 « • Appendix A. page a ja. 
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founding minutes and letters oft the advantages of freedom In trade. 
Yet fuert was the conftant tenoUr pf Mr. VereljTi public conduft. 

In his minute entered on the proceedings of a Select Committee, 
* held the nth Augufi 1769, he acknowledges, that “ the infights 
“ which he Had then acquired by his refearches into the trade of 
“ the country, filled hitn with the mod alarming ideas of its ge- 
“ neral date that “ the prop and merchants nad been reduced 
“ to beggary, or forced to rehnquifh their bufinefs, and were gone 
“ off to the adjacent countries and, contrary to what had been 
reprefented by himfelf and the very members of this Committee 
but a few months before, of the ruinous confequences accruing to 
Sujah al Dowlab's Country, from the trade carried on there by the 
dependants of the Englip , he therein acknowledged, that the reafon 
why “ Sujah al Dowlab's territories, in particular, did wear fuch 
“ an afpeft of affluence and increafing profperity beyond their own, 
“ was, in a great meafure, owing to the accejjion of wealth they had 
“ received from the natives ^Bengal.” 

In the laid minute he likewife further acknowledged, that the 
diffufion and freedom of trade was the foundation of opulence and 
internal profperity ; that it Ihould be as unconfined as the air in which 
we breathe , and that fuch freedom, in Bengal, was more particu- 
larly beneficial , as its commerce, from the .moft accurate calculations, 
was a clear and Intrinfic gain to it, equal to the whole amount of its an- 
nual exports. Moreover, that he had been affured by Mahommed 
Reza Khawn, that upon a mere “ intimation of a ftee- trade, orders 
“ for the remittance of twenty lacks of rupees from Bandras, Agra , 
“ Dehly, and Lahore, were fent to the Mogul agents.” 

It muff be allowed, the advantages of an entire freedom of trade 
in Bengal cannot be better exemplified than by contrafting them 
with the acknowledged or known effects of a contrary practice. 

We have Ihewn, from the evidence given by Mr. Verelfi, as 
taken from the government-books at Murfiedabad, that in the year 
1756, nearly the value of 875,0001. fterling, in the fingle article 
of raw-filk, had been entered at the cuftom-office by private mer- 
chants, ex clufive of the inveftments of the European Companies. 
At this period the Company’s affortment of Cojfimbazar filk ufed to 
be invoiced, upon an average, at from fix to feven rupees per feer. 

• A< which were prefent, Harry Verelft , Efq; Prefident, John Cartier, Richard 
Smith, James Alexander, and Charles if oyer, Ehjuire*. Vide Appendix A. Number 
XL1II. page ao t. 

Now 
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,, Now thegreateft inveftment of raw- (ilk that was ever bought for 
the Company in Bengal, even after their fervants had retrained 
* the purcjiafes of all other perfons, was that imported in the year 
1771, which amounted to about 1,490,571 current rupees, or at 
twenty-fcven pence each rupee, 167,689/. \s. 9 ftcrling. 

Upon an inquiry into the lource of the continual complaints which 
the regulations of the Selcft Committees at Calcutta had occafioncd to 
be made, by the French and Dutch, of the interruption of their trade, 
Prefident Fereljl and the Durbar Refident informed the Committee, 
by letter + of the 28th June 1767, that it was impracticable to afford 
them any relief ; becaufe, although the trade of private merchants 
had been curbed and curtailed to the utmoft, the country did not 
afford a fufficient quantity of goods to anfwer their demands, fince 
the Engli/h Company’s inveftment had been lb conliderably increafed : 
when, according to Mr. Fereljl, + “ Such was the rigour excrcifed 
“ to complete the quantity required by our DireClors, that the Na- 
“ bob has found it difficult to procure the neceflary fupply for his 
“ houlhold, without making application to the Engli/h Agents.” 

Now thegreateft inveftment, including raw-filk and every other 
article, provided for tjie Company in Bengal , to this day, was that 
of the year 1769, the prime coftof which amounted to § 742,288 /. 
And the Cq/fimbazar ftlk imported by the laft ftiips that have arrived 
in the year 1774 is invoiced to the Company at as high as fourteen 
rupees and three .quarters per feer. 

Here the reader therefore fees from the mod indifputable evi- 
dence, that lb late as the year 1756, and even before the country 
had recovered from thofe internal revolutions and foreign ravages 
which Mr. Fereljl deferibes to have brought it almoft to ruin, with 
a free trade and under the government of a native Nabob, Bengal 
yielded more in one ftngle article of commerce than under the perni- 
cious operation of the orders and regulations of the Eajl India Direc- 
tors and their fervants, after feveral years of tranquillity, could be 
procured even with prices advanced above 1 00 per cent, and with the 

• See Appendix A. Num. XXV. page 144. 

| Ibid. Num. XXVII. page ijj. 

} Vereljt' s View, 6 c. page 84 . . 

i Appendix AJ Num.XUX. page 249. The writer ha9 not taken the mveflmenf or 
the year 1771, which Mr. Vereljt lays (page 85) amounted to 768,500/. becaufe that was 
artificially (welled by the moft definitive purchafcs made in Calcutta from the Company's 
fervants and Others, on which the Company gave at lead twen ty per cent, upon the Aurung 
prices, paying in bonds which immediately bore imereft at eight per cent. 

praftifing 
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pra&ifing of every fpcciesof artifice to ingtofs the whole produce of 
the country. 

Such were the confeguences of the interference of the Company 
with the inland- trade of Bengal. But before we quit this fubjeil, it 
may not be improper to call the reader's' attention alfb to the mode 
of forming and executing the various extraordinary orders and regu- 
lations which, from time to time, were made by the late boards at 
Calcutta , relative to the trade and government or thofe provinces. 

On the records of the Company, as hath been frequently (hewn, 
fuch regulations were conftantly penned with the grenteft appearance 
of difuitsreftednefs and regard to the welfare of the community. If 
the candid reader, therefore, were to confider them, not from their 
nature and effe&s, but from the fpecious gloffes with which they 
were difguifed, he might even imagine, like a well-meaning Eajl 
India Dire&or, that upon the framing of fuch records, the bufinefs 
was done ; and that the poor natives of Bengal had been, of late 
years, the happieft people on earth. 

But he mult be informed, that there were no effective Courts ap-' ’ 
pointed to inforce the execution, or punilh the tranfgreffion of fuch 
regulations ; both which were alfb referved to the diferetion or ca- 
price of the Prcfident and SeleCt Committee. The progrefs of thofe 
regulations, in Calcutta , had perpetually been no other than their 
Secretary’s caufmg notices on paper to be parted up at tlfe doors of 
the Council-houfe, the Mayor’s Coutt, and the Fort, containing 
copies of the refolutions of the board, and fotnetimes imperfect trail 1- 
Jations made thereof by their banyans into the Bengal language, 
rarely intelligible to the natives ; which, after the firft ftorm of rain 
or wind had defaced or difperfed them, were thought no more of. 

The fame was the progrefs of thofe' regulations alfo in the interior ‘ 
provinces, where they were tranfmitted to Mahommed Reta Khawn , 
or their Relident at tne Durbar, under whom he adled 1 and to the 
Chiefs, or the Indian Collectors who a&ed under their infpcfHon, at 
the fubordinate factories : while the governing fervants of the Com- 
pany, who enabled, as well as thofe who were to inforce or fuper- 
intend the execution of fuch laws, were conftantly the firft and 
moft iuterefted iu breaking them. — Thus, the ohly farrier againft 
the lull of rapine was a limple combination of the letters of an al- 
phabet. 

The impartial reader, therfefore, who duly weighs the fails her e in 
. fubmitted to his judgment, canned withhold his aflent to our pco- 
pofition, that the commencement of ruin to the interior traffic of 

Bengal 
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rauft be dated from the firft period of the Company’s Directors 
and governing fervants interfering in the regulation thereof: and if 
it'.be eonfidered, that the regulations and reftriCtions which they have 
fo made and inforced, of late years, have been equally as contrary 
to the laws and cuftoms of Hindo/lan, as to thofe of Great Britain , it 
will alfo be readily admitted, that they have been wholly as illegal 
» they have been repugnant to reafon, and tyrannical. to 

In fiich a fituation of Bengal, could there a man exift, regardful 
of the welfare of his fpecies, and not folicitous for the falutary and 
equitable interpofition of the wifdom of the Britijb Legiflature, from 
which alone any hopes could be entertained of remedies for the evils 
that were daily increafmg under fuch a government ? 

A rational dread of the ill confequenccs that might refult, as well 
from their own directions, as from the regulations of a Select Com- 
mittee who were continually afluming the higheft merits from the 
moft pernicious meafures, induced the Court of Eajl India Directors, 
by their orders * of the 1 5th September 1 769, to the intended Super- 
vifors, to reftore the trade in fait to the former footing, by opening 
it to all perfons, as well natives as Europeans . And the farther expe- 
rience of their fatal effects, with the alarming accounts of abufes and 
diftrefs which they were continually receiving from Bengal, at length 
fo far opened the eyes of the Directors, that m the year + 1771 they 
jqdicioufly abolished duflveks, and gave fuch other orders for the unt- 
verfal freedom of trade, as might, in a few years, if left to their full 
operation, have in agreatmeafure revived the drooping manufactures 
and retrieved the almoft loft branches of the frontier-traffic of the 
Bengal provinces. 

But by a narrownefs of mind, or a fliort-fightednefs which hath 
ever attended the orders or regulations of the Directors, when their 
objeCt has been to reconcile the exercife of their ufurped legiflative 
powers with their commercial interefts, the fame letter which con- 
tained their orders for the freedom of trade, and the protection of the 
natives, conveyed fuch other powers to their Prelident and Council, 
as muft naturally have rendered thole orders wholly ineffectual. Theft* 
were private powers, given in a particular commiffion under the 
Company’* feal j whereby, in open defiance of juftice, and in viola- 
tion of tnc cooftitutiooal and. unalienable birth- rights of. their fellow- 
fubjeCts, the Directors impowered their ruling lervants in India to 

* Reports, to!. III. page 531. 

\ See their general letters of the 10th April sad 28th Avgujl 1771. Appendix A. 
Noxn. LI. page 2$o. and Num. LU. page 260. - , 

feize 
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leizc anti fend forcibly to England any of his Majedy’s fubjc&s whtjm- 
foevcr, under fuch unnatural and tyrannical conditions impofed on 
them by * new- contrived covenants, as rendered them the mere help- 
k-fs (laves of the Company’s Prefidents and Councils, who were 
thereby made the folc judges of the propriety and expediency of fuch 
cruel and ruinous tranfportsitions. 

The exercife in a Britijh colony of this exorbitant power by the 
Company’s fervants, of arbitrarily imprifoning, banifhing, and trans- 
porting of Britijl) fubje&s by military guards, was reprclcnted by the 
Author of Conjiderations, as a + principal caul'e of that rapid acquisition 
of immenfe fortunes which would continue to bring thofe provinces 
nearer and nearer to dedrubtion, if effe&ual meafures were not 
fpeedily taken to prevent fuch violences, to enable the injured more 
eafdy to obtain relief, and to inflid exemplary puniflunents on fuch 
oppreflois. 

Well calculated,” fays Mr. Vereljl , “ as this paffage may be 
“ to work upon the honed prejudices of an Engli/h reader, it is diffi- 
“ cult to conceive why we are to attribute fortunes rapidly (queezed 
“ out of the natives to the pra&ico of fending a dangerous European 
“ to England ; or how the prevention of fuch violences, or punilh- 
“ meats of fuch opprelfors, will fave the provhices from that ap- 
“ proaching ruin which Mr. Bolts denounces.” 

No man but Mr. Vereljl would have dared attempting to miflead 
the public judgment by the darting of fuch a doubt ; for it will be 
found, upon a lerious examination, that no regulation could have been 
more favourably contrived for enabling the Company’s ruling fervants 
to continue their monopolies and other oppreffions upon the natives. 
The ruling fervants of the Company were at all times the only 
persons who could be guilty of fuch great oppreffions, impofitions, 
or monopolies, as alone could enable them rapidly to acquire enor- 
mous fortunes, at the expence, and to the great injury of the na- 
tives. No man of underdanding will doubt, that iuch oppreffions 
and monopolies mud tend to the ruin of the provinces; and there 
can be no honed man, who knows any thing of the date, of the 
kingdoms under the power of the Company, but will fdtnjt, that no 
native of India would ever dare attempt to obtain judice againd fuch 
oppreffors, without the affidance of an European, advocate. But, if 

* See thefe covenants at large, Reports of the Houfe of Commons, Vol. III. pages 177 
to 180. ' i ’ 

.-f Confidirat'ms, lie. vol.-I. page 147. 
i Ytrtlft’i View, page 7. 

fuch 
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fuch European be made liable to lie fuzed and tranfported to England, 
at the plcafure of the Company's ruling fervants, it is lilt-evident 
that the natives can have no checks in their favour, for the preven- 
tion of fuch opprdlions as muff naturally terminate in the min of 
thofc provinces. 

Upon this fuhjeft of tranlportation Mr. Eereljl proceed*, in the 
fame page, thus : — “ The mode of reafoning in conilant ufe with 
“ Mr. Bolts is by declaiming ftrongly on pofiible clfu‘ls to inflame 
“ the mind, to mention a particular faff which proves nothing, 

“ and then very liberally to deal forth general invudives, leaving 
“ the reader to luppofc practices thus alluded to have fupimily pic- 
“ vailed. Who would not, from the following pallagc, be lul to 
“ imagine, that the practice of fe nding to Europe had In. n io coni- 
“ moil as todeftroy all private credit ? The reader will, perhaps, be 
“ lurprized to learn, that Mr. Bolts is the tingle inllance of a trader 
“ being fo tranfported during many years.” 

It is certain that the writer was the only inftance, for fcver.il 
years part, of an European of extenfive dealings and great property, 
who had been in the Company’s civil fcrvice, being fo lei zed and 
forcibly fent away from Bengal. But, betides the cates already 
given in the firft part of Con/ldcrations , &c. the inthmees were innu- 
merable of perfons who had received the lame arbitrary orders for 
departure ; and who, if they had not obeyed fuch orders, or evaded 
them by fee-king protection ill foreign fettlements, would, in like 
manner, have been fent away by force. From the writer’s lituation 
and the nature of his mercantile concerns, it was neither in his power 
or inclination to obey the illegal orders he had received : to that he 
was, in a great degree, under the neceflity of putting thole powers 
to the teft of huv, and to make fuch a (land in the gap, between the 
defpotifm of the Company and the liberty of the fubjeft, as, though 
it has terminated in his own ruin with refpedt to property, has alicady 
been offome, and would have proved of much greater lervice to Ins 
Majefty’s fubjefts in India, had not Ajlatic influence too much pre- 
vailed in the laft Brlt'jh Parliament. 

Mr. Eere/fi farther obferves, * “ Common fade mult difeoyer, 
“ that a power of feizing Briitf) fubje&s, for the purpofe of fending 
“ them to England, muft fall to the ground, if magi Urates, having 
“ a mere local authority, lhould prefume to releafe them. But fo 
far from offering one argument, that will ftarnl the teft of common 

* Vcrcljl's View, Wc. page 13- 
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ft- nfc, to prove that the exercife of fuch a power was or is in any 
degree neceflary to the Company, he contents himfelf with a low 
* perverlion of the arguments which were ufed by the writer to prove 
that there could not poffibly exift any necefiity for their fo banifhing 
or tranfporting perfons, without a crime and without a hearing. 

In another place our author thus difeourfes on this fubjeft 
+ “ Mr. Bolts , flill declaiming againft tranfportation, has this paf- 
“ fage : “ But there is a direft uncon ftitutional ufe to be made of 
“ fuch power, which is, as we have feen, that of employing it to. 
“ punifh men for doing their duty, even in Courts of Juftice. They 
“ may diloblige men in power by refufing to be pliant Judges, if 
“ in the Mayor’s Court ; or pliant Jurors, if impanelled as Jurymen 
“ at the feffions; and may be therefore punilhed with ruin, in re- 
“ venge for their honeft difeharge of the firft focial duty." — After 
thus reciting the writer’s words, Mr. VereJJl makes the following ap- 
peal to the Public : “ Have fuch cafes ever exi/led? Has fuch an un» 
“ conftitutional ufe been ever made of this power ?” 

To thefe bold queftions it is as boldly replied in the affirmative, that 
fuch cafes have exifted, and that fuch abul'es of the power mentioned* 
have been often pra&ifed in India. Were we inclined to recur to 
former times, many examples might be likewife given in proof here- 
of, with lomc of which Mr. Verejjl was perfectly \ acquainted. But 

without 

• Vcrtljl\ View, be. page 14. 

+ Ibid, page 13. 

X Iii the caie o t Mr. Jonathan Ranfon. This gentleman, who itftill living near Lon * 
don, had charge of the Company’s marine yard at Calcutta in the year 1751. On a 
pique harboured againft him by the then Governor, it was privately fuggefted to the 
Council, that frauds h3d been pra&ifcd in the marine department. On that fuggeftion, 
having previoufly fent Mr. Ranfon upon a furvey down the river, the Prefident and Coua>- 
cil, by deliberate written orders, caufed his houfe and warehoufes to be forced open, and 
his bqoks and papers to be feized and brought to the fort. A black merchant of confide- 
rablc property, named Ramfontofe, who atttd as Mr. Ranjbn's banyan, was ontbisoeca- 
fion alfo feized, and imprisoned from the a 1 ft of November 1751, to the 19th of June 
1752 ; and, for prefuming to lay his complaint before the Grand Jury, they were plcafed 
to order him to be dripped, tied up, and flogged with thirty- nine lafhes of the chatubuck^ 
and then fet at libei ty. Drning the time of this perfection, the refentment and power of 
the Goveruor and Council were exerted againft every man who did his duty* by endea- 
vouring to procure jullice, either to Mr, Ranfon or Ramfirttqfit, and particularly againft 
Mr. William I Tool head „ their agent, who was thereupon ordered home to England . Now, 
as when thefe tranfaftions took place, Mr. Verejjl was a Clerk in the Secretary’s office ; 
and when Mr. Ranfon' s complaint was brought to a hearing in the Mayor’s Court, in 1754, 
was both ai Aldennan and au evidence in the caufe, we may naturally fuppofe him to 
have been well acquainted with the whole ptocecdings. 

On this cafe it may not be improper to obferve, that the Prefident and Council were, at 
one and the fame time, the aggrelfors ; tlie only Jufticcs of the Peace to take cognizance 

of* 



INDIA AFFAIRS. Part II. a<> 7 

without having recourfe to auras preceding his own adminiftration, it 
may be allowed the writer, in his turn, to alk that gentleman, Did 
not Bolts do his duty, when, as an Alderman of the Mayor’s Court, 
he endeavoured, though in vain, to procure from the Mayor of Cal- 
cutta a fight of Mr. Verelfi' s private letter, in confluence of which 
the *caufeof Parfeek Arraioon was put a fudden (lop to, in the mo- 
ment of judgment ? And did not Mr. Vereljl know, that in Augujl 
i77t, at another Prefidency, fix Judges of the Mayor’s Court were 
fuddeniy ordered home for not complying with the requilition of the 
Company’s Prefident and Council, relative to the proceedings of the 
Court, in a caufe wherein they themfelves were parties ? 

With refpeft to the deftru&ion of private credit, conlequent of 
this pra&ice of fudden tranfportation, although, by confounding the 
argument in puerile abufe of the + “young writers" and the “ black 
“ merchants Mr. Vereljl attempts to evade the fad, by treating the 
idea as a chimera ; yet every real merchant mull be fetilible, that fucli 
an effed will be the inevitable conlequence of fucli a pradice. It 
hath been already Ihewn, and may be l'cen in the reports of the 
Houfe of Commons, that the Diredors of the Company were for- 
merly lb attentive to this point, as to make it an article in the cove- 
nants of their fervants, that they Ihould not leave their fadories or 
fettlements before they had difeharged all fuch l’ums as they might 
be juftly indebted to the J “ black merchants, or natives of the 
“ country.” 

But whatever may have been Mr. Vereljl' s View at the time of 
his publication, we have Ihewn, by his own evidence, quoted in 
the preceding chapter, from the general letter of the 25th September 
1769, which was juft twelve months after his fudden leisure and 
tranfportation of the writer, j| that fuch was the general decay of 

of, and the only Judges to decide on criminal matters ; while they were alfo the makers 
and unmakers of the Court of Mayor and Aldermen, and themfelves formed the Court ot 
Appeals for all civil complaints. From fuch an clUblilhmcm, which Hill continues at 
every Prefidency except Calcutta, let the reader confidcr what a gloiious prolpeft of juf- 
tice do thofe Britijb colonies in Afia afford to the aggrieved ! 

This affair of Mr. Ranfin ' s was brought to England •• but the India Directors contrived 
to make matters up with that gentleman, probably not without apprehensions, that they 
would have been, even then, deprived of this power of tyrannizing, had it’s cflcfls been 
publicly made known in England. 

• Vide Confidcr ations, 6Sc. vol. I. page 91 . 

f Vereljl' s View, 6c. page 8. 

t Reports, vol. 111 . page 181. near the bottom. 

it See the 39th par. ot a letter fiom I’rdiJcnt Vereljl and the Council of Calcutta to the 
Court offii/f India Dircftom, Dated the 15th Sept. 1769. Repot ts, vol. IV. page 41 6. 

L 1 2 credit, 
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credit, that the moil opulent of the native merchants preferred lock- 
ing up their calh to the lending it at intereft, even to the moji refpec- 
table char abler s amongft the Company's fervants. The ingenious 
lvaiims which the Prclident and Council advance to palliate the evil 
are luch as afford the moft condemnatory proofs againft theml’elves. 
They deferibe this general ftagnation of trade and want of credit as 
owing to the p/eat difficulty thofe natives found in recovering money they 
hadj onncrly lent , from the great fcarcily of fiver. 

If Mr. rercjft will infill, that luch worthy fervants of the Com- 
pany could not pay their debts from the great fcarcity of iilver, we 
anlvver, they might have paid them in gold, of which there was too 
great a plenty : and therefore, unlefs he inlifts that thofe moft rcfpec- 
table characters had adulterated the gold coin, or were deficient in 
point of honefty, he muft agree with the Author of Confr derations, 
that the diffidence of the native merchants was owing to the want 
of public jufticc ; the infecurity of property ; the great alarm which 
the praClicc of luddcn fci/.ures, banilhments, and tranlportations 
had created, and the great lofl’es which many of thofe natives had 
luftained from that practice. For example’s fake, it may be here 
remarked, that no European ever had more extenlive dealings than 
the writer with the natives of India , to fevcral of whom his trans- 
portation hath proved fatal : for although, under a ftatute of bank- 
ruptcy, he hath delivered up his all in obedience to the laws of this 
country, yet thofe natives can reap no benefit from the laws ht pre- 
fent in being, under the lhamcfully-pretcnded fanCtion of the autho- 
rity whereof they have, through him, fu fie red their injuries. 

But, in oppofition to Mr. Vereljl' s doCtrine, it may be farther in- 
filled, that the effedt of this practice of Hidden tranlportation was not 
only the immediate deftrudtion of all private credit and fecuritv, but 
tlut the mutual confidence fo neccfl’ary in commercial affairs, which 
fubliltcd between the natives and Europeans in the fettlement of Cal- 
culi a before the tranfportation of the writer and others, will never he 
perfectly * rc-eftablifhed, until they fhall be better fccured, than 

they 

* In the Memoirs of Ruffin, lately publilhcd, there is a remarkable cafe in point, as to 
this o>nfei]ucnce of ludden tranfportation ; whereby it appears, that the Czar Peter, 
notwithftanding all his knowledge and abilities, by a wrong exertioe of power ovci a (ingle 
individual, i uined the whole credit of his fubjefts, and defeated one of the moft beneficial 
utulu takings that was ever formed for the good of his country. The reader, it is hoped, 
will cxc ufe a iccital of this cafe in the words of the author : 

“ Peter 1. during his reign, took all the pains imaginable to make his fubjcfls good 
“ merchants, and to engage them not to fell any longer the merchandizes pi odurtd in his 

“ dominions 
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they are at prefent, againft the repetition of fuch prafticc, by fome 
future Aft of the Britijh Legiflature. 

As to the new covenants which the Company have lately impofeil 
on their dependants, in order to give a fanftion to this favourite ufur- 
pation of power, the leizing of their fellow-fubjefts in India and 
forcibly bringing them to England , they are truly fuch as the Author 
of Confiderations on India Affairs * reprelented them ; and probably 
never would have been contrived, had it not been for his cafe. 
The difpaflionate reprelentations of their evil tendency and iijjuftice, 
from gentlemen on whom they were endeavoured to be impofed at 
another Prelidency, may perhaps have greater weight with fomc 
perfons than the reprefentations of a differing party. The reader is, 
therefore, referred to the Appendix for a perufal of the + remon- 
(trances that were made to the Prefident and Council, by two gen- 
tlemen who declined to execute them at Fort St . George . 

There have been epochas in the Britijh conftitution, when, per- 
haps, the lives of the perlons who had forged fuch (hackles of <la- 
very, as are contrived in thofe covenants, would have been deemed 
inadequate facrifices to public juftice, for fuch flagitious attempts 
again# the majelty of the people. But although Britijh luhjcft% 
allured by hopes, of wealth, now tamely emigrate to India, hound, 
by covenants, to llavilh acquielcence under the vileft afts of ty- 
ranny ; and although fuch ufurped powers have been hitherto no 


<* dominions at fecond hand, by foreigners ; but to carry on their tiadc dirc/lly in goods 
a laden on Ruffian bottoms, to foicign countiics, in the manner pra&ifcd by other com* 
44 mercial nations. 

“ i n the beginning of this century, the Emperor made a trial of this kind. He lent a 
** Ruffian merchant, called Soloview, to Amfierdam , there to tflablilli a RuJJuin faftory, 
41 or houfc of trade ; and that he might fuctced the better, he not only g ive him level al 
44 commiflions of the Court, but there were alio granted to him great advantages on the 
44 reft of his trade to Riffa. As Sdovievj was really a man of pm is, and had ail the ne- 
tt ce/Tary capacity, he knew fo well how to avail himfelt of all tholeciicuinll im.es, that 
44 he had, in a few years, gained a conlidcrablc capital ; at the fame time that his civil 
44 behaviour had won him the fiiendihip and confidence of all the Dutch mu chant s. Hut 
44 Peter I. being, in 1717, at Amflerdam, fome of the great men of the Com t, who ha 1 
< 4 taken a pique agnirtfl him, bccaufe he would not fatisfy the extortions of their avarice, 
44 found means to blacken him in the opinion of the Emperor; who, bating caufid tins 
<< merchant to be carried off', had him embarked on board a (hip for hu(/ui. J his oua- 
44 Honed the Ruffian trade’s falling into a great decline in Holland, the dctlm of Amjt<r~ 
44 <lam being thereby grown afraid of milling any Ruffian merchant ; fo that it has rot 
44 been iince pofliblc to form theie any folid cftablifhment,” Memoirs of Ruf/iu, by C.c- 


aeral Manfiein , page 387. 

* Confiderations, &c. vol. I. pages 118 to 1 24. ^ 

-f* Sec the letters of George Smith and Andrew Refs, Efqrs. Appendix A. 
page 279. and Num. LVIl# page 282. 
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otherwife noticed by Parliament than in being honoured with a 
place in their * reports ; yet is the pradice which they are calcu- 
lated to fereen, not only repugnant to the perfonal rights of men, 
the equity of fervice, the fecurity of credit and private property ; 
but likewife to the true interefts of the Company, the welfare of 
the fubjugated provinces, and the good of this kingdom. 

From what has been made to appear, it muft be evident to the 
unprejudiced reader, that the ruinous iituation to which the Bengal 
provinces were reduced, from the year 1765 to 1770, was owing to 
the perfons intrufted with the Government being placed in fitua- 
tions under little controul ; or fuch, in fad, as freed them from 
every reftraint, and enabled them to fet themielves above all law 
whatever ; contrary to every principle of the Britijb conftilution. 
Perhaps, wherever there are evils under which the governed labour, 
they may be generally deduced from a limilar caufe in every commu- 
nity. But if the Governors, in Bengal , were under little controul 
before, the Legiflature hath liuce placed them under much lefs. 

By the late Ad of Parliament, of the 13th George HI. the Go- 
vernor General, the Council, and the Judges of the lupreme Court 
of Judicature, eftablilhed in Bengal , are, indeed, retrained from 
trading or receiving prefen ts ; and the fame fort of reftraint is laid 
upon all perfons employed in the colledion of the revenues or the 
adminiftration of juftice, their agents or fervants. There are alfo, 
among others, lcveral wife and excellent provifions therein made, 
for the trying of all matters in the lupreme Court of Judicature by 
Juries of Br il i/I) Refidents ; for the rendering of written evidence 
taken in Bengal, in certain cafes, of equal validity with viva voce 
evidence in England ; and for the trying in his Majefty’s Court of 
King’s Bench of all luch crimes, offences, corrupt pradices, or mif- 
demeanours, as may be committed in India by the faid Governor 
and Council General, the Chief Juftice, or the Judges of the faid 
lupreme Court in Bengal, or by any perl’on employed in a civil or 
military ftation or capacity there or in any other part of India. 

But at the fame time that thefe falutary regulations are made, the 
faid Governor General, the Council, and the Judges, making toge- 
ther nine men, to whom all the powers of legillation and executive 
government are delegated, are freed from fuch indidments, infor- 
mations, arrefts, or imprifonments, as their fellow-fubjeds are lia- 
ble to in Ajia : whereby the Legiflature hath effedually confirmed 


* Reports, vol. III. page 177, lie. 
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th e dodrine of Lord Clive's adminiftration, that « oppreffms com - 

muted by the President and Council were not cognizable by any civil 
“ authority in India.” 1 y 7 

It hath been (hewn, that the noble Lord Clive was the firft Go- 
vernor who ever prefumed to reftrain a man lawfully retident under 
the fandion of the Britijh laws in Bengal, from trading ; and he and 
his Select Committee were the firft who fyftematically adopted the 
ruinous and iniquitous pra&iceof Hidden feizures, imprifonments, and 
tranfportations. And it is remarkable, that, by this Ad, the Go- 
vernor and Council "alfo arc inf r lifted with fuch powers of with- 
holding licenfes for trade or refidence in India , or for fending men 
forcibly to England , within twelve months, as, conlidering the 
fituations of the Britijh refidents in that part of the world, are 
equivalent to the power of ruining any man at will ; and fuch as, 
if fandified by the co-operation of the four Judges, might eftedu- 
ally fecurc them under any breach of the law, and proted them 
in any ad of tyranny or rapine. In this fifuation, the lands, the 
perfons, and the properties of the millions of induftrious inhabi- 
tants in the Bengal provinces, as well as the neighbouring Princes, 
are, by the Britijh laws, left at the mercy of nine men, who, if 
they Ihould prove as unanimous and fuccelsful in their operations as 
the late Seled Committees of Bengal, might renew the fame deval'- 
tation, with like emoluments and equal impunity to thcmfelves. 

With refped alfo to the regulations in this Ad which relate to 
commerce, had they been didated by the very Prefidents and mem- 
bers of the laid Committees, they could not have been better calcu- 
lated to fereen their own oppreftions and blunders. The diftrefs 
under which the commerce oi Bengal has long laboured hath been 
proved to have been principally occafioncd by the fetters and reftric- 
tions which had been impofed on it’s inland-trade : yet by this Ad 
of Parliament that trade hath been cramped by regulations almoft 
equally as impolitic as thole under which it before laboured. 

By one claufe, Britijh fubjeds are abl’olutely prohibited from 
trading in fait, bcetlenut, tobacco, or rice, except for account of 
the Company ; although the Company never traded in thole articles 
in Bengal , and although, if ever they do, fuch a monopoly mull: 
inevitably prove more deftrudive to the country than any trade of 
individuals in thole articles. 

By the fame claufe, likewife, fubjeds under a certain description 
are prohibited from purchafing any goods or commodities, by way of 
traffic, within the provinces of Bengal, Bahar , and Oriffa, to fell the 

6 lame 
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fame again within the 1'aicl province-. N evert he Ids, it is provided 
in the lubfequent claufe, that all pcnbus, not otlimvifc prohibited 
hv the Ad, may carry on trade within Fort JVilHam and the town 
oi" Calcutta. 

In the next claufe it is provided, that inch perfons as are reftrained 
by the Ad from carrying on any trade Hi all not be thereby prohibited 
from colled ing in their outAanding debts, or from felling or dif- 
poling of the morchandifes and (lock in trade whereof they may be 
fcvcralty poA'elled at the time when the prohibitions, therein fpcci- 
fied, (hall rd'pedively take place. Hut notwitliAaiiding this great 
indulgence to merchants, they are by the fame claule required, 
within thirty days, to deliver in to the Governor and Council Gene- 
ral, a full, true, and juft fpecification, upon oath, of all the goods, 
wares, ciTcds, and flock in trade then in their pofleAion, which they 
are obliged to difpole of within the [pace of nine months : although 
inch may be the lituation of thofc perfons, and the nature of their 
trade, that three or more years may be infufficient for the perfor- 
mance of the talk impol'cd on them. 

By another claule of the Ad, the perfons therein deferibed are rc- 
A rained from trading, after their covenants or agreements with the 
Company for reliding or trading in India lhall be expired, without a 
new licenfe. Under this rcAridion arc included even Frce-mariners ; 
a clafs of men who have ufually gone out under no other limitation for 
reliding or trading in India for life, than that of giving fecurity not 
to become chargeable to the Company : under which iole condition 
moA of the gentlemen went out, who are now in India of that deno- 
mination. 

The pradice already mentioned, of feizing and tranfporting, fo re- 
pugnant to the rights of men by nature, as well as to the conftitu- 
tional privileges of Britijb lubjeds, from exprefs compad with the 
Crown, although laid under feme tacit reftraints, is Dili fo far en- 
couraged by this Ad, as muff not only greatly impede the re-eftab- 
lilhment of all commercial confidence and credit between the natives 
and Europeans , but may likewife he produdive of fuch evils and in- 
juries to many Britij h fubjeds as may provoke them to the worft ads 
of delperation ; even fuch as, in the end, may prove fatal to the in- 
tercAs of the Company and this country in India, fince they will 
affed men in a military as well as civil capacity. 

In the fixth chapter it hath been fully proved, that the Armenians 
have greatly contributed to the prefent lplendor and power of the Bri- 
tjj!) nation in Afta ; and it is alfo very evident, that, like other Ajiatic 

mercljj||pts, 
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chants, as fixed and conftant rdldcnts, they mull naturally contri- 
bute more to the increafe of the trade and the permanent welfare of the 
fettlements where they refide, than the temporary fervants of the 
Company who go out to India for the foie purpofeof acquiring wealth 
and returing with it to Europe. Upon the petition of the Armenian 
C.ojamaul, on behalf of himfelf and others of hu nation, it was allb 
proved before a Committee of tire iaft Houfe of Commons, that they 
had “ of late been greatly impeded in their bufiuefs as merchants, 
“ by the mod cruel, deftrudive, and injurious regulations, and 
“ grievoufly opprefTed by long and cruel impi ilomncnts and other- 
“ wife, by the nominal Nabobs,” adiug under the fervants of the 
Company. However, no particular attention was paid to thole fads, 
which ftand lb proved and on record before the Houfe, although 
the profperity of the trade of Bengal avowedly depends on giving the 
fulled: protection to fuch merchants. 

During the parliamentary deliberations on the Ad now under con- 
fidcration, it is alfo worthy to be remarked, that an honourable 
* Member of the Houfe of Commons, who hath ever Ihewn himlelf 
equally ftrenuous in his endeavours for l'uccouring opprcflid indi- 
viduals and fupporting the common rights of mankind, prefented 
to that aflembly and moved for the inlertion of a claufe for eluding, 
That all Hindoos, Moguls , Armenians , and other merchants, 11a* 
“ fives o f AJia, Ihould be allowed, as in all times pall, to carry on 
“ their trade, in arty goods or merchandize whatloever, without 
«* moleftation, in, to, and from Calcutta, Madrafs , Surat, Bombay, 
Bencoolen, and all other ports or places within the limits of the 
Company’s charter, on paying the legal duties and culloms eftab* 
“ lilhed at the rel'pedive places where luch trade might be carried 
*1 on ." — Neverthelefs, this juft and provident daulc was njeded, 
contrary to the interefts of thofe provinces, of the Company, and 
of this kingdom ; and contrary to every principle of found policy : 
for the profperity of all manufacturing or trading countries inurt ever 
■depend on the freedom of traffic. 

Did not this very Ad of Parliament perpetuate the fad, poftcrity 
would fcarcely believe that in lb enlightened an age, the Legillature ot 
the greateft commercial nation on earth had been icrioully enadiug 
laws to define the perfbns who Ihould buy and lull, the articles they 
were to traffic in, and the times and places wheil anil where they 
ihould purchafe or dilpole of their commodities with excefiivc pc* 

* Cwge JohnJlme, Efqi Member for Ceckcnmtb. 
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naltics annexed to the tranfgreffion of fuch rules : rrtuch lefs would 
they be inclined to believe, that fuch a Legiflature could have Hum- 
bled into the framing of fetters for their countrymen, with which 
they could not bind foreigners, in India. 

But the commercial part of the law laid down in this Aft is not 
only inconfiftent with the regulations by which the Company’s af- 
fairs were directed previous to the year 1764, and under which the 
Bntijh fettlements in India were raifed to a high pitch of affluent 
welfare, but it is undefineablc in theory, impracticable in execu- 
tion, and fubverfive of all thole immutable prihcifdes which muft be 
ever adhered to by all nations who feek profperity or advantage from 
trade and commerce. The intelligent and unprejudiced reader, who 
attentively confiders the prefent Hate of Bengal , will alfo evidently 
perceive that it is eludible in every point, by the agency and inter- 
vention of that race of men who aft in the double capacities of Ban- 
yans and Merchants, while the double-government ftrongly 
favours fuch elufion ; that it is contrary to the nature of things, in 
prohibiting that which is not bad in itfelf or in any relation to fociety ; 
that it militates againft the end propofed, for if it could be carried 
into the moll effectual execution, it would perpetuate the ruin of the 
commerce of Bengal : and therefore, that it is defective in every 
condiment principle that is effential to a good law. 

Before we difmifs this fubjeft, it may farther be remarked, that 
the preamble to the Bill, as originally printed, fet forth, tint various 
frauds , abufety and opprejjions had long prevailed in the government 
and adminlftration of the Company, as well at home as in India ; and 
fo indeed it was fully proved before both the Committees of the 
Houle of Commons: but when the Bill was finally palled into a 
“ I .aw, “ frauds and opfrejfmi ’ were expunged, and only “ abujes" 
retained. 

The few obfervations that have been made, it is hoped, will en- 
able the reader to difiinguilh the fpirit with which this Aft was 
palled. — How far Adminiftration, while afting with the moft lau- 
dable intentions, may have been milled by deiigning and iuterelted 
men, we will not prefume to guefs : but we will venture to aflert, 
that the Aft now under conlideration, as to the commercial part, 
will not produce the falutary effefts at prefent requifite to retrieve 
the manutaftures and reftore the trade of the Bengal provinces, and 
much ltfs Hand the tell: of future time. 

How tar the remarks made by the fugacious Lord Chancellor Bacon y 
on the concerns of Princes, in his days, are applicable to the Hate of 
2 the 
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the India affairs appertaining to England in our own, is left to the 
confideration of the intelligent reader. — The wifdom, faith the Chan- 
cellor, of modern times, chiefly conlifts in the adapting of remedies 
for prefent evils, or efcapes from impending dangers, rather than the 
keeping them off by a 1'cJid courfe of wifdom ; and it is the folecifm 
of great power, to think of commanding the end, without fecking 
the means. ' The original words of that great man are very remark- 
able : 

* “ Veruntamen & hoc verum eft, moderni temporis prudentiam, 
“ circa Principum negotia tradanda, in hoc potiffimum verfari, ut 
“ conquirantur magis & aptentur remedia Sc lubterfugia malorum Sc 
“ periculorum, cum ingrucrint ; quam ut prudentia folida & con- 
« ftanti depellantur & fummoveantur, antequam impendeant. Ve- 
“ rum hoc nihil aliud eft, quam in agone cum fortuna experiri. 
“ Caveant autem homines, ne obdormifcant circa turbarum materias 
.“.primas, Sc inchoamenta. Nemo fiquidem fcintillam, incendium 
“ parituram, prohibere poteft ; nec regioncs metiri, unde eruptura 
“ fit. bi Principum negotiis interveniunt proculdubio multac diflS* 
“ cultates & impedimenta ; at faepenumero maxima impedimenta 
“ funt Principum ipforum affedus Sc mores. Etenim Principibus 
“ frequenter accidit, ut contradidoria plane appetant ; ficut rede 
“ Tacitus : “ Sunt plerumque Regum voluntates vehementes. Sc 
“ inter fe contrari*.” At potenti* nimiae foloecifmus eft, credere fe 
“ poffe finem rei pro arbitrio aflequi ; neque tamen media procu- 

“ rare.” 

Sermoocs Fideles, Cap. XIX. De Imperio. 
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I N the firft part of this work, the writer . humbly recommended' 
to the confideration of the public filch remedies as, in his opi- 
nion, were moft neceflary to cor reft the evils which he de-- 
monftrated to have prevailed Ih the E'dJ India concerns of Grettt 
Britain. According to that opinion, Which Was not fotmed in 
theory or fpeculation, but wholly grounded on fafts and his own 
experience, he prefumed principally to point out the neceffity there 
was, 

Firjl , Of rendering his Majcfiy’s' Courts Of Juftice ih India, in? 
dependent of the Governors and Councils at the Company’s relpecr- 
tivc Prefulencies. 

Secondly , Of abolifhing tlicir ufurped poWer offeixing and im— 
prifoning tlieir fellow fubjefts in India, and 'tranfpotting them to 
Europe without legal cOnviftion dfguift, or even without any crime 
but that of heihg found ih India. 

Thirdly, Of taking from them all power of oppreflion, and of 
fettering or monopolizing the trade m India , under the mock- 
power of Indian Princes. 

In the preceding chapters, which fully confirm all that has been 
aflcrttd in the firft part of Considerations, it hath been 
further incontrovertibly fhewn, 

That a confederacy of Britijh Subjcfts, in the characters of Re- 
prelentatives or fervants to a commercial community, have had 
the audacious temerity to ufurp Sovereign domination in Bengal. 

That l'uch rule hath been exercifed by thofe fubjefts in practices, 
that were made enormoully lucrative to themfelves, and propor- 
tionally injurious to their employers ; while whole nations of inno- 
cent, hnrMlefs, fubmiffive, and inddftrious Indians have been there- 
by deftroyed in murderous wars, plundered by illegal imports, 
exaftions, and extortions, deprived of their native Princes* depo- 
pulated and ruined : And, 

That 
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That fuch domination was maintained I>y thofe fervants fo long 
as it could bo done, under the dilguilc of a mock-government, for 
the wicked purpoles of concealing tne polUdfion thereof from the 
ruling powers of this kingdom, and for deceiving the Sovereign to 
whom they owed unalienable fidelity and allegi.mcc. 

It hath been alfo lhewn, both in this and the preceding volume, 
that the ravages to which Bengal has been expol'ed, of late years, under 
the management of the Company, have proceeded, in a great meafure, 
from the arbitrary powers given to the perfons with whom they 
entrufted the government of thofe provinces. 

But nothing can be more impolitic than the placing of the Go- 
vernors of diuant provinces in uncontroulable fituations. All de- 
puted Governors hold power in depolit only for the good of the 
community, and can poffefs no rights that are inconiiftent with inch 
an end. While they difeharge the duties of their high ftations 
with integrity, they can have nothing to dread from the collective 
body of the governed ; but each individual has every tiling to fear from : 
the paflions, prejudices, weakneffes, ignorance, or wickcdnela of 
Governors, when exercifmg unlimited authority, as tew men will 
refill ftrong temptations to the abufe of it. The want of fuch dan- 
gerous power mull, therefore, be the bell fecurity againil the 
baneful practices of tyranny. 

. Perhaps there can be no fituations in which the common good 
requires more or llronger legal reftraints to be laid on Governors 
than, in the lubjugated provinces of Afta. With the uncontrouled . 
powers that have been delcribed, they may there, with the ufmoft 
eafe, enrich themlelves ; while fuch wealth will, at the liime time, 
furnilh the means of prolongation to that power, and, together 
with the numberlefs difficulties and the delays that mull unavoid- 
ably be encountered in purfuing juflicc againil them, at fuch a - 
dillance from the fccnc of adion, will likewil'c l'ecure to them even- 

lual impunity in Europe. . 

With relped to the prefent admmmration of the Bntrfh concerns 
in Afw, the public therefore, in reality, have no llcurity but in the 
creat virtues of the gentlemen who have been lately appointed. . 
And although, if we coniider the late ad of parliament as a tem- 
porary expedient, it may be admitted, that the choice ot govern- 
ment could not have fallen upon more eligible perions, yet to ex-, 
ped the difinterefted, unprejudiced, dilpaliionate, and wile exer- 
tions of the powers of any man, or let of men, m inch fituations, 
is leaving that to the guidance of chance which all experience mews 



278 CONSIDERATIONS ON 

cannot l»c too ftrongly guarded. The welfare of nations, there- 
fore, cannot long be lately trufted to fuch precarious expedients. 

The fcholnftic or fpeculative rights of a Sovereign de jure-, wh6 
is not fo defatlo, were never known, even in Afa, but as a fereen 
of ufurpation, and will not long (land the teft of political experi- 
ment in Europe. But, as it hath been (hewn, that the Company 
have actually thrown off their difguifes of dependance on his Impe- 
rial Majefty, Shah Allum, and the potent Princes of Bengal , it is 
high time the Legillature of this kingdom Ihould. completely abolilh. 
the double-government, which has fo long ferved as a blind to 
every fpecies of iniquity. 

Had the enormities which have been perpetrated in Bengal , un- 
der that cover, been no other than the firft vexations and dilorders 
incident to conqueft, many irregularities might have been readily 
overlooked. But when we conlider the fubmHTive difpofitions of 
the inhabitants, who have been fo made to fuffer ; that, in the 
midft of peace they have, by deliberate ads of tyranny, been cruelly 
harafl’ed and opprefled ; that they have been even deprived of their 
natural rights of trade by ruinous monopolies, not only of every 
article of commerce, but of the very neceffaries of life ; and that 
fuch monopolies have been eftablilhed for the private emolument of 
the ruling ufurpers, who, for fuch and other fecret purpofes, avow- 
edly with-held from the Britijb State the knowledge of their poflef- 
fion of fuch important territories : our admiration is excited at the 
forbearance of the Brit if) Legillature in palling no retrolpedive ad 
to punilh, or even to exprefs their juft abhorreucc of, thole enor- 
mities which have been pradifed under fuch a mock-government 
as hath difgraced the nation in the eyes of all Europe and Afa, 
without anlwering any national or worthy purpofe of prudence or 
juftice. 

As to the Company’s policy of obftruding the inveftments of 
other European nations by fuch underhand management, in the 
prelent lituation of their affairs in A fa, it muft appear no wifer an 
attempt than that of ruining themfelves in order to injure' their 
neighbours. But, can it be politic to hazard a war with France, 
or any other nation, for a few pieces ofmuflins? When national 
complaints are made by the foreign Courts, will the Compaity now 
get rid of them by aferibing their caufes to a M|pck-Nabob? Or 
will adminiftration, by referring them to the Company? Should 
l'uch obftrudions be carried into the moft effedual execution, will 
not the Company be eventually the lofers, in their affumed charac- 
ter 
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ter of Sovereigns in Bengal f Or if the foreign nations, difnppoiuted 
of their own purchafes there, Ihould prohibit the introdudion of 
the Indian manufadures into their European dominions, will not the 
Company be likewife lofers in their mercantile capacities in Europe , 
from the failure of their Tales for.je-exportation ? 

With refped to that part of the late ad of parliament, for the 
better management of the Company’s affairs, which relates to the 
commerce of Bengal, it may be remarked, that the natives have 
heretofore been compelled to refign the trade of their country to 
Europeans, \fcho are now wholly prohibited from trading in the ar- 
ticles of fait, beetlenut, tobacco, and rice, hut, judging from what 
they have lb often experienced, it is not to be expeded that the 
natives will venture to engage in any great commercial undertaking 
in thofc or any other articles, unlefs Europeans be privately con- 
cerned with them therein ; for that conquerors (hould place them- 
felves inworfe (ituations than the conquered, is a myftery they can- 
not comprehend, nor will ever be made to believe. 

If we examine what appears to have been the foundation of this 
prohibition, we {hall find it to have been of the mod ridiculous 
nature. It muft have been either, that the Europeans did not pay 
fufficifnt duties, or that by themfelves, or their gomajlahs, they 
were guilty of abufes in carrying on the trade. If the former was 
the evil, the remedy was to colled higher duties. If the latter, the 
cdablilhment of adequate punilhments and redraints might have 
prevented thofe abufes. Without the agency of gomadahs, neither 
the native merchants or Europeans can carry on any trade whatever 
in India. But it appears, that becaufe abufes are alleged to have 
been committed in the carrying on of this trade, towards the cor- 
redion of which no punilhments were ever effedually applied, or 
even ferioully or rationally attempted, the trade has been prohibited 

^ gut this prohibition is equally impolitic in another light. In 
the firft part of thefe Considerations it hath been fliewn, that a fpace 
of country, in the centre of the Company’s pofleffions, extending 
two hundred and forty miles, from the ifland of Sundeep to the 
ifland of Sagor, remains to this day a delart, over-run with wild 
beads, a ad yielding nothing but wood, wax, and fait 5 winch- 
laft article it is capable of producing more than all the relt ol the 
falt-pergunnahs in Bengal together. In the fame volume it hath 
alfo been * Ibewn, that under the government ol the native Nabobs, 

• Confdtraimi, Vc. vol. I. DOW In page 200. 

foreign 
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foreign merchants, from even fo diftant « • country as Cafhmeer, 
were encouraged to refort to thofe woods, called Sunder bund, where 
they erected works, called * Tofalls , for the making of fait ; which 
enhanced the revenue, by clearing lands that would otherwife have 
i remained unoccupied. 

Now the enterprizing nativity and the vigour of Europeans, 
which are raoft likely to contribute to the reaping of thofe advan- 
tages which may naturally be cxpe&ed from lo extenlive a country, 
cannot be too much encouraged ; and all the arguments that can 
be advanced to juftify the prohibition of their trading in fait, 
bectlenut, tobacco, and rice, are equally ftrong again!! every other 
article of commerce in India, whether carried on by Europeans or 
natives, and may therefore with equal propriety be applied to the 
abolition of all trade whatever. 

Little did the writer imagine, after what be had proved in the 
•ftrft part of this work, that the Legillature of a great kingdom, 
•whole wealth and power are founded on commerce, would have 
made trading in India a crime; or that a magnanimous people, from 
whom Monarchs have been accuftomed to receive their crowns, 
Would be reduced to begging, from a deputation of a few fellow- 
fubjedb, of liccnfes even for the mere liberty of breathing in any 
■part of the globe beyond the promontories of Africa and South Ame- 
rica. 'But, to return to our lubjetft. 

The veader hath been Ihewn the different fituation of Bengal , 
•under a reftratned or fettered trade, contrafted with an univerliil 
freedom therein. It hath been likewife Ihewn, that the praftice of 
‘(htioning chokeys, for the collection of duties on the tranfit of 
goods, hath furnilhed the means of great oppreffion. To fay the 
truth, chokeys only lerve to infeft the public roads and pallages ; 
and in the prefent ftate of Bengal can never be put under fuch regu- 
lations as will effectually remain the abules committed by the 
officers called Cbofteydars. Tlie injuries which the country hath 
luftained from the obftruftion of its commerce by fuch impofitions 
muft neceflarily have over-balanced every coulideration of advantage 
from the amount of duties fo collected. 

It hath been alfo Ihewn, that, although an indilcriminate cry 
hath been raifed againft gometflahs in general, rarely any have ever 
had the influence or power requilite for committing grievous oppref- 

• This f.ifl is confirmed by a letter to the Board from Meflr*. Cartier, Senior, Ley* 
tejlcr, and French ; dated the loth January 1763. See Reports, vol. III. page 342. 
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fiQns, but thofe employed by men in high ftations, or for account 
of the Company. And whether the 'Company have their inveft- 
ment provided by gomajlahs, or on contract, by the intervention of 
Dadney merchants, no regulations for the prevention of fuch abufes 
as have been and will be pradtifed, under the fanttion of their 
name, influence, and power, will ever be rendered eftdftual until 
they themfelves fliall defift from all acts of reftraint and violence on 
the manufacturers, and purchafe their inveftments, in every relpedt, 
ou the fame footing as private merchants. 

In fuch a lUte of things, to multiply regulations is to mul- 
tiply the means of oppreflion ; fo that the mod natural and effec- 
tual remedies feem to be, the taking away of all temptations for 
abufe, by eftablifhmg an univerfal freedom in trade to all men, in 
every article produced in the country ; with the entire abolition of 

all duties whatever. Inftead of granting licenfes for purchafing 

and felling, let it be made a crime to demand of any merchant his 
authority for either.— —Inftead of colledling duties at Chokcys , or 
any where elfe, let it be made a crime feverely puniftiable to flop 
any man’s goods on the highways, in the pafiages of rivers, or at 
the pafles on the mountains,, upon any pretence whatever.—; In- 
ftead of ftationing peons, to watch the weavers and- cut their un- 
finifhed webs from the looms, let regulated markets be eftablifhed, 
for the public fale of their cloths, in every Aurung or manufadur- 
ing village ; where the utmoft vigilance mould, be exerted to pro- 
tect them from oppreffion in the difpolal of their goods. 

Monopoly will then be prevented on the moft lolid and perma- 
nent grounds, becaufe men will rarely find it pradhcable or advan- 
tageous to engrofs, when circumvented by the unreftramed exer- 
tions of an induftrious and numerous people, in fo fertile and ex- 
tenfive a country. The lofs of duties on fuch a plan would be an 
' object of fo little moment, that to regret it would be like grudging 
to part with the feed that is neceffary for an eniuing crop, for luth 
lofs would be foon amply compenfated by the mcreafe ot agricul- 
ture, population, and manufactories. As the Company, or govern- 
mentfwould then naturally reap great advantage 111 the revenues, 
from the confequent influx of wealth, they could have nothing to 
fear from the fyftcm of fuch an univerfal freedom of trade. 

But there are other confiderations which ought to command the 
ferious attention of government. Such a plan would foon render the 
as ab i irnt a,,d d>aap a. ware whs.. ™ 



a8i CONSIDERATIONS ON 

governed by its native Princes. It would then reftore the maritime 
commerce and the frontier traffic, many branches whereof may, 
perhaps, never otherwife be retrieved j and it would effe&tially pre- 
vent all difputcs with foreign nations, who have fa&ories eftablifh- 
ed in thole countries. 

The obje&ions which may be oppofed to this plan, are filch, it 
is to be feared, as will arile wholly from the private interefts of 
fuch Europeans as are fent out to India to be provided for ; and who 
will not approve of being reduced, in their trade, td‘a level with the 
natives. Yet, to a mind unfettered by national prejudices, it would 
be difficult to offer a convincing rcafbn, why men in India ftioufd 
not be placed on the fame natural ground as the reft of their fpeties 
in other countries, where fortunes can only be acquired by the 
means of fuperior induftry, genius, or abilities ? Or to a man, not 
void of humanity, why the inhabitants of Bengal fhould not be 
allowed the full enjoyment of thofe natural benefits which their 
native foil prefents to them ? To fuch men Lord Clive has fumifhed 
an anfwer, which, although it cannot be quoted for its fincerity on 
the occafion for which it was ufed, is extremely applicable to our 
prefen t fubjett : 

* “ Is there a man anxious for the fpeedy retqrn of his fon, 
“ his brother, or his friend, and folicitous to fee that return ac- 
“ companied by affluence of fortune, indifferent to the means by 
“ which it may have been obtained ? Is there a man who, void of 
“ all but felfiln-feelings, can with-hold his approbation of any plan 
“ that promifes not fudden riches to thofe nis deareft connexions ; 
“ who can look with contempt upon meafures of moderation • and 
“ who can cherifh all upfart greatnefs, though Jligmatized with the 
“ Jpoils of the Company ? If there is fuch a man, to him all argn- 
“ ments would be vain ; to him I fpeak not.” 

The confufioti of ideas that has arifen from the mifreprefentatiohs 
of artful men, and the narrow principles by which the Britljh 
Ea/l India affairs have been conduced for fome years paft, may 
pollibly furnifh iufuperablc obflacles to the adoption of fuch a 
plan at this time. Perhaps we may defpair of ever feeing fo juft 
and generous an out-line adopted, under the fyftcm of this united 
cxclufive Company, whofe foundation was hid in injuftice, and 
whole commercial and political affairs, in Afa and in Europe , from 

* See the 23d parsg. of Lord Cllvt'% letter to the Directors of the 30th Stptmht 

1765. Reports, rol. HI. psge 397. 4 
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its firft eftablifliment to the prefent time, it' is demonftrable, have 
been cpnftantly carded on in a train of dark intrigues, deceptions, 
and partial jobs, for the benefit of the few, to the injury of the 
many. 

We have already ventured our opinion, founded on this expe- 
rience, and on the immutable nature of things, that an exclufivc 
company is no longer ncccffary for the beneficially carrying on ot 
the trade between Great Britain and Hfui. On the contrary, from 
the recent practice of other nations, and the prefent ftate of India , 
we have ventured to foretell, that, in a very few years govern- 
ment will be convinced of the propriety of laying this trade open, 
under certain regulations, if it mean to derive any permanent bene- 
fit from the national commerce and territories in Jjia ; and not tin? 
l'uffering of a commercial l'ociety, when their trade fails, or the 
avarice of their fervants prompts the expedient, to have recourfc to 
the fpoils of nations and the plunder ot Princes. 

Such an alteration, it is conceived, might be effect'd with pre- 
ferving to this kingdom all the advantages which it ever derived 
from the exportation of ftaple productions, and the duties on goods 
imported under the monopoly. It is beyond a doubt, that if the 
merchants of this metropolis, together with tliofe of the great com- 
mercial ports of Liverpool, Bri/lol , Hull, Glafgow, Lath, Dublin,' 
and Corke, were at liberty to fit out (hips for India , there would not 
be wanting many private focieties of wealthy merchants who, to- 
gether, would be equal to as extenlive, nay and to far greater ex- 
portations and importations than were ever cfleftuatcd by the exclu- 
de Company. When fuch an alteration (hall take place, m the 
natural courfe of events, many among the firft private adventurers 
may make fortunes, while others may be ruined. But commerce, 
like the waters on which it is conduced, will find its own level ; 
and after the refluent violence of the firft torrent lur fuMrded, the 
open trade to and from India might with wifdom be directed ftcadily 
m flow in manifold new channels, to the great advantage of thele 

kU But° m while we leave the completion of fuch an event to -the ac- 
camplifhment of future time and experience, let us briefly cond- 
der the meafures which appear expedient in order to produce inch 
lalutary effefts as may he brought about by equity and humamtv, 
hi the prefent ftate of affairs, whether commerce or conqueft he the 

objeft of government. jq n 2 The 
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The ntoft obvious and the leaft precarious of all riches are the 
products of the earth, and the manu failures which are failed frbm 
native raw-materials. No country can be more abundantly ftored 
with thefe than Bengal ; where the natives never required any en- 
couragements for their induftry, in agriculture or manufacturing, 
until the baneful government of the Engltjh Company rendered them 
needful. From the fimplicity of their manners, and the mildnef* 
of their difpoiitions, as well as from every other cirCumftance of a 
political nature, no people on earth can be more eafy to govern than 
the natives of Bengal. But for the profperity of that, as of all other 
countries, it is neceffary the Governors fhould have fincercly at 
heart the good of thole whom they govern. Perhaps that of itfelf 
is fufficient to infure the happinefs of any people whatever, abftrufe 
complex-laws being no way neceffary to a nation’s welfare ; for in 
politics, as in falfe religion, it will generally be found, that When 
my fiery begins, honefly will foon end. 

It hath been (hewn that, in the ancient ftate of Bengal , the 
duties on trade were never a primary objedt of confideration to the 
government ; whofe grand purpol'es were at all times ferved by an 
univerfal eftablilhed ground-rent. Mr. Locke and other great writers 
have demonftratively (hewn, that this is the point in which all 
duties and taxes ultimately terminate. In Bengal , however, as 
there is no neceffity for ftudying the various intricacies incident to 
the arts of European finances, fc> it will be happy for the natives, 
if their prefent rulers never depart from that ancient fyftem, which 
never can be deviated from, but to the introduction of confufion, 
oppreffion, and iniquity. 

If therefore the pofition be true, as we are inclined to believe, 
that the commerce 6f Bengal is a clear and intrinfic gain to it, 

“ equal to the whole amount of its annual exports,” the art of 
governing that country will be comprized in few words: obstruct 
not the plow or the shuttle. It is evident, the prolperity 
of the country will then depend wholly on the upright aaminiftra- 
tion of juftice ; in which fituation Bengal might be governed with 
a fifth-part of the fums that are now annually fquanoered, in fuch 
exceffive civil and military eftablifhments as leem to have been 
kept up chiefly for the purpofes of gratifying the avarice and am- 
bition of individuals. 

It may be thought much eafier to find out errors than to redrefs 
them ; but the dilcovery of the caufe is the firft ftep towards the 

cure 
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cure of a diforder : and he who does his beft to remedy the evils he 
difeovers, difeharges his duty to focicty. On this principle, in the 
firft part of Considerations, &c. the writer prefumed to recommend 
fuch remedies* to the difeafes he pointed out, as might have been 
applied without infringement of any legal rights of the Company ; 
and might have preferved the Bengal provinces from the ruin which 
threatened them, at leaft until the expiration of the Company’s 
charter, without altering their conftitution. But the Britijb parlia- 
ment have, in their wildom, thought proper to advance much far- 
ther, although they have chofen to liifFcr the continuance of the 
multiform monfter of a double-government, rather than remove it ; 
and, inrtead of remedying fome of the principal evils, have only 
changed their form. Having, however, from fads within his own 
knowledge and experience, ventured to point out the grand errors 
which Hill exift in the prefent lyftera of the Britijf) trade and go- 
vernment in India, it is incumbent on the writer, before he lays 
down his pen, Co recapitulate fuch as appear to be their moll natural 
remedies. 

First, — F or the rendering of juftice more eafily attainable againft 
men inverted with authority or power |n India. 

I. To repeal thofc parts of the late aH of parliament (13th 
of Geo. III.) which enable the Governor and Supreme Coun- 
cil of Bengal forcibly to tranfport their fcUow-l'ubjed.s from 
India ; and, in' lieu thereof, to define and try the crimes 
which are deemed deferving of fuch punilhment, and inflid 
adequate penalties on the Ipot. 

II. To compel men inverted with fuch authority or power, 
to remain a limited time, at leaft twelve months, in India, 
after quitting their employments and delcending to the 
ftations of private men. 

III. To free the Britijb Courts of Jurtice, that is, the Mayor 
and Aldermen at Fort St. George, and Bombay (at Bencoolen 
there are none) from the terrors under which they labour, 
by rendering them independent of the Governor and Coun- 
cil at rhofe refpedive Preftdcncies ; and by conftituting them 
Juftices of the Peace, and Commirtioncrs of Oyer and Ter- 
miner, and General Gaol Delivery, equally v, ith the Mem- 
bers of the faid Councils. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly,-— For the better fecuring of juftice to the natives ia 
the interior parts of the Bengal provinces. 

I. To make it unlawful and highly penal for Europeans r 
their banyans, or other dependants, to prefide as Judges; or to 
terfere in any bufinefs of the Cutcherries or inland Courts 
of JuiVice ; but to eftablilh native Judges, irremoveable for 
life ; except for mifcondudl in office, upon con vision before 
the fupreme Court at Calcutta. 

II. To eftablilh the modes of decifion by juries and' arbi- 
trators, among the natives, as recommended in the feventh. 
chapter. 

Thirdly, — For the profperity of the inland-trade and maritime 
commerce of Bengal , and to fecure its permanency. 

I. To allow an univerfal freedom to all men, of buying, 

felling, or dealing in every article produced or confumed m 
the country. . • , 

II. To abolilh all duties and Chokeys throughput the inte- 
rior provinces, or toTubje& the Compands inveftment to 
the lame duties as arc paid by the natives or other indivi- 
duals. 

HI. To eftablilh public markets at all the Aurungs , or great 
manufafturing towns, where the whole care of government 
Ihould be exerted to prevent forcible purchafes or tales, and 
to guard the manufacturers from opprelhon. 

The effe&s of fuch regulations would inevitably raife a Lifting 
and glorious monument to the juftice of Great Britain. But before 
their falutary effedts could be experienced, forne years muft elapfe. 
Under the belt laws, it will require time to reftore the manufac- 
tures and trade of the Bengal provinces, from the pernicious effects 
which, during the laft fifteen years, have been produced by the 
operation of the Company’s duftuck, and the regulations of their 
Directors and other fexvants. Under an oppreffiye native Prince, 
however long lived, the natives have had lome diftant prolpedt of 
relief from the friendly interpofition of death ; but they have found 
the Company to be a many- headed monfter that never dies.. The 
inhabitants who have fled from their country, or abandoned their 
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profeffions, muft have time to recover from their apprehenfions of 
again co lift rained to work for the Company, on fuch con* 
dmons as they pleafe to preferibe, before they return to the loom 
and the plough in their native provinces. It will therefore necefla- 
rily require time to convince thofe natives, that Europeans wh® 
have been fo long their tyrants, are at laft become their proto-dors. 

In fine, the great and lafting profperity, or the entire and fpeedy 
tels of the Afiatic provinces, muft henceforth depend on the prefer- 
vation therein of an entire freedom in trade, a righteous adininiftra- 
tion of power, and an uninterrupted courfe of impartial and efficient 
juftice. With protedion and fecurity in fuch rights, every rational 
hope of advantage to this kingdom may fairly be indulged : but 
otherwife, if the inordinate gratification of individuals ffiould be 
fuffered to continue, the poffeffion of thofe countries will icon be- 
come burthenfome, if not (what God avert) a curfe to the nation. 

The progrefs of faHhood and delufion in the India affairs of this 
kingdom has been great, becaufe fupported by the enormous riches, 
and impelled by the never fatiated interefts, prejudices, paflions, 
avarice, and ambition of defigning men ; while T ruth, with only 
the good of mankind on her fide, is not much regarded, and but 
feebly defended, jagainft fuch powerful opponents. But time feldom 
fails to re-eftablilh the empire of Truth ; and the (yftem which the 
writer hath prefumed to fubmit to public conlidcrntion, he leaves 
to the verification of future experience ; confident, that when the 
prejudices of all parties and their fomenters lhall be extind, it will 
ftand the teft. 
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